the book of the new sun

the book of the new sun is a groundbreaking science fantasy series by
acclaimed author Gene Wolfe, celebrated for its complex narrative,
philosophical depth, and richly imagined world. This article provides a
comprehensive exploration of the book of the new sun, covering its origins,
themes, characters, setting, and lasting influence on speculative fiction.
Readers will discover how Wolfe’s unique writing style and intricate
storytelling have captivated fans and scholars alike. Whether you are a
longtime enthusiast or new to the series, this guide delivers insightful
analysis and essential information on the book of the new sun, making it an
invaluable resource for anyone interested in literary masterpieces, science
fantasy, and genre innovation. Continue reading to delve into the history,
structure, and enduring legacy of this seminal work.
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Origins and Overview of the Book of the New Sun

Background and Publication History

The book of the new sun is a four-volume science fantasy series first
published between 1980 and 1983. The titles include "The Shadow of the
Torturer," "The Claw of the Conciliator," "The Sword of the Lictor," and "The
Citadel of the Autarch." An additional coda, "The Urth of the New Sun,"

serves as a companion novel and epilogue. Set in a far-future Earth known as
Urth, the series combines elements of fantasy, science fiction, and allegory,
creating a genre-defying narrative that challenges conventional boundaries.



Series Structure and Reading Order

The recommended reading order begins with the original four volumes, followed
by "The Urth of the New Sun" for those seeking further closure and context.
Each book builds upon the last, with recurring motifs, mysteries, and
revelations that reward attentive readers. The series is notable for its
dense prose, unreliable narrator, and layered storytelling.

e The Shadow of the Torturer (1980)
e The Claw of the Conciliator (1981)
e The Sword of the Lictor (1982)

e The Citadel of the Autarch (1983)

e The Urth of the New Sun (1987) — companion novel

Gene Wolfe: The Author Behind the Series

Biography and Writing Career

Gene Wolfe was an American science fiction and fantasy writer renowned for
his intricate plots and profound philosophical musings. Before becoming a
full-time author, Wolfe worked as an engineer, a background that influenced
his attention to detail and complex world-building. His literary works often
reflect themes of memory, identity, and redemption, with the book of the new
sun regarded as his magnum opus.

Influence on Speculative Fiction

Wolfe’s innovative narrative style and intellectual depth have inspired
numerous authors within the science fiction and fantasy genres. His mastery
of language, use of unreliable narrators, and blending of mythic and
futuristic elements have positioned him among the most respected literary
figures in speculative fiction.

Plot Structure and Narrative Techniques



Unreliable Narrator and First-Person Perspective

The story is told through the eyes of Severian, a former torturer exiled from
his guild. Wolfe employs an unreliable first-person perspective, challenging
readers to discern truth from illusion. This literary technique heightens the
sense of mystery and complexity, making the narrative experience deeply
immersive.

Nonlinear Storytelling and Symbolism

The book of the new sun is characterized by nonlinear storytelling, frequent
flashbacks, and symbolic imagery. Wolfe weaves mythological and religious
references throughout the text, encouraging multiple interpretations and
scholarly analysis. Readers encounter motifs of resurrection, redemption, and
transformation, all integral to the plot’s progression.

Main Characters and Their Roles

Severian: The Protagonist

Severian, the central character, is a member of the torturers’ guild who is
banished for showing mercy. His journey across Urth is a quest for self-
discovery and redemption. As both hero and antihero, Severian’s actions and
reflections drive the narrative’s philosophical underpinnings.

Key Supporting Characters

Alongside Severian, readers meet a diverse cast:

e Dorcas — a mysterious woman resurrected by Severian, whose past ties to
Urth are slowly revealed.

e Jonas — a cyborg companion with knowledge of lost technologies.
e Agia — an antagonist and complex foil to Severian.
e Thecla — a noblewoman whose fate intertwines with Severian’'s own.

e Dr. Talos and Baldanders — enigmatic figures representing science and
myth.



Each character contributes to Severian’s understanding of morality, power,
and identity, enriching the series’ thematic depth.

Major Themes and Philosophical Elements

Memory and Identity

Memory plays a crucial role in the book of the new sun, shaping Severian’s
identity and influencing his actions. Wolfe explores the fallibility of
recollection, the construction of selfhood, and the possibility of personal
transformation. The narrative repeatedly questions the reliability of
Severian’s memories and the nature of truth.

Redemption and Forgiveness

Redemption is a central theme, with Severian’s quest symbolizing the
potential for forgiveness and moral growth. Wolfe draws on religious
allegory, including Christ-like resurrection and sacrifice, to examine the
possibility of change and renewal in a decaying world.

Power, Justice, and Society

The series scrutinizes the nature of power, the ethics of justice, and the
structures of society. Through Severian’s encounters with rulers, rebels, and
commoners, Wolfe interrogates authority, responsibility, and the consequences
of violence.

The Setting: The Dying Earth of Urth

World-Building and Atmosphere

The book of the new sun unfolds on Urth, a planet in the distant future where
the sun is fading and civilizations have risen and fallen. Wolfe'’s setting
evokes a sense of nostalgia and melancholy, blending ancient ruins with
futuristic technologies. The world is rich with history, mystery, and decay,
providing a backdrop for Severian’s journey.



Culture, Technology, and Religion

Urth’s society is marked by a fusion of medieval customs and remnants of
advanced science. Religious institutions, secret societies, and arcane
rituals shape daily life. Wolfe’'s depiction of technology as ancient and
magical blurs the boundaries between science and myth, creating a unique
atmosphere.

Influence and Legacy in Science Fantasy

Impact on Readers and Writers

The book of the new sun has left a lasting mark on the science fantasy genre,
inspiring countless authors and earning a devoted following. Its complexity
and literary ambition have led to widespread acclaim, academic study, and
ongoing discussion in fan communities.

Awards and Recognition

Gene Wolfe’'s masterpiece has garnered numerous awards, including the World
Fantasy Award and the British Science Fiction Association Award. The series
is frequently cited in lists of the greatest science fiction and fantasy
works, praised for its originality and enduring relevance.

Critical Reception and Interpretations

Scholarly Analysis and Multiple Readings

Critics and scholars have examined the book of the new sun for its narrative
ambiguity, symbolism, and philosophical resonance. Wolfe’s work invites
diverse interpretations, ranging from religious allegory to postmodern
metafiction. The series continues to generate debate and fresh perspectives.

Reader Experience and Challenges

Readers often describe the series as challenging but rewarding, requiring
careful attention and repeated readings to unravel its mysteries. The dense
prose and layered storytelling demand engagement, but the payoff is a rich,
thought-provoking literary experience.



Frequently Asked Questions about the Book of the New
Sun

Q: What is the book of the new sun about?

A: The book of the new sun is a science fantasy series centered on Severian,
a torturer exiled for showing mercy. His journey across a decaying future
Earth explores themes of identity, redemption, and the nature of power.

Q: Who wrote the book of the new sun?

A: The series was written by Gene Wolfe, an American author renowned for his
complex narratives and philosophical depth in science fiction and fantasy
literature.

Q: How many books are in the book of the new sun
series?

A: There are four main volumes: "The Shadow of the Torturer," "The Claw of
the Conciliator," "The Sword of the Lictor," and "The Citadel of the
Autarch," plus a companion novel, "The Urth of the New Sun."

Q: What genre best describes the book of the new
sun?

A: The book of the new sun is considered science fantasy, blending elements
of science fiction, fantasy, allegory, and philosophical fiction.

Q: Why is Severian considered an unreliable
narrator?

A: Severian’s account often contains inconsistencies and subjective
recollections, prompting readers to question the accuracy and truth of his
narrative.

Q: What are some major themes in the book of the new
sun?

A: Major themes include memory and identity, redemption, power, justice,
society, and the interplay of science and religion.



Q: What makes the setting of Urth unique?

A: Urth is a far-future Earth where the sun is fading, civilizations have
collapsed, and technology is indistinguishable from magic, creating a
haunting and mysterious atmosphere.

Q: Has the book of the new sun won any awards?

A: Yes, the series has won several prestigious awards, including the World
Fantasy Award and the British Science Fiction Association Award.

Q: Is the book of the new sun difficult to read?

A: Many readers find the series challenging due to its dense prose, complex
narrative, and symbolic content, but it is often described as highly
rewarding for those who engage deeply.

Q: How has the book of the new sun influenced other
works?

A: The series has profoundly influenced science fantasy and speculative
fiction, inspiring writers with its narrative innovation, philosophical
themes, and genre-blending storytelling.
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The Book of the New Sun: A Deep Dive into Gene
Wolfe's Masterpiece

Are you ready to embark on a literary journey unlike any other? Gene Wolfe's The Book of the New
Sun isn't just a science fiction series; it's a labyrinthine exploration of language, religion, memory,
and the very nature of reality itself. This isn't your typical space opera; it's a challenging, rewarding
read that demands attention and offers profound rewards. This post will delve into the intricacies of
this critically acclaimed masterpiece, exploring its compelling characters, its unique narrative
structure, and the enduring mysteries that continue to fascinate readers decades after its
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publication. We'll unpack its thematic depth, discuss its influence on the genre, and provide you with
everything you need to understand and appreciate this remarkable work.

Understanding the Unique Narrative Structure of The Book of
the New Sun

One of the most striking aspects of The Book of the New Sun is its unconventional narrative
structure. The story is told through the fragmented memories and observations of Severian, an
apprentice torturer who is exiled from his guild and embarks on a perilous journey across a
decaying, richly imagined world. Wolfe masterfully employs unreliable narration, constantly
questioning the reader's perception of events and characters. Severian's perspective shifts, his
memories are unclear, and the truth is often obscured by layers of allegory and symbolism. This
deliberate ambiguity is a key element of the novel's power, forcing readers to actively participate in
the process of deciphering its mysteries.

#### The Power of Ambiguity and Unreliable Narration

This isn't a story that spoon-feeds its reader answers. Wolfe's masterful use of ambiguity leaves
much open to interpretation, fostering rich discussion and multiple readings. Severian's own
uncertainty about his past and his future reflects the inherent uncertainties of life itself. This
stylistic choice adds immense depth and encourages re-reading, revealing new layers of meaning
with each encounter. The seemingly simple act of storytelling becomes a complex game of revelation
and concealment.

Exploring the Key Characters and Their Significance

While Severian is the central protagonist, The Book of the New Sun boasts a rich cast of intriguing
and enigmatic characters. Each encounter serves to further illuminate the complexities of Severian's
journey and the world around him. Characters are rarely presented straightforwardly; their
motivations and true natures remain shrouded in mystery, adding to the overall sense of unease and
wonder.

###4# Severian: The Reluctant Hero

Severian, the seemingly simple apprentice torturer, is far more complex than he initially appears.
His journey is one of self-discovery, forcing him to confront his past and grapple with the moral
ambiguities inherent in his profession and the world he inhabits. He's not a traditional hero, but his
flaws and uncertainties make him all the more compelling.

##+#+# The Other Significant Characters: A Constellation of Mystery

From the enigmatic Dorcas to the mysterious Baldanders and the ever-present shadow of the
Autarch, the secondary characters in The Book of the New Sun are equally captivating, adding
layers of depth and mystery to Severian's experiences. Their roles are often ambiguous, challenging
the reader to decipher their true intentions and significance within the overarching narrative.



The Thematic Depth of The Book of the New Sun: Exploring
Religion, Power, and Mortality

Beyond its captivating narrative and characters, The Book of the New Sun explores profound themes
relevant to the human condition. The series grapples with the nature of religion, examining its power
to shape beliefs and influence actions. The concepts of power, both secular and spiritual, are
constantly interrogated. The looming presence of mortality and the ephemeral nature of existence
are woven into the fabric of the narrative. The exploration of these themes elevates The Book of the
New Sun beyond a simple science fiction series, positioning it as a work of philosophical depth and
literary significance.

The Book of the New Sun's Influence on Science Fiction and
Fantasy

Wolfe's masterpiece has had a profound and lasting influence on the science fiction and fantasy
genres. Its unique narrative style, its exploration of complex themes, and its richly imagined world
have inspired countless authors and continue to resonate with readers. Its impact can be seen in the
works of many contemporary authors who have embraced ambiguity and unconventional storytelling
techniques.

Conclusion

The Book of the New Sun is a literary achievement of the highest order. It's a demanding read, but
the rewards are immense. It's a journey into a world both alien and strangely familiar, a meditation
on humanity's complexities, and a testament to the power of language and imagination. It is a book
that will stay with you long after you turn the final page, demanding re-reading and rewarding
deeper engagement with its profound complexities. Prepare to be challenged, intrigued, and
ultimately captivated by this modern classic.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. How many books are in The Book of the New Sun? There are four books in the series: Shadow of
the Torturer, Claw of the Conciliator, The Claw of the Conciliator, and The Citadel of the Autarch.

2. Is The Book of the New Sun difficult to read? Yes, it is known for its challenging narrative
structure, ambiguous language, and dense prose. However, the rewards for persevering are
substantial.



3. What is the setting of The Book of the New Sun? The setting is a far-future Earth, vastly different
from our own, a world characterized by decay, mystery, and hidden powers.

4. What are the major themes explored in the series? Major themes include the nature of religion,
the corrupting influence of power, the human capacity for both good and evil, memory, and the
search for meaning in a seemingly chaotic universe.

5. Why is The Book of the New Sun considered a masterpiece? Its intricate narrative, profound
thematic exploration, unforgettable characters, and lasting impact on the science fiction genre
solidify its status as a modern classic, continuing to challenge and inspire readers decades after its
publication.

the book of the new sun: The Book of the New Sun Gene Wolfe, 2015-03-12 An
extraordinary epic, set a million years in the future, in the time of a dying sun, when our present
culture is no longer even a memory. Severian, a torturer's apprentice, is exiled from his guild after
falling in love with one of his prisoners. Ordered to the distant city of Thrax, armed with his ancient
executioner's sword, Terminus Est, Severian must make his way across the perilous, ruined
landscape of this far-future Urth. But is his finding of the mystical gem, the Claw of the Conciliator,
merely an accident, or does Fate have a grander plans for Severian the torturer . . . ? This edition
contains the first two volumes of this four volume novel, The Shadow of the Torturer and The Claw
of the Conciliator.

the book of the new sun: The Book of the New Sun Gene Wolfe, 1998 Shadow of the
torturer.; Claw of the conciliator.; Sword of the lictor.; Citadel of the autarch.

the book of the new sun: The Book of the New Sun: Volume 1 Gene Wolfe, 2017-01-10 An
extraordinary epic, set a million years in the future, in the time of a dying sun, when our present
culture is no longer even a memory. Severian, a torturer's apprentice, is exiled from his guild after
falling in love with one of his prisoners. Ordered to the distant city of Thrax, armed with his ancient
executioner's sword, Terminus Est, Severian must make his way across the perilous, ruined
landscape of this far-future Urth. But is his finding of the mystical gem, the Claw of the Conciliator,
merely an accident, or does Fate have a grander plans for Severian the torturer . . . ? This edition
contains the first two volumes of this four volume novel, The Shadow of the Torturer and The Claw
of the Conciliator.

the book of the new sun: Sword & Citadel Gene Wolfe, 1994-10-15 A Major work of
twentieth-century American Literature.

the book of the new sun: The Shadow of the Torturer Gene Wolfe, 2011-09-29 So begins
one of the most celebrated stories in fantasy literature . . . packed full of mystery, deep themes and
incredible prose, meet Severian the Torturer and follow him on his journey across the great world of
Urth Severian is a torturer, born to the guild and with an exceptionally promising career ahead of
him . . . until he falls in love with one of his victims, a beautiful young noblewoman. Her
excruciations are delayed for some months and, out of love, Severian helps her commit suicide and
escape her fate. For a torturer, there is no more unforgivable act. In punishment he is exiled from
the guild and his home city to the distant metropolis of Thrax with little more than Terminus Est, a
fabled sword, to his name. Along the way he has to learn to survive in a wider world without the
guild - a world in which he has already made both allies and enemies. And a strange gem is about to
fall into his possession, which will only make his enemies pursue him with ever-more determination .
.. Winner of the World Fantasy Award for best novel, 1981 Winner of the BSFA Award for best
novel, 1982 Readers can't stop reading The Shadow of the Torturer: 'Full of rich characters and
great imagination' Mark Lawrence, author of Red Sister 'A dark jewel . . . He has a mastery of
language not often seen in fantasy writing . . . Couple this with an original and unique, highly
imaginative and complex worldbuilding and the high praise is warranted' Goodreads reviewer, [] [ []



0 [ 'This is a picaresque fantasy with a difference, for our hero Severian is no wide-eyed country boy
from the shire, but an apprentice torturer, thoroughly schooled in his trade' Goodreads reviewer, ] []
000 "There are certain books that can be considered life-changing experiences. Gene Wolfe is an
author who has written one of those for me' Goodreads reviewer, [][][][][] 'The Book of the New Sun
Tetralogy is one of the great achievements in science fiction and is a MUST READ for fans of the
genre. HIGHEST POSSIBLE RECOMMENDATION!!!" Goodreads reviewer, [][][] [ 'In addition to
being unique in style, The Shadow of the Torturer is a gorgeous piece of work: passionate
storytelling (heart-wrenching in places), fascinating insights into nature and the human condition,
beautiful prose' Goodreads reviewer, [][] ][] [J 'Genre fiction at its finest. Original, difficult and
well-crafted, it is easy to see how Wolfe is regarded as a writer's writer' Goodreads reviewer, [J[1 [
[

the book of the new sun: Solar Labyrinth Robert Borski, 2004-05-20 Gene Wolfe's BOOK OF
THE NEW SUN has been hailed by both critics and readers as quite possibly the best science fiction
novel ever written. And yet at the same time, like another masterpiece of fiction, James Joyce's
Ulysses, it's been deemed endlessly complex and filled with impenetrable mysteries. Now, however,
in the first book-length investigation of Wolfe's literary puzzlebox, Robert Borski takes you inside the
twisting corridors of the tetralogy and along the way reveals his solutions to many of the novel's
conundrums and riddles, such as who really is Severian's lost twin sister (almost certainly not who
you think) and why he believes the novel's main character may not even be the torturer Severian.
Furthermore, and in essay after essay, Borski demonstrates how a single master key will unlock
many of the book's secret relationships-all in the attempt to guide you through the labyrinth that is
Gene Wolfe's BOOK OF THE NEW SUN.

the book of the new sun: The Urth of the New Sun Gene Wolfe, 1997-11-15 The long awaited
sequel to Gene Wolfe's four-volume classic, The Book of the New Sun. We return to the world of
Severian, now the Autarch of Urth, as he leaves the planet on one of the huge spaceships of the alien
Hierodules to travel across time and space to face his greatest test, to become the legendary New
Sun or die. The strange, rich, original spaceship scenes give way to travels in time, wherein Severian
revisits times and places which fill in parts of the background of the four-volume work, that will thrill
and intrigue particularly all readers of the earlier books. But The Urth of the New Sun is an
independent structure all of a piece, an integral masterpiece to shelve beside the classics, one itself.
At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights Management Software
(DRM) applied.

the book of the new sun: The Citadel of the Autarch Gene Wolfe, 2011-09-29 Severian the
Torturer continues his epic journey across the lands of Urth, carrying with him the Claw of the
Conciliator and the great sword, Terminus Est. All his travels are leading towards a destiny that he
dare not refuse . . . Winner of the John W. Campbell Award for best novel, 1984

the book of the new sun: The Book of the New Sun: Volume 2 Gene Wolfe, 2016-11-10 An
extraordinary epic, set a million years in the future, in the time of a dying sun, when our present
culture is no longer even a memory. The torturer's apprentice, Severian, exiled from his guild after
falling in love with one of his prisoners, is now the Lictor of Thrax, a city far distant from his home.
But it is not long before Severian must flee this city, too, and journey again into the world.
Embattled by friends and enemies alike, pursued by monstrous creatures, the one-time torturer's
apprentice must overcome hitherto unimagined perils, as he moves closer to fulfilling his ultimate
destiny. This edition contains the concluding two volumes of this four-volume novel, The Sword of
the Lictor and The Citadel of the Autarch.

the book of the new sun: The Claw Of The Conciliator Gene Wolfe, 2011-09-29 The torturer
Severian continues his journey of exile to the city Thrax, carrying with him the ancient executioner's
sword and the Claw of the Conciliator, a gem of extraterrestrial power and beauty which no one man
is meant to possess . .. Winner of the Nebula Award for best novel, 1981

the book of the new sun: Shadows of the New Sun J. E. Mooney, Bill Fawcett, 2013-08-27 An
all-star tribute to Gene Wolfe, featuring the work of Neil Gaiman, David Brin, Nancy Kress, and



others Perhaps no living author of imaginative fiction has earned the awards, accolades, respect,
and literary reputation of Gene Wolfe. His prose has been called subtle and brilliant, inspiring not
just lovers of fantasy and science fiction, but readers of every stripe, transcending genre and defying
preconceptions. In this volume, a select group of Wolfe's fellow authors pay tribute to the
award-winning creator of The Book of the New Sun, The Fifth Head of Cerberus, Soldier of the Mist,
The Wizard Knight and many others, with entirely new stories written specifically to honor the
writer hailed by The Washington Post as one of America's finest. Shadows of the New Sun features
contributions by Neil Gaiman, David Brin, David Drake, Nancy Kress, and many others, plus two new
short stories by Gene Wolfe himself. At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital
Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.

the book of the new sun: Lake of the Long Sun Gene Wolfe, 2015-08-25 Lake of the Long
Sun is the second volume in the Book of the Long Sun series from science fiction and fantasy master
Gene Wolfe It is the far future, and the giant spaceship, The Whorl, has travelled for forgotten
generation towards its destination. Lit inside by the artificial Long Sun, The Whorl is so huge that
you can see whole cities in the sky. And now the gods of The Whorl begin to intervene in human
affairs. A god speaks to Patera Silk, a clergyman at work in the schoolyard of his church. Silk must
go on a quest to save his church and his people. Stylistic excellence and topnotch
storytelling.--Library Journal At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights
Management Software (DRM) applied.

the book of the new sun: Revelation, 1999-01-01 The final book of the Bible, Revelation
prophesies the ultimate judgement of mankind in a series of allegorical visions, grisly images and
numerological predictions. According to these, empires will fall, the Beast will be destroyed and
Christ will rule a new Jerusalem. With an introduction by Will Self.

the book of the new sun: The Book of the New Sun Gene Wolfe, 2011 Recently voted the
greatest fantasy of all time, after The Lord of the Rings and The Hobbit, Gene Wolfe's The Book of
the New Sun is an extraordinary epic, set a million years in the future, on an Earth transformed in
mysterious and wondrous ways, in a time when our present culture is no longer even a memory.
Severian, the central character, is a torturer, exiled from his guild after falling in love with one of his
victims, and journeying to the distant city of Thrax, armed with his ancient executioner's sword,
Terminus Est. This edition contains the first two volumes of this four volume novel, The Shadow of
the Torturer and The Claw of the Conciliator

the book of the new sun: Lexicon Urthus, Second Edition Michael Andre-Driussi,
2008-08-01 Lexicon Urthus is an alphabetical dictionary for the complete Urth Cycle by Gene Wolfe:
The Shadow of the Torturer; The Claw of the Conciliator; The Sword of the Lictor; The Citadel of the
Autarch; the sequel Urth of the New Sun; the novella Empires of Foliage and Flower; the short
stories The Cat, The Map, and The Old Woman Whose Rolling Pin Is the Sun; and Gene Wolfe's own
commentaries in The Castle of the Otter. The first edition was nominated for a World Fantasy Award.
This second edition, available for the first time in paperback, includes 300 new entries. When the
first edition was published, Science Fiction Age said: Lexicon Urthus makes a perfect gift for any fan
of [Wolfe's] work, and from the way his words sell, it appears that there are many deserving readers
out there waiting. Gary K. Wolfe, in Locus, said: A convenient and well researched glossary of names
and terms. . . . It provides enough of a gloss on the novels that it almost evokes Wolfe's distant
future all by itself. . . . It can provide both a useful reference and a good deal of fun. Donald Keller
said, in the New York Review of Science Fiction: A fruitful product of obsession, this is a thorough . .
. dictionary of the Urth Cycle. . . . Andre-Driussi's research has been exhaustive, and he has
discovered many fascinating things . . . [it is] head-spinning to confront a myriad of small and large
details, some merely interesting, others jawdropping.

the book of the new sun: The Sword of the Lictor Gene Wolfe, 1991 Severian, the disgraced
apprentice torturer, has reached his place of exile - Thrax, the city of Windowless Rooms, where he
must take up his post as Lictor, executioner and torturer. However, he flees the city and heads into
the mountains, to meet the mysterious Dr Talos.



the book of the new sun: The Best of Gene Wolfe Gene Wolfe, 2009-03-17 From a literary
perspective, this will certainly be the best collection of the year in science fiction and fantasy. Gene
Wolfe, of whom The Washington Post said, Of all SF writers currently active none is held in higher
esteem, has selected the short fiction he considers his finest into one volume. There are many award
winners and many that have been selected for various Year's Best anthologies. Gene Wolfe has
produced possibly the finest and most significant body of short fiction in the SF and fantasy field in
the last fifty years, and is certainly among the greatest living writers to emerge from the genres.
This is the first retrospective collection of his entire career. It is for the ages. At the Publisher's
request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.

the book of the new sun: The Dying Earth Jack Vance, 2011-11-14 New races of man had
evolved, new species of beast; science had vanished and magic had arisen to dominate the twilight of
our world as it dominated the earth's morning. The Dying Earth is Jack Vance's finest work - a
stunning evocation of a world peopled by wizards, witches, demons, monsters, dashing princes and
forlorn maidens. A bejewelled gallery of strange and wonderful beings in the eminent tradition of
Tolkien and William Morris. Jack Vance's preferred title for this collection is Mazirian the Magician,
but while we have elsewhere deferred to his wishes, in this case the book is so famous under a title
of which he apparently strongly disapproves that we concluded it would be absurd to change it. All
Jack Vance titles in the SFGateway use the author's preferred texts, as restored for the Vance
Integral Edition (VIE), an extensive project masterminded by an international online community of
Vance's admirers. In general, we also use the VIE titles, and have adopted the arrangement of short
story collections to eliminate overlaps.

the book of the new sun: Under the Banner of Heaven Jon Krakauer, 2004-06-08 NATIONAL
BESTSELLER ¢ From the author of Into the Wild and Into Thin Air, this extraordinary work of
investigative journalism takes readers inside America’s isolated Mormon Fundamentalist
communities. * Now an acclaimed FX limited series streaming on HULU. “Fantastic.... Right up
there with In Cold Blood and The Executioner’s Song.” —San Francisco Chronicle Defying both civil
authorities and the Mormon establishment in Salt Lake City, the renegade leaders of these
Taliban-like theocracies are zealots who answer only to God; some 40,000 people still practice
polygamy in these communities. At the core of Krakauer’s book are brothers Ron and Dan Lafferty,
who insist they received a commandment from God to kill a blameless woman and her baby girl.
Beginning with a meticulously researched account of this appalling double murder, Krakauer
constructs a multi-layered, bone-chilling narrative of messianic delusion, polygamy, savage violence,
and unyielding faith. Along the way he uncovers a shadowy offshoot of America’s fastest growing
religion, and raises provocative questions about the nature of religious belief.

the book of the new sun: In the Orbit of Sirens T. A. Bruno, 2020-10-04 Nightmarish machines
have driven humanity into the depths of space. The survivors are forced to adapt to a planet filled
with monsters.

the book of the new sun: Gurps New Sun Gene Seabolt, Michael Andre-Driussi, 1999-12-01 --
Gene Wolfe's science fiction is acclaimed for literary excellence. -- Cover by award-winning science
fiction and fantasy artist Don Maitz. -- Includes maps and a comprehensive glossary of the New Sun
background...a valuable resource for any Wolfe fan, gamer or not!

the book of the new sun: There Are Doors Gene Wolfe, 2001-10-09 There Are Doors is the
story of a man who falls in love with a goddess from an alternate universe. She flees him, but he
pursues her through doorways-interdimensional gateways-to the other place, determined to sacrifice
his life, if necessary, for her love. For in her world, to be her mate . . . is to die. At the Publisher's
request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.

the book of the new sun: Gene Wolfe's The Book of the New Sun: A Chapter Guide Michael
Andre-Driussi, 2019-11-05 A chapter-by-chapter guide to Gene Wolfe's The Book of the New Sun, its
sequel The Urth of the New Sun, and four shorter works.

the book of the new sun: Let All the Children Boogie Sam ]. Miller, 2021-01-06 From the
Nebula-Award-winning author of The Art of Starving comes Sam J. Miller's sci-fi time traveling tale,



Let All the Chlidren Boogie, a Tor.com Original As the Cold War stalls and the threat of nuclear
warfare dominates the news, small-town misfits Laurie and Fell bond over a shared love of music
and the mystery of the erratic radio messages that hint at the existence of a future worth reaching
out for. At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights Management
Software (DRM) applied.

the book of the new sun: The House in the Cerulean Sea T] Klune, 2021-07-27 Linus Baker
leads a quiet, solitary life. At forty, he lives in a tiny house with a devious cat and his old records. As
a Case Worker at the Department in Charge Of Magical Youth, he spends his days overseeing the
well-being of children in government-sanctioned orphanages. When Linus is unexpectedly
summoned by Extremely Upper Management he's given a curious and highly classified assignment:
travel to Marsyas Island Orphanage, where six dangerous children reside: a gnome, a sprite, a
wyvern, an unidentifiable green blob, a were-Pomeranian, and the Antichrist. Linus must set aside
his fears and determine whether or not they're likely to bring about the end of days. But the children
aren't the only secret the island keeps. Their caretaker is the charming and enigmatic Arthur
Parnassus, who will do anything to keep his wards safe. As Arthur and Linus grow closer, long-held
secrets are exposed, and Linus must make a choice: destroy a home or watch the world burn. An
enchanting story, masterfully told, The House in the Cerulean Sea is about the profound experience
of discovering an unlikely family in an unexpected place - and realizing that family is yours.

the book of the new sun: Journey to the West (2018 Edition - PDF) Wu Cheng'en,
2018-08-14 The bestselling Journey to the West comic book by artist Chang Boon Kiat is now back in
a brand new fully coloured edition. Journey to the West is one of the greatest classics in Chinese
literature. It tells the epic tale of the monk Xuanzang who journeys to the West in search of the
Buddhist sutras with his disciples, Sun Wukong, Sandy and Pigsy. Along the way, Xuanzang's life
was threatened by the diabolical White Bone Spirit, the menacing Red Child and his fearsome
parents and, a host of evil spirits who sought to devour Xuanzang's flesh to attain immortality. Bear
witness to the formidable Sun Wukong's (Monkey God) prowess as he takes them on, using his Fiery
Eyes, Golden Cudgel, Somersault Cloud, and quick wits! Be prepared for a galloping read that will
leave you breathless!

the book of the new sun: The Hum and the Shiver Alex Bledsoe, 2011-09-27 The Hum and
the Shiver by Alex Bledsoe is an enchanting tale of music and magic older than the hills, and the first
book in the wondrous Tufa series. . . . Imagine a book somewhere between American Gods and
Faulkner. In brief: a good book. Absolutely worth your time.—Patrick Rothfuss, New York Times
bestselling author, on The Hum and the Shiver Private Bronwyn Hyatt had left her small town of
Needsville for the army to escape the pressures of her mystical Tufa family legacy. She returns a
lone survivor after a disastrous attack overseas, wounded in body and spirit. But cryptic omens warn
of impending tragedy, and a restless haint lurks nearby, waiting to reveal Bronwyn's darkest secrets.
Now Bronwyn finds the greatest battle lies right in her backyard, especially as young minister with
too much curiosity arrives in town. If she makes the wrong choice, the consequences could be deadly
for all the Tufa. . . . A sheer delight.—Kirkus Reviews, starred review Enter the captivating world of
the fae in Alex Bledsoe's Tufa novels The Hum and the Shiver Wisp of a Thing Long Black Curl
Chapel of Ease Gather Her Round At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital
Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.

the book of the new sun: The Fifth Head of Cerberus Gene Wolfe, 1994-03-15 Tor
Essentials presents new editions of science fiction and fantasy titles of proven merit and lasting
value, each volume introduced by an appropriate literary figure. Far from Earth, two sister planets,
Saint Anne and Saint Croix, circle each other in an eternal dance. It is said a race of shapeshifters
once lived here, only to perish when men came. But one man believes they can still be found,
somewhere in back of the beyond. In The Fifth Head of Cerberus, Gene Wolfe skillfully interweaves
three bizarre tales to create a mesmerizing pattern: the harrowing account of the son of a mad
genius who discovers his hideous heritage; a young man's mythic dreamquest for his darker half;
and the bizarre chronicle of a scientist's nightmarish imprisonment. Like an intricate, braided knot,



the pattern at last unfolds to reveal astonishing truths about this strange and savage alien
landscape. With a new introduction by O. Henry Award winning author Brian Evenson At the
Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM)
applied.

the book of the new sun: Shadows of the New Sun Peter Wright, Peter Ronald Wright, 2007
This collection of interviews and essays places under one cover an amazing selection of
difficult-to-find resources for the avid Gene Wolfe reader and scholar. The essays concern the nature
of writing, including character, structure and the profession of the writer. Also included are a series
of interviews with Wolfe and the holy grail of 'New Sun' aficionados: Books in the Book of the New
Sun, previously only available in a rare small-press volume.

the book of the new sun: The World Book Encyclopedia , 2002 An encyclopedia designed
especially to meet the needs of elementary, junior high, and senior high school students.

the book of the new sun: A Thousand Splendid Suns Khaled Hosseini, 2009-02-24 Mariam is
only fifteen when she is sent to Kabul to marry Rasheed. Nearly two decades later, a friendship
grows between Mariam and a local teenager, Laila, as strong as the ties between mother and
daughter. When the Taliban take over, life becomes a desperate struggle against starvation,
brutality and fear. Yet love can move a person to act in unexpected ways, and lead them to overcome
the most daunting obstacles with a startling heroism.

the book of the new sun: The Sorcerer's House Gene Wolfe, 2010-04-01 In a contemporary
town in the American midwest where he has no connections, Bax, an educated man recently
released from prison, is staying in a motel. He writes letters to his brother and to others, including a
friend still in jail, to whom he progressively reveals the intriguing pieces of a strange and fantastic
narrative. When he meets a real estate agent who tells him he is, to his utter surprise, the heir to a
huge old house in town, long empty, he moves in. He is immediately confronted by an array of
supernatural creatures and events, by love and danger. His life is utterly transformed and we read
on, because we must know more. We revise our opinions of him, and of others, with each letter,
piecing together more of the story as we go. We learn things about magic, and another world, and
about the sorcerer Mr. Black, who originally inhabited the house. And then knowing what we now
know only in the end, perhaps we read it again. At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold
without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.

the book of the new sun: Midnight Sun Stephenie Meyer, 2020-08-04 #1 bestselling author
Stephenie Meyer makes a triumphant return to the world of Twilight with this highly anticipated
companion: the iconic love story of Bella and Edward told from the vampire's point of view. When
Edward Cullen and Bella Swan met in Twilight, an iconic love story was born. But until now, fans
have heard only Bella's side of the story. At last, readers can experience Edward's version in the
long-awaited companion novel, Midnight Sun. This unforgettable tale as told through Edward's eyes
takes on a new and decidedly dark twist. Meeting Bella is both the most unnerving and intriguing
event he has experienced in all his years as a vampire. As we learn more fascinating details about
Edward's past and the complexity of his inner thoughts, we understand why this is the defining
struggle of his life. How can he justify following his heart if it means leading Bella into danger? In
Midnight Sun, Stephenie Meyer transports us back to a world that has captivated millions of readers
and brings us an epic novel about the profound pleasures and devastating consequences of immortal
love. An instant #1 New York Times BestsellerAn instant #1 USA Today BestsellerAn instant #1
Wall Street Journal BestsellerAn instant #1 IndieBound BestsellerApple Audiobook August
Must-Listens Pick People do not want to just read Meyer's books; they want to climb inside them and
live there. -- Time A literary phenomenon. -- New York Times

the book of the new sun: Klara and the Sun Kazuo Ishiguro, 2021-03-02 Longlisted for the
Booker Prize 2021 The #1 Sunday Times Bestseller Featured in Barack Obama's Summer Reading
List 2021 'This is a novel for fans of Never Let Me Go . . . tender, touching and true.' The Times 'The
Sun always has ways to reach us.' From her place in the store, Klara, an Artificial Friend with
outstanding observational qualities, watches carefully the behaviour of those who come in to browse,



and of those who pass in the street outside. She remains hopeful a customer will soon choose her,
but when the possibility emerges that her circumstances may change for ever, Klara is warned not to
invest too much in the promises of humans. In Klara and the Sun, his first novel since winning the
Nobel Prize in Literature, Kazuo Ishiguro looks at our rapidly-changing modern world through the
eyes of an unforgettable narrator to explore a fundamental question: what does it mean to love?
'‘Beautiful' Guardian 'Flawless' The Times 'Devastating' FT 'Another masterpiece' Observer

the book of the new sun: Severian of the Guild Gene Wolfe, 2007 Severian is a torturer,
born to the guild and with an exceptionally promising career ahead of him . . . until he falls in love
with one of his victims, a beautiful young noblewoman. Out of love, Severian helps her commit
suicide and escape her fate - no more unforgivable act for a torturer. He is exiled from the guild and
his home city to the distant metropolis of Thrax with little more than Terminus Est, a fabled sword,
to his name. Along the way he has to learn to survive in a wider world without the guild - a world in
which he has already made both allies and enemies. And a strange gem is about to fall into his
possession, which will make his enemies pursue him with ever more determination . . . Welcome to a
world in which nothing is quite as it seems; to an unreliable narrator; to extraordinary, vivid and
evocative writing; to one of the greatest genre classics of all time.

the book of the new sun: Half of a Yellow Sun Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, 2010-10-29 With
her award-winning debut novel, Purple Hibiscus, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie was heralded by the
Washington Post Book World as the “21st century daughter” of Chinua Achebe. Now, in her
masterly, haunting new novel, she recreates a seminal moment in modern African history: Biafra’s
impassioned struggle to establish an independent republic in Nigeria during the 1960s. With the
effortless grace of a natural storyteller, Adichie weaves together the lives of five characters caught
up in the extraordinary tumult of the decade. Fifteen-year-old Ugwu is houseboy to Odenigbo, a
university professor who sends him to school, and in whose living room Ugwu hears voices full of
revolutionary zeal. Odenigbo’s beautiful mistress, Olanna, a sociology teacher, is running away from
her parents’ world of wealth and excess; Kainene, her urbane twin, is taking over their father’s
business; and Kainene’s English lover, Richard, forms a bridge between their two worlds. As we
follow these intertwined lives through a military coup, the Biafran secession and the subsequent
war, Adichie brilliantly evokes the promise, and intimately, the devastating disappointments that
marked this time and place. Epic, ambitious and triumphantly realized, Half of a Yellow Sun is a
more powerful, dramatic and intensely emotional picture of modern Africa than any we have had
before.

the book of the new sun: Ulysses ,

the book of the new sun: Fahrenheit 451 Ray Bradbury, 1968 A fireman in charge of burning
books meets a revolutionary school teacher who dares to read. Depicts a future world in which all
printed reading material is burned.

the book of the new sun: Holy Bible (NIV) Various Authors,, 2008-09-02 The NIV is the
world's best-selling modern translation, with over 150 million copies in print since its first full
publication in 1978. This highly accurate and smooth-reading version of the Bible in modern English
has the largest library of printed and electronic support material of any modern translation.

the book of the new sun: A Little Life Hanya Yanagihara, 2016 Moving to New York to pursue
creative ambitions, four former classmates share decades marked by love, loss, addiction, and
haunting elements from a brutal childhood.
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