
the mountaintop play
the mountaintop play is a powerful and thought-provoking work that has captured the attention of
theatergoers, critics, and educators worldwide. Known for its imaginative retelling of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.'s final night, this play offers a nuanced exploration of legacy, social justice, and
human vulnerability. Throughout this article, readers will discover the origins and background of
"The Mountaintop," delve into its major themes, analyze the characters, and learn about its enduring
impact. Whether you're a theater enthusiast, student, or someone curious about modern stage
productions, this comprehensive guide provides valuable insights into the play's structure,
symbolism, and cultural significance. By the end, you'll understand why "The Mountaintop" remains
an essential piece in contemporary theater and how it continues to inspire dialogue about equality
and leadership.
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Background and Origins of The Mountaintop Play

The mountaintop play was written by acclaimed playwright Katori Hall and premiered in 2009 at
Theatre503 in London. This gripping drama centers on the final night of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s
life, set in Room 306 of the Lorraine Motel in Memphis, Tennessee. Hall, inspired by her mother's
recollections and the legacy of Dr. King, sought to humanize the civil rights leader and offer a fresh
perspective on his final hours. Since its inception, the play has been performed internationally,
including a celebrated Broadway run starring Samuel L. Jackson and Angela Bassett.

The play’s title, "The Mountaintop," references Dr. King’s famous "I've Been to the Mountaintop"
speech, delivered on April 3, 1968. Hall’s work blends historical facts with imaginative elements,
allowing audiences to see Dr. King not just as an icon but as a man confronting his own fears,
doubts, and hopes.

Written by Katori Hall in 2009

Centers on Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s final night



Premiered in London, later produced on Broadway

Title references King’s iconic speech

Combines historical and fictional storytelling

Overview of the Plot

The mountaintop play unfolds over the course of a single night, focusing on the interactions between
Dr. King and a mysterious motel maid named Camae. As the evening progresses, the narrative shifts
from realism to a more surreal, metaphysical exploration of legacy and mortality. The setting
remains intimate, with most of the action taking place in Dr. King’s motel room, enhancing the
personal nature of the story.

Act One: Arrival and Conversation

The play opens with Dr. King returning to his room after delivering his historic speech. Exhausted
and contemplative, he orders room service and is visited by Camae, a sharp-witted and spirited
maid. Their initial conversation is playful yet layered with tension, as King reflects on his fears and
the weight of his responsibilities.

Act Two: Revelation and Transformation

As their exchange deepens, Camae reveals herself to be more than she appears, introducing
supernatural elements into the narrative. She urges Dr. King to confront his destiny, legacy, and the
impact of his work. The story ultimately becomes a meditation on leadership, sacrifice, and the
unfinished business of social change.

Dr. King’s exhaustion and vulnerability1.

Camae’s enigmatic presence2.

Metaphysical dialogue about mortality3.

Reflection on the future of the civil rights movement4.

Major Themes and Symbolism in The Mountaintop Play

The mountaintop play is rich with symbolism and explores a range of profound themes. Hall’s script
uses metaphor and allegory to connect Dr. King’s personal journey with broader struggles for justice
and equality. The play invites audiences to reflect on the burdens of leadership and the enduring



power of hope.

Legacy and Mortality

A central theme is the tension between Dr. King’s legacy and his mortality. The play poignantly
examines his doubts about whether his work will endure and the anxiety of facing death. Through
surreal interactions with Camae, King grapples with the knowledge that his mission may never be
fully completed.

Humanization of Historical Figures

Rather than depicting Dr. King as a flawless hero, the mountaintop play emphasizes his humanity.
Moments of vulnerability, humor, and fear make him relatable and complex, reminding audiences
that even great leaders can struggle with self-doubt.

Social Justice and Activism

Social justice is woven throughout the narrative, with references to the civil rights movement and
the ongoing fight for equality. Camae’s character, who challenges and provokes King, represents the
voices of future generations and the need for continued activism.

Symbolism of the "mountaintop" as hope and vision

Metaphors for progress and unfinished dreams

Allegory for passing the torch to new leaders

Character Analysis

The mountaintop play features two central characters whose dynamic fuels the drama and emotional
impact of the story. Their relationship is multifaceted, revealing deeper truths about leadership,
sacrifice, and humanity.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Dr. King is portrayed as both a visionary and a vulnerable man. Hall’s script allows for nuanced
exploration of his fears, exhaustion, and longing for reassurance. Moments of humor, doubt, and
warmth add depth to his characterization, highlighting the personal cost of public leadership.

Camae



Camae is a complex and enigmatic figure, initially presented as a motel maid but later revealed to
have supernatural qualities. Her boldness, wit, and compassion challenge King, forcing him to
confront his own limitations and inspiring him to reflect on his legacy. Camae symbolizes the bridge
between past and future, and she serves as a guide for both King and the audience.

Dr. King: Visionary, vulnerable, relatable

Camae: Witty, mysterious, agent of transformation

Interplay reveals deeper emotional truths

Critical Reception and Awards

Since its premiere, the mountaintop play has garnered widespread acclaim from critics and
audiences alike. Praised for its innovative storytelling, emotional depth, and fresh perspective, the
play has been recognized with several prestigious awards. Its Broadway production was especially
noted for the performances of Samuel L. Jackson and Angela Bassett.

Awards and Honors

Katori Hall won the Olivier Award for Best New Play in 2010, making her the first black woman to
receive this honor. The play has been nominated for other awards and continues to be a popular
choice for theater companies around the world.

Critical Acclaim

Reviews highlight the mountaintop play’s ability to blend humor, drama, and metaphysical elements,
creating a compelling narrative. Critics commend Hall’s writing for its authenticity and emotional
resonance, as well as the actors’ powerful performances.

Olivier Award for Best New Play (2010)1.

Broadway debut with renowned actors2.

Consistent critical acclaim for script and performances3.

Impact on Contemporary Theater

The mountaintop play has had a significant influence on modern theater, inspiring new works that
challenge traditional narratives and foreground diverse voices. Its fusion of historical context and
imaginative storytelling sets a precedent for other playwrights seeking to engage with social justice



themes.

Representation and Diversity

By focusing on the lived experiences and inner thoughts of Dr. King, the play contributes to greater
representation and diversity in theater. Katori Hall’s success has paved the way for more stories
from underrepresented communities.

Continued Relevance

The play’s exploration of leadership, activism, and unfinished business remains relevant today.
Productions of "The Mountaintop" frequently spark conversations about race, equality, and the
ongoing pursuit of justice, ensuring its continued importance in the theatrical canon.

Increased representation of Black playwrights and stories

Encourages dialogue on social justice in the arts

Remains a popular choice for educational and community theater

Frequently Asked Questions about The Mountaintop
Play

Q: What is the main plot of the mountaintop play?
A: The mountaintop play centers on Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s final night at the Lorraine Motel,
focusing on his interaction with a mysterious maid, Camae, and exploring themes of mortality,
legacy, and social justice.

Q: Who wrote The Mountaintop?
A: The mountaintop play was written by Katori Hall, an acclaimed American playwright.

Q: What are the major themes of the mountaintop play?
A: Major themes include legacy, mortality, the humanization of historical figures, social justice, and
the passing of leadership to future generations.



Q: When did The Mountaintop premiere?
A: The play premiered in 2009 at Theatre503 in London.

Q: Has The Mountaintop won any awards?
A: Yes, Katori Hall won the Olivier Award for Best New Play in 2010, among other honors.

Q: Who are the main characters in The Mountaintop?
A: The main characters are Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Camae, a mysterious motel maid.

Q: Why is the play called The Mountaintop?
A: The title references Dr. King’s "I've Been to the Mountaintop" speech, symbolizing hope, vision,
and the ongoing journey for justice.

Q: What makes The Mountaintop play unique?
A: Its combination of historical realism and supernatural elements, along with its intimate character
study, distinguishes The Mountaintop from other plays about Dr. King.

Q: Is The Mountaintop play suitable for educational purposes?
A: Yes, the play is widely used in educational settings to spark discussion about civil rights,
leadership, and social change.

Q: How does The Mountaintop impact contemporary theater?
A: The play has inspired greater diversity and representation in theater, encouraging new works that
address social justice and the complexity of historical figures.

The Mountaintop Play
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The Mountaintop Play: A Deep Dive into King's Final
Hours

Are you fascinated by the enigmatic life and legacy of Martin Luther King Jr.? Then prepare to be
captivated by Katori Hall's electrifying play, The Mountaintop. This post delves deep into this
powerful theatrical work, exploring its themes, characters, historical context, and enduring
relevance. We'll analyze its dramatic impact, examine its critical reception, and uncover why The
Mountaintop continues to resonate with audiences worldwide. Whether you're a seasoned theatre
aficionado or simply curious about this compelling piece, this comprehensive guide will provide a
rich understanding of its complexities and significance.

H2: A Fictionalized Account of a Pivotal Night

The Mountaintop isn't a historical documentary; it's a fictionalized account of the final night of
Martin Luther King Jr.'s life. Set in a Memphis motel room on April 3, 1968, the play dramatically
imagines a meeting between the iconic civil rights leader and a mysterious young woman, Camae.
While based on factual events leading up to his assassination, Hall's script takes creative liberties,
using theatrical license to explore the weight of King's legacy and the burden of his responsibilities.
The play isn't about presenting a strictly accurate historical narrative, but rather, utilizing a fictional
framework to delve into the emotional and spiritual landscape of King's final hours.

H2: Exploring the Characters: King and Camae

The play hinges on the complex relationship that develops between King and Camae. King, portrayed
as weary yet resolute, grapples with the immense pressures of the civil rights movement and his own
mortality. He’s not presented as an infallible saint but as a flawed, complex human being, wrestling
with doubts and fears while still striving for a better world.

Camae, on the other hand, is an enigmatic presence. Her role is multifaceted; she acts as a servant,
a confidante, and ultimately, a catalyst for self-reflection and spiritual awakening for King. The
dynamic between these two characters is electric, charged with unspoken tensions and a growing
sense of intimacy. The ambiguity surrounding Camae's identity adds another layer of intrigue to the
play, leaving much open to interpretation.

H3: The Significance of Camae's Character

The interpretation of Camae is crucial to understanding the play's central themes. Some see her as
an angel, a divine messenger preparing King for his death. Others view her as a manifestation of
King's own conscience or a representation of the marginalized communities he fought for.
Regardless of the interpretation, Camae serves as a powerful force, pushing King to confront his
mortality and the legacy he will leave behind.

H2: Themes Explored in The Mountaintop

The Mountaintop tackles a range of profound themes, including:

H3: The Weight of Leadership and Responsibility: The play powerfully portrays the immense
pressure and responsibility that came with King's position as a leader in the civil rights movement.



He's shown struggling with the moral dilemmas and the personal sacrifices required to fight for
justice.

H3: Faith, Doubt, and Mortality: King's spiritual journey is central to the narrative. He grapples with
his faith, his doubts, and the inevitability of death, adding a layer of emotional depth to his
character.

H3: The Struggle for Racial Equality: While not explicitly focusing on the events of the civil rights
movement, the play serves as a powerful reminder of the ongoing struggle for racial justice and
equality. King's words and actions implicitly carry the weight of this struggle.

H3: The Power of Prophecy and Premonition: The play incorporates elements of prophecy and
premonition, further enhancing its dramatic tension and leaving the audience contemplating the
inevitability of King's fate.

H2: Critical Reception and Impact

The Mountaintop has garnered significant critical acclaim since its premiere. Its bold portrayal of
King, its compelling dialogue, and its exploration of profound themes have resonated with audiences
and critics alike. The play's success speaks to its ability to engage with a contemporary audience
while retaining its historical significance. It has sparked numerous discussions and interpretations,
cementing its place as a significant contribution to contemporary theatre.

H2: Enduring Relevance

Despite being set in 1968, The Mountaintop remains strikingly relevant today. The themes it
explores – racial injustice, political activism, the burden of leadership, and the search for meaning in
the face of mortality – continue to resonate deeply in our current social and political climate. The
play serves as a powerful reminder of the ongoing struggle for equality and the importance of
continuing King's legacy of peace and justice.

Conclusion:

Katori Hall's The Mountaintop is more than just a historical drama; it's a powerful and moving
exploration of leadership, faith, and the enduring struggle for social justice. Its fictionalized account
of King's final hours allows for a deeper understanding of the man behind the icon, offering a
nuanced and compelling portrayal that continues to captivate and challenge audiences. The play's
enduring relevance ensures its continued discussion and analysis for generations to come.

FAQs:

1. Is The Mountaintop historically accurate? No, it's a fictionalized account, taking creative liberties
to explore King's internal struggles and the weight of his legacy.

2. Who plays the role of Martin Luther King Jr. in the most well-known productions? The casting of
King has varied across productions, but notable actors have portrayed him to great acclaim.

3. What is the significance of the motel room setting? The setting symbolizes isolation, vulnerability,
and the anticipation of the unknown, highlighting King’s personal struggle amidst his public role.



4. How does the play end? The ending is open to interpretation, but it evokes a sense of both tragedy
and hope, mirroring the complexities of King's life and legacy.

5. Where can I find a script or see a production of The Mountaintop? You can often find the script
online through theatrical licensing companies, and many theaters stage productions periodically.
Check local listings or online theatre databases.

  the mountaintop play: The Mountaintop Katori Hall, 2024-02-22 The Mountaintop is published
here as a Methuen Drama Student Edition, featuring notes and commentary by Harvey Young, Dean
of the College of Fine Arts, Boston University, USA. The introduction offers a discussion of key
themes including race, identity, politics, magical realism, one-act plays, historical figures and
martyrs. The night before his assassination, Martin Luther King, Jr. retires to room 306 in the
now-famous Lorraine Motel after giving an acclaimed speech to a massive church congregation.
When a mysterious young maid visits him to deliver a cup of coffee, King is forced to confront his
past and the future of his people. Portraying rhetoric, hope and ideals of social change, The
Mountaintop also explores being human in the face of inevitable death. The play is a dramatic feat of
daring originality, historical narration and triumphant compassion.
  the mountaintop play: The Mountaintop Katori Hall, 2011-09-22 Winner of the Olivier Award
for Best New Play 2009, The Mountaintop is a historical-fantastical two hander and portrays the
penultimate days in the life of Martin Luther King. The night before his assassination King retires to
room 306 in the now famous motel after giving an acclaimed speech to a massive church
congregation. When a mysterious young maid visits him to deliver a cup of coffee, King is forced to
confront his past and the future of his people. Katori Hall's award-winning play is heartbreaking,
humourous and breathtakingly powerful. A lively mood and hints of surrealism and fantasy is
combined with a clear-eyed view of the man behind the legend. She depicts King as a real and at
times flawed man, but nevertheless inspirational and capable of effecting momentous societal shifts.
This is a story which crosses continents, colour and generations, and remains as relevant today as it
was in the midst of the civil rights movement in 1968. Portraying rhetoric, hope and ideals of social
change, The Mountaintop also explores being human in the face of inevitable death. The play is a
dramatic feat of daring originality, historical narration and triumphant compassion.
  the mountaintop play: Memphis, Martin, and the Mountaintop Alice Faye Duncan,
2020-08-04 Coretta Scott King Illustrator Honor Book • School Library Journal Best Book of the Year
• Booklist Editors' Choice • Kirkus Reviews Best Children's Book • Booklist Top 10 Diverse Books for
Middle Grade or Older Readers • Chicago Public Library Best of the Best Books This award-winning
book will help kids understand the life and legacy of Civil Rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
★(A) history that everyone should know: required and inspired. —Kirkus Reviews This picture book
tells the story of a nine-year-old girl who in 1968 witnessed the Memphis sanitation strike - Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.'s final stand for justice before his assassination - when her father, a sanitation
worker, participated in the protest. In February 1968, two African American sanitation workers were
killed by unsafe equipment in Memphis, Tennessee. Outraged at the city's refusal to recognize a
labor union that would fight for higher pay and safer working conditions, sanitation workers went on
strike. The strike lasted two months, during which Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was called to help with
the protests. While his presence was greatly inspiring to the community, this unfortunately would be
his last stand for justice. He was assassinated in his Memphis hotel the day after delivering his I've
Been to the Mountaintop sermon in Mason Temple Church. Inspired by the memories of a teacher
who participated in the strike as a child, author Alice Faye Duncan reveals the story of the Memphis
sanitation strike from the perspective of a young girl with a riveting combination of poetry and
prose.
  the mountaintop play: I've Been to the Mountaintop Martin Luther King, Jr., 2023-10-17 A
beautiful commemorative edition of Dr. Martin Luther King's last speech I've Been to the



Mountaintop, part of Dr. King's archives published exclusively by HarperCollins. On April 3, 1963,
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. stood at the pulpit of Mason Temple in Memphis, Tennessee, and
delivered what would be his final speech. Voiced in support of the Memphis Sanitation Worker's
Strike, Dr. King's words continue to be powerful and relevant as workers continue to organize,
unionize, and strike across various industries today. Withstanding the test of time, this speech
serves as a galvanizing call to create and maintain unity among all people. This beautifully designed
hardcover edition presents Dr. King's speech in its entirety, paying tribute to this extraordinary
leader and his immeasurable contribution, and inspiring a new generation of activists dedicated to
carrying on the fight for justice and equality.
  the mountaintop play: Hurt Village Katori Hall, 2013 It's the end of a long summer in Hurt
Village, a housing project in Memphis, Tennessee. A government Hope Grant means relocation for
many of the project's residents, including Cookie, a thirteen-year-old aspiring rapper, along with her
mother, Crank, and great-grandmother, Big Mama. As the family prepares to move, Cookie's father,
Buggy, unexpectedly returns from a tour of duty in Iraq. Ravaged by the war, Buggy struggles to
find a position in his disintegrating community, along with a place in his daughter's wounded
heart.--Publisher description.
  the mountaintop play: The Mountaintop School for Dogs and Other Second Chances Ellen
Cooney, 2014 A novel of a young woman who, despite knowing nothing about animals, signs herself
up for dog training school at The Sanctuary, where she discovers that rescue can find even the most
hopeless among us and that friends come in all shapes, sizes, and breeds
  the mountaintop play: Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Julie Murray, 2016-12-15 Readers
will learn about Martin Luther King Jr., what he fought for, how he died, and why a memorial was
built in his honor. The title is complete with historical and modern images, bolded glossary terms, a
More Facts page, and a picture glossary. Aligned to Common Core Standards and correlated to state
standards. Abdo Kids Junior is an imprint of Abdo Kids, a division of ABDO.
  the mountaintop play: Hoodoo Love Katori Hall, 2009 Up-and-coming dramatist Rajiv Joseph
is an artist of original talent. --NY Times. Irresistibly odd and exciting...This darkly humorous drama
is Rajiv Joseph's most satisfying work. --NY Daily News. This wondrous strange two-hander finds as
much humor as
  the mountaintop play: My Uncle Martin's Words for America Angela Farris Watkins,
2015-08-04 In this inspirational story about Martin Luther King Jr.—told from the perspective of his
niece, Angela—readers learn how King used words of love and peace to effectively fight for African
Americans’ civil rights. The book focuses on words and phrases from King’s speeches, such as
justice, freedom and equality. Angela Farris Watkins, PhD demonstrates the importance of her
uncle’s language in bringing about changes during the Civil Rights Movement, from his “I Have a
Dream” speech to the peace march in Alabama. Including a timeline and a glossary, this stirring and
poignant book is a wonderful introduction to Martin Luther King Jr. and his powerful message of
nonviolence.
  the mountaintop play: Daddy Played the Blues Michael Garland, 2017-09-11 *Notable Social
Studies Trade Books Selection for Young People 2018* “I was six years old the day we left the farm
in Mississippi,” remembers Cassie in this richly textured picture book. “Between the boll weevils, the
floods, and the landlord, there was no way a family could scratch out a living there anymore.”
Packing themselves into an old jalopy—with Daddy, Uncle Vern, and Mama in the front seat and
Cassie and her two brothers in the back—they joined the Great Migration from the impoverished
Deep South to Chicago, where there was work to be had in the stockyards. Across the kids’ laps lay
Daddy’s prized possession, a six-string guitar. Daddy worked hard to put food on the table, but what
he really loved was playing the blues. This evocative tale of the African-American odyssey in search
of a better life is also a homage to the uniquely American music that developed from African music
and American spirituals, work songs, and folk ballads. In the book’s backmatter, Garland relates how
he first heard and fell in love with blues music, beginning a lifelong fandom. Portraits and thumbnail
biographies of great blues musicians and landmark songs complete this tribute to the great



American music and the yearnings that produced it. Fountas & Pinnell Level S
  the mountaintop play: Katori Hall Plays One Katori Hall, 2013-10-28 An important new voice
for African-American theatre, Katori Hall explores the lives of black and often invisible Americans
with vivid language, dynamic narratives and richly textured characterisation. Hoodoo Love is Hall's
debut play, a tale of love, magic, jealousy and secrets in 1930s Memphis, written in vivid language
which captures the spirit of the Blues. Saturday Night/Sunday Morning is set in a Memphis beauty
shop/boarding house during the final days of WWII. Rich with humor and history, it is a story about
friendship and finding love in unexpected places. Winner of the Olivier Award for Best New Play
2009, The Mountaintop is a historical-fantastical two hander, portraying the penultimate day in the
life of Martin Luther King. Hurt Village won the 2011 Susan Smith Blackburn Prize. Set in a real-life
Memphis housing project, it explores in vivid and at times brutal detail a long-lasting legacy of drug
abuse, child abuse, crime, and self-hatred within a poor, working-class, multi-generational Black
family. This first collection of Katori Hall's dramatic works demonstrate her unique voice for the
theatre, which is visceral, passionate and energetic. Hall portrays disenfranchised portions of
society with fearless humanity and startling accomplishment.
  the mountaintop play: The Essential Martin Luther King, Jr. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
2013-08-20 A collection of the most well-known and treasured writings and speeches of Dr. King,
available for the first time as an ebook The Essential Martin Luther King, Jr. is the ultimate
collection of Dr. King's most inspirational and transformative speeches and sermons, accessibly
available for the first time as an ebook. Here, in Dr. King's own words, are writings that reveal an
intellectual struggle and growth as fierce and alive as any chronicle of his political life could possibly
be. Included amongst the twenty selections are Dr. King's most influential and persuasive works
such as I Have a Dream and Letter from Birmingham Jail but also the essay Pilgrimage to
Nonviolence, and his last sermon I See the Promised Land, preached the day before he was
assassinated. Published in honor of the 50th anniversary of the 1963 March on Washington for Jobs
and Freedom, The Essential Martin Luther King, Jr. includes twenty selections that celebrate the
life's work of our most visionary thinkers. Collectively, they bring us Dr. King in many
roles—philosopher, theologian, orator, essayist, and author—and further cement the most powerful
and enduring words of a man who touched the conscience of the nation and world.
  the mountaintop play: A Time to Break Silence Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 2013-11-05 The
first collection of King’s essential writings for high school students and young people A Time to
Break Silence presents Martin Luther King, Jr.'s most important writings and speeches—carefully
selected by teachers across a variety of disciplines—in an accessible and user-friendly volume. Now,
for the first time, teachers and students will be able to access Dr. King's writings not only
electronically but in stand-alone book form. Arranged thematically in five parts, the collection
includes nineteen selections and is introduced by award-winning author Walter Dean Myers.
Included are some of Dr. King’s most well-known and frequently taught classic works, including
“Letter from Birmingham Jail” and “I Have a Dream,” as well as lesser-known pieces such as “The
Sword that Heals” and “What Is Your Life’s Blueprint?” that speak to issues young people face today.
  the mountaintop play: Martin Rising Andrea Davis Pinkney, Brian Pinkney, 2018-01-02 “A
powerful celebration of Martin Luther King Jr., set against the last few months of his life and written
in verse” (School Library Journal). Martin Rising is a stunning, poetic presentation of the final
months of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s life—told in a rich embroidery of visions, color, musical cadence,
deep emotion, and multiple layers of meaning. Against a backdrop of the sanitation workers’ strike
in Memphis, Tennessee, the book builds to its rousing crescendo as King delivers his “I’ve Been to
the Mountaintop” speech—where his life’s commitment to peaceful activism and his dream of
equality ascend to their highest peak. The Pinkneys’ powerful and spiritual look at King’s legacy
celebrates the courage and moral conviction of a man who changed the course of history forever.
And even in the face of searing tragedy, he continues to inspire, transform, and elevate all of us who
share his dream. Praise for Martin Rising A Washington Post Best Book of the Year A Kirkus Reviews
Best Book of the Year A New York Public Library Best Book of the Year A School Library Journal



Best Book of the Year “Unique and remarkable.” —Publishers Weekly, starred review “Each poem
trembles under the weight of the story it tells . . . Martin Rising packs an emotional wallop and, in
perfect homage, soars when read aloud.” —Booklist, starred review
  the mountaintop play: She Explores Gale Straub, 2019-03-26 For every woman who has ever
been called outdoorsy comes a collection of stories that inspires unforgettable adventure. Beautiful,
empowering, and exhilarating, She Explores is a spirited celebration of female bravery and courage,
and an inspirational companion for any woman who wants to travel the world on her own terms.
Combining breathtaking travel photography with compelling personal narratives, She Explores
shares the stories of 40 diverse women on unforgettable journeys in nature: women who live out of
vans, trucks, and vintage trailers, hiking the wild, cooking meals over campfires, and sleeping under
the stars. Women biking through the countryside, embarking on an unknown road trip, or
backpacking through the outdoors with their young children in tow. Complementing the narratives
are practical tips and advice for women planning their own trips, including: • Preparing for a solo
hike • Must-haves for a road-trip kitchen • Planning ahead for unknown territory • Telling your own
story A visually stunning and emotionally satisfying collection for any woman craving new
landscapes and adventure.
  the mountaintop play: Alaina and the Great Play Eloise Greenfield, Colin Bootman,
2021-05-10 Join in with Alaina, and her imagination, as she anticipates and prepares for her role as a
kindergartner thanking an audience at an elementary school play. With the guileless wonder, the
innocence, of a little girl, Alaina is profoundly changed by the performance. As she falls in love with
the art of live theater, her enthusiasm lands her centerstage. But when I opened my mouth, the right
words didn't come out. I was too excited to say that little speech. It wasn't good enough for that
great play, so...
  the mountaintop play: A Call to Conscience Clayborne Carson, Kris Shepard, 2002-01-01
This collection includes the text of Dr. King's best-known oration, I Have a Dream, his acceptance
speech for the Nobel Peace Prize, and Beyond Vietnam, a compelling argument for ending the
ongoing conflict. Each speech has an insightful introduction on the current relevance of Dr. King's
words by such renowned defenders of civil rights as Rosa Parks, the Dalai Lama, and Ambassador
Andrew Young, among others.
  the mountaintop play: Born on a Mountaintop Bob Thompson, 2013-03-05 Pioneer.
Congressman. Martyr of the Alamo. King of the Wild Frontier. As with all great legends, Davy
Crockett's has been retold many times. Over the years, he has been repeatedly reinvented by
historians and popular storytellers. In Born on a Mountaintop, Bob Thompson combines the stories
of the real hero and his Disney-enhanced afterlife as he delves deep into our love for an American
icon. In the road-trip tradition of Sarah Vowell and Tony Horwitz, Thompson follows Crockett's
footsteps from his birthplace in east Tennessee to Washington, where he served three terms in
Congress, and on to Texas and the gates of the Alamo, seeking out those who know, love, and are
still willing to fight over Davy's life and legacy. Born on a Mountaintop is more than just a bold new
biography of one of the great American heroes. Thompson's rich mix of scholarship, reportage,
humor, and exploration of modern Crockett landscapes bring Davy Crockett's impact on the
American imagination vividly to life.
  the mountaintop play: Tennessee Williams John Lahr, 2014-09-25 SHORTLISTED FOR THE
2014 NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FOR NONFICTION The definitive biography of America's most
impassioned and lyrical twentieth-century playwright from acclaimed theatre critic John Lahr 'A
masterpiece about a genius' Helen Mirren 'Riveting ... masterful' Sunday Times, Books of the Year
On 31 March 1945, at The Playhouse Theatre on Forty-Eight Street the curtain rose on the opening
night of The Glass Menagerie. Tennessee Williams, the show's thirty-four-year-old playwright, sat
hunched in an aisle seat, looking, according to one paper, 'like a farm boy in his Sunday best'. The
Broadway premiere, which had been heading for disaster, closed to an astonishing twenty-four
curtain calls and became an instant sell-out. Beloved by an American public, Tennessee Williams's
work – blood hot and personal – pioneered, as Arthur Miller declared, 'a revolution' in American



theatre. Tracing Williams's turbulent moral and psychological shifts, acclaimed theatre critic John
Lahr sheds new light on the man and his work, as well as the America his plays helped to define.
Williams created characters so large that they have become part of American folklore: Blanche,
Stanley, Big Daddy, Brick, Amanda and Laura transcend their stories, haunting us with their fierce,
flawed lives. Similarly, Williams himself swung high and low in his single-minded pursuit of
greatness. Lahr shows how Williams's late-blooming homosexual rebellion, his struggle against
madness, his grief-struck relationships with his combustible father, prim and pious mother and 'mad'
sister Rose, victim to one of the first lobotomies in America, became central themes in his drama.
Including Williams's poems, stories, journals and private correspondence in his discussion of the
work – posthumously Williams has been regarded as one of the best letter writers of his day – Lahr
delivers an astoundingly sensitive and lively reassessment of one of America's greatest dramatists.
Tennessee Williams: Mad Pilgrimage of the Flesh is the long-awaited, definitive life and a
masterpiece of the biographer's art.
  the mountaintop play: "All Labor Has Dignity" Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 2012-01-10 An
unprecedented and timely collection of Dr. King’s speeches on labor rights and economic justice
Covering all the civil rights movement highlights--Montgomery, Albany, Birmingham, Selma,
Chicago, and Memphis--award-winning historian Michael K. Honey introduces and traces Dr. King's
dream of economic equality. Gathered in one volume for the first time, the majority of these
speeches will be new to most readers. The collection begins with King's lectures to unions in the
1960s and includes his addresses made during his Poor People's Campaign, culminating with his
momentous Mountaintop speech, delivered in support of striking black sanitation workers in
Memphis. Unprecedented and timely, All Labor Has Dignity will more fully restore our
understanding of King's lasting vision of economic justice, bringing his demand for equality right
into the present.
  the mountaintop play: Greg and the Cheat Sheets Thalia Wiggins, 2012-01-01 In Greg and the
Cheat Sheet, Greg McNair works hard at school, at home, and in the community. In fact, he's earned
the nickname Greg the Good for his helpful, honest behavior! School is starting and Greg has
studied hard enough to skip a grade--now he's in the same class as his cousin James. Greg knew
jumping into sixth grade would be tough, but he didn't think he'd be failing in the first week! James
isn't doing so well either. When James hears about a guy who sells cheat sheets, he sets out to find
him and take the easy way to an A. Will Greg follow James's lead and cheat? Or will he continue to
make good choices and study to earn his grade? Aligned to Common Core Standards and correlated
to state standards. Calico is an imprint of Magic Wagon, a division of ABDO.
  the mountaintop play: Emma's New Beginning Jessica Gunderson, 2015-08 In 1910
eleven-year-old Emma and her ethnically German family immigrate to America from Russia to escape
poverty and tyranny, but on her journey she encounters hardships on the overcrowded ship,
inspection at Ellis Island, and the struggle to reunite with her father and brother in North Dakota.
  the mountaintop play: A Stone of Hope David L. Chappell, 2009-12-07 The civil rights
movement was arguably the most successful social movement in American history. In a provocative
new assessment of its success, David Chappell argues that the story of civil rights is not a story of
the ultimate triumph of liberal ideas after decades of gradual progress. Rather, it is a story of the
power of religious tradition. Chappell reconsiders the intellectual roots of civil rights reform,
showing how northern liberals' faith in the power of human reason to overcome prejudice was at
odds with the movement's goal of immediate change. Even when liberals sincerely wanted change,
they recognized that they could not necessarily inspire others to unite and fight for it. But the
prophetic tradition of the Old Testament--sometimes translated into secular language--drove African
American activists to unprecedented solidarity and self-sacrifice. Martin Luther King Jr., Fannie Lou
Hamer, James Lawson, Modjeska Simkins, and other black leaders believed, as the Hebrew prophets
believed, that they had to stand apart from society and instigate dramatic changes to force an
unwilling world to abandon its sinful ways. Their impassioned campaign to stamp out the sin of
segregation brought the vitality of a religious revival to their cause. Meanwhile, segregationists



found little support within their white southern religious denominations. Although segregationists
outvoted and outgunned black integrationists, the segregationists lost, Chappell concludes, largely
because they did not have a religious commitment to their cause.
  the mountaintop play: The Priory Michael Wynne, 2014-09-04 A few friends. People we like.
No craziness. The days of a big blow out are over.Kate is delighted when she finds a house in the
country to escape to for New Year's Eve. Gathering together a select group of her closest friends,
she is keen to start the coming year afresh. But successful, stressed-out thirtysomethings in search
of a good time can make for one very fearsome party . . . and some surprising resolutions.Michael
Wynne's The Priory premiered at the Royal Court Theatre, London, in November 2009.
  the mountaintop play: Riding to Washington Gwenyth Swain, 2011-09-01 Janie is not exactly
sure why her daddy is riding a bus from Indianapolis to Washington, D.C. She knows why she has to
go-to stay out of her mother's way, especially with the twins now teething. But Daddy wants to hear
a man named Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. speak and, to keep out of trouble, Janie is sent along. Riding
the bus with them is a mishmash of people, black and white, young and old. They seem very different
from Janie. As the bus travels across cities and farm fields to its historic destination, Janie sees
firsthand the injustices that many others are made to endure. She begins to realize that she's not so
different from the other riders and that, as young as she is, her actions can affect change.Though
fiction, Riding to Washington is a very personal story for Gwenyth Swain as both her father and
grandfather rode to Washington, D.C., to participate in the 1963 civil rights march on the nation's
capital. Ms. Swain's other books include Chig and the Second Spread and I Wonder As I Wander.
She lives in St. Paul, Minnesota. Artist David Geister has entertained audiences for years with his
costumed portrayals of historic characters from the nineteenth century, and his artwork reflects his
interest in history and dramatic storytelling. Riding to Washington is his third title with Sleeping
Bear Press. David lives in Minneapolis, Minnesota.
  the mountaintop play: Magnificent Homespun Brown: A Celebration Samara Cole Doyon,
2020-01-07 Coretta Scott King 2021 Honoree A winner of the ILA 2021 Children’s and Young Adults’
Book Awards in the fiction category. NCSS 2021 Notable Social Studies Book Maine Lupine Award
Winner A CBC Recommended Book • A School Library Journal Best Book of the Year A New York
Public Library Best Picture Book of 2020 Kirkus Starred Review PW Starred Review School Library
Journal Starred Review Told by a succession of exuberant young narrators, Magnificent Homespun
Brown is a story -- a song, a poem, a celebration -- about feeling at home in one’s own beloved skin.
With vivid illustrations by Kaylani Juanita, Samara Cole Doyon sings a carol for the plenitude that
surrounds us and the self each of us is meant to inhabit.
  the mountaintop play: Ruth and Green Book Calvin Alexander Ramsey, Gwen Strauss,
2013-11-01 The picture book inspiration for the Academy Award-winning film The Green Book Ruth
was so excited to take a trip in her family's new car! In the early 1950s, few African Americans could
afford to buy cars, so this would be an adventure. But she soon found out that Black travelers
weren't treated very well in some towns. Many hotels and gas stations refused service to Black
people. Daddy was upset about something called Jim Crow laws . . . Finally, a friendly attendant at a
gas station showed Ruth's family The Green Book. It listed all of the places that would welcome
Black travelers. With this guidebook—and the kindness of strangers—Ruth could finally make a safe
journey from Chicago to her grandma's house in Alabama. Ruth's story is fiction, but The Green
Book and its role in helping a generation of African American travelers avoid some of the indignities
of Jim Crow are historical fact.
  the mountaintop play: Missing Mountains Kristin Johannsen, Bobbie Ann Mason, Mary Ann
Taylor-Hall, 2005 This book deals with a subject of the gravest importance---the destruction of the
Earth. Kentucky's mountains and the creatures who live there are being devastated by the
coal-mining technique known as mountaintop removal.
  the mountaintop play: Our Lady of Kibeho Katori Hall, 2015-01-01 THE STORY: In 1981, a
village girl in Rwanda claims to see the Virgin Mary. She is denounced by her superiors and
ostracized by her schoolmates—until impossible happenings begin to appear to all. Skepticism gives



way to fear, causing upheaval in the school community and beyond. Based on real events, OUR LADY
OF KIBEHO is an exploration of faith, doubt, and the power and consequences of both.
  the mountaintop play: Cost of Living (TCG Edition) Martyna Majok, 2018-10-23 “Immensely
haunting… The first of many great things about Martyna Majok’s Cost of Living… is the way it slams
the door on uplifting stereotypes… Ms. Majok has engineered her plot to lead naturally to moments
of intense and complicated pungency… If you don’t find yourself in someone in Cost of Living, you’re
not looking.” —Jesse Green, New York Times Winner of the 2018 Pulitzer Prize for Drama, Cost of
Living deftly challenges the typical perceptions of those living with disabilities and delves deep into
the ways class, race, nationality, and wealth can create gulfs between people, even as they long for
the ability to connect. Eddie, an unemployed truck driver, and his estranged ex-wife, Ani, find
themselves unexpectedly reunited after a terrible accident leaves her quadriplegic. John, a brilliant
PhD student with cerebral palsy, hires Jess, a first-generation recent graduate who has fallen on
desperate times, as his new aide.
  the mountaintop play: Just Call Me Joe Frieda Wishinsky, 2003-10-01 The year is 1909 and
Joseph has just immigrated to the United States from Russia. He thinks that life in New York City
will be wonderful, but he has not bargained for the challenges of learning English and of resisting
the pressures to skip school, steal and fight to earn a place among the boys in his neighbourhood.
Just Call Me Joe presents a full picture of life in New York City for the working poor. Anna, Joe's
older sister, struggles to cope with the terrible factory conditions of the time. Aunt Sophie must take
in boarders to make ends meet. And Joseph must both accept change and remain true to himself in a
new city with new challenges.
  the mountaintop play: The Plot to Kill King William F. Pepper, 2016-06-21 Bestselling
author, James Earl Ray’s defense attorney, and, later, lawyer for the King family William Pepper
reveals who actually killed MLK. William Pepper was James Earl Ray’s lawyer in the trial for the
murder of Martin Luther King Jr., and even after Ray’s conviction and death, Pepper continues to
adamantly argue Ray’s innocence. This myth-shattering exposé is a revised, updated, and heavily
expanded volume of Pepper’s original bestselling and critically acclaimed book Orders to Kill, with
twenty-six years of additional research included. The result reveals dramatic new details of the night
of the murder, the trial, and why Ray was chosen to take the fall for an evil conspiracy—a
government-sanctioned assassination of our nation’s greatest leader. The plan, according to Pepper,
was for a team of United States Army Special Forces snipers to kill King, but just as they were
taking aim, a backup civilian assassin pulled the trigger. In The Plot to Kill King, Pepper shares the
evidence and testimonies that prove that Ray was a fall guy chosen by those who viewed King as a
dangerous revolutionary. His findings make the book one of the most important of our time—the
uncensored story of the murder of an American hero that contains disturbing revelations about the
obscure inner-workings of our government and how it continues, even today, to obscure the truth.
  the mountaintop play: You Can Make Changes Connie Colwell Miller, 2019-08 In this
illustrated choose-your-own-ending book, Yusra must choose between asking for help rebuilding her
neighborhood park or ignoring the problem. Readers make choices for Yusra and read what happens
next, with each story path leading to different consequences. Includes four different endings and
discussion questions.
  the mountaintop play: Coal Country Shirley Stewart Burns, Mari-Lynn Evans, Silas House,
2009 An illustrated chronicle of the growing protest movement against mountaintop removal mining
(MTR) of coal in Appalachia, including essays, commentary, and oral histories.
  the mountaintop play: Feelings I Love to Share Wade Hudson, 2009-04 I n this engaging
multicultural series, see, feel and explore the world of irresistible youngsters from different cultural
backgrounds as they share people, places and things that are important to them. Feelings I Love to
Share explores the many feelings youngsters experience: among them happiness, sadness,
disappointment, boredom and sheer joy-all feelings that help them learn and grow. This delightful
title will resonate with children everywhere.
  the mountaintop play: Bootycandy Robert O'Hara, 2014-12-31 Robert O'Hara's



semi-biographical subversive comedy exploded onto the New York theatre-scene with a critically
lauded production at Playwrights Horizons. Bootycandy tells the story of Sutter, who is on an
outrageous odyssey through his childhood home, his church, dive bars, motel rooms, and even
nursing homes. O'Hara weaves together scenes, sermons, sketches, and daring meta-theatrics to
create a kaleidoscope that interconnects to portray growing up gay and black. Robert O'Hara's
uproarious satire crashes headlong into the murky terrain of pain and pleasure and...
BOOTYCANDY.
  the mountaintop play: Hacking Engagement James Alan Sturtevant, 2016-09-30 Are you
ready to engage learners like never before? Student engagement is the key to success for every
teacher, and this is your engagement strategy blueprint. Boring lessons and assignments will
disappear forever when you learn to build student avatars, banish blandness, ride the podcast tide,
and become a total engagement guru. Many students are bored and disengaged Teachers are
handcuffed by outdated textbooks, standardized curriculum, and disinterested students. What if you
could solve these problems immediately and excite even your most reluctant learner daily? Read it
Today and Engage tomorrow! 33-year veteran teacher, author, presenter, and engagement guru
James Alan Sturtevant makes it easy, with incredible teacher tips and tools for both the veteran and
student teacher--50 engagement tools that you can begin using right now, with no special training or
boring professional development. Easily rebrand your class and connect with all students Are you
the teacher students hate? Do kids groan when they walk into your classroom? Engaging learners is
all about connecting and making education fun. With Sturtevant's education tips and creative
teaching tools, students will rebrand you and your class as their favorites. Best of all, they'll engage
with every lesson you teach, every single day! 50 Tips and Tools Unlike other education books that
weigh you down with archaic research and impossible-to-implement strategies, Hacking
Engagement, the 7th book in the popular Hack Learning Series, provides 50 unique, exciting, and
actionable tips and tools that you can apply right now. And there's something here for every
teacher--no matter what grade or subject you teach. Try one of these amazing engagement
strategies tomorrow: Engage the Enraged Create Celebrity Couple Nicknames Hash out a Hashtag
Empower Students to Help You Uncover Your Biases Avoid the Great War on Yoga Pants Let Your
Freak Flag Fly Become a Proponent of the Exponent Trade Blah, Blah, Blah for Zen Transform Your
Class into a Focus Group Commit to Engagement Try at least one tip or tool now and witness an
amazing transformation in your classroom and school. Are you ready to engage? Scroll up and grab
your copy of Hacking Engagement now.
  the mountaintop play: Conrad Saves Pinger Park Carvin Winans, 2010-04 When the city
announces plans to replace young Conrad's beloved Pinger Park with apartment buildings, Conrad
uses his creativity and resourcefulness to help save it for himself and the many others who enjoy it.
  the mountaintop play: Ten Acrobats In An Amazing Leap Of Faith Yussef El Guindi,
2018-02-15 What if Neil Simon wrote a lovable comedy about a Muslim-American family trying to
hold itself together amidst the misunderstandings that run amuck and the comedy that ensues when
the generations collide? It would probably resemble something like the surprisingly enjoyable,
charming and oftentimes hilarious TEN ACROBATS IN AN AMAZING LEAP OF FAITH. Fabrizio O
Almeida, New City Chicago With TEN ACROBATS IN AN AMAZING LEAP OF FAITH, playwright
Yussef El Guindi takes the genre (of the immigrant experience) to a new place--the Arab-American
experience post September 11, 2001. With humor, passion and a lovely touch of whimsy, he's
created a theatrical experience that's not to be missed. Louis Weisberg, CFP El Guindi's engrossing
play...finds a workable balance between sharp humor and head-banging angst, which shapes his
story effectively. Mary Houlihan, Chicago Sun-Times Woven into this complicated family drama are
scenes of delightful humor. Humanity is the substance that ties not only all of the characters
together but also binds the audience to them. This play beautifully serves the purposes of drama,
comedy, the artistic theatrical process and, perhaps most importantly, demystifying the hate that
comes from fear of unknown cultures. Venus Zarris, Gay Chicago Magazine The drama comes from
an emotionally vivid story that captures a world of anger, joy, love and frustration as it plays out in a



Muslim-American family. The appeal lies in Guindi's ability to transcend ethnicity while still writing a
rich depiction of a Muslim family... The emotional difficulties could belong to any family of any (or
no) religion... Smart, challenging, poignant, whimsical and at times, delightfully silly. Catey Sullivan,
Pioneer Press
  the mountaintop play: The Holy Man Susan Trott, 1996-04-01 They came from far and wide
to see the Holy Man, to find new direction in their lives. They walked away freed from everyday
anxiety and forever changed by simple words of wisdom so powerful, yet so universal, that their
stories are an inspiration to us all. The Holy Man, an acclaimed national bestseller and beautiful
piece of inspirational fiction, is a warm and witty collection of modern fables reflecting on the human
search for happiness.
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