
the key of solomon the king
the key of solomon the king stands as one of the most influential and mysterious grimoires in
Western occult tradition. Renowned for its rich history and detailed magical instructions, the Key of
Solomon the King has attracted scholars, practitioners, and enthusiasts of esoteric knowledge for
centuries. This article explores the origins, structure, and significance of this legendary manuscript,
delving into its magical rituals, symbolism, and cultural impact. Readers will discover the historical
context of the grimoire, its contents and instructions, its relevance in ceremonial magic, and its
enduring legacy in modern occult practices. Whether you are a curious beginner or an experienced
practitioner, this comprehensive guide provides valuable insights into the enigmatic world of the Key
of Solomon the King.
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Historical Origins of the Key of Solomon the King

The Key of Solomon the King is often regarded as one of the foundational texts in the history of
ceremonial magic. Although attributed to King Solomon, the biblical monarch famed for his wisdom
and mastery over spirits, scholars believe the grimoire originated in the medieval period, likely
between the 14th and 17th centuries. The manuscript circulated extensively across Europe, with
notable versions in Latin, Italian, French, and English. Its authorship remains anonymous, and its
content reflects a blend of Jewish mysticism, Christian symbolism, and Greco-Roman magical
traditions.

The grimoire’s legend claims Solomon received divine knowledge, enabling him to control spirits and
perform miraculous feats. Over time, the text was adapted and expanded by various scribes,
resulting in multiple versions and manuscripts, each with unique variations. The enduring mystique
of the Key of Solomon the King lies in its reputation as a comprehensive manual for summoning
spirits, invoking angels, and safeguarding oneself against evil.



Structure and Contents of the Grimoire

The Key of Solomon the King is organized into two primary books, each detailing essential elements
of ceremonial magic. The first book focuses on the theory and preparation required for magical
operations, while the second book contains practical instructions, rituals, and the creation of
magical tools.

Book I: Preparation and Theory

Book I introduces the reader to the fundamental principles behind the magical workings described
in the grimoire. Topics include purification rites, personal conduct, prayers, and the timing of
rituals. It emphasizes the necessity of spiritual purity and moral rectitude, asserting that only the
worthy may wield Solomon’s ancient power.

Purification of the practitioner and ritual space

Prayers and invocations for protection

Astrological timing and planetary influences

Instructions for fasting and abstinence

Book II: Practical Magic and Rituals

Book II presents detailed directions for performing magical operations, including the conjuration of
spirits and the creation of talismans. The text outlines the construction and consecration of magical
tools, the drawing of protective circles, and the proper use of ritual words and actions.

Methods to summon and control spirits

Designs for magical pentacles and seals

Consecration of ritual instruments (wand, sword, pentacle)

Instructions for spiritual protection and banishing

Magical Rituals and Instructions

The Key of Solomon the King is renowned for its elaborate and precise magical rituals. Each
operation requires strict adherence to ceremonial protocols, ensuring the practitioner’s safety and



the efficacy of the magic. Rituals typically involve the drawing of protective circles, recitation of
specific prayers, and use of consecrated symbols and tools.

Ceremonial Preparation

Before any magical work begins, the practitioner must undergo a period of purification, which can
include bathing, wearing clean garments, and abstaining from certain foods or behaviors. The ritual
space is cleansed using incense, holy water, and blessings. Proper timing, often determined by
planetary hours or lunar phases, is emphasized for optimal results.

Summoning and Commanding Spirits

One of the most famous aspects of the Key of Solomon the King is its instructions for summoning
and commanding spirits. The practitioner uses specific sigils and pentacles, along with vocal
invocations, to call forth spiritual entities. The text provides protective measures to ensure the
practitioner’s safety during these operations.

Preparation with prayers and purification1.

Drawing the protective circle and symbols2.

Reciting the conjuration formulas3.

Commanding the spirit and stating one’s intentions4.

Dismissal and closing of the ritual5.

Symbolism and Magical Tools

Symbolism plays a crucial role in the Key of Solomon the King. The grimoire abounds with mystical
signs, pentacles, and seals, each believed to hold unique powers and associations. These symbols are
often inscribed on parchment, metal, or wax, and consecrated for specific magical purposes.

Pentacles and Seals

Pentacles are circular designs containing sacred names, symbols, and astrological correspondences.
Each pentacle serves a distinct function, such as protection, wealth, love, or spirit communication.
The grimoire provides detailed instructions for crafting and consecrating these powerful talismans.



Magical Instruments

The Key of Solomon the King specifies several ritual tools, including the sword, wand, pentacle, and
chalice. Each instrument is crafted and blessed according to precise guidelines and used in various
magical operations. The sword, for example, is employed to command spirits, while the pentacle
serves as a protective device.

Sword: Authority and command over spirits

Wand: Channeling magical energy and intent

Pentacle: Protection and invocation

Chalice: Ritual offerings and blessings

Cultural and Occult Influence

The Key of Solomon the King has profoundly influenced Western occultism and ceremonial magic. Its
doctrines and practices appear in later grimoires, such as the Lesser Key of Solomon (Lemegeton),
the Grimorium Verum, and numerous other magical texts. The manuscript’s emphasis on ritual
purity, symbolism, and celestial timing became foundational principles in magical traditions.

Throughout history, the grimoire has inspired writers, artists, and occultists, shaping the
development of esoteric societies in Europe and beyond. The symbolic language and magical
philosophy embedded in the Key of Solomon the King continue to resonate within modern Hermetic,
Kabbalistic, and Thelemic practices.

Modern Relevance and Interpretations

Today, the Key of Solomon the King remains a popular subject among scholars and practitioners of
magic. Modern editions and translations have made the text accessible to a wider audience, and its
rituals are often adapted for contemporary ceremonial work. While some view the grimoire as a
historical artifact, others regard it as a living tradition, incorporating its teachings into modern
systems of magic.

Interpretations of the text vary, with some focusing on its spiritual symbolism and psychological
impact, while others approach it as a manual for practical magical operations. The enduring appeal
of the Key of Solomon the King lies in its blend of mystery, wisdom, and detailed magical instruction.



Preservation and Editions of the Text

The preservation of the Key of Solomon the King has been a complex process, involving the
translation, copying, and printing of numerous manuscripts over centuries. Early versions were
handwritten and circulated privately among practitioners and scholars. The first printed edition
appeared in the 19th century, sparking renewed interest in its teachings.

Modern editions often include critical annotations, illustrations, and updated translations, helping
readers understand the grimoire’s historical context and practical applications. Collectors and
researchers continue to seek out rare manuscripts, ensuring the legacy of the Key of Solomon the
King endures for future generations.

Trending Questions and Answers About the Key of Solomon
the King

Q: What is the Key of Solomon the King?
A: The Key of Solomon the King is a medieval grimoire attributed to King Solomon, containing
instructions for ritual magic, summoning spirits, and crafting magical tools.

Q: When was the Key of Solomon the King written?
A: Scholars estimate the grimoire was composed between the 14th and 17th centuries, with
influences from earlier Jewish, Christian, and Greco-Roman traditions.

Q: What rituals are described in the Key of Solomon the King?
A: The manuscript details purification rites, spirit conjuration, the creation of pentacles, and the
consecration of magical instruments.

Q: What are pentacles in the Key of Solomon the King?
A: Pentacles are magical symbols inscribed with sacred names and astrological correspondences,
used for protection, invocation, and achieving specific magical goals.

Q: How is the grimoire structured?
A: The Key of Solomon the King is divided into two books: one covering theoretical and preparatory
aspects, and the other providing practical rituals and instructions.



Q: Why is Solomon associated with magic?
A: King Solomon is legendary for his wisdom and supposed ability to control spirits, making him a
symbolic figure in many magical texts.

Q: Is the Key of Solomon the King used in modern occultism?
A: Yes, many contemporary practitioners incorporate its rituals and symbolism into ceremonial
magic and spiritual practices.

Q: Are there different versions of the Key of Solomon the
King?
A: Yes, numerous manuscripts and editions exist, with variations in language, content, and ritual
instructions.

Q: What tools are required for rituals in the Key of Solomon
the King?
A: Rituals require consecrated instruments such as a sword, wand, pentacle, and chalice, each
crafted according to specific guidelines.

Q: What is the lasting influence of the Key of Solomon the
King?
A: The grimoire remains a foundational text in Western esotericism, influencing later magical
traditions, literature, and modern occult societies.
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The whispers surrounding The Key of Solomon the King have echoed through centuries. This
infamous grimoire, a book of magic, has captivated and terrified readers alike. Is it a genuine guide
to unlocking the power of the universe, a collection of medieval folklore, or something far more
sinister? This comprehensive guide delves into the history, content, and enduring legacy of The Key
of Solomon the King, offering a balanced perspective on this enigmatic text. We'll examine its
authenticity, its alleged rituals, and its place within the larger context of occult literature. Prepare to
unlock the secrets behind this legendary grimoire.

H2: A Glimpse into History: The Origins and Evolution of The
Key of Solomon

The precise origins of The Key of Solomon are shrouded in mystery, a fitting introduction to a book
dedicated to occult arts. While various manuscripts exist, none definitively trace back to King
Solomon himself. The generally accepted theory points to its compilation sometime between the
14th and 17th centuries, likely drawing from earlier, fragmented texts and traditions. These earlier
traditions might include elements of Kabbalah, Hermeticism, and Babylonian magic, showcasing a
fascinating blend of historical and esoteric influences. The text itself evolved over time, with
different versions and translations circulating, each adding its own interpretations and
embellishments. This evolution contributes to the varying degrees of interpretation and
understanding surrounding the grimoire’s contents.

H2: Deciphering the Contents: Rituals, Seals, and Enn's

The Key of Solomon is not a simple read. Its structure is complex, and its language is often archaic
and symbolic. The core of the text revolves around the summoning and control of spirits, demons,
and angels. This involves intricate rituals, the precise execution of which is supposedly crucial for
success. Central to these rituals are the seals (sigils) – symbolic representations of specific entities –
and the enn’s, often described as powerful invocations.

#### H3: The Importance of Seals and Sigils

The seals are not mere decorative elements; they are believed to be conduits of power, acting as
focal points for the magician's intent. Each seal is unique, corresponding to a particular entity, and
their accurate representation is considered essential for successful evocation. The creation and use
of these seals form a significant aspect of the practical application of the grimoire's teachings.

#### H3: Understanding the Enn's and Their Role in Evocation

Enn’s are phonetic syllables or short phrases believed to resonate with the invoked entities. They are
integral to the summoning process, acting as a form of communication and control. The
pronunciation and understanding of these enn’s are considered critical for achieving the desired
results during a ritual. Incorrect pronunciation, according to traditional interpretations, could lead
to unpredictable and potentially dangerous consequences.



H2: The Controversy and Cautionary Tales

The very nature of The Key of Solomon has attracted considerable controversy. Some view it as a
powerful tool for spiritual advancement, while others see it as a dangerous pathway to demonic
influence. Numerous cautionary tales surround its use, highlighting the potential risks associated
with tampering with forces beyond human comprehension. These tales emphasize the need for
significant preparation, ethical considerations, and a deep understanding of the occult before
attempting any of the rituals described within.

H2: The Key of Solomon in Modern Contexts

Despite its age, The Key of Solomon remains a significant influence on modern occult and esoteric
practices. It continues to be studied and interpreted by practitioners, scholars, and researchers
alike. Its influence can be seen in various forms of modern magic, ceremonial magic, and even in
contemporary fiction and popular culture, showcasing its enduring fascination. The grimoire’s
enduring appeal lies partly in its mystery and partly in its potential – a potential that remains both
alluring and alarming.

H2: Separating Fact from Fiction: Authenticity and
Interpretation

It's crucial to approach The Key of Solomon with critical thinking. Many of the claims within are
difficult, if not impossible, to verify. The text itself is open to diverse interpretations, further
complicating any attempts at objective analysis. Scholars continue to debate its origins, its accuracy,
and the true nature of the rituals described. The most responsible approach involves careful study,
balanced interpretation, and a healthy dose of skepticism.

Conclusion

The Key of Solomon the King stands as a testament to humanity's enduring fascination with the
occult. Its legacy continues to inspire both intrigue and caution. While the book's historical accuracy
and the efficacy of its rituals remain open to debate, its profound influence on the development of
magical traditions is undeniable. Approaching this grimoire requires a responsible and critical
approach, respecting its historical significance while acknowledging the potential dangers
associated with its purported practices.



FAQs:

1. Is The Key of Solomon the King historically accurate? The historical accuracy is highly debated.
Many scholars believe it's a compilation of various traditions and texts from later periods rather than
a direct link to King Solomon.

2. Are the rituals in The Key of Solomon safe to perform? No. The rituals are considered highly
dangerous and should not be attempted without extensive knowledge and experience in advanced
occult practices. The potential risks outweigh any potential rewards.

3. What is the difference between the various versions of The Key of Solomon? Different versions
exist, reflecting variations in translation, interpretation, and added or omitted content over
centuries. These variations can significantly alter the meaning and interpretation of the rituals.

4. Where can I find a reliable translation of The Key of Solomon? Several translations are available,
both in print and online. However, it is important to choose a reputable source and be aware of
potential biases in interpretation.

5. Is The Key of Solomon purely fictional, or does it contain any elements of truth? The truth lies
somewhere in the middle. It likely contains elements of earlier traditions and beliefs blended with
later additions and interpretations. Separating fact from fiction requires careful scholarly analysis.

  the key of solomon the king: The Key of Solomon the King S. Liddell MacGregor Mathers,
1999 One of the most famous of all magical books. Mathers was a 19th century magician and head of
the Order of the Golden Dawn. The ancient manuscripts that compose the book were found in the
British Museum and are believed by some to be the words and instructions of King Solomon.
Instructs how to summon and master spiritual powers, including how to obtain answers to problems
from the spirit world. Explains how the choice of time and place, preparation procedures,
incantations, fasting, robes, fumigations and various trappings play an integral part in magic. Also
covers the planets, prayers and conjurations, invisibility, and more.
  the key of solomon the king: Planetary Magick Melita Denning, Osborne Phillips, 2011
Planetary magick lies at the root of all astrological, alchemical, and Qabalistic lore. Although the
planetary powers of the cosmos are far beyond our intervention, their correspondences in the depths
of the psyche are within our reach through certain special meditative and ritual methods.
  the key of solomon the king: The Key of Solomon the King S. Liddell Mathers, 2011-01-21 Son
of David, King of Israel, hath said that the beginning of our Key is to fear God, to adore Him, to
SOLOMON, the honor Him with contrition of heart, to invoke Him in all matters which we wish to
undertake, and to operate with very great devotion, for thus God will lead us in the right way
  the key of solomon the king: The Key of Solomon the King S. Liddell MacGregor Mathers,
1998-06-01
  the key of solomon the king: The Key of Solomon the King , 2019-11-07 The Key of
Solomon the King is the classic grimoire, or book of magic, attributed to the ancient King Solomon,
who reigned over Israel during the 9th century B.C. Scholars believe that the work most likely dates
back to the 14th or 15th century Italian Renaissance and is typical of works of Renaissance magic.
Hermeticism and occult practices saw a resurgence in popularity during the Renaissance and The
Key of Solomon the King was likely inspired by Jewish kabbalists and Arab alchemists. Divided into
two parts, the volume details many examples of ritualistic magic. The first part contains invocations
and curses meant to summon demons and spirits and bind them to the will of the conjuror. There are



also spells to become invisible, find stolen items, and find love or favor. The second part details the
various purifications that the conjuror must undergo before performing the spells and instructs the
reader in how to dress and what magical implements will need to be used. This edition follows the
translation of occultist S. L. MacGregor Mathers and is based on the Latin manuscripts of the work
preserved in the British Library. This edition is printed on premium acid-free paper.
  the key of solomon the king: The Key of Solomon the King: Clavicula Salomonis S. L.
MacGregor Mathers, 2013
  the key of solomon the king: The Key of Solomon the King (Clavicula Salomonis) S. Liddell
MacGregor Mathers, 2007 Prepare thyself! This famous magical grimoire is a powerful tome,
purportedly written by King Solomon, the 10th-century monarch rumored in legend to be a master
magician himself. Deciphered from ancient documents found in the depths of the British Museum,
this 1888 work-translated by one of the most notorious Victorian occultists-was the first appearance
in the English language of the hidden secrets and potent incantations of the Old Magic. Discover the
archaic mysteries of. . exorcising demons . laying curses . rendering oneself invisible . making a
magic carpet . claiming treasure possessed by spirits . and much more! British magician and
eccentric SAMUEL LIDDELL MACGREGOR MATHERS (1854-1918) also wrote The Book of the
Sacred Magic of Abramelin the Mage and The Kabbalah Unveiled.
  the key of solomon the king: The Key of Solomon the King , 1976
  the key of solomon the king: The Goetia the Lesser Key of Solomon the King S. L. MacGregor
Mathers, Aleister Crowley, Hymenaeus Beta, 1995-12-01 Provides a clear and detailed account of
the preparations and precautions necessary for the successful evocation of its 72 spirits, which are
described in detail. Includes Crowley's An Initiated Interpretation of Ceremonial Magic, his version
of The Bornless Ritual, Enochian translations of some of the Goetic invocations, an introduction, and
notes. Illustrated. Smythe-sewn and printed on acid-free paper.
  the key of solomon the king: The Greater Key of Solomon S. L. MacGregor Mathers, 2013-11
Translated from Latin manuscripts within the British Library, the Key of Solomon was translated and
then published by S. L. MacGregor Mathers in 1889. L. W. de Laurence then went on to publish his
own in edition in 1914. This edition was directly based on Mathers' edition, to which he made
several alterations in order to advertise his mail-order business. These advertisements have been
omitted from this edition as their value today is worthless, however, the work itself is still important
and so has been left untouched.
  the key of solomon the king: The Lesser Key of Solomon Aleister Crowley, S.L. MacGregor
Mathers, 2023-12-22 The Lesser Key of Solomon, also known as Lemegeton Clavicula Salomonis or
simply Lemegeton, is an anonymous grimoire on demonology. It was compiled in the mid-17th
century, mostly from materials a couple of centuries older. It is divided into five books—the Ars
Goetia, Ars Theurgia-Goetia, Ars Paulina, Ars Almadel, and Ars Notoria. This edition was translated
by Samuel Liddell MacGregor Mathers and published by Aleister Crowley under the title The Book of
the Goetia of Solomon the King. Crowley added some additional invocations previously unrelated to
the original work, as well as essays describing the rituals as psychological exploration instead of
demon summoning.
  the key of solomon the king: The Lesser Key of Solomon Joseph Peterson, 1999-11-30
Compiled from original manuscripts and fragments in the British Museum Library, Joseph Peterson's
new presentation is the most complete and accurate edition of this famous magical grimoire. A
widely respected scholar and archivist of occult texts, Peterson goes to great length to establish the
provenance of each part of The Lessor Key of Solomon, and possible derivative works, including
critical analyses of all major variations, utilizing fresh translations of earlier magical texts such as
Johann Trithemius's Steganographia, The Archidoxes of Magic by Paracelsus, and newly discovered
Hebrew manuscripts of the original Key of Solomon. Abundantly illustrated, Peterson includes
reproductions of the original magical circles, tools, and seals of the spirits with variations of certain
drawings from various sources and notae missing from earlier editions. This definitive edition of The
Lesser Key of Solomon includes: Goetia—The ritual invocation of evil spirits and Solomons devices



for binding them Theurgia Goetia—Continues the study of spirits that are “partly good and partly
evil” Ars Paulina—Outlines the good spirits or angles governing the hours of the day and the signs of
the zodiac. The text is purported to have been discovered by the Apostle Paul after he had been
snatched up to heaven and includes “The Conjuration of the Holy Guardian Angel.” Ars
Almadel—attributed to an Arab of the same name, this text describes twenty beneficial sprits that
govern the zodiac Ars Notoria—With roots that go back to the 13th century Latic manuscripts, and
probably even early oral traditions, this collection of orations and prayers in interspersed with
magical words said to have mystical properties that can impart communion with God and knowledge
of divine and human arts and sciences. Appendices, which include addenda found in the Sloan
Manuscript 2731, Johan Weyer’s Psuedomonarchia demonum List of Sources Index
  the key of solomon the king: The Key of Solomon the King S. Liddell MacGregor Mathers,
2017-05-26 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States
of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute
this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made
generally available to the public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been
proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements
with text in an easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and
thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  the key of solomon the king: The Three Magical Books of Solomon Aleister Crowley, S L
MacGregor Mathers, F C Conybeare, 2024-03-20 2024 Hardcover Reprint of the three Grimoires
bound into one volume. This omnibus edition reprints the three great magical works of King
Solomon in one volume. The Key of Solomon the King was originally researched and translated by
S.L. MacGregor Mathers from ancient manuscripts in the British museums. The work is traditionally
divided into two books detailing the Key of King Solomon. The Lesser Key of Solomon [1904], or the
Clavicula Salomonis Regis, or Lemegeton, is a compilation of materials and writings from ancient
sources making up a text book of magic or grimoire. Portions of this book can be traced back to the
mid-16th to 17th centuries, when occult researchers such as Cornelius Agrippa and Johannes
Trithemisus assembled what they discovered during their investigations into ancient texts. The
Greater Key [1914] lists and describes a variety of purifications an exorcist should undergo.
Instructions are given on clothing, magical devices, and even animal sacrifices. The Testament of
Solomon [1898] is attributed to King Solomon of the Old Testament. Written in the first-person
narrative, the book tells the story of the creation of the magical ring of King Solomon and how
Solomon's ring was used to bind and control demons, including Beelzebub. The manuscripts from
which this work was discovered date from the 15th, 16th, and 17th centuries. All were written in
Greek. This dating makes most experts believe that the work is medieval. But some scholars argue
that it is likely that the work comes from the 5th or 6th centuries. Regardless of the dates, these
texts provide an immensely interesting description of how King Solomon tamed various demons to
build his temple. The text includes predictions of the coming of Christ, as one demon explains to
Solomon that while he may be bound, the only thing that can truly take his power away is the man
born from a virgin who will be crucified by the Jews.
  the key of solomon the king: The Two Magical Books of Solomon Aleister Crowley, S L
MacGregor Mathers, 2021-11-06 2021 Reprint of the Two Grimoires in one. This edition reprints the
two great magical works of King Solomon in one volume. The Key of Solomon the King was originally
researched and translated by S.L. MacGregor Mathers from ancient manuscripts in the British
museums. The work is traditionally divided into two books detailing the Key to King Solomon. The
Lesser Key of Solomon 1904], or the Clavicula Salomonis Regis, or Lemegeton, is a compilation of
materials and writings from ancient sources making up a textbook of magic or grimoire. Portions of
this book can be traced back to the mid-16th to 17th centuries, when occult researchers such as
Cornelius Agrippa and Johannes Trithemisus assembled what they discovered during their



investigations into ancient texts. The Greater Key [1914] lists and describes a variety of purifications
an exorcist should undergo. Instructions are given on clothing, magical devices, and even animal
sacrifices.
  the key of solomon the king: The Greater and Lesser Keys of Solomon the King Aleister
Crowley, Samuel Liddell MacGregor Mathers, 2016-12-02 This hardback volume contains both The
Key of Solomon the King (The Greater Key) and The Lesser Key of Solomon, including all of the
original illustrations, diagrams and annotations to aid the reader in their understanding of the
Solomon Key. The Key of Solomon the King was originally researched and translated by S.L.
MacGregor Mathers from ancient manuscripts in the British museums. Included by Mathers is the
Order of the Pentacles of Solomon, the Ancient Fragment of the Key of Solomon, The Qabalistic
Invocation of Solomon, and 15 plates full of figures, seals and charts, as well as the original text
giving detailed instruction for spells and invocations. The work is traditionally divided into two books
detailing the Key of King Solomon. Book One explains the operation of conjurations, curses, spells
and other magical works. Book Two instructs the practitioner on the proper attire, purification
rituals and other means of obtaining the goals of the Goetia. Between these two books is the list of
plates that contain numerous illustrations and secret seals of Solomon, including the Mystical Seal of
Solomon, the Pentacles of Solomon, and the Mystical Alphabet, which impart the mechanisms and
requirements for the invocation of spirits and demons. The Lesser Key of Solomon, or the Clavicula
Salomonis Regis, or Lemegeton, is a compilation of materials and writings from ancient sources
making up a text book of magic or grimoire. Portions of this book can be traced back to the mid-16th
to 17th centuries, when occult researchers such as Cornelius Agrippa and Johannes Trithemisus
assembled what they discovered during their investigations into their own great works. As a modern
grimoire, the Lesser Key of Solomon has seen several editions with various authors and editors
taking liberty to edit and translate the ancient writings and source material. In 1898, Arthur Edward
Waite published his The Book of Black Magic and of Pacts, which contained large portions of the
Lemegeton. He was followed by Mathers and Crowley in 1904 who published The Goetia: The Lesser
Key of Solomon. Many others have assembled their own version of this ancient material since, and it
is important to realize that it is the contents rather than the book itself that make up the Lesser Key.
Traditionally, the source material is divided into five books: Ars Goetia, Ars Theurgia Goetia, Ars
Paulina, Ars Almadel, and Ars Notoria. Mathers and Crowley indicate their edition is a translation of
the first. In the preface to this edition, it is explained that a Secret Chief of the Rosicrucian Order
directed the completion of the book. The original editor was a G. H. Fra. D.D.C.F. who translated
ancient texts from French, Hebrew, and Latin, but was unable to complete his labors because of the
martial assaults of the Four Great Princes. Crowley was then asked to step in and finish what the
previous author had begun. Traditionally, S. L. MacGregor Mathers is credited as the translator of
this edition, and Crowley is given the title of editor. Scholars believe these books of Solomon and
their many iterations derive from the ancient practices of Jewish Kabbalah and Arab Alchemy. After
time, it is thought Greek and Roman influences were added until, finally, the work was used and
molded by high Renaissance magicians. This book, as well as other King Solomon books, such as the
Magical Treatise of King Solomon and the Testament of Solomon, were brought back to modern
times through the labors of occult practitioners such as S. L. MacGregor Mathers, Aleister Crowley
and others around the turn of the last century.
  the key of solomon the king: The Book of Goetia, Or the Lesser Key of Solomon the King
[Clavicula Salomonis]. Introductory Essay by Aleister Crowley. Aleister Crowley, 2010-10 2010
Reprint of 1903 Edition. The Book of Goetia, or the Lesser Key of Solomon the King [Clavicula
Salomonis]. Introductory essay by Aleister Crowley. The Lesser Key of Solomon or, Clavicula
Salomonis, is an anonymous 17th-century grimoire, and one of the most popular books of
demonology. It has also long been widely known as the Lemegeton. It appeared in the 17th century,
but much was taken from texts of the 16th century and late-medieval grimoires. It is likely that
books by Jewish kabbalists and Muslim mystics were also inspirations. Some of the material in the
first section, concerning the summoning of demons, dates to the 14th century or earlier. The book



claims that it was originally written by King Solomon, although this is certainly incorrect. The Lesser
Key of Solomon contains detailed descriptions of spirits and the conjurations needed to invoke and
oblige them to do the will of the conjurer (referred to as the exorcist). It details the protective signs
and rituals to be performed, the actions necessary to prevent the spirits from gaining control, the
preparations prior to the invocations, and instructions on how to make the necessary instruments for
the execution of these rituals.
  the key of solomon the king: The Three Magical Books of Solomon: The Greater and
Lesser Keys & the Testament of Solomon Aleister Crowley, S. L. Macgregor Mathers, F. C.
Conybeare, 2018-10-08 Reprint of Three Grimoires in One Volume. This omnibus edition reprints the
three great magical works of King Solomon in one volume. The Key of Solomon the King was
originally researched and translated by S.L. MacGregor Mathers from ancient manuscripts in the
British museums. The work is traditionally divided into two books detailing the Key of King Solomon.
The Lesser Key of Solomon 1904], or the Clavicula Salomonis Regis, or Lemegeton, is a compilation
of materials and writings from ancient sources making up a text book of magic or grimoire. Portions
of this book can be traced back to the mid-16th to 17th centuries, when occult researchers such as
Cornelius Agrippa and Johannes Trithemisus assembled what they discovered during their
investigations into ancient texts. The Greater Key [1914] lists and describes a variety of purifications
an exorcist should undergo. Instructions are given on clothing, magical devices, and even animal
sacrifices. The Testament of Solomon [1898] is attributed to King Solomon of the Old Testament.
Written in the first-person narrative, the book tells the story of the creation of the magical ring of
King Solomon and how Solomon's ring was used to bind and control demons, including Beelzebub.
The manuscripts from which this work was discovered date from the 15th, 16th, and 17th centuries.
All were written in Greek. This dating makes most experts believe that the work is medieval. But
some scholars argue that it is likely that the work comes from the 5th or 6th centuries. Regardless of
the dates, these texts provide an immensely interesting description of how King Solomon tamed
various demons to build his temple. The text includes predictions of the coming of Christ, as one
demon explains to Solomon that while he may be bound, the only thing that can truly take his power
away is the man born from a virgin who will be crucified by the Jews.
  the key of solomon the king: The Three Magical Books of Solomon. Illustrated Aleister
Crowley, S. L. Macgregor Mathers, F. С. Conybear, 2021-05-17 The Key of Solomon the King is the
most famous and most significant of all known grimoires, or ancient spellbooks. Much of Western
magical tradition rests on the book's charts of planetary alignments, doctrines about angels and
spirits, and information on talismans endowed with magic properties. The grimoire of ceremonial
magic recounts how King Solomon bested some demons using a magic ring that had been given to
him by the Archangel Raphael. Contents: The Lesser Key of Solomon The Greater Key of Solomon
the King The Testament of Solomon
  the key of solomon the king: The Key of Solomon the King: A Biography Concerning King
Solomon; His Magic, Conjurations and Mythical History (Biblical Pseudepigrapha) (Hardcover S. L.
Macgregor Mathers, 2018-08-28 The story of King Solomon has fascinated spiritual and religious
writers for millennia - this book advances a theory that Solomon was infact a Magi who created
many of the rituals, spells and symbols important to occultists. Although the idea that Solomon
carried some sort of mystical powers is not new, this book purports to be written in the ancient king
of the Jews' own hand. The magical symbols and diagrams which are situated alongside the various
rituals and incantations are intricate, containing pentacles and other shapes. Towards the end of the
book a large table is appended, detailing a selection of mystical alphabets and their English. For his
investigation, Mathers delved deep into the archives of the British Museum, unearthing an old
French manuscript of the text which he duly translated into English. He also replicated the diagrams
and symbols; these efforts resulted in this modern English version of the old Solomon manuscripts,
and an increase in interest toward writings hitherto obscure.
  the key of solomon the king: The Lesser Key of Solomon Joseph H. Peterson, 2001
  the key of solomon the king: The Greater Key of Solomon Anonymous, 2017-12-27 The



Greater Key of Solomon is a 14th century Grimoire written by an anonymous author and is divided in
three parts called Books. It contains invocations, conjurations and ways to summon Spirits from the
spirit realm as well as the Spirits of Demons and punished souls from Hell. The Grimoire gives
theoretical information and step by step practical guidance on an array of topics such as planetary
hours, celestial bodies, prayers, ritual preparation, communication with Angels and Spirits,
exorcisms, magickal amulets, the preparation and use of ritual equipment and more. Note from the
Publisher: The illustrations in this book come from enhanced scans of the original seals. The scans
have been painted over by hand using black ink and then re-scanned in order to improve the texture
and make the lines and letters more legible, as some of the pages and illustrations of the book have
deteriorated due to the manuscript's age, and they appear faded or broken. The original manuscript
can be found in the British Museum.
  the key of solomon the king: Serpent of Light Drunvalo Melchizedek, 2008-01-01 Part travel
adventure, part spiritual instruction - a first-hand account of the movement of the Earth's Kundalini
and the rise of the Female Light, 1948 to 2013.
  the key of solomon the king: The Mysterious Death of Mr. Darcy Regina Jeffers, 2013-03-19 A
thrilling story of murder and betrayal filled with the scandal, wit, and intrigue characteristic of
Austen’s classic novels Fitzwilliam Darcy is devastated. The joy of his recent wedding has been cut
short by the news of the sudden death of his father’s beloved cousin, Samuel Darcy. Elizabeth and
Darcy travel to Dorset, a popular Regency resort area, to pay their respects to the well-traveled and
eccentric Samuel. But this is no summer holiday. Danger bubbles beneath Dorset’s peaceful surface
as strange and foreboding events begin to occur. Several of Samuel’s ancient treasures go missing,
and then his body itself disappears. As Darcy and Elizabeth investigate this mystery and unravel its
tangled ties to the haunting legends of Dark Dorset, the legendary couple’s love is put to the test
when sinister forces strike close to home. Some secrets should remain secrets, but Darcy will do all
he can to find answers—even if it means meeting his own end in the damp depths of a newly dug
grave. With malicious villains, dramatic revelations and heroic gestures, The Mysterious Death of
Mr. Darcy will keep Austen fans turning the pages right up until its dramatic conclusion.
  the key of solomon the king: The Keys of Solomon the King Solomon The King, 2011-07 The
Keys of Solomon are two distinct grimoires, or books on magic incorrectly attributed to King
Solomon. They likely date back to the 14th or 15th century Italian Renaissance, and present a typical
example of Renaissance magic. It is possible that the Greater Key of Solomon inspired later works,
particularly the 17th century grimoire also known as Clavicula Salomonis or The Lesser Key of
Solomon, although there are many differences between the books. Many such grimoires attributed
to King Solomon were written in this period, ultimately influenced by earlier (High Medieval) works
of the Jewish kabbalists and Arab alchemists, which in turn hark back to Greco-Roman magic of Late
Antiquity. Several versions of the Key of Solomon exist, in various translations, and with minor or
significant differences.
  the key of solomon the king: The Key of King Solomon (1834) Frederick Hockley, 2021-04-27
In 1834 Frederick Hockley, later to become one of the most celebrated occultists of Victorian
England, translated an old French manuscript into English at the request of the alchemist and
aeronaut George Graham. The manuscript was an unusual version of Clavicula Salomonis or Key of
Solomon, probably the most infamous book of magic to emerge from the late middle ages. The Key of
King Solomon is one descendant of Clavicula Salomonis amongst many adapted versions that
appeared in France and Italy in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries such as les Véritables
Clavicules de Salomon, les Vraies Clavicules du Roi Salomon and Zekerboni. Incorporating details
from the seventeenth century Clavicula Salomonis de Secretis and other more obscure sources, The
Key of King Solomon describes methods of conjuring spirits, the construction of pentacles and the
conduct of the Master of Art and his companions. Although modest in length, The Key of King
Solomon is a notable contribution to the growing literature on this genre of ritual magic. The
present edition features a transcript of Hockley's English translation with an historical introduction
to the Key of Solomon, and a commentary on the text with additions and corrections.



  the key of solomon the king: Ars Goetia J W Hunter, 2020-05-15 The first book of The Lesser
Key of Solomon, concerning the 72 Demons which King Solomon bound with in a brass vessel. This
grimoire contains descriptions of the Demons and their seals, as well as all rituals and requisites
required for their summoning.The Lesser Key of Solomon, also known as Clavicula Salomonis Regis
or Lemegeton, is an anonymous grimoire (or spell book) on demonology. Its one-hundred-forty-four
spells were compiled in the mid-17th century, mostly from materials some centuries older. It is
divided into five books-the Ars Goetia, Ars Theurgia-Goetia, Ars Paulina, Ars Almadel, and Ars
Notoria.
  the key of solomon the king: The Grimoire of Armadel S. L. MacGregor Mathers, 2001-09-01
Translated from a 17th century manuscript stored in Paris, this is an ancient but still useful book of
popularized Christian magic. It is illustrated with intricate sigils.
  the key of solomon the king: The Key to Solomon's Key Lon Milo DuQuette, 2006 Sketching
out a fascinating network of historic figures, cults, and Christendom, this book by an occult studies
expert and respected authority on magic and sorcery takes western spiritual traditions seriously -
but examines them with common sense and self-effacing humour. Working backward from the
Freemasons to one of their original orders, the 14th-century Knights Templar, the account considers
sorcery, heresy, and intrigues; explores the legend that the Knights possessed a powerful secret
dangerous to the Church of Rome; and finds an essential clue to the order's practices in their
connection to the biblical Solomon, king of Israel in the 10th century BC.
  the key of solomon the king: The Key of Solomon the King S. L. MacGregor Mathers,
2012-03-07 How to make a magic carpet, become invisible, and find love are among the procedures
detailed in this famous book of prayers and instructions on trafficking with the spirit world.
  the key of solomon the king: The Three Magical Books of Solomon , 2019-12-03 Finally in a
single book, the Keys and Testament of Solomon are available together in The Three Magical Books
of Solomon: The Greater and Lesser Keys & The Testament of Solomon. The Testament is a story of
his use of magic to control demons and the Keys reveal his spells and methods.The Lesser Key of
Solomon is a well-know grimoire which has the description of the 72 demons conjured by Solomon,
along with illustrations of their sigils, and the instructions for how to summon them. It also lists
Spirits mingled of Good and Evil Natures. The third book, attributed to the Apostle Paul, discusses
the Spirits allotted unto every degree of the 360 Degrees of the Zodiac; and also of the Signs, and of
the Planets in the Signs, as well as of the Hours. Later on, Ars Almadel Salomonis provides
instructions on how to create a wax tablet with specific designs intended to contact angels via
scrying. This book also contains the prayers and orations of Solomon.The Key of Solomon the King is
a very famous and important grimoire. It is divided up into two books. The first section includes
various chants, spells, and curses to summon or restrain demons and the spirits of the dead. It also
contains instructions on how to perform a series of magic spells. The second part describes
purifications an exorcist should undergo, as well as on clothing and magical devices.The Testament
of Solomon is about demons summoned by King Solomon, and how they can be countered by
invoking angels and other magical techniques. It is one of the oldest magical texts attributed to King
Solomon, dating First Century A.D.
  the key of solomon the king: The Key to Solomon's Key Lon Milo DuQuette, 2010-04
Sketching out a fascinating network of historic figures, cults, and Christendom, this book by an
occult-studies expert and respected authority on magic and sorcery takes Western spiritual
traditions seriously--but examines them with common sense and self-effacing humor. Working
backward from the Freemasons to one of their original orders, the 14th-century Knights Templar,
the account considers sorcery, heresy, and intrigues; explores the legend that the Knights possessed
a powerful secret dangerous to the Church of Rome; and finds an essential clue to the order's
practices in their connection to the biblical Solomon, king of Israel in the 10th century BC. This
updated edition features new images, chapters on important symbols, and a new preface.
  the key of solomon the king: Key of Solomon the King , 1909
  the key of solomon the king: The Book of the Goetia Or The Lesser Key of Solomon the



King , 1903
  the key of solomon the king: Grand Key of Solomon the King Pseudo Asaph Berechiah,
2009-11 The enchanting tales of 1001 Arabian Nights and the mysterious magical societies of the
Moors share a legendary figure. He is no other than Asaph Ben Berechiah, the Vizier of King
Solomon himself. According to Islamic tradition, this Arabian Merlin bested a djinn in a magical
contest, teleporting Queen Sheeba's throne in the blink of an eye, using his knowledge of the Great
Name. Through the ages masters of the forbidden art of djinn evocation have shared with their
disciples in secrecy an extensive oral tradition of rituals, incantations, and magical implements
belonging to Asaph Ben Berechiah. Fragments of these arcane mysteries could be found in the
writing of master occultists from the Middle Ages, the likes of Ahmed al-Buni. Few and far between,
many have treasured what little fragments of this oral tradition could be found. There were also
whispers of a grimoire compiled by an anonymous Arabian wizard brimming with secrets of the
magic of Asaph Ben Berechiah. Known only as Ajnas, its reputation grew, but few possessed it. It has
resurfaced in recent years and remains one of the most popular guides to angelic and djinn
evocation in the land of the Arabian nights. O seeker of the art of the masters, you needn't wait
centuries for this important grimoire to be available in English as has happened with Ghayat
al-Hakim (Picatrix). Right now, you are beholding an accurate and complete translation of Ajnas
waiting for its secrets to be unlocked by the disciples of today and the masters of tomorrow. Heth
Heth Sharet Maret Aeeret Ayolet
  the key of solomon the king: The Key of Solomon the King by Samuel Liddell MacGregor
Mathers Samuel Liddell MacGregor Mathers, 2021-01-01 The Key of Solomon the King by Samuel
Liddell MacGregor Mathers This is the Greater Key of Solomon. Fully illustrated. Translated and
edited from manuscripts in the British Museum by S. L. MacGregor Mathers. The Key of Solomon
the King are believed to be the actual words and instructions of King Solomon himself. In these texts
he instructs his followers on how to summon and master spiritual powers, including how to obtain
answers to problems from the spirit world. Also available on this site is The Lesser Key of Solomon.
The Key of Solomon the King by Samuel Liddell MacGregor Mathers The Key of Solomon is divided
into two books. It describes the necessary drawings to prepare each experiment or, in more modern
language, magical operations. The Key of Solomon the King by Samuel Liddell MacGregor Mathers
Unlike later grimoires such as the Pseudomonarchia Daemonum (16th century) or the Lemegeton
(17th century), the Key of Solomon does not mention the signature of the 72 spirits constrained by
King Solomon in a bronze vessel. As in most medieval grimoires, all magical operations are
ostensibly performed through the power of God, to whom all the invocations are addressed. Before
any of these operations (termed experiments) are performed, the operator must confess his sins and
purge himself of evil, invoking the protection of God. The Key of Solomon the King by Samuel Liddell
MacGregor Mathers Elaborate preparations are necessary, and each of the numerous items used in
the operator's experiments must be constructed of the appropriate materials obtained in the
prescribed manner, at the appropriate astrological time, marked with a specific set of magical
symbols, and blessed with its own specific words. All substances needed for the magic drawings and
amulets are detailed, as well as the means to purify and prepare them. Many of the symbols
incorporate the Transitus Fluvii occult alphabet. The Key of Solomon the King by Samuel Liddell
MacGregor Mathers
  the key of solomon the king: The Goetia Aleister Crowley, 2021-07-03 The Goetia: The
Lesser Key of Solomon, also known as the Clavicula Salomonis Regis, or Lemegeton, is a centuries
old spell book or grimoire. The exact source of the work is anonymous and compilations of older
texts began appearing in the 16th and 17th centuries. In 1904, famed English occultists Aleister
Crowley and Samuel Liddell MacGregor Mathers translated these older texts and published them in
English. This grimoire is concerned primarily with summoning demons and contains the names,
symbols, and spells for 72 distinct demon spirits. Crowley and Mathers painstakingly and
meticulously researched the seals, charts, and sigils for the demons, making their edition of this
ancient text one of the most complete and detailed. Descriptions of the spells and rites necessary for



the invocation of these demon spirits is included along with definitions and explanations for many of
the unfamiliar terms found throughout the text. This edition of The Goetia: The Lesser Key of
Solomon remains an essential addition to the library of anyone interested in ancient and Western
occult practices. This edition is printed on premium acid-free paper.
  the key of solomon the king: The Magical Treatise of Solomon, Or Hygromanteia Ioannis
Marathakis, 2012-03-08 The Magical Treatise of Solomon, or Hygromanteia is the ultimate
grimoire--the absolute foundation of ceremonial magic. The true source of the Key of Solomon, it is
arguably the most significant magical text in the world. For the first time ever, this extraordinary
work has been translated from the original Greek into English, allowing magic scholars worldwide to
finally access its treasures. The translator, Ioannis Marathakis, is a native born Greek academic with
an extensive knowledge of ceremonial magic. Unlike the abridged Latin translation, this
groundbreaking work is the complete text, now arranged in its proper order.
  the key of solomon the king: John Dee's Five Books of Mystery John Dee, Joseph H. Peterson,
2003-01-01 Discovered in a hidden compartment of an old chest long after his death, the secret
writings of John Dee, one of the leading scientists and occultists of Elizabethan England, record in
minute detail his research into the occult. Dee concealed his treatises on the nature of humankind's
contact with angelic realms and languages throughout his life, and they were nearly lost forever. In
his brief biography of John Dee, Joseph Peterson calls him a true Renaissance man? detailing his
work in astronomy, mathematics, navigation, the arts, astrology, and the occult sciences. He was
even thought to be the model for Shakespeare's Prospero. All this was preparation for Dee's main
achievement: five books, revealed and transcribed between March 1582 and May 1583, bringing to
light mysteries and truths that scholars and adepts have been struggling to understand and use ever
since. These books detail his system for communicating with the angels, and reveal that the angels
were interested in and involved with the exploration and colonization of the New World, and in
heralding in a new age or new world order. While Dee's influence was certainly felt in his lifetime,
his popularity has grown tremendously since. His system was used and adapted by the Hermetic
Order of the Golden Dawn, and subsequently by Aleister Crowley. This new edition of John Dee's
Five Books of Mystery is by far the most accessible and complete published to date. Peterson has
translated Latin terms and added copious footnotes, putting the instructions and references into
context for the modern reader.
  the key of solomon the king: The Greater and Lesser Keys of Solomon the King S. L.
MacGregor Mathers, Alesiter Crowley, 2021-04-21 Solomon wrote The Greater Key for his son
Rehoboam, and commanded him to hide the book in his sepulchre upon his death. After many years
the book was discovered by a group of Babylonian philosophers repairing Solomon's tomb. None
could interpret the text, until one of them, Iohé Grevis, suggested that they should ask the Lord for
understanding. The Angel of the Lord appeared to him and extracted a promise that he would keep
the text hidden from the unworthy and the wicked, after which he was able to read it plainly. Iohé
Grevis then placed a spell on the book that the unworthy, the unwise or those who did not fear God
would not attain the desired effect from any of the workings contained in the book.The Lesser Key of
Solomon, also known as Salomonis Regis or Lemegeton, is an anonymous grimoire on demonology. It
was compiled in the mid-17th century, mostly from materials a couple of centuries older.
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