
tim keller reason for god
tim keller reason for god is a phrase that continues to resonate with readers
seeking thoughtful answers to life’s most profound questions. This article
provides a comprehensive overview of Timothy Keller’s influential book, “The
Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism.” We will explore the book’s
key arguments, its impact on faith conversations, Keller’s background, and
the reasons why “tim keller reason for god” remains a vital resource for both
believers and skeptics. You’ll also find an analysis of the book’s central
themes, its approach to modern doubts about Christianity, and practical
insights drawn from Keller’s experience as a pastor and apologist. Whether
you’re curious about the Christian faith, considering Keller’s reasoning, or
looking for substantive material on the intersection of faith and skepticism,
this article offers a detailed and SEO-optimized guide to everything you need
to know about “tim keller reason for god.”
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Overview of Tim Keller and “The Reason for God”
Tim Keller, a renowned pastor and Christian apologist, authored “The Reason
for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism” in 2008, addressing some of the most
pressing questions about faith in the modern era. Keller is known for his
intellectual yet accessible style, which has made him a respected voice in
both religious and secular circles. His book “The Reason for God” quickly
became a bestseller and has been cited as a significant work in contemporary
Christian apologetics. The book presents a compelling case for the
rationality of faith and seeks to bridge the gap between believers and
skeptics. Keller’s background as the founding pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian
Church in New York City, combined with his academic training, positions him
as a credible and articulate advocate for the Christian worldview.



The Purpose and Audience of the Book
“The Reason for God” was written for a broad audience, including skeptics,
seekers, and Christians looking for answers to tough questions. Tim Keller’s
purpose was to create a safe space for honest dialogue about faith, doubt,
and the rational foundations of Christianity. The book recognizes that many
individuals have deep-seated objections to religion, and it approaches these
concerns with respect and intellectual seriousness. Keller aims to
demonstrate that belief in God is both intellectually viable and emotionally
satisfying, addressing the doubts that often keep people from embracing
faith. His writing style is engaging, thoughtful, and designed to appeal to
readers from diverse backgrounds and worldviews.

Key Arguments in “The Reason for God”
Tim Keller structures “The Reason for God” around a series of core arguments
that defend Christianity against its most common criticisms. He divides the
book into two main parts: the first addresses common doubts and objections to
Christianity, while the second part presents reasons for faith. Keller’s
arguments are characterized by logical reasoning, historical evidence, and
philosophical insight.

The existence of moral values points to a moral lawgiver.

Christianity is not inherently oppressive but has inspired social
justice and compassion.

Faith and science are not enemies but can coexist harmoniously.

The reality of evil and suffering does not disprove God but invites
deeper exploration of faith.

The historical reliability of Jesus’ resurrection is central to
Christian belief.

Every worldview requires faith in some foundational beliefs, including
secularism and skepticism.

Common Doubts Addressed by Keller
“tim keller reason for god” is widely recognized for its thoughtful
engagement with doubts and objections. Keller systematically explores
questions that challenge the credibility of Christianity, providing reasoned
responses to each concern. The book addresses issues such as the existence of
evil, the exclusivity of Christianity, and the relationship between faith and



science, making it a valuable reference for anyone wrestling with questions
about religion.

The Problem of Evil and Suffering
Keller acknowledges that evil and suffering are among the most significant
barriers to faith for many people. He argues that the existence of suffering
does not negate the existence of God; instead, Christianity offers a unique
perspective on pain and redemption. Keller emphasizes that God entered into
human suffering through Jesus Christ, providing hope and meaning amid
hardship.

Christianity’s Claims of Exclusivity
One of the most frequent criticisms leveled against Christianity is its claim
to be the only true path to God. Keller addresses this by examining the
nature of truth claims and the reasons why exclusivity is not inherently
intolerant. He suggests that all belief systems, including secular ones, make
exclusive claims about reality, and that Christianity’s emphasis on grace
sets it apart from other worldviews.

Faith and Science
Keller refutes the notion that science and faith are irreconcilable. He
presents examples of renowned scientists who have been devout believers and
argues that scientific inquiry and religious faith address different types of
questions. According to Keller, both science and Christianity require a level
of trust in foundational assumptions.

Keller’s Approach to Faith and Reason
Tim Keller’s approach integrates faith and reason, insisting that belief in
God is rational, evidence-based, and intellectually robust. He encourages
readers to apply critical thinking to both religious and secular worldviews,
highlighting that skepticism itself is a form of faith in unprovable
assumptions. Keller urges readers to consider not only the intellectual
arguments for Christianity but also the existential satisfaction it provides.

Rational Arguments for God’s Existence
Keller presents philosophical and historical arguments supporting the
plausibility of God. He draws on classic arguments, such as the moral
argument, the cosmological argument, and the historical evidence for Jesus’
resurrection, to demonstrate that Christian faith is grounded in reason as



well as revelation.

Addressing Emotional and Existential Concerns
In addition to logical reasoning, Keller recognizes the importance of
addressing the emotional and existential challenges that people face. He
illustrates how Christianity speaks to the deepest longings of the human
heart: meaning, hope, forgiveness, and love. Keller’s pastoral experience is
evident in his sensitive treatment of these personal and spiritual struggles.

The Impact of “The Reason for God”
“tim keller reason for god” has made a significant impact on Christian
apologetics and public discourse about faith. The book has been widely used
in churches, universities, and discussion groups worldwide. Its balanced
approach has earned praise from both Christian leaders and secular thinkers,
contributing to more respectful and meaningful conversations about religion.
Keller’s influence extends beyond the book, as he has continued to engage
with audiences through public speaking, interviews, and follow-up works.

Critiques and Endorsements
Like any influential work, “The Reason for God” has received both critiques
and endorsements. Many readers appreciate Keller’s respectful tone and depth
of analysis, noting that he avoids simplistic answers and engages honestly
with complex issues. Some critics argue that his arguments may not persuade
those with deeply entrenched skepticism, while others believe the book is an
essential resource for thoughtful engagement with faith. Overall, the book is
recognized for its intellectual integrity and accessibility.

Endorsed by prominent theologians and philosophers

Praised for fostering open and respectful dialogue

Cited as a valuable resource in apologetics

Critiqued for not fully addressing some philosophical objections

Recognized for its clarity and relevance to modern audiences



Practical Takeaways from Keller’s Work
“tim keller reason for god” offers practical insights for readers across the
faith spectrum. Keller’s emphasis on dialogue, respect, and rational inquiry
encourages readers to examine their beliefs and doubts with honesty and
humility. The book equips Christians with tools for responding to skepticism,
while also providing skeptics and seekers with thoughtful answers to their
questions. Ultimately, Keller’s work invites readers to consider the
possibility that faith can be both reasonable and transformative.

Application in Everyday Conversations
Keller’s approach can be applied in personal conversations, small groups, and
public forums. By fostering open dialogue, individuals can address doubts and
share their perspectives in a respectful and constructive manner. The book’s
structure and arguments serve as a helpful guide for engaging with people
from a variety of backgrounds.

Encouragement for Spiritual Exploration
“The Reason for God” encourages spiritual exploration by validating the
importance of questions and skepticism. Keller’s respectful engagement with
doubts creates an environment where individuals feel safe to explore faith
without fear of judgment or dismissal. This approach has inspired many to
reconsider the intellectual and emotional credibility of the Christian faith.

Questions and Answers about tim keller reason
for god

Q: What is the main purpose of “The Reason for God”
by Tim Keller?
A: The main purpose of “The Reason for God” is to address common doubts and
objections to Christianity and to present rational arguments for faith. Tim
Keller seeks to create a respectful dialogue between believers and skeptics,
offering thoughtful answers to challenging questions about God and religion.

Q: Who is the intended audience for “The Reason for
God”?
A: The intended audience includes skeptics, seekers, and Christians who are
grappling with questions about faith, doubt, and the rationality of religious
belief. Keller writes in an accessible style that welcomes people from all



backgrounds.

Q: What are some key arguments Tim Keller makes in
the book?
A: Key arguments in the book include the existence of moral values pointing
to a moral lawgiver, the compatibility of faith and science, the uniqueness
of Christianity’s message of grace, and the historical reliability of Jesus’
resurrection.

Q: How does Tim Keller address the problem of evil
and suffering?
A: Keller addresses the problem of evil by arguing that Christianity provides
a unique perspective on suffering, emphasizing that God entered into human
suffering through Jesus Christ and offers hope and redemption.

Q: Does “The Reason for God” argue that faith and
science are compatible?
A: Yes, Keller contends that faith and science are not inherently at odds. He
provides examples of scientists who are also people of faith and explains how
both disciplines address different aspects of human experience.

Q: What impact has “The Reason for God” had on
public discussions about Christianity?
A: The book has significantly influenced public conversations about faith,
providing a model for respectful and thoughtful dialogue. It has been used in
churches, universities, and discussion groups worldwide.

Q: What are some common critiques of “The Reason for
God”?
A: Common critiques include claims that the book does not fully address some
philosophical objections or that its arguments may not persuade individuals
with deeply entrenched skepticism. However, it is widely praised for its
respectful tone and intellectual rigor.

Q: How can readers apply Keller’s approach in their
own lives?
A: Readers can apply Keller’s approach by fostering open dialogue, engaging



with doubts and questions honestly, and using rational arguments to explore
their beliefs. The book serves as a guide for respectful conversations about
faith.

Q: What is unique about Tim Keller’s writing style
in “The Reason for God”?
A: Tim Keller’s writing is characterized by intellectual depth,
accessibility, and a respectful tone. He combines philosophical reasoning
with pastoral sensitivity, making complex ideas understandable to a wide
audience.

Q: Why is “tim keller reason for god” still relevant
today?
A: The book remains relevant because it addresses enduring questions about
faith, doubt, and reason. Its balanced approach and thoughtful engagement
with contemporary skepticism continue to resonate with readers seeking
meaningful answers.

Tim Keller Reason For God
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Tim Keller's Reason for God: A Powerful Argument for
Faith in the Modern World

Introduction:

Are you wrestling with questions of faith in today's secular world? Do you find yourself struggling to
reconcile belief with reason, or wondering if there’s even a compelling case for God's existence? If
so, you’re not alone. Millions grapple with these very same doubts. This post delves into Tim Keller’s
influential book, "Reason for God," exploring its key arguments, its impact, and why it remains a
relevant and insightful resource for seekers and believers alike. We’ll unpack Keller's approach,
examine his compelling responses to common objections against faith, and leave you with a deeper
understanding of this pivotal work.
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Understanding Tim Keller's Approach in "Reason for
God"

Tim Keller, a renowned pastor and author, doesn't shy away from the tough questions. "Reason for
God" isn't a simplistic apologetic; rather, it's a thoughtful, intellectually honest engagement with the
criticisms leveled against Christianity. Keller's approach is deeply empathetic, acknowledging the
genuine struggles of those who doubt. He doesn't dismiss skepticism but instead meets it head-on,
addressing concerns with intellectual rigor and pastoral sensitivity. This makes his arguments
accessible to both believers seeking to strengthen their faith and non-believers exploring the
possibility of God.

Addressing the Problem of Suffering

One of the most significant hurdles for those considering faith is the problem of suffering. Keller
doesn't offer easy answers, but he confronts this challenge directly. He explores the complexities of
pain and evil, acknowledging their devastating impact, while simultaneously presenting a Christian
perspective that doesn't simply ignore or dismiss the suffering of humanity. He subtly suggests that
a world without God would be far more chaotic and meaningless, a point often overlooked in
discussions around the existence of evil.

Responding to Scientific and Philosophical Objections

Keller deftly addresses scientific objections to faith, recognizing the achievements of science while
asserting that scientific inquiry and faith are not necessarily mutually exclusive. He tackles
philosophical critiques, such as the argument from evil and the problem of free will, offering
nuanced responses that demonstrate a deep understanding of both theology and philosophy. He
avoids simplistic answers, encouraging critical thinking and honest engagement with opposing
viewpoints.

Keller's Focus on the Human Condition

A central theme in "Reason for God" is the human condition. Keller argues that Christianity offers a
unique and compelling explanation for our deepest longings, our inherent sense of morality, and the
pervasive sense of meaninglessness that many experience in a secular world. He suggests that the
Christian worldview provides a more satisfying answer to life's big questions than materialistic or
nihilistic philosophies. He effectively demonstrates how Christianity addresses the existential
anxieties that plague modern society.



The Enduring Relevance of "Reason for God"

"Reason for God," despite being published years ago, remains remarkably relevant. The questions
Keller addresses continue to resonate with individuals wrestling with faith in a rapidly changing
world. His empathetic and intellectually rigorous approach sets his work apart, making it a powerful
tool for engaging in meaningful conversations about faith and reason. The book’s enduring
popularity testifies to its ability to connect with a broad audience, bridging the gap between
intellectual inquiry and spiritual seeking.

Beyond the Book: Engaging with Keller's Ideas

"Reason for God" is more than just a book; it’s a starting point for a journey of faith and intellectual
exploration. Keller's work invites readers to engage deeply with the questions of faith, encouraging
them to think critically and honestly. The book serves as a springboard for further investigation,
prompting readers to seek out additional resources and engage in meaningful discussions with
others. This interactive approach makes Keller's work uniquely powerful and enduring.

Conclusion:

Tim Keller’s "Reason for God" is not simply a defense of Christianity; it's a thoughtful invitation to
engage with the fundamental questions of human existence. Through his empathetic approach,
intellectual honesty, and compelling arguments, Keller provides a valuable resource for anyone
grappling with faith in the modern world. His work offers a powerful reminder that reason and faith
are not necessarily at odds but can, in fact, complement and enrich one another.

FAQs:

1. Is "Reason for God" only for Christians? No, it’s written for anyone wrestling with questions of
faith, regardless of their religious background. Keller engages with the concerns of skeptics and
non-believers directly.

2. What is the main argument of "Reason for God"? The book's central argument is that Christianity
offers a coherent and compelling explanation for the human condition and the world around us,
addressing many of the challenges and criticisms often leveled against it.



3. Is the book difficult to read? While intellectually stimulating, Keller writes in an accessible style,
avoiding overly technical language and making complex ideas understandable to a broad audience.

4. What are some of the common objections Keller addresses? He tackles objections related to the
problem of evil, scientific discoveries, philosophical arguments, and the moral failings of Christians
throughout history.

5. Where can I find "Reason for God"? The book is widely available online and in bookstores, both in
print and ebook formats. You can also find it at major online retailers like Amazon.

  tim keller reason for god: The Reason for God Timothy Keller, 2009-12-11 As the pastor of
an inner-city church in New York City, Timothy Keller has compiled a list of the most frequently
voiced ‘doubts’ sceptics bring to his church, as well as the most important reasons for faith. In THE
REASON FOR GOD, he addresses each doubt and explains each reason.Keller uses literature,
philosophy, real-life conversations, and reasoning to explain how faith in a Christian God is a soundly
rational belief, held by thoughtful people of intellectual integrity with a deep compassion for those
who truly want to know the truth.
  tim keller reason for god: Making Sense of God Timothy Keller, 2016-09-22 We live in an
age of scepticism. Our society places such faith in empirical reason, historical progress, and
heartfelt emotion that it's easy to wonder: why should anyone believe in Christianity? What role can
faith and religion play in our modern lives? In this thoughtful and inspiring book, pastor and New
York Times bestselling author Timothy Keller invites sceptics to consider that Christianity is as
relevant now as ever. As human beings, we cannot live without meaning, satisfaction, freedom,
identity, justice and hope - and Christianity provides us with unsurpassed resources to meet all these
needs. Written for both sceptic and believer, Making Sense of God shines a light on the profound
value and importance of Christianity in our lives.
  tim keller reason for god: The Reason for God Timothy Keller, 2010-10-30 In this six-session
small group Bible study, The Reason for God, captures live and unscripted conversations between
Tim Keller and a group of people to address their doubts and objections to Christianity. Pack
includes one Discussion Guide and one DVD.
  tim keller reason for god: The Reason for God Timothy Keller, 2009-12-11 As the pastor of
an inner-city church in New York City, Timothy Keller has compiled a list of the most frequently
voiced ‘doubts’ sceptics bring to his church, as well as the most important reasons for faith. In THE
REASON FOR GOD, he addresses each doubt and explains each reason.Keller uses literature,
philosophy, real-life conversations, and reasoning to explain how faith in a Christian God is a soundly
rational belief, held by thoughtful people of intellectual integrity with a deep compassion for those
who truly want to know the truth.
  tim keller reason for god: The Prodigal God Timothy Keller, 2008-10-30 The New York
Times bestselling author of The Prodigal Prophet uncovers the essential message of Jesus, locked
inside his most familiar parable. Newsweek called renowned minister Timothy Keller a C.S. Lewis
for the twenty-first century in a feature on his first book, The Reason for God. In that book, he
offered a rational explanation of why we should believe in God. Now, in The Prodigal God, Keller
takes his trademark intellectual approach to understanding Christianity and uses the parable of the
prodigal son to reveal an unexpected message of hope and salvation. Within that parable Jesus
reveals God's prodigal grace toward both the irreligious and the moralistic. This book will challenge
both the devout and skeptics to see Christianity in a whole new way.
  tim keller reason for god: Every Good Endeavour Timothy Keller, 2012-11-22 In today's
increasingly competitive and insecure economic environment, we often question the reason for work:
why am I doing this? Why is it so hard? And what can I do about it? Work may seem just a means to
an end: we do it to earn the money to enjoy life outside the workplace. Here, Timothy Keller argues



that God's plan is radically more ambitious: he actually created us to work. We are to work together
to make the world a better place, to help each other, and so to find purpose for our lives. Our faith
should enhance our work, and our work should develop our faith.With deep insight, Timothy Keller
draws on essential and relevant biblical wisdom to address our questions about work. There is grace
available if we have taken the wrong attitude, idolising money and using our careers to glorify
ourselves rather than God. This book provides the foundations for a work-life balance where we can
thrive both personally and professionally. Keller shows how through excellence, integrity, discipline,
creativity and passion in the workplace we can impact society for good.Developing a better attitude
to work releases us to serve others humbly, to worship God everyday, and leaves us deeply fulfilled.
  tim keller reason for god: Walking with God through Pain and Suffering Timothy Keller,
2013-10-10 The problem of pain is a perennial one; and for those who undergo particular sufferings
it can often be the largest obstacle for trusting in a good and loving God. If such a God exists, why is
there so much suffering in the world? And how do we deal with it when it comes into our lives? In his
most fullest and most passionately argued book since 2008's bestseller THE REASON FOR GOD,
New York pastor and church planter Tim Keller brings his authoritative teaching, sensitivity to
contemporary culture and pastoral heart to this pressing question, offering no easy answers but
giving guidance, encouragement and inspiration.
  tim keller reason for god: Gospel in Life Discussion Guide Timothy Keller, 2010-03 Through
this eight-week small group Bible study, Gospel in Life, Timothy Keller explores with participants
how gospel can change hearts, communities, and how we live in the world. This pack includes one
softcover 230-page Participant Guide and one DVD.
  tim keller reason for god: Timothy Keller: The Reason for God, Making Sense of God and The
Prodigal God Timothy Keller, 2018-01-11 The Reason for God: this book has been written for
believers and non-believers, sceptics and churchgoers, and charts a brilliantly considered and
impassioned path to Christianity - a Mere Christianity for the twenty-first century. Making Sense of
God: a prequel to Keller's A Reason for God: a thoughtful look at the role faith and religion can play
in modern lives. The Prodigal God: focused on Jesus' best-known parable - the prodigal son - as a
paradigm for the central messages of Christianity: grace, hope and salvation.
  tim keller reason for god: The Meaning of Marriage Timothy Keller, 2011-11-24 In previous
books respected New York pastor and bestselling author Timothy Keller has looked at such diverse
and topical subjects as the existence of God, our need to do justice, the meaning of Jesus' life, and
the human temptation to make idols - all through the twin lenses of a biblical framework and an
engagement with contemporary culture. In this new book, co-authored with his wife, Kathy, he turns
his attention to that most complex of matters: our need for love, and its expression in marriage.
Beginning with the biblical narrative, and its pictures of marriage that span the original ideal to the
broken to the redemptive, he looks at themes of friendship and commitment; the completion of men
and women in each other; singleness, sex and divorce; and ministry and discipleship within the
context of marriage. This is a profound and engaging work that will challenge and inspire people in
all stages of life - single, newlywed and married.
  tim keller reason for god: No Other Gospel Josh Moody, 2011-01-05 As fallen human beings
we are quick to deviate from the true gospel, for, as Pastor Josh Moody writes, we tend toward
human gospels. Believers must constantly battle to maintain the purity and simplicity of the gospel.
Paul was acutely aware of this as he wrote his letter to the Galatians. He was writing to an
established church—experienced believers who had started to slip in their gospel witness. Moody
finds in Galatians particular relevance and parallels to many churches today. Stemming from a
series of sermons delivered to his church, he examines thirty-one reasons Paul gives for this gospel.
Moody writes this book with a pastor's heart, addressing important topics such as The Gospel Not
Moralism and The Use of Gospel Freedom. Paul's message is foundational to the Christian faith, and
thoughtful readers will benefit from Moody's exposition.
  tim keller reason for god: The Prodigal Prophet Timothy Keller, 2018-11-01 Most people,
even those who are nonreligious, are familiar with the book of Jonah: a rebellious prophet defies God



and is swallowed by a whale. Less familiar to most people is the second half of this Biblical story -
what happens after Jonah is released from the belly of the fish. Yet it is in this second half of the
story that one of the most powerful and important lessons of the Bible is hidden. The famous story
shows how, if we would understand the mercy of God, it will always take us in directions we would
rather not go, toward people we would rather not care about, and ultimately into the deepest
counsels of God. In a time of growing division, The Prodigal Prophet shows us God's love among
people, and how Christians must listen to God's call even when it takes them to uncomfortable
places.
  tim keller reason for god: The Making of an Atheist James Spiegel, 2010-01-21 The new
atheists are on the warpath. They come armed with arguments to show that belief in God is absurd
and dangerous. In the name of societal progress, they promote purging the world of all religious
practice. And they claim that people of faith are mentally ill. Some of the new atheists openly declare
their hatred for the Judeo-Christian God. Christian apologists have been quick to respond to the new
atheists’ arguments. But there is another dimension to the issue which begs to be addressed--the
root causes of atheism. Where do atheists come from? How did such folks as Richard Dawkins, Sam
Harris, Daniel Dennett, and Christopher Hitchens become such ardent atheists? If we are to believe
them, their flight from faith resulted from a dispassionate review of the evidence. Not enough
rational grounds for belief in God, they tell us. But is this the whole story? Could it be that their
opposition to religious faith has more to do with passion than reason? What if, in the end, evidence
has little to do with how atheists arrive at their anti-faith? That is precisely the claim in this book.
Atheism is not at all a consequence of intellectual doubts. These are mere symptoms of the root
cause--moral rebellion. For the atheist, the missing ingredient is not evidence but obedience. The
psalmist declares, “The fool says in his heart there is no God” (Ps. 14:1), and in the book of Romans,
Paul makes it clear that lack of evidence is not the atheist’s problem. The Making of an Atheist
confirms these biblical truths and describes the moral and psychological dynamics involved in the
abandonment of faith.
  tim keller reason for god: Hope in Times of Fear Timothy Keller, 2021-03-09 The
Resurrection accounts of Jesus in the Gospels are the most dramatic and impactful stories ever told.
One similarity unites each testimony--that none of his most loyal and steadfast followers could see it
was him, back from the dead. The reason for this is at the very foundation of the Christian faith. She
turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. (John 20:14)
Hope in the Time of Fear is a book that unlocks the meaning of Jesus's resurrection for readers.
Easter is considered the most solemn and important holiday for Christians. It is a time of spiritual
rebirth and a time of celebrating the physical rebirth of Jesus after three days in the tomb. For his
devoted followers, nothing could prepare them for the moment they met the resurrected Jesus. Each
failed to recognize him. All of them physically saw him and yet did not spiritually truly see him. It
was only when Jesus reached out and invited them to see who he truly was that their eyes were
open. Here the central message of the Christian faith is revealed in a way only Timothy Keller could
do it--filled with unshakable belief, piercing insight, and a profound new way to look at a story you
think you know. After reading this book, the true meaning of Easter will no longer be unseen.
  tim keller reason for god: Sense and Goodness Without God Richard Carrier, 2005-02-23 If
God does not exist, then what does? Is there good and evil, and should we care? How do we know
what’s true anyway? And can we make any sense of this universe, or our own lives? Sense and
Goodness answers all these questions in lavish detail, without complex jargon. A complete worldview
is presented and defended, covering every subject from knowledge to art, from metaphysics to
morality, from theology to politics. Topics include free will, the nature of the universe, the meaning
of life, and much more, arguing from scientific evidence that there is only a physical, natural world
without gods or spirits, but that we can still live a life of love, meaning, and joy.
  tim keller reason for god: Generous Justice Timothy Keller, 2010-10-14 It is commonly
thought in secular society that the Bible is one of the greatest hindrances to doing justice. Isn't it full
of regressive views? Didn't it condone slavery? Why look to the Bible for guidance on how to have a



more just society? But Timothy Keller, pastor of New York City's Redeemer Presbyterian Church,
sees it another way. In GENEROUS JUSTICE, Keller explores a life of justice empowered by an
experience of grace: a generous, gracious justice. Here is a book for believers who find the Bible a
trustworthy guide, as well as those who suspect that Christianity is a regressive influence in the
world.Keller's church, founded in the 80s with fewer than 100 congregants, is now exponentially
larger. Over 5,000 people regularly attend Sunday services, and another 25,000 download Keller's
sermons each week. A recent profile in New York magazine described his typical sermon as 'a mix of
biblical scholarship, pop culture, and whatever might have caught his eye in The New York Review
of Books or on Salon.com that week.' In short, Timothy Keller speaks a language that many
thousands of people understand. In GENEROUS JUSTICE, he offers them a new understanding of
modern justice and human rights.
  tim keller reason for god: Why I Am Not a Christian Richard Carrier, Richard Carrier Ph D,
2011-02-28 Dr. Richard Carrier explains the four reasons he does not accept the Christian religion,
describing four facts of the world that, had they been different, he would believe. He is brief, clear,
and down to earth, covering the whole topic in easy-to-read explanation.--[book cover].
  tim keller reason for god: On Death Timothy Keller, 2021-10-14
  tim keller reason for god: Worship by the Book Rev. Mark Ashton, R. Kent Hughes, Timothy
Keller, 2010-06-01 “What is at stake is authenticity. . . . Sooner or later Christians tire of public
meetings that are profoundly inauthentic, regardless of how well (or poorly) arranged, directed,
performed. We long to meet, corporately, with the living and majestic God and to offer him the
praise that is his due.”—D. A. CarsonWorship is a hot topic, but the ways that Christians from
different traditions view it vary greatly. What is worship? More important, what does it look like in
action, both in our corporate gatherings and in our daily lives? These concerns—the blending of
principle and practice—are what Worship by the Book addresses.Cutting through cultural clichés, D.
A. Carson, Mark Ashton, Kent Hughes, and Timothy Keller explore, respectively:· Worship Under the
Word· Following in Cranmer’s Footsteps· Free Church Worship: The Challenge of Freedom·
Reformed Worship in the Global City “This is not a comprehensive theology of worship,” writes
Carson. “Still less is it a sociological analysis of current trends or a minister’s manual chockfull of
‘how to’ instructions.” Rather, this book offers pastors, other congregational leaders, and seminary
students a thought-provoking biblical theology of worship, followed by a look at how three very
different traditions of churchmanship might move from this theological base to a better
understanding of corporate worship. Running the gamut from biblical theology to historical
assessment all the way to sample service sheets, Worship by the Book shows how local churches in
diverse traditions can foster corporate worship that is God-honoring, Word-revering, heartfelt, and
historically and culturally informed.
  tim keller reason for god: Every Good Endeavor Timothy Keller, 2014-07-01 New York Times
bestselling author of The Prodigal Prophet Timothy Keller shows how God calls on each of us to
express meaning and purpose through our work and careers. “A touchstone of the [new evangelical]
movement.” —The New York Times Tim Keller, pastor of New York’s Redeemer Presbyterian Church
and the New York Times bestselling author of The Reason for God, has taught and counseled
students, young professionals, and senior leaders on the subject of work and calling for more than
twenty years. Now he pulls his insights into a thoughtful and practical book for readers everywhere.
With deep conviction and often surprising advice, Keller shows readers that biblical wisdom is
immensely relevant to our questions about work today. In fact, the Christian view of work—that we
work to serve others, not ourselves—can provide the foundation of a thriving professional and
balanced personal life. Keller shows how excellence, integrity, discipline, creativity, and passion in
the workplace can help others and even be considered acts of worship—not just of self-interest.
  tim keller reason for god: Exclusion & Embrace Miroslav Volf, 2010-03-01 Life at the end of
the twentieth century presents us with a disturbing reality. Otherness, the simple fact of being
different in some way, has come to be defined as in and of itself evil. Miroslav Volf contends that if
the healing word of the gospel is to be heard today, Christian theology must find ways of speaking



that address the hatred of the other. Reaching back to the New Testament metaphor of salvation as
reconciliation, Volf proposes the idea of embrace as a theological response to the problem of
exclusion. Increasingly we see that exclusion has become the primary sin, skewing our perceptions
of reality and causing us to react out of fear and anger to all those who are not within our
(ever-narrowing) circle. In light of this, Christians must learn that salvation comes, not only as we
are reconciled to God, and not only as we learn to live with one another, but as we take the
dangerous and costly step of opening ourselves to the other, of enfolding him or her in the same
embrace with which we have been enfolded by God.
  tim keller reason for god: The Stories We Tell Mike Cosper, 2014-08-31 The average
American watches 5 hours of TV every day. Collectively, we spend roughly $30 billion on movies
each year. Simply put, we're entertainment junkies. But can we learn something from our insatiable
addiction to stories? Mike Cosper thinks so. From horror flicks to rom-coms, the tales we tell and the
myths we weave inevitably echo the narrative underlying all of history: the story of humanity's tragic
sin and God's triumphant salvation. This entertaining book connects the dots between the stories we
tell and the one, great Story—helping us better understand the longings of the human heart and
thoughtfully engage with the movies and TV shows that capture our imaginations.
  tim keller reason for god: How to Be an Atheist (Foreword by J. P. Moreland) Mitch Stokes,
2016-02-12 Atheists love to challenge the beliefs of Christians, emphasizing the importance of
skepticism for all truly “free-thinking people. However, more often than not, atheists actually aren’t
skeptical enough. In this book, philosopher Mitch Stokes demonstrates that atheists’ confidence in
the supposed God-killing “facts” of science, math, and their own reason all too often lulls them into a
mind-set that leaves their own worldview largely unquestioned. Making the case for a more
complete skepticism that questions the assumptions of Christians and non-Christians, this book
winsomely shows how Christianity offers the best explanation for the world, humanity, and morality.
  tim keller reason for god: Center Church Timothy Keller, 2012-09-04 Practical and
Gospel-centered thoughts on how to have a fruitful ministry by one of America's leading and most
beloved pastor. Many church leaders are struggling to adapt to a culture that values individuality
above loyalty to a group or institution. There have been so many church growth and effective
ministry books in the past few decades that it's hard to know where to start or which ones will
provide useful and honest insight. Based on over twenty years of ministry in New York City, Timothy
Keller takes a unique approach that measures a ministry's success neither by numbers nor purely by
the faithfulness of its leaders, but on the biblical grounds of fruitfulness. Center Church outlines a
balanced theological vision for ministry organized around three core commitments: Gospel-centered:
The gospel of grace in Jesus Christ changes everything, from our hearts to our community to the
world. It completely reshapes the content, tone, and strategy of all that we do. City-centered: With a
positive approach toward our culture, we learn to affirm that cities are wonderful, strategic, and
under-served places for gospel ministry. Movement-centered: Instead of building our own tribe, we
seek the prosperity and peace of our community as we are led by the Holy Spirit. Between a pastor's
doctrinal beliefs and ministry practices should be a well-conceived vision for how to bring the gospel
to bear on the particular cultural setting and historical moment. This is something more practical
than just doctrine but much more theological than how-to steps for carrying out a ministry. Once this
vision is in place, it leads church leaders to make good decisions on how to worship, disciple,
evangelize, serve, and engage culture in their field of ministry—whether in a city, suburb, or small
town. — Tim Keller, Core Church
  tim keller reason for god: Jesus on Every Page David Murray, 2013-08-27 Join author and
minister David Murray as he introduces you to Jesus through the lens of the Old Testament. When
you think of a son trudging uphill, carrying wood for his own sacrifice because his father has decided
to give him up to death, what biblical event does this bring to mind? Is it Abraham and Isaac in
Genesis 22, or is it Christ's passion in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John? The kinship
between these two stories is deeper than mere coincidence, and the similarities don't end there. In
fact, Murray argues that Christ isn't just present in the story of Abraham and Isaac--he's present on



every page of the Old Testament. In Jesus on Every Page, Dr. Murray guides the reader down his
own Road to Emmaus, describing how the Scriptures were opened to him, revealing Jesus from
Genesis 1 all the way through Revelation 22. Dr. Murray shares his ten simple ways to seek and find
Christ in the Old Testament, diving deep into: Christ's planet--discovering Jesus in the story of
Creation Christ's people--discovering Jesus in the characters of the Old Testament Christ's
promises--discovering Jesus in the covenants of the Old Testament Recognizing Jesus in the full
breadth of scripture is important for every Christian. In this step-by-step guide to discovering Jesus
in the Old Testament, Dr. Murray provides a framework that will help you start practicing this
wonderful way of enjoying Jesus throughout the Bible. Whether you are preaching Jesus through Old
Testament readings or just beginning to discover the reality of Christ in the Old Testament, Jesus on
Every Page is an accessible guide to getting to know the Old Testament for what it truly is: full of
Jesus.
  tim keller reason for god: My Rock; My Refuge Timothy Keller, 2015-11-19 New York pastor
Timothy Keller is known for his ability to connect a deep understanding of the Bible with
contemporary thought and the practical issues we all face in our lives. My Rock; My Refuge - his first
devotional, consisting of all new material - offers inspiration for every day of the year, based on the
book of Psalms. Here Keller helps readers apply the principles he laid out in his book Prayer:
Experiencing Awe and Intimacy with God. He walks them verse by verse through the entire Psalter,
the one biblical book designed to teach us how to pray, how to spiritually handle every possible life
situation, and how to actually know God. This title is published in the US as The Songs of Jesus. My
Rock; My Refuge won CRT Devotional Book of the Year in 2016.
  tim keller reason for god: How to Reach the West Again Timothy J Keller, 2020-03-10
Christianity is declining in the West. Churches in the United States, Canada, Australia, and Europe
are closing their doors at an accelerating rate. How will the church respond? In this short but
sweeping manifesto, New York Times bestselling author and pastor Timothy Keller argues that this
decline should prompt us to rethink evangelism from the ground up. Using the early church as our
guide, churches and individual Christians must examine ourselves, our culture, and Scripture to
work toward a new missionary encounter with Western culture that will make the gospel both
attractive and credible to a new generation.
  tim keller reason for god: Take Back Your Family Jefferson Bethke, 2021-09-07 New York
Times bestselling author Jefferson Bethke delivers a powerful critique of the Western notion of the
nuclear family and calls us to a sweeping new paradigm that brings not only longed-for stability but
also radical blessings to the world. The West's multi-century experiment with the nuclear family has
failed. Its toxic hyper-individualism has left us with an unprecedented number of broken homes and
rampant confusion over what a family is supposed to be. Jefferson Bethke delivers the solution we've
been seeking: a plan for taking back our families from the modern myth that has derailed us and a
vision for returning to the life-giving, biblical model of multi-generational teams. In Take Back Your
Family, Bethke uncovers the historic events that led to our obsession with the nuclear family, then
exposes the devastating effects of our current me culture. Now, writing from the visceral
perspective of a father with three young children, he shares the values and strategies he and his
family lean on in their quest to live as a community bonded by a shared mission, committed to
mutually growing and thriving together. By returning to God's original design for families on earth,
he says, we can participate in the kingdom work that restores and fulfills our innermost desires for
connection, contentment, and meaning.
  tim keller reason for god: Prayer Timothy Keller, 2014-11-06 'Can't anyone teach me how to
pray? Millions of people today are asking the same question. There is a sense of the necessity of
prayer - we have to pray. But how?' Prayer is central to Christian faith; indeed, as Timothy Keller
notes in his introduction, it is the main way we experience deep change. Yet so many people struggle
with prayer - a struggle that the author himself has shared. This wise and inspiring book is the fruit
of those struggles, offering a real and glorious vision of what it can mean to seek God in prayer.
Keller begins by giving a theological underpinning of what prayer actually is - both conversation and



encounter with a personal God - before describing how we can learn to pray, and then deepen that
prayer. Finally he gives detailed, practical suggestions on how to make prayer a part of the reality of
daily life.
  tim keller reason for god: Making Sense Out of Suffering Peter Kreeft, 1986 Peter Kreeft
observes that our world is full of billions of normal lives which have touched by apparently pointless
and random suffering. He then records the results of his own wrestling match with God as he
struggles to make sense out of this pain.
  tim keller reason for god: Deacons Matt Smethurst, 2021-03-30 How Can Deacons Mobilize
Service in the Church? Deacons are essential to a church's health—yet confusion abounds regarding
their biblical job description. What's their God-given role in a local congregation and how do they
relate to the church's overall mission? In this short book, Matt Smethurst makes the case that
deacons are model servants called to meet tangible needs, organize and mobilize acts of service,
preserve the unity of the flock, and support the ministry of the elders. Clearing away common
misconceptions, Smethurst offers practical guidance for deploying deacons and helping churches to
flourish.
  tim keller reason for god: 1–2 Thessalonians Matt Smethurst, 2017-08-15 The Knowing the
Bible series is a resource designed to help Bible readers better understand and apply God’s Word.
These 12-week studies lead participants through books of the Bible and are made up of four basic
components: (1) reflection questions that help readers engage the text at a deeper level; (2) “Gospel
Glimpses” that highlight the gospel of grace throughout the book; (3) “Whole-Bible Connections”
that show how any given passage connects to the Bible’s overarching story of redemption,
culminating in Christ; and (4) “Theological Soundings” that identify how historic orthodox doctrines
are taught or reinforced throughout Scripture. With contributions from an array of influential
pastors and church leaders, these gospel-centered studies will help Christians see and cherish the
message of God’s grace on every page of the Bible. Over the course of 12 weeks, this study connects
Paul's letters to the Thessalonians to the lives of Christians today. These epistles encourage readers
by reminding them of the salvation God will bring to all those whom he has called—strengthening
them to pursue lives of holiness and love as they anticipate Jesus's return.
  tim keller reason for god: God of All Things Andrew Wilson, 2021-03-02 Abstract theology is
overrated, for God can be found in even the most ordinary of things. Jesus used things like a lily,
sparrow, and sheep to teach about the kingdom of God. And in the Old Testament, God repeatedly
describes himself and his saving work in relation to physical things such as a rock, horn, or eagle. In
God of All Things, pastor and author Andrew Wilson invites you to rediscover God in this way,
too--through ordinary, everyday things. He explores the idea of a material world and presents a
variety of created marvels that reveal the gospel in everyday life and fuel worship and joy in
God--marvels like: Dust: the image of God Horns: the salvation of God Donkeys: the peace of God
Water: the life of God Viruses: the problem of God Cities: the kingdom of God God of All Things will
leave you with a deeper understanding of Scripture, the world you live in, and the God who made it
all.
  tim keller reason for god: Why on Earth Did Anyone Become a Christian in the First
Three Centuries? Larry W. Hurtado, 2016 The consequences of becoming a Christian in the early
Christian movement is set apart from that move from any other religious affiliation. You could
become a Mithraist or Isiac or whatever, and it made no difference to your previous religious
activities and loyalties. You continued to take part in the worship of your inherited deities of
household, city, nation. But if you became a Christian you were expected to desist from worship of
all other deities. And the ubiquitous place of the gods in all spheres of social and political activity
made that difficult, and made for potentially serious consequences if you did desist. Indeed, it made
it difficult to know how you could function socially and politically (to use our terminology). This book
explores the growth of adherents to early Christianity; that all across this early period people
became adherents of Christianity in the face of the costs and consequences of doing so.
  tim keller reason for god: Stephen Hawking's Universe John Boslough, 1985 Here is an



intimate glimpse of the greatest scientist of our day, the brilliant physicist confined to a wheelchair
whose A Brief History of Time has become the first worldwide scientific bestseller of the century.
The story of Stephen Hawking's relentless quest for the secret of the origins of the universe will
change forever the way you look at the stars . . . and your place among them.
  tim keller reason for god: God's Wisdom for Navigating Life Timothy Keller, Kathy Keller,
2017-11-07 From pastor and New York Times bestselling author Timothy Keller comes a beautifully
packaged, yearlong daily devotional based on the Book of Proverbs. Proverbs is God’s book of
wisdom, teaching us the essence and goal of a Christian life. In this 365-day devotional, Timothy
Keller offers readers a fresh, inspiring lesson for every day of the year based on different passages
within the Book of Proverbs. With his trademark knowledge, Keller unlocks the wisdom within the
poetry of Proverbs and guides us toward a new understanding of what it means to live a moral life.
God’s Wisdom for Navigating Life is a book that readers will be able to turn to every day, year after
year, to cultivate a deeper, more fulfilling relationship with God. This makes a perfect companion to
Keller’s devotional on the Psalms, The Songs of Jesus.
  tim keller reason for god: Grace Defined and Defended Kevin DeYoung, 2019-04-17 Christians
love to celebrate grace, but often talk about it in vague generalities. But such an important biblical
concept ought to be clearly defined so it can be consistently defended. In this book, best-selling
author Kevin DeYoung points modern readers back to an old document originally written to do just
that. Warmly pastoral and broadly accessible, this book introduces readers to the Canons of Dort, a
17th-century work summarizing the central doctrines of the Christian faith. Widely regarded as a
key pillar of the Reformed tradition, the Canons of Dort stand as a faithful witness to God's
grace—offering a depth of understanding that the church still needs today. In three concise
sections—covering history, theology, and practical application—DeYoung explores what led to the
Canons and why they were needed, the five important doctrines that they explain, and Dort's place
in the Reformed tradition today.
  tim keller reason for god: Preaching Timothy Keller, 2015-07-02 'It is an unexpected delight
to read a book on preaching that makes you want to preach. Tim Keller has given us such a book...
Here is an extremely readable book founded on sound scholarship... buy it. This is the most practical
and inspirational book on preaching that I have read for years!' - The Methodist Recorder 'In
Preaching, Keller has made an invaluable contribution to the homiletic task. I would recommend that
this book be placed in the hand of the preaching veteran and novice, and should be found in the
homiletic section of all theological colleges.' - Christianity magazine New York pastor and acclaimed
author Timothy Keller is widely known and respected for his compelling preaching, described by The
New York Times as what has 'helped turn Dr Keller... into the pastor many call Manhattan's leading
evangelist'. In this book he shares his wisdom on communicating the Christian faith from the pulpit
as well as from the coffee shop. Most Christians - including pastors - struggle to talk about their
faith in a way that applies the power of the Christian gospel to change people's lives. Timothy Keller
is known for his insightful, down-to-earth sermons and talks that help people understand themselves,
encounter Jesus and apply the Bible to their lives. In this accessible guide for pastors and laypeople
alike, Keller helps readers learn to present the Christian message of grace in a more engaging,
passionate and compassionate way.
  tim keller reason for god: Encounters With Jesus Timothy Keller, 2013-11-21 What is my
purpose in life? Who am I meant to be? How can I live a successful life? Why is there so much wrong
with our world today? Am I part of the problem? What can I do to help change that? These are the
big, seemingly unanswerable questions that everyone must ask and then answer in life. In
Encounters With Jesus, New York Times-bestselling author and renowned pastor Timothy Keller
explores Jesus' answers to life's biggest questions by showing what happened to those who met
Jesus personally. Jesus changed the lives of nearly every person he met in the Gospels. These were
powerful experiences that can have a profound effect on us today and help explain not only different
aspects of Christianity, but the deep questions of life itself. Timothy Keller highlights ten of these
encounters, including his meeting a sceptical student, a religious insider, an outcast, even Satan



himself, and proves how invaluable the lessons from these encounters are for contemporary readers.
  tim keller reason for god: Rediscovering Jonah Timothy Keller, 2020-06-02 Pastor and New
York Times bestselling author Timothy Keller reveals the hidden depths within the book of
Jonah—the most misunderstood parable in the Bible. Previously published as The Prodigal Prophet
The story of Jonah is one of the most well-known parables in the Bible. It is also the most
misunderstood. Many people, even those who are nonreligious, are familiar with Jonah: A rebellious
prophet who defies God and is swallowed by a whale. But there's much more to Jonah's story than
most of us realize. In Rediscovering Jonah, pastor and New York Times bestselling author Timothy
Keller reveals the hidden depths within the book of Jonah. Keller makes the case that Jonah was one
of the worst prophets in the entire Bible. And yet there are unmistakably clear connections between
Jonah, the prodigal son, and Jesus. Jesus in fact saw himself in Jonah. How could one of the most
defiant and disobedient prophets in the Bible be compared to Jesus? Jonah's journey also doesn't end
when he is freed from the belly of the fish. There is an entire second half to his story—but it is left
unresolved within the text of the Bible. Why does the book of Jonah end on what is essentially a
cliffhanger? In these pages, Timothy Keller provides an answer to the extraordinary conclusion of
this biblical parable—and shares the powerful Christian message at the heart of Jonah's story.
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