the gift of the magi script

the gift of the magi script is a timeless piece that has captured the hearts of audiences
for generations. This article provides a comprehensive guide on the script adaptation of O.
Henry’s beloved short story, exploring its historical background, essential elements,
structure, and adaptability for modern performances. Readers will discover the key
components that make “The Gift of the Magi” script so enduring, including its central
themes, characterization, and unique dialogue. This guide also covers practical tips for
staging, casting, and directing the script, making it invaluable for educators, theater
groups, and anyone interested in bringing this classic tale to life. Whether you are
searching for script samples, performance advice, or a deeper understanding of its literary

value, this article will equip you with everything you need to know about “the gift of the
magi script.”
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Understanding the Origin of “The Gift of the
Magi” Script

The script of “The Gift of the Magi” is rooted in O. Henry’s classic short story, first published
in 1905. Over the years, this story has been adapted into numerous stage plays,
screenplays, and even musicals. The enduring popularity of the story has made “the gift of
the magi script” a staple in literature curricula and community theater performances
worldwide. Its universal themes of love, sacrifice, and selflessness resonate across cultures
and generations. Understanding the origin of the script and its literary foundation is
essential for appreciating its impact and adaptability. The script is commonly used during
the holiday season but remains relevant throughout the year due to its timeless message.
Many writers and playwrights have offered their own interpretations, but the core narrative
remains faithful to O. Henry’s vision.



Key Elements of the Gift of the Magi Script

“The Gift of the Magi” script contains several essential elements that contribute to its
effectiveness as a dramatic piece. These elements ensure that the story’s emotional power
is conveyed to the audience, regardless of the adaptation style or setting. From carefully
crafted dialogue to stage directions and character interactions, every component plays a
role in shaping the script’'s impact.

Essential Components in the Script

Dialogue: The script features poignant and realistic conversations between the main
characters, highlighting their love and struggles.

Stage Directions: Clear stage directions help actors and directors visualize the
humble setting and emotional atmosphere.

Narration: Many adaptations use a narrator to convey O. Henry’s distinct voice and
to provide context for the audience.

Climax and Resolution: The script builds to the reveal of the couple’s sacrifices,
culminating in a powerful emotional resolution.

Script Formats and Length

Scripts for “The Gift of the Magi” vary in length, ranging from short one-act plays suitable
for classroom readings to full-length productions with expanded dialogue and additional
characters. The most common versions are concise, focusing on the interaction between
Jim and Della, but some adaptations introduce secondary characters or add musical
elements.

Structure and Adaptation of the Script

“The Gift of the Magi” script typically follows a three-act or one-act structure, depending on
the intended performance setting. Adaptations may adjust the pacing, dialogue, or
character focus to suit different audience groups or theatrical styles. Directors and
scriptwriters often adapt the story for modern audiences while retaining the original’s
emotional core.



Common Scene Breakdown

Act 1: Introduction to Jim and Della’s financial situation, setting the scene in their
modest apartment.

Act 2: Both characters independently decide to make sacrifices to buy a meaningful
gift for the other.

Act 3: The gift exchange, the revelation of their sacrifices, and a concluding reflection
on the meaning of true love.

Adaptation for Modern Audiences

Many playwrights update the setting or dialogue to reflect contemporary times, allowing
the script to connect with new generations. These adaptations may include diverse casting,
updated language, or even multimedia elements. Regardless of the changes, the central
message of love and sacrifice remains at the heart of every adaptation.

Major Themes in “The Gift of the Magi” Script

The script’s enduring appeal lies in its exploration of universal themes that resonate with
audiences of all ages. These themes are woven throughout the dialogue, actions, and stage
directions, making them central to any production.

Love and Sacrifice

The most prominent theme is the selfless love between Jim and Della. Each character’s
willingness to give up their most prized possession for the other underscores the idea that
true wealth lies not in material goods but in genuine affection and understanding.

Value and Materialism

The script addresses the tension between material possessions and emotional fulfillment.
By sacrificing their treasures, the characters learn that the value of a gift is determined by
the thought and love behind it, not its price tag.



Irony and Wisdom

O. Henry’s use of situational irony is central to the story’s impact. The audience is led to
anticipate a joyful exchange, only to discover that each gift, while rendered useless,
symbolizes the depth of their love. The closing narration often references the wisdom of the
Magi, reinforcing the story’s moral lesson.

Character Analysis in the Script

A well-crafted “the gift of the magi script” provides rich opportunities for character
exploration. Understanding the motivations and personalities of each character is vital for
actors and directors aiming to deliver a compelling performance.

Jim

Jim is characterized by his quiet strength, humility, and deep affection for Della. His
decision to sell his prized watch reveals his willingness to put his wife’s happiness above his
own desires. His dialogue and actions are understated yet powerful, requiring thoughtful
interpretation by the actor.

Della

Della’s emotional journey is at the heart of the script. She is portrayed as loving,
resourceful, and determined, going to great lengths to secure a special gift for Jim. Her
expressive dialogue and gestures convey both her vulnerability and her unwavering
devotion.

Supporting Characters and Narrator

Some adaptations introduce minor characters, such as shopkeepers or friends, to enhance
the narrative. The narrator, often present in the script, serves to guide the audience
through the story’s events and provide insight into the characters’ inner thoughts.

Tips for Performing the Gift of the Magi Script

Successfully performing “the gift of the magi script” requires careful preparation and
attention to detail. Directors and actors should focus on conveying the emotional depth and
subtle nuances that define the story.



Casting Considerations

e Choose actors with strong chemistry to portray the believable bond between Jim and
Della.

e Consider diverse casting to make the story accessible to a wider audience.

e Assign a capable narrator with clear diction and expressive delivery.

Staging and Set Design

e Keep the set simple to highlight the story’s themes of humility and modesty.
e Use lighting and props strategically to reflect the emotional shifts within the script.

e Incorporate period-appropriate costumes or modern attire, depending on the
adaptation.

Directing Advice

e Emphasize the script’s emotional beats through pacing and character interaction.
e Encourage actors to explore the subtext behind each line for greater authenticity.

e Utilize pauses and silence to heighten moments of tension and revelation.

Frequently Asked Questions about the Gift of the
Magi Script

The following section addresses common questions regarding “the gift of the magi script,”
providing guidance for educators, performers, and scriptwriters seeking to adapt or stage

this beloved tale.

Q: What is the main message of “the gift of the magi
script”?
A: The main message is that true love is shown through selfless sacrifice. The script



highlights how Jim and Della’s willingness to give up their most valued possessions for one
another demonstrates that the greatest gifts come from the heart, not from material
wealth.

Q: How long is a typical “the gift of the magi script”
performance?

A: Most adaptations run between 20 and 40 minutes, depending on the level of detail and
whether additional characters or scenes are included. One-act versions are most common
for school and community productions.

Q: Can “the gift of the magi script” be adapted for
children?

A: Yes, the script is often adapted for younger audiences by simplifying language and
focusing on the central themes of love and generosity. Many children’s theater groups use
this story to teach valuable life lessons.

Q: What are the main roles in the script?

A: The primary roles are Jim and Della. Some adaptations include a narrator and minor
characters such as shopkeepers or friends to support the story.

Q: Are there musical versions of “the gift of the magi
script”?

A: Yes, several musical adaptations exist, incorporating original songs and musical numbers
to enhance the emotional impact of the story.

Q: How can | find a script for “the gift of the magi”?

A: Scripts are available in anthologies, drama textbooks, and through publishing companies
that specialize in stage plays. Educators and directors can also adapt the original story into
a script format.

Q: What are the essential props for staging the script?

A: Essential props typically include a watch, a set of hair combs, modest furniture to
represent Jim and Della’s apartment, and small holiday decorations if performing the script
during Christmas.



Q: Does the script require a specific setting or time
period?

A: While the original story is set in early 20th-century New York, the script can be adapted
to various time periods and locations, allowing flexibility for directors and performers.

Q: Why is “the gift of the magi script” popular for
holiday performances?

A: Its themes of love, giving, and selflessness align with the spirit of the holiday season,
making it a popular choice for Christmas and winter performances in schools and theaters.

Q: What makes “the gift of the magi script” a good
choice for teaching literature or drama?

A: The script provides rich opportunities for discussing literary devices, character
development, and moral lessons. It is also accessible for a wide range of age groups and
adaptable for various performance settings.
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Unfortunately, there isn't a single, officially published "script" for The Gift of the Magi in the way a
play might have. O. Henry's story is a narrative, not a play written for performance. However,
numerous adaptations and dramatizations exist, often tailored for specific performances or
educational purposes. Because of this, providing a single "definitive" script is impossible. Instead,
we will focus on providing you with the tools to create your own adaptation or find readily available
versions.

Finding Adaptations: A quick search online will reveal numerous interpretations of The Gift of the
Magi adapted for stage or screen. Searching for "The Gift of the Magi play script," "The Gift of the
Magi adapted script," or even "The Gift of the Magi reader's theatre script" will yield numerous
results. Many websites offer free downloads or provide scripts available for purchase.

Creating Your Own Adaptation: If you want to create your own version, consider these steps:

1. Familiarize Yourself with the Story: Read O. Henry's original story carefully. Pay attention to the
dialogue, character motivations, and the overall narrative arc.

2. Identify Key Scenes: Break the story down into key scenes suitable for dramatic presentation.
These could focus on Della's hair, Jim's watch, their individual preparations, and their eventual
exchange of gifts.

3. Write Dialogue: Craft dialogue that reflects the characters' personalities and emotions as
portrayed in the original story. Remember to stay true to the essence of O. Henry’s writing style.
4. Add Stage Directions: Include stage directions that guide the actors' movements and actions,
creating a visually compelling performance.

5. Consider Setting and Costumes: Decide on the setting and costume choices to enhance the story's
atmosphere.

Understanding the Themes in The Gift of the Magi

The Gift of the Magi is rich with themes that resonate with readers across generations. These
themes are crucial to understanding the script's emotional impact:

#### Sacrifice and Selflessness:

This is arguably the central theme. Both Della and Jim sacrifice their most prized possessions for
each other, demonstrating the depth of their love and their willingness to prioritize their partner's
happiness.

#### The True Meaning of Christmas:

The story subtly challenges materialistic interpretations of Christmas. The true gift isn't the
monetary value of the presents but the selfless love and sacrifice behind them.

#### Irony and Surprise:

O. Henry masterfully employs situational irony to create a bittersweet ending. The unexpected twist
highlights the irony of their sacrifices and adds to the story's emotional resonance.



#### Love and Commitment:

Della and Jim's unwavering love and commitment to one another are powerfully portrayed. Their
actions demonstrate a love that transcends material possessions.

Finding and Using Public Domain Resources

Remember that O. Henry’s The Gift of the Magi is in the public domain. This means you can freely
adapt and use it for educational or performance purposes. However, be mindful of copyright if you
incorporate elements from specific adaptations or if you plan to publish your own version
commercially. Always check for any potential copyright issues before distributing or publishing your
work.

Tips for a Successful Adaptation or Performance

Character Development: Ensure your actors capture the personalities of Della and Jim. Della's
resourcefulness and Jim's quiet love need to be clearly conveyed.

Emotional Impact: Focus on the emotional arc of the story. The climax and resolution should evoke a
sense of both sadness and heartwarming love.

Setting the Scene: Use props and costumes to create an immersive experience for the audience.
Narration: If using a reader's theatre format, select a skilled narrator who can convey the story's
nuances effectively.

Conclusion

Finding the perfect "Gift of the Magi script" might involve adapting the original story or finding a
suitable dramatization. This guide provides the foundation for either approach. By understanding the
themes and carefully crafting your adaptation or selecting a suitable pre-existing version, you can
bring this timeless story to life, whether for a classroom performance, a personal reading, or simply
a deeper appreciation of O. Henry's classic tale.

FAQs

1. Where can I find a free version of The Gift of the Magi script? Many websites offering free public
domain literature will have versions available. However, remember these are often adaptations, not
a single, official script.



2. Can I use a Gift of the Magi script for a school play without permission? Because the original story
is in the public domain, you can generally adapt and use it for educational purposes. However, check
the license of any adapted version you find online.

3. What is the best way to adapt the story for a young audience? Simplify the language, focus on the
core themes of love and sacrifice, and potentially shorten the narrative for younger children's
attention spans.

4. How long should a stage adaptation of The Gift of the Magi be? The length depends on your
adaptation. A shorter version could run 15-20 minutes, while a more elaborate production might
take longer.

5. Are there any musical adaptations of The Gift of the Magi? While less common than dramatic
adaptations, some musical interpretations might exist. A search for "The Gift of the Magi musical"
may reveal some options.

the gift of the magi script: The Gift of the Magi O. Henry, 2021-12-22 The Gift of the Magi
is a short story by O. Henry first published in 1905. The story tells of a young husband and wife and
how they deal with the challenge of buying secret Christmas gifts for each other with very little
money. As a sentimental story with a moral lesson about gift-giving, it has been popular for
adaptation, especially for presentation at Christmas time.

the gift of the magi script: The Greatest Gift Philip Van Doren Stern, 2014-10-28 George
Pratt, depressed and contemplating suicide, is allowed to see what his community would have been
like if he had never been born, in a hardcover reissue of the story that inspired the film It's a
Wonderful Life. 100,000 first printing.

the gift of the magi script: The Eight Jeff Goode, 2010-12 Eight reindeer dishing about the
real Santa. All those rumors you've heard about him and the elves? About Rudolph's little secret?
About Vixen's story that was leaked to the press? All true. Yes, the reindeer finally speak up and they
do not hold back!

the gift of the magi script: O. Henry's The Gift of the Magi Peter Ekstrom, O. Henry, 1984
The Gift of the Magi is a short story, about a young married couple and how they deal with the
challenge of buying secret Christmas gifts for each other with very little money. As a sentimental
story with a moral lesson about gift-giving, it has been a popular one for adaptation, especially for
presentation during the Christmas season.

the gift of the magi script: The Gospel According to Matthew , 1999 The publication of the
King James version of the Bible, translated between 1603 and 1611, coincided with an extraordinary
flowering of English literature and is universally acknowledged as the greatest influence on
English-language literature in history. Now, world-class literary writers introduce the book of the
King James Bible in a series of beautifully designed, small-format volumes. The introducers'
passionate, provocative, and personal engagements with the spirituality and the language of the text
make the Bible come alive as a stunning work of literature and remind us of its overwhelming
contemporary relevance.

the gift of the magi script: Driven by Hope James E. Dittes, 1996-01-01 In this book, James
Dittes invites men to embrace their spiritual--and decidedly masculine--way in the world. Dittes
confronts negative stereotypes and offers male-affirming alternatives to the understanding of the
nature of maleness.

the gift of the magi script: Murder Mysteries and Other Stories Gallery Edition P. Craig
Russell, 2015-11-10 High quality scans of master illustrator P. Craig Russell's original art, printed at
art board size and collecting stunning and complete adaptations of works by Neil Gaiman, H.P.
Lovecraft, Ray Bradbury, Mike Mignola, Clive Barker, and Oscar Wilde; The Spirit story Art Walk,



and much more stunning artwork by this legendary graphic storyteller.

the gift of the magi script: The Story of the Other Wise Man Henry Van Dyke, 1896

the gift of the magi script: The Burglar’s Christmas Willa Cather, 2021-01-01 First
published in 1896, The Burglar’s Christmas is a short story by the great American writer Willa
Cather. Set in Chicago on a cold Christmas Eve, the down-and-out Crawford learns the value of
forgiveness. 'The most sensuous of writers, Willa Cather builds her imagined world almost as solidly
as our five senses build the universe around us." — Rebecca West 'Her voice, laconical and richly
sensuous, sings out with a note of unequivocal love for the people she is setting down on the page.'
— Marina Warner

the gift of the magi script: Hairspray Marc Shaiman, Mark O'Donnell, Thomas Meehan, Scott
Wittman, 2002 HAIRSPRAY: THE COMPLETE BOOK AND LYRICS OF THE HIT BROADWAY
MUSICA

the gift of the magi script: Revelation of the Magi Brent Landau, 2010-11-02 “A first-ever
English translation and detailed analysis of [an] . . . eighth-century text uncovers a far more
substantial version of the wise men story.” —USA Today Theologian Brent Landau presents the
ancient account of Melchior, Caspar, and Balthazar, the three “wise men” who journeyed to
Bethlehem to greet the birth of Jesus. The Revelation of the Magi offers the first-ever English
translation of an ancient Syriac manuscript written in the second to third century after the birth of
Christ and safeguarded for generations in the Vatican Library. Following in the footsteps of Elaine
Pagels and her exploration of the Gnostic Gospels, including the controversial Gospel of Judas,
Landau delivers an invaluable source of information to a world interested in learning more about the
Nativity and the life of Jesus of Nazareth. “Astonishing, delightful, and theologically sophisticated.”
—Marvin Meyer, Griset Professor of Religious Studies, Chapman University, author of Gospels of
Mary “Landau’s presentation—bright and sharp as a gemstone—emphasizes the unique challenge
and radical depth of this ancient text’s theology.” —John Dominic Crossan, author of Jesus: A
Revolutionary Biography and The Greatest Prayer “An epic tale. In a new, lucid translation, Landau
offers English readers a chance to hear this remarkable story for the first time.” —Karen L. King,
author of the Secret Revelation of John “Landau is to be congratulated for bringing this important
and unexpectedly influential work to light.” Jennifer Knust, author of Unprotected Texts “Landau
shows, with skill and authority, how the “Revelation” contains a valuable message of tolerance that
is needed as much today as in the years of its composition.” —Los Angeles Times (online)

the gift of the magi script: The Magic of Thinking Big David ] Schwartz, 2016-02-04 More
than 6 million readers around the world have improved their lives by reading The Magic of Thinking
Big. First published in 1959, David ] Schwartz's classic teachings are as powerful today as they were
then. Practical, empowering and hugely engaging, this book will not only inspire you, it will give you
the tools to change your life for the better - starting from now. His step-by-step approach will show
you how to: - Defeat disbelief and the negative power it creates - Make your mind produce positive
thoughts - Plan a concrete success-building programme - Do more and do it better by turning on
your creative power - Capitalise on the power of NOW Updated for the 21st century, this is your
go-to guide to a better life, starting with the way you think.

the gift of the magi script: Holy Bible (NIV) Various Authors,, 2008-09-02 The NIV is the
world's best-selling modern translation, with over 150 million copies in print since its first full
publication in 1978. This highly accurate and smooth-reading version of the Bible in modern English
has the largest library of printed and electronic support material of any modern translation.

the gift of the magi script: Sigils, Ciphers and Scripts Mark B. Jackson, 2013-09 Concisely
written and richly illustrated, Magic Writing is a most accessible and informative book on the occult
history and graphic origins of the signs, symbols, scripts and ciphers of Western Occultism. Making
it the first point of reference for all artists, designers, students and tutors with an interest in the
esoteric glyphs of European mysticism.

the gift of the magi script: The Man in the High Castle Philip K. Dick, 2011 Slavery is back.
America, 1962. Having lost a war, America finds itself under Nazi Germany and Japan occupation. A



few Jews still live under assumed names. The 'I Ching' is prevalent in San Francisco. Science fiction
meets serious ideas in this take on a possible alternate history.

the gift of the magi script: The Illustrated Signs and Symbols Sourcebook Adele Nozedar,
2016-01-14 Unlock the lost and hidden meanings of the world's ancient and modern signs and
symbols. This is the most comprehensive reference book on symbolic objects that you'll ever find.

the gift of the magi script: Newsweek , 1952

the gift of the magi script: Read-aloud Plays Mack Lewis, 2011 The repeated readings
students do while rehearsing these plays help build fluency and comprehension skills.

the gift of the magi script: Love Child Joanna Murray-Smith, 1998 A reconciliation between a
mother and the daughter she gave away at birth. Anna is a successful film editor in her 40s who has
defined herself through her political conscience. Living alone in a cold, stylish apartment she
believes she has come to terms with her history, until a young woman called Billie arrives at her
door. Billie acts in soap operas, doesn't believe in political action and wants a mother. Together
these two fractured women confront the implications of distance; between then and now, between
generations and between the one who gave away and the one who was let go.

the gift of the magi script: Producing and Directing the Short Film and Video David K.
Irving, Peter W. Rea, 2013-03-20 Producing and Directing the Short Film and Video is the definitive
book on the subject for beginning filmmakers and students. The book clearly illustrates all of the
steps involved in preproduction, production, postproduction, and distribution. Its unique two-fold
approach looks at filmmaking from the perspectives of both producer and director, and explains how
their separate energies must combine to create a successful short film or video, from script to final
product. This guide offers extensive examples from award-winning shorts and includes insightful
quotes from the filmmakers themselves describing the problems they encountered and how they
solved them. The companion website contains useful forms and information on grants and financing
sources, distributors, film and video festivals, film schools, internet sources for short works, and
professional associations.

the gift of the magi script: The gift of the Magi and the last leaf O. Henry, 1996

the gift of the magi script: Every Christmas Story Ever Told (and Then Some!) Michael
Carleton, James FitzGerald, Jim FitzGerald, John K. Alvarez, Will Knapp, 2007-08-10 Instead of
performing Charles Dickens' beloved holiday classic for the umpteenth time, three actors decide to
perform every Christmas story ever told -- plus Christmas traditions from around the world, seasonal
icons from ancient times to topical pop-culture, and every carol ever sung. A madcap romp through
the holiday season!

the gift of the magi script: 1/2/3/4 for the Show Lewis W. Heniford, 1995 An invaluable
guide to small-cast, one-act plays, describing more than 2,200 plays.

the gift of the magi script: The Man Born to be King Dorothy Leigh Sayers, 1990 In this
popular play-cycle, Sayers makes the Gospels come alive. Her Jesus can bring tears to your eyes.
You will be deeply moved--a powerful experience.--Sheldon Vanauken, A Severe Mercy.

the gift of the magi script: Twelfth-night William Shakespeare, 1892

the gift of the magi script: A Dark Brown Dog Stephen Crane, 2018-01-24 Stephen Crane
wrote a comprehensive description of his dog and its experience of being taken in by a Little boy. A
Dark Brown Dog were published in March 1901. The story was an allegory about the Jim Crow South
during Reconstruction. The dog represents emancipated slaves.

the gift of the magi script: The Cambridge History of Early Medieval English Literature
Clare A. Lees, 2012-11-29 Informed by multicultural, multidisciplinary perspectives, The Cambridge
History of Early Medieval English Literature offers a new exploration of the earliest writing in
Britain and Ireland, from the end of the Roman Empire to the mid-twelfth century. Beginning with an
account of writing itself, as well as of scripts and manuscript art, subsequent chapters examine the
earliest texts from England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales, and the tremendous breadth of Anglo-Latin
literature. Chapters on English learning and literature in the ninth century and the later formation of
English poetry and prose also convey the profound cultural confidence of the period. Providing a



discussion of essential texts, including Beowulf and the writings of Bede, this History captures the
sheer inventiveness and vitality of early medieval literary culture through topics as diverse as the
literature of English law, liturgical and devotional writing, the workings of science and the history of
women's writing.

the gift of the magi script: Readers Theatre Comes to Church Gordon C. Bennett, 2002-06-17
This is an updated and expanded edition of the first book on how to use Readers Theatre for
worship, teaching, and evangelism. A definitive and helpful manual for pastors and Christian
Education Directors. Included are five chapters on principles, procedures, and resources, along with
10 sample scripts. Excellent reference for retreat, conference, class, and workshop planning.

the gift of the magi script: Mammon and the Archer O.Henry, 2022-07-29 The story is about a
wealthy businessman whose son wants to propose to his sweetheart before she leaves the USA for
Europe in a couple of days’ time. Although the son believes that money cannot buy you time - the
one thing he dearly needs more of if he is to woo his beloved - the events of the story suggest that
money can be used to buy someone extra time. O. Henry's short stories are well known for their wit,
wordplay, warm characterization and clever twist endings.

the gift of the magi script: The Best Christmas Pageant Ever Barbara Robinson, 1983 The
six mean Herdman kids lie, steal, smoke cigars (even the girls) and then become involved in the
community Christmas pageant.

the gift of the magi script: Polar Twilight Hillary DePiano, 2012-07-17 When three candidates
are called to interview for a PR position at the North Pole, they expect to find a dream job
gift-wrapped for them. But all that changes once they meet Big Red himself -- suddenly everything
they thought they knew about him is proven terrifyingly wrong. Even if this revelation has sucked all
the life out of the legend for them, the alternative is worse: what would happen if everyone knew?
Can they help Santa maintain his jolly public image, or could this be the end of Christmas as we
know it?

the gift of the magi script: The Dramatists Guild Quarterly, 1974

the gift of the magi script: Miss Witherspoon Christopher Durang, 2006 Mrs. Bob Cratchit's
Wild Christmas Binge- When a sassy ghost once again attempts to shake Scrooge from his holiday
humbug, the whole family-friendly affair is derailed by Mrs. Cratchit's drunken insistence on
stepping out of her miserable, treacly role.--[book cover].

the gift of the magi script: Advances in Automatic Text Summarization Inderjeet Mani,
Mark T. Maybury, 1999 ntil now there has been no state-of-the-art collection of themost important
writings in automatic text summarization. This bookpresents the key developments in the field in an
integrated frameworkand suggests future research areas. With the rapid growth of the World Wide
Web and electronic information services, information is becoming available on-line at an incredible
rate. One result is the oft-decried information overload. No one has time to read everything, yet we
often have to make critical decisions based on what we are able to assimilate. The technology of
automatic text summarization is becoming indispensable for dealing with this problem. Text
summarization is the process of distilling the most important information from a source to produce
an abridged version for a particular user or task. Until now there has been no state-of-the-art
collection of the most important writings in automatic text summarization. This book presents the
key developments in the field in an integrated framework and suggests future research areas. The
book is organized into six sections: Classical Approaches, Corpus-Based Approaches, Exploiting
Discourse Structure, Knowledge-Rich Approaches, Evaluation Methods, and New Summarization
Problem Areas. Contributors D. A. Adams, C. Aone, R. Barzilay, E. Bloedorn, B. Boguraev, R.
Brandow, C. Buckley, F. Chen, M. J. Chrzanowski, H. P. Edmundson, M. Elhadad, T. Firmin, R. P.
Futrelle, J. Gorlinsky, U. Hahn, E. Hovy, D. Jang, K. Sparck Jones, G. M. Kasper, C. Kennedy, K.
Kukich, J. Kupiec, B. Larsen, W. G. Lehnert, C. Lin, H. P. Luhn, I. Mani, D. Marcu, M. Maybury, K.
McKeown, A. Merlino, M. Mitra, K. Mitze, M. Moens, A. H. Morris, S. H. Myaeng, M. E. Okurowski,
J. Pedersen, ]J. J. Pollock, D. R. Radev, G. J. Rath, L. F. Rau, U. Reimer, A. Resnick, J. Robin, G.
Salton, T. R. Savage, A. Singhal, G. Stein, T. Strzalkowski, S. Teufel, J. Wang, B. Wise, A. Zamora



the gift of the magi script: The Master and Margarita Mikhail Bulgakov, 2016-03-18 Satan
comes to Soviet Moscow in this critically acclaimed translation of one of the most important and
best-loved modern classics in world literature. The Master and Margarita has been captivating
readers around the world ever since its first publication in 1967. Written during Stalin’s time in
power but suppressed in the Soviet Union for decades, Bulgakov’s masterpiece is an ironic parable
on power and its corruption, on good and evil, and on human frailty and the strength of love. In The
Master and Margarita, the Devil himself pays a visit to Soviet Moscow. Accompanied by a retinue
that includes the fast-talking, vodka-drinking, giant tomcat Behemoth, he sets about creating a
whirlwind of chaos that soon involves the beautiful Margarita and her beloved, a distraught writer
known only as the Master, and even Jesus Christ and Pontius Pilate. The Master and Margarita
combines fable, fantasy, political satire, and slapstick comedy to create a wildly entertaining and
unforgettable tale that is commonly considered the greatest novel to come out of the Soviet Union. It
appears in this edition in a translation by Mirra Ginsburg that was judged “brilliant” by Publishers
Weekly. Praise for The Master and Margarita “A wild surrealistic romp. . . . Brilliantly flamboyant
and outrageous.” —Joyce Carol Oates, The Detroit News “Fine, funny, imaginative. . . . The Master
and Margarita stands squarely in the great Gogolesque tradition of satiric narrative.” —Saul Maloff,
Newsweek “A rich, funny, moving and bitter novel. . . . Vast and boisterous entertainment.” —The
New York Times “The book is by turns hilarious, mysterious, contemplative and poignant. ... A
great work.” —Chicago Tribune “Funny, devilish, brilliant satire. . . . It’s literature of the highest
order and . . . it will deliver a full measure of enjoyment and enlightenment.” —Publishers Weekly

the gift of the magi script: Off Broadway Musicals, 1910-2007 Dan Dietz, 2010-03-10
Despite an often unfair reputation as being less popular, less successful, or less refined than their
bona-fide Broadway counterparts, Off Broadway musicals deserve their share of critical acclaim and
study. A number of shows originally staged Off Broadway have gone on to their own successful
Broadway runs, from the ever-popular A Chorus Line and Rent to more off-beat productions like
Avenue Q and Little Shop of Horrors. And while it remains to be seen if other popular Off Broadway
shows like Stomp, Blue Man Group, and Altar Boyz will make it to the larger Broadway theaters,
their Off Broadway runs have been enormously successful in their own right. This book discusses
more than 1,800 Off Broadway, Off Off Broadway, showcase, and workshop musical productions. It
includes detailed descriptions of Off Broadway musicals that closed in previews or in rehearsal,
selected musicals that opened in Brooklyn and in New Jersey, and American operas that opened in
New York, along with general overviews of Off Broadway institutions such as the Light Opera of
Manhattan. The typical entry includes the name of the host theater or theaters; the opening date and
number of performances; the production's cast and creative team; a list of songs; a brief plot
synopsis; and general comments and reviews from the New York critics. Besides the individual
entries, the book also includes a preface, a bibliography, and 21 appendices including a discography,
filmography, a list of published scripts, and lists of musicals categorized by topic and composer.

the gift of the magi script: The Christmas Club Barbara Hinske, 2016-11-09 Verna Lind
expects Christmas of 1952 to be the best holiday she's had since the war ended. But as she's leaving
the bank, a frigid wind off Lake Erie catches her hard-earned Christmas club savings, whisking the
bills into the busy streets of downtown Cleveland and devastating her plans. Strangers come to her
aid, though no one anticipates the power of their chance encounter or the seeds of happiness
Verna's lost money will sow. From Barbara Hinske, best-selling author of the Rosemont series,
comes this heartwarming Christmas tale celebrating the generosity of the human spirit and the
irresistible pull of love -- an instant holiday classic for admirers of It's a Wonderful Life and The Gift
of the Magi.

the gift of the magi script: The Land of Stories: The Wishing Spell Chris Colfer, 2012-07-17
The first book in Chris Colfer's #1 New York Times bestselling series The Land of Stories about two
siblings who fall into a fairy-tale world! Alex and Conner Bailey's world is about to change forever, in
this fast-paced adventure that uniquely combines our modern day world with the enchanting realm
of classic fairy tales. The Land of Stories tells the tale of twins Alex and Conner. Through the



mysterious powers of a cherished book of stories, they leave their world behind and find themselves
in a foreign land full of wonder and magic where they come face-to-face with fairy tale characters
they grew up reading about. But after a series of encounters with witches, wolves, goblins, and trolls
alike, getting back home is going to be harder than they thought.

the gift of the magi script: Monthly Film Bulletin British Film Institute, 1952

the gift of the magi script: The Mahabharata TV Film Script Rahi Masuma Raza, 1991
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