
welcome to our hillbrow

welcome to our hillbrow is more than a phrase—it invites you to explore the intricate layers of urban life,
migration, and cultural transformation within one of Johannesburg’s most famous neighborhoods. This
comprehensive article will guide you through the origins and significance of Hillbrow, the powerful
themes presented in the celebrated novel "Welcome to Our Hillbrow" by Phaswane Mpe, and the social
dynamics that shape this vibrant community. We will delve into the impact of migration and identity,
examine the literary contributions of the novel, and discuss Hillbrow’s evolving reputation. Whether you
are interested in South African literature, urban development, or social commentary, this article provides
an insightful overview. Discover why Hillbrow remains a symbol of resilience and transformation, and
learn how its story continues to resonate with readers and visitors alike. Continue reading for a detailed
exploration, practical insights, and thoughtful analysis, all presented with SEO-friendly clarity.
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Understanding Hillbrow: Location and History
Hillbrow is a densely populated inner-city suburb located in Johannesburg, South Africa. Historically,
Hillbrow was known for its cosmopolitan atmosphere and high-rise residential buildings, attracting a
diverse population from various backgrounds. Established in the early 20th century, it quickly became a
hub for professionals, students, and migrants seeking opportunities in the city. Over the decades, Hillbrow
experienced significant demographic changes, marked by waves of migration and urban challenges. Today,
Hillbrow stands as a symbol of both the struggles and the vibrant spirit of Johannesburg’s urban life,
representing themes of adaptation, resilience, and community.



Key Historical Milestones

Early development as a residential and commercial district

Population growth during the apartheid era

Post-apartheid migration and demographic shifts

Ongoing urban renewal and regeneration efforts

The Novel "Welcome to Our Hillbrow"
The renowned novel "Welcome to Our Hillbrow," written by Phaswane Mpe and published in 2001, offers
a poignant portrayal of life in Hillbrow. The book explores the complexities of migration, xenophobia, and
urban existence, weaving a compelling narrative about individuals striving to find their place amid rapid
change. Through its vivid storytelling, the novel captures the essence of Hillbrow’s multi-layered society,
addressing critical social issues and challenging stereotypes associated with inner-city living. As a
cornerstone of contemporary South African literature, "Welcome to Our Hillbrow" is widely studied for its
authentic depiction of Johannesburg’s realities.

About Phaswane Mpe
Phaswane Mpe was a South African writer and academic who contributed significantly to post-apartheid
literature. His works are celebrated for their insightful social commentary and literary innovation.
"Welcome to Our Hillbrow" remains his most influential publication, regarded for its honest exploration of
urban life and its impact on identity and belonging.

Major Themes in "Welcome to Our Hillbrow"
The novel "Welcome to Our Hillbrow" addresses a range of powerful themes that reflect the complexities
of life in Johannesburg’s inner city. These themes resonate not only with South African readers but also
with global audiences interested in migration, identity, and urban transformation. The book’s narrative is
structured around personal stories that illuminate broader social issues.



Migration and Xenophobia
Migration is a central theme, as characters navigate the challenges of relocating to Hillbrow in search of
better opportunities. The novel explores the tensions between long-term residents and newcomers,
highlighting issues of xenophobia, prejudice, and social exclusion. Through candid storytelling, Mpe reveals
how migration shapes individual destinies and community dynamics.

Identity and Belonging
Identity formation is another prominent theme, with characters struggling to reconcile their cultural
backgrounds with the realities of urban life. The search for belonging—whether in Hillbrow or
elsewhere—underscores the novel’s exploration of self-discovery and adaptation. Mpe’s nuanced portrayal
emphasizes the importance of community and acceptance in overcoming alienation.

Urban Decay and Renewal
The physical and social landscape of Hillbrow serves as a metaphor for transformation. The novel depicts
both the decline and regeneration of the neighborhood, drawing attention to issues such as poverty, crime,
and hope. This duality reflects the resilience of Hillbrow’s residents and their capacity for renewal amidst
adversity.

Migration, Identity, and Urban Transformation
Migration and urban transformation are interwoven in Hillbrow’s history and in Mpe’s narrative. The
suburb is a microcosm of South Africa’s broader patterns of movement, cultural exchange, and adaptation.
As people from rural areas and neighboring countries settle in Hillbrow, the area becomes a melting pot of
languages, customs, and experiences.

Socio-Economic Challenges
Hillbrow faces significant socio-economic challenges, including unemployment, overcrowding, and
inadequate infrastructure. These issues are not unique to Hillbrow but are emblematic of many urban
centers undergoing rapid change. The novel and real-life accounts both highlight the resilience of residents
who find ways to survive and thrive despite hardships.

Community and Social Networks
Community support and informal networks play a vital role in the daily lives of Hillbrow’s inhabitants.



These connections provide safety, resources, and a sense of belonging, helping individuals navigate the
complexities of urban existence. The strength of these networks is a recurring motif in both the novel and
Hillbrow’s ongoing story.

Hillbrow’s Social Dynamics and Reputation
Hillbrow’s reputation has evolved over time, shaped by media portrayals, public perceptions, and lived
experiences. Once considered a vibrant and progressive district, it later faced stigmatization due to issues
such as crime and poverty. However, Hillbrow’s reality is far more nuanced than stereotypes suggest.

Myths vs. Reality
Public perceptions of Hillbrow often focus on its challenges, overshadowing its strengths and successes. The
novel "Welcome to Our Hillbrow" challenges these myths, offering a balanced view that acknowledges
both the struggles and the achievements of its people. Residents and visitors alike recognize Hillbrow as a
site of creativity, resilience, and transformation.

Ongoing Change and Renewal
Urban renewal initiatives and grassroots efforts continue to shape Hillbrow’s future. These projects aim to
improve infrastructure, promote safety, and foster community engagement. The suburb’s dynamic social
fabric ensures that Hillbrow remains a place of hope and possibility, even as it confronts ongoing challenges.

Literary Legacy and Cultural Impact
"Welcome to Our Hillbrow" has left a lasting impact on South African literature and culture. The novel is
widely studied in academic circles and celebrated for its honest depiction of urban life. Its themes of
migration, identity, and transformation resonate with readers worldwide, inspiring dialogue about social
justice and human rights.

Influence on Literature and Society

Encouraged greater representation of urban experiences in South African fiction

Highlighted the importance of confronting xenophobia and prejudice

Inspired new generations of writers and social commentators



Contributed to discussions about migration, identity, and community

Continued Relevance
The story of Hillbrow and its inhabitants remains relevant as cities around the world grapple with similar
issues. "Welcome to Our Hillbrow" serves as a reminder of the transformative power of literature and the
enduring significance of community resilience.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the meaning of "Welcome to Our Hillbrow"?
A: "Welcome to Our Hillbrow" refers to both a greeting to the Johannesburg suburb and the title of
Phaswane Mpe’s novel, which explores life, migration, and identity in the area.

Q: Who wrote "Welcome to Our Hillbrow"?
A: The novel was written by South African author Phaswane Mpe and published in 2001.

Q: What are the main themes in "Welcome to Our Hillbrow"?
A: The novel mainly explores migration, identity, xenophobia, urban transformation, and community
resilience within Hillbrow.

Q: Why is Hillbrow significant in Johannesburg?
A: Hillbrow is significant for its history of diversity, urban challenges, and ongoing regeneration. It
symbolizes both the struggles and strengths of inner-city life in Johannesburg.

Q: How does the novel address xenophobia?
A: "Welcome to Our Hillbrow" portrays the experiences of migrants facing prejudice and exclusion,
highlighting the impact of xenophobia on individuals and communities.



Q: What impact has "Welcome to Our Hillbrow" had on literature?
A: The novel has influenced South African literature by encouraging honest depictions of urban life and
inspiring discussions about migration and social justice.

Q: Is Hillbrow safe to visit?
A: Hillbrow has faced safety challenges but is also home to vibrant communities and ongoing renewal
efforts. Visitors should exercise caution and seek local advice.

Q: What is the legacy of Phaswane Mpe?
A: Phaswane Mpe is remembered for his contributions to literature and social commentary, particularly
through his influential novel "Welcome to Our Hillbrow."

Q: How does Hillbrow reflect broader issues in South Africa?
A: Hillbrow reflects national issues like migration, urbanization, and diversity, serving as a microcosm of
South Africa’s social and cultural dynamics.

Q: Why should I read "Welcome to Our Hillbrow"?
A: The novel offers a compelling insight into urban life, migration, and identity in South Africa, making it
essential reading for those interested in contemporary literature and social issues.

Welcome To Our Hillbrow
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# Welcome to Our Hillbrow: A Vibrant Journey Through Johannesburg's Heart

Are you ready to experience the pulse of Johannesburg? Then welcome to our Hillbrow! This isn't
just a neighborhood; it's a microcosm of South Africa, a melting pot of cultures, a vibrant tapestry
woven with threads of history, innovation, and undeniable energy. This post will serve as your
ultimate guide to understanding, navigating, and ultimately, falling in love with this iconic
Johannesburg suburb. We'll delve into its rich history, explore its diverse communities, highlight its
hidden gems, and address common concerns about safety and navigating this unique urban

https://fc1.getfilecloud.com/t5-w-m-e-12/Book?docid=IhE74-9441&title=welcome-to-our-hillbrow.pdf
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landscape. Prepare to discover a side of Johannesburg you won't find in guidebooks.

A Brief History of Hillbrow: From Suburbia to
Metropolis

Hillbrow's story is one of dramatic transformation. Initially developed in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries as a primarily residential area for Johannesburg's burgeoning white population, it evolved
rapidly after World War II. The post-war boom saw a surge in apartment construction, turning
Hillbrow into a dense, high-rise cityscape. This period also marked the beginning of its diverse
population, attracting immigrants from across South Africa and the continent.

The Rise and Fall (and Rise Again?) of Hillbrow's Reputation

Throughout the apartheid era and beyond, Hillbrow’s reputation fluctuated dramatically. Its high-
density living, coupled with a complex social and political landscape, led to challenges related to
crime and infrastructure. However, recent years have witnessed a concerted effort towards
revitalization, aiming to reclaim Hillbrow's vibrant spirit while addressing its historical issues. The
renewed focus on community development and urban renewal projects is slowly but surely shaping a
new narrative for this remarkable area.

Exploring the Diverse Communities of Hillbrow

Hillbrow's strength lies in its astonishing diversity. It's a place where cultures intertwine, languages
blend, and traditions converge. You’ll find individuals from every corner of South Africa and beyond,
creating a uniquely rich and dynamic community. This vibrant mix contributes to the area's rich
culinary scene, its pulsating nightlife, and its dynamic artistic expression.

A Culinary Journey Through Hillbrow's Streets

From traditional South African fare to international cuisine, Hillbrow’s culinary landscape is as
diverse as its population. Street food stalls offer tantalizing flavors, while numerous restaurants
cater to every taste bud. Exploring Hillbrow's eateries is a culinary adventure in itself, a journey
through the flavors of the world, all within a few square kilometers.

#### Hidden Gems and Local Favorites



Don't miss the opportunity to discover the hidden gems tucked away in Hillbrow's alleys and side
streets. Ask locals for their recommendations; you'll be surprised by the culinary treasures waiting
to be unearthed.

Navigating Hillbrow: Safety and Practical Tips

While Hillbrow's reputation might precede it, understanding the area and taking necessary
precautions ensures a safe and enjoyable experience. Staying aware of your surroundings, using
reputable transportation, and avoiding walking alone at night are essential safety measures.

Utilizing Public Transportation and Ride-Sharing Services

Johannesburg has a reasonably reliable public transportation system, and ride-sharing services are
readily available. Utilizing these options can significantly enhance your safety and convenience while
exploring Hillbrow.

#### Staying Informed and Connected

Keeping your phone charged and having access to local information and emergency contacts is
crucial.

The Future of Hillbrow: A City on the Rise

Hillbrow's story is far from over. The ongoing revitalization efforts are shaping a brighter future,
focusing on improved infrastructure, enhanced safety, and community empowerment. This renewed
focus is attracting investment, fostering entrepreneurship, and creating a more positive narrative
around this historically significant area.

Conclusion

Welcome to our Hillbrow! This isn't just a neighborhood; it’s a journey of discovery, a testament to
human resilience, and a vibrant reflection of Johannesburg's dynamic soul. While it presents its
unique challenges, the rewards of exploring its rich cultural tapestry, its culinary delights, and its
resilient spirit are immeasurable. So, embrace the energy, embrace the diversity, and embrace the
unexpected – your Hillbrow adventure awaits!



FAQs

1. Is Hillbrow safe for tourists? While safety precautions are always advisable, particularly at night,
many visitors enjoy Hillbrow without incident. Utilizing safe transportation and staying aware of
your surroundings will significantly enhance your safety.

2. What is the best way to get around Hillbrow? Ride-sharing apps and taxis are readily available
and often the most convenient option. Public transportation is also an option, but requires more
familiarity with the local routes.

3. What are some must-see attractions in Hillbrow? Hillbrow itself is the attraction! Explore its
diverse streets, sample the cuisine, and interact with the vibrant community. Specific landmarks are
less prevalent than the overall atmosphere.

4. What is the cost of living in Hillbrow? The cost of living in Hillbrow varies greatly depending on
your lifestyle and accommodation choices. It can be an affordable option compared to other areas of
Johannesburg, but research is recommended.

5. What is the best time of year to visit Hillbrow? Johannesburg has a mild climate year-round,
though summer (October-April) is warmer and potentially wetter. The best time to visit depends on
your preferences for weather.

  welcome to our hillbrow: Welcome to Our Hillbrow Phaswane Mpe, 2014-07-01 Welcome To
Our Hillbrow is an exhilarating and disturbing ride through the chaotic and hyper-real zone of
Hillbrow - microcosm of all that is contradictory, alluring and painful in the changing South African
psyche. Everything is there: the shattered dreams of youth, sexuality and its unpredictable costs,
AIDS, xenophobia, suicide, the omnipotent violence that often cuts short the promise of young
people, and the Africanist understanding of the life continuum that does not end with death but
flows on into an ancestral realm. Infused with the rhythms of the inner city pulsebeat, this
courageous novel is compelling in its honesty and its broad vision, which links Hillbrow, rural
Tiragalong and Oxford. It spills out the guts of Hillbrow-living with the same energy and intimate
knowledge ,with which the Drum writers wrote Sophiatown into being.
  welcome to our hillbrow: Welcome to Our Hillbrow Phaswane Mpe, 2011-02-24 Welcome to
Our Hillbrow is an exhilarating and disturbingride through the chaotic and hyper-real zone of
Hillbrow—microcosm of all that is contradictory, alluring, and painful in the postapartheid South
African psyche. Everythingis there: the shattered dreams of youth, sexuality and its unpredictable
costs, AIDS, xenophobia, suicide, the omnipotent violence that often cuts short the promise of young
people’s lives, and the Africanist understanding of the life continuum that does not end with death
but flows on into an ancestral realm. Infused with the rhythms of the inner-city pulsebeat, this
courageous novel is compelling in its honesty and its broad vision, which links Hillbrow, rural
Tiragalong, and Oxford. It spills out the guts of Hillbrow—living with the same energy and intimate
knowledge with which the Drum writers wrote Sophiatown into being.
  welcome to our hillbrow: Welcome to Our Hillbrow Phaswane Mpe, 2011-03-08 Welcome to
Our Hillbrow is an exhilarating and disturbing ride through the chaotic and hyper-real zone of
Hillbrow—microcosm of all that is contradictory, alluring, and painful in the postapartheid South
African psyche. Everything is there: the shattered dreams of youth, sexuality and its unpredictable
costs, AIDS, xenophobia, suicide, the omnipotent violence that often cuts short the promise of young
people’s lives, and the Africanist understanding of the life continuum that does not end with death



but flows on into an ancestral realm. Infused with the rhythms of the inner-city pulsebeat, this
courageous novel is compelling in its honesty and its broad vision, which links Hillbrow, rural
Tiragalong, and Oxford. It spills out the guts of Hillbrow—living with the same energy and intimate
knowledge with which the Drum writers wrote Sophiatown into being.
  welcome to our hillbrow: Brooding Clouds Phaswane Mpe, 2014-08-01 Brooding Clouds is a
posthumous collection of short stories and poems that were written as a prequel to Phaswane Mpe's
acclaimed bestseller, Welcome to Our Hillbrow. In these thematically linked stories, we meet the
organic roots of the emblematic characters and concerns of the later novel. Written with an
expressive simplicity that evokes the rural soul of tiny Tiragalong and its neighboring village of
Nobody, Mpe's stories speak out strongly on issues close to his heart. The poems form a tandem
narrative that is gritty, topical, observant, and which articulates the dilemmas of inner city living,
along with the broader conundrums of Tiragalong, Hillbrow, and South Africa. The Brooding Clouds
collection is a gem of creative achievement that stands as a poignant tribute to the tremendous
talent of a writer cut down much too soon.
  welcome to our hillbrow: African Intimacies Neville Wallace Hoad, 2007 There have been
few book-length engagements with the question of sexuality in Africa, let alone African
homosexuality. African Intimacies simultaneously responds to the public debate on the “Africanness”
of homosexuality and interrogates the meaningfulness of the terms “sexuality” and “homosexuality”
outside Euro-American discourse. Speculating on cultural practices interpreted by missionaries as
sodomy and resistance to colonialism, Neville Hoad begins by analyzing the 1886 Bugandan martyrs
incident—the execution of thirty men in the royal court. Then, in a series of close readings, he
addresses questions of race, sex, and globalization in the 1965 Wole Soyinka novel The Interpreters,
examines the emblematic 1998 Lambeth conference of Anglican bishops, considers the imperial
legacy in depictions of the HIV/AIDS crisis, and reveals how South African writer Phaswane Mpe’s
contemporary novel Welcome to Our Hillbrow problematizes notions of African identity and
cosmopolitanism. Hoad’s assessment of the historical valence of homosexuality in Africa shows how
the category has served a key role in a larger story, one in which sexuality has been made in line
with a vision of white Western truth, limiting an understanding of intimacy that could imagine an
African universalism. Neville Hoad is assistant professor of English at the University of Texas,
Austin.
  welcome to our hillbrow: If You Keep Digging Keletso Mopai, 2019-01-01 If You Keep
Digging is a moving collection of short stories that is an essential addition to current and on-going
discussions that affect the youth including those around migration, gender, sexuality and identity.
The selection of stories highlights marginalised identities and looks at the daily lives of people who
may otherwise be forgotten or dismissed. 'Monkeys' is a skilful commentary on domestic violence,
toxic masculinity, patriarchy (and how it is racialised), power dynamics between white and black
men and how children come to 'know' that they are white or black. 'Skinned', whose protagonist is a
woman with albinism, is a powerful story about learning to accept that you deserve love when the
world constantly tells you otherwise. In 'Fourteen' the author deftly demonstrates the ability to play
with concepts of time and reality. It is a compelling story about potential and how one can feel
unfulfilled despite having hopes and ambitions.
  welcome to our hillbrow: Migrant Women of Johannesburg C. Kihato, 2013-11-07 Through rich
stories of African migrant women in Johannesburg, this book explores the experience of living
between geographies. Author Caroline Kihato draws on fieldwork and analysis to examine the
everyday lives of those inhabiting a fluid location between multiple worlds, suspended between their
original home and an imagined future elsewhere.
  welcome to our hillbrow: Writing South Africa Derek Attridge, Rosemary Jolly, 1998-01-22
During the final years of the apartheid era and the subsequent transition to democracy, South
African literary writing caught the world's attention as never before. Writers responded to the
changing political situation and its daily impact on the country's inhabitants with works that
recorded or satirised state-enforced racism, explored the possibilities of resistance and rebuilding,



and creatively addressed the vexed question of literature's relation to politics and ethics. Writing
South Africa offers a window on the literary activity of this extraordinary period that conveys its
range (going well beyond a handful of world-renowned names) and its significance for anyone
interested in the impact of decolonisation and democratisation on the cultural sphere. It brings
together for the first time discussions by some of the most distinguished South African novelists,
poets, and dramatists, with those of leading commentators based in South Africa, Britain and North
America.
  welcome to our hillbrow: Anxious Joburg Nicky Falkof, Cobus van Staden, 2020-10-01 An
interdisciplinary account of the life of Johannesburg, South Africa's global south city Anxious Joburg
focuses on Johannesburg, the largest and wealthiest city in South Africa, as a case study for the
contemporary global South city. Global South cities are often characterised as sites of contradiction
and difference that produce a range of feelings around anxiety. This is often imagined in terms of the
global North’s anxieties about the South: migration, crime, terrorism, disease and environmental
crisis. Anxious Joburg invites readers to consider an intimate perspective of living inside such a city.
How does it feel to live in the metropolis of Johannesburg: what are the conditions, intersections,
affects and experiences that mark the contemporary urban? Scholars, visual artists and storytellers,
all look at unexamined aspects of Johannesburg life. From peripheral settlements to the inner city to
the affluent northern suburbs, from precarious migrants and domestic workers to upwardly mobile
young women and fearful elites, Anxious Joburg presents an absorbing engagement with this
frustrating, dangerous, seductive city. It offers a rigorous, critical approach to Johannesburg
revealing the way in which anxiety is a vital structuring principle of contemporary life. The approach
is strongly interdisciplinary, with contributions from media studies, anthropology, religious studies,
urban geography, migration studies and psychology. It will appeal to students and teachers, as well
as to academic researchers concerned with Johannesburg, South Africa, cities and the global South.
The mix of approaches will also draw a non-academic audience.
  welcome to our hillbrow: Shifting Selves Herman Wasserman, Sean Jacobs, 2003 Sparked by
the enormous political changes in South Africa since the fall of apartheid, the essays in this
collection focus on the rapidly changing nature of South African mass media, art, and other forms of
aesthetic expression.
  welcome to our hillbrow: Funny Boy Shyam Selvadurai, 2008-09-04 'An extraordinarily
powerful, deeply moving novel' Amitav Ghosh NOW A MAJOR FILM ON NETFLIX In the world of his
large family - affluent Tamils living in Colombo - Arjie is an oddity, a 'funny boy' who prefers
dressing as a girl to playing cricket with his brother. But as Arjie comes to terms with his own
homo-sexuality and with the racism of the society in which he lives, Sri Lanka is plunged into civil
war as fighting between the army and the Tamil Tigers gradually begins to encroach on the family's
comfortable life. Sporadic acts of violence flare into full scale riots and lead, ultimately, to tragedy.
Written in clear, simple prose, Shyam Selvadurai's first novel is masterly in its mingling of the
personal and political. WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY NEEL MUKHERJEE
  welcome to our hillbrow: The Conscript Gebreyesus Hailu, 2012-01-23 Eloquent and
thought-provoking, this classic novel by the Eritrean novelist Gebreyesus Hailu, written in Tigrinya
in 1927 and published in 1950, is one of the earliest novels written in an African language and will
have a major impact on the reception and critical appraisal of African literature. The Conscript
depicts, with irony and controlled anger, the staggering experiences of the Eritrean ascari, soldiers
conscripted to fight in Libya by the Italian colonial army against the nationalist Libyan forces
fighting for their freedom from Italy’s colonial rule. Anticipating midcentury thinkers Frantz Fanon
and Aimé Césaire, Hailu paints a devastating portrait of Italian colonialism. Some of the most
poignant passages of the novel include the awakening of the novel’s hero, Tuquabo, to his ironic
predicament of being both under colonial rule and the instrument of suppressing the colonized
Libyans. The novel’s remarkable descriptions of the battlefield awe the reader with mesmerizing
images, both disturbing and tender, of the Libyan landscape—with its vast desert sands, oases,
horsemen, foot soldiers, and the brutalities of war—uncannily recalled in the satellite images that



were brought to the homes of millions of viewers around the globe in 2011, during the country’s
uprising against its former leader, Colonel Gaddafi.
  welcome to our hillbrow: The Jack Bank Glen Retief, 2011-04-12 An extraordinary, literary
memoir from a gay white South African, coming of age at the end of apartheid in the late 1970s.
Glen Retief's childhood was at once recognizably ordinary--and brutally unusual. Raised in the
middle of a game preserve where his father worked, Retief's warm nuclear family was a preserve of
its own, against chaotic forces just outside its borders: a childhood friend whose uncle led a death
squad, while his cultured grandfather quoted Shakespeare at barbecues and abused Glen's sister in
an antique-filled, tobacco-scented living room. But it was when Retief was sent to boarding school
that he was truly exposed to human cruelty and frailty. When the prefects were caught torturing
younger boys, they invented the jack bank, where underclassmen could save beatings, earn interest
on their deposits, and draw on them later to atone for their supposed infractions. Retief writes
movingly of the complicated emotions and politics in this punitive all-male world, and of how he
navigated them, even as he began to realize that his sexuality was different than his peers'.
  welcome to our hillbrow: The Complete Oom Schalk Lourens Stories Herman Charles Bosman,
2009-06 In one volume for the first time, the entire sequence of Bosman s famous Oom Schalk
Lourens stories. Edited from authoritative sources, and accompanied by original illustrations, this
gathering represents a feast of South Africa s best-loved tales. The sixty pieces include all-time
favourites like In the Withaak s Shade, Makapan s Caves and Willem Prinsloo s Peach Brandy, the
Boer War classics Mafeking Road and The Rooinek, as well as several lesser-known treasures.
  welcome to our hillbrow: All Under Heaven Darryl Accone, 2004 History of the author's family
who emigrated from China in 1911 and settled in South Africa. Their family name was Fok. It was
probably changed by immigration officials when they arrived.
  welcome to our hillbrow: The South Africa Reader Clifton Crais, Thomas V. McClendon,
2013-12-10 The South Africa Reader is an extraordinarily rich guide to the history, culture, and
politics of South Africa. With more than eighty absorbing selections, the Reader provides many
perspectives on the country's diverse peoples, its first two decades as a democracy, and the forces
that have shaped its history and continue to pose challenges to its future, particularly violence,
inequality, and racial discrimination. Among the selections are folktales passed down through the
centuries, statements by seventeenth-century Dutch colonists, the songs of mine workers, a widow's
testimony before the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, and a photo essay featuring the
acclaimed work of Santu Mofokeng. Cartoons, songs, and fiction are juxtaposed with iconic
documents, such as The Freedom Charter adopted in 1955 by the African National Congress and its
allies and Nelson Mandela's Statement from the Dock in 1964. Cacophonous voices—those of slaves
and indentured workers, African chiefs and kings, presidents and revolutionaries—invite readers
into ongoing debates about South Africa's past and present and what exactly it means to be South
African.
  welcome to our hillbrow: Bra Gib Rolf Solberg, 2011 This unique collection of stories offers a
biting portrait of inner-city Jo'burg (Johannesburg), 'a place where dreams come to die.' Written by
first-time author Perfect Hlongwane, Jozi is a series of interlinked stories centering around an
eclectic ensemble of characters, conjuring a city both familiar and surprising. With its vein of painful
self-examination, evocative sense of place, and unflinching exploration of the rawer aspects of
Jo'burg living, the book brings to mind the impact of cult literary figures like Dambudzo Marechere
and Phaswane Mpe.
  welcome to our hillbrow: Mrs. Shaw Mukoma Wa Ngugi, 2015-06-15 In the fictional East
African Kwatee Republic of the 1990s, the dictatorship is about to fall, and the nation’s exiles are
preparing to return. One of these exiles, a young man named Kalumba, is a graduate student in the
United States, where he encounters Mrs. Shaw, a professor emerita and former British settler who
fled Kwatee’s postcolonial political and social turmoil. Kalumba’s girlfriend, too, is an exile: a Puerto
Rican nationalist like her imprisoned father, she is an outcast from the island. Brought together by a
history of violence and betrayals, all three are seeking a way of regaining their humanity, connecting



with each other, and learning to make a life in a new land. Kalumba and Mrs. Shaw, in particular,
are linked by a past rooted in colonial and postcolonial violence, yet they are separated by their
differing accounts of what really happened. The memory of each is subject to certain lapses, whether
selective or genuine. Even when they agree on the facts—be they acts of love, of betrayal, or of
violence—each narrator shapes the story in his or her own way, by what is left in and what is left
out, by what is remembered and what is forgotten.
  welcome to our hillbrow: Zoo City Lauren Beukes, 2018-11-29 FROM THE AUTHOR BEHIND
BRAND NEW APPLE TV HIT SHINING GIRLS WINNER OF THE 2011 ARTHUR C CLARKE AWARD
'A major, major talent' GEORGE R.R. MARTIN _______ Zinzi has a Sloth on her back, a dirty 419 scam
habit and a talent for finding lost things. But when a little old lady turns up dead and the cops
confiscate her last paycheque, she's forced to take on her least favourite kind of job - missing
persons. Being hired by reclusive music producer Odi Huron to find a pop star should be her ticket
out of Zoo City, the festering slum where the criminal underclass and their animal companions
reside. Instead it catapults Zinzi deeper into the maw of a city twisted by crime and magic, where
she'll be forced to confront the dark secrets of former lives - including her own. _______ 'Beukes is
very *very* good. It feels effortless, utterly accomplished' William Gibson 'Beukes brings a secret
tenderness and humanity to her off-kilter portrait of the here and now' Guardian 'Exquisitely paced
and impeccably controlled. An enormously satisfying novel' New York Times Book Review
  welcome to our hillbrow: Kill Me Quick Meja Mwangi, 1973
  welcome to our hillbrow: The Exploded View Ivan Vladislavic, 2017-03-28 The Exploded
View, from the masterful South African novelist Ivan Vladislavić, tells the story of four lives
intertwined through the sprawling infrastructure on the margins of Johhanesburg: a stastician
taking the national census, an engineer out on the town with city officials, an artist interested in
genocide, and a contractor who puts up billboards on construction sites. Arcing across distance and
time, Vladislavić deftly explodes our comfortable views and brings us behind the curtains of the city
while subtly expanding our notions of what is possible in the novel form.
  welcome to our hillbrow: Loitering with Intent Muriel Spark, 2014-05-27 Where does art
start or reality end? Happily loitering about London, c. 1949, with the intent of gathering material
for her writing, Fleur Talbot finds a job “on the grubby edge of the literary world” at the very
peculiar Autobiographical Association. Mad egomaniacs writing their memoirs in advance — or poor
fools ensnared by a blackmailer? When the association’s pompous director steals Fleur’s manuscript,
fiction begins to appropriate life.
  welcome to our hillbrow: Mother is Gold Adrian Roscoe, 1971-07-02 How did West African
literature in English begin? What influences affected its birth and development? How much does it
imitate European models? How is traditional African culture influencing modern writing? What kind
of experiments are being tried? These are some of the questions, relevant to African writing
throughout the continent, which this critical study discusses by examining the most significant work
in verse, prose, drama, children's literature, journalism and political writing in West Africa. The
author examines the writing of major figures such as Soyinka, Achebe, Okara, Clark, Tutuola and
Ekwensi as well as that of authors whose work is not as widely known.
  welcome to our hillbrow: A History of Tigrinya Literature in Eritrea Ghirmai Negash, 2010
A pioneering study tracing the history of Tigrinya literature in Eritrea, a barely explored field,
principally using original sources and framing it against the country's colonial history. Rather than
treating oral and written literary traditions separately, Negesh treats them as one literary system,
breaking new ground within the field of Eritrean studies and taking to the mainstream this largely
unknown body of African literature.
  welcome to our hillbrow: Mating Birds Lewis Nkosi, 2004 The novel tells the story, in the
first person, of a young black male ex-student's obsession with a young English woman, Veronica
Slater, whom he encounters on the segregated Durban beachfront. It is the heyday of apartheid.
Although not a word is exchanged, a strong erotic bond develops between the two of them,
culminating in what is later seen as a rape and for which the narrator gets the death sentence. In an



absolute tour de force the narrator, only ever referred to as Mr Sibiya, waiting to be executed,
writes down his story - reconstructing bit by bit not only his own and a brief history of his family, but
also his obsession with the white girl, the court proceedings, and his encounters with Dr Dufre, a
Swiss criminologist who has been granted permission of compile a dossier of the case. One of the
most remarkable things about the novel is the narrator's ability to be objective, to view himself and
the series of events almost dispassionately.
  welcome to our hillbrow: Blood on the Page Lizzy Attree, 2010-03-08 The fourteen
interviews in this book form an unprecedented wealth of material on authors’ responses to HIV/AIDS
in South Africa and Zimbabwe. They comprise a valuable archive which documents and
contextualises the variety of views and opinions of different authors on their often ground-breaking
choices in writing about HIV/AIDS. Each author ranks among the first to publish fiction on HIV/AIDS
in their respective countries. These interviews are of particular merit as these issues have not been
discussed at length with any of the authors before. Collectively they offer a unique range of
approaches and opinions in response to the HIV/AIDS pandemic in southern Africa. Their
significance lies in their specific literary, as well as their broader social, cultural and political
perspectives on a disease which continues to spread despite extensive NGO, medical and
government intervention. In both South Africa and Zimbabwe, government responses have failed to
address the urgent need for new political and economic solutions to the challenge of HIV infection.
Responses among the population have varied from widespread silence, shame and fear to political
activism and outspoken critiques of government inaction. Writers give voice to this silence and
contextualise the disparate reactions amongst diverse peoples. Globally, AIDS killed approximately 2
million in 2008. In 1998, AIDS was the largest killer in southern Africa, nearly double the one million
deaths from malaria and eight times the 209,000 deaths from tuberculosis. It has long been the case
that of those dying globally of AIDS, the majority live in southern Africa. When the associated social
and cultural implications of infection with HIV are considered, fictional representations contribute
significantly to our understanding of the impact of HIV/AIDS on communities and individuals, and
provide a much-needed basis for ‘humanising’ an epidemic which is unimaginable statistically. It has
been said that the feelings and reactions that HIV/AIDS inspires are often ‘too unreal for words,’ and
it is this very notion, that certain diseases are taboo, unmentionable, and hardly even named as
such, that makes verbalisation of this epidemic a modern imperative.
  welcome to our hillbrow: Ways of Dying Zakes Mda, 1997 Ways of Dying tells the story of the
eccentric but dignified professional mourner, Toloki. His odyssey takes him from a rural village
community to the shabby, vibrant outskirts of a contemporary South African city, where the
tenderness that springs up between him and the beautiful and tragic Noria helps them to heal the
past. By turns magical, brutal, and funny, this compelling work is a major new contribution to South
African writing.
  welcome to our hillbrow: Thabo Mbeki Mark Gevisser, 2022-05-06 Hailed in the Times
Literary Supplement as 'probably the finest piece of non-fiction to come out of South Africa since the
end of apartheid', The Dream Deferred is back in print and updated with a brilliant new epilogue.
The prosperous Mbeki clan lost everything to apartheid. Yet the family saw its favourite son, Thabo,
rise to become president of South Africa in 1999. A decade later, Mbeki was ousted by his own party
and his legacy is bitterly contested – particularly over his handling of the AIDS epidemic and the
crisis in Zimbabwe. Through the story of the Mbeki family, award-wining journalist Mark Gevisser
tells the gripping tale of the last tumultuous century of South Africa life, following the family's path
to make sense of the liberation struggle and the future that South Africa has inherited. At the centre
of the story is Mbeki, a visionary yet tragic figure who led South Africa to freedom but was not able
to overcome the difficulties of his own dislocated life. It is 15 years since Mbeki was
unceremoniously dumped by the ANC, giving rise to the wasted years under Jacob Zuma. With the
benefit of hindsight, and as Mbeki reaches the age of 80, Gevisser examines the legacy of the man
who succeeded Mandela. '...essential reading for anyone intrigued by South Africa's complex
philosopher-king.' - The Economist



  welcome to our hillbrow: Portrait with Keys: The City of Johannesburg Unlocked Ivan
Vladislavic, 2009-06 This dazzling portrait of Johannesburg is one of the best things ever written
about a great, if schizophrenic, city, and an utterly true picture of the new South Africa (Christopher
Hope).
  welcome to our hillbrow: Re-Inventing the Postcolonial (in The) Metropolis Cecile Sandten,
Annika Bauer, 2016-10-20 The volume Re-Inventing the Postcolonial (in the) Metropolis offers a
wide-ranging collection of interdisciplinary essays by international scholars that address the
postcolonial urban imaginary across five continents.
  welcome to our hillbrow: Who Needs a Story? Ghirmai Negash, Charles Cantalupo, 2005
Poetry. African American Studies. The first anthology ever published of poetry from Eritrea written
in Tigrinya, Tigre and Arabic, WHO NEEDS A STORY? contains English translations and the
originals of thirty-six poems by twenty-two poets over roughly the last three decades. The way that
contemporary Eastern European poets were first read widely in the 1970s and South American poets
in the 1960s--without whose influence contemporary poetry in English and most languages is
unimaginable--now is the time for African language poets to be similarly heard, with Eritrean poets
as part of the vanguard. For at least four thousand years--from the ancient stele in Belew Kelew to
the 20th century battlefields of Eritrea's heroic struggle for independence--and into the 21st century,
Eritrean poets have never given up writing in their own languages, which is why their poetry thrives.
WHO NEEDS A STORY? translates this remarkable legacy--Ngugi wa Thiong'o.
  welcome to our hillbrow: Journal of a New Man Lionel Abrahams, 1984
  welcome to our hillbrow: The Quiet Violence of Dreams K. Sello Duiker, 2014-03-20 Tshepo, a
young student at Rhodes, has a difficult time keeping up with his own strange mind. He is absorbed
in making sense of a traumatic past in a violent country and so when he finds himself at the
Valkenberg mental facility, it is perhaps not entirely due to cannabis-induced psychosis.
  welcome to our hillbrow: After Tears Nicholas Mhlongo, Niq Mhlongo, 2013-01-09 Bafana
(nicknamed Advo for advocate), is a young man with a weight on his shoulders. After flunking his
law studies at UCT, he now has to find a way to either admit the truth to his family, or somehow find
a job that will allow him to continue fooling them.
  welcome to our hillbrow: Baddawi Leila Abdelrazaq, 2015 Coming-of-age story about a young
boy named Ahmad struggling to find his place in the world. Raised in a refugee camp called Baddawi
in northern Lebanon, Ahmad is just one of the thousands of Palestinians who fled their homeland
after the war in 1948 established the state of Israel. In this visually arresting graphic novel, Leila
Abdelrazaq explores her father's childhood in the 1960s and '70s from a boy's eye view as he
witnesses the world crumbling around him and attempts to carry on, forging his own path in the
midst of terrible uncertainty.
  welcome to our hillbrow: The Silver Donkey Sonya Hartnett, 2007-10-01 One bright spring
morning in the woods of France, a soldier, blinded by the war, is found by a little girl named Coco,
and her older sister Marcelle. In return for their kindness, the soldier tells the sisters marvellous
tales, each story connected to the keepsake he carries in his pocket: a perfect, tiny silver donkey. As
the days pass and they struggle in secret to help the soldier reach home, Coco and Marcelle learn
the truth behind the silver donkey, and what the precious object means: honesty, loyalty, and
courage. This is a joyful and enchanting novel for all ages.
  welcome to our hillbrow: Palestine Joe Sacco, 2015 Uses a comic book format to shed light on
the complex and emotionally-charged situation of Palestian Arabs, exploring the lives of Israeli
soldiers, Palestian refugees, and children in the Occupied Territories.
  welcome to our hillbrow: South African Literature After the Truth Commission Shane Graham,
2009-04-15 In the wake of apartheid, South African culture conveys the sense of being lost in time
and space. The Truth Commission provided an opportunity for South Africans to find their bearings
in a nation changing at a bewildering pace; the TRC also marked the beginning of a long process of
remapping space, place, and memory. In this groundbreaking book, Shane Graham investigates how
post-apartheid theatre-makers and writers of fiction, poetry, and memoir have taken this project



forward, using their art to come to terms with South Africa’s violent past and rapidly changing
present.
  welcome to our hillbrow: Not No Place Bettina Malcomess, Dorothee Kreutzfeldt, 2013 [The
book] skilfully meshes together the written history of the city and its build environment with that
which is less certain, less defined: the invisible and visible seams and ridges that hold the city
together. ... We are presented with an array of books, documents, fictional accounts, personal
memories, photographs (both original and archival), newspapers, pamphlets, obscure city council
publications, surveys, plans, court proceedings and architectural objects. Using these materials,
Kreutsfeldt and Malcomess ... take us on a visual and textual journey through the arrangements and
specificities of Johannesburg over time and trace the cointours of the places and no-places that
constitute the city as both concrete and imaginary.--Back cover.
  welcome to our hillbrow: The Heart of Redness Zakes Mda, 2007-05-15 A startling novel by
the leading writer of the new South Africa In The Heart of Redness -- shortlisted for the prestigious
Commonwealth Writers Prize -- Zakes Mda sets a story of South African village life against a
notorious episode from the country's past. The result is a novel of great scope and deep human
feeling, of passion and reconciliation. As the novel opens Camugu, who left for America during
apartheid, has returned to Johannesburg. Disillusioned by the problems of the new democracy, he
follows his famous lust to Qolorha on the remote Eastern Cape. There in the nineteenth century a
teenage prophetess named Nonqawuse commanded the Xhosa people to kill their cattle and burn
their crops, promising that once they did so the spirits of their ancestors would rise and drive the
occupying English into the ocean. The failed prophecy split the Xhosa into Believers and
Unbelievers, dividing brother from brother, wife from husband, with devastating consequences. One
hundred fifty years later, the two groups' decendants are at odds over plans to build a vast casino
and tourist resort in the village, and Camugu is soon drawn into their heritage and their future -- and
into a bizarre love triangle as well. The Heart of Redness is a seamless weave of history, myth, and
realist fiction. It is, arguably, the first great novel of the new South Africa -- a triumph of imaginative
and historical writing.
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