
the divided union 1863

the divided union 1863 marks a pivotal chapter in American history, highlighting the deep fractures

and intense conflict that defined the United States during the Civil War. As the nation grappled with

issues of slavery, states’ rights, and political power, 1863 emerged as a watershed year filled with

monumental battles, transformative legislation, and critical turning points. This article delves into the

causes and consequences of the division, the key events of 1863, influential figures, and the lasting

impact on American society. Whether you are a student, educator, or history enthusiast, you’ll find a

comprehensive exploration of how the divided union in 1863 shaped the future of the United States.

Read on to discover the main causes of the conflict, significant military campaigns, the role of

leadership, and the societal changes that followed this historic period.
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The Historical Context of the Divided Union 1863

By 1863, the United States was deeply embroiled in the Civil War, a conflict driven by contrasting

visions for the nation’s future. The division between the North and South was rooted in decades of

disagreement over slavery, economic policies, and federal authority. The Union, representing the

northern states, sought to preserve the nation and abolish slavery, while the Confederacy, comprised

of southern states, fought to maintain their autonomy and protect the institution of slavery. The year

1863 was especially significant, as both sides faced mounting casualties, shifting public opinion, and

the challenge of sustaining momentum in a protracted war.

During this period, the divided union was not merely a matter of military lines, but also a reflection of

deep societal and political rifts. Cities and communities were torn apart, families were divided, and the

question of national identity was at the forefront. The fractured nation experienced transformative

events that would ultimately determine the outcome of the Civil War and the future of American

democracy.

Major Causes of Division in 1863

Slavery and States’ Rights

The primary catalyst for division in 1863 was the contentious issue of slavery. Southern states relied

heavily on slave labor for their agricultural economies, while the North increasingly opposed the

expansion of slavery into new territories. This fundamental disagreement led to the secession of

eleven southern states and the formation of the Confederate States of America. States’ rights also

played a crucial role, as southern leaders demanded autonomy from federal mandates, particularly

those threatening their social and economic systems.

Economic Disparities

The industrialized North and the agrarian South developed distinct economic models, which fueled



further division. The North’s manufacturing sector benefited from a diversified economy and a growing

immigrant workforce, while the South remained dependent on cash crops such as cotton and tobacco.

These economic disparities influenced political alliances, resource allocation, and the ability to sustain

prolonged military campaigns.

Political Polarization

In 1863, political polarization reached new heights. The election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860, on a

platform opposing the spread of slavery, triggered southern secession. Throughout the Civil War, both

Union and Confederate governments faced internal dissent, with leaders struggling to balance military

needs and public opinion. Radical factions within each camp pushed for more extreme measures,

further deepening the divide.

Key Battles and Military Strategies of 1863

The Battle of Gettysburg

The Battle of Gettysburg, fought from July 1 to July 3, 1863, stands as one of the most significant

military engagements of the Civil War. This clash marked a turning point, halting the Confederate

invasion of the North and resulting in staggering casualties on both sides. Union victory at Gettysburg

boosted morale and shifted the strategic momentum in favor of the North, while the Confederacy

suffered irreversible losses.

The Siege of Vicksburg

Simultaneously, the Union achieved another decisive victory with the Siege of Vicksburg, which

culminated on July 4, 1863. By capturing this vital stronghold on the Mississippi River, Union forces

effectively split the Confederacy in two and gained control over crucial supply lines. The success at

Vicksburg, coupled with Gettysburg, marked the beginning of the end for the divided union’s southern



resistance.

Military Innovations and Tactics

1863 saw the implementation of new military strategies and technologies. Both sides adopted trench

warfare, improved artillery, and more coordinated troop movements. Leadership by generals such as

Ulysses S. Grant and Robert E. Lee played a pivotal role in shaping battlefield outcomes and the

overall trajectory of the war.

Significant use of railroads for troop and supply transport

Introduction of ironclad warships

Expansion of telegraph communication

Increased reliance on conscription and volunteer enlistment

The Emancipation Proclamation and Its Impact

Issuance and Objectives

On January 1, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, declaring that

all slaves in Confederate-held territory were to be freed. While its immediate effect was limited to

regions outside Union control, the proclamation transformed the character of the war, aligning it with

the cause of human freedom.



International Repercussions

The Emancipation Proclamation had significant diplomatic ramifications. By formally committing the

Union to ending slavery, Lincoln discouraged European powers from supporting the Confederacy. The

moral clarity of the Union’s cause increased international sympathy and isolated the South

diplomatically.

Social and Military Effects

The proclamation also altered the composition of Union forces, as thousands of formerly enslaved

individuals and African American volunteers joined the fight. Their participation bolstered Union ranks

and underscored the war’s new humanitarian objectives.

Political Leadership and Decisions in 1863

Abraham Lincoln’s Administration

President Abraham Lincoln’s leadership was instrumental in navigating the divided union through the

tumult of 1863. Lincoln balanced the demands of war, political opposition, and the need for unity. His

speeches, including the Gettysburg Address delivered in November 1863, reinforced the ideals of

liberty and national purpose.

Confederate Leadership

Jefferson Davis, President of the Confederacy, faced mounting challenges in sustaining southern

resistance. Internal divisions, resource shortages, and increasing desertions put pressure on

Confederate leadership. Davis struggled to maintain cohesion among the states and secure foreign

recognition, which never materialized.



Congressional Actions

Both the U.S. Congress and the Confederate legislature enacted measures to mobilize resources and

manage the war effort. The Union passed the Conscription Act and expanded its financial

infrastructure, while the Confederacy implemented policies to address shortages and enforce military

service. These legislative decisions shaped the conduct and outcome of the divided union in 1863.

Societal Changes and Civilian Life During the War

Economic Hardships

Civilian populations faced significant upheaval during the divided union of 1863. Widespread inflation,

food shortages, and disrupted trade affected both North and South. Southern communities bore the

brunt of blockades and invasions, while northern cities adapted to wartime production and labor

demands.

Women’s Roles and Contributions

Women played an increasingly vital role, stepping into positions vacated by men and serving as

nurses, teachers, and laborers. Their contributions were essential in maintaining households,

supporting war efforts, and advancing causes such as abolition and suffrage.

Social Upheaval and Resistance

The war accelerated social change, particularly in areas under Union occupation. Formerly enslaved

people sought education, employment, and family reunification. However, resistance to change

persisted, with draft riots and political dissent illustrating the ongoing challenges of forging unity in a

divided nation.



Legacy of the Divided Union 1863

Long-term Political Impact

The events of 1863 set the stage for the eventual reunification of the United States and the abolition of

slavery. Constitutional amendments, such as the Thirteenth Amendment, emerged from the conflict,

fundamentally transforming American law and society.

Enduring Social and Cultural Effects

The divided union left lasting scars and shaped the nation’s collective memory. Reconstruction,

reconciliation, and debates over civil rights continued for generations. The sacrifices and struggles of

1863 remain central to understanding America’s journey toward equality and unity.

Commemoration and Historical Significance

Monuments, literature, and educational curricula commemorate the divided union and its turning points

in 1863. The period is studied for its lessons on leadership, resilience, and the costs of division,

serving as a reminder of the importance of unity in the face of adversity.

Questions & Answers about the Divided Union 1863

Q: What were the main causes of the divided union in 1863?

A: The primary causes included disputes over slavery, states' rights, economic differences between the

North and South, and political polarization following the election of Abraham Lincoln.



Q: Why was the year 1863 considered a turning point in the Civil

War?

A: 1863 saw major Union victories at Gettysburg and Vicksburg, the issuance of the Emancipation

Proclamation, and significant shifts in public opinion and military strategy.

Q: How did the Emancipation Proclamation affect the divided union?

A: It redefined the war’s purpose to include the abolition of slavery, encouraged African American

enlistment in the Union army, and discouraged foreign intervention on behalf of the Confederacy.

Q: What role did Abraham Lincoln play during the divided union of

1863?

A: Lincoln provided critical leadership, managed political and military challenges, and articulated

national ideals through speeches like the Gettysburg Address.

Q: How did civilian life change during the divided union in 1863?

A: Civilians endured economic hardships, food shortages, and social upheaval. Women took on new

roles, and formerly enslaved individuals pursued freedom and opportunity.

Q: What were the consequences of the Battle of Gettysburg?

A: The Union victory at Gettysburg halted the Confederate advance into the North and marked a

strategic turning point in favor of the Union.



Q: How did the divided union in 1863 influence later American

history?

A: It led to the abolition of slavery, set the stage for Reconstruction, and influenced ongoing struggles

for civil rights and national unity.

Q: Did foreign nations intervene during the divided union of 1863?

A: While the Confederacy sought foreign recognition, European powers refrained from direct

intervention, partly due to the Union’s stance on slavery after the Emancipation Proclamation.

Q: What technological advancements were used during the divided

union in 1863?

A: Advancements included railroads for transport, ironclad ships, improved artillery, and telegraph

systems for communication.

Q: What is the legacy of the divided union 1863 in modern America?

A: The legacy includes ongoing discussions about race, equality, federal authority, and the importance

of unity in times of national crisis.
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The Divided Union 1863: A Nation Torn Apart

The year is 1863. The American Civil War, a brutal conflict born from irreconcilable differences,
rages on. Forget the romanticized images of valiant soldiers; this was a nation grappling with its
own self-destruction, a nation fractured along lines of slavery, states' rights, and deeply ingrained
societal divisions. This post delves into the crucial year of 1863, exploring the pivotal battles,
political maneuvering, and societal shifts that defined this pivotal moment in American history. We'll
examine the challenges faced by both the Union and the Confederacy, revealing the complex
tapestry of events that shaped the eventual outcome of the war.

1863: A Turning Point in the Civil War

1863 marked a significant turning point in the American Civil War. While the conflict had already
raged for two years, this year witnessed events that irrevocably shifted the balance of power in favor
of the Union. The Confederacy, despite early successes, faced mounting challenges that would
ultimately lead to its downfall.

#### The Gettysburg Campaign and Vicksburg Siege: Decisive Victories for the Union

The summer of 1863 saw two crucial battles that drastically altered the trajectory of the war:
Gettysburg and Vicksburg. The Battle of Gettysburg, fought from July 1st to 3rd, is widely
considered the war's turning point. The Confederate invasion of the North was decisively repelled,
shattering the hopes of a Confederate victory on Union soil. Simultaneously, the Siege of Vicksburg,
culminating in the city's surrender on July 4th, granted the Union control of the Mississippi River,
effectively splitting the Confederacy in two. These twin victories boosted Union morale and
significantly weakened the Confederate war effort.

#### The Emancipation Proclamation's Impact: Shifting the War's Narrative

President Abraham Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation, issued in January 1863, fundamentally
reshaped the war's purpose. While not immediately freeing all slaves, it declared slaves in
Confederate-held territory to be free. This bold move not only shifted the war's focus from
preserving the Union to also fighting for the abolition of slavery, it also opened up the possibility of
recruiting Black soldiers into the Union army. This dramatically increased the Union's manpower
and further weakened the Confederacy's moral standing.

The Home Front: Challenges and Adaptations in 1863

The year 1863 wasn't solely defined by battlefield victories. The home front played a critical role in
shaping the war's outcome. Both the Union and Confederacy experienced significant internal
struggles.



#### Economic Strain and Social Disruption: A Nation Under Pressure

The war placed immense strain on the economies of both sides. The Union, despite its greater
resources, faced inflation and labor shortages. The Confederacy faced even greater economic
hardship, experiencing widespread poverty and food shortages due to the Union blockade. Societal
disruption was also prevalent, with families torn apart by the war and social structures strained to
their limits.

#### Political Intrigue and Opposition: Navigating Internal Divisions

The war also fueled political divisions within both the Union and the Confederacy. Opposition to the
war existed in both regions, though for different reasons. In the Union, opposition ranged from
pacifists to those who opposed the Emancipation Proclamation. In the Confederacy, dissent grew
from those who questioned the war's leadership and the effectiveness of its strategy.

The Shifting Landscape of 1863: A Year of Transformation

1863 was a year of profound transformation for the United States. The victories at Gettysburg and
Vicksburg, coupled with the Emancipation Proclamation, fundamentally altered the course of the
war. The year also revealed the immense social, economic, and political costs of the conflict,
exposing the deep divisions that threatened to tear the nation apart.

#### The Path Towards Union Victory: A Glimpse of the Future

While the war was far from over in 1863, the events of that year provided a clear indication of the
Union's growing strength and the Confederacy's weakening position. The Union’s strategic
advantages, coupled with its increasing manpower and a renewed sense of purpose, paved the way
for eventual victory. However, the road ahead remained long and arduous, requiring further
sacrifice and determination to achieve lasting peace and reunification.

Conclusion:

1863 stands as a pivotal year in the American Civil War, a year that witnessed decisive battles,
fundamental shifts in the war's objectives, and the growing pains of a nation grappling with its own
identity. The victories of the Union, the impact of the Emancipation Proclamation, and the persistent
challenges faced on the home front all contributed to the complex tapestry of events that shaped the
future of the United States. Understanding this crucial year is essential for grasping the full scope
and consequences of the Civil War.

FAQs:

1. What was the significance of the Battle of Gettysburg? Gettysburg is considered the turning point
of the Civil War, marking the high-water mark of the Confederate invasion of the North and
significantly weakening the Confederacy's ability to fight.



2. How did the Emancipation Proclamation change the war? The Emancipation Proclamation shifted
the war's focus from preserving the Union to also fighting for the abolition of slavery, allowing the
Union to recruit Black soldiers and gain moral high ground.

3. What were the major economic challenges faced by both sides in 1863? The Union faced inflation
and labor shortages, while the Confederacy suffered from widespread poverty, food shortages, and a
crippling Union blockade.

4. What role did political opposition play during this time? Opposition to the war existed in both the
North and South, stemming from differing reasons and adding complexity to the already tense
situation. This opposition challenged leaders and tested the resolve of both sides.

5. How did the events of 1863 contribute to the eventual Union victory? The Union victories at
Gettysburg and Vicksburg, along with the strategic impact of the Emancipation Proclamation,
significantly weakened the Confederacy and strengthened the Union's resolve, ultimately leading to
Union victory.

  the divided union 1863: The Union Divided Mark E. NEELY, Mark E Neely, 2009-06-30
Pulitzer Prize-winning historian Mark E. Neely, Jr. vividly recounts the surprising story of political
conflict in the North during the Civil War. Examining party conflict as viewed through the lens of the
developing war, the excesses of party patronage, the impact of wartime elections, the highly
partisan press, and the role of the loyal opposition, Neely deftly dismantles the argument long
established in Civil War scholarship that the survival of the party system in the North contributed to
its victory.
  the divided union 1863: The Divided Union Peter Batty, Peter J Parish, 2011-11-08 The
Divided Union is an account of five of the most dramatic and tragic years in the history of the United
States of America. The fledgling superpower pitted families and neighbours against each other in a
war concerned with the most fundamental of human motivations: freedom, identity and nation. While
great leaders like Abraham Lincoln and Ulysses S. Grant found their moment, millions of ordinary
Americans suffered terribly, and more were killed than during the First and Second World Wars
combined. The victory of the North determined the indivisibility of the Union and ensured its
development as a nation, yet deep scars remained, and the ideals outlined by Lincoln in the
Gettysburg Address failed to become a blueprint for the modern USA. This is an accessible and
compelling account both of the conflict itself and of its wider implications.
  the divided union 1863: Bitterly Divided David Williams, 2010-04-16 The little-known history
of anti-secession Southerners: “Absolutely essential Civil War reading.” —Booklist, starred review
Bitterly Divided reveals that the South was in fact fighting two civil wars—the external one that we
know so much about, and an internal one about which there is scant literature and virtually no
public awareness. In this fascinating look at a hidden side of the South’s history, David Williams
shows the powerful and little-understood impact of the thousands of draft resisters, Southern
Unionists, fugitive slaves, and other Southerners who opposed the Confederate cause. “This
fast-paced book will be a revelation even to professional historians. . . . His astonishing story details
the deep, often murderous divisions in Southern society. Southerners took up arms against each
other, engaged in massacres, guerrilla warfare, vigilante justice and lynchings, and deserted in
droves from the Confederate army . . . Some counties and regions even seceded from the
secessionists . . . With this book, the history of the Civil War will never be the same again.”
—Publishers Weekly, starred review “Most Southerners looked on the conflict with the North as ‘a
rich man’s war and a poor man’s fight,’ especially because owners of 20 or more slaves and all
planters and public officials were exempt from military service . . . The Confederacy lost, it seems,
because it was precisely the kind of house divided against itself that Lincoln famously said could not



stand.” —Booklist, starred review
  the divided union 1863: Lincolnites and Rebels Robert Tracy McKenzie, 2006-11-09 At the
start of the Civil War, Knoxville, Tennessee, with a population of just over 4,000, was considered a
prosperous metropolis little reliant on slavery. Although the surrounding countryside was
predominantly Unionist in sympathy, Knoxville itself was split down the middle, with Union and
Confederate supporters even holding simultaneous political rallies at opposite ends of the town's
main street. Following Tennessee's secession, Knoxville soon became famous (or infamous) as a
stronghold of stalwart Unionism, thanks to the efforts of a small cadre who persisted in openly
denouncing the Confederacy. Throughout the course of the Civil War, Knoxville endured military
occupation for all but three days, hosting Confederate troops during the first half of the conflict and
Union forces throughout the remainder, with the transition punctuated by an extended siege and
bloody battle during which nearly forty thousand soldiers fought over the town. In Lincolnites and
Rebels, Robert Tracy McKenzie tells the story of Civil War Knoxville-a perpetually occupied, bitterly
divided Southern town where neighbor fought against neighbor. Mining a treasure-trove of
manuscript collections and civil and military records, McKenzie reveals the complex ways in which
allegiance altered the daily routine of a town gripped in a civil war within the Civil War and explores
the agonizing personal decisions that war made inescapable. Following the course of events leading
up to the war, occupation by Confederate and then Union soldiers, and the troubled peace that
followed the war, Lincolnites and Rebels details in microcosm the conflict and paints a complex
portrait of a border state, neither wholly North nor South.
  the divided union 1863: Encyclopedia of American History Richard Brandon Morris, Jeffrey
Brandon Morris, 1982 This study assesses the extent to which African decolonization resulted from
deliberate imperial policy, from the pressures of African nationalism, or from an international
situation transformed by superpower rivalries. It analyzes what powers were transferred and to
whom they were given.Pan-Africanism is seen not only in its own right but as indicating the
transformation of expectations when the new rulers, who had endorsed its geopolitical logic before
taking power, settled into the routines of government.
  the divided union 1863: War at Every Door Noel C. Fisher, 2001-09-01 By placing the conflict
between Unionists and secessionists in East Tennessee within the context of the whole war, Fisher
explores the significance of the struggle for both sides.
  the divided union 1863: The Vicksburg Campaign Christopher Richard Gabel, 2013 The
Vicksburg Campaign, November 1862-July 1863 continues the series of campaign brochures
commemorating our national sacrifices during the American Civil War. Author Christopher R. Gabel
examines the operations for the control of Vicksburg, Mississippi. President Abraham Lincoln called
Vicksburg the key, and indeed it was as control of the Mississippi River depended entirely on the
taking of this Confederate stronghold.
  the divided union 1863: Soldiering For Freedom Bob Luke, John David Smith, 2014-06-06
This Civil War history provides an in-depth look at the impact and experiences of African American
men fighting in the Union Army. After President Lincoln issued the final Emancipation Proclamation
of January 1, 1863, many enslaved people in the Confederate south made the perilous journey
north—then put their lives at risk again by joining the Union army. These U.S. Colored Troops, as
the War Department designated most black units, performed a variety of duties, fought in significant
battles, and played a vital part in winning the Civil War. And yet white civilian and military
authorities often regarded the African American soldiers with contempt. In Soldiering for Freedom,
historians John David Smith and Bob Luke examine how Lincoln’s administration came to the
decision to arm free black Americans, how these men found their way to recruiting centers, and how
they influenced the Union army and the war itself. The authors show how the white commanders
deployed the black troops, and how the courage of the African American soldiers gave hope for their
full citizenship after the war. Including twelve evocative historical engravings and photographs, this
engaging and meticulously researched book provides a fresh perspective on a fascinating topic.
  the divided union 1863: Divided Loyalties Digby Gordon Seymour, 1982



  the divided union 1863: The Gettysburg Address Abraham Lincoln, 2009-08-27 The Address
was delivered at the dedication of the Soldiers' National Cemetery in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, on
the afternoon of Thursday, November 19, 1863, during the American Civil War, four and a half
months after the Union armies defeated those of the Confederacy at the decisive Battle of
Gettysburg. In just over two minutes, Lincoln invoked the principles of human equality espoused by
the Declaration of Independence and redefined the Civil War as a struggle not merely for the Union,
but as a new birth of freedom that would bring true equality to all of its citizens, and that would also
create a unified nation in which states' rights were no longer dominant. Throughout history, some
books have changed the world. They have transformed the way we see ourselves - and each other.
They have inspired debate, dissent, war and revolution. They have enlightened, outraged, provoked
and comforted. They have enriched lives - and destroyed them. Now Penguin brings you the works of
the great thinkers, pioneers, radicals and visionaries whose ideas shook civilization and helped make
us who we are.
  the divided union 1863: Robert E. Lee and the Fall of the Confederacy, 1863-1865 Ethan S.
Rafuse, 2008-07-25 The generalship of Robert E. Lee, the Confederacy's greatest commander, has
long fascinated students of the American Civil War. In assessing Lee and his military career,
historians have faced the great challenge of explaining how a man who achieved extraordinary
battlefield success in 1862–1863 ended up surrendering his army and accepting the defeat of his
cause in 1865. How, in just under two years, could Lee, the Army of Northern Virginia, and the
Confederacy have gone from soaring triumph at Chancellorsville to total defeat at Appomattox Court
House? In this reexamination of the last two years of Lee's storied military career, Ethan S. Rafuse
offers a clear, informative, and insightful account of Lee's ultimately unsuccessful struggle to defend
the Confederacy against a relentless and determined foe. Robert E. Lee and the Fall of the
Confederacy describes the great campaigns that shaped the course of this crucial period in
American history, the challenges Lee faced in each battle, and the dramatic events that determined
the war's outcome. In addition to providing readable and richly detailed narratives of such
campaigns as Gettysburg, Bristoe Station, Spotsylvania, and Appomattox, Rafuse offers compelling
analysis of Lee's performance as a commander and of the strategic and operational contexts that
influenced the course of the war. He superbly describes and explains the factors that shaped Union
and Confederate strategy, how both sides approached the war in Virginia from an operational
standpoint, differences in the two sides' respective military capabilities, and how these forces
shaped the course and outcome of events on the battlefield. Rich in insights and analysis, this book
provides a full, balanced, and cogent account of how even the best efforts of one of history's great
commanders could not prevent the total defeat of his army and its cause. It will appeal to anyone
with an interest in the career of Robert E. Lee and the military history of the Civil War.
  the divided union 1863: The Divided Family in Civil War America Amy Murrell Taylor,
2009-11-04 The Civil War has long been described as a war pitting brother against brother. The
divided family is an enduring metaphor for the divided nation, but it also accurately reflects the
reality of America's bloodiest war. Connecting the metaphor to the real experiences of families
whose households were split by conflicting opinions about the war, Amy Murrell Taylor provides a
social and cultural history of the divided family in Civil War America. In hundreds of border state
households, brothers--and sisters--really did fight one another, while fathers and sons argued over
secession and husbands and wives struggled with opposing national loyalties. Even enslaved men
and women found themselves divided over how to respond to the war. Taylor studies letters, diaries,
newspapers, and government documents to understand how families coped with the unprecedented
intrusion of war into their private lives. Family divisions inflamed the national crisis while
simultaneously embodying it on a small scale--something noticed by writers of popular fiction and
political rhetoric, who drew explicit connections between the ordeal of divided families and that of
the nation. Weaving together an analysis of this popular imagery with the experiences of real
families, Taylor demonstrates how the effects of the Civil War went far beyond the battlefield to
penetrate many facets of everyday life.



  the divided union 1863: A Hope Divided Alyssa Cole, 2017-11-28 “Her prose is flawless. Her
historical research is absorbing, and her characters are achingly human. This book is fantastic.”
—Kirkus Reviews (starred review) A Library Journal Editors’ Pick Buzzfeed’s The Ultimate Buzzfeed
Books Gift Guide Bookish “Autumn 2017’s Most Swoon-Worthy Romance Books” List For all of the
War Between the States, Marlie Lynch has helped the cause in peace: with coded letters about
anti-Rebel uprisings in her Carolina woods, tisanes and poultices for Union prisoners, and silent aid
to fleeing slave and Freeman alike. Her formerly enslaved mother’s traditions and the name of a
white father she never knew have protected her—until the vicious Confederate Home Guard claims
Marlie’s home for their new base of operations. Unbeknownst to those under her roof, escaped
prisoner Ewan McCall is sheltering in her laboratory. Seemingly a quiet philosopher, Ewan has his
own history with the cruel captain of the Home Guard, and a thoughtful but unbending strength
Marlie finds irresistible. When the revelation of a stunning family secret places Marlie’s freedom on
the line, she and Ewan have to run for their lives into the hostile Carolina night. Following the path
of the Underground Railroad, they find themselves caught up in a vicious battle that could dash their
hopes of love—and freedom—before they ever cross state lines. “The intriguing romance you can’t
miss.” —PopSugar “Successfully navigating the challenges of writing an interracial romance set
during the Civil War is difficult enough to do once, but to pull it off twice is truly impressive. And yet
Cole has managed to do just that with her second book in the series.” —S
  the divided union 1863: In the Shadow of Slavery Leslie M. Harris, 2023-11-29 A new
edition of a classic work revealing the little-known history of African Americans in New York City
before Emancipation. The popular understanding of the history of slavery in America almost entirely
ignores the institution’s extensive reach in the North. But the cities of the North were built by—and
became the home of—tens of thousands of enslaved African Americans, many of whom would
continue to live there as free people after Emancipation. In the Shadow of Slavery reveals the
history of African Americans in the nation’s largest metropolis, New York City. Leslie M. Harris
draws on travel accounts, autobiographies, newspapers, literature, and organizational records to
extend prior studies of racial discrimination. She traces the undeniable impact of African Americans
on class distinctions, politics, and community formation by offering vivid portraits of the lives and
aspirations of countless black New Yorkers. This new edition includes an afterword by the author
addressing subsequent research and the ongoing arguments over how slavery and its legacy should
be taught, memorialized, and acknowledged by governments.
  the divided union 1863: The Divided Union James Garfield Randall, David Herbert Donald,
1961 Using only the portions relating to the Civil War years and omitting those about the
Reconstruction era, the author has revised the original work in the light of contemporary
scholarship.
  the divided union 1863: Vicksburg, 1863 Winston Groom, 2010-04-20 In this thrilling
narrative history of the Civil War’s most strategically important campaign, Winston Groom describes
the bloody two-year grind that started when Ulysses S. Grant began taking a series of Confederate
strongholds in 1861, climaxing with the siege of Vicksburg two years later. For Grant and the Union
it was a crucial success that captured the Mississippi River, divided the South in half, and set the
stage for eventual victory. Vicksburg, 1863 brings the battles and the protagonists of this struggle to
life: we see Grant in all his grim determination, Sherman with his feistiness and talent for war, and
Confederate leaders from Jefferson Davis to Joe Johnston to John Pemberton. It is an epic account by
a masterful writer and historian.
  the divided union 1863: A World on Fire Amanda Foreman, 2012-06-12 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER 10 BEST BOOKS • THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW • 2011 NAMED ONE OF
THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The Washington Post • The New Yorker • Chicago Tribune •
The Economist • Nancy Pearl, NPR • Bloomberg.com • Library Journal • Publishers Weekly In this
brilliant narrative, Amanda Foreman tells the fascinating story of the American Civil War—and the
major role played by Britain and its citizens in that epic struggle. Between 1861 and 1865,
thousands of British citizens volunteered for service on both sides of the Civil War. From the first



cannon blasts on Fort Sumter to Lee’s surrender at Appomattox, they served as officers and
infantrymen, sailors and nurses, blockade runners and spies. Through personal letters, diaries, and
journals, Foreman introduces characters both humble and grand, while crafting a panoramic yet
intimate view of the war on the front lines, in the prison camps, and in the great cities of both the
Union and the Confederacy. In the drawing rooms of London and the offices of Washington, on
muddy fields and aboard packed ships, Foreman reveals the decisions made, the beliefs held and
contested, and the personal triumphs and sacrifices that ultimately led to the reunification of
America. “Engrossing . . . a sprawling drama.”—The Washington Post “Eye-opening . . . immensely
ambitious and immensely accomplished.”—The New Yorker WINNER OF THE FLETCHER PRATT
AWARD FOR CIVIL WAR HISTORY
  the divided union 1863: The Vicksburg Campaign Ulysses S. Grant, 2015-11-20 In the 19th
century, one of the surest ways to rise to prominence in American society was to be a war hero, like
Andrew Jackson and William Henry Harrison. But few would have predicted such a destiny for Hiram
Ulysses Grant, who had been a career soldier with little experience in combat and a failed
businessman when the Civil War broke out in 1861. However, while all eyes were fixed on the
Eastern theater at places like Manassas, Richmond, the Shenandoah Valley and Antietam, Grant
went about a steady rise up the ranks through a series of successes in the West. His victory at Fort
Donelson, in which his terms to the doomed Confederate garrison earned him the nickname
Unconditional Surrender Grant, could be considered the first major Union victory of the war, and
Grant's fame and rank only grew after that at battlefields like Shiloh and Vicksburg. Along the way,
Grant nearly fell prey to military politics and the belief that he was at fault for the near defeat at
Shiloh, but President Lincoln famously defended him, remarking, I can't spare this man. He fights.
Lincoln's steadfastness ensured that Grant's victories out West continued to pile up, and after
Vicksburg and Chattanooga, Grant had effectively ensured Union control of the states of Kentucky
and Tennessee, as well as the entire Mississippi River. At the beginning of 1864, Lincoln put him in
charge of all federal armies, and he led the Army of the Potomac against Robert E. Lee in the
Overland campaign, the siege of Petersburg, and famously, the surrender of the Army of Northern
Virginia at Appomattox. Although Grant was instrumental in winning the war and eventually
parlayed his fame into two terms in the White House, his legacy and accomplishments are still the
subjects of heavy debate today. His presidency is remembered mostly due to rampant fraud within
his Administration, although he was never personally accused of wrongdoing, and even his victories
in the Civil War have been countered by charges that he was a butcher. Like the other American
Legends, much of Grant's personal life has been eclipsed by the momentous battles and events in
which he participated, from Fort Donelson to the White House.
  the divided union 1863: Staff Ride Handbook For The Vicksburg Campaign, December
1862-July 1863 [Illustrated Edition] Dr. Christopher Gabel, 2015-11-06 Includes over 30 maps
and Illustrations The Staff Ride Handbook for the Vicksburg Campaign, December 1862-July 1863,
provides a systematic approach to the analysis of this key Civil War campaign. Part I describes the
organization of the Union and Confederate Armies, detailing their weapons, tactics, and logistical,
engineer, communications, and medical support. It also includes a description of the U.S. Navy
elements that featured so prominently in the campaign. Part II consists of a campaign overview that
establishes the context for the individual actions to be studied in the field. Part III consists of a
suggested itinerary of sites to visit in order to obtain a concrete view of the campaign in its several
phases. For each site, or “stand,” there is a set of travel directions, a discussion of the action that
occurred there, and vignettes by participants in the campaign that further explain the action and
which also allow the student to sense the human “face of battle.” Part IV provides practical
information on conducting a Staff Ride in the Vicksburg area, including sources of assistance and
logistical considerations. Appendix A outlines the order of battle for the significant actions in the
campaign. Appendix B provides biographical sketches of key participants. Appendix C provides an
overview of Medal of Honor conferral in the campaign. An annotated bibliography suggests sources
for preliminary study.



  the divided union 1863: Divided in Two James R. Arnold, Roberta Wiener, 2002-01-01
Discusses the political, economic, and social reasons that led to the Civil War, including the struggle
over slavery and individual states' rights.
  the divided union 1863: War's Desolating Scourge Joseph W. Danielson, 2012-05-31 When
General Ormsby Mitchel and his Third Division, Army of the Ohio, marched into North Alabama in
April 1862, they initiated the first occupation of an inland region in the Deep South during the Civil
War. As an occupying force, soldiers were expected to adhere to President Lincoln's policy of
conciliation, a conservative strategy based on the belief that most southerners were loyal to the
Union. Confederate civilians in North Alabama not only rejected their occupiers' conciliatory
overtures, but they began sabotaging Union telegraph lines and trains, conducting guerrilla
operations, and even verbally abusing troops. Confederates' dogged resistance compelled Mitchel
and his men to jettison conciliation in favor of a hard war approach to restoring Federal authority in
the region. This occupation turned out to be the first of a handful of instances where Union soldiers
occupied North Alabama. In this first book-length account of the occupations of North Alabama,
Joseph Danielson opens a new window on the strength of Confederate nationalism in the region, the
Union's evolving policies toward defiant civilians, and African Americans' efforts to achieve lasting
freedom. His study reveals that Federal troops' creation of punitive civil-military policies-arrests,
compulsory loyalty oaths, censorship, confiscation of provisions, and the destruction of civilian
property-started much earlier than previous accounts have suggested. Over the course of the various
occupations, Danielson shows Union soldiers becoming increasingly hardened in their interactions
with Confederates, even to the point of targeting Rebel women. During General William T.
Sherman's time in North Alabama, he implemented his destructive policies on local Confederates a
few months before beginning his March to the Sea. As Union soldiers sought to pacify rebellious
civilians, African Americans engaged in a host of actions to undermine the institution of slavery and
the Confederacy. While Confederate civilians did their best to remain committed to the cause,
Danielson argues that battlefield losses and seemingly unending punitive policies by their occupiers
led to the collapse of the Confederate home front in North Alabama. In the immediate post-war
period, however, ex-Confederates were largely able to define the limits of Reconstruction and
restore the South's caste system. War's Desolating Scourge is the definitive account of this stressful
chapter of the war and of the determination of Confederate civilians to remain ideologically
committed to independence-a determination that reverberates to this day.
  the divided union 1863: A House Divided Eric Foner, Olivia Mahoney, 1990 In conjunction
with a ten-year exhibit at the Chicago Historical Society, beginning January 1990.
  the divided union 1863: Columns of Vengeance Paul N. Beck, 2014-10-22 In summer 1862,
Minnesotans found themselves fighting interconnected wars—the first against the rebellious
Southern states, and the second an internal war against the Sioux. While the Civil War was more
important to the future of the United States, the Dakota War of 1862 proved far more destructive to
the people of Minnesota—both whites and American Indians. It led to U.S. military action against the
Sioux, divided the Dakotas over whether to fight or not, and left hundreds of white settlers dead. In
Columns of Vengeance, historian Paul N. Beck offers a reappraisal of the Punitive Expeditions of
1863 and 1864, the U.S. Army’s response to the Dakota War of 1862. Whereas previous accounts
have approached the Punitive Expeditions as a military campaign of the Indian Wars, Beck argues
that the expeditions were also an extension of the Civil War. The strategy and tactics reflected those
of the war in the East, and Civil War operations directly affected planning and logistics in the West.
Beck also examines the devastating impact the expeditions had on the various bands and tribes of
the Sioux. Whites viewed the expeditions as punishment—“columns of vengeance” sent against those
Dakotas who had started the war in 1862—yet the majority of the Sioux the army encountered had
little or nothing to do with the earlier uprising in Minnesota. Rather than relying only on the official
records of the commanding officers involved, Beck presents a much fuller picture of the conflict by
consulting the letters, diaries, and personal accounts of the common soldiers who took part in the
expeditions, as well as rare personal narratives from the Dakotas. Drawing on a wealth of firsthand



accounts and linking the Punitive Expeditions of 1863 and 1864 to the overall Civil War experience,
Columns of Vengeance offers fresh insight into an important chapter in the development of U.S.
military operations against the Sioux.
  the divided union 1863: Embattled Freedom Amy Murrell Taylor, 2018-10-26 The Civil War
was just days old when the first enslaved men, women, and children began fleeing their plantations
to seek refuge inside the lines of the Union army as it moved deep into the heart of the Confederacy.
In the years that followed, hundreds of thousands more followed in a mass exodus from slavery that
would destroy the system once and for all. Drawing on an extraordinary survey of slave refugee
camps throughout the country, Embattled Freedom reveals as never before the everyday
experiences of these refugees from slavery as they made their way through the vast landscape of
army-supervised camps that emerged during the war. Amy Murrell Taylor vividly reconstructs the
human world of wartime emancipation, taking readers inside military-issued tents and makeshift
towns, through commissary warehouses and active combat, and into the realities of individuals and
families struggling to survive physically as well as spiritually. Narrating their journeys in and out of
the confines of the camps, Taylor shows in often gripping detail how the most basic necessities of
life were elemental to a former slave's quest for freedom and full citizenship. The stories of
individuals--storekeepers, a laundress, and a minister among them--anchor this ambitious and
wide-ranging history and demonstrate with new clarity how contingent the slaves' pursuit of
freedom was on the rhythms and culture of military life. Taylor brings new insight into the enormous
risks taken by formerly enslaved people to find freedom in the midst of the nation's most destructive
war.
  the divided union 1863: A Union Woman in Civil War Kentucky Frances Dallam Peter,
2021-12-21 Frances Dallam Peter was one of the eleven children of Union army surgeon Dr. Robert
Peter. Her candid diary chronicles Kentucky's invasion by Confederates under General Braxton
Bragg in 1862, Lexington's monthlong occupation by General Edmund Kirby Smith, and changes in
attitude among the enslaved population following the Emancipation Proclamation. As troops from
both North and South took turns holding the city, she repeatedly emphasized the rightness of the
Union cause and minced no words in expressing her disdain for the secesh. Peter articulates many
concerns common to Kentucky Unionists. Though she was an ardent supporter of the war against
the Confederacy, Peter also worried that Lincoln's use of authority exceeded his constitutional
rights. Her own attitudes toward Black people were ambiguous, as was the case with many people in
that time. Peter's descriptions of daily events in an occupied city provide valuable insights and a
unique feminine perspective on an underappreciated aspect of the war. Until her death in 1864,
Peter conscientiously recorded the position and deportment of both Union and Confederate soldiers,
incidents at the military hospitals, and stories from the countryside. Her account of a torn and
divided region is a window to the war through the gaze of a young woman of intelligence and
substance.
  the divided union 1863: Jews and the Civil War Jonathan D. Sarna, Adam Mendelsohn,
2011-09 An erotic scandal chronicle so popular it became a byword... Expertly tailored for
contemporary readers. It combines scurrilous attacks on the social and political celebritites of the
day, disguised just enough to exercise titillating speculatuion, with luscious erotic tales. —Belles
Lettres This story concerns the return of to earth of the goddess of Justice, Astrea, to gather
information about private and public behavior on the island of Atalantis. Manley drew on her
experience as well as on an obsessive observation of her milieu to produce this fast paced narrative
of political and erotic intrigue.
  the divided union 1863: Punitive War Clay Mountcastle, 2009 This book examines the guerilla
experience and then traces its progresion from the Western Theater in 1861 to its apogee in the East
in the last two years of the war.--Pg. 5.
  the divided union 1863: The Seventh West Virginia Infantry David W. Mellott, Mark A.
Snell, 2019-03-15 Though calling itself “The Bloody Seventh” after only a few minor skirmishes, the
Seventh West Virginia Infantry earned its nickname many times over during the course of the Civil



War. Fighting in more battles and suffering more losses than any other West Virginia regiment, the
unit was the most embattled Union regiment in the most divided state in the war. Its story, as it
unfolds in this book, is a key chapter in the history of West Virginia, the only state created as a
direct result of the Civil War. It is also the story of the citizen soldiers, most of them from
Appalachia, caught up in the bloodiest conflict in American history. The Seventh West Virginia
fought in the major campaigns in the eastern theater, from Winchester, Antietam, and
Fredericksburg to Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, and Petersburg. Weaving military, social, and
political history, The Seventh West Virginia Infantry details strategy, tactics, battles, campaigns,
leaders, and the travails of the rank and file. It also examines the circumstances surrounding events,
mundane and momentous alike such as the soldiers’ views on the Emancipation Proclamation, West
Virginia Statehood, and Lincoln’s re-election. The product of decades of research, the book uses
statistical analysis to profile the Seventh’s soldiers from a socio-economic, military, medical, and
personal point of view; even as its authors consult dozens of primary sources, including soldiers’
living descendants, to put a human face on these “sons of the mountains.” The result is a
multilayered view, unique in its scope and depth, of a singular Union regiment on and off the Civil
War battlefield—its beginnings, its role in the war, and its place in history and memory.
  the divided union 1863: The War Hits Home Brian Steel Wills, 2001 In 1863 Confederate
forces confronted the Union garrison at Suffolk Virginia, and an exhausting and deadly campaign
followed. Wills (history and philosophy, U. of Virginia-Wise) focuses on how the ordinary people of
the region responded to the war. He finds that many remained devoted to the Confederate cause,
while others found the demands too difficult and opted in a number of ways not to carry them any
longer. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR.
  the divided union 1863: With Malice Toward None Stephen B. Oates, 1994-01-05 The
definitive life of Abraham Lincoln, With Malice Toward None is historian Stephen B. Oates's
acclaimed and enthralling portrait of America's greatest leader. Oates masterfully charts, with the
pacing of a novel, Lincoln's rise from bitter poverty in America's midwestern frontier to become a
self-made success in business, law, and regional politics. The second half of the book examines his
legendary leadership on the national stage as president during one of the country's most tumultuous
and bloody periods, the Civil War years, which concluded tragically with Lincoln's assassination. In
this award-winning biography, Lincoln steps forward out of the shadow of myth as a recognizable,
fully drawn American whose remarkable life continues to inspire and inform us today.
  the divided union 1863: Chancellorsville Gary W. Gallagher, 2012-01-01 A variety of important
but lesser-known dimensions of the Chancellorsville campaign of spring 1863 are explored in this
collection of eight original essays. Departing from the traditional focus on generalship and tactics,
the contributors address the campaign's broad context and implications and revisit specific
battlefield episodes that have in the past been poorly understood. Chancellorsville was a remarkable
victory for Robert E. Lee's troops, a fact that had enormous psychological importance for both sides,
which had met recently at Fredericksburg and would meet again at Gettysburg in just two months.
But the achievement, while stunning, came at an enormous cost: more than 13,000 Confederates
became casualties, including Stonewall Jackson, who was wounded by friendly fire and died several
days later. The topics covered in this volume include the influence of politics on the Union army, the
importance of courage among officers, the impact of the war on children, and the state of battlefield
medical care. Other essays illuminate the important but overlooked role of Confederate commander
Jubal Early, reassess the professionalism of the Union cavalry, investigate the incident of friendly
fire that took Stonewall Jackson's life, and analyze the military and political background of
Confederate colonel Emory Best's court-martial on charges of abandoning his men. Contributors
Keith S. Bohannon, Pennsylvania State University and Greenville, South Carolina Gary W. Gallagher,
University of Virginia A. Wilson Greene, Petersburg, Virginia John J. Hennessy, Fredericksburg,
Virginia Robert K. Krick, Fredericksburg, Virginia James Marten, Marquette University Carol
Reardon, Pennsylvania State University James I. Robertson Jr., Virginia Polytechnic Institute and
State University



  the divided union 1863: Patriotism by Proxy Colleen Glenney Boggs, 2020-08-03 At the
height of the Civil War in 1863, the Union instated the first-ever federal draft. Patriotism By Proxy
develops a new understanding of the connections between American literature and American lives
by focusing on this historic moment when the military transformed both. Paired with the
Emancipation Proclamation, the 1863 draft inaugurated new relationships between the nation and
its citizens. A massive bureaucratic undertaking, it redefined the American people as a population,
laying bare social divisions as wealthy draftees hired substitutes to serve in their stead. The draft is
the context in which American politics met and also transformed into a new kind of biopolitics, and
these substitutes reflect the transformation of how the state governed American life. Censorship and
the suspension of habeas corpus prohibited free discussions over the draft's significance, making
literary devices and genres the primary means for deliberating over the changing meanings of
political representation and citizenship. Assembling an extensive textual and visual archive,
Patriotism by Proxy examines the draft as a cultural formation that operated at the nexus of political
abstraction and embodied specificity, where the definition of national subjectivity was negotiated in
the interstices of what it means to be a citizen-soldier. It brings together novels, poems, letters, and
newspaper editorials that show how Americans discussed the draft at a time of censorship, and how
the federal draft changed the way that Americans related to the state and to each other.
  the divided union 1863: U.S. History P. Scott Corbett, Volker Janssen, John M. Lund, Todd
Pfannestiel, Sylvie Waskiewicz, Paul Vickery, 2024-09-10 U.S. History is designed to meet the scope
and sequence requirements of most introductory courses. The text provides a balanced approach to
U.S. history, considering the people, events, and ideas that have shaped the United States from both
the top down (politics, economics, diplomacy) and bottom up (eyewitness accounts, lived
experience). U.S. History covers key forces that form the American experience, with particular
attention to issues of race, class, and gender.
  the divided union 1863: We Need Men James W. Geary, 1991
  the divided union 1863: 1861 Adam Goodheart, 2012-02-21 A gripping and original account of
how the Civil War began and a second American revolution unfolded, setting Abraham Lincoln on
the path to greatness and millions of slaves on the road to freedom. An epic of courage and heroism
beyond the battlefields, 1861 introduces us to a heretofore little-known cast of Civil War
heroes—among them an acrobatic militia colonel, an explorer’s wife, an idealistic band of German
immigrants, a regiment of New York City firemen, a community of Virginia slaves, and a young
college professor who would one day become president. Their stories take us from the corridors of
the White House to the slums of Manhattan, from the waters of the Chesapeake to the deserts of
Nevada, from Boston Common to Alcatraz Island, vividly evoking the Union at its moment of ultimate
crisis and decision. Hailed as “exhilarating….Inspiring…Irresistible…” by The New York Times Book
Review, Adam Goodheart’s bestseller 1861 is an important addition to the Civil War canon. Includes
black-and-white photos and illustrations.
  the divided union 1863: McClellan and the Union High Command, 1861-1863 Jeffrey W.
Green, 2017-02-19 With Washington's proximity to the Confederate capital of Richmond, Union
military operations in the first two years of the Civil War focused mainly on the Eastern Theater,
where General McClellan commanded the Army of the Potomac. McClellan's On to Richmond battle
cry dominated strategic thinking in the high command. When he failed and was sacked by President
Lincoln, a coterie of senior officers sought his return. This re-examination of the high command and
McClellan's war in the East provides a broader understanding of the Union's inability to achieve
victory in the first two years, and takes the debate about the Union's leadership into new areas.
  the divided union 1863: A People's History of the Civil War David Williams, 2011-05-10 “Does
for the Civil War period what Howard Zinn’s A People’s History of the United States did for the
study of American history in general.” —Library Journal Historian David Williams has written the
first account of the American Civil War as viewed though the eyes of ordinary people—foot soldiers,
slaves, women, prisoners of war, draft resisters, Native Americans, and others. Richly illustrated
with little-known anecdotes and firsthand testimony, this path-breaking narrative moves beyond



presidents and generals to tell a new and powerful story about America’s most destructive conflict. A
People’s History of the Civil War is a “readable social history” that “sheds fascinating light” on this
crucial period. In so doing, it recovers the long-overlooked perspectives and forgotten voices of one
of the defining chapters of American history (Publishers Weekly). “Meticulously researched and
persuasively argued.” —The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
  the divided union 1863: Armies of Deliverance Elizabeth R. Varon, 2019 In Armies of
Deliverance, Elizabeth Varon offers both a sweeping narrative of the Civil War and a bold new
interpretation of Union and Confederate war aims.
  the divided union 1863: The Free State of Winston Don Dodd, Amy Bartlett-Dodd, 2000 Based
on a lifetime of researching and writing about their home county of Winston, the husband and wife
team of Don and Amy Dodd have crafted a unique pictorial retrospective that conveys a serene sense
of what it was like to grow up in the hills of Winston. Outlining the highlights of this Appalachian
county's history, from its opposition to the Confederacy to its slow evolution from its rustic, rural
roots of the mid-nineteenth century, two hundred photographs illustrate a century of hill country
culture. A sparsely settled, isolated county of small farms with uncultivated, forested land, most of
Winston County was out of the mainstream of Southern life for much of its history. The creation of
the Bankhead National Forest preserved almost 200,000 acres of forested land, primarily in
Winston, to perpetuate this stranded frontier into the post-World War II era. The story setting is
scenic--fast-flowing creeks, waterfalls, bluffs, caves, natural bridges, and dense forests--and the
characters match the stage--individualistic, rugged pioneers, more than a thousand mentioned by
name within these pages. Winston has long resisted change, has held fast to traditional values, and,
as seen in this treasured volume, is a place as unique as any other in America.
  the divided union 1863: Dignity of Duty Erasmus Corwin Gilbreath, 2015-06-19 Published 117
years after his death, the journals of the American soldier Erasmus Corwin Gilbreath provide a
compelling vantage point by which to view contemporary American history. They tell, first and
foremost, a tale of war in which there is no glory�only carnage and death. Through Gilbreath�s
firsthand accounts we get a sense of what life was like during the Civil War, the Indian Wars, and
the War with Spain from an accomplished field officer, rather than from high command. Gilbreath
illuminates the true horrors of war in the 19th Century for soldiers�boredom, fatigue, death, and
crude medical care for the wounded�and their families, as Gilbreath�s wife and children followed
him wherever his orders would lead, enduring the primitive conditions they found along the way.
From his instrumental role in raising a company that would become part of the 20th Indiana
Volunteer Infantry, to his death while serving with the 11th U.S. Infantry in Puerto Rico at the tail
end of the Spanish�American War, Gilbreath�s life exemplifies the dignity of his service and the
importance he placed on duty to his nation. In his journals, Gilbreath paints a vivid picture of the
turmoil and change that was 19th Century America. Passages such as the lyric firsthand account of
the Battle of the Ironclads or his reconnecting with a fellow Gettysburg veteran in Chicago 21 years
after the battle are beautifully written, and carry a personal and emotional gravity that are found in
the best literary works. Gilbreath is one of America�s sons, a proud citizen soldier who helped to
forge the United States, and we are truly fortunate that his legacy lives on in these pages.
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