
thank you mr falker
thank you mr falker is a beloved children’s picture book that has resonated with readers and
educators alike for decades. Written by Patricia Polacco, it explores themes of perseverance, self-
discovery, and the transformative power of kindness in education. This article provides a
comprehensive overview of "Thank You, Mr. Falker" including its plot summary, key characters,
central themes, and its lasting impact on literacy and classroom culture. Readers will learn about
the book’s background, its autobiographical elements, and the ways it inspires both children and
adults. Whether you are a teacher, parent, librarian, or a fan of children’s literature, this guide
offers valuable insights into why "Thank You, Mr. Falker" remains a cherished resource for fostering
empathy and supporting young readers. The following sections will further explore the story’s
significance, major lessons, and how it continues to be utilized in educational settings.
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Background and Authorship of Thank You, Mr. Falker

"Thank You, Mr. Falker" was published in 1998 by Patricia Polacco, a renowned author and
illustrator known for her heartfelt stories drawn from personal experiences. The book is semi-
autobiographical, reflecting Polacco’s own struggles with dyslexia and her journey to literacy.
Patricia Polacco’s background as a child who faced reading difficulties is central to the authenticity
and emotional depth of the narrative. Her ability to weave her story into a relatable and inspiring
picture book has made "Thank You, Mr. Falker" a staple in schools and libraries around the world.

Through vivid illustrations and accessible language, Polacco creates a story that not only entertains
but also educates and uplifts. The book stands as a testament to the importance of compassionate
educators and the lasting influence they can have on students’ lives.



Plot Summary and Key Events

"Thank You, Mr. Falker" follows the story of Trisha, a young girl who is excited to learn how to read.
However, she quickly realizes that reading does not come easily to her. As she progresses through
school, Trisha’s difficulty with reading leads to feelings of frustration and isolation, compounded by
classmates who tease and bully her. The turning point in the story comes when Trisha meets Mr.
Falker, a caring and perceptive teacher who recognizes her struggles and offers dedicated support.

With patience and encouragement, Mr. Falker works with Trisha to help her overcome her reading
difficulties. The story culminates in Trisha’s triumph as she finally learns to read, thanks to Mr.
Falker’s unwavering belief in her abilities and his commitment to her success. The book concludes
with Trisha’s gratitude and newfound confidence, illustrating the transformative power of empathy
and perseverance.

Introduction of Trisha and her love for stories

Trisha’s struggles with reading in school

Bullying by classmates and emotional impact

Arrival of Mr. Falker and his supportive role

Personalized teaching and overcoming obstacles

Trisha’s breakthrough and gratitude

Main Characters and Character Analysis

Trisha

Trisha is the protagonist of "Thank You, Mr. Falker" and represents children who face learning
challenges. Her journey is marked by determination and vulnerability, making her a relatable figure
for many readers. Trisha’s character development is central to the story, highlighting the emotional
toll of academic struggles and the courage required to persist.

Mr. Falker

Mr. Falker is the compassionate teacher who becomes Trisha’s mentor. His role is pivotal, as he
recognizes Trisha’s potential and commits to helping her succeed. Mr. Falker embodies the qualities
of an exemplary educator—patience, empathy, and dedication. His encouragement and personalized
approach inspire both Trisha and readers to value kindness and support in education.



Supporting Characters

Other characters, such as Trisha’s family and classmates, contribute to the story’s depth. Her family
provides emotional support, while her peers’ teasing underscores the challenges faced by children
with learning differences. These interactions help illustrate the importance of empathy and
understanding in both school and home environments.

Major Themes and Lessons

Perseverance and Resilience

A central theme in "Thank You, Mr. Falker" is perseverance in the face of adversity. Trisha’s
determination to overcome her reading difficulties serves as a powerful lesson for readers about the
value of resilience. The story encourages children to persist despite setbacks and reassures them
that challenges can be overcome with effort and support.

The Power of Kindness and Empathy

Mr. Falker’s gentle guidance and unwavering support highlight the profound impact of kindness in
education. The book demonstrates how empathetic teachers can change the trajectory of a child’s
life and foster a love of learning. The story also addresses the consequences of bullying, emphasizing
the importance of inclusivity and compassion among peers.

Celebrating Differences

"Thank You, Mr. Falker" promotes the message that every child learns differently and that these
differences should be celebrated, not stigmatized. The narrative encourages acceptance and
understanding for those who struggle, promoting a classroom environment where diversity is valued
and nurtured.

Impact on Literacy and Classroom Culture

The book has had a significant influence on literacy education and classroom culture. It is frequently
used as a resource to spark conversations about learning disabilities, particularly dyslexia. Teachers
and librarians utilize "Thank You, Mr. Falker" to encourage empathy and foster a supportive
community for struggling readers.

By sharing Trisha’s story, educators can help students understand that reading challenges are not a
reflection of intelligence or potential. The book’s message empowers students to seek help and
reassures them that improvement is possible with perseverance and guidance.



Supports social-emotional learning

Raises awareness of dyslexia and learning differences

Promotes inclusive classroom practices

Encourages positive relationships between teachers and students

Using Thank You, Mr. Falker in Education

Lesson Plans and Activities

"Thank You, Mr. Falker" is widely incorporated into lesson plans to teach reading strategies, social-
emotional skills, and empathy. Educators create activities such as read-alouds, discussion groups,
and projects that reflect the book’s themes. These activities help students connect personally with
the story and apply its lessons to their own experiences.

Supporting Struggling Readers

Teachers use the book to identify and support students who may be facing similar challenges as
Trisha. By fostering open conversations about learning differences, educators can create
individualized plans that address students’ unique needs. The story serves as a motivational tool,
reminding children that with the right support, they can achieve their goals.

Critical Reception and Awards

"Thank You, Mr. Falker" has received widespread acclaim from critics, educators, and parents. It is
praised for its honest portrayal of learning difficulties and its positive representation of teachers.
The book has been recognized with numerous awards, including reading and literacy honors, and
continues to be recommended for children of all ages.

Its enduring popularity is a testament to its universal themes and its effectiveness in promoting
literacy, empathy, and resilience. Patricia Polacco’s storytelling and illustrations have cemented
"Thank You, Mr. Falker" as an essential work in children’s literature.

Conclusion

"Thank You, Mr. Falker" remains a powerful tool for teaching important life lessons and supporting



young readers. Its autobiographical roots and heartfelt narrative resonate with audiences, making it
a valuable addition to classrooms, libraries, and homes. The book’s emphasis on perseverance,
kindness, and celebrating differences continues to inspire educators and students, reinforcing the
importance of compassion and support in the journey to literacy.

Q: What is the main message of "Thank You, Mr. Falker"?
A: The main message of "Thank You, Mr. Falker" is that perseverance, kindness, and support can
help individuals overcome learning challenges and achieve their goals.

Q: Who wrote "Thank You, Mr. Falker" and what inspired the
story?
A: Patricia Polacco wrote "Thank You, Mr. Falker," drawing inspiration from her own struggles with
dyslexia and her experiences with a supportive teacher who helped her learn to read.

Q: What learning disability is highlighted in "Thank You, Mr.
Falker"?
A: The book highlights dyslexia, a learning disability that affects reading and writing skills, and
illustrates the emotional and academic challenges associated with it.

Q: How does Mr. Falker help Trisha in the story?
A: Mr. Falker helps Trisha by recognizing her difficulties, providing personalized support, and
encouraging her to believe in herself, ultimately guiding her to overcome her reading obstacles.

Q: Why is "Thank You, Mr. Falker" important in educational
settings?
A: The book is important in educational settings because it promotes empathy, understanding of
learning differences, and the value of supportive teaching practices.

Q: What age group is "Thank You, Mr. Falker" best suited for?
A: "Thank You, Mr. Falker" is best suited for elementary school children, typically ages 6 to 10, but
its themes are relevant for older students and adults as well.

Q: What are the main themes of "Thank You, Mr. Falker"?
A: The main themes include perseverance, empathy, the power of supportive teachers, overcoming
adversity, and celebrating individual differences.



Q: How can teachers use "Thank You, Mr. Falker" in the
classroom?
A: Teachers use the book for read-aloud sessions, discussions about learning disabilities, activities
promoting inclusion, and lessons on kindness and resilience.

Q: Has "Thank You, Mr. Falker" won any awards?
A: "Thank You, Mr. Falker" has received several literacy and children’s book awards, and is regularly
recommended by educators and librarians.

Q: What impact does "Thank You, Mr. Falker" have on
students?
A: The book inspires students to embrace challenges, seek help when needed, and understand the
importance of empathy and support in learning environments.

Thank You Mr Falker
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Thank You, Mr. Falker: A Reflection on the Power of
Belief

Have you ever had a teacher who believed in you, even when you didn't believe in yourself? Mr.
Falker, the subject of countless heartwarming anecdotes and a testament to the profound impact
educators can have, is one such figure. This post delves into the reasons behind the enduring
gratitude expressed in the phrase "Thank you, Mr. Falker," exploring the power of mentorship, the
significance of recognizing potential, and the lasting influence of a single, believing individual. We'll
examine the impact of his actions, the lessons learned, and why this simple phrase encapsulates so
much more than a mere expression of thanks.
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The phrase "Thank you, Mr. Falker" isn't just a random expression of gratitude; it's a powerful
statement echoing across generations. While the exact details might vary depending on the specific
narrative, the core message remains consistent: a teacher, Mr. Falker, recognized untapped
potential in a struggling student and, through unwavering support and belief, helped them overcome
significant challenges. This act of faith sparked a transformation, ultimately leading to the student's
success. This isn't about a specific achievement or a singular moment; it's about the transformative
power of believing in someone, especially when that person might not believe in themselves.

Mr. Falker: A Catalyst for Change

What specifically did Mr. Falker do that resonates so deeply? While the specifics are often anecdotal,
the essence of his actions points towards several key elements:

#### Identifying Untapped Potential: Mr. Falker didn't see the student's struggles as limitations;
he saw them as opportunities. He recognized a spark, a capacity for growth, that the student might
have overlooked or dismissed. This ability to see beyond surface-level challenges is crucial for
effective mentorship.

#### Providing Unwavering Support: His support wasn't conditional; it was consistent. He likely
offered encouragement, guidance, and resources, consistently believing in the student's capacity to
succeed, regardless of setbacks. This unwavering belief is often the missing piece for individuals
struggling to overcome adversity.

#### Fostering a Growth Mindset: He likely instilled a growth mindset in the student, emphasizing
that abilities are not fixed but can be developed through effort and perseverance. This shift in
perspective is transformative; it replaced feelings of inadequacy with a belief in the power of
learning and growth.

#### Personalized Approach: Mr. Falker likely recognized that a "one-size-fits-all" approach
wouldn't work. His methods were adapted to the individual needs and learning style of the student,
ensuring that support was effectively delivered and received.

The Long-Term Impact of Mr. Falker's Actions

The impact of Mr. Falker's actions extends far beyond the immediate academic context. The
gratitude expressed in "Thank you, Mr. Falker" signifies a lasting change in the student's life, a
transformation rooted in self-belief and the power of human connection. This positive influence
ripples outwards, impacting not just the student's personal life but also their professional trajectory
and their capacity for empathy and support towards others.

The "Thank You, Mr. Falker" Mentality: Lessons for Educators



and Beyond

The story of Mr. Falker offers valuable lessons for educators, mentors, and anyone striving to make a
positive impact on others. It underscores the importance of:

Seeing potential beyond limitations: Look for the strengths and talents, not just the weaknesses and
challenges.
Providing unconditional support: Believe in individuals even when they doubt themselves.
Cultivating a growth mindset: Encourage perseverance and a belief in continuous learning and
improvement.
Personalizing your approach: Recognize that every individual is unique and requires a tailored
approach to support.

Conclusion

"Thank you, Mr. Falker" isn't merely a polite phrase; it represents a profound acknowledgment of
the transformative power of belief, mentorship, and unwavering support. The story serves as a
reminder that even a single individual can make a significant and lasting impact on another's life,
shaping their trajectory and fostering self-belief. The legacy of Mr. Falker lies not just in the
gratitude expressed, but in the countless lives he has touched and the ripple effect of his positive
influence. His story inspires us to look beyond limitations, believe in potential, and offer
unconditional support to those around us.

FAQs

1. Is "Thank You, Mr. Falker" a real story? While the specific details and names might be adapted or
fictionalized in some retellings, the core message and the impact of a believing teacher resonate
across countless true stories of impactful mentorship.

2. What specific methods did Mr. Falker use? The specific methods are often not detailed but likely
involved individualized attention, positive reinforcement, and a tailored approach to teaching and
learning.

3. Why is this phrase so enduring? The phrase's enduring nature stems from its ability to
encapsulate a universal human experience: the transformative power of belief and support during
challenging times.

4. How can I apply the "Mr. Falker" approach in my own life? By actively seeking out the strengths
in others, offering consistent support, and fostering a growth mindset, you can emulate Mr. Falker's
positive impact.



5. What if I don't have a "Mr. Falker" in my life? You can become your own "Mr. Falker" by
cultivating self-belief, seeking support from trusted individuals, and actively working towards your
goals with resilience and perseverance.

  thank you mr falker: Thank You, Mr. Falker Patricia Polacco, 2012-04-12 The real-life, classic
story of a dyslexic girl and the teacher who would not let her fail. A perfect gift for teachers and for
reading students of any age. Patricia Polacco is now one of America's most loved children's book
creators, but once upon a time, she was a little girl named Trisha starting school. Trisha could paint
and draw beautifully, but when she looked at words on a page, all she could see was jumble. It took
a very special teacher to recognize little Trisha's dyslexia: Mr. Falker, who encouraged her to
overcome her reading disability. Patricia Polacco will never forget him, and neither will we. This
inspiring story is available in a deluxe slipcased edition, complete with a personal letter to readers
from Patricia Polacco herself. Thank You, Mr. Falker will make a beautiful gift for the special child
who needs encouragement&150or any special teacher who has made a difference in the child's life.
  thank you mr falker: A Bad Case of Stripes David Shannon, 2016-08-30 It's the first day of
school, and Camilla discovers that she is covered from head to toe in stripes, then polka-dots, and
any other pattern spoken aloud! With a little help, she learns the secret of accepting her true self, in
spite of her peculiar ailment.
  thank you mr falker: The Junkyard Wonders Patricia Polacco, 2024-09-03 A heartwarming
story of friendship and celebrating our differences--and the teachers who help us shine--from master
storyteller Patricia Polacco, author of Thank You, Mr. Falker. In this story based on the
author-illustrator's own childhood, Patricia Polacco once again celebrates the power teachers have
to help us discover the potential we each hold. Young Trisha is devastated when she finds out that
her class at her new school is known as the junkyard. It is a special class, and she had moved from
where she used to live so she wouldn’t be in a special class anymore! But then she meets her
teacher, the amazing Mrs. Peterson, and her classmates, an oddly brilliant group of misfit kids,
whom the other kids in school call the junkyard kids. Much to her own surprise, it is here in the
junkyard that Trisha discovers the true meaning of genius, and that this group of misfits are, in fact,
Junkyard Wonders, each and every one of them. Now with questions at the back of the book to help
guide readers through discussions about the ideas featured in the story, this kindness edition of The
Junkyard Wonders brings celebrated author-illustrator Patricia Polacco's work to a new audience of
young readers who can be inspired by its message.
  thank you mr falker: More Than Anything Else Marie Bradby, 2021-10-19 A fictionalized
story about the life of young Booker T. Washington. Living in a West Virginia settlement after
emancipation, nine-year-old Booker travels by lantern light to the salt works, where he labors from
dawn till dusk. Although his stomach rumbles, his real hunger is his intense desire to learn to read....
[A] moving and inspirational story. -- School Library Journal, starred review
  thank you mr falker: The Bee Tree Patricia Polacco, 1998-05 To teach his granddaughter the
value of books, a grandfather leads a growing crowd in search of the tree where the bees keep all
their honey
  thank you mr falker: Clara and Davie Patricia Polacco, 2017-02-28 From the bestselling
author, the true story of young Clara Barton and the big brother who supported and encouraged her
in the face of adversity. Animals and flowers were Clara’s best friends. She had a special way with
critters and found joy in the beauty that sprang from the soil. But whenever Clara talked, her words
didn’t come out right. As hard as she tried, she could not get over her lisp. Clara’s older brother
Davie understood that his sister was gifted. When folks made fun of Clara’s stilted words, Davie was
always at her side reminding her that she had a talent for healing creatures. Davie told his sister,
“Some day you are going to be a very great lady.” And that’s exactly what happened. Clara Barton
became one of the most famous medical practitioners of all time and founded the American Red
Cross. Praise for Clara and Davie “Drawing once again on her family history, Polacco shares the



story of a distant relative . . . Polacco's characteristic mixed-media illustrations are lively and
evocative, and the winter scenes are especially appealing. This heartwarming story of sibling
devotion and overcoming obstacles will whet readers' interest and lead them to further study.”
—School Library Journal
  thank you mr falker: Niagara Falls, Or Does It? Henry Winkler, 2006 Fourth-graders Hank,
Ashley, and Frankie are excitedly preparing for a magic show at the Rock 'N Bowl when Hank's
creative alternative to an English essay lands him in detention and grounded the week of the show.
  thank you mr falker: I Am Not a Fish! Peter Raymundo, 2019-06-04 For fans of Ryan T.
Higgins and Jory John comes a humorous and splashy story from a former Disney animator, about a
jellyfish with an identity crisis who learns how to be himself with a little help from friends. Edgar is a
jellyfish, but he doesn't look, act, or feel very much like a fish. With a little help though from some
friendly starfish, Edgar realizes that labels aren't important, and he should celebrate what makes
him unique!
  thank you mr falker: Sticks and Stones Patricia Polacco, 2020-10-06 “Inspirational and
tinged with nostalgia, this will please fans.” —Kirkus Reviews “A well-intentioned tale full of
expressive scenes…heartfelt.”— School Library Journal From New York Times bestselling author and
master storyteller Patricia Polacco comes the uplifting tale of three inseparable friends who pursue
their talents and stop at nothing to achieve their dreams. Based on her own childhood memory,
author Patricia Polacco shares the pivotal story of one year in elementary school. On the first day of
school, she breaks out in a rash and is called “Cootie” by her classmates. It seems like the year will
be a disaster for Patricia until she meets Thom and Ravenne. Each of the friends have their own
talent. Thom, with his long legs and graceful manner, loves to dance ballet earning him the name
“Sissy Boy.” Ravenne makes kits and paints on fabric, but she’s shy that people call her “Her
Ugliness.” Thom, Ravenne, and Patricia are bullied by their classmates causing the three friends to
band together for support. For years after that fateful year, encourage each other to stay true to
themselves and achieve success in their passions. This endearing and timely story celebrates
uniqueness and proves that no matter what challenges stand in your way it’s your differences that
make you who you are.
  thank you mr falker: Bully Patricia Polacco, 2012-09-13 Patricia Polacco takes on cliques and
online bullying Lyla finds a great friend in Jamie on her first day of school, but when Lyla makes the
cheerleading squad and a clique of popular girls invites her to join them, Jamie is left behind. Lyla
knows bullying when she sees it, though, and when she sees the girls viciously teasing classmates on
Facebook, including Jamie, she is smart enough to get out. But no one dumps these girls, and now
they're out for revenge. Patricia Polacco has taken up the cause against bullies ever since Thank
You, Mr. Falker, and her passion shines through in this powerful story of a girl who stands up for a
friend.
  thank you mr falker: The Thing about Oliver Deborah Kelly, 2019 Sometimes I feel just like the
glass in my fish tank-- people look right through me. Twelve-year-old Tilly dreams of becoming a
marine scientist, but she doesn't even own a swimsuit. She lives in a drought- stricken town with her
mum and younger brother Oliver, who is autistic. Oliver's meltdowns are making life unbearable. He
needs so many different kinds of therapy that there's never any time--or money--left over for
swimming lessons. Tilly knows Oliver's needs have to come first, but it's hard feeling invisible all the
time. When Mum announces they are moving to the Queensland coast, Tilly is excited at the thought
of finally learning to swim-- even snorkel! But she is also worried. The thing about Oliver is, he can't
cope with even the tiniest of changes to his routine. It isn't long before the cracks begin to show.
Could so many changes all at once threaten to shatter the whole family?
  thank you mr falker: Carla's Sandwich Debbie Herman, 2015-06-01 This charming story
presents a new way for young children to understand how to creatively embrace who they are, no
matter what others think. Carla's lunch box is filled with odd delights like the Olive, Pickle and
Green Bean Sandwich, the Banana-Cottage-Cheese Delight, and the unforgettable Chopped Liver,
Potato Chips, and Cucumber Combo. To Carla, they are delicious and creative lunches, but her



teasing classmates are unconvinced and abandon her at the lunch table to eat her bizarre
sandwiches alone. One day, however, tables turn when Buster—the worst tease of all—forgets his
lunch on the day of the picnic and Carla thoughtfully offers him her extra sandwich. Her own
spirited nature helps Carla teach her classmates that unusual can actually be good. Lively
illustrations help showcase the book's messages of acceptance, tolerance, individuality, and
creativity, and the funny plot and authentic dialogue are sure to make this tale a favorite among
elementary school children. Carla's creative sandwich solutions provide young chefs-to-be with the
inspiration to create sandwich masterpieces of their own.
  thank you mr falker: Palace of Books Patricia Polacco, 2023-03-07 From beloved storyteller
Patricia Polacco comes a picture book based on her childhood about how a very special librarian and
town library made her life happier after moving to a new state in elementary school. When young
Patricia’s family moves to Battle Creek, Michigan, she finds it hard to believe this new place will
ever feel like home. But soon she meets the kind librarian Mrs. Creavy and discovers the library’s
doors are always open. Now, Patricia has a place to explore and study books about the birds that she
loves. Mrs. Creavy even introduces her to the books of John James Audubon and helps Patricia
introduce her classmates to the joy of birds by becoming the first member of the Audubon Bird Club
of Freemont Elementary.
  thank you mr falker: My Rotten Redheaded Older Brother Patricia Polacco, 2011-06-28 There's
nothing worse than a rotten redheaded older brother who can do everything you can do better!
Patricia's brother Richard could run the fastest, climb the highest, and spit the farthest and still
smile his extra-rotten, greeny-toothed, weasel-eyed grin. But when little Patricia wishes on a
shooting star that she could do something—anything—to show him up, she finds out just what
wishes—and rotten redheaded older brothers—can really do. Patricia Polacco's boldly and
exuberantly painted pictures tell a lively and warmhearted tale of comic one-upsmanship and
brotherly love.
  thank you mr falker: The Divinity of Dogs Jennifer Skiff, 2013-08-27 A moving collection of
amazing stories that will make you laugh and cry, show just how much dogs bring to our lives.
  thank you mr falker: Rechenka's Eggs Patricia Polacco, 1996-03-19 Old Babushka, known
throughout all of Moskva for her beautifully painted eggs, is preparing her eggs for the Easter
Festival when she takes in an injured goose. She names the goose Rechenka, and they live happily
together until one day when Rechenka accidentally overturns a basket, breaking all of Babushka's
lovingly crafted eggs. But the next morning Babushka has a surprise awaiting her in the basket. She
cries: A miracle! It is one of many in this charmingly told tale of friendship and caring. With vibrant
illustrations, Patricia Polacco has joyously re-created the flavor of Old Moscow and its festivals. The
eggs, stunningly colored and intricately designed, are authentic reproductions of eggs painted in the
Ukrainian style. Rechenka's Eggs is a timeless story of classic beauty.
  thank you mr falker: The Bravest Man in the World Patricia Polacco, 2019-09-24 From master
storyteller Patricia Polacco comes the tragic and beautiful story inspired by Wallace Hartley—the
musician who played with his band to calm the passengers of the Titanic as the ship sank. One
afternoon, Jonathan Harker Weeks didn’t feel like practicing the piano. So his grandfather decided
to tell him a story to show how much of an impact music can have. When he was a child growing up
poor in Ireland, his mother made sure he learned to play the fiddle, despite their challenges. After
his mother passed away and he was on his own, Jonathan’s grandfather fell asleep hiding in a mail
sack and was taken to a ship. When he woke up, he realized he was on the Titanic on its maiden
voyage, and it was there that he met Wallace Hartley and Mrs. Weeks, a kind man and woman who
took him in. Then one night, the majestic ship hit an iceberg. He and Mrs. Weeks were put on a
lifeboat—and Mr. Hartley and his band bravely continued to play to calm the crew and passengers.
The story of Wallace Hartley is true and he is known throughout the world as a hero. The New York
Times bestselling author and illustrator of The Keeping Quilt Patricia Polacco offers this stunning
and heartbreaking picture book to celebrate the memory and bravery of a single man who used the
power of music to comfort thousands of people during a catastrophic situation.



  thank you mr falker: Somebody Loves You, Mr. Hatch Eileen Spinelli, 2006 Lonely Mr.
Hatch has a secret admirer. When he discovers who his admirer is, he gets the biggest surprise of
his life. Full color.
  thank you mr falker: The Lemonade Club Patricia Polacco, 2007-09-20 Everyone loves Miss
Wichelman?s fifth-grade class—especially best friends Traci and Marilyn. That's where they learn
that when life hands you lemons, make lemonade! They are having a great year until Traci begins to
notice some changes in Marilyn. She's losing weight, and seems tired all the time. She has
leukemia—and a tough road of chemotherapy ahead. It is not only Traci and Miss Wichelman who
stand up for her, but in a surprising and unexpected turn, the whole fifth-grade class, who figures
out a way to say we're with you. In true Polacco fashion, this book turns lemons into lemonade and
celebrates amazing life itself.
  thank you mr falker: The Memory String Eve Bunting, 2000-08-21 Each button on Laura’s
memory string represents a piece of her family history. The buttons Laura cherishes the most
belonged to her mother—a button from her prom dress, a white one off her wedding dress, and a
single small button from the nightgown she was wearing on the day she died. When the string
breaks, Laura’s new stepmother, Jane, is there to comfort Laura and search for a missing button,
just as Laura’s mother would have done. But it’s not the same—Jane isn’t Mom. In Eve Bunting’s
moving story, beautifully illustrated by Ted Rand, Laura discovers that a memory string is not just
for remembering the past: it’s also for recording new memories.
  thank you mr falker: The Art of Miss Chew Patricia Polacco, 2012-04-12 After spending the
summer with her artist grandmother, Trisha knows she wants to be an artist, too. She's thrilled
when her sketches get her into Miss Chew's special art class at the high school. A substitute teacher
tells her she's wasting time on art when she should be studying - but fortunately, this is one battle
that Miss Chew and Trisha are up for! This true story shows just how important a teacher can be in a
child's life - and celebrates the power of art itself.
  thank you mr falker: Just Plain Fancy Patricia Polacco, 2014-09-24 A charming picture book
set in an Amish community, by the beloved storyteller Patricia Polacco. Naomi lives with her farming
family in an Amish village in Pennsylvania. As part of her household chores, Naomi looks after the
chickens with her little sister, Ruth. One day Naomi and Ruth find an abandoned egg near the road.
Naomi decides this special egg must be hatched. And when it is, it's plain to see that this is no
ordinary chick! The girls keep the chick, named Fancy, a secret . . . until the day of their family's
community working bee. On this day, Naomi is to receive a white organdy cap, an Amish tradition,
as a reward for her hard work and responsibility. But on this day, too, Fancy the chick decides to
introduce himself to the community! The results are a sheer delight, pure and simple. Accompanied
by Patricia Polacco's beautiful artwork, this story of discovery and growing up will stay in the hearts
of all who turn its pages.
  thank you mr falker: Babushka Baba Yaga Patricia Polacco, 1999-01-25 From the beloved
New York Times bestselling author-illustrator of Thank You, Mr. Falker and Pink and Say. Baba Yaga
is a witch famous throughout Russia for eating children, but this Babushka Baba Yaga is a lonely old
woman who just wants a grandchild--to love. Kids will respond to the joyful story of the outsider who
gets to join in, and Polacco's richly patterned paintings of Russian peasant life on the edge of the
woods are full of light and color. -- Booklist A warm, lively tale, neatly mixing new and old and
illustrated with Polacco's usual energetic action, bright folk patterns, and affectionate
characterizations. --Kirkus Reviews
  thank you mr falker: The North Star Peter H. Reynolds, 2024-10-15 Ideal for graduates! A
gorgeous edition of the universal fable that has inspired seekers of all ages to follow their heart’s
desire. Ask yourself where it is you want to go. . . . It is often said that life is a journey, and it’s true.
But sometimes it’s hard to know which path to follow, when signs point in so many directions. In this
beautifully illustrated book, Peter H. Reynolds once again encourages readers to observe, to wonder,
and to consider diverging from the well-worn path—to pursue their dreams. Originally published ten
years ago, The North Star has had a profound effect on its many readers. This edition celebrates the



book’s own decade-long voyage connecting people around the world. It has inspired classroom
activities, a musical, and thousands more thoughtful journeys.
  thank you mr falker: Bun Bun Button Patricia Polacco, 2011-10-27 Paige loves cuddling with
Gramma and all of Gramma's pets in the Old Blue Chair. And when Gramma makes her Bun Bun
Button, an adorable homemade stuffed bunny with a button nose, this special time becomes even
more cozy. Then a balloon carries the little bunny away. Bun Bun braves honking geese and a wide
night sky, until luck - or love - magically brings her back home to the little girl who loves her. This
heartwarming story celebrates the special bond between grandparents and grandchildren, and is
perfect for children who imagine their toys have secret adventures when no one's watching.
  thank you mr falker: Diary of a Wimpy Kid Jeff Kinney, 2017-08-08 Greg records his sixth
grade experiences in a middle school where he and his best friend, Rowley, undersized weaklings
amid boys who need to shave twice daily, hope just to survive, but when Rowley grows more
popular, Greg must take drastic measures to save their friendship.
  thank you mr falker: Mr. Lincoln's Way Patricia Polacco, 2017-02-07 The touching story of a
school principal and the bully whose life he'll change, by beloved New York Times bestselling
author-illustrator Patricia Polacco. Mr. Lincoln is the coolest principal ever! He knows how to do
everything, from jumping rope to leading nature walks. Everyone loves him . . . except for Eugene
Esterhause. Mean Gene hates everyone who's different. He's a bully, a bad student, and he calls
people awful, racist names. But Mr. Lincoln knows that Eugene isn't really bad-he's just repeating
things he's heard at home. Can the principal find a way to get through to Mean Gene and show him
that the differences between people are what make them special? A touching and complex story that
sends a positive message to kids and creates hope for these working with kids who seem to be lost
and categorized as bullies.—Children's Literature
  thank you mr falker: In Our Mothers' House Patricia Polacco, 2025-04-01 A heartwarming
story of family, love, and celebrating what makes us special, from master storyteller Patricia
Polacco, author of Thank You, Mr. Falker. Marmee, Meema, and the kids are just like any other
family on the block. In their cozy home, they cook dinner together, they laugh together, they dance
and play together. But one family doesn't accept them. Maybe because they think they are different:
How can a family have two moms and no dad? But Marmee and Meema's house is full of love. And
they teach their children that different doesn't mean wrong. No matter how many moms or dads
they have, they are everything a family is meant to be. Now with questions at the back of the book to
help guide readers through discussions about the ideas featured in the story, this kindness edition of
In Our Mothers' House brings celebrated author-illustrator Patricia Polacco's work to a new
audience of young readers who can be inspired by its message of a wonderful family living by its
own rules, held together by a very special love.
  thank you mr falker: Firetalking Patricia Polacco, 1994 An autobiography of the well-known
author and illustrator.
  thank you mr falker: Wild About Books Judy Sierra, 2012-07-25 OVER HALF A MILLION
COPIES SOLD! Winner of the E.B. White Read Aloud Award It started the summer of 2002, when the
Springfield librarian, Molly McGrew, by mistake drove her bookmobile into the zoo. In this rollicking
rhymed story, Molly introduces birds and beasts to this new something called reading. She finds the
perfect book for every animal—tall books for giraffes, tiny ones for crickets. “She even found
waterproof books for the otter, who never went swimming without Harry Potter.” In no time at all,
Molly has them “forsaking their niches, their nests, and their nooks,” going “wild, simply wild, about
wonderful books.” Judy Sierra’s funny animal tale coupled with Marc Brown’s lush, fanciful paintings
will have the same effect on young Homo sapiens. Altogether, it’s more fun than a barrel of
monkeys!
  thank you mr falker: Mentoring Preservice Teachers Through Practice Melissa Mosley Wetzel,
James V. Hoffman, Beth Maloch, 2017-05-08 Supporting and challenging cooperating teachers to
grow in their mentoring and coaching practices with preservice teachers and also in their own work
as classroom teachers, this practical guide presents and illustrates the Coaching with CARE



model—a framework for reflection and action that helps cultivate a perspective on teaching that puts
students at the center of teacher preparation and places value on apprenticeship and participation in
learning. The CARE model takes a turn away from traditional evaluation-based training approaches,
offering a way for cooperating teachers, and facilitators and university teacher educators who work
with them, to come together to shape innovative coaching and mentoring experiences for preservice
teachers. Mentoring Preservice Teachers Through Practice, building on the authors’ own work with
cooperating teachers, is based on the most recent research on learning to teach and supporting
preservice teachers and grounded in the realities of teacher education today. Each chapter includes
questions for discussion and suggested readings that can be used to explore the focus of the chapter
more deeply as well as relevant research reports published by the authors.
  thank you mr falker: Catching the Moon Crystal Hubbard, 2005 The spirited story of
Marcenia Lyle, the African American girl who grew up to become Toni Stone, the first woman to play
for an all-male professional baseball team.
  thank you mr falker: Pink and Say Patricia Polacco, 1994-09-15 When Sheldon Russell Curtis
told this story to his daughter, Rosa, she kept every word in her heart and was to retell it many
times. I will tell it in Sheldon's own words as nearly as I can. He was wounded in a fierce battle and
left for dead in a pasture somewhere in Georgia when Pinkus found him. Pinkus' skin was the color
of polished mahogany, and he was flying Union colors like the wounded boy, and he picked him up
out of the field and brought him to where the black soldier's mother, Moe Moe Bay, lived. She had
soft, gentle hands and cared for him and her Pink. But the two boys were putting her in danger, two
Union soldiers in Confederate territory! They had to get back to their outfits. Scared and uncertain,
the boys were faced with a hard decision, and then marauding Confederate troops rode in. In this
Civil War story passed from great-grandfather to grandmother, to son, and finally to the author-artist
herself, Patricia Polacco once again celebrates the shared humanity of the peoples of this world.
  thank you mr falker: Roger is Reading a Book Koen Van Biesen, 2015-03-02 Roger wants
some peace and quiet so he can read his book, but his neighbor Emily has some hobbies of her own
-- very loud ones!--
  thank you mr falker: Mrs Mack Patricia Polacco, 2001-01-15 Patricia is thrilled when her
father decides that she's finally old enough to learn to ride. But her dreams of having a beautiful
horse of her own are dashed when he takes her to a stable in Dogpatch, the rundown section of
town. Patricia is sure that she'll never learn anything in a place like that. But it's in Dogpatch that
Patricia meets two individuals--kind, patient Mrs. Mack and a glorious chestnut mare named
Penny--who help her overcome her fears, and change her life forever. Powerfully written, beautifully
told, and brought to life with rich watercolor illustrations, this is a story that will touch the heart of
everyone who reads it.
  thank you mr falker: The Graves Family Patricia Polacco, 2006-08-17 The Graves family has
just moved to Union City, and they definitely don't fit in. With giant spiders in the living room, a
voracious Venus flytrap named Phoebe in the kitchen, and a secret laboratory in the basement, the
neighbors are afraid to visit! Except for Seth and Sara Miller, the kids next door, who decide to help
them make friends. Maybe if Mr. Graves gives all the bald men in town his amazing hair-growing
tonic, which he developed from the follicles of house cats? It seems like a great idea-until the
tonic-dosed town council starts chasing birds and running up trees! And then Phoebe nearly devours
the Ladies' Auxiliary Garden Club-will the Graves family ever find a way to fit in?
  thank you mr falker: Backwords Forword Catherine A Hirschman, Hirschman Publishing,
2011-01-01
  thank you mr falker: Chicken Sunday Patricia Polacco, 1992-03-25 After being initiated into a
neighbor's family by a solemn backyard ceremony, a young Russian American girl and her African
American brothers' determine to buy their gramma Eula a beautiful Easter hat. But their good
intentions are misunderstood, until they discover just the right way to pay for the hat that Eula's had
her eye on. A loving family story woven from the author's childhood. Polacco has outdone herself
with these joyful, energetic illustrations, her vibrant colors even richer and more intense than usual,



while authentic details enhance the interest. A unique piece of Americana. —Kirkus Reviews, pointer
review In this moving picture book, the hatred sometimes engendered by racial and religious
differences is overpowered by the love of people who recognize their common humanity. —Booklist,
starred, boxed review The text conveys a tremendous pride of heritage as it brims with rich images
from her characters' African American and Russian Jewish cultures--A tribute to the strength of all
family bonds. —Publishers Weekly, starred review
  thank you mr falker: The Deepest Cut J. A. Templeton, 2012-11-13 16 year old Riley Williams
has been able to see ghosts since the car crash that took her mother's life and shattered her family.
Guilt-ridden over the belief that she's somehow responsible for her mom's death, Riley is desperate
to see her mother's elusive spirit to gain her forgiveness. When her father moves the family to
Scotland so they can all start over, Riley believes her life couldn't get worse, that is until the ghost of
19 year old Ian MacKinnon catches her puposely cutting herself. An uneasy truce quickly turns into
friendship, and soon Riley's falling hard for Ian. Riley believes her gift could help Ian end the curse
that has kept him tied to the land for centuries, but that would mean letting him go forever and she's
not sure she is strong enought to do that. As if her life wasn't complicated enough, the malevolent
spirit of the woman who killed Ian returns and she'll stop at nothing to keep Riley from helping Ian
find eternal peace.
  thank you mr falker: Gracias, Senor Falker Patricia Polacco, 2006-01-01
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