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the three wills of god by leslie weatherhead is a thought-provoking concept that has
shaped modern Christian understanding of God's purpose and action in the world. Leslie
Weatherhead, a renowned British theologian and preacher, presented this idea in his
influential book "The Will of God," providing believers with a framework to interpret divine
will in the face of life's complexities. This article explores the core elements of
Weatherhead's teaching, examining each of the three wills—God's intentional,
circumstantial, and ultimate will—with detailed explanations and practical examples.
Readers will gain insights into how this framework addresses difficult questions about
suffering, free will, and God's sovereignty, while discovering its relevance for spiritual
growth and ethical decision-making today. Whether you are a theologian, a student of
faith, or simply curious about Christian doctrine, this comprehensive guide will clarify the
concept and application of the three wills of God by Leslie Weatherhead.
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Understanding Leslie Weatherhead and His
Influence

Leslie Weatherhead was a prominent British minister and theologian in the twentieth
century, best known for his work in pastoral theology and his efforts to make Christian
teachings accessible to a broader audience. His book, "The Will of God," published in
1944, became a cornerstone for those grappling with questions about divine purpose,
especially during times of war and suffering. Weatherhead's practical approach and
compassionate insights helped believers reconcile faith with the harsh realities of life. His
influence extends beyond academic circles, shaping sermons, counseling sessions, and
Christian education curricula worldwide. The three wills of God by Leslie Weatherhead



continue to guide countless individuals in understanding the complexities of divine
guidance and human experience.

Overview of the Three Wills of God

At the heart of Weatherhead’s theology lies the distinction between three aspects of God’s
will: the intentional will, the circumstantial will, and the ultimate will. This framework
helps Christians interpret events that seem contrary to God's goodness, such as suffering
or tragedy, by providing a nuanced understanding of how divine will operates in a world
marked by human freedom and imperfection. The three wills of God by Leslie
Weatherhead offer a systematic approach to discerning God’s purpose, addressing both
philosophical and practical concerns within Christian faith.

Intentional Will: God’s original and ideal plan for humanity.

Circumstantial Will: God’s will within the context of human choices and
circumstances.

Ultimate Will: God’s overarching purpose, ultimately fulfilled despite obstacles.

God’s Intentional Will

Defining the Intentional Will

God’s intentional will refers to God’s perfect and original desire for creation. According to
Leslie Weatherhead, this will represents what God wants ideally for every individual and
the world as a whole. It is rooted in God’s love, justice, and desire for flourishing. For
example, Weatherhead suggested that God’s intentional will was not for Jesus to die, but
for humanity to accept his teachings and live in harmony. The intentional will of God
reflects the best possible outcome, untainted by sin or human error.

Examples of the Intentional Will in Scripture and Life

The Bible frequently points to God’s intentions for peace, health, and righteousness.
Genesis describes a world created “very good,” representing an unspoiled vision of God’s
plan. In daily life, believers see God’s intentional will in the calls to love one another, seek
justice, and pursue goodness. Weatherhead’s distinction encourages Christians to strive
for God’s ideal, even when circumstances fall short.



God’s Circumstantial Will

Understanding Circumstantial Will

The circumstantial will of God addresses how God responds when human beings exercise
free will or when unforeseen events disrupt the ideal plan. Weatherhead taught that God
adapts to circumstances without abandoning humanity. This will is not God’s best, but a
compassionate response to the reality of sin, suffering, and brokenness. Through the
circumstantial will, God works within the limitations of the situation to bring about
healing, redemption, or new possibilities.

Illustrations of Circumstantial Will

A classic example is the crucifixion of Jesus. While God’s intentional will was for people to
follow Christ’s teachings, the reality of rejection and violence led to Jesus’ death. In this
context, God’s circumstantial will was to use the crucifixion as a means of salvation and
reconciliation. Similarly, when people make harmful choices or face tragedy, God can
bring good out of difficult circumstances, demonstrating divine flexibility and mercy.

Responding to suffering with comfort and hope.

Turning mistakes into opportunities for growth.

Adapting plans to guide believers toward healing.

God’s Ultimate Will

The Fulfillment of God’s Purpose

God’s ultimate will, as described by Leslie Weatherhead, is the assurance that God’s
overarching purpose will ultimately prevail. Despite obstacles, delays, or detours caused
by sin and human choices, God’s final goal is accomplished. This aspect of the three wills
of God gives believers hope that, in the end, love, justice, and redemption will triumph.
Weatherhead emphasized that God’s ultimate will is unshakeable, reflecting divine
sovereignty and the certainty of ultimate good.

Examples of Ultimate Will in Faith

Biblical narratives such as the resurrection of Jesus and the restoration of Israel highlight



God’s ultimate will. Despite human failure or suffering, God’s purpose is fulfilled in
bringing about new life and hope. For Christians, this means trusting in God’s faithfulness,
even when circumstances seem bleak or confusing.

Practical Implications for Believers

Applying the Three Wills in Daily Life

Understanding the three wills of God by Leslie Weatherhead offers practical benefits for
believers. It encourages thoughtful discernment, resilience in the face of adversity, and a
deeper trust in God’s guidance. By distinguishing between God’s ideal plan, adaptive
responses, and ultimate purpose, Christians can navigate ethical decisions, cope with loss,
and cultivate spiritual maturity.

Seek God’s intentional will through prayer and study.1.

Accept God’s circumstantial will with humility and openness.2.

Trust in God’s ultimate will for hope and assurance.3.

Guidance for Prayer and Decision-Making

This framework helps believers formulate prayers that align with God’s intentions while
remaining open to how circumstances may shape outcomes. It also assists in ethical
decision-making, providing clarity when faced with difficult choices or apparent
contradictions in life.

Addressing Common Misunderstandings

Clarifying the Concept of God’s Will

Some critics misinterpret Weatherhead’s teaching as limiting God’s power or implying
that God is not fully in control. In reality, the three wills of God by Leslie Weatherhead
affirm both divine sovereignty and human freedom. The distinction between intentional,
circumstantial, and ultimate wills helps believers avoid simplistic or fatalistic thinking,
encouraging a dynamic relationship with God. It also addresses common questions about
why suffering exists if God is good and all-powerful.



Distinguishing Weatherhead’s View from Other
Theologies

While some theological traditions emphasize the absolute and unchanging nature of God’s
will, Weatherhead’s approach highlights God’s relational and responsive love. This
perspective complements, rather than contradicts, other Christian teachings, providing a
tool for pastoral care and personal growth.

Conclusion: The Enduring Relevance of
Weatherhead’s Teaching

The three wills of God by Leslie Weatherhead remain a vital resource for understanding
God’s purpose in a complex and unpredictable world. By offering a clear framework that
honors both divine intention and human experience, Weatherhead’s teaching continues to
inspire, comfort, and guide believers. Its emphasis on God’s love, adaptability, and
ultimate victory provides hope and practical wisdom for all who seek to live faithfully in
the face of life’s challenges.

Q: What are the three wills of God according to Leslie
Weatherhead?
A: Leslie Weatherhead identified the three wills of God as the intentional will (God’s
original and ideal plan), the circumstantial will (God’s will within the context of human
choices and circumstances), and the ultimate will (God’s overarching purpose that will
ultimately be fulfilled).

Q: How does the three wills of God framework help
explain suffering?
A: This framework clarifies that suffering is not part of God’s intentional will but may
occur due to human choices or circumstances. God’s circumstantial will works within
these situations to bring good out of suffering, while God’s ultimate will assures believers
that good will ultimately prevail.

Q: Who was Leslie Weatherhead?
A: Leslie Weatherhead was a British theologian, preacher, and author, best known for his
book "The Will of God." He significantly influenced modern Christian thought, especially
regarding the interpretation of God’s will in a world marked by suffering and free will.



Q: Can God’s will change according to circumstances?
A: According to Weatherhead, God’s intentional will does not change, but God’s
circumstantial will adapts to human choices and life’s realities. However, God’s ultimate
will remains unchanged and will be accomplished.

Q: How should Christians apply the concept of the three
wills in daily life?
A: Christians can seek God’s intentional will through prayer and scripture, accept God’s
circumstantial will with humility, and trust in God’s ultimate will for assurance and hope,
especially in challenging times.

Q: Is the concept of the three wills of God universally
accepted in Christianity?
A: While Weatherhead’s framework is influential and widely used, not all Christian
traditions interpret God’s will in this way. Some emphasize a more unified or unchanging
view of God’s will.

Q: What is the difference between God’s intentional and
ultimate will?
A: God’s intentional will refers to His ideal plan for creation, while God’s ultimate will is
His final purpose that will be fulfilled even if the ideal plan is not followed due to human
actions or circumstances.

Q: How does Weatherhead’s teaching address the
problem of evil?
A: By distinguishing between different aspects of God’s will, Weatherhead’s teaching
explains that evil and suffering are not part of God’s intention but are allowed within the
context of free will, with God working to bring good from even the worst situations.

Q: What are some examples of God’s circumstantial
will?
A: Examples include God responding to the rejection of Jesus by using the crucifixion for
redemption, or guiding individuals through consequences of their choices to new growth
or healing.



Q: Why is the three wills of God by Leslie Weatherhead
still relevant today?
A: The framework offers clarity and hope amid complex life situations, helping believers
reconcile faith with suffering, and fostering a deeper trust in God’s loving guidance and
ultimate purpose.
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The Three Wills of God by Leslie Weatherhead: A Deep
Dive into Divine Guidance

Are you wrestling with understanding God's will for your life? Feeling overwhelmed by the
complexities of faith and decision-making? Leslie Weatherhead's concept of "The Three Wills of God"
offers a compelling framework for navigating this often-turbulent journey. This comprehensive guide
delves into Weatherhead's insightful theology, exploring each of the three wills – the permissive, the
preventative, and the directive – to provide a clearer understanding of God's relationship with
humanity and how we can discern His guidance. We’ll unpack the nuances of each will, offering
practical applications to help you live a more purposeful and spiritually fulfilling life.

Understanding the Three Wills: A Framework for Discernment

Leslie Weatherhead, a renowned 20th-century theologian, proposed a transformative understanding
of God's will, moving away from a rigid, deterministic view towards a more nuanced and
compassionate perspective. His model distinguishes between three distinct, yet interconnected,
expressions of God's will:

#### 1. The Permissive Will of God: Allowing Freedom of Choice

The permissive will encompasses the vast realm of possibilities God allows within the framework of
creation. It acknowledges human free will and the consequences of our choices. God doesn't dictate
every action; instead, He allows us the freedom to choose, even if those choices lead to suffering or
hardship. This doesn't mean God approves of every action; rather, it acknowledges the reality of
human agency within a divinely ordained world. Understanding the permissive will helps us accept
responsibility for our decisions and learn from both successes and failures. This understanding
removes the burden of believing God directly causes every hardship.
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#### 2. The Preventative Will of God: Guiding Away from Harm

The preventative will refers to God's active intervention to prevent us from making choices that
would lead to significant harm or destruction. This isn't a forceful restriction of our free will, but
rather a gentle guiding hand, prompting us through intuition, circumstances, or the counsel of
others to avoid paths that would lead to irreversible damage. Think of it as a loving parent guiding a
child away from danger – not dictating their every move, but intervening when necessary.
Recognizing the preventative will involves paying attention to the subtle promptings of the Spirit
and being open to the guidance offered through various avenues.

#### 3. The Directive Will of God: The Path of Purpose and Fulfillment

The directive will represents God's specific plan for our lives – the unique calling He has for each
individual. This is not a pre-ordained, inflexible script, but a dynamic unfolding of purpose, shaped
by our free will and God's loving guidance. It's the path of greatest potential, the avenue where our
talents and gifts can flourish to their fullest, bringing glory to God and blessing to others. Discerning
the directive will often requires prayer, reflection, and seeking wise counsel. It involves listening
attentively to the inner promptings of the Spirit and aligning our choices with our deepest values
and passions. It's about discovering and fulfilling our God-given purpose.

Applying the Three Wills to Everyday Life

The practical application of Weatherhead's three wills requires a delicate balance between
recognizing God's sovereignty and embracing our own responsibility. It's about trusting God's loving
guidance while acknowledging our capacity for both good and bad choices. This framework avoids
the pitfalls of fatalism (believing everything is predetermined) and self-reliance (ignoring God's
influence entirely). By considering each will in our decision-making process, we can approach life
with greater awareness, humility, and trust in God's loving plan.

Beyond the Framework: The Importance of Prayer and
Reflection

Weatherhead's work emphasizes the crucial role of prayer and reflection in discerning God's will. It
isn't a formulaic process, but a journey of faith requiring ongoing communication with God and self-
examination. Through prayer, we open ourselves to God's guidance, seeking wisdom and clarity.
Through reflection, we examine our motivations, values, and the impact of our choices. This
combination allows for a deeper understanding of God's leading in our lives.



Conclusion

Leslie Weatherhead's "Three Wills of God" offers a refreshing and accessible approach to
understanding God's relationship with humanity. By distinguishing between the permissive,
preventative, and directive wills, Weatherhead provides a framework that acknowledges both God's
sovereignty and human free will. This model empowers individuals to navigate life's complexities
with greater clarity, purpose, and trust in God's loving guidance. It's a journey of faith, requiring
prayer, reflection, and a willingness to be open to God's leading.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. Is the Directive Will predetermined? No, the directive will is not a predetermined path but rather
a potential unfolding shaped by our choices and God’s guidance.

2. How do I know if I'm experiencing God's preventative will? Pay attention to inner promptings,
circumstances, and counsel from trusted sources that steer you away from harmful situations.

3. What if my choices lead to suffering even when I'm trying to discern God's will? Remember the
permissive will – God allows freedom of choice and the consequences that follow, allowing us to
grow through experiences.

4. Can I find God's directive will through a single event or decision? Discerning God's directive will
is an ongoing process of seeking, prayer, and reflection, often involving a series of choices and
experiences.

5. How does Weatherhead's model differ from other understandings of God's will? Weatherhead's
model offers a more nuanced understanding, avoiding rigid determinism and emphasizing human
free will within God's overall plan.
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especially to equip laypersons to carry out both evangelism and edification, and it will also help all
Christians to put the Bible together to grasp “the whole purpose of God” (Acts 20:27
  the three wills of god by leslie weatherhead: The Doors of the Sea David Bentley Hart,
2011-03-15 As news reports of the horrific December 2004 tsunami in Asia reached the rest of the
world, commentators were quick to seize upon the disaster as proof of either God s power or God s
nonexistence, asking over and over, How could a good and loving God if such exists allow such
suffering? In The Doors of the Sea David Bentley Hart speaks at once to those skeptical of Christian
faith and to those who use their Christian faith to rationalize senseless human suffering. He calls
both to recognize in the worst catastrophes not the providential will of God but rather the ongoing
struggle between the rebellious powers that enslave the world and the God who loves it wholly.
  the three wills of god by leslie weatherhead: Atheism George H. Smith, 2010-11-02 Does a
god exist? This question has undoubtedly been asked, in one form or another, since man has had the
ability to communicate. . . Thousands of volumes have been written on the subject of a god, and the
vast majority have answered the questions with a resounding 'Yes!' You are about to read a minority
viewpoint. With this intriguing introduction, George H. Smith sets out to demolish what he considers
the most widespread and destructive of all the myths devised by man - the concept of a supreme
being. With painstaking scholarship and rigorous arguments, Mr. Smith examines, dissects, and
refutes the myriad proofs offered by theists - the defenses of sophisticated, professional theologians,
as well as the average religious layman. He explores the historical and psychological havoc wrought
by religion in general - and concludes that religious belief cannot have any place in the life of
modern, rational man. It is not my purpose to convert people to atheism . . . (but to) demonstrate
that the belief in God is irrational to the point of absurdity. If a person wishes to continue believing
in a god, that is his prerogative, but he can no longer excuse his belief in the name of reason and
moral necessity.
  the three wills of god by leslie weatherhead: The Book of Dow Robert Piercy Dow, 1929
  the three wills of god by leslie weatherhead: Helping Your Struggling Teenager Les



Parrott, 2000 This clear and practical resource details 36 common teenage problems that are
arranged alphabetically from abuse to suicide to help parents tackle each problem by encouraging
them to answer key questions given to them.
  the three wills of god by leslie weatherhead: Yearning to Know God's Will Danny E.
Morris, 1991 A desire to know God's will is the top priority of any serious Christian. Yearning to
Know God's Will is an eight-week workbook on knowing God's will. Each week's exercise begins with
an account of a personal experience of the author from which he brings forth biblical, theological,
and historical principles to help you in your search.
  the three wills of god by leslie weatherhead: Another Gospel Ruth A. Tucker, 2004 Ruth A.
Tucker's book is a comprehensive survey of all the major alternative religions in the United States,
including the new groups since the 1960s.
  the three wills of god by leslie weatherhead: The Will of God Charles F. Stanley,
2020-10-06 What is God’s will for your life, and how can you be sure you’re following His path?
Trusted pastor and bestselling author of The Gift of Prayer helps you discover God’s purpose in this
practical and insightful guide to hearing His voice. We hear so much about God’s great purpose for
our lives but what exactly does that mean? Does the Lord really care about the course we take? Is
His path really better than what we can figure out on our own? And if so, how do we discover what
He desires regarding the decisions and challenges we face every day—especially when the road
ahead appears so confusing? God’s will for you doesn’t have to remain a mystery. In fact, your
heavenly Father wants to reveal the plans He has for your life. In this book, Dr. Charles Stanley,
beloved pastor and respected Bible teacher, teaches you how to discern what it is, see the different
ways God communicates His plans, shares wisdom on how to know you’re really hearing Him, and
gives specific steps to walking in God’s will for your life. Whether you’re facing a major life decision,
planning for the future, or simply trying to walk with the Lord day by day, The Will of God can help
you draw closer to God and discover His awesome plan for your life.
  the three wills of god by leslie weatherhead: The Forgotten Day Desmond Ford,
2018-03-10 Is the New Testament Sabbath still binding on Christians? Desmond Ford believes it is
as we live in this increasingly difficult world. The Sabbath provides a unique opportunity to spend
time in worship with our Maker in order to fortify ourselves for Christian living. Above all, Ford
believes that the Sabbath is a symbol of the rest of heart that we receive when we accept Jesus as
our Savior and Redeemer.
  the three wills of god by leslie weatherhead: From Wall Street to Main Street Reginald F.
Davis, 2013-10-24 From Wall Street to Main Street, the moral toxicity in our country is alarming.
There are frightening signs that America is on the same path to destruction as the Roman Empire
was before its fall. Since America has embraced secular progressivism and redefined its traditional
spiritual values, our nation has greatly declined. History points to the judgment of God that came
upon nations for their moral toxicity. Unless America repents, returns to God, reorders its priorities,
and sets its financial house in order, future generations will ask, Why has the mighty fallen? America
needs to heed Abraham Lincoln, who said, America will never be destroyed from the outside. If we
falter and lose our freedom, it will be because we destroyed ourselves from within. From Wall Street
to Main Street is a trumpet blast not only to alert Americans to our spiritual and moral decline but
also to encourage our citizens to save this great republic. Our struggle is not merely social,
economic, and political--it is spiritual. There is hope, and this hope is in the struggle to make God,
justice, and morality central in our nation once again.
  the three wills of god by leslie weatherhead: Evolution of God Leonardo Wolfe, 2021-02-24
This debut book boldly seeks to argue competitively in the same intellectual field as famous atheists
such as RICHARD DAWKINS, CHRISTOPHER HITCHENS, and BERTRAND RUSSELL, and to do so
in the spirit and style of such famous Christian apologists as C.S. Lewis and RAVI ZACHARIAS,
drawing heavily on basic science, history, physics, psychology, paleontology, anthropology,
archeology, neurology, child development and even science fiction. It describes the evolution of the
human brain in ancient hominids allowing humans to eventually conceive a non-physical realm (the



spirit world), and as the mind evolved intellectually from primitive animism to Christology, God
revealed himself gradually as the developing hominid brain became able to comprehend new ideas.
For Believers, the author presents a new, intellectually satisfying way to understand and defend the
Bible. For both Skeptics and Believers, a worldview is offered that is spiritually meaningful and
scientifically sound.
  the three wills of god by leslie weatherhead: Reaching for the Invisible God Study Guide
Philip Yancey, 2009-12-15 How do I relate to a God who is invisible when I’m never quite sure he’s
there?--Philip Yancey Life with God doesn’t always work like we thought. High expectations slam
against the reality of personal weaknesses and unwelcome surprises. And the God who we’ve been
told longs for our company may seem remote, emotionally unavailable. Is God playing games? What
can we count on him for? This relationship with a God we can’t see, hear, or touch--how does it
really work? The Reaching for the Invisible God Study Guide gives you a path in your personal quest
for answers. Dovetailing with Philip Yancey’s book Reaching for the Invisible God, the twelve
sessions are your opportunity to journey toward insights that affirm and dignify your most pressing
questions--even the ones you may have found it hard to ask. Get ready to experience the challenges
and rewards of relating to God as he is, not as you’ve thought he is. Yancey shifts your focus from
questions to the One who offers himself in answer: the God who invites you to reach for him--and
find. Includes: * Bible readings * Discussion questions * Personal reflections and applications * Tips
for group leaders * Summary excerpts from Reaching for the Invisible God
  the three wills of god by leslie weatherhead: Prayer Can Change Your Life William R.
Parker, Elaine St. Johns, 1962
  the three wills of god by leslie weatherhead: Time for God Leslie Dixon Weatherhead, 1968
  the three wills of god by leslie weatherhead: Strength to Love Martin Luther King, Jr.,
2019-10-15 The classic collection of Dr. King’s sermons that fuse his Christian teachings with his
radical ideas of love and nonviolence as a means to combat hate and oppression. As Martin Luther
King, Jr., prepared for the Birmingham campaign in early 1963, he drafted the final sermons for
Strength to Love, a volume of his most well known homilies. King had begun working on the sermons
during a fortnight in jail in July 1962. While behind bars, he spent uninterrupted time preparing the
drafts for works such as “Loving Your Enemies” and “Shattered Dreams,” and he continued to edit
the volume after his release. Strength to Love includes these classic sermons selected by Dr. King.
Collectively they present King’s fusion of Christian teachings and social consciousness and promote
his prescient vision of love as a social and political force for change.
  the three wills of god by leslie weatherhead: The Covenant of Bahá'u'lláh Adib
Taherzadeh, 1992 The Covenant of Bah'u'llh is a unique and priceless heritage, unprecedented in
past Dispensations. It carries within itself enormous potentialities for the future in the unfoldment of
Bah'u'llh's new world order and ultimately the Golden Age of humankind. This book provides a
wealth of material for the study of the Covenant. The Kitb-i-'Ahd, Bah'u'llh's own Will and Testament,
and the Will and Testament of 'Abdu'l-Bah are quoted in full in this volume, and the historical events
they refer to are explained.
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