
why liberalism failed

why liberalism failed is a topic that has sparked robust debate among
political analysts, historians, and citizens worldwide. This article explores
the complex reasons behind the perceived failure of liberalism, examining its
historical origins, philosophical foundations, and the challenges it faces in
the 21st century. By looking at the evolution of liberal thought, economic
policies, social dynamics, and global influences, we aim to provide a
comprehensive understanding of why liberalism failed to meet many of its
original promises. Readers will gain insight into the factors contributing to
liberalism’s struggles, including economic inequality, cultural
fragmentation, and political polarization. Whether you are a student of
political science or simply curious about current events, this article offers
an authoritative analysis of the topic, highlighting key arguments and
evidence. Continue reading for an in-depth exploration that clarifies the
complexities behind the question: why liberalism failed.
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Historical Background of Liberalism

Liberalism originated in the wake of the Enlightenment, as thinkers began to
advocate for individual rights, representative government, and the rule of
law. Emerging in Europe during the 17th and 18th centuries, liberalism
quickly spread to North America and influenced revolutionary movements. Its
emphasis on personal freedom, free markets, and limited government inspired
foundational documents such as the Declaration of Independence and the Bill
of Rights. Over time, liberalism evolved to include the protection of civil
liberties, promotion of democracy, and support for free trade. However, as
societies changed, so did the challenges that liberalism faced, leading some
to question its continued relevance and effectiveness.

Philosophical Foundations and Core Principles

Individual Rights and Freedoms

At the heart of liberalism lies the belief in individual autonomy and self-



determination. Early liberal philosophers, such as John Locke and John Stuart
Mill, championed the importance of personal liberties and the protection of
private property. These principles shaped the legal and political frameworks
of liberal democracies, emphasizing the need for checks on government power
and the guarantee of human rights.

Equality Before the Law

Liberalism upholds the idea that all citizens should have equal access to
justice and opportunities, regardless of background. This principle fostered
the expansion of civil rights and the dismantling of aristocratic privileges.
Yet, critics argue that these ideals have often fallen short in practice,
leaving significant disparities within liberal societies.

Market Economy and Competition

A central tenet of liberalism is the belief in free markets and open
competition. By encouraging innovation, efficiency, and entrepreneurship,
liberalism aspired to create prosperity for all. However, as market dynamics
shifted and globalization accelerated, the limitations of this approach
became increasingly evident.

Economic Policies and Their Impact

Rise of Economic Inequality

While liberal economic policies promoted growth and technological
advancement, they also contributed to widening income gaps. Deregulation,
privatization, and free trade created wealth for some but left others behind.
Critics point to the growing divide between rich and poor as a key reason why
liberalism failed to deliver on its promise of shared prosperity.

Challenges of Globalization

Globalization, driven by liberal market principles, reshaped labor markets
and disrupted traditional industries. Many communities experienced job losses
and declining wages, leading to social unrest and political backlash. The
failure to address these dislocations fueled skepticism about liberalism’s
effectiveness in managing economic change.

Financial Crises and Policy Limitations

Liberal policies often prioritized deregulation but failed to prevent
financial instability.

The 2008 global financial crisis exposed vulnerabilities in liberal
economies.

Efforts to recover revealed the limits of market-based solutions to
systemic problems.



Social and Cultural Challenges

Fragmentation and Loss of Community

Liberalism’s focus on individual autonomy sometimes led to weakened social
bonds. As traditional institutions eroded, communities faced challenges in
maintaining cohesion and shared values. Critics contend that liberalism
underestimated the importance of collective identity and cultural heritage,
resulting in increased alienation and social fragmentation.

Multiculturalism and Integration Issues

Liberal societies embraced diversity and multiculturalism, believing these
would enrich public life. However, difficulties in integrating newcomers and
managing cultural differences created tensions. The rise of identity politics
and polarization highlighted liberalism’s struggles to foster inclusive
communities while respecting individual rights.

Decline of Civic Participation

Despite promoting democratic participation, many liberal societies have
witnessed declining civic engagement. Voter turnout, public trust in
institutions, and involvement in community organizations have dropped in
recent decades. This trend has weakened the foundations of liberal democracy
and fueled doubts about its long-term viability.

Political Polarization and Governance Issues

Gridlock and Partisan Conflict

Liberal democracies are increasingly plagued by political polarization,
making effective governance difficult. Deep divisions between parties and
ideologies have led to legislative gridlock and policy paralysis. This
inability to address pressing problems has diminished public confidence in
liberal institutions.

Rise of Populism and Anti-Liberal Movements

The perceived failures of liberalism have given rise to populist and
nationalist movements. These groups challenge liberal values and call for
stronger government intervention, protectionism, and the reassertion of
national identity. Their growing influence signals dissatisfaction with the
liberal status quo and a search for alternative political models.



Weakening of Democratic Norms

Attacks on media freedom and judicial independence undermine liberal
democracy.

Manipulation of electoral systems erodes public trust in democratic
processes.

Authoritarian tendencies threaten the core principles of liberal
governance.

Global Influences on Liberalism’s Decline

Competition from Alternative Models

The rise of authoritarian capitalism and state-led economies has challenged
liberalism on the global stage. Countries such as China and Russia promote
alternative models that prioritize stability, growth, and national
sovereignty over liberal values. This shift in influence has intensified
debates about the viability of liberalism in a multipolar world.

International Conflicts and Instability

Global conflicts, migration crises, and economic instability have exposed the
limits of liberal internationalism. Efforts to promote democracy and human
rights abroad often encounter resistance, highlighting the difficulties of
applying liberal principles universally. These challenges have contributed to
the perception that liberalism is unable to address complex global realities.

Legacy and Contemporary Critiques

Intellectual Critiques of Liberalism

Scholars from various disciplines have examined why liberalism failed to
achieve its objectives. Critiques focus on liberalism’s assumptions about
human nature, the role of the state, and the impact of economic policies.
Some argue that liberalism overemphasized individualism at the expense of
solidarity and social justice.

Calls for Reform and Renewal

In response to its failures, some advocates propose reforming liberalism to
address contemporary challenges. Suggestions include strengthening social
safety nets, promoting inclusive governance, and redefining the balance
between freedom and equality. These efforts aim to revive liberalism’s
relevance in a rapidly changing world.



Enduring Influence and Future Prospects

Despite its setbacks, liberalism continues to shape political discourse and
institutional frameworks. Its core principles remain influential, even as
societies grapple with new challenges. Understanding why liberalism failed is
essential for those seeking to build resilient and just societies in the
future.

Q: What are the main reasons why liberalism failed in
many societies?
A: The main reasons include growing economic inequality, weakened social
cohesion, political polarization, and the inability to respond effectively to
globalization and rapid technological change.

Q: How did liberal economic policies contribute to
liberalism’s failure?
A: Liberal economic policies promoted deregulation and free markets, which
led to growth for some but increased income disparities and financial
instability for others, undermining liberalism’s promise of shared
prosperity.

Q: What role did globalization play in the decline of
liberalism?
A: Globalization disrupted traditional industries and labor markets, caused
job losses, and fueled social and political backlash against liberal policies
seen as prioritizing global interests over local communities.

Q: Why has political polarization worsened under
liberal democracies?
A: Liberal democracies often struggle with deep ideological divisions,
leading to gridlock, policy paralysis, and decreased trust in institutions,
which weakens the effectiveness of governance.

Q: What are some critiques of liberalism’s focus on
individual rights?
A: Critics argue that emphasizing individual rights can lead to social
fragmentation, loss of community, and insufficient attention to collective
identity and the common good.

Q: How has the rise of populism affected liberalism?
A: Populist movements challenge liberal values by advocating for stronger
government intervention, national sovereignty, and protectionism, further
eroding trust in traditional liberal institutions.



Q: What global factors have contributed to the
perception that liberalism failed?
A: The emergence of alternative political and economic models, such as
authoritarian capitalism, and international conflicts have challenged
liberalism’s dominance and exposed its limitations.

Q: Can liberalism be reformed to address its
failures?
A: Many experts believe liberalism can be renewed by strengthening social
safety nets, promoting inclusive governance, and balancing individual
freedoms with collective responsibilities.

Q: Is liberalism still influential despite its
perceived failures?
A: Yes, liberal principles continue to inform political discourse and
institutional structures, although their application and relevance are
subject to ongoing debate and adaptation.
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The Economic Failures of Unfettered Liberalism

One of the central criticisms levied against liberalism focuses on its economic model. While
proponents champion free markets and individual initiative, critics argue that unchecked capitalism,
often associated with liberal ideology, has led to significant economic inequality. The relentless
pursuit of profit, they contend, has resulted in:

H3: Widening Income Disparity: The gap between the wealthy elite and the working class has grown
exponentially in many liberal democracies. This wealth concentration undermines the very principles
of equality and opportunity that liberalism purports to uphold.
H3: Exploitation of Labor: The emphasis on maximizing profits often leads to the exploitation of
workers through low wages, poor working conditions, and limited benefits. The "race to the bottom"
sees businesses seeking the cheapest labor, often at the expense of workers' rights.
H3: Environmental Degradation: The relentless pursuit of economic growth, without sufficient
consideration for environmental sustainability, has resulted in significant ecological damage,
threatening the long-term well-being of society. The externalities of industrial activity are often not
factored into the cost of production, leading to environmental degradation.

Social Fragmentation and the Erosion of Community

Beyond economic disparities, critics argue that liberalism has contributed to social fragmentation
and the erosion of traditional values.

H3: Individualism vs. Collectivism: While celebrating individual liberty, liberalism is accused of
neglecting the importance of community and collective responsibility. The emphasis on individual
rights can overshadow the need for social cohesion and mutual support.
H3: The Rise of Identity Politics: The focus on individual rights has arguably fueled the rise of
identity politics, creating divisions along lines of race, gender, and sexual orientation. While these
identities are important, the resulting fragmentation can hinder national unity and social progress.
H3: Cultural Homogenization: The globalization promoted by liberal economic policies can lead to
cultural homogenization, eroding local traditions and cultural diversity. This loss of cultural
distinctiveness can contribute to feelings of alienation and loss of identity.

Political Polarization and the Decline of Trust in Institutions

Liberalism's perceived failures also extend to the political sphere.

H3: Political Polarization: The increasing polarization of political discourse, with extreme ideologies
dominating public debate, is often attributed to the inherent limitations of liberal systems. The
adversarial nature of liberal democracies can exacerbate divisions and hinder constructive dialogue.
H3: Decline of Civic Engagement: Critics argue that liberalism has fostered a sense of apathy and



disengagement among citizens. The focus on individual rights can lead to a decline in civic
participation and a lack of collective action to address societal problems.
H3: Erosion of Trust in Institutions: The perceived failures of government and other institutions to
address societal challenges have eroded public trust. This decline in trust undermines the legitimacy
of liberal democratic systems.

The Illusion of Progress? Re-Evaluating Liberalism's Promises

Many proponents of liberalism argue that its perceived failures are not inherent flaws but rather
consequences of incomplete or poorly implemented policies. However, the persistent challenges
outlined above raise important questions about the fundamental assumptions of liberal ideology. Is
the pursuit of individual liberty inherently incompatible with social cohesion and economic equality?
Can the free market effectively address societal challenges without significant regulatory oversight?
These are critical questions that require careful consideration and ongoing debate.

Conclusion:

This examination of liberalism's perceived failures is not intended to advocate for its complete
rejection. Rather, it seeks to foster a critical and nuanced understanding of its limitations.
Addressing the challenges of economic inequality, social fragmentation, and political polarization
requires a reevaluation of liberal principles and a commitment to finding more inclusive and
sustainable solutions. The future of liberalism, and indeed the future of democratic societies,
depends on our ability to acknowledge its shortcomings and strive for a more just and equitable
future.

FAQs:

1. Is liberalism inherently flawed, or are its failures due to poor implementation? The answer likely
lies somewhere in between. While some inherent tensions exist within liberal thought, many of its
perceived failures stem from poor implementation and a failure to adequately address its inherent
contradictions.

2. What alternative political ideologies offer viable solutions to liberalism's shortcomings? Various
alternatives, such as social democracy, democratic socialism, and even certain forms of
communitarianism, propose different approaches to addressing economic inequality and social
cohesion.

3. Can liberalism be reformed to address its shortcomings? Yes, many argue that liberalism can and
should be reformed. This requires a focus on policies that promote greater economic equality, social
justice, and environmental sustainability.

4. What role does globalization play in liberalism's perceived failures? Globalization, often associated
with liberal economic policies, can exacerbate inequalities and lead to cultural homogenization,
contributing to some of liberalism's perceived failures.



5. Is the "failure" of liberalism a global phenomenon, or is it specific to certain contexts? The
perceived failures of liberalism manifest differently across various contexts, influenced by factors
such as historical circumstances, cultural norms, and the specific implementation of liberal policies.
However, the underlying tensions are often similar worldwide.

  why liberalism failed: Why Liberalism Failed Patrick J. Deneen, 2019-02-26 One of the most
important political books of 2018.—Rod Dreher, American Conservative Of the three dominant
ideologies of the twentieth century—fascism, communism, and liberalism—only the last remains.
This has created a peculiar situation in which liberalism’s proponents tend to forget that it is an
ideology and not the natural end-state of human political evolution. As Patrick Deneen argues in this
provocative book, liberalism is built on a foundation of contradictions: it trumpets equal rights while
fostering incomparable material inequality; its legitimacy rests on consent, yet it discourages civic
commitments in favor of privatism; and in its pursuit of individual autonomy, it has given rise to the
most far-reaching, comprehensive state system in human history. Here, Deneen offers an astringent
warning that the centripetal forces now at work on our political culture are not superficial flaws but
inherent features of a system whose success is generating its own failure.
  why liberalism failed: Why Liberalism Failed Patrick J. Deneen, 2018-01-09 Has liberalism
failed because it has succeeded?
  why liberalism failed: Why Liberalism Failed Patrick J. Deneen, 2018-01-09 Has liberalism
failed because it has succeeded? Of the three dominant ideologies of the twentieth century—fascism,
communism, and liberalism—only the last remains. This has created a peculiar situation in which
liberalism’s proponents tend to forget that it is an ideology and not the natural end-state of human
political evolution. As Patrick Deneen argues in this provocative book, liberalism is built on a
foundation of contradictions: it trumpets equal rights while fostering incomparable material
inequality; its legitimacy rests on consent, yet it discourages civic commitments in favor of
privatism; and in its pursuit of individual autonomy, it has given rise to the most far-reaching,
comprehensive state system in human history.Here, Deneen offers an astringent warning that the
centripetal forces now at work on our political culture are not superficial flaws but inherent features
of a system whose success is generating its own failure.
  why liberalism failed: Why White Liberals Fail Anthony J. Badger, 2022-06-14 Anthony
Badger explains why liberal campaigns for race-neutral economic policies failed to win over white
Southerners. When federal programs did not deliver the economic benefits that white Southerners
expected, the appeal of biracial politics was supplanted by the values-based lure of conservative
Republicans.
  why liberalism failed: Why Liberalism Works Deirdre Nansen McCloskey, 2019-01-01 An
insightful and passionately written book explaining why a return to Enlightenment ideals is good for
the world Beginning with the simple but fertile idea that people should not push other people
around, Deirdre McCloskey presents an elegant defense of 'true liberalism' as opposed to its
well-meaning rivals on the left and the right. Erudite, but marvelously accessible and written in a
style that is at once colloquial and astringent.--Stanley Fish The greatest challenges facing
humankind, according to Deirdre McCloskey, are poverty and tyranny, both of which hold people
back. Arguing for a return to true liberal values, this engaging and accessible book develops,
defends, and demonstrates how embracing the ideas first espoused by eighteenth-century
philosophers like Locke, Smith, Voltaire, and Wollstonecraft is good for everyone. With her
trademark wit and deep understanding, McCloskey shows how the adoption of Enlightenment ideals
of liberalism has propelled the freedom and prosperity that define the quality of a full life. In her
view, liberalism leads to equality, but equality does not necessarily lead to liberalism. Liberalism is
an optimistic philosophy that depends on the power of rhetoric rather than coercion, and on ethics,
free speech, and facts in order to thrive.
  why liberalism failed: The Lost History of Liberalism Helena Rosenblatt, 2020-02-04 The Lost



History of Liberalism challenges our most basic assumptions about a political creed that has become
a rallying cry - and a term of derision - in today's increasingly divided public square. Taking readers
from ancient Rome to today, Helena Rosenblatt traces the evolution of the words liberal and
liberalism, revealing the heated debates that have taken place over their meaning. In this timely and
provocative book, Rosenblatt debunks the popular myth of liberalism as a uniquely Anglo-American
tradition centered on individual rights. It was only during the Cold War and America's growing world
hegemony that liberalism was refashioned into an American ideology focused so strongly on
individual freedoms.--
  why liberalism failed: Democratic Faith Patrick Deneen, 2009-01-10 The American political
reformer Herbert Croly wrote, For better or worse, democracy cannot be disentangled from an
aspiration toward human perfectibility. Democratic Faith is at once a trenchant analysis and a
powerful critique of this underlying assumption that informs democratic theory. Patrick Deneen
argues that among democracy's most ardent supporters there is an oft-expressed belief in the need
to transform human beings in order to reconcile the sometimes disappointing reality of human
self-interest with the democratic ideal of selfless commitment. This transformative impulse is
frequently couched in religious language, such as the need for political redemption. This is all the
more striking given the frequent accompanying condemnation of traditional religious belief that
informs the democratic faith.? At the same time, because so often this democratic ideal fails to
materialize, democratic faith is often subject to a particularly intense form of disappointment. A
mutually reinforcing cycle of faith and disillusionment is frequently exhibited by those who profess a
democratic faith--in effect imperiling democratic commitments due to the cynicism of its most
fervent erstwhile supporters. Deneen argues that democracy is ill-served by such faith. Instead, he
proposes a form of democratic realism that recognizes democracy not as a regime with aspirations
to perfection, but that justifies democracy as the regime most appropriate for imperfect humans. If
democratic faith aspires to transformation, democratic realism insists on the central importance of
humility, hope, and charity.
  why liberalism failed: The Odyssey of Political Theory Patrick J. Deneen, 2003-04-14 This
path-breaking and eloquent analysis of The Odyssey, and the way it has been interpreted by political
philosophers throughout the centuries, has dramatic implications for the current state of political
thought. This important book offers readers original insights into The Odyssey and it provides a new
understanding of the classic works of Plato, Rousseau, Vico, Horkheimer, and Adorno. Through his
analysis Patrick J. Deneen requires readers to rethink the issues that are truly at the heart of our
contemporary 'Culture Wars,' and he encourages us to reassess our assumptions about the Western
canon's virtues or viciousness. Deneen's penetrating exploration of Odysseus's and our own
enduring battles between the dual temptations of homecoming and exploration, patriotism and
cosmopolitanism, and relativism and universality provides an original perspective on contentious
debates at the center of modern political theory and philosophy.
  why liberalism failed: The Light that Failed Ivan Krastev, Stephen Holmes, 2019-10-31 A
landmark book that completely transforms our understanding of the crisis of liberalism, from two
pre-eminent intellectuals Why did the West, after winning the Cold War, lose its political balance? In
the early 1990s, hopes for the eastward spread of liberal democracy were high. And yet the
transformation of Eastern European countries gave rise to a bitter repudiation of liberalism itself,
not only there but also back in the heartland of the West. In this brilliant work of political
psychology, Ivan Krastev and Stephen Holmes argue that the supposed end of history turned out to
be only the beginning of an Age of Imitation. Reckoning with the history of the last thirty years, they
show that the most powerful force behind the wave of populist xenophobia that began in Eastern
Europe stems from resentment at the post-1989 imperative to become Westernized. Through this
prism, the Trump revolution represents an ironic fulfillment of the promise that the nations exiting
from communist rule would come to resemble the United States. In a strange twist, Trump has
elevated Putin's Russia and Orbán's Hungary into models for the United States. Written by two
pre-eminent intellectuals bridging the East/West divide, The Light that Failed is a landmark book



that sheds light on the extraordinary history of our Age of Imitation.
  why liberalism failed: Why Neo-Liberalism Failed in France Kevin Brookes, 2021-11-01
This book fills a gap in the literature on economic liberalism in France as it strives to resolve a
paradox. How do we reconcile the fact that while France has been among the most fertile of soils for
the liberal intellectual tradition, the theoretical ideas it has produced has little impact on its own
public debate and public policies? Using a wide range of data on public policies, it demonstrates that
neo-liberal thought has had far less influence in France than in other European nations during the
period from 1974 to 2012. The failure of neo-liberalism to propagate in public policies France is
shown to be mainly due to the strong resistance of public opinion towards it. In addition, the
structure of French institutions has reinforced the effect of path dependence in the making of public
policy by valuing state expertise above that of actors likely to question the post-war consensus, such
as academics and think tanks. Finally, the book identifies other more incidental factors which
contributed to neo-liberalism marginality: the fragmentation and radicalism of neo-liberal advocates,
as well as the absence of charismatic political actors to effectively embody these ideas. This book is
a useful educational tool for students of economics, sociology, political science, and of French
political history. This book is also of interest for journalists, think tank researchers and professionals
of politics and administration.
  why liberalism failed: Liberalism and Its Discontents Alan Brinkley, 1998 How did liberalism,
the great political tradition that from the New Deal to the 1960s seemed to dominate American
politics, fall from favor so far and so fast? In this history of liberalism since the 1930s, a
distinguished historian offers an eloquent account of postwar liberalism, where it came from, where
it has gone, and why. The book supplies a crucial chapter in the history of twentieth-century
American politics as well as a valuable and clear perspective on the state of our nation's politics
today. Liberalism and Its Discontents moves from a penetrating interpretation of Franklin D.
Roosevelt and the New Deal to an analysis of the profound and frequently corrosive economic,
social, and cultural changes that have undermined the liberal tradition. The book moves beyond an
examination of the internal weaknesses of liberalism and the broad social and economic forces it
faced to consider the role of alternative political traditions in liberalism's downfall. What emerges is
a picture of a dominant political tradition far less uniform and stable--and far more complex and
contested--than has been argued. The author offers as well a masterly assessment of how some of
the leading historians of the postwar era explained (or failed to explain) liberalism and other
political ideologies in the last half-century. He also makes clear how historical interpretation was
itself a reflection of liberal assumptions that began to collapse more quickly and completely than
almost any scholar could have imagined a generation ago. As both political history and a critique of
that history, Liberalism and Its Discontents, based on extraordinary essays written over the last
decade, leads to a new understanding of the shaping of modern America.
  why liberalism failed: The Demon in Democracy Ryszard Legutko, 2018-06-26 Ryszard
Legutko lived and suffered under communism for decades—and he fought with the Polish
anti-communist movement to abolish it. Having lived for two decades under a liberal democracy,
however, he has discovered that these two political systems have a lot more in common than one
might think. They both stem from the same historical roots in early modernity, and accept similar
presuppositions about history, society, religion, politics, culture, and human nature. In The Demon in
Democracy, Legutko explores the shared objectives between these two political systems, and
explains how liberal democracy has over time lurched towards the same goals as communism, albeit
without Soviet style brutality. Both systems, says Legutko, reduce human nature to that of the
common man, who is led to believe himself liberated from the obligations of the past. Both the
communist man and the liberal democratic man refuse to admit that there exists anything of value
outside the political systems to which they pledged their loyalty. And both systems refuse to
undertake any critical examination of their ideological prejudices.
  why liberalism failed: The Unbroken Thread Sohrab Ahmari, 2021-06-10 'A serious - and
seriously readable - book about the deep issues that our shallow age has foolishly tried to dodge' -



Douglas Murray 'A crystal-clear analysis of the multiple failures of me-first contemporary liberalism'
- Giles Fraser For millennia, philosophical, ethical and theological reflection was commonplace
among the intellectually curious. But the wisdom that some of the greatest minds across the
centuries continue to offer us remains routinely ignored in our modern pursuit of self-fulfilment,
economic growth and technological advancement. Sohrab Ahmari, the influential Op-Ed editor at the
New York Post, offers a brilliant examination of our postmodern Western culture, and an analysis of
the paradox at its heart: that the 'freedoms' we enjoy - to be or do whatever we want, subject only to
consent, with everything morally neutral or relative - are at odds with the true freedom that comes
from the pursuit of the collective good. Rather than the insatiable drive to satisfy our individual
appetites, this collective good involves self-sacrifice and self-control. It requires us to diminish so
that others may grow. What responsibility do we have to our parents? Should we think for ourselves?
Are sexual ethics purely a private matter? How do we justify our lives? These, and other questions -
explored in the company of a surprising range of ancient and contemporary thinkers - reveal how
some of the most ancient moral problems are as fresh and relevant to our age as they were to our
ancestors. By plumbing the depths of each question, the book underscores the poverty of our
contemporary narratives around race, gender, privilege (and much else), exposing them as
symptoms of a deep cultural crisis in which we claim a false superiority over the past, and helps us
work our way back to tradition, to grasp at the thin, bare threads in our hands, while we still can.
  why liberalism failed: The Age of Entitlement Christopher Caldwell, 2021-01-05 A major
American intellectual and “one of the right’s most gifted and astute journalists” (The New York
Times Book Review) makes the historical case that the reforms of the 1960s, reforms intended to
make the nation more just and humane, left many Americans feeling alienated, despised,
misled—and ready to put an adventurer in the White House. Christopher Caldwell has spent years
studying the liberal uprising of the 1960s and its unforeseen consequences and his conclusion is
this: even the reforms that Americans love best have come with costs that are staggeringly high—in
wealth, freedom, and social stability—and that have been spread unevenly among classes and
generations. Caldwell reveals the real political turning points of the past half-century, taking you on
a roller-coaster ride through Playboy magazine, affirmative action, CB radio, leveraged buyouts,
iPhones, Oxycotin, Black Lives Matter, and internet cookies. In doing so, he shows that attempts to
redress the injustices of the past have left Americans living under two different ideas of what it
means to play by the rules. Essential, timely, hard to put down, The Age of Entitlement “is an
eloquent and bracing book, full of insight” (New York magazine) about how the reforms of the past
fifty years gave the country two incompatible political systems—and drove it toward conflict.
  why liberalism failed: Suicide of the West Jonah Goldberg, 2020-01-14 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER • An urgent argument that America and other democracies are in peril because they
have lost the will to defend the values and institutions that sustain freedom and prosperity. Now
updated with a new preface! “Epic and debate-shifting.”—David Brooks, New York Times Only once
in the last 250,000 years have humans stumbled upon a way to lift ourselves out of the endless cycle
of poverty, hunger, and war that defines most of history. If democracy, individualism, and the free
market were humankind’s destiny, they should have appeared and taken hold a bit earlier in the
evolutionary record. The emergence of freedom and prosperity was nothing short of a miracle. As
Americans we are doubly blessed, because the radical ideas that made the miracle possible were
written not just into the Constitution but in our hearts, laying the groundwork for our uniquely
prosperous society. Those ideas are: • Our rights come from God, not from the government. • The
government belongs to us; we do not belong to it. • The individual is sovereign. We are all captains
of our own souls, not bound by the circumstances of our birth. • The fruits of our labors belong to us.
In the last few decades, these political virtues have been turned into vices. As we are increasingly
taught to view our traditions as a system of oppression, exploitation, and privilege, the principles of
liberty and the rule of law are under attack from left and right. For the West to survive, we must
renew our sense of gratitude for what our civilization has given us and rediscover the ideals and
habits of the heart that led us out of the bloody muck of the past—or back to the muck we will go.



  why liberalism failed: The Conservative Sensibility George F. Will, 2019-06-04 The Pulitzer
Prize-winning columnist's astonishing and enthralling New York Times bestseller and Notable Book
about how the Founders' belief in natural rights created a great American political tradition
(Booklist) -- easily one of the best books on American Conservatism ever written (Jonah Goldberg).
For more than four decades, George F. Will has attempted to discern the principles of the Western
political tradition and apply them to America's civic life. Today, the stakes could hardly be higher.
Vital questions about the nature of man, of rights, of equality, of majority rule are bubbling just
beneath the surface of daily events in America. The Founders' vision, articulated first in the
Declaration of Independence and carried out in the Constitution, gave the new republic a framework
for government unique in world history. Their beliefs in natural rights, limited government, religious
freedom, and in human virtue and dignity ushered in two centuries of American prosperity. Now, as
Will shows, conservatism is under threat -- both from progressives and elements inside the
Republican Party. America has become an administrative state, while destructive trends have
overtaken family life and higher education. Semi-autonomous executive agencies wield essentially
unaccountable power. Congress has failed in its duty to exercise its legislative powers. And the
executive branch has slipped the Constitution's leash. In the intellectual battle between the vision of
Founding Fathers like James Madison, who advanced the notion of natural rights that pre-exist
government, and the progressivism advanced by Woodrow Wilson, the Founders have been losing.
It's time to reverse America's political fortunes. Expansive, intellectually thrilling, and written with
the erudite wit that has made Will beloved by millions of readers, The Conservative Sensibility is an
extraordinary new book from one of America's most celebrated political writers.
  why liberalism failed: Against Liberalism John Kekes, 2018-10-18 Liberalism is doomed to
failure, John Kekes argues in this penetrating criticism of its basic assumptions. Liberals favor
individual autonomy, a wide plurality of choices, and equal rights and resources, seeing them as
essential for good lives. They oppose such evils as selfishness, intolerance, cruelty, and greed. Yet
the more autonomy, equality, and pluralism there is, Kekes contends, the greater is the scope for
evil. According to Kekes, liberalism is inconsistent because the conditions liberals regard as
essential for good lives actually foster the very evils liberals want to avoid, and avoiding those evils
depends on conditions contrary to the ones liberals favor. Kekes argues further that the liberal
conceptions of equality, justice, and pluralism require treating good and evil people with equal
respect, distributing resources without regard to what recipients deserve, and restricting choices to
those that conform to liberal preconceptions. All these policies are detrimental to good lives. Kekes
concludes that liberalism cannot cope with the prevalence of evil, that it is vitiated by inconsistent
commitments, and that—contrary to its aim—liberalism is an obstacle to good lives.
  why liberalism failed: Liberalism at Large Alexander Zevin, 2021-03-23 The path-breaking
history of modern liberalism told through the pages of one of its most zealous supporters In this
landmark book, Alexander Zevin looks at the development of modern liberalism by examining the
long history of the Economist newspaper, which, since 1843, has been the most tireless—and
internationally influential—champion of the liberal cause anywhere in the world. But what exactly is
liberalism, and how has its message evolved? Liberalism at Large examines a political ideology on
the move as it confronts the challenges that classical doctrine left unresolved: the rise of democracy,
the expansion of empire, the ascendancy of high finance. Contact with such momentous forces was
never going to leave the proponents of liberal values unchanged. Zevin holds a mirror to the
politics—and personalities—of Economist editors past and present, from Victorian banker-essayists
James Wilson and Walter Bagehot to latter-day eminences Bill Emmott and Zanny Minton Beddoes.
Today, neither economic crisis at home nor permanent warfare abroad has dimmed the Economist’s
belief in unfettered markets, limited government, and a free hand for the West. Confidante to the
powerful, emissary for the financial sector, portal onto international affairs, the bestselling
newsweekly shapes the world its readers—as well as everyone else—inhabit. This is the first critical
biography of one of the architects of a liberal world order now under increasing strain.
  why liberalism failed: The Once and Future Liberal Mark Lilla, 2018 For nearly 40 years,



Ronald Reagan's vision--small government, lower taxes, and self-reliant individualism--has remained
America's dominant political ideology. The Democratic Party has offered no truly convincing
competing vision. Instead, American liberalism has fallen under the spell of identity politics.Mark
Lilla argues with acerbic wit that liberals, originally driven by a sincere desire to protect the most
vulnerable Americans, have now unwittingly invested their energies in social movements rather than
winning elections. This abandonment of political priorities has had dire consequences. But, with the
Republican Party led by an unpredictable demagogue and in ideological disarray, Lilla believes
liberals now have an opportunity to turn from the divisive politics of identity, and offer positive ideas
for a shared future. A fiercely-argued, no-nonsense book, The Once and Future Liberal is essential
reading for our momentous times.
  why liberalism failed: After Liberalism Paul Edward Gottfried, 2001-07-02 In this trenchant
challenge to social engineering, Paul Gottfried analyzes a patricide: the slaying of
nineteenth-century liberalism by the managerial state. Many people, of course, realize that
liberalism no longer connotes distributed powers and bourgeois moral standards, the need to protect
civil society from an encroaching state, or the virtues of vigorous self-government. Many also know
that today's liberals have far different goals from those of their predecessors, aiming as they do
largely to combat prejudice, to provide social services and welfare benefits, and to defend expressive
and lifestyle freedoms. Paul Gottfried does more than analyze these historical facts, however. He
builds on them to show why it matters that the managerial state has replaced traditional liberalism:
the new regimes of social engineers, he maintains, are elitists, and their rule is consensual only in
the sense that it is unopposed by any widespread organized opposition. Throughout the western
world, increasingly uprooted populations unthinkingly accept centralized controls in exchange for a
variety of entitlements. In their frightening passivity, Gottfried locates the quandary for traditionalist
and populist adversaries of the welfare state. How can opponents of administrative elites show the
public that those who provide, however ineptly, for their material needs are the enemies of
democratic self-rule and of independent decision making in family life? If we do not wake up,
Gottfried warns, the political debate may soon be over, despite sporadic and ideologically confused
populist rumblings in both Europe and the United States.
  why liberalism failed: Resilient Liberalism in Europe's Political Economy Vivien A.
Schmidt, Mark Thatcher, 2013-08-29 Why have neo-liberal economic ideas been so resilient since
the 1980s, despite major intellectual challenges, crippling financial and political crises, and failure
to deliver on their promises? Why do they repeatedly return, not only to survive but to thrive? This
groundbreaking book proposes five lines of analysis to explain the dynamics of both continuity and
change in neo-liberal ideas: the flexibility of neo-liberalism's core principles; the gaps between
neo-liberal rhetoric and reality; the strength of neo-liberal discourse in debates; the power of
interests in the strategic use of ideas; and the force of institutions in the embedding of neo-liberal
ideas. The book's highly distinguished group of authors shows how these possible explanations apply
across the most important domains - fiscal policy, the role of the state, welfare and labour markets,
regulation of competition and financial markets, management of the Euro, and corporate governance
- in the European Union and across European countries.
  why liberalism failed: Common Good Constitutionalism Adrian Vermeule, 2022-02-08 The
way that Americans understand their Constitution and wider legal tradition has been dominated in
recent decades by two exhausted approaches: the originalism of conservatives and the “living
constitutionalism” of progressives. Is it time to look for an alternative? Adrian Vermeule argues that
the alternative has been there, buried in the American legal tradition, all along. He shows that US
law was, from the founding, subsumed within the broad framework of the classical legal tradition,
which conceives law as “a reasoned ordering to the common good.” In this view, law’s purpose is to
promote the goods a flourishing political community requires: justice, peace, prosperity, and
morality. He shows how this legacy has been lost, despite still being implicit within American public
law, and convincingly argues for its recovery in the form of “common good constitutionalism.” This
erudite and brilliantly original book is a vital intervention in America’s most significant



contemporary legal debate while also being an enduring account of the true nature of law that will
resonate for decades with scholars and students.
  why liberalism failed: Bleak Liberalism Amanda Anderson, 2016-11-30 Bleak liberalism --
Liberalism in the age of high realism -- Revisiting the political novel -- The liberal aesthetic in the
postwar era: the case of Trilling and Adorno -- Bleak liberalism and the realism/modernism debate:
Ellison and Lessing
  why liberalism failed: Why America Needs a Left Eli Zaretsky, 2013-04-26 The United States
today cries out for a robust, self-respecting, intellectually sophisticated left, yet the very idea of a
left appears to have been discredited. In this brilliant new book, Eli Zaretsky rethinks the idea by
examining three key moments in American history: the Civil War, the New Deal and the range of
New Left movements in the 1960s and after including the civil rights movement, the women's
movement and gay liberation.In each period, he argues, the active involvement of the left - especially
its critical interaction with mainstream liberalism - proved indispensable. American liberalism, as
represented by the Democratic Party, is necessarily spineless and ineffective without a left.
Correspondingly, without a strong liberal center, the left becomes sectarian, authoritarian, and
worse. Written in an accessible way for the general reader and the undergraduate student, this book
provides a fresh perspective on American politics and political history. It has often been said that the
idea of a left originated in the French Revolution and is distinctively European; Zaretsky argues, by
contrast, that America has always had a vibrant and powerful left. And he shows that in those
critical moments when the country returns to itself, it is on its left/liberal bases that it comes to feel
most at home.
  why liberalism failed: Origins of Liberal Dominance Andrew Gould, 1999-09-22 Explores the
rise of liberalism and the development of modern political institutions in Europe
  why liberalism failed: Has Liberalism Failed Women? J. Klausen, 2015-12-18 This book
comes out of a conference in April of 1999 at the Center for European Studies at Harvard University
on the topic of Gender Parity and the Liberal Tradition: Proposals and Debates in Europe and the
United States. The essays are divided into three sections, each of which approaches from a different
angle the central question of whether liberalism has failed women. The first section aims to frame
the discussion by outlining the theoretical arguments for the amendments or revisions implied by the
proponents of the Parity Movement in Europe and for the concerns raised by critics. The second
describes recent changes in party rules, European legal framework, and national constitutions, as
well as the gains made by women in response to rule change. The third section provides American
perspectives on the lessons that parity advocates might draw from affirmative action policies and
speculations about how parity rules would work in the American context.
  why liberalism failed: Death by Liberalism J. R. Dunn, 2011-01-18 Center-right conservative
author J. R. Dunn offers a cogent analysis of how liberalism has not only failed as an ideology but has
proven fatal to citizens and societies around the world. Dunn’s piercing analysis of the Obama
administration’s perilous public policy agenda is a provocative, must-read rallying cry for Tea Party
adherents, fans of Ann Coulter and Jonah Goldberg, or anyone concerned about the left’s deadly
impact on the future.
  why liberalism failed: End of History and the Last Man Francis Fukuyama, 2006-03-01 Ever
since its first publication in 1992, the New York Times bestselling The End of History and the Last
Man has provoked controversy and debate. Profoundly realistic and important...supremely timely
and cogent...the first book to fully fathom the depth and range of the changes now sweeping through
the world. —The Washington Post Book World Francis Fukuyama's prescient analysis of religious
fundamentalism, politics, scientific progress, ethical codes, and war is as essential for a world
fighting fundamentalist terrorists as it was for the end of the Cold War. Now updated with a new
afterword, The End of History and the Last Man is a modern classic.
  why liberalism failed: The Limits of Liberalism Mark T. Mitchell, 2018-11-30 In The Limits
of Liberalism, Mark T. Mitchell argues that a rejection of tradition is both philosophically incoherent
and politically harmful. This false conception of tradition helps to facilitate both liberal



cosmopolitanism and identity politics. The incoherencies are revealed through an investigation of
the works of Michael Oakeshott, Alasdair MacIntyre, and Michael Polanyi. Mitchell demonstrates
that the rejection of tradition as an epistemic necessity has produced a false conception of the
human person—the liberal self—which in turn has produced a false conception of freedom. This book
identifies why most modern thinkers have denied the essential role of tradition and explains how
tradition can be restored to its proper place. Oakeshott, MacIntyre, and Polanyi all, in various ways,
emphasize the necessity of tradition, and although these thinkers approach tradition in different
ways, Mitchell finds useful elements within each to build an argument for a reconstructed view of
tradition and, as a result, a reconstructed view of freedom. Mitchell argues that only by finding an
alternative to the liberal self can we escape the incoherencies and pathologies inherent therein. This
book will appeal to undergraduates, graduate students, professional scholars, and educated
laypersons in the history of ideas and late modern culture.
  why liberalism failed: A Thousand Small Sanities Adam Gopnik, 2019-05-16 'WITTY,
HUMANE, LEARNED' NEW YORK TIMES The New York Times-bestselling author offers a stirring
defence of liberalism against the dogmatisms of our time Not since the early twentieth century has
liberalism, and liberals, been under such relentless attack, from both right and left. The crisis of
democracy in our era has produced a crisis of faith in liberal institutions and, even worse, in liberal
thought. A Thousand Small Sanities is a manifesto rooted in the lives of people who invented and
extended the liberal tradition. Taking us from Montaigne to Mill, and from Middlemarch to the civil
rights movement, Adam Gopnik argues that liberalism is not a form of centrism, nor simply another
word for free markets, nor merely a term denoting a set of rights. It is something far more
ambitious: the search for radical change by humane measures. Gopnik shows us why liberalism is
one of the great moral adventures in human history--and why, in an age of autocracy, our lives may
depend on its continuation.
  why liberalism failed: Strangers in a Strange Land Charles J. Chaput, 2017-02-21 A vivid
critique of American life today and a guide to how Christians—and particularly Catholics--can live
their faith vigorously, and even with hope, in a post-Christian public square. From Charles J. Chaput,
author of Living the Catholic Faith and Render unto Caesar comes Strangers in a Strange Land, a
fresh, urgent, and ultimately hopeful treatise on the state of Catholicism and Christianity in the
United States. America today is different in kind, not just in degree, from the past. And this new
reality is unlikely to be reversed. The reasons include, but aren't limited to, economic changes that
widen the gulf between rich and poor; problems in the content and execution of the education
system; the decline of traditional religious belief among young people; the shift from organized
religion among adults to unbelief or individualized spiritualities; changes in legal theory and erosion
in respect for civil and natural law; significant demographic shifts; profound new patterns in sexual
behavior and identity; the growth of federal power and its disregard for religious rights; the growing
isolation and elitism of the leadership classes; and the decline of a sustaining sense of family and
community.
  why liberalism failed: One Hundred Years of Solitude Gabriel García Márquez, 2022-10-11
Netflix’s series adaptation of One Hundred Years of Solitude premieres December 11, 2024! One of
the twentieth century’s enduring works, One Hundred Years of Solitude is a widely beloved and
acclaimed novel known throughout the world and the ultimate achievement in a Nobel Prize–winning
career. The novel tells the story of the rise and fall of the mythical town of Macondo through the
history of the Buendía family. Rich and brilliant, it is a chronicle of life, death, and the tragicomedy
of humankind. In the beautiful, ridiculous, and tawdry story of the Buendía family, one sees all of
humanity, just as in the history, myths, growth, and decay of Macondo, one sees all of Latin America.
Love and lust, war and revolution, riches and poverty, youth and senility, the variety of life, the
endlessness of death, the search for peace and truth—these universal themes dominate the novel.
Alternately reverential and comical, One Hundred Years of Solitude weaves the political, personal,
and spiritual to bring a new consciousness to storytelling. Translated into dozens of languages, this
stunning work is no less than an account of the history of the human race.



  why liberalism failed: The Problem of Jobs Guian A. McKee, 2010-06-15 Contesting claims
that postwar American liberalism retreated from fights against unemployment and economic
inequality, The Problem of Jobs reveals that such efforts did not collapse after the New Deal but
instead began to flourish at the local, rather than the national, level. With a focus on Philadelphia,
this volume illuminates the central role of these local political and policy struggles in shaping the
fortunes of city and citizen alike. In the process, it tells the remarkable story of how Philadelphia’s
policymakers and community activists energetically worked to challenge deindustrialization through
an innovative series of job retention initiatives, training programs, inner-city business development
projects, and early affirmative action programs. Without ignoring the failure of Philadelphians to
combat institutionalized racism, Guian McKee's account of their surprising success draws a portrait
of American liberalism that evinces a potency not usually associated with the postwar era.
Ultimately interpreting economic decline as an arena for intervention rather than a historical
inevitability, The Problem of Jobs serves as a timely reminder of policy’s potential to combat
injustice.
  why liberalism failed: Reagan's Victory Andrew Busch, 2005 Many have pointed to the Iran
hostage crisis, others to galloping inflation. In reality, as Andrew Busch makes clear, Ronald
Reagan's defeat of President Jimmy Carter in 1980 was attributable to more than any one issue, no
matter how galvanizing. It marked the growing ascendancy of conservative attitudes that had been
brewing for two decades—and marked the clear end of the era of New Deal liberalism. Busch offers
the first comprehensive study of this contest, going beyond journalistic accounts to show why it
remains one of the truly landmark elections of the past century. Through a compelling story full of
colorful characters, unexpected plot twists, and dramatic finales, he reveals how it both reflected the
politics of its time and foreshadowed our nation's political future. Beginning with Carter's crisis of
confidence speech on July 15, 1979, Busch introduces the field of candidates, follows their
campaigns through the primaries and general election, identifies the key turning points and winning
strategies, and assesses the results, including the GOP's first Senate majority in twenty-six years. He
shows how the Democrats were weakened by the demise of the New Deal coalition and a decline in
public confidence, while Republicans were bolstered by the growth of the conservative movement
and by all that had gone wrong during the Carter presidency. He also examines the creation of a
Sunbelt coalition, the growing influence of religious conservatives, and the independent candidacy of
John Anderson, which held Reagan's majority to 51 percent and foreshadowed Ross Perot's 1992
run. Reagan's victory marked a major turning point in American presidential history, realigned the
demographics of party affiliation throughout the nation (especially in the nation's Sunbelt), and gave
conservatives their first real victory in their fight against Big Government. Busch's book recaptures
the people and events of that historic campaign and greatly enlarges our understanding of American
politics from the 1960s to the present.
  why liberalism failed: The Politics of Virtue John Milbank, Adrian Pabst, 2016-08-22
Contemporary politics is dominated by a liberal creed that champions ‘negative liberty’ and
individual happiness. This creed undergirds positions on both the right and the left – free-market
capitalism, state bureaucracy and individualism in social life. The triumph of liberalism has had the
effect of subordinating human association and the common good to narrow self-interest and
short-term utility. By contrast, post-liberalism promotes individual fulfilment and mutual flourishing
based on shared goals that have more substantive content than the formal abstractions of liberal law
and contract, and yet are also adaptable to different cultural and local traditions. In this important
book, John Milbank and Adrian Pabst apply this analysis to the economy, politics, culture, and
international affairs. In each case, having diagnosed the crisis of liberalism, they propose
post-liberal alternatives, notably new concepts and fresh policy ideas. They demonstrate that, amid
the current crisis, post-liberalism is a programme that could define a new politics of virtue and the
common good.
  why liberalism failed: Liberalism and Social Action John Dewey, 2000 In this, one of
Dewey's most accessible works, he surveys the history of liberal thought from John Locke to John



Stuart Mill, in his search to find the core of liberalism for today's world. While liberals of all stripes
have held to some very basic values-liberty, individuality, and the critical use of intelligence-earlier
forms of liberalism restricted the state function to protecting its citizens while allowing free reign to
socioeconomic forces. But, as society matures, so must liberalism as it reaches out to redefine itself
in a world where government must play a role in creating an environment in which citizens can
achieve their potential. Dewey's advocacy of a positive role for government-a new
liberalism-nevertheless finds him rejecting radical Marxists and fascists who would use violence and
revolution rather than democratic methods to aid the citizenry.
  why liberalism failed: Art After Liberalism Nicholas Gamso, 2022-01-11 Art after Liberalism is
an account of creative practice at a moment of converging social crises. It is also an inquiry into
emergent ways of living, acting, and making art in the company of others. The apparent failures of
liberal thinking mark its starting point. No longer can the framework of the nation-state, the figure
of the enterprising individual, and the premise of limitless development be counted on to produce a
world worth living in. No longer can talk of inclusion, representation, or a neutral public sphere pass
for something like equality. It is increasingly clear that these commonplace liberal conceptions have
failed to improve life in any lasting way. In fact, they conceal fundamental connections to
enslavement, conscription, colonization, moral debt, and ecological devastation. Now we must
decide what comes after. The essays in this book attempt to register these connections by following
itinerant artists, artworks, and art publics as they move across comparative political environments.
The book thus provides a range of speculations about art and social experience after liberal
modernity. Featuring a conversation with Amin Husain and Nitasha Dhillon of MTL Collective.
  why liberalism failed: South Africa, Settler Colonialism and the Failures of Liberal Democracy
Doctor Thiven Reddy, 2015-12-15 In South Africa, two unmistakable features describe
post-Apartheid politics. The first is the formal framework of liberal democracy, including regular
elections, multiple political parties and a range of progressive social rights. The second is the
politics of the ‘extraordinary’, which includes a political discourse that relies on threats and the use
of violence, the crude re-racialization of numerous conflicts, and protests over various popular
grievances. In this highly original work, Thiven Reddy shows how conventional approaches to
understanding democratization have failed to capture the complexities of South Africa’s
post-Apartheid transition. Rather, as a product of imperial expansion, the South African state,
capitalism and citizen identities have been uniquely shaped by a particular mode of domination,
namely settler colonialism. South Africa, Settler Colonialism and the Failures of Liberal Democracy
is an important work that sheds light on the nature of modernity, democracy and the complex
politics of contemporary South Africa.
  why liberalism failed: The Federalist Papers Alexander Hamilton, John Jay, James Madison,
2018-08-20 Classic Books Library presents this brand new edition of “The Federalist Papers”, a
collection of separate essays and articles compiled in 1788 by Alexander Hamilton. Following the
United States Declaration of Independence in 1776, the governing doctrines and policies of the
States lacked cohesion. “The Federalist”, as it was previously known, was constructed by American
statesman Alexander Hamilton, and was intended to catalyse the ratification of the United States
Constitution. Hamilton recruited fellow statesmen James Madison Jr., and John Jay to write papers
for the compendium, and the three are known as some of the Founding Fathers of the United States.
Alexander Hamilton (c. 1755–1804) was an American lawyer, journalist and highly influential
government official. He also served as a Senior Officer in the Army between 1799-1800 and founded
the Federalist Party, the system that governed the nation’s finances. His contributions to the
Constitution and leadership made a significant and lasting impact on the early development of the
nation of the United States.
  why liberalism failed: Can Liberal States Accommodate Indigenous Peoples? Duncan Ivison,
2020-01-13 The original – and often continuing – sin of countries with a settler colonial past is their
brutal treatment of indigenous peoples. This challenging legacy continues to confront modern liberal
democracies ranging from the USA and Canada to Australia, New Zealand and beyond. Duncan



Ivison’s book considers how these states can justly accommodate indigenous populations today. He
shows how indigenous movements have gained prominence in the past decade, driving both
domestic and international campaigns for change. He examines how the claims made by these
movements challenge liberal conceptions of the state, rights, political community, identity and
legitimacy. Interweaving a lucid introduction to the debates with his own original argument, he
contends that we need to move beyond complaints about the ‘politics of identity’ and towards a more
historically and theoretically nuanced liberalism better suited to our times. This book will be a key
resource for students and scholars interested in political theory, historic injustice, Indigenous
studies and the history of political thought.
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