
this day in wv history
this day in wv history is a fascinating journey into the pivotal moments, people, and places that
have shaped the Mountain State. From the earliest days of settlement to the modern era, West
Virginia’s rich heritage is filled with significant events that continue to influence its identity. In this
article, you will discover key happenings on this day in WV history—exploring notable anniversaries,
cultural milestones, political developments, and the achievements of West Virginians who left a mark
on state and national history. Whether you are a student, educator, or history enthusiast, this
comprehensive overview offers valuable insights into West Virginia’s legacy. Read on to learn about
the state’s past, the stories behind major events, and why remembering these moments is important
for understanding present-day West Virginia.
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Historical Highlights of This Day in WV History

Each day in West Virginia’s history is marked by events that have influenced the state’s trajectory.
By revisiting these moments, we gain a better understanding of the Mountain State’s evolution and
the unique character of its people.

Foundational Moments in Statehood

West Virginia’s journey as a state began amidst the Civil War, officially joining the Union on June 20,
1863. However, countless other days have seen events crucial to its formation—such as
constitutional conventions, the establishment of counties, and legislative milestones. For example,
on various dates throughout the year, important infrastructure projects were initiated, and key state
symbols were adopted.

Memorable Anniversaries and Observances

Many West Virginians celebrate anniversaries of historical events, such as the Battle of Blair
Mountain, the founding of major towns, and landmark legal decisions. These commemorations on



this day in WV history often include educational programs, historical reenactments, and public
festivities, which foster a deeper appreciation for state heritage.

Notable Figures and Their Contributions

West Virginia’s history is rich with individuals whose actions impacted both the state and the nation.
On this day in WV history, the achievements and legacies of these men and women are honored and
studied.

Pioneers and Trailblazers

The state has produced pioneering leaders, including politicians, educators, and business innovators.
Whether it’s the election of a governor, the birthday of a renowned author, or the passing of a civil
rights advocate, these days mark the accomplishments of West Virginians who shaped history.

Influential Cultural Icons

West Virginia’s musical, artistic, and literary talents have made significant contributions to
American culture. Dates associated with the release of influential works, performances, or
recognition of artists are often celebrated as part of this day in WV history.

Senator Robert C. Byrd’s legislative achievements

Chuck Yeager’s historic flight breaking the sound barrier

Pearl S. Buck’s Nobel Prize in Literature

Katherine Johnson’s pivotal work in NASA’s space missions

Significant Events That Shaped West Virginia

Throughout its history, West Virginia has experienced transformative events that left lasting
impacts. Recognizing what happened on this day in WV history helps connect the past with present
challenges and opportunities.

Industrial and Economic Developments



Key dates include the opening of coal mines, the establishment of railroads, and the founding of
major industries. These events marked turning points in the state’s economic growth and labor
history, influencing migration patterns and community life.

Political and Social Changes

Important legislation, court rulings, and social movements have all had defining moments. For
instance, the passage of labor laws, civil rights advancements, and decisions affecting education and
land use are often remembered and analyzed on this day in WV history.

The ratification of the West Virginia Constitution1.

The first use of the state’s official flag2.

Major mining strikes and labor protests3.

Landmark environmental protection measures4.

Cultural and Social Milestones

West Virginia’s culture is shaped by its traditions, communities, and creative expressions. This day
in WV history often highlights festivals, artistic achievements, and community-building events that
reflect the state’s diversity.

Festivals and Community Traditions

Seasonal festivals, fairs, and heritage days offer a glimpse into the customs that define West Virginia
life. Many of these events are tied to specific dates and have been celebrated for generations,
preserving the state’s folkways and fostering unity.

Educational and Scientific Advancements

The state is home to leading research institutions and public schools that have marked significant
milestones on this day in WV history. Achievements in science, technology, and public service are
frequently recognized, highlighting the Mountain State’s contributions to progress.



The Importance of Commemorating State History

Remembering this day in WV history is more than an academic exercise; it is a way for current and
future generations to understand their roots and the struggles and triumphs of those who came
before. Commemorating these events fosters state pride, educates the public, and provides context
for ongoing developments in West Virginia.

Preserving Historical Records

Historical societies, museums, and archives play a vital role in documenting and sharing the stories
of this day in WV history. Their efforts ensure that valuable records and artifacts are safeguarded for
research and public education.

Inspiring Future Generations

By teaching young people about key dates and their significance, educators help instill a sense of
identity and responsibility. Understanding the past equips West Virginians to contribute
meaningfully to their communities and to appreciate the state’s ongoing journey.

Questions and Answers about This Day in WV History

Q: What is the significance of "this day in WV history"?
A: "This day in WV history" highlights the important events, people, and milestones that occurred in
West Virginia on a given date. It helps residents and researchers understand the state's heritage and
the contributions of its citizens.

Q: How do historical societies contribute to preserving West
Virginia’s history?
A: Historical societies collect, preserve, and share records, artifacts, and stories related to
significant events in West Virginia’s past, ensuring that future generations can learn from and
appreciate them.

Q: Which notable West Virginian broke the sound barrier?
A: Chuck Yeager, a native of West Virginia, became the first pilot to break the sound barrier in 1947,
marking a significant achievement in aviation history.



Q: What are some key industrial events remembered in WV
history?
A: The opening of coal mines, the growth of the railroad industry, and major labor strikes are among
the most impactful industrial events commemorated in West Virginia’s history.

Q: Why is it important to celebrate festivals and community
traditions in WV?
A: Celebrating festivals and traditions strengthens community bonds, preserves cultural heritage,
and promotes state pride among West Virginians.

Q: Who are some influential figures featured on this day in WV
history?
A: Notable figures include Senator Robert C. Byrd, author Pearl S. Buck, mathematician Katherine
Johnson, and aviator Chuck Yeager, among others who have made significant contributions.

Q: How can West Virginians learn about important historical
dates?
A: West Virginians can learn through educational programs, museums, archives, local historical
societies, and public commemorations that highlight key moments on this day in WV history.

Q: What impact did the Battle of Blair Mountain have on WV
history?
A: The Battle of Blair Mountain was a major labor uprising in 1921 that drew national attention to
miners’ rights, influencing labor policies and workers' protections in the state and beyond.

Q: In what ways has West Virginia commemorated its
statehood?
A: West Virginia commemorates statehood with annual celebrations on June 20th, educational
events, reenactments, and the sharing of historical narratives about its formation during the Civil
War.

Q: How does learning about this day in WV history benefit
students?
A: Learning about this day in WV history helps students develop a deeper understanding of their
state's identity, fosters civic pride, and encourages informed participation in their communities.
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This Day in WV History: Unearthing the Mountain
State's Past

West Virginia, a state steeped in history, boasts a rich tapestry of events, personalities, and
milestones. From its tumultuous birth during the Civil War to its pivotal role in the industrial
revolution and beyond, the Mountain State's past is as captivating as its stunning landscapes. This
blog post delves into the fascinating world of "This Day in WV History," offering a glimpse into
significant events that shaped the state we know and love. We'll explore how to find this information,
delve into some noteworthy examples, and show you how to participate in celebrating West
Virginia's heritage.

H2: Discovering "This Day in WV History" - Your Resources

Finding specific events from a particular date in West Virginia's history can be surprisingly easy.
Several excellent resources are available, both online and offline:

H3: Online Archives and Databases:

West Virginia Archives and History: The official state archives are an invaluable resource, holding a
treasure trove of digitized documents, photographs, and records. Their website is a great starting
point for your research. They often feature daily or weekly highlights on their social media as well.
West Virginia Public Broadcasting (WVPB): WVPB often features historical segments and
documentaries related to West Virginia's past, providing another avenue for exploring specific dates.
Local Historical Societies: Many counties and towns in West Virginia have dedicated historical
societies with online presences or physical archives containing localized information. Searching for
"[County Name] WV Historical Society" will yield promising results.
Digital Newspapers: Online newspaper archives, such as those provided through GenealogyBank or
Newspapers.com, offer access to historical newspapers, providing a window into daily life and
events from past eras.

H3: Utilizing Libraries and Museums:

West Virginia University Libraries: WVU's extensive library system holds an impressive collection of
West Virginia-related materials. Their specialized collections are often invaluable for detailed
research.
State Museum of West Virginia: The State Museum provides context for the historical events,
showcasing artifacts and exhibits that bring history to life. Visiting in person allows for deeper
immersion in specific periods.
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H2: Notable "This Day in WV History" Moments

While a comprehensive list is impossible within this post, here are some examples to illustrate the
variety of significant events:

H3: June 20, 1863: West Virginia officially becomes a state, marking a pivotal moment in the state's
history and a turning point in the Civil War. This day represents the culmination of years of political
struggle and the forging of a unique identity separate from Virginia.

H3: October 26, 1907: The first successful flight in West Virginia takes place. This event, though less
globally renowned than the Wright brothers' flight, marks a significant step in the state's
development and its embrace of technological advancement.

H3: November 13, 1971: The state's first major coal mine disaster of the era, the Farmington Mine
disaster, claimed the lives of 38 miners, serving as a poignant reminder of the risks associated with
West Virginia's coal mining heritage.

H2: Engaging with West Virginia's History: Beyond the Dates

Understanding "This Day in WV History" isn't just about memorizing dates; it's about understanding
the larger narrative. This involves engaging with the stories, the people, and the impact these events
had on the state's development. Consider these activities:

Visiting Historical Sites: Many locations across West Virginia offer opportunities to explore historical
sites related to significant events.
Participating in Historical Reenactments: These events vividly bring the past to life, offering a
deeper understanding of the era's atmosphere and culture.
Supporting Local Historical Societies: By supporting these organizations, you contribute to
preserving and sharing West Virginia's rich heritage.

H2: The Ongoing Story: Why "This Day in WV History" Matters

Understanding our past is essential for shaping our future. By celebrating "This Day in WV History,"
we connect with our roots, appreciate the sacrifices and achievements of previous generations, and
learn from the past to build a stronger and more informed future for West Virginia. It's a continuous
journey of discovery, revealing the complexities and triumphs of a state that has shaped, and
continues to shape, American history.

Conclusion:

"This Day in WV History" is more than just a collection of dates; it's a vibrant tapestry woven from
the lives and events that define the Mountain State. By utilizing the resources available and actively
engaging with the stories, we can gain a deeper appreciation for the unique history of West Virginia
and its enduring legacy. Explore, discover, and celebrate the past – it's a crucial part of
understanding the present and shaping the future.

FAQs:



1. Where can I find a daily calendar of "This Day in WV History" events? While a comprehensive,
daily online calendar isn't readily available, using the resources mentioned above, particularly the
West Virginia Archives and History website and local historical society websites, can help you piece
together daily events.

2. Are there any books dedicated to specific "This Day in WV History" events? Many books focus on
specific periods or events in West Virginia history. Searching for topics of interest within online
bookstores will reveal relevant titles.

3. How can I contribute to preserving West Virginia's historical records? You can volunteer at local
historical societies, donate materials to archives, or support organizations dedicated to preserving
historical sites.

4. Are there any apps dedicated to West Virginia history? Currently, there aren't widely known
dedicated apps for a daily "This Day in WV History," however general history apps might include
some West Virginia information.

5. What if I can’t find information about a specific date in West Virginia history? If your research
proves fruitless, consider contacting the West Virginia Archives and History or a relevant local
historical society. They may have access to additional resources or be able to guide your research
further.

  this day in wv history: On This Day in West Virginia Civil War History Michael B. Graham,
2015 West Virginia is the only state formed by seceding from a Confederate state. And its
connections to the Civil War run deep. One day at a time, award-winning historian Michael Graham
presents intriguing, event-driven anecdotes and history related to the state. On July 11, 1861, a
Union force attacked 1,300 Confederate troops camped at Rich Mountain in a renowned battle.
Confederate guerrillas raided Hacker's Creek on June 12, 1864. Find little-known facts about the
Battles of Droop Mountain, Carnifex Ferry, Harpers Ferry, Shepherdstown and a whole host of
others. Read a story one day or month at a time. Celebrate an entire year of Civil War history in the
Mountain State.
  this day in wv history: The Devil Is Here in These Hills James Green, 2015-02-03 “The most
comprehensive and comprehendible history of the West Virginia Coal War I’ve ever read.” —John
Sayles, writer and director of Matewan On September 1, 1912, the largest, most protracted, and
deadliest working-class uprising in American history was waged in West Virginia. On one side were
powerful corporations whose millions bought armed guards and political influence. On the other side
were fifty thousand mine workers, the nation’s largest labor union, and the legendary “miners’
angel,” Mother Jones. The fight for unionization and civil rights sparked a political crisis that verged
on civil war, stretching from the creeks and hollows of the Appalachians to the US Senate. Attempts
to unionize were met with stiff resistance. Fundamental rights were bent—then broken. The violence
evolved from bloody skirmishes to open armed conflict, as an army of more than fifty thousand
miners finally marched to an explosive showdown. Extensively researched and vividly told, this
definitive book about an often-overlooked chapter of American history, “gives this backwoods
struggle between capital and labor the due it deserves. [Green] tells a dark, often despairing story
from a century ago that rings true today” (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette).
  this day in wv history: Seceding from Secession Eric J. Wittenberg, Edmund A. Sargus, Penny
L. Barrick, 2020-06-09 A “thoroughly researched [and] historically enlightening” account of how the
Commonwealth of Virginia split in two in the midst of war (Civil War News). “West Virginia was the
child of the storm.” —Mountaineer historian and Civil War veteran Maj. Theodore F. Lang As the
Civil War raged, the northwestern third of the Commonwealth of Virginia finally broke away in 1863



to form the Union’s 35th state. Seceding from Secession chronicles those events in an
unprecedented study of the social, legal, military, and political factors that converged to bring about
the birth of West Virginia. President Abraham Lincoln, an astute lawyer in his own right, played a
critical role in birthing the new state. The constitutionality of the mechanism by which the new state
would be created concerned the president, and he polled every member of his cabinet before signing
the bill. Seceding from Secession includes a detailed discussion of the 1871 U.S. Supreme Court
decision Virginia v. West Virginia, in which former Lincoln cabinet member Salmon Chase presided
as chief justice over the court that decided the constitutionality of the momentous event. Grounded
in a wide variety of sources and including a foreword by Frank J. Williams, former Chief Justice of
the Rhode Island Supreme Court and Chairman Emeritus of the Lincoln Forum, this book is
indispensable for anyone interested in American history.
  this day in wv history: The Allegheny Frontier Otis K. Rice, 2014-07-15 The Allegheny
frontier, comprising the mountainous area of present-day West Virginia and bordering states, is
studied here in a broad context of frontier history and national development. The region was
significant in the great American westward movement, but Otis K. Rice seeks also to call attention to
the impact of the frontier experience upon the later history of the Allegheny Highlands. He sees a
relationship between its prolonged frontier experience and the problems of Appalachia in the
twentieth century. Through an intensive study of the social, economic, and political developments in
pioneer West Virginia, Rice shows that during the period 1730–1830 some of the most significant
features of West Virginia life and thought were established. There also appeared evidences of
arrested development, which contrasted sharply with the expansiveness, ebullience, and optimism
commonly associated with the American frontier. In this period customs, manners, and folkways
associated with the conquest of the wilderness to root and became characteristic of the mountainous
region well into the twentieth century. During this pioneer period, problems also took root that
continue to be associated with the region, such as poverty, poor infrastructure, lack of economic
development, and problematic education. Since the West Virginia frontier played an important role
in the westward thrust of migration through the Alleghenies, Rice also provides some account of the
role of West Virginia in the French and Indian War, eighteenth-century land speculations, the
Revolutionary War, and national events after the establishment of the federal government in 1789.
  this day in wv history: Mountaineers Are Always Free Rosemary V. Hathaway, 2020 The
West Virginia University Mountaineer isn't just a mascot: it's a symbol of West Virginia history and
identity that's embraced throughout the state. Folklorist Rosemary Hathaway explores the figure's
early history as a backwoods trickster, its deployment in emerging mass media, and finally its long
and sometimes conflicted career-beginning officially in 1937-as the symbol of West Virginia
University--
  this day in wv history: The Road to Blair Mountain Charles B. Keeney, 2021 Keeney delivers a
riveting and propulsive story about a nine-year battle to save sacred ground that was the site of the
largest labor uprising in American history. . . . He unveils a powerful playbook on successful activism
that will inspire countless others for generations to come. --Eric Eyre, Pulitzer Prize winner and
author of Death in Mud Lick: A Coal Country Fight against the Drug Companies That Delivered the
Opioid Epidemic In 1921 Blair Mountain in southern West Virginia was the site of the country's
bloodiest armed insurrection since the Civil War, a battle pitting miners led by Frank Keeney against
agents of the coal barons intent on quashing organized labor. It was the largest labor uprising in US
history. Ninety years later, the site became embroiled in a second struggle, as activists came
together to fight the coal industry, state government, and the military- industrial complex in a
successful effort to save the battlefield--sometimes dubbed labor's Gettysburg--from destruction by
mountaintop removal mining. The Road to Blair Mountain is the moving and sometimes harrowing
story of Charles Keeney's fight to save this irreplaceable landscape. Beginning in 2011, Keeney--a
historian and great-grandson of Frank Keeney--led a nine-year legal battle to secure the site's
placement on the National Register of Historic Places. His book tells a David-and-Goliath tale worthy
of its own place in West Virginia history. A success story for historic preservation and



environmentalism, it serves as an example of how rural, grassroots organizations can defeat the
fossil fuel industry.
  this day in wv history: History of West Virginia Virgil Anson Lewis, 1887
  this day in wv history: The Seventh West Virginia Infantry David W. Mellott, Mark A. Snell,
2019-03-15 Though calling itself “The Bloody Seventh” after only a few minor skirmishes, the
Seventh West Virginia Infantry earned its nickname many times over during the course of the Civil
War. Fighting in more battles and suffering more losses than any other West Virginia regiment, the
unit was the most embattled Union regiment in the most divided state in the war. Its story, as it
unfolds in this book, is a key chapter in the history of West Virginia, the only state created as a
direct result of the Civil War. It is also the story of the citizen soldiers, most of them from
Appalachia, caught up in the bloodiest conflict in American history. The Seventh West Virginia
fought in the major campaigns in the eastern theater, from Winchester, Antietam, and
Fredericksburg to Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, and Petersburg. Weaving military, social, and
political history, The Seventh West Virginia Infantry details strategy, tactics, battles, campaigns,
leaders, and the travails of the rank and file. It also examines the circumstances surrounding events,
mundane and momentous alike such as the soldiers’ views on the Emancipation Proclamation, West
Virginia Statehood, and Lincoln’s re-election. The product of decades of research, the book uses
statistical analysis to profile the Seventh’s soldiers from a socio-economic, military, medical, and
personal point of view; even as its authors consult dozens of primary sources, including soldiers’
living descendants, to put a human face on these “sons of the mountains.” The result is a
multilayered view, unique in its scope and depth, of a singular Union regiment on and off the Civil
War battlefield—its beginnings, its role in the war, and its place in history and memory.
  this day in wv history: This Day in American History, 4th ed. Ernie Gross, Roland H. Worth, Jr.,
2012-06-04 This up-to-date fourth edition of the most important and interesting data--on a day by
day basis--throughout American history includes more than 1,400 new entries with information on a
wide variety of subjects--both the important matters (Supreme Court decisions, war events, scientific
breakthroughs, etc.) and the lesser known but thought provoking incidents and phenomena (societal
changes, unexpected events) that add richness and depth to American history.
  this day in wv history: Genealogical and Personal History of the Upper Monongahela
Valley, West Virginia Bernard Lee Butcher, 2001
  this day in wv history: West Virginia History , 1997
  this day in wv history: The History of Upshur County, West Virginia William Bernard Cutright,
2009-06 As a body, these records are extracted from roughly 750 known Bibles and extend from the
late 18th through the early 20th centuries, with the greatest concentration from the mid-19th
century. Most of the entries refer to births, marriages, and deaths and in most cases indicate the
name(s) of the principals, the date of the event, and, sometimes, such supplementary information as
his/her age or address, the maiden name of a parent, etc. Each Bible record is identified by family
name and followed by a reference to the Huguenot Society records where the original can be found.
In all, the records refer to more than 2,500 main families named in the surname index at the back of
the volume and embrace a staggering 25,000 individuals of Huguenot or possible Huguenot
ancestry--connections and allied families that would otherwise be lost to us in the unpublished files
of this august organization.
  this day in wv history: West Virginia Otis K. Rice, Stephen W. Brown, 1993-01-01 An essential
resource for scholars, students, and all lovers of the Mountaineer State. From bloody skirmishes
with Indians on the early frontier to the Logan County mine war, the story of West Virginia is
punctuated with episodes as colorful and rugged as the mountains that dominate its landscape. In
this first modern comprehensive history, Otis Rice and Stephen Brown balance these episodes of
mountaineer individualism against the complexities of industrial development and the growth of
social institutions, analyzing the events and personalities that have shaped the state. To create this
history, the authors weave together many strands from the past and present. Included among these
are geological and geographical features; the prehistoric inhabitants; exploration and settlement;



relations with the Indians; the land systems and patterns of ownership; the Civil War and the
formation of the state from the western counties of Virginia; the legacy of Reconstruction; politics
and government; industrial development; labor problems and advances; and cultural aspects such as
folkways, education, religion, and national and ethnic influences. For this second edition, the authors
have added a new chapter, bringing the original material up to date and carrying the West Virginia
story through the presidential election of 1992. Otis K. Rice is professor emeritus of history and
Stephen W. Brown is professor of history at West Virginia Institute of Technology.
  this day in wv history: The West Virginia Encyclopedia Ken Sullivan, 2006
  this day in wv history: A History of Randolph County, West Virginia A. S. Bosworth, 2009-06
John Prendergast's account of the Cromwellian settlement of Ireland contains the following specific
genealogical information: (1) certificates or letters of dispensation naming a number of the Irish
exiles and their families; (2) various account books, arranged by barony, identifying several hundred
Adventurers and showing the location and value of the Irish land they were awarded; and (3) a list of
more than 1,350 Adventurers (or their widows), giving their occupations and subscriptions.
  this day in wv history: Lincoln in American Memory Merrill D. Peterson, 1995-06-01 Lincoln's
death, like his life, was an event of epic proportions. When the president was struck down at his
moment of triumph, writes Merrill Peterson, sorrow--indescribable sorrow swept the nation. After
lying in state in Washington, Lincoln's body was carried by a special funeral train to Springfield,
Illinois, stopping in major cities along the way; perhaps a million people viewed the remains as
memorial orations rang out and the world chorused its sincere condolences. It was the apotheosis of
the martyred President--the beginning of the transformation of a man into a mythic hero. In Lincoln
in American Memory, historian Merrill Peterson provides a fascinating history of Lincoln's place in
the American imagination from the hour of his death to the present. In tracing the changing image of
Lincoln through time, this wide-ranging account offers insight into the evolution and struggles of
American politics and society--and into the character of Lincoln himself. Westerners, Easterners,
even Southerners were caught up in the idealization of the late President, reshaping his memory and
laying claim to his mantle, as his widow, son, memorial builders, and memorabilia collectors fought
over his visible legacy. Peterson also looks at the complex responses of blacks to the memory of
Lincoln, as they moved from exultation at the end of slavery to the harsh reality of free life amid
deep poverty and segregation; at more than one memorial event for the great emancipator, the
author notes, blacks were excluded. He makes an engaging examination of the flood of
reminiscences and biographies, from Lincoln's old law partner William H. Herndon to Carl Sandburg
and beyond. Serious historians were late in coming to the topic; for decades the myth-makers sought
to shape the image of the hero President to suit their own agendas. He was made a voice of
prohibition, a saloon-keeper, an infidel, a devout Christian, the first Bull Moose Progressive, a
military blunderer and (after the First World War) a military genius, a white supremacist (according
to D.W. Griffith and other Southern admirers), and a touchstone for the civil rights movement.
Through it all, Peterson traces five principal images of Lincoln: the savior of the Union, the great
emancipator, man of the people, first American, and self-made man. In identifying these archetypes,
he tells us much not only of Lincoln but of our own identity as a people.
  this day in wv history: A History of Pleasants County, West Virginia Robert L. Pemberton,
2012-12 Evidence of ancient moundbuilding civilizations proves that this region along the banks of
the Ohio River has been considered prime real estate for a long time. Celeron de Bienville led a
military voyage down the Ohio River-known in New France as La Belle Riviere-in 1749, burying lead
plates along the way and claiming the land for the king of France. In 1750, the Ohio Company
employed frontiersman Christopher Gist to explore the area. But even before Celeron and Gist,
hunters and fur trappers penetrated the region. Tensions arose between the Europeans and the
native inhabitants, developing into a rash of Indian wars and border rivalries, and producing such
legendary figures as Lewis Wetzel, the Indian fighter. The Ohio River was an early highway to the
frontier, bringing settlers from Pennsylvania, New York and the other colonies. Some immigrants
came from the tidewater areas of Virginia and Maryland, traveling first up the Potomac River and



then over the Alleghenies to the Ohio Valley. French, English, Germans, Moravians and others
poured into the area. This book encompasses all aspects of the settlement of the area now known as
Pleasants County, including: geographical description, rival discoveries and claims between England
and France, first settlers, the Revolution, the Civil War, early industries, schools, newspapers,
railroads, the oil boom, religious activities and more. The book is brimming with names of Pleasants
County citizens, and includes 20 pages of biographical information about the oldest families in the
area. It also contains a few portraits and photographs of local scenery.
  this day in wv history: The Mothman Prophecies John A. Keel, 2013-03-28 This true account of
the aliens who invaded the town of Point Pleasant, West Virginia - first published in 1975 - has been
made into a major motion picture starring Richard Gere, Laura Linney and Alan Bates. For thirteen
months Point Pleasant was plagued by a dark terror that culminated in a major disaster. Unearthly
noises and ghostly lights in the sky gave way to mutilated animals, winged monsters, weird flying
machines and worst of all, the fearsomely demonic 'Bird' - the Mothman. The story reads like a novel
- but every single word of it is true and fully documented by John A. Keel, who spent a year in Point
Pleasant where he saw and experienced many of the stranger manifestations personally.
  this day in wv history: On This Day in West Virginia Civil War History Michael Graham,
2015-07-27 West Virginia is the only state formed by seceding from a Confederate state. And its
connections to the Civil War run deep. One day at a time, award-winning historian Michael Graham
presents intriguing, event-driven anecdotes and history related to the state. On July 11, 1861, a
Union force attacked 1,300 Confederate troops camped at Rich Mountain in a renowned battle.
Confederate guerrillas raided Hacker's Creek on June 12, 1864. Find little-known facts about the
Battles of Droop Mountain, Carnifex Ferry, Harpers Ferry, Shepherdstown and a whole host of
others. Read a story one day or month at a time. Celebrate an entire year of Civil War history in the
Mountain State.
  this day in wv history: History of the Second Regiment West Virginia Cavalry
Volunteers, During the War of the Rebellion Joseph J. Sutton, 1892
  this day in wv history: Family History James Alan Burdick james burdick, 2016-02-19 The
family history of James Alan Burdick as of February 20, 2016. Printed for review.
  this day in wv history: West Virginia Otis Rice, 2010-09-12 An essential resource for scholars,
students, and all lovers of the Mountaineer State. From bloody skirmishes with Indians on the early
frontier to the Logan County mine war, the story of West Virginia is punctuated with episodes as
colorful and rugged as the mountains that dominate its landscape. In this first modern
comprehensive history, Otis Rice and Stephen Brown balance these episodes of mountaineer
individualism against the complexities of industrial development and the growth of social
institutions, analyzing the events and personalities that have shaped the state. To create this history,
the authors weave together many strands from the past and present. Included among these are
geological and geographical features; the prehistoric inhabitants; exploration and settlement;
relations with the Indians; the land systems and patterns of ownership; the Civil War and the
formation of the state from the western counties of Virginia; the legacy of Reconstruction; politics
and government; industrial development; labor problems and advances; and cultural aspects such as
folkways, education, religion, and national and ethnic influences. For this second edition, the authors
have added a new chapter, bringing the original material up to date and carrying the West Virginia
story through the presidential election of 1992. Otis K. Rice is professor emeritus of history and
Stephen W. Brown is professor of history at West Virginia Institute of Technology.
  this day in wv history: Wonderful West Virginia , 2012
  this day in wv history: The Magazine of American History , 1888
  this day in wv history: On This Day in Norfolk, Virginia History Sarah Downing, 2015-07-27
Established in 1680 near the mouth of the Chesapeake Bay, Norfolk is a maritime jewel of the East
Coast. During the American Revolution, British ships shelled the city on New Year's Day 1776. The
first battle of the ironclads--Monitor versus Merrimack--took place off Norfolk's shore in 1862.
Walter P. Chrysler moved his art collection to the city in 1971 and catapulted the former Norfolk



Museum of Arts and Sciences into the renowned Chrysler Museum. Author, historian and Norfolk
native Sarah Downing offers a daily look at the fascinating and sometimes offbeat history of the
city's storied past. Navigate the waters of history one day or month at a time with this celebration of
Norfolk's heritage.
  this day in wv history: History of Clermont County, Ohio , 1880
  this day in wv history: History of the Christian Church Philip Schaff, 1889
  this day in wv history: Centennial History of the National Society of the Sons of the
American Revolution, 1889-1989 Sons of the American Revolution, 1991
  this day in wv history: History of West Virginia Virgil Anson Lewis, 1889
  this day in wv history: Sims Index to Land Grants in West Virginia West Virginia. Auditor's
Office, 2012-01-04 The land grants listed herein were made by Lord Fairfax prior to the creation of
the Virginia Land Office; by the Commonwealth of Virginia, of lands now embracing the State of
West Virginia; and, by the State of West Virginia, under its first Constitution.--Page [1].
  this day in wv history: The Bicentennial of the United States of America American
Revolution Bicentennial Administration, 1977
  this day in wv history: Gertrude of Wyoming; Or, The Pennsylvanian Cottage Thomas
Campbell, 1857
  this day in wv history: Canadian Papers in Rural History Donald H. Akenson, 1884
  this day in wv history: History of Harrison County, West Virginia Henry Haymond, 1910
  this day in wv history: Harpers Ferry Dolly Nasby, 2004 Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, sits in
the shadow of the Blue Ridge Mountains at the confluence of two rivers, the Potomac and
Shenandoah. Without the influence of John Brown and his raiders, Meriwether Lewis of Lewis and
Clark fame, and Thomas Jefferson, Harpers Ferry might have remained a sleepy little village.
Instead, it became a frequently contested location for troops during the Civil War and changed
hands eight times. Many of the current shops and restaurants are housed in the restored original
buildings, built in the 1800s. A visit to Harpers Ferry is like stepping back in time to the year 1859,
because the town has been restored to that period. It has been designated a National Historical
Park, with many buildings owned and maintained by the National Park Service.
  this day in wv history: The Lost Village of Barboursville Jeanette M. Rowsey, 2013-09 From
the bustling county seat of a frontier that included present-day Cabell, Wayne, Lincoln, Logan,
Mingo and Putnam counties...through its boom and bust eras... Seasoned with stories and
photographs of immigrant ancestors, industrious pioneers, diverse travelers, Civil War divisions,
idyllic childhoods, dastardly deeds, heroes and visionaries.The Lost Village of Barboursville presents
an American portrait of a community reinventing itself again and again, while holding to the
unshakeable qualities that-make Barboursville Barboursville.
  this day in wv history: Carter G. Woodson Burnis R. Morris, 2017-09-25 This study reveals
how historian Carter G. Woodson (1875-1950) used the black press and modern public relations
techniques to popularize black history during the first half of the twentieth century. Explanations for
Woodson's success with the modern black history movement usually include his training,
deep-rooted principles, and single-minded determination. Often overlooked, however, is Woodson's
skillful use of newspapers in developing and executing a public education campaign built on truth,
accuracy, fairness, and education. Burnis R. Morris explains how Woodson attracted mostly
favorable news coverage for his history movement due to his deep understanding of the newspapers'
business and editorial models as well as his public relations skills, which helped him merge the
interests of the black press with his cause. Woodson's publicity tactics, combined with access to the
audiences granted him by the press, enabled him to drive the black history movement--particularly
observance of Negro History Week and fundraising activities. Morris analyzes Woodson's
periodicals, newspaper articles, letters, and other archived documents describing Woodson's
partnership with the black press and his role as a publicist. This rarely explored side of Woodson,
who was often called the Father of Black History, reintroduces Woodson's lost image as a leading
cultural icon who used his celebrity in multiple roles as an opinion journalist, newsmaker, and



publicist of black history to bring veneration to a disrespected subject. During his active professional
career, 1915-1950, Woodson merged his interests and the interests of the black newspapers. His
cause became their cause.
  this day in wv history: Unmentionable Therese Oneill, 2016-10-25 Have you ever wished you
could live in an earlier, more romantic era? Ladies, welcome to the 19th century, where there's
arsenic in your face cream, a pot of cold pee sits under your bed, and all of your underwear is
crotchless. (Why? Shush, dear. A lady doesn't question.) Unmentionable is your hilarious, illustrated,
scandalously honest (yet never crass) guide to the secrets of Victorian womanhood, giving you
detailed advice on: What to wear Where to relieve yourself How to conceal your loathsome addiction
to menstruating What to expect on your wedding night How to be the perfect Victorian wife Why
masturbating will kill you And more! Irresistibly charming, laugh-out-loud funny, and featuring
nearly 200 images from Victorian publications, Unmentionable will inspire a whole new level of
respect for Elizabeth Bennett, Scarlet O'Hara, Jane Eyre, and all of our great, great grandmothers.
(And it just might leave you feeling ecstatically grateful to live in an age of pants, super absorbency
tampons, epidurals, anti-depressants, and not dying of the syphilis your husband brought home.)
  this day in wv history: On Jordan's Stormy Banks Samuel S. Hill, 1983
  this day in wv history: Shinnston Tornado John L. Finlayson, Harrison County West Virginia
Historical Society Inc., 2014-09-22 John L. Finlayson collected and published photos and personal
accounts of the people who lived through and responded to what became known as the Shinnston
Tornado ... The storm system that created the tornado outbreak remained one of the most
devastating storms in our nation's history for many decades.--Amazon.com.
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