
uninhabitable earth
uninhabitable earth is a term that sparks both concern and curiosity, as it
encapsulates the potential future of our planet under the immense pressures
of climate change, environmental degradation, and unsustainable human
activity. This article explores what an uninhabitable earth could mean, the
scientific predictions behind this scenario, the key factors driving
planetary uninhabitability, and how humanity can respond to these looming
threats. We'll also examine the most vulnerable regions, the possible
consequences for life on Earth, and the measures that can help prevent such a
grim future. Whether you are concerned about global warming, future
generations, or the health of our biosphere, understanding the realities
behind an uninhabitable earth is essential. Prepare to discover the
scientific facts, projections, and urgent actions necessary to avoid turning
our world into a place where life as we know it can no longer thrive.
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Understanding the Concept of an Uninhabitable
Earth

The phrase "uninhabitable earth" refers to a potential state where the
planet's environmental conditions become so extreme or degraded that large
portions, or even all, of the Earth can no longer support human life or much
of its existing biodiversity. This concept is rooted in scientific research
on climate change, ecosystem collapse, resource depletion, and the cumulative
impacts of industrialization. The idea gained broader public attention
through books, documentaries, and scientific reports warning of a future
where food and water shortages, lethal heatwaves, and natural disasters make
survival increasingly difficult. Recognizing the warning signs and



understanding the science behind an uninhabitable earth is crucial for
informed decision-making and meaningful action.

Scientific Predictions and Models

Climate scientists and environmental researchers use advanced models to
predict how Earth’s systems will respond to continued greenhouse gas
emissions, deforestation, and pollution. These models project a range of
scenarios, from moderate warming to catastrophic uninhabitability, depending
on humanity’s choices in the coming decades. The Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) and leading universities have highlighted the
possibility of reaching climate tipping points, such as runaway warming, that
could push vast regions past the threshold of habitability. Studies suggest
that without significant mitigation, some areas could experience wet-bulb
temperatures—where heat and humidity make human survival impossible for
extended periods—and widespread agricultural failure, leading to mass
displacement and conflict.

Main Drivers of Uninhabitability

Several interrelated factors are driving the planet toward a potentially
uninhabitable state. These drivers are primarily the result of human
activities and their cumulative impact on Earth's natural systems.

Climate Change and Global Warming

The most significant driver is anthropogenic climate change. Rising
concentrations of greenhouse gases, especially carbon dioxide and methane,
are increasing global temperatures, altering weather patterns, and
intensifying natural disasters. This leads to more frequent and severe
heatwaves, droughts, and floods, all of which threaten habitability.

Biodiversity Loss and Ecosystem Collapse

The rapid decline in biodiversity due to habitat destruction, pollution, and
overexploitation is destabilizing ecosystems that provide essential services
like pollination, water purification, and climate regulation. When ecosystems
collapse, regions can become inhospitable for both humans and wildlife.



Resource Depletion

Unsustainable consumption of water, soil, and fossil fuels depletes the
resources necessary for life. As aquifers run dry and arable land becomes
infertile, sustaining large populations becomes increasingly difficult.

Pollution and Toxic Contamination

Industrial and agricultural pollution release toxins into the air, water, and
soil, leading to health crises and further diminishing the planet’s capacity
to support life.

Escalating greenhouse gas emissions

Deforestation and land degradation

Ocean acidification and marine ecosystem decline

Overpopulation and unsustainable urbanization

Industrial waste and chemical contamination

Regions Most at Risk

The effects of environmental degradation and climate change are not evenly
distributed across the globe. Certain regions are far more vulnerable to
becoming uninhabitable within this century, according to current scientific
assessments.

Tropical and Subtropical Zones

Areas near the equator are projected to experience the most severe heatwaves,
with regular wet-bulb temperatures that exceed the limits of human
survivability. Parts of South Asia, the Middle East, and Africa could see
millions displaced by extreme heat and water scarcity.

Low-Lying Coastal Areas

Rising sea levels threaten coastal cities and island nations with inundation,



saltwater intrusion, and loss of habitable land. Major population centers
such as Miami, Jakarta, and Dhaka are at significant risk.

Arid and Semi-Arid Regions

Desertification is advancing rapidly in regions like the Sahel, the Middle
East, and parts of western North America, where declining rainfall and
overuse of water resources are making agriculture and settlement increasingly
unsustainable.

Impacts on Human Life and Biodiversity

An uninhabitable earth scenario would have profound implications for every
aspect of life. Human societies would face unprecedented challenges, while
millions of species could be pushed toward extinction.

Human Health and Survival

Heat stress, malnutrition, and the spread of infectious diseases would become
widespread in a world facing extreme environmental conditions. Vulnerable
populations, including children and the elderly, would be disproportionately
affected.

Food and Water Security

Failing crops, dwindling freshwater supplies, and collapsing fisheries would
undermine food security and nutrition worldwide. Regions already facing water
scarcity would be hardest hit, sparking competition and potential conflict
over basic resources.

Mass Migration and Social Instability

As habitable land shrinks, millions could be forced to migrate, leading to
overcrowded cities, border tensions, and humanitarian crises. Social cohesion
may break down under the pressure of resource scarcity and displacement.

Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services



A mass extinction event, already underway, would accelerate, undermining
ecosystem services that humans depend on for clean air, water, and food
production. Coral reefs, rainforests, and other vital habitats are especially
vulnerable.

Preventative Measures and Solutions

While the risks of an uninhabitable earth are grave, there are still
opportunities to change course. Scientists and policymakers emphasize the
importance of immediate and far-reaching action to mitigate climate change
and restore ecosystems.

Climate Mitigation Strategies

Reducing greenhouse gas emissions through renewable energy, energy
efficiency, and carbon capture technologies are critical. Transitioning away
from fossil fuels and investing in sustainable infrastructure can slow or
reverse warming trends.

Conservation and Restoration

Protecting remaining wilderness, reforesting degraded lands, and restoring
wetlands can help rebuild ecosystem resilience. Conservation efforts must
prioritize biodiversity hotspots and endangered species.

Technological Innovation

Advances in clean energy, sustainable agriculture, water purification, and
waste management offer hope for reducing humanity’s ecological footprint.
Continued research and development are necessary to scale up these solutions.

Individual and Community Action

Personal choices, such as reducing meat consumption, conserving water, and
supporting sustainable businesses, can collectively make a difference.
Community initiatives can amplify impact, driving change at the local and
regional levels.



The Role of Policy and Global Cooperation

No single nation can prevent an uninhabitable earth alone. International
agreements like the Paris Climate Accord, biodiversity conventions, and
coordinated disaster response are essential. Effective policies must set
ambitious targets, enforce environmental protections, and support vulnerable
populations through adaptation and resilience-building measures. Global
cooperation, technology transfer, and financial support for developing
countries are crucial for achieving meaningful progress.

Conclusion: The Importance of Immediate Action

The prospect of an uninhabitable earth is not a distant science fiction
scenario, but a real and present danger if current trends continue unchecked.
However, the future is not predetermined. Through science-based action,
robust policy, and collective resolve, it is possible to avert the worst
outcomes and ensure a livable planet for generations to come. Addressing the
drivers of uninhabitability, supporting at-risk regions, and fostering global
solidarity are the keys to sustaining life on Earth.

Q: What does "uninhabitable earth" mean?
A: Uninhabitable earth refers to a scenario where environmental conditions
become so extreme or degraded that large areas—or the entire planet—can no
longer support human life or much of its current biodiversity.

Q: What are the main causes of an uninhabitable
earth?
A: The main causes include climate change, biodiversity loss, resource
depletion, pollution, and unsustainable human practices that collectively
undermine the Earth’s ability to support life.

Q: Which regions are most at risk of becoming
uninhabitable?
A: Tropical and subtropical regions, low-lying coastal areas, and arid or
semi-arid zones are most at risk due to increased heat, sea-level rise, and
desertification.



Q: How would an uninhabitable earth impact human
society?
A: An uninhabitable earth could lead to widespread health crises, food and
water shortages, mass migration, social instability, and the breakdown of
essential ecosystem services.

Q: Can we prevent the earth from becoming
uninhabitable?
A: Yes, through urgent action such as reducing greenhouse gas emissions,
conserving ecosystems, advancing sustainable technologies, and enacting
strong environmental policies, it is possible to avoid the worst-case
scenario.

Q: What role do governments play in preventing
uninhabitability?
A: Governments are critical in setting regulations, enforcing environmental
protections, supporting innovation, and participating in international
agreements to address global environmental challenges.

Q: Are there signs that parts of the earth are
already becoming uninhabitable?
A: Yes. Increasing frequency of deadly heatwaves, water shortages, and
climate-related disasters indicate that some regions are already moving
toward uninhabitability.

Q: How does biodiversity loss contribute to an
uninhabitable earth?
A: Biodiversity loss weakens ecosystems, reducing their ability to provide
essential services like clean air, water, pollination, and climate
regulation, making regions less capable of supporting life.

Q: What individual actions can help prevent an
uninhabitable earth?
A: Individuals can reduce energy use, choose sustainable products, support
conservation efforts, and advocate for strong climate policies to
collectively make a positive impact.



Q: Is it too late to reverse the damage leading to
uninhabitable earth?
A: While some damage is irreversible, immediate and determined action can
still prevent the most severe consequences, making the future of the planet
dependent on choices made today.

Uninhabitable Earth
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The Uninhabitable Earth: Facing the Climate Crisis
Head-On

Are we hurtling towards an uninhabitable Earth? The question, once relegated to the fringes of
science fiction, is now a stark reality demanding immediate attention. This comprehensive guide
delves into the alarming signs of our planet's changing climate, explores the potential consequences
of inaction, and examines pathways towards a more sustainable future. We’ll explore the science
behind the headlines, dissect the myths surrounding climate change, and offer practical steps you
can take to contribute to a solution.

Uninhabitable Earth: Defining the Threat

The term "uninhabitable Earth" doesn't necessarily mean the planet will become completely devoid
of life. Instead, it refers to a scenario where large portions of the globe become unsuitable for
human habitation due to extreme weather events, resource scarcity, and widespread ecological
collapse. This isn't a distant hypothetical; many of the predicted consequences are already unfolding.

H2: The Science Behind the Headlines: Evidence of a Changing Climate

The scientific consensus is overwhelming: the Earth's climate is changing at an unprecedented rate,
primarily due to human activities, particularly the burning of fossil fuels. This consensus is
supported by a vast body of evidence:

H3: Rising Temperatures: Global average temperatures are steadily increasing, leading to more
frequent and intense heatwaves. This isn't just about uncomfortable summer days; extreme heat
poses serious health risks and can disrupt agriculture and infrastructure.

H3: Melting Ice and Rising Sea Levels: The melting of glaciers and polar ice caps is accelerating,
contributing to rising sea levels. Coastal communities face increased flooding risks, displacement,
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and the loss of valuable land.

H3: Extreme Weather Events: We're witnessing a dramatic increase in the frequency and intensity of
extreme weather events, including hurricanes, droughts, wildfires, and floods. These events cause
widespread destruction, loss of life, and economic devastation.

H3: Ocean Acidification: The absorption of excess carbon dioxide by the oceans is leading to ocean
acidification, harming marine ecosystems and threatening the livelihoods of millions who depend on
fishing and other ocean-based industries.

H2: Potential Consequences of an Uninhabitable Earth

The potential consequences of failing to address climate change are far-reaching and devastating:

H3: Mass Migration and Displacement: Climate-related disasters will force mass migration and
displacement, potentially leading to social unrest and conflict over scarce resources.

H3: Food and Water Scarcity: Changes in climate patterns will disrupt agricultural production,
leading to food shortages and increased competition for dwindling water resources.

H3: Ecosystem Collapse: The loss of biodiversity and the disruption of ecosystems will have
cascading effects on the entire planet, threatening the stability of the biosphere.

H3: Economic Instability: The costs associated with responding to climate change impacts – disaster
relief, infrastructure adaptation, and healthcare – will strain economies worldwide.

H2: Combating the Crisis: Pathways to a Sustainable Future

Despite the grim outlook, there is still hope. Addressing the climate crisis requires a multi-pronged
approach:

H3: Transitioning to Renewable Energy: We must rapidly transition away from fossil fuels and
towards renewable energy sources such as solar, wind, and geothermal power. This requires
significant investment in infrastructure and technology.

H3: Improving Energy Efficiency: Reducing energy consumption through improved building design,
more efficient transportation systems, and responsible consumption patterns is crucial.

H3: Protecting and Restoring Ecosystems: Protecting and restoring forests, wetlands, and other
natural ecosystems is essential for carbon sequestration and biodiversity conservation.

H3: Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems: Adopting sustainable agricultural practices can
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and enhance food security.

H3: Policy and International Cooperation: Strong international cooperation and effective climate
policies are necessary to achieve global emission reduction targets.

H2: Individual Actions: What You Can Do



Even small individual actions can collectively make a significant difference. Consider:

H3: Reducing your carbon footprint: Make conscious choices about your transportation, diet, and
consumption habits.

H3: Supporting sustainable businesses: Choose to support companies committed to environmental
sustainability.

H3: Advocating for change: Use your voice to advocate for stronger climate policies and support
organizations working to address climate change.

Conclusion:

The threat of an uninhabitable Earth is real, but it is not inevitable. By acknowledging the urgency of
the situation, embracing sustainable practices, and working together, we can still avert the worst
consequences of climate change and build a more sustainable future for generations to come. The
time for action is now.

FAQs:

1. What is the biggest contributor to climate change? The burning of fossil fuels (coal, oil, and
natural gas) for energy production is the primary driver of climate change.

2. How can I measure my carbon footprint? Numerous online calculators are available to help you
estimate your carbon footprint based on your lifestyle choices.

3. What are some examples of sustainable agriculture practices? Examples include no-till farming,
crop rotation, integrated pest management, and reduced reliance on chemical fertilizers and
pesticides.

4. What role do governments play in addressing climate change? Governments play a crucial role in
setting emission reduction targets, implementing climate policies, investing in renewable energy
infrastructure, and fostering international cooperation.

5. Is it too late to prevent an uninhabitable Earth? While the situation is dire, it is not too late. The
longer we wait to act, the more difficult and costly it will become, but significant progress can still
be made if we act decisively and collaboratively.

  uninhabitable earth: The Uninhabitable Earth David Wallace-Wells, 2019-02-19 #1 NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “The Uninhabitable Earth hits you like a comet, with an overflow of
insanely lyrical prose about our pending Armageddon.”—Andrew Solomon, author of The Noonday
Demon NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New Yorker • The New York
Times Book Review • Time • NPR • The Economist • The Paris Review • Toronto Star • GQ • The
Times Literary Supplement • The New York Public Library • Kirkus Reviews It is worse, much
worse, than you think. If your anxiety about global warming is dominated by fears of sea-level rise,
you are barely scratching the surface of what terrors are possible—food shortages, refugee
emergencies, climate wars and economic devastation. An “epoch-defining book” (The Guardian) and



“this generation’s Silent Spring” (The Washington Post), The Uninhabitable Earth is both a
travelogue of the near future and a meditation on how that future will look to those living through
it—the ways that warming promises to transform global politics, the meaning of technology and
nature in the modern world, the sustainability of capitalism and the trajectory of human progress.
The Uninhabitable Earth is also an impassioned call to action. For just as the world was brought to
the brink of catastrophe within the span of a lifetime, the responsibility to avoid it now belongs to a
single generation—today’s. LONGLISTED FOR THE PEN/E.O. WILSON LITERARY SCIENCE
WRITING AWARD “The Uninhabitable Earth is the most terrifying book I have ever read. Its subject
is climate change, and its method is scientific, but its mode is Old Testament. The book is a
meticulously documented, white-knuckled tour through the cascading catastrophes that will soon
engulf our warming planet.”—Farhad Manjoo, The New York Times “Riveting. . . . Some readers will
find Mr. Wallace-Wells’s outline of possible futures alarmist. He is indeed alarmed. You should be,
too.”—The Economist “Potent and evocative. . . . Wallace-Wells has resolved to offer something other
than the standard narrative of climate change. . . . He avoids the ‘eerily banal language of
climatology’ in favor of lush, rolling prose.”—Jennifer Szalai, The New York Times “The book has
potential to be this generation’s Silent Spring.”—The Washington Post “The Uninhabitable Earth,
which has become a best seller, taps into the underlying emotion of the day: fear. . . . I encourage
people to read this book.”—Alan Weisman, The New York Review of Books
  uninhabitable earth: The Uninhabitable Earth David Wallace-Wells, 2019 It is worse, much
worse, than you think. If your anxiety about global warming is dominated by fears of sea-level rise,
you are barely scratching the surface of what terrors are possible. In California, wildfires now rage
year-round, destroying thousands of homes. Across the US, 500-year storms pummel communities
month after month, and floods displace tens of millions annually. This is only a preview of the
changes to come. And they are coming fast. Without a revolution in how billions of humans conduct
their lives, parts of the Earth could become close to uninhabitable, and other parts horrifically
inhospitable, as soon as the end of this century. In his travelogue of our near future, David
Wallace-Wells brings into stark relief the climate troubles that await--food shortages, refugee
emergencies, and other crises that will reshape the globe. But the world will be remade by warming
in more profound ways as well, transforming our politics, our culture, our relationship to technology,
and our sense of history. It will be all-encompassing, shaping and distorting nearly every aspect of
human life as it is lived today. Like An Inconvenient Truth and Silent Spring before it, The
Uninhabitable Earth is both a meditation on the devastation we have brought upon ourselves and an
impassioned call to action. For just as the world was brought to the brink of catastrophe within the
span of a lifetime, the responsibility to avoid it now belongs to a single generation--
  uninhabitable earth: The Uninhabitable Earth David Wallace-Wells, 2019-02-19 **SUNDAY
TIMES AND THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER** 'An epoch-defining book' Matt Haig 'If you
read just one work of non-fiction this year, it should probably be this' David Sexton, Evening
Standard Selected as a Book of the Year 2019 by the Sunday Times, Spectator and New Statesman A
Waterstones Paperback of the Year and shortlisted for the Foyles Book of the Year 2019 Longlisted
for the PEN / E.O. Wilson Literary Science Writing Award It is worse, much worse, than you think.
The slowness of climate change is a fairy tale, perhaps as pernicious as the one that says it isn't
happening at all, and if your anxiety about it is dominated by fears of sea-level rise, you are barely
scratching the surface of what terrors are possible, even within the lifetime of a teenager today.
Over the past decades, the term Anthropocene has climbed into the popular imagination - a name
given to the geologic era we live in now, one defined by human intervention in the life of the planet.
But however sanguine you might be about the proposition that we have ravaged the natural world,
which we surely have, it is another thing entirely to consider the possibility that we have only
provoked it, engineering first in ignorance and then in denial a climate system that will now go to
war with us for many centuries, perhaps until it destroys us. In the meantime, it will remake us,
transforming every aspect of the way we live-the planet no longer nurturing a dream of abundance,
but a living nightmare.



  uninhabitable earth: Losing Earth Nathaniel Rich, 2019-04-23 By 1979, we knew all that we
know now about the science of climate change – what was happening, why it was happening, and
how to stop it. Over the next ten years, we had the very real opportunity to stop it. Obviously, we
failed. Nathaniel Rich’s groundbreaking account of that failure – and how tantalizingly close we
came to signing binding treaties that would have saved us all before the fossil fuels industry and
politicians committed to anti-scientific denialism – is already a journalistic blockbuster, a full issue of
the New York Times Magazine that has earned favorable comparisons to Rachel Carson’s Silent
Spring and John Hersey’s Hiroshima. Rich has become an instant, in-demand expert and speaker. A
major movie deal is already in place. It is the story, perhaps, that can shift the conversation. In the
book Losing Earth, Rich is able to provide more of the context for what did – and didn’t – happen in
the 1980s and, more important, is able to carry the story fully into the present day and wrestle with
what those past failures mean for us in 2019. It is not just an agonizing revelation of historical
missed opportunities, but a clear-eyed and eloquent assessment of how we got to now, and what we
can and must do before it's truly too late.
  uninhabitable earth: All Hell Breaking Loose Michael T. Klare, 2019-11-12 All Hell Breaking
Loose is an eye-opening examination of climate change from the perspective of the U.S. military. The
Pentagon, unsentimental and politically conservative, might not seem likely to be worried about
climate change—still linked, for many people, with polar bears and coral reefs. Yet of all the major
institutions in American society, none take climate change as seriously as the U.S. military. Both as
participants in climate-triggered conflicts abroad, and as first responders to hurricanes and other
disasters on American soil, the armed services are already confronting the impacts of global
warming. The military now regards climate change as one of the top threats to American national
security—and is busy developing strategies to cope with it. Drawing on previously obscure reports
and government documents, renowned security expert Michael Klare shows that the U.S. military
sees the climate threat as imperiling the country on several fronts at once. Droughts and food
shortages are stoking conflicts in ethnically divided nations, with “climate refugees” producing
worldwide havoc. Pandemics and other humanitarian disasters will increasingly require extensive
military involvement. The melting Arctic is creating new seaways to defend. And rising seas threaten
American cities and military bases themselves. While others still debate the causes of global
warming, the Pentagon is intensely focused on its effects. Its response makes it clear that where it
counts, the immense impact of climate change is not in doubt.
  uninhabitable earth: Don't Even Think About It George Marshall, 2014-08-19 An Esquire
Essential Book on Climate Change From the founder of the Climate Outreach and Information
Network, a groundbreaking take on the most urgent question of our time: Why, despite
overwhelming scientific evidence, do we still ignore climate change? “Please read this book, and
think about it.” --Bill Nye Most of us recognize that climate change is real, and yet we do nothing to
stop it. What is this psychological mechanism that allows us to know something is true but act as if it
is not? George Marshall's search for the answers brings him face to face with Nobel Prize-winning
psychologists and the activists of the Texas Tea Party; the world's leading climate scientists and the
people who denounce them; liberal environmentalists and conservative evangelicals. What he
discovered is that our values, assumptions, and prejudices can take on lives of their own, gaining
authority as they are shared, dividing people in their wake. With engaging stories and drawing on
years of his own research, Marshall argues that the answers do not lie in the things that make us
different and drive us apart, but rather in what we all share: how our human brains are wired-our
evolutionary origins, our perceptions of threats, our cognitive blindspots, our love of storytelling, our
fear of death, and our deepest instincts to defend our family and tribe. Once we understand what
excites, threatens, and motivates us, we can rethink and reimagine climate change, for it is not an
impossible problem. Rather, it is one we can halt if we can make it our common purpose and
common ground. Silence and inaction are the most persuasive of narratives, so we need to change
the story. In the end, Don't Even Think About It is both about climate change and about the qualities
that make us human and how we can grow as we deal with the greatest challenge we have ever



faced.
  uninhabitable earth: Falter Bill McKibben, 2019-04-16 A powerful call to arms from an
eminent environmentalist Thirty years ago, environmentalist Bill McKibben’s bestselling The End of
Nature – long regarded as a classic – was the first book to alert us to global warming. Now, in Falter,
he suggests that the human game may have begun to play itself out. Climate change, robotics and
artificial intelligence may spell the end of humanity as we know it. Unless we act now. Falter tells
the story of these converging trends and of the ideological fervour that keeps us from bringing them
under control. Drawing on McKibben’s experience in building 350.org, the first global citizens’
movement to combat climate change, it offers some ways out of the trap. We’re at a bleak moment in
human history, and we must face the reality or watch the civilisation our forebears built slip away.
This is an inspiring and clearheaded guide to saving not only our planet but also our humanity. ‘A
love letter, a plea, a eulogy and a prayer. This is Bill McKibben at his glorious best. Wise and
warning, with everything on the line. Do not miss it.’ —Naomi Klein, author of The Shock Doctrine
‘No one has done more than Bill McKibben to raise awareness about the great issues of our time.
Falter is an essential book―honest, far-reaching and, against the odds, hopeful.’ —Elizabeth Kolbert,
Pulitzer Prize–winning author of The Sixth Extinction ‘I braced myself to plunge into this book about
the largest and grimmest of situations our species has faced, and then I found myself racing through
it, excited by the grand synthesis of innumerable scientific reports on the details of the crisis. And
then at the end I saw the book as a description of a big trap with a small exit we could take, if we
take heed of what Bill McKibben tells us here, and act on it.’ —Rebecca Solnit, author of A Field
Guide to Getting Lost ‘It’s not an exaggeration to say that Bill McKibben has written a book so
important, reading it might save your life, not to mention your home: Planet Earth. Falter is a
brilliant, impassioned call to arms to save our climate from those profiting from its destruction
before it’s too late. Over and over, McKibben has proven one of the most farsighted and gifted voices
of our times, and with Falter he has topped himself, producing a book that, honestly, everyone
should read.’ —Jane Mayer, bestselling author of Dark Money ‘The most effective environmental
activist of our age. Anyone interested in making a difference can learn from McKibben.’ —Tim
Flannery ‘McKibben is the world’s best green journalist.’ —Time ‘Probably the country’s most
important environmentalist.’ —The Boston Globe
  uninhabitable earth: Summary & Analysis of The Uninhabitable Earth ZIP Reads, PLEASE
NOTE: This is a summary and analysis of the book and not the original book. If you'd like to
purchase the original book, please paste this link in your browser: https://amzn.to/2VOuvKP It’s a
shove off the fence post and a call to action--The Uninhabitable Earth: Life After Warming will not be
satisfied until barriers to understanding climate change are obliterated. David Wallace-Wells taps
into our collective survival instinct by challenging our individual roles in this all-encompassing issue.
What does this ZIP Reads Summary Include? - Synopsis of the original book - Key takeaways from
each chapter - The 11 elements of chaos brought by climate change - The socio-political
ramifications of inaction - What we can do to fix it - Editorial Review - Background on David
Wallace-Wells About the Original Book: David Wallace-Wells has a message for the citizens of the
earth - and it isn’t pretty. A zenith has been reached and it is all downhill from here as climate
change cascades over everything we have built in the industrial age. He explores each aspect of
what climate change means for us today, in thirty years, and by the end of the century, depending
largely on what we choose to do today. The likely results of just two, three, and four degrees of
warming seems increasingly alarming, as well they should be, but we have the tools to slow the
cataclysm of the Anthropocene. Will the world awaken from its narcissistic state of complacency in
time? DISCLAIMER: This book is intended as a companion to, not a replacement for, The
Uninhabitable Earth: Life After Warming. ZIP Reads is wholly responsible for this content and is not
associated with the original author in any way. Please follow this link: https://amzn.to/2VOuvKP to
purchase a copy of the original book. We are a participant in the Amazon Services LLC Associates
Program, an affiliate advertising program designed to provide a means for us to earn fees by linking
to Amazon.com and affiliated sites.



  uninhabitable earth: What If We Stopped Pretending? Jonathan Franzen, 2021-01-21 The
climate change is coming. To prepare for it, we need to admit that we can’t prevent it.
  uninhabitable earth: The Great Displacement Jake Bittle, 2023-02-21 The untold story of
climate migration--the personal stories of those experiencing displacement, the portraits of
communities being torn apart by disaster, and the implications for all of us as we confront a
changing future. When the subject of migration that will be caused by global climate change comes
up in the media or in conversation, we often think of international refugees--those from foreign
countries who will emigrate to the United States to escape disasters like rising shorelines and
famine. What many people don't realize though, is that climate migration is happening now--and
within the borders of the United States. A human-centered narrative with national scope, The Great
Displacement is the first book to report on climate migration in the US. From half-drowned
Louisiana to fire-scorched California, from the dried-up cotton fields of Arizona to the soaked
watersheds of inland North Carolina, people are moving. In the last decade alone, the federal
government has sponsored the relocation of tens of thousands of families away from flood zones, and
tens of thousands more have moved of their own accord in the aftermath of natural disasters.
Insurance and mortgage markets are already shifting to reflect mounting climate risk, pushing more
people away from their homes. Rising seas have already begun to sink eastern coastal cities, while
extreme heat, unprecedented drought, and unstoppable wildfires plague the west. Over the next fifty
years, millions of Americans will be caught up in this churn of displacement created by climate
change, forced inland and northward in what will be the largest national migration we've yet to
experience. The Great Displacement compassionately tells the stories of those who are already
experiencing life on the move, while detailing just how radically climate change will transform our
lives--forcing us out of the country's hardest-hit areas, uprooting countless communities, and
prompting a massive migration that will fundamentally reshape the United States.
  uninhabitable earth: A Life on Our Planet David Attenborough, 2020-10-01 With a new
afterword, Why You Are Here: A speech on the opening of the COP26 climate summit As a young
man, I felt I was out there in the wild, experiencing the untouched natural world - but it was an
illusion. The tragedy of our time has been happening all around us, barely noticeable from day to day
- the loss of our planet's wild places, its biodiversity. I have been witness to this decline. A Life on
Our Planet contains my witness statement, and my vision for the future - the story of how we came
to make this, our greatest mistake, and how, if we act now, we can yet put it right. We have the
opportunity to create the perfect home for ourselves and restore the wonderful world we inherited.
All we need is the will do so.
  uninhabitable earth: Climate Change Is Racist Jeremy Williams, 2021-06-03 ** LONGLISTED
FOR THE JAMES CROPPER WAINWRIGHT PRIZE LONGLIST 2022 ** 'Really packs a punch' Aja
Barber, author of Consumed: The Need for Collective Change: Colonialism, Climate Change, and
Consumerism 'Will open the minds of even the most ardent denier of climate change and/or systemic
racism. If there's one book that will help you to be an effective activist for climate justice, it's this
one.' Dr Shola Mos-Shogbamimu, author of This is Why I Resist 'Accessible. Poignant. Challenging.'
Nnimmo Bassey, environmentalist and author of To Cook a Continent: Destructive Extraction and
the Climate Crisis in Africa When we talk about racism, we often mean personal prejudice or
institutional biases. Climate change doesn't work that way. It is structurally racist,
disproportionately caused by majority White people in majority White countries, with the damage
unleashed overwhelmingly on people of colour. The climate crisis reflects and reinforces racial
injustices. In this eye-opening book, writer and environmental activist Jeremy Williams takes us on a
short, urgent journey across the globe - from Kenya to India, the USA to Australia - to understand
how White privilege and climate change overlap. We'll look at the environmental facts, hear the
experiences of the people most affected on our planet and learn from the activists leading the
change. It's time for each of us to find our place in the global struggle for justice.
  uninhabitable earth: Facing the Anthropocene Ian Angus, 2016-07 Science tells us that a new
and dangerous stage in planetary evolution has begun—the Anthropocene, a time of rising



temperatures, extreme weather, rising oceans, and mass species extinctions. Humanity faces not
just more pollution or warmer weather, but a crisis of the Earth System. If business as usual
continues, this century will be marked by rapid deterioration of our physical, social, and economic
environment. Large parts of Earth will become uninhabitable, and civilization itself will be
threatened. Facing the Anthropocene shows what has caused this planetary emergency, and what
we must do to meet the challenge. Bridging the gap between Earth System science and ecological
Marxism, Ian Angus examines not only the latest scientific findings about the physical causes and
consequences of the Anthropocene transition, but also the social and economic trends that underlie
the crisis. Cogent and compellingly written, Facing the Anthropocene offers a unique synthesis of
natural and social science that illustrates how capitalism's inexorable drive for growth, powered by
the rapid burning of fossil fuels that took millions of years to form, has driven our world to the brink
of disaster. Survival in the Anthropocene, Angus argues, requires radical social change, replacing
fossil capitalism with a new, ecosocialist civilization.
  uninhabitable earth: The Future We Choose Christiana Figueres, Tom Rivett-Carnac,
2020-02-25 THE SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER 'Everyone should read this book' MATT HAIG 'One
of the most inspiring books I have ever read' YUVAL NOAH HARARI 'Inspirational, compassionate
and clear. The time to read this is NOW' MARK RUFFALO 'Figueres and Rivett-Carnac dare to tell us
how our response can create a better, fairer world' NAOMI KLEIN ***** Discover why there's hope
for the planet and how we can each make a difference in the climate crisis, starting today. Humanity
is not doomed, and we can and will survive. The future is ours to create: it will be shaped by who we
choose to be in the coming years. The coming decade is a turning point - it is time to turn from
indifference or despair and towards a stubborn, determined optimism. The Future We Choose is a
passionate call to arms from former UN Executive Secretary for Climate Change, Christiana
Figueres, and Tom Rivett-Carnac, senior political strategist for the Paris Agreement. Practical,
optimistic and empowering, The Future We Choose shows us steps we can all take to renew our
planet and create a better world beyond the climate crisis: today, tomorrow, this year and in the
coming decade. The time to act is now. This book will change the way you see the world, and your
place in it.
  uninhabitable earth: The Future Earth Eric Holthaus, 2020-06-30 The first hopeful book
about climate change, The Future Earth shows readers how to reverse the short- and long-term
effects of climate change over the next three decades. The basics of climate science are easy. We
know it is entirely human-caused. Which means its solutions will be similarly human-led. In The
Future Earth, leading climate change advocate and weather-related journalist Eric Holthaus (“the
Rebel Nerd of Meteorology”—Rolling Stone) offers a radical vision of our future, specifically how to
reverse the short- and long-term effects of climate change over the next three decades. Anchored by
world-class reporting, interviews with futurists, climatologists, biologists, economists, and climate
change activists, it shows what the world could look like if we implemented radical solutions on the
scale of the crises we face. What could happen if we reduced carbon emissions by 50 percent in the
next decade? What could living in a city look like in 2030? How could the world operate in 2040, if
the proposed Green New Deal created a 100 percent net carbon-free economy in the United States?
This is the book for anyone who feels overwhelmed by the current state of our environment. Hopeful
and prophetic, The Future Earth invites us to imagine how we can reverse the effects of climate
change in our own lifetime and encourages us to enter a deeper relationship with the earth as
conscientious stewards and to re-affirm our commitment to one another in our shared humanity.
  uninhabitable earth: The Water Will Come Jeff Goodell, 2018-02-01 An eye-opening and
essential tour of the vanishing world What if Atlantis wasn’t a myth, but an early precursor to a new
age of great flooding? Across the globe, scientists and civilians alike are noticing rapidly rising sea
levels, and higher and higher tides pushing more water directly into the places we live, from our
most vibrant, historic cities to our last remaining traditional coastal villages. With each crack in the
great ice sheets of the Arctic and Antarctica, and each tick upwards of Earth's thermometer, we are
moving closer to the brink of broad disaster. By century’s end, hundreds of millions of people will be



retreating from the world's shores as our coasts become inundated and our landscapes transformed.
From island nations to the world's major cities, coastal regions will disappear. Engineering projects
to hold back the water are bold and may buy some time. Yet despite international efforts and tireless
research, there is no permanent solution – no barriers to erect or walls to build – that will protect us
in the end from the drowning of the world as we know it. The Water Will Come is the definitive
account of the coming water, why and how this will happen, and what it will all mean. As he travels
across twelve countries and reports from the front lines, acclaimed journalist Jeff Goodell employs
fact, science, and first-person, on-the-ground journalism to show vivid scenes from what already is
becoming a water world. ‘This harrowing, compulsively readable, and carefully researched book lays
out in clear-eyed detail what Earth’s changing climate means for us today, and what it will mean for
future generations ... It’s a thriller in which the hero in peril is us.’ ―John Green, bestselling author
of The Fault in Our Stars ‘Jeff Goodell grabs you on the first page and doesn't hold up until this
essential story is told. He presents a vivid warning and a call to arms to the generation that gets to
decide how fast, and how high, the water will come.’ ―Scott Ludlam, former Australian Greens
Senator ‘A well-rounded, persuasive survey.... A frightening, scientifically grounded, and starkly
relevant look at how climate change will affect coastal cities.’ ―Kirkus, Starred Review ‘In this
engaging book, environmental writer Goodell points out that while sea levels have always risen and
fallen, the current rise is driven primarily by the dramatically accelerating melting of the arctic ice
caps, and with so many cities on seashores, this will be devastating.’ ―Booklist, Starred Review
  uninhabitable earth: CLIMATE CHANGE and the Road to NET-ZERO Mathew
Hampshire-Waugh, 2021-06-03 CLIMATE CHANGE and the road to NET-ZERO is a story of how
humanity has broken free from the shackles of poverty, suffering, and war and for the first time in
human history grown both population and prosperity. It's also a story of how a single species has
reconfigured the natural world, repurposed the Earth's resources, and begun to re-engineer the
climate. The book uses these conflicting narratives to explore the science, economics, technology,
and politics of climate change. NET-ZERO blows away the entrenched idea that solving global
warming requires a trade-off between the economy and environment, present and future
generations, or rich and poor, and reveals why a twenty-year transition to a zero carbon system is a
win-win solution for all on planet Earth. From the Author I wrote Climate Change and the road to
Net-Zero to provide a generalist reader with a clear, comprehensive, and objective take on the
issues surrounding climate change and air pollution. The book walks the reader through a history of
energy, innovation, and the rise of human civilisation; how scientists have come to understand our
past climate and can now forecast future change; the problems economists encounter as they
attempt to piece together the potential monetary and social damages from climate inaction; and a
technology agnostic assessment of potential climate change solutions (from climate-engineering to
mitigation) including their costs, risks, and limitations. The book demonstrates why sustainable
technologies such as wind, solar, and batteries get cheaper with scale of production, not time, and
why a rapid transition to a fully-fledged net-zero system will end up significantly cheaper than
remaining bound to fossil fuels, whilst also avoiding the worst impacts of climate change, and
preventing nearly eight million premature deaths each year from air pollution. I hope Climate
Change and the road to Net-Zero delivers an understanding of humanity's relationship with Earth
that is as intriguing as Simon Lewis and Mark Maslin's The Human Planet, or Yuval Noah Harari's
Sapiens. I very much hope too that the book conveys the passion and call to action of David
Wallace-Well's The Uninhabitable Earth, coupled with the sober economic analysis of The Climate
Casino by William Nordhaus or Capital in the 21st century by Thomas Piketty, and that it provides
the technical rigour of Sustainable Energy Without The Hot Air by David MacKay, the rationality of
Hans Rosling's Factfulness, and the eternal hope of The Future We Choose by Christiana Figueres
and Tom Rivett-Carnac. I believe net-zero will be cheaper, cleaner, safer, more reliable, more
sustainable, and will create more employment than if we remain bound to fossil fuels. After reading
the book, I hope you will agree. Mathew Hampshire-Waugh, Author.
  uninhabitable earth: Windfall Mckenzie Funk, 2014-01-23 A fascinating investigation into how



people around the globe are cashing in on a warming world McKenzie Funk has spent the last six
years reporting around the world on how we are preparing for a warmer planet. Funk shows us that
the best way to understand the catastrophe of global warming is to see it through the eyes of those
who see it most clearly—as a market opportunity. Global warming’s physical impacts can be
separated into three broad categories: melt, drought, and deluge. Funk travels to two dozen
countries to profile entrepreneurial people who see in each of these forces a potential windfall. The
melt is a boon for newly arable, mineral-rich regions of the Arctic, such as Greenland—and for the
surprising kings of the manmade snow trade, the Israelis. The process of desalination, vital to
Israel’s survival, can produce a snowlike by-product that alpine countries use to prolong their ski
season. Drought creates opportunities for private firefighters working for insurance companies in
California as well as for fund managers backing south Sudanese warlords who control local
farmland. As droughts raise food prices globally, there is no more precious asset. The deluge—the
rising seas, surging rivers, and superstorms that will threaten island nations and coastal cities—has
been our most distant concern, but after Hurricane Sandy and failure after failure to cut global
carbon emissions, it is not so distant. For Dutch architects designing floating cities and American
scientists patenting hurricane defenses, the race is on. For low-lying countries like Bangladesh, the
coming deluge presents an existential threat. Funk visits the front lines of the melt, the drought, and
the deluge to make a human accounting of the booming business of global warming. By letting
climate change continue unchecked, we are choosing to adapt to a warming world. Containing the
resulting surge will be big business; some will benefit, but much of the planet will suffer. McKenzie
Funk has investigated both sides, and what he has found will shock us all. To understand how the
world is preparing to warm, Windfall follows the money.
  uninhabitable earth: Ten Lessons for a Post-Pandemic World Fareed Zakaria, 2020-10-06
From the international bestselling author of The Post-American World 'An intelligent, learned and
judicious guide for a world already in the making' The New York Times Since the end of the Cold
War, the world has been shaken to its core three times. 11 September 2001, the financial collapse of
2008 and - most of all - Covid-19. Each was an asymmetric threat, set in motion by something
seemingly small, and different from anything the world had experienced before. Lenin is supposed to
have said, 'There are decades when nothing happens and weeks when decades happen.' This is one
of those times when history has sped up. In this urgent and timely book, Fareed Zakaria, one of the
'top ten global thinkers of the last decade' (Foreign Policy), foresees the nature of a post-pandemic
world: the political, social, technological and economic consequences that may take years to unfold.
In ten surprising, hopeful 'lessons', he writes about the acceleration of natural and biological risks,
the obsolescence of the old political categories of right and left, the rise of 'digital life', the future of
globalization and an emerging world order split between the United States and China. He invites us
to think about how we are truly social animals with community embedded in our nature, and, above
all, the degree to which nothing is written - the future is truly in our own hands. Ten Lessons for a
Post-Pandemic World speaks to past, present and future, and will become an enduring reflection on
life in the early twenty-first century.
  uninhabitable earth: Climate Leviathan Joel Wainwright, Geoff Mann, 2018-02-13 **Winner
of the 2019 Sussex International Theory Prize** -- How climate change will affect our political theory
- for better and worse Despite the science and the summits, leading capitalist states have not
achieved anything close to an adequate level of carbon mitigation. There is now simply no way to
prevent the planet breaching the threshold of two degrees Celsius set by the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change. What are the likely political and economic outcomes of this? Where is the
overheating world heading? To further the struggle for climate justice, we need to have some idea
how the existing global order is likely to adjust to a rapidly changing environment. Climate
Leviathan provides a radical way of thinking about the intensifying challenges to the global order.
Drawing on a wide range of political thought, Joel Wainwright and Geoff Mann argue that rapid
climate change will transform the world's political economy and the fundamental political
arrangements most people take for granted. The result will be a capitalist planetary sovereignty, a



terrifying eventuality that makes the construction of viable, radical alternatives truly imperative.
  uninhabitable earth: A People's Curriculum for the Earth Bill Bigelow, Tim Swinehart,
2014-11-14 A People’s Curriculum for the Earth is a collection of articles, role plays, simulations,
stories, poems, and graphics to help breathe life into teaching about the environmental crisis. The
book features some of the best articles from Rethinking Schools magazine alongside
classroom-friendly readings on climate change, energy, water, food, and pollution—as well as on
people who are working to make things better. A People’s Curriculum for the Earth has the breadth
and depth ofRethinking Globalization: Teaching for Justice in an Unjust World, one of the most
popular books we’ve published. At a time when it’s becoming increasingly obvious that life on Earth
is at risk, here is a resource that helps students see what’s wrong and imagine solutions. Praise for A
People's Curriculum for the Earth To really confront the climate crisis, we need to think differently,
build differently, and teach differently. A People’s Curriculum for the Earth is an educator’s toolkit
for our times. — Naomi Klein, author of The Shock Doctrine and This Changes Everything:
Capitalism vs. the Climate This volume is a marvelous example of justice in ALL facets of our
lives—civil, social, educational, economic, and yes, environmental. Bravo to the Rethinking Schools
team for pulling this collection together and making us think more holistically about what we mean
when we talk about justice. — Gloria Ladson-Billings, Kellner Family Chair in Urban Education,
University of Wisconsin-Madison Bigelow and Swinehart have created a critical resource for today’s
young people about humanity’s responsibility for the Earth. This book can engender the shift in
perspective so needed at this point on the clock of the universe. — Gregory Smith, Professor of
Education, Lewis & Clark College, co-author with David Sobel of Place- and Community-based
Education in Schools
  uninhabitable earth: False Alarm Bjorn Lomborg, 2020-07-14 An “essential” (Times UK) and
“meticulously researched” (Forbes) book by “the skeptical environmentalist” argues that panic over
climate change is causing more harm than good Hurricanes batter our coasts. Wildfires rage across
the American West. Glaciers collapse in the Artic. Politicians, activists, and the media espouse a
common message: climate change is destroying the planet, and we must take drastic action
immediately to stop it. Children panic about their future, and adults wonder if it is even ethical to
bring new life into the world. Enough, argues bestselling author Bjorn Lomborg. Climate change is
real, but it's not the apocalyptic threat that we've been told it is. Projections of Earth's imminent
demise are based on bad science and even worse economics. In panic, world leaders have committed
to wildly expensive but largely ineffective policies that hamper growth and crowd out more pressing
investments in human capital, from immunization to education. False Alarm will convince you that
everything you think about climate change is wrong -- and points the way toward making the world a
vastly better, if slightly warmer, place for us all.
  uninhabitable earth: The Songs of Trees David George Haskell, 2020-03-31 The author of the
Pulitzer Prize finalist The Forest Unseen visits with nature’s most magnificent networkers – trees.
David George Haskell’s The Forest Unseen won acclaim for eloquent writing and deep engagement
with the natural world. Now he brings his powers of observation to the biological networks that
surround all species, including humans. Haskell repeatedly visits a dozen trees around the world,
exploring the trees’ connections with webs of fungi, bacterial communities, cooperative and
destructive animals and other plants. An Amazonian ceibo tree reveals the rich ecological turmoil of
the tropical forest, along with threats from expanding oil fields. Thousands of miles away, the roots
of a balsam fir in Canada survive in poor soil only with the help of fungal partners—in links that are
nearly two billion years old. By unearthing charcoal left by Ice Age humans and petrified redwoods
in the Rocky Mountains, Haskell shows how the Earth’s climate has emerged from exchanges among
trees, soil communities and the atmosphere. Now humans have transformed these networks,
powering our societies with wood, tending some forests, but destroying others. Through his
exploration, Haskell shows that this networked view of life enriches our understanding of biology,
human nature and ethics. When we listen to trees, nature’s great connectors, we learn how to
inhabit the relationships that give life its source, substance and beauty. ‘Here is a book to nourish



the spirit. The Songs of Trees is a powerful argument against the ways in which humankind has
severed the very biological networks that give us our place in the world. Listen as David Haskell
takes his stethoscope to the heart of nature - and discover the poetry and music contained within.’
—Peter Wohlleben, author of The Hidden Life of Trees
  uninhabitable earth: With Speed and Violence Fred Pearce, 2007-03-15 Nature is fragile,
environmentalists often tell us. But the lesson of this book is that it is not so. The truth is far more
worrying. Nature is strong and packs a serious counterpunch . . . Global warming will very probably
unleash unstoppable planetary forces. And they will not be gradual. The history of our planet's
climate shows that it does not do gradual change. Under pressure, whether from sunspots or orbital
wobbles or the depredations of humans, it lurches-virtually overnight. —from the Introduction Fred
Pearce has been writing about climate change for eighteen years, and the more he learns, the worse
things look. Where once scientists were concerned about gradual climate change, now more and
more of them fear we will soon be dealing with abrupt change resulting from triggering hidden
tipping points. Even President Bush's top climate modeler, Jim Hansen, warned in 2005 that we are
on the precipice of climate system tipping points beyond which there is no redemption. As Pearce
began working on this book, normally cautious scientists beat a path to his door to tell him about
their fears and their latest findings. With Speed and Violence tells the stories of these scientists and
their work-from the implications of melting permafrost in Siberia and the huge river systems of
meltwater beneath the icecaps of Greenland and Antarctica to the effects of the ocean conveyor and
a rare molecule that runs virtually the entire cleanup system for the planet. Above all, the scientists
told him what they're now learning about the speed and violence of past natural climate change-and
what it portends for our future. With Speed and Violence is the most up-to-date and readable book
yet about the growing evidence for global warming and the large climatic effects it may unleash.
  uninhabitable earth: Climate Change Joseph J. Romm, 2018 Everyone needs to understand
how climate change will directly affect their lives and the lives of their family in the years to come.
This is the first general audience book aimed at giving you and your family the knowledge you need
to know to navigate your future--
  uninhabitable earth: The New Map Daniel Yergin, 2020-09-15 A Wall Street Journal besteller
and a USA Today Best Book of 2020 Named Energy Writer of the Year for The New Map by the
American Energy Society “A master class on how the world works.” —NPR Pulitzer Prize-winning
author and global energy expert, Daniel Yergin offers a revelatory new account of how energy
revolutions, climate battles, and geopolitics are mapping our future The world is being shaken by the
collision of energy, climate change, and the clashing power of nations in a time of global crisis. Out
of this tumult is emerging a new map of energy and geopolitics. The “shale revolution” in oil and gas
has transformed the American economy, ending the “era of shortage” but introducing a turbulent
new era. Almost overnight, the United States has become the world's number one energy
powerhouse. Yet concern about energy's role in climate change is challenging the global economy
and way of life, accelerating a second energy revolution in the search for a low-carbon future. All of
this has been made starker and more urgent by the coronavirus pandemic and the economic dark
age that it has wrought. World politics is being upended, as a new cold war develops between the
United States and China, and the rivalry grows more dangerous with Russia, which is pivoting east
toward Beijing. Vladimir Putin and China's Xi Jinping are converging both on energy and on
challenging American leadership, as China projects its power and influence in all directions. The
South China Sea, claimed by China and the world's most critical trade route, could become the
arena where the United States and China directly collide. The map of the Middle East, which was
laid down after World War I, is being challenged by jihadists, revolutionary Iran, ethnic and religious
clashes, and restive populations. But the region has also been shocked by the two recent oil price
collapses--and by the very question of oil's future in the rest of this century. A master storyteller and
global energy expert, Daniel Yergin takes the reader on an utterly riveting and timely journey across
the world's new map. He illuminates the great energy and geopolitical questions in an era of rising
political turbulence and points to the profound challenges that lie ahead.



  uninhabitable earth: The Best American Magazine Writing 2018 The American Society of
Magazine Editors, 2018-12-18 In a time of reckoning, this year’s National Magazine Awards finalists
and winners focus on abuse of power in many forms. Ronan Farrow’s Pulitzer Prize–winning
revelation of Harvey Weinstein’s depredations (New Yorker), along with Rebecca Traister’s charged
commentary for New York and Laurie Penny’s incisive Longreads columns, speak to the urgency of
the #MeToo moment. Ginger Thompson’s reporting on the botched U.S. operation that triggered a
cartel massacre in Mexico (National Geographic/ProPublica) and Azmat Khan and Anand Gopal’s
New York Times Magazine investigation of the civilian casualties of drone strikes in Iraq amplify the
voices of those harmed by U.S. actions abroad. And Alex Tizon’s “My Family’s Slave” (Atlantic) is a
powerful attempt to come to terms with the cruelty that was in plain sight in his own upbringing.
Responding to the overt racism of the Trump era, Ta-Nehisi Coates’s “My President Was Black”
(Atlantic) looks back at the meaning of Obama. Howard Bryant (ESPN the Magazine) and Bim
Adewunmi (Buzzfeed) offer incisive columns on the intersections of pop culture, sports, race, and
politics. In addition, David Wallace-Wells reveals the coming disaster of our climate-change-ravaged
future (New York); Don Van Natta Jr. and Seth Wickersham’s ESPN the Magazine reporting exposes
the seamy sides of the NFL; Nina Martin and Renee Montagne investigate America’s shameful
record on maternal mortality (NPR/ProPublica); Ian Frazier asks “What Ever Happened to the
Russian Revolution?” (Smithsonian); and Alex Mar considers “Love in the Time of Robots” (Wired
with Epic Magazine). The collection concludes with Kristen Roupenian’s viral hit short story “Cat
Person” (New Yorker).
  uninhabitable earth: Being the Change Peter Kalmus, 2017-08-01 “A plethora of insights about
nature and ourselves, revealed by one man’s journey as he comes to terms with human exploitation
of our planet.” —Dr. James Hansen, climate scientist and former director of NASA’s Goddard
Institute for Space Studies Life on one-tenth the fossil fuels turns out to be awesome. We all want to
be happy. Yet as we consume ever more in a frantic bid for happiness, global warming worsens.
Alarmed by drastic changes now occurring in the Earth’s climate systems, Peter Kalmus, a climate
scientist and suburban father of two, embarked on a journey to change his life and the world. He
began by bicycling, growing food, meditating, and making other simple, fulfilling changes.
Ultimately, he slashed his climate impact to under a tenth of the US average and became happier in
the process. Being the Change explores the connections between our individual daily actions and our
collective predicament. It merges science, spirituality, and practical action to develop a satisfying
and appropriate response to global warming. Part one exposes our interconnected predicament:
overpopulation, global warming, industrial agriculture, growth-addicted economics, a sold-out
political system, and a mindset of separation from nature. It also includes a readable but
authoritative overview of climate science. Part two offers a response at once obvious and
unprecedented: mindfully opting out of this broken system and aligning our daily lives with the
biosphere. The core message is deeply optimistic: living without fossil fuels is not only possible, it
can be better. “In this timely and provocative book, Peter Kalmus points out that changing the world
has to start with changing our own lives. It’s a crucial message that needs to be heard.” —John
Michael Greer, author of After Progress and The Retro Future
  uninhabitable earth: Storms of My Grandchildren James Hansen, 2011-01-04
_______________ 'When the history of the climate crisis is written, Hansen will be seen as the scientist
with the most powerful and consistent voice calling for intelligent action to preserve our planet's
environment' - Al Gore 'Few people know more about climate change than James Hansen ... This
unnerving and fluently written book is the definitive one to read' - BBC Wildlife 'Anyone concerned
about the world our children and grandchildren must inherit owes it to themselves to read this book'
- Irish Times _______________ An urgent and provocative call to action from the world's leading
climate scientist Dr James Hansen, the world's leading scientist on climate issues, speaks out with
the full truth about global warming: the planet is hurtling to a climatic point of no return. Hansen -
whose climate predictions have come to pass again and again, beginning in the 1980s when he first
warned US Congress about global warming - is the single most credible voice on the subject



worldwide. He paints a devastating but all-too-realistic picture of what will happen if we continue to
follow the course we're on. But he is also a hard-headed optimist, and shows that there is still time
to take the urgent, strong action needed to save humanity. _______________ 'James Hansen gives us
the opportunity to watch a scientist who is sick of silence and compromise; a scientist at the
breaking point - the point at which he is willing to sacrifice his credibility to make a stand to avert
disaster' - LA Times
  uninhabitable earth: The Light that Failed Ivan Krastev, Stephen Holmes, 2019-10-31 A
landmark book that completely transforms our understanding of the crisis of liberalism, from two
pre-eminent intellectuals Why did the West, after winning the Cold War, lose its political balance? In
the early 1990s, hopes for the eastward spread of liberal democracy were high. And yet the
transformation of Eastern European countries gave rise to a bitter repudiation of liberalism itself,
not only there but also back in the heartland of the West. In this brilliant work of political
psychology, Ivan Krastev and Stephen Holmes argue that the supposed end of history turned out to
be only the beginning of an Age of Imitation. Reckoning with the history of the last thirty years, they
show that the most powerful force behind the wave of populist xenophobia that began in Eastern
Europe stems from resentment at the post-1989 imperative to become Westernized. Through this
prism, the Trump revolution represents an ironic fulfillment of the promise that the nations exiting
from communist rule would come to resemble the United States. In a strange twist, Trump has
elevated Putin's Russia and Orbán's Hungary into models for the United States. Written by two
pre-eminent intellectuals bridging the East/West divide, The Light that Failed is a landmark book
that sheds light on the extraordinary history of our Age of Imitation.
  uninhabitable earth: Here on Earth Tim Flannery, 2011-03-03 Everyone's invited Tim
Flannery is here to offer us a change of perspective. And he is here to inspire us. He invites us to
consider again our place on earth, what it really means to be alive. Here on Earth is a revolutionary
dual biography of the planet and of our species. Flannery reimagines the history of earth, from its
earliest origins as a chaotic ball of elemental gases to the teeming landscape we currently call home.
It is a remarkable story. How did life first emerge here? What forces have shaped it? Why did
humans come to dominate? And when did we start to have an impact? More importantly, how has
this changed us as a species? The awesome hand of nature has never been better portrayed than in
this book. Nor, remarkably, the transformative power of ideas. From the most intense competition
for survival, cooperation has emerged. The challenge we now face is to sustain our fragile hold on
life. Our fate is in our own hands. But first we have to realise who we are.
  uninhabitable earth: Another Now Yanis Varoufakis, 2020-09-10 'I could not recommend this
more. If you're looking for a sense of optimism, a sense of political possibility, this book is very
important' Owen Jones What would a fair and equal society actually look like? Imagine a world with
no banks. No stock market. No tech giants. No billionaires. In Another Now world-famous economist,
Yanis Varoufakis, shows us what such a world would look like. Far from being a fantasy, he
describes how it could have come about - and might yet. But would we really want it? Varoufakis's
boundary-breaking new book confounds expectations of what the good society would look like and
confronts us with the greatest question: are we able to build a better society, despite our flaws. 'A
vision of a new society with new ways of thinking is possibly the most important thing an artist can
offer at the moment' Brian Eno
  uninhabitable earth: Aquanomics Randy Simmons, 2017-07-28 Water is becoming
increasingly scarce. If recent usage trends continue, shortages are inevitable. Aquanomics discusses
some of the instruments and policies that may be implemented to postpone, or even avoid, the onset
of water crises. These policies include establishing secure and transferable private water rights and
extending these rights to uses that traditionally have not been allowed, including altering in-stream
flows and ecosystem functions. The editors argue that such policies will help maximize water
quantity and quality as water becomes scarcer and more valuable. Aquanomics contains many
examples of how this is being accomplished, particularly in the formation of water markets and
market-like exchanges of water rights.Many observers see calamity ahead unless water supplies are



harnessed and effectively conserved, and unless water quality can be improved. It is also clear that
declining water quality is a serious problem in much of the world, as increasing human activities
induce high levels of water degradation. Those who voice these concerns, argue the contributors to
this volume, fail to consider the forces for improvement inherent in market political-economic
systems that can address water issues. The contributors see water quality in economically advanced
countries as improving, and they believe this establishes the validity of market-based approaches.
  uninhabitable earth: Six Degrees: Our Future on a Hotter Planet Mark Lynas, 2009-04-03 An
eye-opening and vital account of the future of our earth and our civilisation if current rates of global
warming persist, by the highly acclaimed author of ‘High Tide’.
  uninhabitable earth: Arts of Living on a Damaged Planet Anna Lowenhaupt Tsing, Nils
Bubandt, Elaine Gan, Heather Anne Swanson, 2017-05-30 Living on a damaged planet challenges
who we are and where we live. This timely anthology calls on twenty eminent humanists and
scientists to revitalize curiosity, observation, and transdisciplinary conversation about life on earth.
As human-induced environmental change threatens multispecies livability, Arts of Living on a
Damaged Planet puts forward a bold proposal: entangled histories, situated narratives, and thick
descriptions offer urgent “arts of living.” Included are essays by scholars in anthropology, ecology,
science studies, art, literature, and bioinformatics who posit critical and creative tools for
collaborative survival in a more-than-human Anthropocene. The essays are organized around two
key figures that also serve as the publication’s two openings: Ghosts, or landscapes haunted by the
violences of modernity; and Monsters, or interspecies and intraspecies sociality. Ghosts and
Monsters are tentacular, windy, and arboreal arts that invite readers to encounter ants, lichen,
rocks, electrons, flying foxes, salmon, chestnut trees, mud volcanoes, border zones, graves,
radioactive waste—in short, the wonders and terrors of an unintended epoch. Contributors: Karen
Barad, U of California, Santa Cruz; Kate Brown, U of Maryland, Baltimore; Carla Freccero, U of
California, Santa Cruz; Peter Funch, Aarhus U; Scott F. Gilbert, Swarthmore College; Deborah M.
Gordon, Stanford U; Donna J. Haraway, U of California, Santa Cruz; Andreas Hejnol, U of Bergen,
Norway; Ursula K. Le Guin; Marianne Elisabeth Lien, U of Oslo; Andrew Mathews, U of California,
Santa Cruz; Margaret McFall-Ngai, U of Hawaii, Manoa; Ingrid M. Parker, U of California, Santa
Cruz; Mary Louise Pratt, NYU; Anne Pringle, U of Wisconsin, Madison; Deborah Bird Rose, U of New
South Wales, Sydney; Dorion Sagan; Lesley Stern, U of California, San Diego; Jens-Christian
Svenning, Aarhus U.
  uninhabitable earth: The Dawn of Eurasia Bruno Maçães, 2018-01-25 In this original and
timely book, Bruno Maçães argues that the best word for the emerging global order is 'Eurasian',
and shows why we need to begin thinking on a super-continental scale. While China and Russia have
been quicker to recognise the increasing strategic significance of Eurasia, even Europeans are
realizing that their political project is intimately linked to the rest of the supercontinent - and as
Maçães shows, they will be stronger for it. Weaving together history, diplomacy and vivid reports
from his six-month overland journey across Eurasia from Baku to Samarkand, Vladivostock to
Beijing, Maçães provides a fascinating portrait of this shifting geopolitical landscape. As he
demonstrates, we can already see the coming Eurasianism in China's bold infrastructure project
reopening the historic Silk Road, in the success of cities like Hong Kong and Singapore, in Turkey's
increasing global role and in the fact that, revealingly, the United States is redefining its place as
between Europe and Asia. An insightful and clarifying book for our turbulent times, The Dawn of
Eurasia argues that the artificial separation of the world's largest island cannot hold, and the sooner
we realise it, the better.
  uninhabitable earth: This Civilisation is Finished Rupert Read, Samuel Alexander,
2019-03-31 Industrial civilisation has no future. It requires limitless economic growth on a finite
planet. The reckless combustion of fossil fuels means that Earth's climate is changing disastrously,
in ways that cannot be resolved by piecemeal reform or technological innovation. Sooner rather than
later this global capitalist system will come to an end, destroyed by its own ecological
contradictions. Unless humanity does something beautiful and unprecedented, the ending of



industrial civilisation will take the form of collapse, which could mean a harrowing die-off of billions
of people. This book is for those ready to accept the full gravity of the human predicament - and to
consider what in the world is to be done. How can humanity mindfully navigate the inevitable
descent ahead? Two critical thinkers here remove the rose-tinted glasses of much social and
environmental commentary. With unremitting realism and yet defiant positivity, they engage each
other in uncomfortable conversations about the end of Empire and what lies beyond.
  uninhabitable earth: Why Does Earth Have Seasons? Marne Ventura, 2016-08 Explains how
the movement of Earth causes the changes in the seasons.
  uninhabitable earth: Half-Earth: Our Planet's Fight for Life Edward O. Wilson, 2016-03-07
An audacious and concrete proposal…Half-Earth completes the 86-year-old Wilson’s valedictory
trilogy on the human animal and our place on the planet. —Jedediah Purdy, New Republic In his
most urgent book to date, Pulitzer Prize–winning author and world-renowned biologist Edward O.
Wilson states that in order to stave off the mass extinction of species, including our own, we must
move swiftly to preserve the biodiversity of our planet. In this visionary blueprint for saving the
planet (Stephen Greenblatt), Half-Earth argues that the situation facing us is too large to be solved
piecemeal and proposes a solution commensurate with the magnitude of the problem: dedicate fully
half the surface of the Earth to nature. Identifying actual regions of the planet that can still be
reclaimed—such as the California redwood forest, the Amazon River basin, and grasslands of the
Serengeti, among others—Wilson puts aside the prevailing pessimism of our times and speaks with a
humane eloquence which calls to us all (Oliver Sacks).
  uninhabitable earth: The Omnivore's Dilemma Michael Pollan, 2007-08-28 Outstanding . . . a
wide-ranging invitation to think through the moral ramifications of our eating habits. —The New
Yorker One of the New York Times Book Review's Ten Best Books of the Year and Winner of the
James Beard Award Author of This is Your Mind on Plants, How to Change Your Mind and the #1
New York Times Bestseller In Defense of Food and Food Rules What should we have for dinner? Ten
years ago, Michael Pollan confronted us with this seemingly simple question and, with The
Omnivore’s Dilemma, his brilliant and eye-opening exploration of our food choices, demonstrated
that how we answer it today may determine not only our health but our survival as a species. In the
years since, Pollan’s revolutionary examination has changed the way Americans think about food.
Bringing wide attention to the little-known but vitally important dimensions of food and agriculture
in America, Pollan launched a national conversation about what we eat and the profound
consequences that even the simplest everyday food choices have on both ourselves and the natural
world. Ten years later, The Omnivore’s Dilemma continues to transform the way Americans think
about the politics, perils, and pleasures of eating.
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