western bank robber

western bank robber is a term that instantly evokes images of daring outlaws,
dusty towns, and high-stakes heists from the American 0ld West. This article
dives deep into the fascinating history of western bank robbers, exploring
their origins, motivations, and infamous deeds. Readers will discover how
these criminals operated during the height of the Wild West, the legendary
figures who became household names, and the methods lawmen used to track them
down. We’ll also analyze the social and economic factors that fueled the rise
of bank robbers, the evolution of their tactics, and their enduring legacy in
popular culture. By the end, you’ll have a comprehensive understanding of how
the western bank robber became an iconic symbol of a turbulent era and why
their stories continue to captivate audiences today.
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The Wild West's Shadowy Figures: Unmasking
the Western Bank Robber

The romanticized image of the Wild West often conjures up cowboys,
saloons, and dusty trails. But lurking beneath the surface of this
picturesque landscape was a darker reality: the reign of the western
bank robber. This post delves into the fascinating, and often brutal,
history of these outlaws, exploring their motivations, methods, and
lasting impact on American folklore and law enforcement. We'll examine
iconic figures, analyze their strategies, and uncover the truths behind
the myths surrounding these legendary (and often lethal) figures of the
American frontier.
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The Allure of the Easy Score: Motivations
Behind Bank Robbery in the West

The romanticized notion of the "noble outlaw" often obscures the harsh
realities that drove many to a life of crime. While some were driven by
a thirst for adventure or a rebellion against authority, the primary
motivator for most western bank robbers was, simply, money. The sparsely
populated West, coupled with less robust law enforcement and often
poorly secured banks, presented an alluring opportunity for quick
riches. The gold rush era further fueled this criminal enterprise, with
fortunes readily available, albeit often guarded carelessly.

The Economic Realities

Many bank robbers weren't inherently malicious; they were often
desperate individuals facing economic hardship. The lack of opportunity
in the West, combined with periods of economic downturn, pushed many to
take desperate measures. Robbing a bank, however risky, offered a
seemingly swift path to survival or a better life, albeit a highly
illegal one.

The Myth of the Robin Hood

While some robbers may have attempted to portray themselves as modern-
day Robin Hoods, redistributing wealth to the needy, this was largely a
post-hoc mythologization. The overwhelming majority of bank robberies
were motivated by self-serving enrichment, with little to no evidence of
philanthropic intent. The romantic ideal was often projected onto these
figures long after their criminal acts.

Methods and Modus Operandi: How the
Robberies Were Pulled Off

Western bank robberies weren't haphazard affairs. They often involved
meticulous planning and execution, utilizing strategies honed through
experience (or learned from others). The lack of sophisticated security
measures in early Western banks made them vulnerable targets.



The Classic Hold-Up

The most common method was the straightforward hold-up. Armed with
firearms, often shotguns or revolvers, robbers would burst into the
bank, threaten the tellers and customers, and demand the cash. Speed and
intimidation were key; the quicker the robbery, the less chance of
apprehension.

The Getaway: Horses and Hidden Trails

Escaping with the loot was crucial. Horses were the primary mode of
transport, offering speed and agility across the vast, open landscapes.
Robbers often relied on well-planned escape routes, utilizing hidden
trails and knowledge of the terrain to evade pursuing lawmen.

The Evolution of Tactics

As law enforcement improved, so did the robbers' methods. Some robbers
began employing more sophisticated tactics, including disguises, inside
informants, and even coordinated attacks involving multiple
participants. This showcases an evolving criminal sophistication that
mirrored advancements in law enforcement techniques.

Famous Faces and Infamous Deeds: Iconic
Western Bank Robbers

Several names stand out in the annals of Western bank robbery history,
their exploits becoming the stuff of legend. These figures, though
undeniably criminals, often became symbols of rebellion against
authority in the popular imagination.

Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid

Perhaps the most famous duo, Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid,
masterfully blended daring robberies with a knack for escaping capture.
Their legendary status was cemented in folklore and further amplified by



Hollywood portrayals.
Jesse James and the Younger Gang

Jesse James, a notorious figure even within the context of the Wild
West's criminal element, operated with a gang, terrorizing banks and
trains throughout the Midwest and South. His exploits blended bank
robbery with a carefully cultivated public persona that played into the
myth of the outlaw hero.

The Legacy of the Western Bank Robber:
Impact on Law Enforcement and Culture

The legacy of Western bank robbers is multifaceted. Their actions
spurred significant advancements in law enforcement techniques and
security measures for banks and other financial institutions. The
increased use of technology, better communication systems, and the
development of specialized law enforcement units were direct responses
to the threat posed by these criminals.

Furthermore, their stories have permeated American culture, inspiring
countless books, films, and television shows. While often romanticized,
these narratives reflect a complex relationship between society's
fascination with outlaws and the harsh realities of crime and punishment
in the Wild West.

Conclusion

The story of the Western bank robber is a captivating blend of history,
crime, and folklore. These figures, while undeniably criminals, played a
significant role in shaping the development of law enforcement and
leaving an indelible mark on American culture. Their exploits, though
violent and illegal, continue to fascinate and inspire, providing a
window into the complex realities of life on the American frontier.

FAQs



1. Were all Western bank robbers motivated by greed? While greed was a
significant factor for most, some may have been driven by desperation,
political motivations (rare), or a rebellion against perceived
injustices.

2. Did Western bank robbers ever show remorse? Historical accounts
suggest a general lack of remorse among most notorious bank robbers.
Their actions were often driven by a need for survival or a thirst for
power and wealth.

3. How did law enforcement change in response to Western bank robbers?
The rise of organized police forces, improved communication systems
(like the telegraph), and the development of specialized tracking units
were all direct responses to the increasing threat posed by these
criminals.

4. Are there any surviving accounts from victims of Western bank
robberies? While direct accounts are scarce, many historical records,
newspaper articles, and bank ledgers document the impact of these
robberies on individuals and communities.

5. What is the most significant lasting impact of the Western bank
robber on American culture? Beyond influencing law enforcement, their
exploits continue to fuel the American imagination, shaping the
mythology of the Wild West and serving as a recurring motif in countless
books, movies, and television shows.

western bank robber: Jesse James Tim Cooke, 2015-12-15 Jesse James[]s rise as a
notorious outlaw was concurrent with the upheaval the West experienced before, during, and
after the American Civil War. In fact, Jesse and his brother Frank became heroes to many who
viewed them as Confederates battling the Union more than murderers and thieves. This
thought-provoking volume tells the story of Jesse, from childhood to violent death, as well as
relates valuable information about events in the United States that cultivated outlaws like the
James brothers, including Bleeding Kansas and Reconstruction. The infamous man comes to
life through photographs, illustrations, and an exciting narrative.

western bank robber: Jesse James Kathleen Collins, 2003-12-15 A biography of Jesse
James, who became an outlaw during the Civil War and formed his own gang of robbers and
murderers with his brother, Frank, in 1866.

western bank robber: Understanding Screenwriting Tom Stempel, 2008-04-15 No
Marketing Blurb

western bank robber: Train and Bank Robbers of the West , 1882

western bank robber: Jesse James Kathleen Collins, 2003-12-15 Hero or villain?
Readers decide with this biography of the infamous bank robber. Full color.

western bank robber: Wild West Lawmen and Outlaws Ryan P. Randolph, 2005-12-15
Relates the history of the lawmen and outlaws who played an integral part in the building of
the American West.

western bank robber: Jesse James in West Virginia or Inside the Huntington Bank
Robbery B.L. Williams, 2019-03-31 Do not mistake this book as just another rehash of old
news. What is presented within these pages is much shocking new information in the form of
court records and many 1875 period photographs. It is the first fact-based, carefully



researched account of how the James-Younger Gang actually operated and escaped capture by
“looking for themselves” in a bona fide posse composed of KGC lawmen. This book was written
by a descendant of the participants.

western bank robber: Blessed Are the Bank Robbers Chas Smith, 2022-03-15 A rollicking
true story of Bibles and bank robberies in Southern California, from a talented and highly
praised gonzo journalist Chas Smith grew up deeply enmeshed in the evangelical Christian
world that grew out of Southern California in the late 1960s. His family included famous
missionaries and megachurch pastors, but his cousin Daniel Courson was Grandma'’s favorite.
Smith looked up to Cousin Danny. He was handsome, adventurous, and smart, earned a degree
from Bible college, and settled into a family and a stable career. Needless to say, it was a big
surprise when Cousin Danny started robbing banks. Known as the “Floppy Hat Bandit,”
Courson robbed 19 of them in a torrid six-week spree before being caught and sentenced to
seven years. When he tried to escape, they tacked on another year. And when he finally got
out, despite seeming to be back on the straight and narrow, Cousin Danny disappeared. Banks
started getting robbed again. It seemed Cousin Danny might be gunning for the record.
Smith’s Blessed Are the Bank Robbers is the wild, and wildly entertaining, story of an
all-American anti-hero. It’s a tale of bank robberies, art and jewel heists, high-speed chases,
fake identities, encrypted Swiss email accounts, jilted lovers, and the dark side of an
evangelical family (and it wasn’t just Danny; an uncle was mixed up with the mujahideen). It’s
a book about what it means to live inside the church and outside the law.

western bank robber: The Santa Claus Bank Robbery A. C. Greene, 1999 Master
storyteller A. C. Greene re-creates one of America's most bizarre holdups -- one that began as
a lark. On Christmas Eve 1927, four men set off to rob the First National Bank of Cisco, Texas.
Soon the lark turned into a tragedy -- and at times a comedy -- of errors. The robbers did not
realize the car they had stolen for their get-away was running on empty. The leader did not
anticipate the attention his disguise would draw, even though it was a bright red Santa Claus
suit. And they could not have known that all of Cisco would have guns at hand because the
Bankers Association had offered a reward of $5000 for any dead bank robber, no questions
asked. The Santa Claus bank robbery set off a chain of events that would lead to violence and
the death of six men and launch the largest manhunt Texas had ever seen. A. C. Greene's
factual account of the unusual crime reads like a novel -- fast paced, full of unexpected turns,
and rich with the flavor of life in Texas at the beginning of the end of the Old West. This new
edition contains an Afterword with photographs, some of them never before published, and
follow-up information on the lives of the participants, including the surviving robber, witnesses
and kidnap victims.

western bank robber: The Thought Gang Tibor Fischer, 1997-05-15 A washed-up,
middle-aged British philosopher teams up with an incompetent, one-armed bank robber to plan
the ultimate bank job.

western bank robber: Public Enemies Mark Dapin, 2020 In the Australia of the 1960s,
70s and 80s, armed robbers were the top of the criminal food chain. Their dash and violence
were celebrated, and men like Russell 'Mad Dog' Cox and Ray Denning were household names
long before Underbelly established Melbourne's gangland thugs as celebrities. Cox and
Denning were once Australian Public Enemies Number One and Two. Both were handsome,
charismatic bandits who refused to bow to authority. Both were classified as 'intractable' in
prison, and both escaped. Cox was the only man to escape from Katingal, Australia's only
‘escape-proof' jail. Soon after he broke out, he tried to break in again and rescue his mates.
Their story is one of violence and crime, but it is also about the unimaginable horrors that
young boys faced when condemned to 'institutions' in the 1960s, and the terrible conditions in
Australian jails in the 70s and 80s. These were the hells where a whole generation of armed
robbers was forged. Mark Dapin brings his brilliant research skills and distinctive, powerful
narrative style to a book that explores the life of these infamous yet respected public enemies




and the criminal world they inhabited. From armed robberies, shootings and bashings to
prison floggings and jail breaks, this is the gritty, page-turning reality behind the headlines.

western bank robber: Where the Money Was Willie Sutton, Edward Linn, 2004-03-23 The
Broadway Books Library of Larceny Luc Sante, General Editor For more than fifty years, Willie
Sutton devoted his boundless energy and undoubted genius exclusively to two activities at
which he became better than any man in history: breaking in and breaking out. The targets in
the first instance were banks and in the second, prisons. Unarguably America’s most famous
bank robber, Willie never injured a soul, but took on almost a hundred banks and departed
three of America’s most escape-proof penitentiaries. This is the stuff of myth—rascally and
cautionary by turns—yet true in every searing, diverting, and brilliantly recalled detail.

western bank robber: Norco '80 Peter Houlahan, 2019-06-11 5 young men. 32
destroyed police vehicles. 1 spectacular bank robbery. This “cinematic” true crime story
transports readers to the scene of one of the most shocking bank heists in U.S. history—a
crime that’s almost too wild to be real (The New York Times Book Review). Norco ‘80 tells the
story of how five heavily armed young men—led by an apocalyptic born-again
Christian—attempted a bank robbery that turned into one of the most violent criminal events
in U.S. history, forever changing the face of American law enforcement. Part action thriller
and part courtroom drama, this Edgar Award finalist for Best Fact Crime transports the reader
back to the Southern California of the 1970s, an era of predatory evangelical gurus, doomsday
predictions, megachurches, and soaring crime rates, with the threat of nuclear obliteration
looming over it all. In this riveting true story, a group of landscapers transforms into a
murderous gang of bank robbers armed to the teeth with military-grade weapons. Their
desperate getaway turns the surrounding towns into war zones. And when it’s over, three are
dead and close to twenty wounded; a police helicopter has been forced down from the sky, and
thirty-two police vehicles have been completely demolished by thousands of rounds of ammo.
The resulting trial shakes the community to the core, raising many issues that continue to
plague society today: from the epidemic of post-traumatic stress disorder within law
enforcement to religious extremism and the militarization of local police forces.

western bank robber: Ballad of the Whiskey Robber Julian Rubinstein, 2013-02-28
What do you get when you add together a bottle of whiskey, a bad gambler, a flea-market wig,
a plastic gun and a Hungarian bank? $5,900. And what do you get twenty-nine of these
robberies later? The legend of the Whiskey Robber. When the Eastern bloc thawed, some
extraordinary stories were revealed. But none is as entertaining as this. Attila Ambrus escaped
late-eighties Romania for Hungary - but soon found that living on his wits wasn't getting him
very far. Becoming goalie for a third-division ice hockey team brought no fortune and little
glory, and his procession of moneymaking ruses fared little better - until he discovered
robbery. With a supporting cast of car-wash owners, exotic dancers, drunk army generals and
cocaine-snorting Hungarian rappers, Julian Rubinstein's tale is a spectacular debut,
immortalizing the most charming outlaw since the Sundance Kid.

western bank robber: Hearings United States. Congress. House. Committee on Banking
and Currency, 1968

western bank robber: A Bank Robber's End Ryan P. Randolph, 2003-12-15 An account
of the life and death of one of the Wild West's most famous outlaws, Jesse James.

western bank robber: Jesse James Kathleen Collins, 2003-12-15 This book introduces the
life of Jesse James, who became a legendary figure as he pursued a life of crime.

western bank robber: Butch Cassidy Charles Leerhsen, 2021-07-20 For a century Butch
Cassidy has been the subject of legends about his life and death, spawning a small industry of
mythmakers and a major Hollywood film. Charles Leerhsen sorts out fact from fiction to find
the real Butch Cassidy, who is far more complicated and fascinating than legend has it--

western bank robber: The Philosophy of the Western Jennifer L. McMahon, B. Steve
Csaki, 2010-05-28 The great German novelist Thomas Mann implored readers to resist the




persistent and growing militarism of the mid-twentieth century. To whom should we turn for
guidance during this current era of global violence, political corruption, economic inequality,
and environmental degradation? For more than two millennia, the worldOs great thinkers have
held that the ethically Ogood lifeO is the highest purpose of human existence. Renowned
political philosopher Fred Dallmayr traces the development of this notion, finding surprising
connections among Aristotelian ethics, Abrahamic and Eastern religious traditions, German
idealism, and postindustrial social criticism. In Search of the Good Life does not offer a
blueprint but rather invites readers on a cross-cultural quest. Along the way, the author
discusses the teachings of Aristotle, Confucius, Nicolaus of Cusa, Leibniz, and Schiller, in
addition invoking more recent writings of Gadamer and Ricoeur, as guideposts and sources of
hope during our troubled times. Among contemporary themes Dallmayr discusses are the role
of the classics in education, proper and improper ways of spreading democracy globally, the
possibility of transnational citizenship, the problem of politicized evil, and the role of religion
in our predominantly secular culture. Dallmayr restores the notion of the good life as a
hallmark of personal conduct, civic virtue, and political engagement, and as the road map to
enduring peace. In Search of the Good Life seeks to arouse complacent and dispirited citizens,
guiding them out of the distractions of shallow amusements and perilous resentments in the
direction of mutual learning and civic pedagogyNa direction that will enable them to impose
accountability on political leaders who stray from fundamental ethical standards.

western bank robber: Six Keys John Joseph Williamson, 2010

western bank robber: Robbery Under Arms Rolf Boldrewood, 1889

western bank robber: Outlaws of the Wild West Terry C. Treadwell, 2021-04-28 This true
crime history of the American Frontier separates fact from fiction with in-depth profiles of
thirty-eight career criminals and infamous outlaw gangs. In the years following the American
Civil War, the country’s western frontier was home to a prodigious number of myth-making
cowboys, infamous gunslingers, saloon madams, and not always law-abiding lawmen. But the
romantic mystique of these individuals and the time in which they lives is largely the product
of novelists and filmmakers. In Outlaws of the Wild West, Terry Treadwell presents the real
stories behind such legends as Billy the Kid, Butch Cassidy, the Dalton Brothers, and
others—as well as their lesser-known but equally criminal peers. Here are the stories of
William Clark Quantrill and his Confederate Army unit, Quantrill’s Raiders, who turned
hit-and-run raids into a way of life; Henry Starr, the Native American career criminal who went
on to play himself in the movie of his life; Ann and Josie Bassett, the sisters who defended their
ranch from cattle barons with the help of Butch Cassidy and the Wild Bunch; and many more.

western bank robber: The Old West in Fact and Film Jeremy Agnew, 2012-11-15 For
many years, movie audiences have carried on a love affair with the American West, believing
Westerns are escapist entertainment of the best kind, harkening back to the days of the
frontier. This work compares the reality of the Old West to its portrayal in movies, taking an
historical approach to its consideration of the cowboys, Indians, gunmen, lawmen and others
who populated the Old West in real life and on the silver screen. Starting with the Westerns of
the early 1900s, it follows the evolution in look, style, and content as the films matured from
short vignettes of good-versus-bad into modern plots.

western bank robber: The Cattle Towns Robert R. Dykstra, 1983-01-01 Excellent . . .
readable and persuasive. . . . One of the most refreshing and rewarding approaches to be
applied to western history topics in many years.-American Historical Review

western bank robber: THE CALL OF THE WILD WEST - Ultimate Western Collection:
175+ Novels & Short Stories in One Volume Mark Twain, James Fenimore Cooper, Max Brand,
James Oliver Curwood, B. M. Bower, Zane Grey, Jackson Gregory, Jack London, William
MacLeod Raine, William Patterson White, Rex Beach, Emerson Hough, Will Lillibridge, Andy
Adams, Bret Harte, Owen Wister, Washington Irving, Willa Cather, O. Henry, Grace Livingston
Hill, Charles King, Charles Alden Seltzer, Stephen Crane, Dane Coolidge, Marah Ellis Ryan,



Francis William Sullivan, Frederic Homer Balch, Frederic Remington, Robert W. Chambers,
Forrestine C. Hooker, James B. Hendryx, Frank H. Spearman, J. Allan Dunn, Ann S. Stephens,
Robert E. Howard, Clarence E. Mulford, R.M. Ballantyne, Charles Siringo, Isabel E. Ostrander,
Frederic Logan Paxson, 2024-01-17 THE CALL OF THE WILD WEST - Ultimate Western
Collection is an unparalleled anthology that brings together over 175 novels and short stories
from the pens of some of the most celebrated authors in the American literary canon. This
collection features a vast array of themes, including the rugged beauty of the American
frontier, the complex relationships between man and nature, and the tumultuous path towards
justice and redemption. Embedded within its pages are tales that traverse the whole of the
Western genre, from thrilling adventures to poignant histories, all aimed at exploring the
essence of what it means to confront the wild unknown. The anthology stands as a testament
to the diversity and significance of the Western narrative, offering readers standout pieces
that highlight the periods dynamic range of literary stylesfrom the raw realism of Twain to the
romanticized vistas by Grey. The contributing authors, a veritable whos who of the literary
world, including but not limited to Mark Twain, Willa Cather, and Jack London, bring a rich
tapestry of backgrounds to the collection. Their collective works encapsulate not only the
evolving character of the American West but also the broader shifts in American culture and
literature. The anthology aligns with key historical and cultural movements such as Manifest
Destiny and the taming of the frontier, enabling a multifaceted exploration of these themes
through the prism of various literary movements. By amalgamating the distinct voices and
narratives of authors who have defined the genre, the collection invites readers to a deeper
understanding of the enduring myths and realities of the American West. THE CALL OF THE
WILD WEST - Ultimate Western Collection offers readers an unprecedented opportunity to
engage with the Western genre in all its complexity and grandeur. It is an imperative read for
those who wish to delve into the rich narrative of American expansion and the diverse
interpretations of frontier life. Beyond its educational value, the anthology serves as a platform
for the intricate dialogues between different periods, themes, and styles, encapsulated within
the Western tradition. It invites lovers of history, literature, and culture to explore the depths
of human resilience and the landscapes that shaped Americas literary heritage.

western bank robber: Jesse James Tim Cooke, 2015-12-15 Jesse James[Js rise as a
notorious outlaw was concurrent with the upheaval the West experienced before, during, and
after the American Civil War. In fact, Jesse and his brother Frank became heroes to many who
viewed them as Confederates battling the Union more than murderers and thieves. This
thought-provoking volume tells the story of Jesse, from childhood to violent death, as well as
relates valuable information about events in the United States that cultivated outlaws like the
James brothers, including Bleeding Kansas and Reconstruction. The infamous man comes to
life through photographs, illustrations, and an exciting narrative.

western bank robber: Bank Protection Act of 1968 United States. Congress. Senate.
Banking and Currency Committee, 1968

western bank robber: Murder & Mayhem on Chicago's West Side Troy Taylor,
2019-01-07 The author of Haunted Illinois takes readers to the Windy City’s wild west, where
criminals from Frank Capone to John Wayne Gacy left their mark. Blazing from the West Side,
the Great Chicago Fire left nothing but ashy remnants of the developing city, leveling its
landscape but certainly not its spirit. While the West Side was home to the infamous O’Leary
barn, it was also where news of some of the city’s most gruesome and horrific crimes
reverberated throughout the state and across the country. Read about the bloody end of Roger
“the Terrible” Touhy, who, although he undoubtedly lived up to his name, met an ill-deserved
fate. Troy Taylor also delves into the life of John Wayne Gacy, the depraved man masked by the
clown costume, and yet again proves to be a master storyteller and historian of Chicago’s
criminal underworld. Includes photos!

western bank robber: Why the West Was Wild Nyle H. Miller, Joseph W. Snell,



2003-03-01 ... collection of material from newspapers, legal records, letters, and diaries,
contemporary sources. Includes material on Wild Bill Hickok, Bat Masterson, and Doc
Holliday, and such locales as Abilene, Wichita, Caldwell, and Dodge City--Back cover.

western bank robber: The American West on Film Johnny D. Boggs, 2019-11-15 More
than a history of Western movies, The American West on Film intertwines film history, the
history of the American West, and American social history into one unique volume. The
American West on Film chronicles 12 Hollywood motion pictures that are set in the post-Civil
War American West, including The Ox-Bow Incident, Red River, High Noon, The Searchers,
The Magnificent Seven, Little Big Man, and Tombstone. Each film overview summarizes the
movie's plot, details how the film came to be made, the critical and box-office reactions upon
its release, and the history of the time period or actual event. This is followed by a comparison
and contrast of the filmmakers' version of history with the facts, as well as an analysis of the
film's significance, then and now. Relying on contemporary accounts and historical analysis as
well as perspectives from filmmakers, historians, and critics, the author describes what it took
to get each movie made and how close to the historical truth the movie actually got. Readers
will come away with a better understanding of how movies often reflect the time in which they
were made, and how Westerns can offer provocative social commentary hidden beneath
old-fashioned shoot-em-ups.

western bank robber: FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin , 1961

western bank robber: Outlaw Tales of the Old West: Fifty True Stories of Desperados,
Crooks, Criminals, and Bandits Erin H. Turner, 2016-06-03 This collection of fifty outlaw tales
includes well-knowns such as Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid, Frank and Jesse James,
Belle Starr (and her dad), and Pancho Villa, along with a fair smattering of women, organized
crime bosses, smugglers, and of course the usual suspects: highwaymen, bank and train
robbers, cattle rustlers, snake-oil salesmen, and horse thieves. Men like Henry Brown and Burt
Alvord worked on both sides of the law either at different times of their lives or
simultaneously. Clever shyster Soapy Smith and murderer Martin Couk survived by their wits,
while the outlaw careers of the dimwitted DeAutremont brothers and bigmouthed
Diamondfield Jack were severely limited by their intellect, or lack thereof. Nearly everyone in
these pages was motivated by greed, revenge, or a lethal mixture of the two. The most
bloodthirsty of the bunch, such as the heartless (and, some might argue, soulless) Annie Cook
and trigger-happy Augustine Chacon, surely had evil written into their very DNA.

western bank robber: Encyclopedia of Western Gunfighters Bill O'Neal, 1979 Sifting
factual information from among the lies, legends, and tall tales, the lives and battles of
gunfighters on both sides of the law are presented in a who's who of the violent West

western bank robber: Con Trails/200 Sky Obscured Salvatore A. Joseph, 2012-08-22
This novel is a Cops and Robbers story with a twist of Vietnam mixed in. Detective First Class
Salvatore A. Joseph retired after twenty-five years of police service. He chased armed felons
most of his career. He took up flying along the way and worked his way up from co-pilot to
captain on several different jets. Today, he is a captain on two popular business airplanes: the
Hawker Siddeley 800-XP Mid-Size Jet and the large cabin Challenger-601-3A series. He knows
what he is talking about when it comes to hijackers and jet airplanes.

western bank robber: Tommy William T. White, 2006-09-21 This autobiography is about
a member of the greatest generation, a life that began during the First World War and
experienced the Great Depression, World War II and the half century since. It is not strictly a
chronology, but a telling of events selected for their interest and meaning. In the first of four
parts, author William T. White, “Tommy,” describes 18 years of pre-World War II life in an
Arizona mining town, complete with its substantial race prejudice against Mexicans and even
those non-Mexicans who lived where Mexicans lived. Tommy tells of an even more powerful
prejudice, variously religious and pseudo- scientific, directed against him and his family
because of his sister’s epilepsy. Part Il describes the author’s experiences in World War II, first




as a B-17 navigator flying from England and North Africa, and then serving in the Pacific as a
radar-bombardier for the B-29 attacks on Japan. Part III covers twenty-years service as a
regular Air Force officer, including three action packed years as a military attaché in
Communist Yugoslavia during the cold war. Part IV describes a post-military academic career
that, from many points of view, contained events that are as interesting or even more so than
those in military life. Most of the chapters in the book are preceded by a brief small-print note
that is a brief quotation or personal comment usually relating to an event described in the
chapter. Taken together, these notes constitute a theme, both for the book and for the author’s
working life. That theme is essentially that good and effective human organizations are those
that are based fully on truth and sublimated to the combined best interests of those who own
them, work in them and/or are served by them.

western bank robber: The Historic Fort Worth Stockyards Carolyn Elizabeth Brown,
J'Nell Pate Barnes, 2022-08-24 With breathtaking color photography and absorbing historical
detail, Carolyn Brown and ]'Nell Pate tell the story of the Fort Worth Stockyards, the place
that earned the city the nickname “Cowtown.” From the rise of the stockyards as a vital
railhead for the ranching industry through the postwar decline and rebirth as a National
Historic District, first-time visitors and long-time acquaintances will find this chronicle
engaging and enjoyable. Brown and Pate accompany readers through the early days of
settlement, the cattle drives that saw thousands of head of livestock going up the trail through
what was then little more than a frontier outpost, and the rising tide of industry that
accompanied the arrival of the railroads. Continuing after World War II when the changes in
the livestock industry led to decline of their importance, the stockyards, once a bustling, vital
part of the regional culture and economy, fell into slow decay. In 1976, citizens banded
together to create a National Historic District. Today, the Fort Worth Stockyards attract
thousands of visitors from all over the world with restaurants, entertainment venues, and the
world’s only twice-daily longhorn cattle drive along East Exchange Avenue. Brown'’s lens
captures the vibrancy of today’s stockyards while Pate’s research depicts the drama of the
area’s rise, fall, and rebirth. The Historic Fort Worth Stockyards provides a visual and factual
tour of an unforgettable place where heritage is celebrated and preserved.

western bank robber: Con Trails... Salvatore A. Joseph, 2013-06 A crafty Cops and
Robbers tale with a twist of Vietnam mixed in. Try to follow the evidence trail as the robbers
move from state to state robbing banks. See if you can figure out the clues to the mystery
inside. A great read if you like cops and robbers— real crime drama told by a Police
Detective...in the style of catch me if you think you can.

western bank robber: The American Western A Complete Film Guide Terry Rowan,
2012-11-18 A comprehensive film guide featuring films and television shows of the great
American western. The stories of the men and women who tamed the old West. Also featuring
actors and directors who made these films possible.

western bank robber: The Mythical West Richard W. Slatta, 2001-11-20 This cultural
journey down memory lane showcases how major Western figures, events, and places have
been portrayed in folk legends, art, literature, and popular culture. Ever since the days of the
49ers and George Armstrong Custer, the Old West has been America's most potent source of
legend. But it is sometimes hard to separate fact from fiction. Did you know, for example, that
Annie Oakley was a talented marksman who shot an estimated 40,000 rounds per year while
practicing and performing for Buffalo Bill Cody's Wild West Show in the late 1800s? Or that
many interpreters believe that The Wonderful Wizard of Oz is not just a fairy tale, but also a
Populist allegory? These are just two of the folk legends dissected and examined in this
veritable cultural geography. The volume covers everything from billionaire Howard Hughes
and composer Aaron Copeland to Aztlan (the legendary first city of the Aztecs) and Area 51,
the top-secret U.S. Air Force base at Groom Lake, Nevada, that has fascinated UFO and
conspiracy buffs.



western bank robber: Finding the Wild West: Along the Mississippi Mike Cox,
2022-04-15 A modern-day explorer's guide to the Old West From the famed Oregon Trail to the
boardwalks of Dodge City to the great trading posts on the Missouri River to the battlefields of
the nineteenth-century Indian Wars, there are places all over the American West where
visitors can relive the great Western migration that helped shape our history and culture. This
guide to the states Along the Mississippi, including Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, Iowa, and
Minnesota--one of the five-volume Finding the Wild West series--highlights the best preserved
historic sites as well as ghost towns, reconstructions, museums, historical markers, statues,
works of public art that tell the story of the Old West. Use this book in planning your next trip
and for a storytelling overview of America’s Wild West history.
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