
why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq
why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq is a question frequently examined by historians, students,
and educators seeking to understand the pivotal causes behind Japan’s surprise assault on
December 7, 1941. This article delves into the main factors that compelled Japan to launch the
infamous attack, drawing on a Document-Based Question (DBQ) approach, which analyzes primary
sources, historical evidence, and critical perspectives. Readers will discover the geopolitical,
economic, and military motivations that shaped Japanese strategy, as well as the broader context of
U.S.-Japan relations leading up to World War II. By exploring diplomatic tensions, resource
embargoes, Japanese expansionism, and the role of nationalism, this article offers a comprehensive
overview designed to answer the essential question: why did Japan attack Pearl Harbor? Whether
you are preparing for an exam, writing a research paper, or simply interested in this defining
moment in history, this guide provides essential insights and clear explanations. Continue reading
for an in-depth analysis and a structured breakdown of the main causes and consequences of the
Pearl Harbor attack.

Introduction

Historical Context: U.S.-Japan Relations Before Pearl Harbor

Economic Pressures and the U.S. Embargo on Japan

Japanese Imperial Ambitions and Expansion in Asia

Military Strategy: Why Pearl Harbor Was Targeted

Nationalism and Ideological Motivations in Japan

Document-Based Question (DBQ) Analysis: Interpreting Primary Sources

Lasting Impact of the Attack on Pearl Harbor

Frequently Asked Questions

Historical Context: U.S.-Japan Relations Before Pearl
Harbor

Understanding why Japan attacked Pearl Harbor requires examining the historical relationship
between the United States and Japan in the early 20th century. Tensions began to escalate as both
nations pursued conflicting interests in the Asia-Pacific region. The United States, with its growing
influence in the Pacific, opposed Japan's aggressive expansion into China and Southeast Asia.
Diplomatic relations deteriorated as each country viewed the other's ambitions as a direct threat to
their own security and interests. Japan's quest for natural resources and territory led to clashes with
American policies that supported Chinese sovereignty and regional stability. By the late 1930s,



mistrust and rivalry had replaced previous cooperation, setting the stage for conflict.

Economic Pressures and the U.S. Embargo on Japan

A critical factor behind the attack was the severe economic pressure placed on Japan by the United
States. In response to Japanese military actions in China and Southeast Asia, the U.S. imposed
economic sanctions and trade embargoes, particularly targeting vital materials such as oil, steel, and
rubber. These embargoes threatened Japan's industrial and military capabilities, as the island nation
depended heavily on imported resources to sustain its war efforts and economy. The American oil
embargo of 1941 was especially devastating, as it jeopardized Japan’s ability to continue its
campaigns in Asia. Facing the prospect of resource depletion, Japanese leaders believed that
military action was the only way to secure the supplies necessary for their survival and expansion.

Oil embargo cut off 80% of Japan’s oil supply

Freezing of Japanese assets in the United States

Ban on the export of iron, steel, and aviation fuel to Japan

Economic isolation increased Japan’s urgency for alternative sources

Japanese Imperial Ambitions and Expansion in Asia

Japanese expansionism was a central cause of the conflict with the United States. By the 1930s,
Japan had embarked on a campaign to dominate East Asia, beginning with the invasion of Manchuria
in 1931 and escalating with the full-scale war against China in 1937. The Japanese government
sought to establish a "Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere," aiming to create a self-sufficient bloc
free from Western interference. This policy directly threatened American interests in the Philippines,
Dutch East Indies, and other Pacific territories. As Japan moved to seize more territory for resources
and strategic advantage, the likelihood of war with the U.S. increased, making a preemptive strike
seem like a rational choice to Japanese military planners.

Military Strategy: Why Pearl Harbor Was Targeted

From a strategic standpoint, Japan chose to attack Pearl Harbor to neutralize the American Pacific
Fleet, which posed the greatest obstacle to its expansion plans. The harbor, located in Hawaii, was
the main base of U.S. naval operations in the Pacific. Japanese military leaders believed that a
surprise attack would cripple American naval power, delay U.S. military response, and provide Japan
with enough time to secure its gains in Southeast Asia and the Pacific. By destroying battleships,
aircraft, and infrastructure, Japan hoped to demoralize the U.S. and force a negotiated settlement
rather than a prolonged war. The decision to strike Pearl Harbor was underpinned by careful
planning and a desire to gain a decisive early advantage.



Nationalism and Ideological Motivations in Japan

Nationalist fervor and ideological motivations also played a significant role in Japan’s decision to
attack Pearl Harbor. The Japanese government promoted a sense of racial and cultural superiority,
encouraging the belief that Japan had a divine right to lead Asia. Military leaders and politicians
used propaganda to rally public support for expansion and to demonize Western powers, particularly
the United States and Britain. The perceived encirclement by Western nations and the desire to
break free from foreign domination fueled aggressive policies. National pride, combined with a
commitment to the emperor and a belief in Japan’s historical destiny, made compromise less likely
and war more probable.

Document-Based Question (DBQ) Analysis: Interpreting
Primary Sources

A DBQ approach to "why did Japan attack Pearl Harbor" involves the evaluation of primary sources
such as government documents, diplomatic correspondence, speeches, and contemporary
newspaper articles. These sources provide direct evidence of Japanese and American perspectives,
revealing the motivations, fears, and calculations that led to war. For example, Japanese government
memos highlight concerns over the U.S. embargo and the need for resources, while American
intelligence reports show growing suspicion of Japanese intentions. Analyzing these documents
helps students and historians reconstruct the decision-making process and understand the
multifaceted causes behind the attack.

Official Japanese government statements on resource shortages

U.S. policy documents on embargoes and diplomatic negotiations

Military communications outlining attack plans

Eyewitness accounts of the attack’s aftermath

Lasting Impact of the Attack on Pearl Harbor

The attack on Pearl Harbor had far-reaching consequences for both Japan and the United States. It
led directly to the U.S. entry into World War II, uniting the American public and government in a
resolve to defeat Japan and its Axis allies. The event marked a turning point in world history, shifting
the balance of power and triggering a global conflict that would reshape international relations. For
Japan, the attack initially succeeded in gaining time and resources but ultimately resulted in
devastating defeat. Pearl Harbor remains a symbol of the dangers of miscalculation, the impact of
economic and political pressures, and the unpredictable consequences of war.



Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What were Japan’s main reasons for attacking Pearl
Harbor?
A: Japan attacked Pearl Harbor mainly to secure access to vital natural resources, respond to U.S.
economic sanctions, and neutralize the American Pacific Fleet, which threatened its expansion in
Asia.

Q: How did the U.S. embargo contribute to Japan’s decision to
attack?
A: The U.S. embargo, particularly on oil and steel, threatened Japan’s ability to sustain its military
campaigns and economy, forcing Japanese leaders to consider military action to obtain resources.

Q: Why was Pearl Harbor specifically chosen as the target?
A: Pearl Harbor was the headquarters of the U.S. Pacific Fleet. Striking it would cripple American
naval power, giving Japan a strategic advantage in the Pacific and time to consolidate its territorial
gains.

Q: What role did Japanese nationalism play in the decision to
attack?
A: Japanese nationalism fueled the belief in a divine mission to lead Asia, making the government
and military less willing to compromise and more likely to pursue aggressive expansion and
confrontation.

Q: How does a DBQ approach help analyze the causes of Pearl
Harbor?
A: A DBQ approach uses primary sources like government documents and military communications
to provide evidence-based insights into the motivations and decisions that led to the attack.

Q: What impact did the attack on Pearl Harbor have on World
War II?
A: The attack brought the United States into World War II, altering the course of the conflict and
leading to the eventual defeat of Japan and its allies.



Q: Did Japan anticipate the long-term consequences of
attacking Pearl Harbor?
A: Japanese leaders hoped for a quick victory and a negotiated peace but underestimated the resolve
and industrial capacity of the United States to wage a prolonged war.

Q: What were the immediate effects of the attack on U.S.-
Japan relations?
A: The attack ended diplomatic negotiations, united the American public against Japan, and resulted
in a formal declaration of war by the United States.

Q: How did Japanese expansion in Asia influence U.S. policy?
A: Japanese aggression in China and Southeast Asia threatened American interests, prompting the
U.S. to impose economic sanctions and increase its military presence in the Pacific.

Q: What types of primary sources are used in a Pearl Harbor
DBQ analysis?
A: Common primary sources include official government statements, diplomatic cables, military
orders, and eyewitness accounts, all of which help reconstruct the historical context and motivations
for the attack.

Why Did Japan Attack Pearl Harbor Dbq
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Why Did Japan Attack Pearl Harbor DBQ: Unraveling
the Motives Behind a Defining Moment

The surprise attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, remains one of history's most pivotal
events. This act propelled the United States into World War II, irrevocably altering the global
landscape. But why did Japan launch this audacious assault? This blog post delves into the
complexities surrounding Japan's decision, utilizing a Document Based Question (DBQ) approach to
analyze the key factors contributing to the attack on Pearl Harbor. We'll examine the multifaceted
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motivations behind this devastating event, providing a comprehensive understanding based on
historical evidence and expert analysis. This isn't just a rehash of historical facts; it's a critical
examination designed to answer the persistent "Why?" and help you understand the context of this
landmark event.

H2: The Context: Imperial Ambitions and Resource
Scarcity

Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor wasn't a spontaneous act of aggression. It was the culmination of
decades of expansionist policies driven by a potent cocktail of nationalistic fervor and resource
scarcity. By the 1930s, Japan, a rapidly industrializing nation, faced a critical shortage of vital
resources like oil and rubber, crucial for its war machine. These resources were predominantly
controlled by Western powers, primarily the United States.

H3: Expansionist Policies and the "Greater East Asia Co-
Prosperity Sphere"

Japan's ambition wasn't just to secure resources; it aimed to establish a self-sufficient "Greater East
Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere," a euphemism for a Japanese-dominated empire stretching across East
Asia and the Pacific. This ideology fueled their aggressive expansion into Manchuria (1931) and
China (1937), actions that increasingly strained relations with the United States.

H4: The US Embargo: A Catalyst for War

The United States, alarmed by Japan's militaristic expansion and its brutal conduct in China,
responded with a series of economic sanctions, culminating in a crippling oil embargo in 1941. This
embargo effectively choked Japan's war machine, leaving its military leadership with a stark choice:
retreat and potentially face internal upheaval, or launch a preemptive strike to secure the resources
necessary for continued expansion.

H2: Analyzing the Pearl Harbor Attack: A DBQ
Perspective

Analyzing the motivations behind Pearl Harbor requires examining multiple perspectives and
primary sources. A DBQ approach is ideal for this, allowing us to evaluate various documents and



arguments to form a holistic understanding. Consider these key factors:

H3: Eliminating the US Pacific Fleet: A Strategic Goal

A primary objective of the attack was to cripple the US Pacific Fleet, preventing American
intervention in Southeast Asia and the Pacific. The Japanese believed a swift, decisive blow would
buy them the time needed to consolidate their conquests in Southeast Asia before the United States
could mount a significant counteroffensive. Documents detailing Japanese military planning clearly
reveal this strategic goal as paramount.

H3: Miscalculations and Assumptions: A Critical Factor

The Japanese military made several crucial miscalculations. They underestimated the resilience of
the American spirit and the industrial capacity of the United States. They also wrongly assumed that
the attack would achieve a knockout blow, rendering the US Pacific Fleet incapable of fighting back
effectively. These assumptions proved fatally flawed.

H3: The Role of Nationalism and Militarism

A pervasive sense of nationalistic fervor and the dominance of the military within Japanese society
played a significant role in shaping the decision to attack Pearl Harbor. Military leaders exerted
immense influence over the government, effectively pushing for a preemptive strike despite
warnings from more moderate voices.

H2: The Aftermath and Legacy of Pearl Harbor

The attack on Pearl Harbor galvanized American public opinion, solidifying support for entering
World War II. It also fundamentally changed the course of the war, leading to the Pacific Theater
and ultimately the use of atomic bombs. The legacy of Pearl Harbor continues to shape geopolitical
relations and serves as a stark reminder of the devastating consequences of unchecked aggression
and miscalculation.

Conclusion



The attack on Pearl Harbor was a complex event rooted in Japan's expansionist ambitions, resource
scarcity, and a series of strategic miscalculations. By examining the historical context, analyzing
primary sources, and considering various perspectives, we can gain a deeper understanding of the
motivations behind this pivotal moment in history. The event serves as a powerful cautionary tale
about the dangers of unchecked militarism and the importance of diplomatic solutions in resolving
international conflicts.

FAQs:

1. Was the attack on Pearl Harbor truly a surprise? While the attack was unexpected, there were
intelligence warnings that were not adequately acted upon by the US government. The level of
surprise is still debated by historians.

2. Did the attack achieve its strategic objectives? While the Japanese inflicted significant damage on
the US Pacific Fleet, they failed to achieve a decisive knockout blow. The US aircraft carriers,
crucial components of the fleet, were absent during the attack, allowing the US Navy to recover
surprisingly quickly.

3. What role did Emperor Hirohito play in the decision to attack Pearl Harbor? The extent of
Emperor Hirohito's involvement is still debated. While he ultimately approved the attack, the extent
to which he directly influenced the decision remains a subject of historical inquiry.

4. How did the attack on Pearl Harbor change the course of World War II? The attack unified
American public opinion behind entering the war, drastically altering the global balance of power
and leading to the eventual defeat of the Axis powers.

5. What lessons can be learned from the Pearl Harbor attack? The attack highlights the importance
of effective intelligence gathering, clear communication, and the potential consequences of
unchecked aggression and miscalculations in international relations. It also underscores the need for
robust diplomatic efforts to prevent conflict.

  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: I Survived the Bombing of Pearl Harbor, 1941
Lauren Tarshis, 2011 Visiting his favorite Hawaiian beach when Japanese forces suddenly attack
Pearl Harbor, 11-year-old Danny Crane struggles through the smoke, destruction and chaos to make
his way back home. By the author of Emma-Jean Lazarus Fell Out of a Tree. Simultaneous.
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: Into the Killing Seas Michael P. Spradlin, 2015-06-30
When the ship goes down, the sharks come out.... Stranded in the war torn Pacific, Patrick and his
younger brother Teddy are finally homeward-bound. They've stowed away on one of the US Navy's
finest ships, and now they just need to stay hidden. But Japanese torpedoes rip their dream
apart.And the sinking ship isn't the worst of it. Patrick and Teddy can handle hunger and
dehydration as they float in the water and wait to be rescued. If they're smart, they can even deal
with the madness that seems to plague their fellow survivors. No, the real danger circles beneath
the surface. And it has teeth....Based on the true events of the 1945 sinking of the USS Indianapolis,
author Michael P. Spradlin tells a harrowing story of World War II.
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: Pearl Harbor Therese DeAngelis, Therese Angelis,



2002 Traces events leading up to and resulting from the December 7, 1941, Japanese attack on
American battleships at Pearl Harbor, which brought the United States into World War II.
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: A Boy at War Harry Mazer, 2012-06-26 They rowed
hard, away from the battleships and the bombs. Water sprayed over them. The rowboat pitched one
way and then the other. Then, before his eyes, the Arizona lifted up out of the water. That enormous
battleship bounced up in the air like a rubber ball and split apart. Fire burst out of the ship. A geyser
of water shot into the air and came crashing down. Adam was almost thrown out of the rowboat. He
clung to the seat as it swung around. He saw blue skies and the glittering city. The boat swung back
again, and he saw black clouds, and the Arizona, his father's ship, sinking beneath the water. -- from
A Boy at War He kept looking up, afraid the planes would come back. The sky was obscured by black
smoke....It was all unreal: the battleships half sunk, the bullet holes in the boat, Davi and Martin in
the water. December 7, 1941: On a quiet Sunday morning, while Adam and his friends are fishing
near Honolulu, a surprise attack by Japanese bombers destroys the fleet at Pearl Harbor. Even as
Adam struggles to survive the sudden chaos all around him, and as his friends endure the brunt of
the attack, a greater concern hangs over his head: Adam's father, a navy lieutenant, was stationed
on the USS Arizona when the bombs fell. During the subsequent days Adam -- not yet a man, but no
longer a boy -- is caught up in the war as he desperately tries to make sense of what happened to his
friends and to find news of his father. Harry Mazer, whose autobiographical novel, The Last Mission,
brought the European side of World War II to vivid life, now turns to the Pacific theater and how the
impact of war can alter young lives forever.
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: December 7, 1941 Gordon W. Prange, Donald M.
Goldstein, Katherine V. Dillon, 2014-05-06 A minute-by-minute account of the morning that brought
America into World War II, by the New York Times–bestselling authors of At Dawn We Slept. When
dawn broke over Hawaii on December 7, 1941, no one suspected that America was only minutes
from war. By nightfall, the naval base at Pearl Harbor was a smoldering ruin, and over 2,000
Americans lay dead. December 7, 1941 gives a detailed and immersive real-time account of that
fateful morning. In or out of uniform, every witness responded differently when the first Japanese
bombs began to fall. A chaplain fled his post and spent a week in hiding, while mess hall workers
seized a machine gun and began returning fire. Some officers were taken unawares, while others
responded valiantly, rallying their men to fight back and in some cases sacrificing their lives. Built
around eyewitness accounts, this book provides an unprecedented glimpse of how it felt to be at
Pearl Harbor on the day that would live in infamy.
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: Attack on Pearl Harbor Alan D. Zimm, 2013-10-19
ÒNothing previously published has offered such a close examination of Japanese strategy . . . an
in-depth study of the Japanese planning, preparation and execution of the attack with particular
focus on factors not thoroughly considered by other historians, if at all . . . detailed analyses that
lead to a much better understanding of what the Japanese did, why they did it, and especially how
the attack was very nearly an abject failure instead of a stunning success.ÑNaval Institute
Proceedings For seven decades, conventional wisdom has extolled the Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor as brilliant in its planning and execution . . . this masterful analysis topples that pillar of
Pacific War history . . . with its amazing depth of meticulous research and analysis, this forceful book
is essential reading for anyone with a serious interest in Pearl Harbor.ÑWorld War II The first
militarily professional description of the Pearl Harbor attack, and for those who are serious about
military history and operations, it is a joy to read. . . . a superb military analysis of the attack . . . not
only renders all other histories of Pearl Harbor obsolete, it has set the bar high for other histories of
the Pacific War.ÑWar In History
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: Hiroshima Diary Michihiko Hachiya, M.D.,
2011-12-01 The late Dr. Michihiko Hachiya was director of the Hiroshima Communications Hospital
when the world's first atomic bomb was dropped on the city. Though his responsibilities in the
appalling chaos of a devastated city were awesome, he found time to record the story daily, with
compassion and tenderness. His compelling diary was originally published by the UNC Press in



1955, with the help of Dr. Warner Wells of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, who was
a surgical consultant to the Atomic Bomb Casualty Commission and who became a friend of Dr.
Hachiya. In a new foreword, John Dower reflects on the enduring importance of the diary fifty years
after the bombing.
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: Prompt and Utter Destruction J. Samuel Walker,
2016
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: PEARL HARBOR NARAYAN CHANGDER,
2024-02-02 THE PEARL HARBOR MCQ (MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS) SERVES AS A
VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR INDIVIDUALS AIMING TO DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF
VARIOUS COMPETITIVE EXAMS, CLASS TESTS, QUIZ COMPETITIONS, AND SIMILAR
ASSESSMENTS. WITH ITS EXTENSIVE COLLECTION OF MCQS, THIS BOOK EMPOWERS YOU TO
ASSESS YOUR GRASP OF THE SUBJECT MATTER AND YOUR PROFICIENCY LEVEL. BY
ENGAGING WITH THESE MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS, YOU CAN IMPROVE YOUR
KNOWLEDGE OF THE SUBJECT, IDENTIFY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT, AND LAY A SOLID
FOUNDATION. DIVE INTO THE PEARL HARBOR MCQ TO EXPAND YOUR PEARL HARBOR
KNOWLEDGE AND EXCEL IN QUIZ COMPETITIONS, ACADEMIC STUDIES, OR PROFESSIONAL
ENDEAVORS. THE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS ARE PROVIDED AT THE END OF EACH PAGE,
MAKING IT EASY FOR PARTICIPANTS TO VERIFY THEIR ANSWERS AND PREPARE
EFFECTIVELY.
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: At Dawn We Slept Gordon William Prange, Donald
M. Goldstein, Katherine V. Dillon, 1982 At 7:53 a.m., December 7, 1941, America's national
consciousness and confidence were rocked as the first wave of Japanese warplanes took aim at the
U.S. Naval fleet stationed at Pearl Harbor. As intense and absorbing as a suspense novel, At Dawn
We Slept is the unparalleled and exhaustive account of the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor. It is
widely regarded as the definitive assessment of the events surrounding one of the most daring and
brilliant naval operations of all time. Through extensive research and interviews with American and
Japanese leaders, Gordon W. Prange has written a remarkable historical account of the assault
that-sixty years later-America cannot forget.
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: A Discourse by Three Drunkards on Government
Nakae Chomin, 1992-10-01 A Discourse by Three Drunkards on Government takes the form of a
debate between a spokesman for Western ideals of democracy and progress, and an advocate for
adherence to traditional samurai values. Their discussion is moderated by the imperturbable Master
Nankai, who loves nothing more than to drink and argue politics. The fiction of the drinking bout
allowed Chomin to debate freely topical political issues, in a discussion that offers an astute analysis
of contemporary European politics and a prophetic vision of Japan's direction. This lucid and precise
translation of a delightful work has been designated one of the UNESCO series of classics of world
literature.
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: Pearl Harbor Harry Albright, 1988
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: Japan Rising Kenneth Pyle, 2009-04-27 Japan is on
the verge of a sea change. After more than fifty years of national pacifism and isolation including the
lost decade of the 1990s, Japan is quietly, stealthily awakening. As Japan prepares to become a
major player in the strategic struggles of the 21st century, critical questions arise about its
motivations. What are the driving forces that influence how Japan will act in the international
system? Are there recurrent patterns that will help explain how Japan will respond to the emerging
environment of world politics? American understanding of Japanese character and purpose has been
tenuous at best. We have repeatedly underestimated Japan in the realm of foreign policy. Now as
Japan shows signs of vitality and international engagement, it is more important than ever that we
understand the forces that drive Japan. In Japan Rising, renowned expert Kenneth Pyle identities the
common threads that bind the divergent strategies of modern Japan, providing essential reading for
anyone seeking to understand how Japan arrived at this moment -- and what to expect in the future.
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: Pearl Harbor and the Coming of the Pacific War



Akira Iriye, 1999-02-15 Assembling more than 30 primary documents — including proposals,
memoranda, decrypted messages, and imperial conferences — Iriye presents diplomatic exchanges
from both American and Japanese perspectives to determine how and why the United States and
Japan went to war in 1941. A detailed introduction provides background on Japanese aggression in
China and Southeast Asia during the 1930s and economic unrest and isolationism in the United
States. Readings add an interpretive dimension, placing Pearl Harbor in global context; essays from
American, Japanese, Chinese, Soviet, German, British, and Indonesian perspectives explain how
various countries applied pressure, offered assistance, exacerbated rifts, and significantly affected
negotiations and Japan’s ultimate decision for war.
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: Pearl Harbor Homer N. Wallin, 2001-09 Pearl Harbor
will long stand out in mens minds as an example of the results of basic unpreparedness of a peace
loving nation, of highly efficient treacherous surprise attack and of the resulting unification of
America into a single tidal wave of purpose to victory. Therefore, all will be interested in this unique
narrative by Admiral Wallin. The Navy has long needed a succinct account of the salvage operations
at Pearl Harbor that miraculously resurrected what appeared to be a forever shattered fleet. Admiral
Wallin agreed to undertake the job. He was exactly the right man for it _ in talent, in perception, and
in experience. He had served intimately with Admiral Nimitz and with Admiral Halsey in the South
Pacific, has commanded three different Navy Yards, and was a highly successful Chief of the Bureau
of Ships. On 7 December 1941 the then Captain Wallin was serving at Pearl Harbor. He witnessed
the events of that shattering and unifying Day of Infamy. His mind began to race at high speeds at
once on the problems and means of getting the broken fleet back into service for its giant task.
Unless the United States regained control of the sea, even greater disaster loomed. Without victory
at sea, tyranny soon would surely rule all Asia and Europe. In a matter of time it would surely rule
the Americas. Captain Wallin salvaged most of the broken Pearl Harbor fleet that went on to figure
prominently in the United States Navys victory. So the account he masterfully tells covers what he
masterfully accomplished. The United States owes him an unpayable debt for this high service
among many others in his long career.
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: Musui's Story Katsu Kokichi, 2023-02-21 A series of
picaresque adventures set against the backdrop of a Japan still closed off from the rest of the world,
Musui's Story recounts the escapades of samurai Katsu Kokichi. As it depicts Katsu stealing,
brawling, indulging in the pleasure quarters, and getting the better of authorities, it also provides a
refreshing perspective on Japanese society, customs, economy, and human relationships. From
childhood, Katsu was given to mischief. He ran away from home, once at thirteen, making his way as
a beggar on the great trunk road between Edo and Kyoto, and again at twenty, posing as the
emissary of a feudal lord. He eventually married and had children but never obtained official
preferment and was forced to supplement a meager stipend by dealing in swords, selling protection
to shopkeepers, and generally using his muscle and wits. Katsu's descriptions of loyalty and
kindness, greed and deception, vanity and superstition offer an intimate view of daily life in
nineteenth-century Japan unavailable in standard history books. Musui's Story will delight not only
students of Japan's past but also general readers who will be entranced by Katsu's candor and
boundless zest for life.
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: The Rising Sun John Toland, 2014-11-26 “[The
Rising Sun] is quite possibly the most readable, yet informative account of the Pacific
war.”—Chicago Sun-Times This Pulitzer Prize–winning history of World War II chronicles the
dramatic rise and fall of the Japanese empire, from the invasion of Manchuria and China to the
atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Told from the Japanese perspective, The Rising Sun is,
in the author’s words, “a factual saga of people caught up in the flood of the most overwhelming war
of mankind, told as it happened—muddled, ennobling, disgraceful, frustrating, full of paradox.” In
weaving together the historical facts and human drama leading up to and culminating in the war in
the Pacific, Toland crafts a riveting and unbiased narrative history. In his Foreword, Toland says that
if we are to draw any conclusion from The Rising Sun, it is “that there are no simple lessons in



history, that it is human nature that repeats itself, not history.” “Unbelievably rich . . . readable and
exciting . . .The best parts of [Toland’s] book are not the battle scenes but the intimate view he gives
of the highest reaches of Tokyo politics.”—Newsweek
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: Hirohito And The Making Of Modern Japan
Herbert P. Bix, 2009-10-13 Winner of the Pulitzer Prize In this groundbreaking biography of the
Japanese emperor Hirohito, Herbert P. Bix offers the first complete, unvarnished look at the
enigmatic leader whose sixty-three-year reign ushered Japan into the modern world. Never before
has the full life of this controversial figure been revealed with such clarity and vividness. Bix shows
what it was like to be trained from birth for a lone position at the apex of the nation's political
hierarchy and as a revered symbol of divine status. Influenced by an unusual combination of the
Japanese imperial tradition and a modern scientific worldview, the young emperor gradually evolves
into his preeminent role, aligning himself with the growing ultranationalist movement, perpetuating
a cult of religious emperor worship, resisting attempts to curb his power, and all the while
burnishing his image as a reluctant, passive monarch. Here we see Hirohito as he truly was: a man
of strong will and real authority. Supported by a vast array of previously untapped primary
documents, Hirohito and the Making of Modern Japan is perhaps most illuminating in lifting the veil
on the mythology surrounding the emperor's impact on the world stage. Focusing closely on
Hirohito's interactions with his advisers and successive Japanese governments, Bix sheds new light
on the causes of the China War in 1937 and the start of the Asia-Pacific War in 1941. And while
conventional wisdom has had it that the nation's increasing foreign aggression was driven and
maintained not by the emperor but by an elite group of Japanese militarists, the reality, as witnessed
here, is quite different. Bix documents in detail the strong, decisive role Hirohito played in wartime
operations, from the takeover of Manchuria in 1931 through the attack on Pearl Harbor and
ultimately the fateful decision in 1945 to accede to an unconditional surrender. In fact, the emperor
stubbornly prolonged the war effort and then used the horrifying bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, together with the Soviet entrance into the war, as his exit strategy from a no-win
situation. From the moment of capitulation, we see how American and Japanese leaders moved to
justify the retention of Hirohito as emperor by whitewashing his wartime role and reshaping the
historical consciousness of the Japanese people. The key to this strategy was Hirohito's alliance with
General MacArthur, who helped him maintain his stature and shed his militaristic image, while
MacArthur used the emperor as a figurehead to assist him in converting Japan into a peaceful
nation. Their partnership ensured that the emperor's image would loom large over the postwar years
and later decades, as Japan began to make its way in the modern age and struggled -- as it still does
-- to come to terms with its past. Until the very end of a career that embodied the conflicting aims of
Japan's development as a nation, Hirohito remained preoccupied with politics and with his place in
history. Hirohito and the Making of Modern Japan provides the definitive account of his rich life and
legacy. Meticulously researched and utterly engaging, this book is proof that the history of
twentieth-century Japan cannot be understood apart from the life of its most remarkable and
enduring leader.
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: Thank God for the Atom Bomb, and Other Essays
Paul Fussell, 1990 This is not a book to promote tranquility, and readers in quest of peace of mind
should look elsewhere, writes Paul Fussell in the foreword to this original, sharp, tart, and
thoroughly engaging work. The celebrated author focuses his lethal wit on habitual euphemizers,
artistically pretentious third-rate novelists, sexual puritans, and the Disneyfiers of life. He moves
from the inflammatory title piece on the morality of dropping the bomb on Hiroshima to a hilarious
disquisition on the naturist movement, to essays on the meaning of the Indy 500 race, on George
Orwell, and on the shift in men's chivalric impulses toward their mothers. Fussell's frighteningly
acute eye for the manners, mores, and cultural tastes of Americans (The New York Times Book
Review) is abundantly evident in this entertaining dissection of the enemies of truth, beauty, and
justice
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: AP USA HISTORY NARAYAN CHANGDER,



2022-12-19 THE AP USA HISTORY MCQ (MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS) SERVES AS A
VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR INDIVIDUALS AIMING TO DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF
VARIOUS COMPETITIVE EXAMS, CLASS TESTS, QUIZ COMPETITIONS, AND SIMILAR
ASSESSMENTS. WITH ITS EXTENSIVE COLLECTION OF MCQS, THIS BOOK EMPOWERS YOU TO
ASSESS YOUR GRASP OF THE SUBJECT MATTER AND YOUR PROFICIENCY LEVEL. BY
ENGAGING WITH THESE MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS, YOU CAN IMPROVE YOUR
KNOWLEDGE OF THE SUBJECT, IDENTIFY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT, AND LAY A SOLID
FOUNDATION. DIVE INTO THE AP USA HISTORY MCQ TO EXPAND YOUR AP USA HISTORY
KNOWLEDGE AND EXCEL IN QUIZ COMPETITIONS, ACADEMIC STUDIES, OR PROFESSIONAL
ENDEAVORS. THE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS ARE PROVIDED AT THE END OF EACH PAGE,
MAKING IT EASY FOR PARTICIPANTS TO VERIFY THEIR ANSWERS AND PREPARE
EFFECTIVELY.
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: An Account of the Slave Trade on the Coast of
Africa Alexander Falconbridge, 1788
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: The League of Nations Ruth Henig, 2010-04-01
Ninety years ago, the League of Nations convened for the first time hoping to create a safeguard
against destructive, world-wide war by settling disputes through diplomacy. This book looks at how
the League was conceptualized and explores the multifaceted body that emerged. This new form for
diplomacy was used in ensuing years to counter territorial ambitions and restrict armaments, as well
as to discuss human rights and refugee issues. The League’s failure to prevent World War II,
however, would lead to its dissolution and the subsequent creation of the United Nations. As we face
new forms of global crisis, this timely book asks if the UN’s fate could be ascertained by reading the
history of its predecessor.
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: World War II Mary Pope Osborne, Natalie Pope
Boyce, 2017-03-14 In the next Magic Tree House® Fact Tracker, track the facts about World War
II—with Jack and Annie! When Jack and Annie came back from their adventure in Magic Tree House
Super Edition #1: World at War, 1944, they had lots of questions. How did World War II begin? Why
were so many innocent people killed? What was D-Day? Find out the answers to these questions and
more as Jack and Annie learn all about one of the darkest hours of history. Filled with up-to-date
information, photographs, illustrations, and tidbits from Jack and Annie, the Magic Tree House Fact
Trackers are the perfect way for kids to find out more about the topics they discover in their favorite
Magic Tree House adventures. And teachers can use the Fact Trackers alongside their Magic Tree
House fiction companions to meet Common Core text pairing needs. Have more fun with Jack and
Annie on the Magic Tree House website at MagicTreeHouse.com! Did you know there’s a Magic
Tree House book for every reader? Find the perfect book for you: Classic: Adventures with Jack and
Annie, perfect for readers who are just starting to read chapter books. F&P Level M. Merlin
Missions: More challenging adventures for the experienced Magic Tree House® reader. F&P Level
N. Super Edition: A longer and more dangerous adventure with Jack and Annie. F&P Level P. Fact
Trackers: Non-fiction companions to your favorite Magic Tree House® adventures
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: Why the Allies Won Richard Overy, 2024-11-12
Overy has written a masterpiece of analytical history, posing and answering one of the great
questions of the century.—Sunday Times (London) Richard Overy's bold book begins by throwing out
the stock answers to this great question: Germany doomed itself to defeat by fighting a two-front
war; the Allies won by sheer weight of material strength. In fact, by 1942 Germany controlled almost
the entire resources of continental Europe and was poised to move into the Middle East. The Soviet
Union had lost the heart of its industry, and the United States was not yet armed. The Allied victory
in 1945 was not inevitable. Overy shows us exactly how the Allies regained military superiority and
why they were able to do it. He recounts the decisive campaigns: the war at sea, the crucial battles
on the eastern front, the air war, and the vast amphibious assault on Europe. He then explores the
deeper factors affecting military success and failure: industrial strength, fighting ability, the quality
of leadership, and the moral dimensions of the war.



  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: Japan’s Decision for War Nobutaka Ike, 1967
Records of fifty-seven liason conferences held in Tokyo between March and December 1941 by
leaders of the Japanese Army and Navy and the Cabinet.
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: The War at Sea, 1939-1945: The defensive Stephen
Wentworth Roskill, 1976
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: What Happened at Pearl Harbor? , 1968
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: Japan - Change and Continuity Jeff Graham, Javed
Maswood, Hideaki Miyajima, 2003-09-02 Japan is currently undergoing many interesting changes,
which the Japanese government trumpets as fundamental reform, but which some observers suspect
will turn out to be superficial, part of a long sequence of changes which have been much less
far-reaching than at first anticipated. This book provides a survey of the many changes currently in
progress in Japan, including political reform, economic deregulation and liberalisation, and reforms
to environmental policy, science and technology, education, and immigration policy. The essays in
this volume explore the reform process in Japan overall, and provides a thorough overview of major
current developments in Japan.
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: I Survived the Japanese Tsunami, 2011 (I
Survived #8) Lauren Tarshis, 2013-08-27 The disaster felt around the world . . . Visiting his dad's
hometown in Japan four months after his father's death would be hard enough for Ben. But one
morning the pain turns to fear: first, a massive earthquake rocks the quiet coastal village, nearly
toppling his uncle's house. Then the ocean waters rise and Ben and his family are swept away-and
pulled apart-by a terrible tsunami.Now Ben is alone, stranded in a strange country a million miles
from home. Can he fight hard enough to survive one of the most epic disasters of all time?
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: Looking Like the Enemy Mary Matsuda
Gruenewald, 2005 In 1941, Mary Matsuda Gruenewald was a teenage girl who, like other
Americans, reacted with horror to the bombing of Pearl Harbor. Yet soon she and her family were
among 110,000 innocent people imprisoned by the U.S. government because of their Japanese
ancestry. In this eloquent memoir, she describes both the day-to-day and the dramatic turning points
of this profound injustice: what is was like to face an indefinite sentence in crowded, primitive
camps; the struggle for survival and dignity; and the strength gained from learning what she was
capable of and could do to sustain her family. It is at once a coming-of-age story with interest for
young readers, an engaging narrative on a topic still not widely known, and a timely warning for the
present era of terrorism. Complete with period photos, the book also brings readers up to the
present, including the author's celebration of the National Japanese American Memorial dedication
in 2000.
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: Children of Manzanar Heather C. Lindquist, 2012
Eleven tumultuous weeks after Pearl Harbor, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt signed Executive
Order 9066, an act that authorized the U.S. Army to undertake the rapid removal of more than one
hundred thousand Japanese and Japanese Americans from the West Coast. With only a few weeks'
(and sometimes only a few days') notice, families were forced to abandon their homes and, under
military escort, be removed to remote and hastily erected compounds, such as Manzanar War
RelocationCenter in the California desert. Children of Manzanar/i> captures the experiences of the
nearly four thousand children and young adults held at Manzanar during World War II. Quotes from
these children, most now in their eighties and nineties, are accompanied by photographs from both
official and unofficial photographers, including Ansel Adams, Dorothea Lange, and Toyo Miyatake,
himself an internee who for months secretly documented daily life inside the camp, and then openly
for the remaining years Manzanar operated.
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: Japan 1941 Eri Hotta, 2013-10-29 A groundbreaking
history that considers the attack on Pearl Harbor from the Japanese perspective and is certain to
revolutionize how we think of the war in the Pacific. When Japan launched hostilities against the
United States in 1941, argues Eri Hotta, its leaders, in large part, understood they were entering a
war they were almost certain to lose. Drawing on material little known to Western readers, and



barely explored in depth in Japan itself, Hotta poses an essential question: Why did these
men—military men, civilian politicians, diplomats, the emperor—put their country and its citizens so
unnecessarily in harm’s way? Introducing us to the doubters, schemers, and would-be patriots who
led their nation into this conflagration, Hotta brilliantly shows us a Japan rarely glimpsed—eager to
avoid war but fraught with tensions with the West, blinded by reckless militarism couched in
traditional notions of pride and honor, tempted by the gambler’s dream of scoring the biggest win
against impossible odds and nearly escaping disaster before it finally proved inevitable. In an
intimate account of the increasingly heated debates and doomed diplomatic overtures preceding
Pearl Harbor, Hotta reveals just how divided Japan’s leaders were, right up to (and, in fact, beyond)
their eleventh-hour decision to attack. We see a ruling cadre rich in regional ambition and hubris:
many of the same leaders seeking to avoid war with the United States continued to adamantly
advocate Asian expansionism, hoping to advance, or at least maintain, the occupation of China that
began in 1931, unable to end the second Sino-Japanese War and unwilling to acknowledge
Washington’s hardening disapproval of their continental incursions. Even as Japanese diplomats
continued to negotiate with the Roosevelt administration, Matsuoka Yosuke, the egomaniacal foreign
minister who relished paying court to both Stalin and Hitler, and his facile supporters cemented
Japan’s place in the fascist alliance with Germany and Italy—unaware (or unconcerned) that in so
doing they destroyed the nation’s bona fides with the West. We see a dysfunctional political system
in which military leaders reported to both the civilian government and the emperor, creating a
structure that facilitated intrigues and stoked a jingoistic rivalry between Japan’s army and navy.
Roles are recast and blame reexamined as Hotta analyzes the actions and motivations of the hawks
and skeptics among Japan’s elite. Emperor Hirohito and General Hideki Tojo are newly appraised as
we discover how the two men fumbled for a way to avoid war before finally acceding to it. Hotta
peels back seventy years of historical mythologizing—both Japanese and Western—to expose
all-too-human Japanese leaders torn by doubt in the months preceding the attack, more concerned
with saving face than saving lives, finally drawn into war as much by incompetence and lack of
political will as by bellicosity. An essential book for any student of the Second World War, this
compelling reassessment will forever change the way we remember those days of infamy.
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: Jack Maggs Peter Carey, 2015-03-03 A foundling
trained in the art of thievery, Jack Maggs was betrayed and deported to Australia for life. But now,
having reversed his fortunes, he seeks to fulfill his innermost desire. Returning to London under
threat of execution, he's quickly embroiled in various entanglements among a handful of characters
-- each with their own secrets. And as their various schemes converge, the captivating figure at the
epicentre is Maggs himself, at once frightening, mystifying, and utterly compelling.
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: In Defense of Internment Michelle Malkin,
2013-01-29 Everything you've been taught about the World War II internment camps in America is
wrong: They were not created primarily because of racism or wartime hysteria They did not target
only those of Japanese descent They were not Nazi-style death camps In her latest investigative
tour-de-force, New York Times best-selling author Michelle Malkin sets the historical record
straight-and debunks radical ethnic alarmists who distort history to undermine common-sense,
national security profiling. The need for this myth-shattering book is vital. President Bush's
opponents have attacked every homeland defense policy as tantamount to the racist and unjustified
World War II internment. Bush's own transportation secretary, Norm Mineta, continues to milk his
childhood experience at a relocation camp as an excuse to ban profiling at airports. Misguided guilt
about the past continues to hamper our ability to prevent future terrorist attacks. In Defense of
Internment shows that the detention of enemy aliens, and the mass evacuation and relocation of
ethnic Japanese from the West Coast were not the result of irrational hatred or conspiratorial
bigotry. This document-packed book highlights the vast amount of intelligence, including top-secret
MAGIC messages, which revealed the Japanese espionage threat on the West Coast. Malkin also tells
the truth about: who resided in enemy alien internment camps (nearly half were of European
ancestry) what the West Coast relocation centers were really like (tens of thousands of ethnic



Japanese were allowed to leave; hundreds voluntarily chose to move in) why the $1.65 billion federal
reparations law for Japanese internees and evacuees was a bipartisan disaster how both Japanese
American and Arab/Muslim American leaders have united to undermine America's safety With
trademark fearlessness, Malkin adds desperately needed perspective to the ongoing debate about
the balance between civil liberties and national security. In Defense of Internment will outrage,
enlighten, and radically change the way you view the past-and the present.
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: The Long Sixties Christopher B. Strain, 2016-05-23
The Long Sixties is a concise and engaging treatment of the major political, social, and cultural
developments of this tumultuous period. A comprehensive yet concise overview that offers coverage
of a variety of topics, from the beginnings of the Cold War shortly after World War II, through the
civil rights, women’s, and Chicano civil rights movements, to Watergate, an event that transpired in
1974 but capped the “Long Sixties.” A detached and unprejudiced look at this turbulent decade, that
is both lively and revelatory Timelines are included to help students understand how particular
episodes transpired in quick succession, and how topics intertwined and overlapped Nicely
complemented by Brian Ward’s The 1960s: A Documentary Reader (Wiley-Blackwell, 2009), The
Long Sixties book matches the documentary reader chapter-by-chapter in theme and periodization
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: AP U.S. History 2017-2018 Krista Dornbush,
2017-02-07 Kaplan's AP U.S. History 2017-2018 provides essential practice, targeted review, and
proven strategies to help students ace the AP Human Geography exam. Master the material, get
comfortable with the test format, and get expert advice on how to score higher. Essential Practice
Four full-length practice tests with detailed answer explanations A diagnostic test to target areas for
score improvement Targeted review of the most up-to-date content, including key information that is
specific to the AP U.S. History exam A comprehensive index and glossary of key terms and concepts
A full-color study sheet packed with key dates, terms, and facts Video tutorials available at
kaptest.com/APUSH17 Expert Guidance Tips and strategies for scoring higher from expert AP U.S.
History teachers and students who got a perfect 5 on the exam Kaplan's AP U.S. History 2017-2018
authors Krista Dornbush, Steve Mercado, and Diane Vecchio have a combined total of over 40 years
of experience teaching U.S. history as well as world and European history. We invented test
prep—Kaplan (www.kaptest.com) has been helping students for almost 80 years, and more than 95%
of our students get into their top-choice schools. Our proven strategies have helped legions of
students achieve their dreams.
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: Strange Rebels Christian Caryl, 2014-03-11 Few
moments in history have seen as many seismic transformations as 1979. That single year marked the
emergence of revolutionary Islam as a political force on the world stage, the beginning of market
revolutions in China and Britain that would fuel globalization and radically alter the international
economy, and the first stirrings of the resistance movements in Eastern Europe and Afghanistan that
ultimately led to the collapse of the Soviet Union. More than any other year in the latter half of the
twentieth century, 1979 heralded the economic, political, and religious realities that define the
twenty-first. In Strange Rebels, veteran journalist Christian Caryl shows how the world we live in
today -- and the problems that plague it -- began to take shape in this pivotal year. 1979, he explains,
saw a series of counterrevolutions against the progressive consensus that had dominated the
postwar era. The year's epic upheavals embodied a startling conservative challenge to communist
and socialist systems around the globe, fundamentally transforming politics and economics
worldwide. In China, 1979 marked the start of sweeping market-oriented reforms that have made
the country the economic powerhouse it is today. 1979 was also the year that Pope John Paul II
traveled to Poland, confronting communism in Eastern Europe by reigniting its people's suppressed
Catholic faith. In Iran, meanwhile, an Islamic Revolution transformed the nation into a theocracy
almost overnight, overthrowing the Shah's modernizing monarchy. Further west, Margaret Thatcher
became prime minister of Britain, returning it to a purer form of free-market capitalism and opening
the way for Ronald Reagan to do the same in the US. And in Afghanistan, a Soviet invasion fueled an
Islamic holy war with global consequences; the Afghan mujahedin presaged the rise of al-Qaeda and



served as a key factor -- along with John Paul's journey to Poland -- in the fall of communism.
Weaving the story of each of these counterrevolutions into a brisk, gripping narrative, Strange
Rebels is a groundbreaking account of how these far-flung events and disparate actors and
movements gave birth to our modern age.
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: Dec. 7, 1941 Gordon William Prange, 1991 Before
dawn breaks over the Pacific, young Japanese pilots don the scarfs of ancient warriors--and in the
early light of Sunday morning an American radarman picks up an approaching air force, only to be
told by his superiors that the planes are U.S. B-27s. A few hours later, Pearl Harbor is in flames, and
America's naval fleet lies in bloodied ruins...
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: The Cold War Ralph B. Levering, 2016-02-16 Now
available in a fully revised and updated third edition, The Cold War: A Post-Cold War History offers
an authoritative and accessible introduction to the history and enduring legacy of the Cold War.
Thoroughly updated in light of new scholarship, including revised sections on President Nixon’s
policies in Vietnam and President Reagan’s approach to U.S.-Soviet relations Features six all new
counterparts sections that juxtapose important historical figures to illustrate the contrasting
viewpoints that characterized the Cold War Argues that the success of Western capitalism during
the Cold War laid the groundwork for the economic globalization and political democratization that
have defined the 21st century Includes extended coverage of the Cuban Missile Crisis, the most
dangerous confrontation of the nuclear age thus far
  why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq: The Attack on Pearl Harbor Laurie Collier
Hillstrom, 2009 Provides a detailed account of the Pearl Harbor attack and the war in the Pacific.
Covers the dramatic events of December 7, 1941; chronicles America's victory over Japan; and
explores the legacy of Pearl Harbor. Includes a narrative overview, biographies, primary source
documents, and other helpful features.
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