transmission of culture in sociology

transmission of culture in sociology is a fundamental concept that examines how beliefs, values, customs,
and practices are passed from one generation to another within a society. Understanding the transmission of
culture in sociology is essential for analyzing how societies maintain continuity, adapt to change, and foster
social cohesion. This article explores the various mechanisms, agents, and channels involved in cultural
transmission, delves into the role of language, family, education, and media, and discusses the factors that
influence the process. Readers will gain insights into the significance of cultural transmission for
socialization, identity formation, and societal development. The article also highlights the impact of
globalization and modernization on the transmission of culture, providing a comprehensive overview of
this crucial sociological phenomenon. Continue reading to discover the intricate ways in which culture is

inherited, shared, and transformed across generations.
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Understanding the Transmission of Culture in Sociology

The transmission of culture in sociology refers to the process by which cultural elements—such as norms,
values, beliefs, customs, symbols, and knowledge—are communicated and shared among individuals and
groups within a society. This process ensures that each new generation acquires the cultural framework
needed to function effectively as members of their community. Sociologists study cultural transmission to
understand how societies maintain stability, adapt to change, and foster a sense of identity among their

members. The concept encompasses both the preservation of traditional practices and the incorporation of



new cultural elements, highlighting the dynamic nature of culture itself.

Main Mechanisms of Cultural Transmission

Cultural transmission occurs through multiple mechanisms that facilitate the spread and reinforcement of
cultural traits and behaviors within a society. These mechanisms determine how effectively cultural
knowledge is shared and retained across generations. Understanding these mechanisms is crucial for

comprehending the persistence and evolution of cultural patterns.

Direct and Indirect Transmission

Direct transmission of culture involves face-to-face interactions where cultural knowledge is explicitly
taught or modeled. This can include storytelling, rituals, ceremonies, and imitation. Indirect transmission
occurs through observation, participation, and exposure to cultural artifacts such as books, art, and media,

where individuals absorb cultural meanings without explicit instruction.

Formal and Informal Transmission

Formal transmission takes place in structured settings such as schools, religious institutions, and organized
community events. Here, cultural norms and values are systematically taught. Informal transmission
happens through everyday social interactions, peer influence, family gatherings, and daily routines, often

without conscious effort.

Imitation of role models

Observational learning

Storytelling and oral traditions

Participation in rituals and ceremonies

Media and technology exposure



Key Agents of Cultural Transmission

The transmission of culture in sociology relies on various agents that play pivotal roles in shaping and
perpetuating cultural norms and values. These agents act as conduits through which individuals absorb and

internalize the cultural blueprint of their society.

Family as a Primary Agent

The family is widely regarded as the most significant agent of cultural transmission. It is within the family
setting that children first learn language, social norms, customs, traditions, and moral values. Family

members serve as role models, reinforcing behaviors and beliefs through both instruction and example.

Peers and Peer Groups

Peer groups are essential for the transmission of culture during adolescence and young adulthood.
Individuals are influenced by their friends and social circles, adopting attitudes, fashion, language, and
behaviors that align with group norms. Peer influence can sometimes challenge or reinforce values learned

within the family.

Educational Institutions

Schools, colleges, and universities play a formal role in transmitting cultural knowledge, national history,
civic responsibilities, and social skills. Educational settings also expose individuals to diverse cultural

perspectives, promoting tolerance and social integration.

Media and Technology

Mass media, including television, radio, internet, and social media platforms, have become powerful agents
of cultural transmission. Media shapes public opinion, disseminates cultural symbols, trends, and

information, and connects individuals to global cultural flows.



The Role of Language in Cultural Transmission

Language is the primary vehicle for the transmission of culture in sociology. It enables the communication
of ideas, beliefs, customs, and values across generations. Through language, individuals learn societal rules,
participate in shared rituals, and express their cultural identity. Linguistic symbols and narratives preserve
collective memory and allow for the continuity of cultural traditions. The evolution of language also

reflects cultural adaptation and the incorporation of new influences.

Influence of Family, Education, and Media

The family, education system, and media each exert unique influences on the transmission of culture in

sociology, shaping individual worldviews and collective consciousness.

Family Influence

Families transmit religious beliefs, dietary habits, manners, and gender roles. Parental guidance and

intergenerational storytelling reinforce cultural continuity and adaptation.

Educational Influence

Schools transmit formal knowledge, civic values, and national identity. Curricula and extracurricular

activities provide exposure to cultural diversity and foster critical thinking about social norms and values.

Media Influence

Media introduces individuals to global cultures, trends, and ideologies. It can reinforce or challenge

traditional cultural values, influence public debate, and shape perceptions of identity and community.

Factors Affecting the Transmission of Culture

The effectiveness of cultural transmission in sociology is shaped by several interrelated factors. These factors

can either facilitate or hinder the process of passing culture from one generation to the next.



1. Socialization processes and intensity

2. Socioeconomic status of families

3. Level of education and literacy

4. Exposure to diverse cultures and ideas
5. Technological advancements

6. Political and legal frameworks

7. Religious beliefs and institutions

Changes in any of these factors can lead to shifts in cultural transmission, resulting in cultural continuity,

transformation, or even cultural loss.

Impact of Globalization and Modernization

Globalization and modernization significantly affect the transmission of culture in sociology. Increased
connectivity, migration, and technological innovation have facilitated the exchange of cultural elements
across borders. As a result, traditional cultures may be influenced by global trends, leading to hybridization
or the adoption of new cultural practices. While globalization can enrich cultural diversity, it can also pose

challenges to preserving local customs and identities.

Importance of Cultural Transmission in Society

The transmission of culture in sociology is vital for socialization, identity formation, and societal
development. It enables societies to maintain order, integrate individuals into the community, and foster a
shared sense of belonging. Effective cultural transmission supports the continuity of traditions, the
development of social cohesion, and the capacity for adaptation in a changing world. Understanding this
process allows sociologists, educators, and policymakers to promote cultural resilience and inclusivity within

diverse societies.



Questions and Answers about Transmission of Culture in

Sociology

Q What is the transmission of culture in sociology?

A: The transmission of culture in sociology refers to the process by which cultural beliefs, values, customs,
and practices are passed from one generation or group to another, enabling the continuity and adaptation of

culture within a society.

Q What are the main agents of cultural transmission?

A: The main agents of cultural transmission include the family, peer groups, educational institutions, and

mass media. Each plays a distinct role in shaping and transmitting cultural norms and values.

Q How does language facilitate the transmission of culture?

A: Language acts as the primary medium for conveying cultural knowledge, stories, beliefs, and traditions.

It enables individuals to communicate, learn, and perpetuate cultural practices and collective memory.

Q: What are the differences between formal and informal cultural
transmission?

A: Formal cultural transmission occurs in structured settings like schools and religious institutions, while

informal transmission happens through everyday social interactions, family traditions, and peer influence.

Q How does globalization impact the transmission of culture?

A: Globalization increases cultural exchange and exposure to diverse ideas, leading to cultural hybridization,

adaptation, and sometimes the erosion of traditional practices or identities.

Q Why is the transmission of culture important for society?

A: Cultural transmission is essential for maintaining social order, fostering a sense of identity and belonging,

preserving traditions, and supporting societal development and cohesion.



Q: What factors can hinder the effective transmission of culture?

A: Factors such as technological changes, socioeconomic disparities, declining family influence, loss of

language, and weakened educational systems can hinder cultural transmission.

Q: How do educational institutions contribute to cultural transmission?

A: Educational institutions formally teach cultural knowledge, history, social skills, and values, and expose

students to diverse cultural perspectives, promoting integration and tolerance.

Q What role does media play in cultural transmission?

A: Media disseminates cultural symbols, trends, and information, influencing public opinion and connecting

individuals to both local and global cultures.

Q: Can cultural transmission lead to cultural change?

A: Yes, cultural transmission can introduce new ideas and practices, leading to cultural adaptation,

transformation, and the blending of different cultural elements.
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Transmission of Culture in Sociology: A Deep Dive

Introduction:

Culture - the intricate web of beliefs, values, norms, and practices that shape our lives - doesn't
simply appear. It's transmitted, passed down through generations and across societies, shaping
individuals and communities alike. This post delves into the fascinating sociological study of culture
transmission, exploring various mechanisms, theories, and the challenges involved in understanding
this complex process. We'll examine key concepts, real-world examples, and the implications for
social change and cultural preservation. Prepare to unravel the intricate threads that bind us
together through shared cultural heritage.
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H2: Mechanisms of Cultural Transmission: How Culture is Passed On

Culture isn't a static entity; it's dynamic, constantly evolving through various transmission methods.
These mechanisms, often intertwined, influence how cultural knowledge, beliefs, and practices are
perpetuated.

H3: Vertical Transmission: From Generation to Generation

This is the most basic form, encompassing the passing of culture from parents to children,
grandparents to grandchildren, and so on. This includes explicit teaching (e.g., religious doctrines,
moral codes) and implicit learning (e.g., observing parental behaviors, societal norms). Think about
family traditions, language acquisition, or the inheritance of specific skills - all examples of vertical
transmission.

H3: Horizontal Transmission: Between Peers and Contemporaries

Horizontal transmission involves the spread of culture among individuals of the same age group or
social standing. Peer influence significantly shapes behavior, fashion, slang, and even political
ideologies. Social media plays a massive role in contemporary horizontal transmission, facilitating
rapid cultural diffusion across geographical boundaries.

H3: Oblique Transmission: From Other Significant Adults

This encompasses the transmission of culture from figures outside the immediate family, such as
teachers, religious leaders, mentors, and media personalities. These individuals often exert
considerable influence, shaping attitudes, beliefs, and aspirations. The impact of education systems,
mass media, and influential public figures exemplify oblique transmission.

H2: Theories of Cultural Transmission: Understanding the "How" and "Why"
Sociological theories offer frameworks for understanding why and how culture is transmitted.

H3: Social Learning Theory: This theory posits that individuals learn through observation, imitation,
and reinforcement. Observing others' behaviors, particularly those rewarded positively, leads to the
adoption of those behaviors and cultural norms. Bandura's Bobo doll experiment famously illustrated
this principle.

H3: Symbolic Interactionism: This perspective emphasizes the role of symbols and shared meanings
in shaping social interaction and cultural transmission. Language, gestures, and rituals
communicate cultural values and beliefs, creating shared understanding and maintaining social
cohesion.

H3: Diffusion of Innovations: This theory focuses on the spread of new ideas and practices within a
population. Factors such as the innovation's relative advantage, compatibility with existing norms,
complexity, and observability influence its adoption rate. The rapid spread of technological
innovations serves as a prime example.

H2: Challenges in Cultural Transmission: The Dynamics of Change

The transmission of culture is not a seamless process. Various factors can influence its efficacy and
create challenges.



H3: Cultural Hybridization: The blending of different cultures often leads to the creation of new
cultural forms. While enriching, it can also lead to the erosion of traditional practices and values if
not managed carefully.

H3: Cultural Loss: Globalization, migration, and societal shifts can lead to the loss of traditional
languages, customs, and knowledge. This necessitates efforts towards cultural preservation and
revitalization.

H3: Intergenerational Conflict: Differing values and perspectives between generations can create
tension, impacting the effectiveness of cultural transmission. The clash between traditional and
modern values is a recurring theme in this context.

H2: Implications for Social Change and Cultural Preservation:

Understanding cultural transmission is crucial for addressing societal challenges and preserving
cultural heritage. Effective strategies for cultural transmission can promote social cohesion, reduce
conflict, and ensure the continuation of valuable traditions. Conversely, disruptions in cultural
transmission can destabilize communities and lead to a loss of cultural diversity.

Conclusion:

The transmission of culture is a fundamental sociological process shaping our individual identities
and collective experiences. By examining the mechanisms, theories, and challenges involved, we
gain a deeper appreciation for the dynamic nature of culture and its impact on society.
Understanding these dynamics is paramount for fostering social harmony, promoting cultural
preservation, and navigating the complexities of a globalized world.

FAQs:

1. What role does technology play in modern cultural transmission? Technology significantly
accelerates cultural transmission through social media, online platforms, and global communication
networks. However, it also presents challenges, including the spread of misinformation and the
erosion of traditional forms of communication.

2. How does cultural transmission impact social inequality? Unequal access to resources and
opportunities can influence the transmission of culture, leading to disparities in knowledge, skills,
and social mobility. This highlights the need for equitable access to education and cultural
experiences.

3. What are some strategies for preserving endangered cultures? Cultural preservation efforts
include documentation of traditional practices, language revitalization programs, community-based
initiatives, and the promotion of cultural tourism.

4. How does globalization influence cultural transmission? Globalization facilitates the rapid spread
of cultural elements across borders, leading to both cultural exchange and the potential

homogenization of cultures.

5. Can cultural transmission be manipulated for political purposes? Yes, propaganda, censorship,



and control of information can be used to manipulate cultural transmission for political gains,
influencing public opinion and shaping social norms.

transmission of culture in sociology: Cultural Transmission Ute Schonpflug, 2008-11-10
Cultural Transmission covers psychological, developmental, social, and methodological research on
how cultural information is socially transmitted from one generation to the next within families.
Studying processes of cultural transmission may help analyze the continuity or change of cultures,
including those that have to cope with migration or the collapse of a political system. An
evolutionary perspective is elaborated in the first part of the book; the second takes a cross-cultural
perspective by presenting international research on development and intergenerational relations in
the family; the third provides intra-cultural analyses of mechanisms and methodological aspects of
cultural transmission. Made up of contributions by experts in the field, this source book is intended
for anyone with interests in cultural issues - especially researchers and teachers in disciplines such
as psychology, social and behavioral sciences, and education - and for applied professionals in
culture management and family counseling, as well as professionals dealing with migrants.

transmission of culture in sociology: Cultural Transmission and Evolution (MPB-16),
Volume 16 L L Cavalli-sforza, Marcus Feldman, 2020-03-31 A number of scholars have found that
concepts such as mutation, selection, and random drift, which emerged from the theory of biological
evolution, may also explain evolutionary phenomena in other disciplines as well. Drawing on these
concepts, Professors Cavalli-Sforza and Feldman classify and systematize the various modes of
transmitting culture and explore their consequences for cultural evolution. In the process, they
develop a mathematical theory of the non-genetic transmission of cultural traits that provides a
framework for future investigations in quantitative social and anthropological science. The authors
use quantitative models that incorporate the various modes of transmission (for example,
parent-child, peer-peer, and teacher-student), and evaluate data from sociology, archaeology, and
epidemiology in terms of the models. They show that the various modes of transmission in
conjunction with cultural and natural selection produce various rates of cultural evolution and
various degrees of diversity within and between groups. The same framework can be used for
explaining phenomena as apparently unrelated as linguistics, epidemics, social values and customs,
and diffusion of innovations. The authors conclude that cultural transmission is an essential factor in
the study of cultural change.

transmission of culture in sociology: The Origin and Evolution of Cultures Robert Boyd,
Peter J. Richerson, 2005-01-20 Oxford presents, in one convenient and coherently organized volume,
20 influential but until now relatively inaccessible articles that form the backbone of Boyd and
Richerson's path-breaking work on evolution and culture. Their interdisciplinary research is based
on two notions. First, that culture is crucial for understanding human behavior; unlike other
organisms, socially transmitted beliefs, attitudes, and values heavily influence our behavior.
Secondly, culture is part of biology: the capacity to acquire and transmit culture is a derived
component of human psychology, and the contents of culture are deeply intertwined with our
biology. Culture then is a pool of information, stored in the brains of the population that gets
transmitted from one brain to another by social learning processes. Therefore, culture can account
for both our outstanding ecological success as well as the maladaptations that characterize much of
human behavior. The interest in this collection will span anthropology, psychology, economics,
philosophy, and political science.

transmission of culture in sociology: The Formation and Transmission of Western Legal
Culture Serge Dauchy, Georges Martyn, Anthony Musson, Heikki Pihlajamaki, Alain Wijffels,
2016-12-01 This volume surveys 150 law books of fundamental importance in the history of Western
legal literature and culture. The entries are organized in three sections: the first dealing with the
transitional period of fifteenth-century editions of medieval authorities, the second spanning the
early modern period from the sixteenth to the eighteenth century, and the third focusing on the



nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The contributors are scholars from all over the world. Each ‘old
book’ is analyzed by a recognized specialist in the specific field of interest. Individual entries give a
short biography of the author and discuss the significance of the works in the time and setting of
their publication, and in their broader influence on the development of law worldwide. Introductory
essays explore the development of Western legal traditions, especially the influence of the English
common law, and of Roman and canon law on legal writers, and the borrowings and interaction
between them. The book goes beyond the study of institutions and traditions of individual countries
to chart a broader perspective on the transmission of legal concepts across legal, political, and
geographical boundaries. Examining the branches of this genealogical tree of books makes clear
their pervasive influence on modern legal systems, including attempts at rationalizing custom or
creating new hybrid systems by transplanting Western legal concepts into other jurisdictions.
transmission of culture in sociology: Culture and the Evolutionary Process Robert Boyd,
Peter J. Richerson, 1988-06-15 How do biological, psychological, sociological, and cultural factors
combine to change societies over the long run? Boyd and Richerson explore how genetic and
cultural factors interact, under the influence of evolutionary forces, to produce the diversity we see
in human cultures. Using methods developed by population biologists, they propose a theory of
cultural evolution that is an original and fair-minded alternative to the sociobiology debate.
transmission of culture in sociology: Introduction to Sociology 2e Nathan ]. Keirns, Heather
Griffiths, Eric Strayer, Susan Cody-Rydzewski, Gail Scaramuzzo, Sally Vyain, Tommy Sadler, Jeff D.
Bry, Faye Jones, 2015-03-17 This text is intended for a one-semester introductory course.--Page 1.
transmission of culture in sociology: 21st Century Criminology: A Reference Handbook
J. Mitchell Miller, 2009-08-06 Criminology has experienced tremendous growth over the last few
decades, evident, in part, by the widespread popularity and increased enrollment in criminology and
criminal justice departments at the undergraduate and graduate levels across the U.S. and
internationally. Evolutionary paradigmatic shift has accompanied this surge in definitional,
disciplinary and pragmatic terms. Though long identified as a leading sociological specialty area,
criminology has emerged as a stand-alone discipline in its own right, one that continues to grow and
is clearly here to stay. Criminology, today, remains inherently theoretical but is also far more applied
in focus and thus more connected to the academic and practitioner concerns of criminal justice and
related professional service fields. Contemporary criminology is also increasingly interdisciplinary
and thus features a broad variety of ideological orientations to and perspectives on the causes,
effects and responses to crime. 21st Century Criminology: A Reference Handbook provides
straightforward and definitive overviews of 100 key topics comprising traditional criminology and its
modern outgrowths. The individual chapters have been designed to serve as a first-look reference
source for most criminological inquires. Both connected to the sociological origins of criminology
(i.e., theory and research methods) and the justice systems’ response to crime and related social
problems, as well as coverage of major crime types, this two-volume set offers a comprehensive
overview of the current state of criminology. From student term papers and masters theses to
researchers commencing literature reviews, 21st Century Criminology is a ready source from which
to quickly access authoritative knowledge on a range of key issues and topics central to
contemporary criminology. This two-volume set in the SAGE 21st Century Reference Series is
intended to provide undergraduate majors with an authoritative reference source that will serve
their research needs with more detailed information than encyclopedia entries but not so much
jargon, detail, or density as a journal article or research handbook chapter. 100 entries or
mini-chapters highlight the most important topics, issues, questions, and debates any student
obtaining a degree in this field ought to have mastered for effectiveness in the 21st century.
Curricular-driven, chapters provide students with initial footholds on topics of interest in
researching term papers, in preparing for GREs, in consulting to determine directions to take in
pursuing a senior thesis, graduate degree, career, etc. Comprehensive in coverage, major sections
include The Discipline of Criminology, Correlates of Crime, Theories of Crime & Justice,
Measurement & Research, Types of Crime, and Crime & the Justice System. The contributor group




is comprised of well-known figures and emerging young scholars who provide authoritative
overviews coupled with insightful discussion that will quickly familiarize researchers, students, and
general readers alike with fundamental and detailed information for each topic. Uniform chapter
structure makes it easy for students to locate key information, with most chapters following a format
of Introduction, Theory, Methods, Applications, Comparison, Future Directions, Summary,
Bibliography & Suggestions for Further Reading, and Cross References. Availability in print and
electronic formats provides students with convenient, easy access wherever they may be.

transmission of culture in sociology: Encyclopedia of Child Behavior and Development Sam
Goldstein, Jack A. Naglieri, 2010-11-23 This reference work breaks new ground as an electronic
resource. Utterly comprehensive, it serves as a repository of knowledge in the field as well as a
frequently updated conduit of new material long before it finds its way into standard textbooks.

transmission of culture in sociology: Understanding Cultural Traits Fabrizio Panebianco,
Emanuele Serrelli, 2016-02-26 This volume constitutes a first step towards an ever-deferred
interdisciplinary dialogue on cultural traits. It offers a way to enter a representative sample of the
intellectual diversity that surrounds this topic, and a means to stimulate innovative avenues of
research. It stimulates critical thinking and awareness in the disciplines that need to conceptualize
and study culture, cultural traits, and cultural diversity. Culture is often defined and studied with an
emphasis on cultural features. For UNESCO, “culture should be regarded as the set of distinctive
spiritual, material, intellectual and emotional features of society or a social group”. But the very
possibility of assuming the existence of cultural traits is not granted, and any serious evaluation of
the notion of “cultural trait” requires the interrogation of several disciplines from cultural
anthropology to linguistics, from psychology to sociology to musicology, and all areas of knowledge
on culture. This book presents a strong multidisciplinary perspective that can help clarify the
problems about cultural traits.

transmission of culture in sociology: Technology as Human Social Tradition Peter
Jordan, 2014-11-06 This book examines three interlocking topics that are central to all
archaeological and anthropological inquiry: the role of technology in human existence; the
reproduction of social traditions; the factors that generate cultural diversity and change. The overall
aim is to outline a new kind of approach for researching variability and transformation in human
material culture, and the main argument is that these technological traditions exhibit heritable
continuity: they consist of information stored in human brains and then passed onto others through
social learning. Technological traditions can therefore be understood as manifestations of a complex
transmission system, and applying this new perspective to human material culture builds on, but
also largely transcends, much of the earlier work conducted by archaeologists and anthropologists
into the significance, function and social meanings associated with tools, objects and vernacular
architecture--

transmission of culture in sociology: How Traditions Live and Die Olivier Morin, 2016 Of
all the things we do and say, most will never be repeated or reproduced. Once in a while, however,
an idea or a practice generates a chain of transmission that covers more distance through space and
time than any individual person ever could. What makes such transmission chains possible? For two
centuries, the dominant view (from psychology to anthropology) was that humans owe their cultural
prosperity to their powers of imitation. In this view, modern cultures exist because the people who
carry them are gifted at remembering, storing and reproducing information. How Traditions Live
and Die proposes an alternative to this standard view. What makes traditions live is not a
general-purpose imitation capacity. Cultural transmission is partial, selective, often unfaithful. Some
traditions live on in spite of this, because they tap into widespread and basic cognitive preferences.
These attractive traditions spread, not by being better retained or more accurately transferred, but
because they are transmitted over and over. This theory is used to shed light on various puzzles of
cultural change (from the distribution of bird songs to the staying power of children's rhymes) and to
explain the special relation that links the human species to its cultures. Morin combines recent work
in cognitive anthropology with new advances in quantitative cultural history, to map and predict the



diffusion of traditions. This book is both an introduction and an accessible alternative to
contemporary theories of cultural evolution.

transmission of culture in sociology: Cultural Software ]J. M. Balkin, 1998-01-01 In this
book J. M. Balkin offers a strikingly original theory of cultural evolution, a theory that explains
shared understandings, disagreement, and diversity within cultures. Drawing on many fields of
study--including anthropology, evolutionary theory, cognitive science, linguistics, sociology, political
theory, philosophy, social psychology, and law--the author explores how cultures grow and spread,
how shared understandings arise, and how people of different cultures can understand and evaluate
each other's views. Cultural evolution occurs through the transmission of cultural information and
know-how--cultural software--in human minds, Balkin says. Individuals embody cultural software and
spread it to others through communication and social learning. Ideology, the author contends, is
neither a special nor a pathological form of thought but an ordinary product of the evolution of
cultural software. Because cultural understanding is a patchwork of older imperfect tools that are
continually adapted to solve new problems, human understanding is partly adequate and partly
inadequate to the pursuit of justice. Balkin presents numerous examples that illuminate the sources
of ideological effects and their contributions to injustice. He also enters the current debate over
multiculturalism, applying his theory to problems of mutual understanding between people who hold
different worldviews. He argues that cultural understanding presupposes transcendent ideals and
shows how both ideological analysis of others and ideological self-criticism are possible.

transmission of culture in sociology: Pattern and Process in Cultural Evolution Stephen
Shennan, 2009 This volume offers an integrative approach to the application of evolutionary theory
in studies of cultural transmission and social evolution and reveals the enormous range of ways in
which Darwinian ideas can lead to productive empirical research, the touchstone of any worthwhile
theoretical perspective. While many recent works on cultural evolution adopt a specific theoretical
framework, such as dual inheritance theory or human behavioral ecology, Pattern and Process in
Cultural Evolution emphasizes empirical analysis and includes authors who employ a range of
backgrounds and methods to address aspects of culture from an evolutionary perspective. Editor
Stephen Shennan has assembled archaeologists, evolutionary theorists, and ethnographers, whose
essays cover a broad range of time periods, localities, cultural groups, and artifacts.

transmission of culture in sociology: Cultural Translation of Management Philosophy in
Asian Companies Izumi Mitsui, 2019-11-30 This book discusses management philosophy based on
case studies in companies in Japan, Korea and China. In an era of increasing globalization and the
internet society, it is time for companies to re-examine their mission and existence. Repeated
corporate scandals and global environmental issues have revealed the need for CSR (corporate
social responsibility) and business ethics. At the same time, cross-cultural conflicts in the workplace
highlight the necessity for management to integrate multiple values. In other words, the importance
of value in a company has to be reconsidered. This timely book re-evaluates the issue of
management philosophy in the context of the global society. It approaches the issue of management
philosophy from the perspective of keiei-jinruigaku, the anthropology of business administration,
presenting interdisciplinary research consisting of fields such as management studies, anthropology,
religious studies and sociology. By focusing on the phenomena of transmission of management
philosophy to other areas by cultural translation, the book reveals the dynamic process of the global
transmission of management philosophy.

transmission of culture in sociology: The Nurture Versus Biosocial Debate in
Criminology Kevin M. Beaver, ]J.C. Barnes, Brian B. Boutwell, 2014-01-31 The Nurture Versus
Biosocial Debate in Criminology: On the Origins of Criminal Behavior and Criminality takes a
contemporary approach to address the sociological and the biological positions of human behavior
by allowing preeminent scholars in criminology to speak to the effects of each on a range of topics.
Kevin M. Beaver, J.C. Barnes, and Brian B. Boutwell aim to facilitate an open and honest debate
between the more traditional criminologists who focus primarily on environmental factors and
contemporary biosocial criminologists who examine the interplay between biology/genetics and



environmental factors.

transmission of culture in sociology: Chimpanzee Cultures Richard W. Wrangham, 1996
Compares and contrasts the ecology, social relations, and cognition of chimpanzees, bonobos, and
occasionally, gorillas.

transmission of culture in sociology: Individual-based Models of Cultural Evolution Alberto
Acerbi, Alex Mesoudi, Marco Smolla, 2022 Individual-Based Models of Cultural Evolution shows
readers how to create individual-based models of cultural evolution using the programming
language R. The field of cultural evolution has emerged in the last few decades as a thriving,
interdisciplinary effort to understand cultural change and cultural diversity within an evolutionary
framework and using evolutionary tools, concepts, and methods. Given its roots in evolutionary
biology, much of cultural evolution is grounded in, or inspired by, formal models. Yet many
researchers interested in cultural evolution come from backgrounds that lack training in formal
modelling, such as psychology, anthropology or archaeology. This book addresses that gap. It
provides example code in R for readers to run their own models, moving from very simple models of
the basic processes of cultural evolution, such as biased transmission and cultural mutation, to more
advanced topics such as the evolution of social learning, demographic effects, and social network
analysis. Features of this book: Recreates existing models in the literature to show how these were
created and to enable readers to have a better understanding of their significance and how to apply
them to their own research questions Provides full R code to realize models and analyse and plot
outputs, with line-by-line analysis Requires no previous knowledge of the field of cultural evolution,
and only very basic programming knowledge This is an essential resource for researchers and
students interested in cultural evolution, including disciplines such as psychology, anthropology,
archaeology, and biology as well as sociology and digital humanities.

transmission of culture in sociology: Routledge Handbook of Cultural Sociology Laura
Grindstaff, Ming-Cheng M. Lo, John R. Hall, 2018-11-01 The thoroughly revised and updated second
edition of the Routledge Handbook of Cultural Sociology provides an unparalleled overview of
sociological and related scholarship on the complex relations of culture to social structures and
everyday life. With 70 essays written by scholars from around the world, the book brings diverse
approaches into dialogue, charting new pathways for understanding culture in our global era. Short,
accessible chapters by contributing authors address classic questions, emergent issues, and new
scholarship on topics ranging from cultural and social theory to politics and the state, social
stratification, identity, community, aesthetics, and social and cultural movements. In addition,
contributors explore developments central to the constitution and reproduction of culture, such as
power, technology, and the organization of work. This handbook is essential reading for
undergraduate and postgraduate students interested in a wide range of subfields within sociology,
as well as cultural studies, media and communication, and postcolonial theory.

transmission of culture in sociology: Co-opting Culture Garrick B. Harden, Robert Carley,
2009-06-16 Co-opting Culture: Culture and Power in Sociology and Cultural Studies represents a
collection of new scholarship on culture from the social sciences and from work done under the
rubric of 'cultural studies'. Working from the idea that Sociology and Cultural Studies have
developed distinct and valuable toolkits for understanding culture, the editors have brought together
a collection of essays that address the ways in which the cultures around race, sex, and gender are
mediated through or intersect with politics, society, and economy. Some essays deal directly with
the theoretical nature of this mediation, while others adopt these theoretical approaches to
investigate specific cultural objects or communities. In doing so, these essays call attention to the
particularities of form that constitute a kind of cultural logic around the objects under consideration.

transmission of culture in sociology: The Oxford Handbook of the Archaeology and
Anthropology of Hunter-Gatherers Vicki Cummings, Peter Jordan, Marek Zvelebil, 2014-04-24
For more than a century, the study of hunting and gathering societies has been central to the
development of both archaeology and anthropology as academic disciplines, and has also generated
widespread public interest and debate. The Oxford Handbook of the Archaeology and Anthropology



of Hunter-Gatherers provides a comprehensive review of hunter-gatherer studies to date, including
critical engagements with older debates, new theoretical perspectives, and renewed obligations for
greater engagement between researchers and indigenous communities. Chapters provide in-depth
archaeological, historical, and anthropological case-studies, and examine far-reaching questions
about human social relations, attitudes to technology, ecology, and management of resources and
the environment, as well as issues of diet, health, and gender relations - all central topics in
hunter-gatherer research, but also themes that have great relevance for modern global society and
its future challenges. The Handbook also provides a strategic vision for how the integration of new
methods, approaches, and study regions can ensure that future research into the archaeology and
anthropology of hunter-gatherers will continue to deliver penetrating insights into the factors that
underlie all human diversity.

transmission of culture in sociology: The Blackwell Companion to the Sociology of
Culture Mark D. Jacobs, Nancy Weiss Hanrahan, 2016-09-26 This collection of original,
state-of-the-art essays by prominent international scholars covers the most important issues
comprising the sociology of culture. Provides an invaluable reference resource to all interested in
the cultural structures and processes that animate contemporary life Contains 27 essays on the most
important issues comprising the sociology of culture, including art, science, religions, race, class,
gender, collective memory, institutions, and citizenship Reflects and analyzes the “cultural turn”
that has transformed scholarship in the social sciences and humanities.

transmission of culture in sociology: Handbook of Cultural Sociology Laura Grindstaff, John
R. Hall, Ming-Cheng M. Lo, 2010-09-13 Pt. 1. Sociological programs of cultural analysis -- pt. 2.
Theories and methodologies in cultural analysis -- pt. 3. Aesthetics, ethics, and cultural legitimacy --
pt. 4. Individuals and groups, identities and performances -- pt. 5. Culture and stratification -- pt. 6.
Making/using culture -- pt. 7. Cultures of work and professions -- pt. 8. Political cultures -- pt. 9.
Global cultures, global processes -- pt. 10. Cultural processes and change.

transmission of culture in sociology: Class, Culture and the Curriculum Denis Lawton, 2012
It is often argued that education is concerned with the transmission of middle-class values and that
this explains the relative educational failure of the working class. Consequently, distinctive culture
needs a different kind of education. This volume examines this claim and the wider question of
culture in British society. It analyses cultural differences from a social historical viewpoint and
considers the views of those applying the sociology of knowledge to educational problems. The
author recognizes the pervasive sub-cultural differences in British society but maintains that
education should ideally transmit knowledge which is relatively class-free. Curriculum is defined as
a selection from the culture of a society and this selection should be appropriate for all children. The
proposed solution is a common culture curriculum and the author discusses three schools which are
attempting to put the theory of such curriculum into practice. This study is an incisive analysis of the
relationships between class, education and culture and also a clear exposition of the issues and
pressures in developing a common culture curriculum.

transmission of culture in sociology: Cultures and Societies in a Changing World Wendy
Griswold, 2012-01-10 In the Fourth Edition of Cultures and Societies in a Changing World, author
Wendy Griswold illuminates how culture shapes our social world and how society shapes culture.
She helps students gain an understanding of the sociology of culture and explore stories, beliefs,
media, ideas, art, religious practices, fashions, and rituals from a sociological perspective. Cultural
examples from multiple countries and time periods will broaden students’ global understanding.
They will develop a deeper appreciation of culture and society, gleaning insights that will help them
overcome cultural misunderstandings, conflicts, and ignorance; equip them to be more effective in
their professional and personal lives, and become wise citizens of the world.

transmission of culture in sociology: Sociology James M. Henslin, 2023 Throughout this text,
the goal is to share with your students how fascinating and enlightening sociology is. Because
sociology is about social life and we live in a changing global society, this 15th edition of Sociology:
A Down-to-Earth Approach continues to reflect the national and global changes that engulf us, as




well as presents new sociological research. The down-to-earth examples, for which this text is
known, will help your students see how sociology applies to them. So will the photos, about 555 of
them, of which 228 are new. The photos are neither random nor fillers. I have either selected or
taken each of these photos, as well as written each caption. By tying the photos and their captions
directly into the text, they become part of your students' learning experience--

transmission of culture in sociology: Communication as Culture James W. Carey, 1992
Carey's seminal work joins central issues in the field and redefines them. It will force the reader to
think in new and fruitful ways about such dichotomies as transmissions vs. ritual, administrative vs.
critical, positivist vs. marxist, and cultural vs. power-orientated approaches to communications
study. An historically inspired treatment of major figures and theories, required reading for the
sophisticated scholar' - George Gerbner, University of Pennsylvania ...offers a mural of thought with
a rich background, highlighted by such thoughts as communication being the 'maintenance of
society in time'. - Cast/Communication Booknotes These essays encompass much more than a
critique of an academic discipline. Carey's lively thought, lucid style, and profound scholarship
propel the reader through a wide and varied intellectual landscape, particularly as these issues have
affected Modern American thought. As entertaining as it is enlightening, Communication as Culture
is certain to become a classic in its field.

transmission of culture in sociology: The Social Construction of Reality Peter L. Berger,
Thomas Luckmann, 2011-04-26 A watershed event in the field of sociology, this text introduced “a
major breakthrough in the sociology of knowledge and sociological theory generally” (George
Simpson, American Sociological Review). In this seminal book, Peter L. Berger and Thomas
Luckmann examine how knowledge forms and how it is preserved and altered within a society.
Unlike earlier theorists and philosophers, Berger and Luckmann go beyond intellectual history and
focus on commonsense, everyday knowledge—the proverbs, morals, values, and beliefs shared
among ordinary people. When first published in 1966, this systematic, theoretical treatise
introduced the term social construction,effectively creating a new thought and transforming
Western philosophy.

transmission of culture in sociology: Tropical Childhood David Landy, 1959

transmission of culture in sociology: Cultural Transmission and Evolution Luigi Luca
Cavalli-Sforza, Marcus W. Feldman, 1981-05-21 A number of scholars have found that concepts such
as mutation, selection, and random drift, which emerged from the theory of biological evolution, may
also explain evolutionary phenomena in other disciplines as well. Drawing on these concepts,
Professors Cavalli-Sforza and Feldman classify and systematize the various modes of transmitting
culture and explore their consequences for cultural evolution. In the process, they develop a
mathematical theory of the non-genetic transmission of cultural traits that provides a framework for
future investigations in quantitative social and anthropological science. The authors use quantitative
models that incorporate the various modes of transmission (for example, parent-child, peer-peer, and
teacher-student), and evaluate data from sociology, archaeology, and epidemiology in terms of the
models. They show that the various modes of transmission in conjunction with cultural and natural
selection produce various rates of cultural evolution and various degrees of diversity within and
between groups. The same framework can be used for explaining phenomena as apparently
unrelated as linguistics, epidemics, social values and customs, and diffusion of innovations. The
authors conclude that cultural transmission is an essential factor in the study of cultural change.

transmission of culture in sociology: Human Evolution Beyond Biology and Culture
Jeroen C. J. M. van den Bergh, 2018-10-18 A complete account of evolutionary thought in the social,
environmental and policy sciences, creating bridges with biology.

transmission of culture in sociology: Sociology On Culture Marshall Battani, John R. Hall,
Mary Jo Neitz, 2004-06-02 Culture has become a touchstone of interdisciplinary conversation. For
readers interested in sociology, the social sciences and the humanities, this book maps major
classical and contemporary analyses and cultural controversies in relation to social processes,
everyday life, and axes of ordering and difference - such as race, class and gender. Hall, Neitz, and



Battani discuss: self and identity stratification the Other the cultural histories of modernity and
postmodernity production of culture the problem of the audience action, social movements, and
change. The authors advocate cultivating the sociological imagination by engaging myriad languages
and perspectives of the social sciences and humanities, while cultivating cultural studies by
developing the sociological imagination. Paying little respect to boundaries, and incorporating
fascinating examples, this book draws on diverse intellectual perspectives and a variety of topics
from various historical periods and regions of the world.

transmission of culture in sociology: Losing Culture David Berliner, 2020-05-15 Around the
world, you will hear complaints that people are losing their culture and their heritage. This study
explores what is triggering this sense of cultural loss, to what ends this rhetoric gets deployed, and
how anthropologists deal with their own feelings of nostalgia.

transmission of culture in sociology: Altruism and Beyond Oded Stark, 1999-10-07 Revised,
updated and in paperback, studies altruistic and nonaltruistic motives for transfers between families
and groups.

transmission of culture in sociology: Culture & Power David Swartz, 2012-07-05 Pierre
Bourdieu is one of the world's most important social theorists and is also one of the great empirical
researchers in contemporary sociology. However, reading Bourdieu can be difficult for those not
familiar with the French cultural context, and until now a comprehensive introduction to Bourdieu's
oeuvre has not been available. David Swartz focuses on a central theme in Bourdieu's work—the
complex relationship between culture and power—and explains that sociology for Bourdieu is a
mode of political intervention. Swartz clarifies Bourdieu's difficult concepts, noting where they have
been misinterpreted by critics and where they have fallen short in resolving important analytical
issues. The book also shows how Bourdieu has synthesized his theory of practices and symbolic
power from Durkheim, Marx, and Weber, and how his work was influenced by Sartre, Levi-Strauss,
and Althusser. Culture and Power is the first book to offer both a sympathetic and critical
examination of Bourdieu's work and it will be invaluable to social scientists as well as to a broader
audience in the humanities.

transmission of culture in sociology: Introduction to Sociology: Culture and Society Thomas
Spence, 2019-06-04 The scientific study of society is known as sociology. All spheres of human
activity are continuously influenced by a complex interplay of individual agency and social structure.
The study of society expands to the domains of health, economy, education, military and science.
However, at its core, the field is focused on the study of culture, criminality and punishment,
economy, family, gender and sexuality, health and illness, peace, war and conflict, etc. Sociological
study and research is vital for educators, policy makers, legislators, non-profit organizations and
non-governmental organizations, social workers and anyone with the inclination to resolve or
address social issues. The central problems of sociological theory are concerned with the way to
transcend, link or cope with the dichotomies of structure and agency, subjectivity and objectivity,
and synchrony and diachrony. Modern sociological studies are advanced by the adoption of
hermeneutic, philosophic and interpretive techniques as well as analytic, computational and
mathematical approaches to the study of society and culture. This book is a valuable compilation of
topics, ranging from the basic to the most complex advancements in the field of sociology. Different
approaches, evaluations, methodologies and advanced studies have been included in this book. With
state-of-the-art inputs by acclaimed experts of this field, this book targets students and
professionals.

transmission of culture in sociology: Handbook of Sociological Science Gérxhani, Klarita,
de Graaf, Nan D., Raub, Werner, 2022-06-10 22 out of the 26 Chapters will be available Open Access
on Elgaronline when the book is published. The Handbook of Sociological Science offers a
refreshing, integrated perspective on research programs and ongoing developments in sociological
science. It highlights key shared theoretical and methodological features, thereby contributing to
progress and cumulative growth of sociological knowledge.

transmission of culture in sociology: Encyclopedia of Evolutionary Psychological




Science Todd K. Shackelford, Viviana A. Weekes-Shackelford, 2021-03-20 This comprehensive,
twelve volume reference work reflects the interdisciplinary influences on evolutionary psychology
and serves as a major resource for its history, scientific contributors and theories. It draws on
biology, cognitive science, anthropology, psychology, economics, computer science and
paleoarchaeology to provide a multifaceted picture of behavioral adaptation in humans and how it
adds to our academic and clinical understanding. Edited by a noted figure in evolutionary
psychology, with many seminal and renowned contributors, this encyclopedia offers the full breadth
of an area that is the forefront of behavioral thinking and investigation.

transmission of culture in sociology: Handbook of Race, Racism, and the Developing Child
Stephen M. Quintana, Clark McKown, 2008-07-10 Filling a critical void in the literature, Race,
Racism, and the Developing Child provides an important source of information for researchers,
psychologists, and students on the recent advances in the unique developmental and social features
of race and racism in children's lives. Thorough and accessible, this timely reference draws on an
international collection of experts and scholars representing the breadth of perspectives, theoretical
traditions, and empirical approaches in this field.

transmission of culture in sociology: Knowledge, Education, and Cultural Change
Richard Brown, 2018-05-11 Originally published in 1973 Knowledge, Education and Cultural Change
surveys the present state of the field of the sociology of education. The book addresses the claim
that much of the research in the sociology of education should be extended to issues of wider
theoretical significance, the book provides theoretically informed analysis of situations or processes,
developing new theoretical perspectives and concepts. The papers also reflect the appropriate
theoretical framework for the sociology of education. Underpinning this framework, it looks at the
importance of social stratification, arguing that too much work in the sociology of education is
carried out using oversimplified models.

transmission of culture in sociology: Ideology and Modern Culture John B. Thompson,
2013-05-02 In this major new work, Thompson develops an original account of ideology and relates
it to the analysis of culture and mass communication in modern Societies. Thompson offers a concise
and critical appraisal of major contributions to the theory of ideology, from Marx and Mannheim, to
Horkheimer, Adorno and Habermas. He argues that these thinkers - and social and political theorists
more generally - have failed to deal adequately with the nature of mass communication and its role
in the modern world. In order to overcome this deficiency, Thompson undertakes a wide-ranging
analysis of the development of mass communication, outlining a distinctive social theory of the mass
media and their impact.
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