
witch of the blackbird pond
witch of the blackbird pond is a timeless piece of historical fiction that
continues to captivate readers of all ages. Set in late 17th-century colonial
Connecticut, this celebrated novel explores themes of identity, freedom, and
prejudice through the eyes of a spirited young woman navigating a strict
Puritan society. This comprehensive article delves into the background, plot
summary, main characters, central themes, literary significance, and
historical context of witch of the blackbird pond. Readers will also find
insights into the book’s enduring legacy and its impact on literature and
education. Whether you are revisiting the classic or discovering it for the
first time, this guide provides everything you need to know about witch of
the blackbird pond, making it an invaluable resource for students, teachers,
and literature enthusiasts alike.
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Background and Publication History

Katherine Paterson’s witch of the blackbird pond was first published in 1958
and quickly established itself as a staple of young adult literature. The
author, Elizabeth George Speare, crafted a nuanced story set against the
rigid backdrop of Puritan New England. Drawing inspiration from real
historical events and blending them with fictional elements, Speare’s work
earned critical acclaim for its authentic portrayal of colonial life and its
sensitive exploration of issues like intolerance and conformity. The novel
has remained in print for decades, widely adopted in schools and libraries,
and recognized as a Newbery Medal winner. Its careful research, compelling
narrative, and universal themes have contributed to its enduring popularity
and relevance.



Plot Summary of witch of the blackbird pond

witch of the blackbird pond follows sixteen-year-old Kit Tyler as she leaves
her home in Barbados after the death of her grandfather. Seeking refuge with
relatives in the Puritan settlement of Wethersfield, Connecticut, Kit soon
finds herself at odds with the community’s rigid customs and religious
beliefs. Her free-spirited ways and unfamiliarity with local traditions make
her an outsider, stirring suspicion and gossip among the townspeople.

Kit befriends Hannah Tupper, a solitary Quaker woman living near Blackbird
Pond, who is shunned by the townsfolk and rumored to be a witch. Through her
friendship with Hannah and her growing relationships with other key
characters, Kit learns about courage, acceptance, and the cost of standing up
for one’s beliefs. When fear and hysteria grip the community, Kit faces
accusations of witchcraft, forcing her to confront prejudice and make
difficult choices about loyalty and truth.

Kit’s journey from Barbados to Connecticut

Adjusting to Puritan society and meeting new family

Developing friendships with Mercy, Judith, and Hannah

Conflict with community norms and ensuing witchcraft accusations

Resolution and Kit’s growth as an individual

Main Characters and Character Analysis

Kit Tyler

Kit Tyler is the protagonist of witch of the blackbird pond. Raised in the
vibrant, open environment of Barbados, Kit is independent, imaginative, and
outspoken. Her adjustment to the strict, somber life in Connecticut serves as
the central conflict of the novel. Kit’s compassion and courage are evident
as she defends those persecuted by the community, ultimately maturing into a
more self-aware and resilient individual.

Hannah Tupper

Hannah Tupper is a kind-hearted Quaker woman who lives in isolation near
Blackbird Pond. Rumored to be a witch by the superstitious townspeople,
Hannah becomes a symbol of tolerance and wisdom. Her friendship with Kit is



instrumental in the younger woman’s personal growth and understanding of true
acceptance.

Mercy and Judith Wood

Kit’s cousins, Mercy and Judith, represent contrasting personalities. Mercy
is gentle, nurturing, and physically disabled, embodying quiet strength and
compassion. Judith is practical, ambitious, and sometimes envious, providing
a foil to Kit’s impulsiveness. Both characters contribute to Kit’s
development and to the dynamics within the Wood family.

Matthew and Rachel Wood

Matthew Wood, Kit’s strict uncle, epitomizes Puritan values of discipline,
order, and hard work. Rachel, Kit’s aunt, is more understanding and
empathetic, often acting as a mediator within the family. Their differing
approaches to Kit’s integration into the community highlight generational and
ideological divides.

Nathaniel Eaton and William Ashby

Nat Eaton, the son of a ship captain, is adventurous, loyal, and open-minded.
He becomes Kit’s confidant and eventual love interest, encouraging her to
stay true to herself. William Ashby, in contrast, is a wealthy, ambitious
young man who represents security and social status but lacks emotional
depth. The contrast between Nat and William underscores Kit’s internal
struggle between conformity and independence.

Central Themes and Motifs

Freedom vs. Conformity

A major theme in witch of the blackbird pond is the tension between personal
freedom and societal conformity. Kit’s struggle to maintain her individuality
in a rigid society mirrors broader conflicts between tradition and change,
highlighting the challenges faced by those who dare to be different.

Prejudice and Tolerance



The novel explores the destructive power of prejudice, as seen in the
treatment of Hannah Tupper and the suspicion cast upon Kit. It also
celebrates the virtues of tolerance, empathy, and understanding, offering a
powerful message about the importance of standing up against injustice.

Identity and Belonging

Kit’s journey is one of self-discovery and the search for belonging. Over
time, she learns to balance her unique background with the expectations of
her new community, ultimately finding a place where she can be true to
herself while forming meaningful connections with others.

Religion and Superstition

witch of the blackbird pond examines the influence of religion and
superstition on colonial society. The Puritan community’s rigid beliefs fuel
fear, suspicion, and the persecution of outsiders, serving as a cautionary
tale about the dangers of intolerance and mass hysteria.

Historical Context and Setting

Set in 1687 in the Connecticut Colony, witch of the blackbird pond provides
an authentic portrayal of colonial life. The novel sheds light on the daily
routines, religious practices, and social norms of Puritan settlers, as well
as the tensions between different religious and cultural groups. Elizabeth
George Speare’s meticulous research is evident in the depiction of the
Wethersfield settlement, the customs of the time, and the historical backdrop
of King James II’s efforts to consolidate control over the New England
colonies. The reference to witchcraft accusations reflects actual historical
events, including the widespread fear and persecution of those deemed
“different” in early American history.

Literary Significance and Awards

witch of the blackbird pond is widely regarded as a classic of American
children’s literature. Its engaging storytelling, well-developed characters,
and exploration of complex themes have made it a favorite among readers and
educators. The novel received the prestigious Newbery Medal in 1959,
recognizing its distinguished contribution to American literature for
children. Critics and scholars have praised the book for its nuanced
portrayal of historical issues and its ability to provoke thoughtful
discussions about morality, justice, and empathy. It remains a popular choice



for classroom study and literary analysis.

Legacy and Impact on Modern Readers

The legacy of witch of the blackbird pond endures through its continued
popularity and relevance. Its themes of individuality, courage, and
acceptance resonate with contemporary audiences, encouraging readers to
reflect on the importance of tolerance in society. The novel’s vivid
characters and rich historical setting have inspired adaptations,
discussions, and scholarly studies. For many, it serves as an entry point
into historical fiction and a catalyst for exploring broader social and
ethical issues.

Continued inclusion in school curriculums1.

Influence on the genre of historical fiction for young readers2.

Ongoing discussions about prejudice and justice in literature3.

Adaptations and references in popular culture4.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the main plot of witch of the blackbird
pond?
A: The main plot follows Kit Tyler, a young woman from Barbados, as she
adjusts to life in a strict Puritan community in Connecticut. She befriends
an outcast, Hannah Tupper, and faces accusations of witchcraft, ultimately
learning about courage, tolerance, and belonging.

Q: Who is the author of witch of the blackbird pond?
A: witch of the blackbird pond was written by Elizabeth George Speare, an
acclaimed American author known for her historical fiction.

Q: What are the central themes of witch of the
blackbird pond?
A: The novel explores themes such as freedom versus conformity, prejudice and
tolerance, identity and belonging, and the impact of religion and



superstition on society.

Q: Why is Hannah Tupper considered a witch in the
novel?
A: In the story, Hannah Tupper is labeled a witch by the townspeople due to
her isolation, Quaker faith, and nonconformist behavior, reflecting the real-
life fear and suspicion of outsiders in colonial times.

Q: What historical period does witch of the
blackbird pond depict?
A: The novel is set in the late 17th century, specifically in 1687, within
the Connecticut Colony during the height of Puritan influence.

Q: Has witch of the blackbird pond received any
awards?
A: Yes, the book won the Newbery Medal in 1959, recognizing its excellence in
children’s literature.

Q: How does Kit Tyler change throughout the story?
A: Kit Tyler matures from a naive and impulsive outsider into a
compassionate, resilient young woman who finds her own sense of belonging and
stands up for her beliefs.

Q: What makes witch of the blackbird pond
significant in literature?
A: Its authentic historical setting, relatable characters, and exploration of
important social themes make the novel a lasting and influential work in
American literature.

Q: Is witch of the blackbird pond based on real
events?
A: While the novel is a work of fiction, it draws on real historical contexts
and events, such as the persecution of Quakers and the fear of witchcraft in
colonial New England.



Q: Why is witch of the blackbird pond recommended
for young readers?
A: The book offers valuable lessons about empathy, courage, and standing
against prejudice, making it both educational and inspiring for young
readers.
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The Witch of Blackbird Pond: A Deep Dive into a
Timeless Classic

Are you captivated by stories of courage, prejudice, and the enduring power of the human spirit?
Then you've come to the right place. This comprehensive guide delves into Elizabeth George
Speare's captivating novel, The Witch of Blackbird Pond. We'll explore its compelling characters, its
historical context, its enduring themes, and what makes it a timeless classic deserving of its place in
literature curricula and readers' hearts. Prepare to unearth the secrets and significance of The
Witch of Blackbird Pond.

A Glimpse into 17th-Century Connecticut: Setting the Stage

Speare masterfully transports us to the Puritan community of Wethersfield, Connecticut, in 1687.
This isn't a romanticized vision; the novel vividly portrays the harsh realities of life in this fledgling
colony. The rigid social structures, religious fervor, and pervasive fear of the "other" form the
backdrop against which Kit Tyler's story unfolds. The setting itself, with its imposing Blackbird Pond
and the looming woods, becomes a character in its own right, reflecting the complexities and
uncertainties of Kit's journey.

Kit Tyler: A Reluctant Heroine Facing Prejudice

At the heart of The Witch of Blackbird Pond is Kit Tyler, a spirited and independent young woman
forced to leave her life of relative privilege in Barbados and navigate the unforgiving Puritan society.
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She's not your typical heroine; she's flawed, headstrong, and often clashes with the rigid
expectations of her new environment. Her struggles resonate with readers because they are so
human. Kit's initial resistance to conform, her artistic expression, and her genuine kindness make
her a compelling and relatable character.

#### The Accusation of Witchcraft: A Crucible of Fear

The central conflict revolves around the accusation that Kit is a witch. This is far more than a simple
plot device; it reflects the prevalent anxieties and superstitions of the time. The Puritans' fear of the
unknown, their ingrained distrust of anything that deviated from their strict religious norms, fuels
the accusations against Kit. The trial sequence highlights the dangers of unchecked fear and the
importance of critical thinking in the face of unfounded allegations.

#### The Power of Friendship and Community

Despite the pervasive suspicion and hostility, Kit finds solace and strength in unexpected
friendships. Her relationship with Nat Eaton, Hannah Tupper, and even the initially skeptical
Reverend John Holbrook highlight the importance of human connection and empathy in overcoming
prejudice. These relationships challenge the rigid social structures of the Puritan community and
show the power of acceptance and understanding to counter fear and intolerance.

#### More Than Just a Witch Hunt: Exploring Deeper Themes

The Witch of Blackbird Pond transcends its historical setting to explore universal themes relevant
even today. The novel tackles prejudice, intolerance, the power of belief and doubt, the struggle for
self-discovery, and the importance of embracing one's individuality. The novel's enduring appeal lies
in its ability to resonate with readers across generations, prompting reflection on societal biases and
personal struggles.

#### The Significance of Artistic Expression

Kit's artistic talents, specifically her skill in drawing and painting, serve as a powerful symbol of her
defiance and individuality. In a society that values conformity and suppresses artistic expression,
Kit's art becomes a form of rebellion, a testament to her inner strength and resilience. The beauty
she creates contrasts with the ugliness of prejudice and fear, highlighting the transformative power
of art.

The Lasting Legacy of The Witch of Blackbird Pond

The Witch of Blackbird Pond remains a significant work of historical fiction, lauded for its accuracy,
compelling characters, and exploration of timeless themes. It continues to be widely read and
studied, sparking conversations about prejudice, social justice, and the importance of individual
expression. Its enduring appeal is a testament to Speare's masterful storytelling and her ability to
craft characters and a narrative that resonate deeply with readers of all ages.

Conclusion:



Elizabeth George Speare's The Witch of Blackbird Pond is more than just a historical novel; it's a
powerful and moving story that explores the complexities of human nature and the enduring
struggle against prejudice and intolerance. Its nuanced characters, gripping plot, and timeless
themes ensure its continued relevance and place as a classic of children's and young adult literature.

FAQs:

1. Is The Witch of Blackbird Pond suitable for all age groups? While generally considered
appropriate for middle-grade and young adult readers, some mature themes might require parental
guidance for younger readers.

2. What historical accuracy does the novel possess? Speare meticulously researched the historical
setting and customs of 17th-century Puritan Connecticut, ensuring a degree of historical accuracy
within the fictional narrative.

3. What makes Kit Tyler such a compelling character? Kit's independent spirit, her artistic talents,
and her resilience in the face of adversity make her a relatable and inspiring heroine.

4. How does the setting of Wethersfield and Blackbird Pond contribute to the story? The setting acts
as a character in itself, reflecting the atmosphere of suspicion and fear, but also offering moments of
beauty and hope.

5. What are some key lessons readers can learn from The Witch of Blackbird Pond? The novel
teaches valuable lessons about the dangers of prejudice, the importance of empathy and
understanding, and the strength found in individual expression and resilience.

  witch of the blackbird pond: The Witch of Blackbird Pond Elizabeth George Speare, 1958
Sixteen-year-old Kit Tyler is marked by suspicion and disapproval from the moment she arrives on
the unfamiliar shores of colonial Connecticut in 1687. Alone and desperate, she has been forced to
leave her beloved home on the island of Barbados and join a family she has never met. Torn between
her quest for belonging and her desire to be true to herself, Kit struggles to survive in a hostile
place. Just when it seems she must give up, she finds a kindred spirit. But Kit's friendship with
Hannah Tupper, believed by the colonists to be a witch, proves more taboo than she could have
imagined and ultimately forces Kit to choose between her heart and her duty. Elizabeth George
Speare won the 1959 Newbery Medal for this portrayal of a heroine whom readers will admire for
her unwavering sense of truth as well as her infinite capacity to love.
  witch of the blackbird pond: Lost on the Prairie MaryLou Driedger, 2021-05-25 Shortlisted,
2021 Manitoba Book Awards, Eileen McTavish Sykes Award for Best First Book Nominated,
Manitoba Young Readers Choice Awards 2023, Sundogs Award Set between Kansas and
Saskatchewan in 1907, this middle-grade novel follows a young boy who gets separated from his
family en route to Canada and must find his way alone across the immense prairie landscape.
Following the sudden death of his eldest brother, twelve-year-old Peter is chosen by his father to
travel by train from Kansas to Saskatchewan to help set up the new family homestead. But when
Peter's boxcar becomes uncoupled from the rest of the train somewhere in South Dakota, he finds
himself lost and alone on the vast prairie. For a sheltered boy who has only read about adventures in
books, Peter is both thrilled and terrified by the journey ahead. Along the way, he faces real
dangers, from poisonous snakes to barn fires; meets people from all walks of life, including famous
author Mark Twain; and grows more resourceful, courageous, and self-reliant as he makes his way
across the Midwest to the Canadian border, eventually reaching his new home in Drake,



Saskatchewan. The journey expands Peter's view of the world and shows him that the bonds of
family and community, regardless of background, are universal and filled with love. Packed with
excitement and adventure, this coming-of-age novel features a strong and likeable young protagonist
and paints a realistic portrait of prairie life in the early twentieth century.
  witch of the blackbird pond: The Girl with Ghost Eyes M. H. Boroson, 2020-09-17 It's the end
of the nineteenth century in San Francisco's Chinatown, and ghost hunters from the Maoshan
traditions of Daoism keep malevolent spiritual forces at bay. Li-lin, the daughter of a renowned
Daoshi exorcist, is a young widow burdened with yin eyes-the unique ability to see the spirit world.
Her spiritual visions and the death of her husband bring shame to Li-lin and her father-and shame is
not something this immigrant family can afford. When a sorcerer cripples her father, terrible plans
are set in motion, and only Li-lin can stop them. To aid her are her martial arts and a peachwood
sword, her burning paper talismans, and a wisecracking spirit in the form of a human eyeball tucked
away in her pocket. Navigating the dangerous alleys and backrooms of a male-dominated
Chinatown, Li-lin must confront evil spirits, gangsters, and soulstealers before the sorcerer's ritual
summons an ancient evil that could burn Chinatown to the ground.
  witch of the blackbird pond: A Guide for Using The Witch of Blackbird Pond in the
Classroom Dona Rice, 1992-06 Presents lesson plans, curriculum connections, activities, vocabulary
help, a related-reading list, and other materials for teaching The witch of Blackbird Pond by
Elizabeth George Speare.
  witch of the blackbird pond: The Witch of Blackbird Pond Elizabeth George Speare, Joyce
Friedland, Rikki Kessler, 1982-01-01 Novel-Ties study guides contain reproducible pages in a
chapter by chapter format to accompany a work of literature of the same title.
  witch of the blackbird pond: Shen of the Sea Arthur Bowie Chrisman, 2021-05-11 Shen of the
Sea is a collection of short stories written by Arthur Bowie Chrisman and illustrated by Else
Hasselriis.Chrisman won the 1926 Newbery Medal, recognizing the previous year's most
distinguished contribution to American literature for children.
  witch of the blackbird pond: Waterless Mountain Laura Adams Armer, 2014 Story, told in
beautiful poetic prose, of the training of a present-day Navajo Indian boy who feels a vocation to
become a medicine man.
  witch of the blackbird pond: Witch-Hunt Marc Aronson, 2005-08 A look at the witch trials in
Salem, Massachusetts in the 17th century that claimed twenty-five lives and its impact on the
community.
  witch of the blackbird pond: Calico Captive Elizabeth George Speare, 2001-10-29 From a
Newbery Medal–winning author, an “exciting novel” about a colonial girl’s experience during the
French and Indian War (Saturday Review). In the year 1754, the stillness of Charlestown, New
Hampshire, is shattered by the terrifying cries of an Indian raid. Young Miriam Willard, on a day that
had promised new happiness, finds herself instead a captive on a forest trail, caught up in the ebb
and flow of the French and Indian War. It is a harrowing march north. Miriam can only force herself
to the next stopping place, the next small portion of food, the next icy stream to be crossed. At the
end of the trail waits a life of hard work and, perhaps, even a life of slavery. Mingled with her
thoughts of Phineas Whitney, her sweetheart on his way to Harvard, is the crying of her sister’s
baby, Captive, born on the trail. Miriam and her companions finally reach Montreal, a city of shifting
loyalties filled with the intrigue of war, and here, by a sudden twist of fortune, Miriam meets the
prominent Du Quesne family, who introduce her to a life she has never imagined. Based on an actual
narrative diary published in 1807, Calico Captive skillfully reenacts an absorbing facet of history.
“Vital and vivid, this short novel based on the actual captivity of a pre-Revolutionary girl of
Charlestown, New Hampshire, presents American history with force and verve.” —Kirkus Reviews
  witch of the blackbird pond: The Witch of Blackbird Pond Novel Units Teacher Guide Anne
Troy, Novel Units, 2019-07-15 Describes suggested activities to accompany the reading of The witch
of Blackbird Pond by Elizabeth George Speare.
  witch of the blackbird pond: The Words in My Hands Asphyxia, 2021-11-09 Part coming of



age, part call to action, this fast-paced #ownvoices novel about a Deaf teenager is a unique and
inspiring exploration of what it means to belong. Smart, artistic, and independent, sixteen year old
Piper is tired of trying to conform. Her mom wants her to be “normal,” to pass as hearing, to get a
good job. But in a time of food scarcity, environmental collapse, and political corruption, Piper has
other things on her mind—like survival. Piper has always been told that she needs to compensate for
her Deafness in a world made for those who can hear. But when she meets Marley, a new world
opens up—one where Deafness is something to celebrate, and where resilience means taking action,
building a com-munity, and believing in something better. Published to rave reviews as Future Girl
in Australia (Allen & Unwin, Sept. 2020), this empowering, unforgettable story is told through a
visual extravaganza of text, paint, collage, and drawings. Set in an ominously prescient near future,
The Words in My Hands is very much a novel for our turbulent times.
  witch of the blackbird pond: Witches! Rosalyn Schanzer, 2011 Tells the story of the victims,
the accused witches, and the scheming officials that turned a mysterious illness into a witch hunt.
  witch of the blackbird pond: The Bronze Bow Elizabeth George Speare, 1961 A young
Jewish rebel is filled with hatred for the Romans and a desire to avenge his parents' deaths until
Jesus of Nazareth teaches him love and understanding of others. A Newbery Medal book.
  witch of the blackbird pond: The Witch Haven Sasha Peyton Smith, 2022-08-30 Whisked away
to Haxahaven Academy for Witches in 1911, seventeen-year-old Frances Hallowell soon finds herself
torn between aligning herself with Haxahaven's foes, the Sons of St. Druon, to solve her brother's
murder or saving Manhattan and her fellow witches.
  witch of the blackbird pond: Judge Sewall's Apology Richard Francis, 2006 Francis draws
on [Salem witch trial judge Samuel Sewall's] own diaries, which enables us to see the early colonists
not as grim ideologues, but as flesh-and-blood idealists, striving for a new society while coming to
terms with the desires and imperfections of ordinary life. Through this unsung hero of the American
conscience--a Puritan, an antislavery agitator, a defender of Native American rights, and a Utopian
theorist--we are granted a fresh perspective on a familiar drama--Amazon.com (previous printing).
  witch of the blackbird pond: The Kennedy Imprisonment Garry Wills, 2002 From one of
America's foremost historians, The Kennedy Imprisonment is the definitive historical and
psychological analysis of the Kennedy clan. The winner of a Pulitzer Prize, Garry Wills reveals a
family that enjoyed public adulation but provided fluctuating leadership, that experienced both
unparalleled fame and odd failures, and whose basic values ensnared its men in their own myths of
success and masculinity. In the end, Wills reveals that the the Kennedys' crippling conception of
power touched every part of their public and private lives, including their relationships with women
and world leaders. Sometimes gossipy, sometimes philosophical, The Kennedy Imprisonment is a
book that is as true, insightful, and relevant as ever.
  witch of the blackbird pond: Invisible World Suzanne Weyn, 2012-08-01 Suzanne Weyn
brings her trademark mix of history, romance, and the supernatural to the Salem Witch
Trials.Elsabeth James has powers she doesn't fully understand. She is descended from midwives,
mind readers, and a fortune-teller who was put to death because she foresaw the death of Mary,
Queen of Scots. She can hear people's thoughts and sometimes see what they see. She has
supernatural gifts, but not evil ones. When Elsabeth sails with her sister, father, and governess to
America, however, she does not foresee that their ship will be wrecked in a storm. Alone for the first
time in her life, she washes up on a South Carolina plantation, where she falls in love with a boy she
meets there and learns magic and healing from an unexpected source. As her powers grow, her stay
is cut short, and she is sent as a servant to Salem, Massachusetts. There she accidentally allows an
evil spirit to enter the village. When a group of girls start to say they're bewitched and accuse
villagers of witchcraft, Elsabeth must find some way to save herself and the boy she loves.
  witch of the blackbird pond: The Witch of Blackbird Pond Elizabeth George Speare, 1958
  witch of the blackbird pond: Snow & Rose Emily Winfield Martin, 2017-10-10 A fairy-tale
reimagining of Snow White and Rose Red from the New York Times bestselling author-illustrator
Emily Winfield Martin. Filled with stunning illustrations. Emily Winfield Martin — reimagine[s]



Brothers Grimm fairy tales, treating delight, with a few grisly bits folded in, as its own reward. The
deeper meanings of these stories do emerge, but the pleasure they give is paramount. —The New
York Times Snow and Rose didn’t know they were in a fairy tale. People never do. . . . Once, they
lived in a big house with spectacular gardens and an army of servants. Once, they had a father and
mother who loved them more than the sun and moon. But that was before their father disappeared
into the woods and their mother disappeared into sorrow. This is the story of two sisters and the
enchanted woods that have been waiting for them to break a set of terrible spells. In Snow & Rose,
bestselling author-illustrator Emily Winfield Martin retells the traditional but little-known fairy tale
“Snow White and Rose Red.” The beautiful full-color illustrations throughout and unusual yet
relatable characters will bring readers back to this book again and again.
  witch of the blackbird pond: Up for Air Laurie Morrison, 2019-05-07 Thirteen-year-old
Annabelle struggles in school, no matter how hard she tries. But as soon as she dives into the pool,
she’s unstoppable. She’s the fastest girl on the middle school swim team, and when she’s asked to
join the high school team over the summer, everything changes. Suddenly, she’s got new friends,
and a high school boy starts treating her like she’s somebody special—and Annabelle thinks she’ll
finally stand out in a good way. She’ll do anything to fit in and help the team make it to the Labor
Day Invitational, even if it means blowing off her old friends. But after a prank goes wrong,
Annabelle is abandoned by the older boy and can’t swim. Who is she without the one thing she’s
good at? Heartwarming and relatable, Up for Air is a story about where we find our self-worth.
  witch of the blackbird pond: Strange Birds Celia C. Pérez, 2019-09-03 From the
award-winning author of The First Rule of Punk comes the story of four kids who form an alternative
Scout troop that shakes up their sleepy Florida town. Writing with wry restraint that's reminiscent of
Kate DiCamillo... a beautiful tale. --Kirkus Reviews (starred review!) When three very different girls
find a mysterious invitation to a lavish mansion, the promise of adventure and mischief is too
intriguing to pass up. Ofelia Castillo (a budding journalist), Aster Douglas (a bookish foodie), and Cat
Garcia (a rule-abiding birdwatcher) meet the kid behind the invite, Lane DiSanti, and it isn't love at
first sight. But they soon bond over a shared mission to get the Floras, their local Scouts, to ditch an
outdated tradition. In their quest for justice, independence, and an unforgettable summer, the girls
form their own troop and find something they didn't know they needed: sisterhood.
  witch of the blackbird pond: Echoes of Eden Jerram Barrs, 2013-05-31 From comic books to
summer blockbusters, all people enjoy art in some form or another. However, few of us can
effectively explain why certain books, movies, and songs resonate so profoundly within us. In Echoes
of Eden, Jerram Barrs helps us identify the significance of artistic expression as it reflects the
extraordinary creativity and unmatched beauty of the Creator God. Additionally, Barrs provides the
key elements for evaluating and defining great art: (1) The glory of the original creation; (2) The
tragedy of the curse of sin; (3) The hope of final redemption and renewal. These three qualifiers are
then put to the test as Barrs investigates five of the world's most influential authors who serve as
ideal case studies in the exploration of the foundations and significance of great art.
  witch of the blackbird pond: Eight Plays for Children Coleman A. Jennings, 1999 This book
provides the full text of the plays produced through the NGPP: -- Constance Congdon, Beauty and
the Beast-- Velina Hasu Houston, Hula Heart-- Tina Howe, East of the Sun and West of the Moon--
Len Jenkin, The Invisible Man-- Mark Medoff, Kringle's Window-- Eric Overmyer, Duke Kahanamoku
vs. The Surfnappers-- Michael Weller, Dogbrain-- Y York, The Witch of Blackbird Pond.
  witch of the blackbird pond: Once Upon a Marigold Jean Ferris, 2004 In this witty spoof of
fairy tales, Christian, a commoner, falls for Princess Marigold, and it's up to him to untwist an odd
love triangle and foil a scheming queen who wants to take over the kingdom.
  witch of the blackbird pond: Catching a Witch Heidi Eljarbo, 2017-07-27 Clara Dahl, an
educated and upstanding minister's daughter, returns to her childhood home in Norway after
several years abroad. She's excited to reconnect with her lifelong friend, Bess and to spend some
time becoming reacquainted with the townsfolks. But before long, Clara realizes her sleepy, little,
picturesque corner of the world has been invaded by evil. The year is 1660, a time in history when



women-especially poor women-were tried and executed for witchcraft. When an English
witch-hunter arrives in Clara's seaside village home, she watches in horror as the townsfolk not only
welcome him but begin to work with him. As neighbor turns against neighbor, Clara finds herself
drawn into the fray, forced to do what she can to protect her friends and others she cares about.
Clara struggles against the witch-hunter's influence, speaking out against his unjust treatment of
those accused of witch-craft as he plays on other peoples' superstitious and religious beliefs. She is
appalled by the townsfolks' behavior, and aside from a handful of close friends, she feels she has no
one she can trust. But when Clara's best friend Bess is accused of being a witch, Clara must find
others to join her quest to save not only her friend but the entire town...before it's too late.
  witch of the blackbird pond: The Witchfinder's Sister Beth Underdown, 2017-03-02 'The
number of women my brother Matthew killed, so far as I can reckon it, is one hundred and six...'
THE PAGE-TURNING RICHARD AND JUDY BOOK CLUB BESTSELLER 'A compelling debut from a
gifted storyteller' Sarah Perry, author of The Essex Serpent When Alice Hopkins' husband dies in a
tragic accident, she returns to the small Essex town of Manningtree, where her brother Matthew
still lives. But home is no longer a place of safety. Matthew has changed, and there are rumours
spreading through the town: whispers of witchcraft, and of a great book, in which he is gathering
women's names. To what lengths will Matthew's obsession drive him? And what choice will Alice
make, when she finds herself at the very heart of his plan? Winner of the HWA Debut Crown Award
2017, and a Spring 2018 Richard and Judy Book Club pick, this beautiful and haunting historical
thriller is perfect for fans of Sarah Waters, The Miniaturist and Burial Rites. 'Vivid and terrifying'
Paula Hawkins, author of The Girl on the Train 'Thumpingly good' Lucy Mangan 'A clever, pacey
read that blends truth and fiction...what elevates this book above other historical thrillers are the
questions that Underdown asks about the nature of power, fear and how easy it is to become
complicit in terrible acts' The Times 'A chilling, creeping novel with very obvious parallels to more
modern forms of witch-hints and misogyny, but is still firmly rooted in an England torn apart by civil
war and gripped by religious fervour' Red 'A haunting, brooding debut' Psychologies 'At once a
feminist parable and an old-fashioned, check-twice-under-the-bed thriller' Patrick Gale 'A richly told
and utterly compelling tale, with shades of Hilary Mantel' Kate Hamer, author of The Girl in the Red
Coat 'Anyone who liked Cecilia Ekback's Wolf Winter is going to love this' Natasha Pulley, author of
The Watchmaker of Filigree Street 'Beth Underdown grips us from the outset and won't let go...at
once a feminist parable and an old-fashioned, check-twice-under-the-bed thriller' Patrick Gale,
author of Notes from an Exhibition 'A tense, surprising and elegantly-crafted novel' Ian McGuire,
author of The North Water 'Beth Underdown cleverly creates a compelling atmosphere of dread and
claustrophobia... Even from the distance of nearly four hundred years, her Matthew Hopkins is a
genuinely frightening monster' Kate Riordan 'Superb: dark, terrifying and utterly compelling' Tracy
Borman 'A novel for our times. Beth Underdown's The Witchfinder's Sister explores another time
and another place to lay bare the visceral horror of what a witch hunt truly is' New York Times Book
Review 'Entertaining and thought-provoking, with a valuable message for our own times'
Washington Post
  witch of the blackbird pond: Sarah Bishop Scott O'Dell, 1980 Grade Level 6.2, Book# 385,
Points 7.
  witch of the blackbird pond: Standards Based End-of-Book Test for the Call of the Wild
Anne Troy, Standards Based End-of-Book Test for, 2009 Describes suggested activities to accompany
the reading of The witch of Blackbird Pond by Elizabeth George Speare.
  witch of the blackbird pond: The Witch of Blackbird Pond Elizabeth George Speare, 1967
  witch of the blackbird pond: Summer of Fear Lois Duncan, 2011-04-19 From the moment
Rachel's family takes in her orphaned cousin Julia, strange things start to happen. Rachel grows
suspicious but soon finds herself alienated from her own life. Julia seems to have enchanted
everyone to turn against her, leaving Rachel on her own to try and prove that Julia is a witch. One
thing about Julia is certain-she is not who she says she is, and Rachel's family is in grave danger.
  witch of the blackbird pond: The Slave Dancer Paula Fox, 2016-06-28 Newbery Medal



Winner: A young Louisiana boy faces the horrors of slavery when he is kidnapped and forced to work
on a slave ship in this iconic novel. Thirteen-year-old Jessie Bollier earns a few pennies playing his
fife on the docks of New Orleans. One night, on his way home, a canvas is thrown over his head and
he’s knocked unconscious. When he wakes up, Jessie finds himself aboard a slave ship, bound for
Africa. There, the Moonlight picks up ninety-eight black prisoners, and the men, women, and
children, chained hand and foot, are methodically crammed into the ship’s hold. Jessie’s job is to
provide music for the slaves to dance to on the ship’s deck—not for amusement but for exercise, as a
way to to keep their muscles strong and their bodies profitable. Over the course of the long voyage,
Jessie grows more and more sickened by the greed of the sailors and the cruelty with which the
slaves are treated. But it’s one final horror, when the Moonlight nears her destination, that will
change Jessie forever. Set during the middle of the nineteenth century, when the illegal slave trade
was at its height, The Slave Dancer not only tells a vivid and shocking story of adventure and
survival, but depicts the brutality of slavery with unflinching historical accuracy.
  witch of the blackbird pond: The Heart of Learning Lawrence Williams, 2014 The Heart of
Learning provides heart-centered guidance and essential information for teaching young children
and for creating a nurturing and effective learning environment.Written by Lawrence Williams, Oak
Meadow's co-founder and a pioneer in homeschooling and distance learning.
  witch of the blackbird pond: Regency Influencer Teresa Yea, 2024-06-07
  witch of the blackbird pond: The Biggest Story ABC Kevin DeYoung, 2017 This board book,
written by best-selling author Kevin DeYoung and illustrated by Don Clark, introduces young
children to the big story of the Bible one letter at a time. --Publisher.
  witch of the blackbird pond: Black Heart, Red Ruby Teresa Yea, 2024-08-31 A ruby red
obsession... Rock bottom. Familiar with it? I'm living it. It's a high school expulsion and a dead end
job. A future as a pathetic nobody. But you know what they say about rock bottom? There's nowhere
to go but up. I've got an ace up my sleeve. Or rather...a ruby. Priceless. Magical. A wicked jewel that
can raise the dead. There's only one problem. I don't have it... Yet. It's hidden in an old mansion by
the sea. You know the kind. There's one in every small town. A house with an overgrown lawn and a
grave or two. Locals whisper about the ruby's bloody history. Tales of murder, madness, and
curses... But that's just a load of crap. Made up to scare off treasure hunters and tomb raiders.
Right? Good thing I'm neither of the above. I'm just a girl trying to make ends meet. Every story
needs a hero. Every hero sheds a little blood...
  witch of the blackbird pond: The Witch's Daughter R.A. Salvatore, 2010-10-27 With the
bold adventure and brilliant magic that have made him one of fantasy's bestselling authors, R. A.
Salvatore continues the epic series that began with Echoes of the Fourth Magic. Join him for a
spellbinding tale of darkness, fantasia, and unbridled imagination. Though many perished in the
dark times past, a precious few survivors escaped, fleeing certain doom to find a dazzling, dangerous
land of wonder. Here wizards and witches inhabited forests spun from enchantment and towers of
celestial beauty. But in this place of promised safety, the Black Warlock was rising from the ashes of
defeat--with an insatiable lust to dominate the world. Square in the path of peril was Rhiannon, the
gently reared daughter of the Emerald Witch. As hamlets from the Crystal Mountains to Avalon fell
before the fury of the Black Warlock, the young witch sensed a sudden call; strange, terrifying
powers tingled within her body. Now Rhiannon had to summon these new, untested abilities to stop
the ancient warlock, an enemy who had long since mastered the forces of the universe and bent
them to his diabolical will. . .
  witch of the blackbird pond: Witch of Blackbird Pond Elizabeth George Speare, 1987-01
Now an orphan, Kit Tyler travels from Barbados, where she grew up, to live with her strict Puritan
uncle in Connecticut.
  witch of the blackbird pond: The Sign of the Beaver Elizabeth George Speare, 1983-04-27 A
1984 Newbery Honor Book Although he faces responsibility bravely, thirteen-year-old Matt is more
than a little apprehensive when his father leaves him alone to guard their new cabin in the
wilderness. When a renegade white stranger steals his gun, Matt realizes he has no way to shoot



game or to protect himself. When Matt meets Attean, a boy in the Beaver clan, he begins to better
understand their way of life and their growing problem in adapting to the white man and the
changing frontier. Elizabeth George Speare’s Newbery Honor-winning survival story is filled with
wonderful detail about living in the wilderness and the relationships that formed between settlers
and natives in the 1700s. Now with an introduction by Joseph Bruchac.
  witch of the blackbird pond: The Witch of Blackbird Pond Prestwick House, Incorporated,
2003-01-01 Each reproducible Response Journal has 50 or more prompts and is arranged with three
to four prompts per chapter. Also included are: Class Record Sheet, Student Respone Sheet, Test,
and Answer Key.
  witch of the blackbird pond: A literature guide to The witch of Blackbird Pond Molly
Flender, Sonia Landes, 1990
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