
the meaning of marriage
the meaning of marriage is a concept that has intrigued societies for centuries,
encompassing legal, emotional, cultural, and spiritual dimensions. This article provides a
comprehensive exploration of the meaning of marriage by examining its definition,
historical evolution, cultural significance, legal aspects, and contemporary challenges.
Readers will discover how marriage has evolved across civilizations, the core values it
represents, and the roles it plays in modern society. The article also delves into the
significance of marriage ceremonies, the expectations within marital relationships, and
how marriage continues to adapt in response to shifting social norms and values. Whether
you are seeking to understand marriage from a personal, sociological, or legal perspective,
this guide offers clear and insightful information. Read on to uncover the layers that
define the meaning of marriage and why it remains a cornerstone of human relationships.
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Definition and Origins of Marriage

Marriage is commonly defined as a legally and socially sanctioned union between
individuals, typically establishing rights and obligations between them. The meaning of
marriage extends beyond a simple contract; it is a foundational institution in most
societies. Historically, marriage has served as a mechanism for procreation, social
stability, and the regulation of property. While the definition varies by culture and time
period, the core idea remains a committed partnership recognized by society.

The origins of marriage can be traced to ancient civilizations where it often functioned as
an alliance between families or tribes. Early records from Mesopotamia, Egypt, and Rome
reveal that marriage was often linked to economic, political, and social objectives. Over
time, the personal and emotional dimensions of marriage gained prominence, reflecting
changing attitudes toward partnership and intimacy.



Historical Evolution of Marriage

Ancient Marital Customs

In ancient times, marriage was frequently arranged to secure alliances, wealth, or status.
Marriages were rarely based on romantic love; instead, they served communal or familial
interests. Customs varied widely, with some societies practicing polygamy, while others
emphasized monogamy.

Arranged marriages for political alliances

Dowries and bride prices

Polygamous and monogamous traditions

Religious ceremonies and blessings

Medieval and Renaissance Transformations

During the medieval era, the meaning of marriage began shifting toward spiritual and
emotional union, influenced by religious teachings. In Europe, Christian doctrines
emphasized marriage as a sacred covenant. The Renaissance further encouraged the idea
of romantic love, although societal and economic considerations remained important.

Modern Shifts in Marriage

The industrial revolution and subsequent social changes brought new perspectives to
marriage. Love, companionship, and personal fulfillment became central. The rise of
individual rights and gender equality influenced the expectations and roles within
marriage, paving the way for diverse marital arrangements and legal recognition of
various unions.

Cultural Significance and Traditions

Cultural Diversity in Marital Practices

Marriage customs differ significantly across cultures, reflecting local beliefs, values, and
social structures. In many societies, marriage marks a rite of passage, symbolizing the
transition to adulthood and the formation of family units. Rituals and ceremonies are often
imbued with symbolic meaning, from exchanging vows to sharing communal feasts.



Traditional wedding attire and rituals

Community involvement in celebrations

Symbolic gestures and ceremonies

Role of religion in marital customs

Marriage as a Social Institution

The meaning of marriage as a social institution is evident in its ability to shape family
structures and influence societal norms. Marriage provides a framework for raising
children, managing resources, and fostering social cohesion. In many cultures, it is
regarded as essential for establishing legitimacy and inheritance rights.

Legal Aspects of Marriage

Marriage Laws and Regulations

Marriage is governed by legal frameworks that vary by jurisdiction. These laws define the
rights and responsibilities of spouses, the process for obtaining a marriage license, and
the legal consequences of marriage and divorce. Legal recognition of marriage can impact
property ownership, taxation, and parental rights.

Recent Developments in Marriage Law

Contemporary changes in marriage law reflect evolving societal attitudes. The legalization
of same-sex marriage, reforms in divorce proceedings, and recognition of civil unions
highlight the dynamic nature of marital law. These changes aim to promote equality and
protect the rights of all individuals entering marriage.

Key Values and Expectations in Marriage

Core Principles of Marriage

The meaning of marriage is often grounded in key values such as commitment, trust,
respect, and communication. These principles form the foundation of a healthy marital
relationship and are essential for navigating challenges and fostering mutual growth.



Commitment and loyalty

Mutual respect and understanding

Effective communication

Support and partnership

Expectations Within Marital Relationships

Societal and personal expectations play a significant role in shaping marriages. Partners
often anticipate emotional support, shared responsibilities, and the fulfillment of common
goals. Understanding and negotiating these expectations is crucial for sustaining a long-
term union.

Contemporary Perspectives and Challenges

Evolving Views on Marriage

Modern society has witnessed significant changes in attitudes toward marriage.
Increasing acceptance of diverse family structures, delayed marriage, and the
prioritization of personal fulfillment reflect a broader range of perspectives. These shifts
challenge traditional norms but also enrich the meaning of marriage by embracing
inclusivity.

Common Challenges in Modern Marriage

Marriage today faces unique challenges such as balancing work and family, managing
financial pressures, and addressing changing gender roles. Open communication and
adaptability are vital for overcoming these obstacles and maintaining a strong partnership.

The Role of Marriage Ceremonies

Symbolism and Rituals

Marriage ceremonies are essential in marking the official beginning of a marital union.
These events often incorporate cultural, religious, and personal symbols, reinforcing the
significance of the commitment. Ceremonies can range from elaborate celebrations to



intimate gatherings, each reflecting the values of the couple and their community.

Exchanging vows and rings

Religious blessings and prayers

Family and community involvement

Celebratory feasts and entertainment

Impact on Family and Community

The marriage ceremony serves to unite families and communities, creating a public
acknowledgment of the partnership. This shared experience fosters support networks and
strengthens social bonds, highlighting the communal nature of marriage.

Marriage in Modern Society

Changing Demographics and Trends

Recent decades have seen shifts in marriage patterns, including later age at marriage,
increased cohabitation, and changing attitudes toward divorce. These trends reflect
broader changes in society, such as greater educational and career opportunities, as well
as evolving views on partnership and independence.

The Enduring Importance of Marriage

Despite societal changes, marriage retains its significance as a source of stability, support,
and personal fulfillment. The meaning of marriage continues to evolve, adapting to new
realities while maintaining its core values and functions within society.

Trending Questions and Answers About the
Meaning of Marriage

Q: What is the true meaning of marriage?
A: Marriage is a legally and socially recognized union between individuals, symbolizing
commitment, partnership, and mutual support. It encompasses emotional, cultural, and



legal dimensions, serving as a foundation for family and societal stability.

Q: How has the meaning of marriage changed over
time?
A: Historically, marriage was often seen as a strategic alliance for economic or social gain.
Today, it emphasizes romantic love, companionship, and equality, reflecting evolving
social norms and personal priorities.

Q: What are the main values associated with marriage?
A: The core values of marriage include commitment, trust, respect, communication, and
support. These principles help partners build strong and enduring relationships.

Q: Why do different cultures have unique marriage
traditions?
A: Marriage traditions reflect each culture’s beliefs, values, and social structures. Rituals,
ceremonies, and customs are designed to celebrate the union and reinforce community
bonds.

Q: What legal rights come with marriage?
A: Legal marriage provides rights related to property, inheritance, taxation, parental
responsibilities, and healthcare decisions, varying by jurisdiction.

Q: How do modern challenges impact the meaning of
marriage?
A: Modern challenges such as changing gender roles, financial pressures, and evolving
expectations require couples to adapt, communicate, and support each other to maintain a
healthy marriage.

Q: Are marriage ceremonies necessary for a marriage to
be valid?
A: While ceremonies are important for cultural and communal recognition, legal marriage
validity depends on meeting specific legal requirements set by jurisdictions.

Q: Can the meaning of marriage differ between



individuals?
A: Yes, personal beliefs, cultural backgrounds, and individual values all influence how
people interpret the meaning of marriage, making it a unique experience for each couple.

Q: How does marriage contribute to societal stability?
A: Marriage helps build family units, fosters social cohesion, and supports the upbringing
of children, contributing to the overall stability of society.

Q: What are some common expectations in marriage?
A: Common expectations include emotional support, shared responsibilities, loyalty, and
mutual growth, all of which play a role in sustaining a successful partnership.

The Meaning Of Marriage
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The Meaning of Marriage: A Deep Dive into
Commitment and Connection

Introduction:

What does marriage really mean in today's world? Beyond the legal paperwork and societal
expectations, the essence of marriage remains a deeply personal and evolving concept. This post
delves into the multifaceted meaning of marriage, exploring its historical context, societal
influences, and its enduring significance in fostering love, commitment, and partnership. We'll
unpack the various perspectives on marriage, addressing both traditional and modern
interpretations to offer a comprehensive understanding of this fundamental human institution.
Prepare to gain a fresh perspective on this timeless topic.
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The meaning of marriage has shifted dramatically throughout history. Initially, primarily an
economic and social contract, marriage often involved arranged unions designed to consolidate
wealth, power, or alliances between families. Romantic love, while sometimes present, wasn't the
primary driving force. Over time, particularly in Western cultures, a gradual shift occurred, placing
increasing emphasis on individual choice and emotional connection. This evolution reflects broader
societal changes in attitudes towards individual autonomy and the importance of personal
fulfillment.

The Rise of Romantic Love:

The emergence of romantic love as a central element of marriage is a relatively recent phenomenon.
The ideal of marrying for love, rather than solely for pragmatic reasons, profoundly altered the
meaning and purpose of marriage. This shift transformed marriage from a primarily transactional
agreement to a more emotionally intimate partnership, emphasizing companionship, shared values,
and mutual respect.

Cultural Variations:

It's crucial to acknowledge the vast cultural diversity in understanding marriage. Across different
societies and traditions, the significance and practices surrounding marriage vary considerably.
Some cultures maintain strongly traditional views, while others embrace more fluid and inclusive
definitions. Understanding these differences is essential to appreciating the complexity of this global
institution.

Modern Interpretations: Redefining Marriage in the
21st Century

The 21st century has witnessed a significant re-evaluation of the meaning of marriage. Legal
recognition of same-sex marriage reflects a growing acceptance of diverse family structures and
challenges traditional gender roles within marriage. The rise of cohabitation and alternative
relationship models further complicates the definition, prompting ongoing societal discussions about
the evolving role of marriage.

Marriage as a Partnership:

Modern perspectives increasingly emphasize marriage as an equal partnership, characterized by
shared responsibilities, mutual support, and open communication. This contrasts with earlier models



where gender roles were more rigidly defined. The emphasis now lies on creating a collaborative
relationship where both partners contribute equally and share decision-making power.

The Importance of Communication and Growth:

Successful marriages require consistent effort and a commitment to personal growth within the
relationship. Open and honest communication is crucial for navigating challenges and fostering
intimacy. Couples who actively work on their relationship, adapt to change, and support each other's
personal development are more likely to experience a fulfilling and lasting marriage.

The Enduring Significance of Marriage: Beyond Legal
Definitions

Despite the evolving definitions and societal shifts, the fundamental human need for connection and
commitment remains a constant. Marriage, in its various forms, continues to provide a framework
for establishing a stable and loving family unit, offering emotional security, social support, and a
sense of belonging.

Raising Children:

For many couples, marriage provides a supportive environment for raising children. The shared
responsibilities and mutual support inherent in a strong marriage can significantly benefit children's
well-being and development.

Emotional Well-being:

A fulfilling marriage can contribute significantly to an individual's emotional well-being. The love,
companionship, and shared experiences inherent in a successful partnership can provide a sense of
security, happiness, and purpose.

Conclusion:

The meaning of marriage is deeply personal and profoundly shaped by historical context, cultural



influences, and individual experiences. While the traditional definition has evolved significantly, the
core values of commitment, love, and partnership remain central. Understanding the diverse
perspectives and ongoing societal conversations surrounding marriage allows us to appreciate its
enduring significance in human life and the ongoing evolution of this fundamental institution.

FAQs:

1. Is marriage necessary for a happy life? Absolutely not. Happiness depends on many factors, and
while marriage can contribute to happiness for some, it's not a prerequisite. Many individuals find
fulfillment and joy in other types of relationships and life choices.

2. How can I make my marriage stronger? Prioritize open communication, mutual respect, shared
responsibilities, and a commitment to personal growth within the relationship. Regularly invest time
and effort in nurturing your connection.

3. What are some common challenges faced by married couples? Financial difficulties,
communication breakdowns, differing expectations, and external stressors are all common
challenges that require open communication and proactive problem-solving to overcome.

4. Is marriage still relevant in today's society? Yes, despite evolving definitions, marriage continues
to hold significant importance for many individuals and couples who seek committed companionship,
emotional support, and a stable framework for building a family.

5. What if my marriage is struggling? Seek professional help from a therapist or counselor. Many
resources are available to support couples in navigating relationship challenges and strengthening
their bond.

  the meaning of marriage: The Meaning of Marriage Timothy Keller, 2011-11-24 In previous
books respected New York pastor and bestselling author Timothy Keller has looked at such diverse
and topical subjects as the existence of God, our need to do justice, the meaning of Jesus' life, and
the human temptation to make idols - all through the twin lenses of a biblical framework and an
engagement with contemporary culture. In this new book, co-authored with his wife, Kathy, he turns
his attention to that most complex of matters: our need for love, and its expression in marriage.
Beginning with the biblical narrative, and its pictures of marriage that span the original ideal to the
broken to the redemptive, he looks at themes of friendship and commitment; the completion of men
and women in each other; singleness, sex and divorce; and ministry and discipleship within the
context of marriage. This is a profound and engaging work that will challenge and inspire people in
all stages of life - single, newlywed and married.
  the meaning of marriage: The Meaning of Marriage Study Guide Timothy Keller, Kathy Keller,
2015-09-29 Timothy and Kathy Keller will show you a portrait of marriage as it's meant to be
according to the Bible...by first throwing out most of what we've been taught about love. Modern
culture would have you believe that everyone has a soul mate; that romance is the most important
part of a successful marriage; that marriage does not mean 'til death do us part, but merely for as
long as my needs are being met; and that when serious differences arise, divorce is the best solution.
But all of these modern-day assumptions miss what marriage is really about. In this six-session
video-based Bible study (DVD/digital video sold separately), Timothy Keller, along with Kathy, his



wife of forty years, draws a profound portrait of marriage from the pages of Scripture that neither
idealizes nor rejects the institution but points us back to the relationship between God and man. The
result is a vision for marriage that is refreshingly frank and unsentimental, yet hopeful and beautiful.
This study is for anyone from singles to couples considering marriage to those who have been
married for any length of time. Sessions include: Service: Marriage Isn't about You Covenant:
Created to Make Promises Roles: Loving through Mutual Submission Singleness: Strengthening the
Spiritual Family Sex: The Act of Covenant Renewal Hope: Seeing the Great Horizon Designed for use
with The Meaning of Marriage Video Study (sold separately).
  the meaning of marriage: The Meaning of Marriage Garamond Press, 2013-02-01 The
Meaning of Marriage ...in 30 Minutes is your guide to quickly understanding the lessons in Timothy
Keller's best-selling book, The Meaning of Marriage:Facing the Complexities of Commitment with
the Wisdom of God. In The Meaning of Marriage, Timothy Keller uses the wisdom from his marriage
of over thirty-seven years to explain how to increase the success of a Christian marriage. He posits
that modern society creates expectations about marriage that are distorted and unrealistic,
preventing married couples from finding true happiness. Using studies and statistics about marriage
as well as the wealth of knowledge between him and his wife, Kathy Keller, the author challenges
commonly held views on marriage, and proves that with hard work and realistic expectations, a
marriage can be the most unique and glorious way to experience God's love on Earth. Use this
helpful guide to understand The Meaning of Marriage in a fraction of the time, with tools such as:
Practical applications for how to overcome everyday obstacles and create realistic expectations
within a marriage Insights into the different roles men and women have in a Christian marriage
Personal stories about marriage and the importance of faith in everything from sex to raising
children to everyday chores A synopsis of The Meaning of Marriage, definitions of key terms, and
both positive and negative critical reception of the book An overview of why modern culture's idea of
a soul mate is wrong As with all books in the 30 Minute Expert Series, this book is intended to be
purchased alongside the reviewed title, The Meaning of Marriage:Facing the Complexities of
Commitment with the Wisdom of God.
  the meaning of marriage: Intimate Allies Dan B. Allender, Tremper Longman, III, 1999-03
Allendar has produced a book that looks at the deep underlying reasons for the unhappiness many
people feel in marriage.
  the meaning of marriage: This Momentary Marriage John Piper, 2013-04-23 There has never
been a generation whose view of marriage has been high enough. And this is all the more true today.
Though selfishness and cultural bondage obstruct the wonder of God's purpose, his vision for
marriage in the Bible frees us from small, romance-intoxicated views. As John Piper explains, 'Most
foundationally, marriage is the doing of God. And ultimately, marriage is the display of God. It
displays the covenant-keeping love between Christ and his people to the world in a way that no other
event or institution does. Marriage, therefore, is not mainly about being in love. It is mainly about
telling the truth with our lives. And staying married is not about staying in love. It is about keeping
covenant and putting the glory of Christ's covenant-keeping love on display.' This Momentary
Marriage unpacks the biblical vision for marriage, its unexpected contours, and its weighty
implications for married, single, divorced and remarried alike. Reflecting on forty years of marriage
to Noel, John Piper exalts the biblical meaning of marriage, exhorting couples to keep their covenant
for all the best reasons.
  the meaning of marriage: The Meaning of Marriage Robert P. George, Jean Bethke
Elshtain, 2017-04-01
  the meaning of marriage: A Seal Upon the Heart Timothy Keller, 2019-10-31 Tim and Kathy
Keller's bestseller THE MEANING OF MARRIAGE looked at the human need for love and its
expression in marriage. This new devotional, drawing on that book but consisting of all-new
material, is a day-by-day devotional to help couples find God's wisdom as they navigate the
complexities of married life. Each day includes a quotation from Scripture, a comment from the
Kellers, and a prayer to help you ground your married life in God. Covering friendship and



commitment, the completion of men and women in each other, and ministry and discipleship within
the context of marriage, alongside many other themes, this is a profound resource to help you
connect God's wisdom with your marriage.
  the meaning of marriage: Sex, Romance, and the Glory of God C. J. Mahaney, 2018-04-30 This
book will help husbands understand God's intentions for romance and sex as presented in the Bible,
teaching them how to cultivate the intimacy with their wives that God intends.
  the meaning of marriage: Reforming Marriage Douglas Wilson, 1995 How would you
describe the spiritual aroma of your home? The source of this aroma is the relationship between
husband and wife. Many can fake an attempt at keeping God's standards in some external way. What
we cannot fake is the resulting, distinctive aroma of pleasure to God. Reforming Marriage does what
few books on marriage do today: it provides biblical advice. Douglas Wilson points to the need for
obedient hearts on the part of both husbands and wives. Godly marriages proceed from obedient
hearts, and the greatest desire of an obedient heart is the glory of God.
  the meaning of marriage: Loveology John Mark Comer, 2014-02-04 Finally--a theology of love
that will help you navigate the confusing waters of modern relationship. In the beginning, God
created Adam. Then he made Eve. And ever since we've been picking up the pieces. With an
autobiographical thread that turns a book into a story, pastor and speaker John Mark Comer shares
about what is right in male/female relationships--what God intended in the Garden. And about what
is wrong--the fallout in a post-Eden world. Loveology starts with marriage and works backward.
Comer deals with sexuality, romance, singleness, and what it means to be male and female; ending
with a raw, uncut, anything goes Q and A dealing with the most asked questions about sexuality and
relationships. This is a book for singles, engaged couples, and the newly married--both inside and
outside the church--who want to learn what the Scriptures have to say about sexuality and
relationships. For those who are tired of Hollywood's propaganda, and the church's silence. And for
people who want to ask the why questions and get intelligent, nuanced, grace-and-truth answers,
rooted in the Scriptures.
  the meaning of marriage: Married for God Christopher Ash, 2016-08-15 A Good Marriage
Begins with God. It is our natural tendency to seek personal happiness and satisfaction in marriage.
We often give our own needs, wants, and goals first priority. But what is God's design for our
marriages? With clarity and conviction, Christopher Ash turns us away from marriage for ourselves
and toward marriage in the service of God. With practical applications for everyday life, Ash shows
us God's purposes and patterns for every part of the marriage relationship. By realigning our hopes,
expectations, and goals for marriage according to the Bible, we will discover the deep joy and lasting
fulfillment that comes from a God-centered marriage.
  the meaning of marriage: An Impossible Marriage Laurie Krieg, Matt Krieg, 2020-10-27
Laurie and Matt Krieg are in a mixed-orientation marriage: Laurie is primarily attracted to
women—and so is Matt. With vulnerability and wisdom, they tell the story of how they met and got
married, the challenges and breakthroughs of their journey, and what they've learned about how
marriage is meant to point us to the love and grace of Jesus.
  the meaning of marriage: Jesus, Justice, and Gender Roles Kathy Keller, 2012-12-25 In this
original digital short, author and co-founder of Redeemer Presbyterian Church Kathy Keller recounts
her experience growing up in “gender-neutral” home. “My first encounter with the ideas of [male]
headship and [female] submission,” she writes, “was both intellectually and morally traumatic.” Yet
Keller came to adopt the view that men and women have different roles in marriage and ministry,
and that fulfilling such roles pleases God and leads to greater personal fulfillment. In this
unapologetic but nuanced piece, Keller presents a caring and careful case for biblical gender
differences and the complementarian view of women in ministry. At the same time, she encourages
women to teach and lead in the church in ways that may startle some complementarians. Readers on
both sides of this hot-button topic will be challenged by her ministry-tested and thoroughly
Scriptural perspective.
  the meaning of marriage: Preparing Your Heart for Marriage Gary Thomas, 2018-11-06



The wedding is planned, but are you spiritually prepared for your wedding day? Trusted relationship
author Gary Thomas coaches engaged couples on how to grow closer to the Lord in the days leading
up to the wedding as a means of preparing them for all the days after the wedding. Engagement is
bursting with promise, hope, joy, and anticipation of all kinds. It can also be one of the busiest times
your life. For some, planning a wedding, with all the decisions involved, can feel less like the exciting
onset of marriage and more like a tedious to-do list. Amidst the busyness, this devotional is designed
to encourage and guide you through the spiritual priorities and challenges that lie ahead in order to
grow a joy-filled marriage filled with love, grace, and God's blessing. In addition to helping you
celebrate the joys of marriage and become radically connected as you create an even deeper
passionate relationship, this lovely book also provides encouraging entries that will help you deal
with common issues such as: Building physical and emotional intimacy Repairing trust Celebrating
differences Being a team player Managing finances With a special section on the marriage vows and
thoughtful meditations for the bride and groom, Preparing Your Heart for Marriage will help you
grow in your relationship as a couple on your journey from “me” to “we.”
  the meaning of marriage: Looking for Love in the Legal Discourse of Marriage Renata
Grossi, 2014-09-01 This book examines the (in)visibility of romantic love in the legal discourse
surrounding modern Australian marriage. It looks at how romantic love has become a core part of
modernity, and a dominant part of the Western marriage discourse, and considers how the
ideologies of romantic love are (or are not) replicated in the legal meaning of marriage. This
examination raises two key issues. If love has become central to people’s understanding of marriage,
then it is important for the legitimacy of law that love is reflected in both the content and application
of the law. More fundamentally, it requires us to reconsider how we understand law, and to ask
whether it is engaged with emotions, or separate from them. Along the way this book also considers
the meaning of love itself in contemporary society, and asks whether love is a radical force capable
of breaking down conservative meanings embedded in institutions like marriage, or whether it
simply mirrors them. This book will be of interest to everyone working on love, marriage and
sexuality in the disciplines of law, sociology and philosophy.
  the meaning of marriage: The Prodigal God Timothy Keller, 2008-10-30 The New York Times
bestselling author of The Prodigal Prophet uncovers the essential message of Jesus, locked inside his
most familiar parable. Newsweek called renowned minister Timothy Keller a C.S. Lewis for the
twenty-first century in a feature on his first book, The Reason for God. In that book, he offered a
rational explanation of why we should believe in God. Now, in The Prodigal God, Keller takes his
trademark intellectual approach to understanding Christianity and uses the parable of the prodigal
son to reveal an unexpected message of hope and salvation. Within that parable Jesus reveals God's
prodigal grace toward both the irreligious and the moralistic. This book will challenge both the
devout and skeptics to see Christianity in a whole new way.
  the meaning of marriage: Not Yet Married Marshall Segal, 2017-06-20 Life Is Never Mainly
About Love and Marriage. So Learn to Live and Date for More. Many of you grew up assuming that
marriage would meet all of your needs and unlock God's purposes for you. But God has far more
planned for you than your future marriage. Not Yet Married is not about waiting quietly in the
corner of the world for God to bring you the one, but about inspiring you to live and date for more
now. If you follow Jesus, the search for a spouse is no longer a pursuit of the perfect person, but a
pursuit of more of God. He will likely write a love story for you different than the one you would
write for yourself, but that's because he loves you and knows how to write a better story. This book
was written to help you find real hope, happiness, and purpose in your not-yet-married life.
  the meaning of marriage: Christian Marriage David Ayers, 2019-02-06 Why should we care
about marriage? There is a lot of confusion about the purpose of marriage todayâ€outside the
church as well as within it. Written by a distinguished Christian sociologist, Christian Marriage is a
theologically rich, biblically robust, and sociologically informed treatise on the nature and value of
marriage. Drawing on recent social science research, empirical data, and social history, Ayers paints
a picture of marriage as an institution meant for human flourishing. Along the way, Ayers addresses



such topics as Dating and selection of a spouse The importance of premarital counseling Sex and
procreation Mentoring and supporting unmarried believers Divorce and remarriage And current
controversies surrounding premarital sex and same-sex marriage. Though the book is academically
and theologically informed, it is written with a pastoral heart. It seeks to provide a rich resource for
pastors and counselors on a topic of supreme importance to a vibrant church and society.
  the meaning of marriage: The Subtle Art of Not Giving a F*ck Mark Manson, 2016-09-27
'Hilarious, confronting and damn refreshing . . . A good kick in the arse!' Chris Hemsworth 'An
in-your-face guide to living with integrity and finding happiness in sometimes-painful places.' Kirkus
'Hilarious, vulgar, and immensely thought-provoking. Only read if you're willing to set aside all
excuses and take an active role in living a f*cking better life.' Steve Kamb, bestselling author of
Level Up Your Life and founder of nerdfitness EVERYTHING WE'VE BEEN TOLD ABOUT HOW TO
IMPROVE OUR LIVES IS WRONG. NOW SUPERSTAR BLOGGER MARK MANSON TELLS US WHAT
WE NEED TO DO TO GET IT RIGHT. For decades, we've been told that positive thinking is the key
to a happy, rich life. Drawing on academic research and the life experience that comes from
breaking the rules, Mark Manson is ready to explode that myth. The key to a good life, according to
Manson, is the understanding that 'sometimes shit is f*cked up and we have to live with it.' Manson
says that instead of trying to turn lemons into lemonade, we should learn to stomach lemons better,
and stop distracting ourselves from life's inevitable disappointments chasing 'shit' like money,
success and possessions. It's time to re-calibrate our values and what it means to be happy: there
are only so many things we can give a f*ck about, he says, so we need to figure out which ones really
matter. From the writer whose blog draws two million readers a month and filled with entertaining
stories and profane, ruthless humour, The Subtle Art of Not Giving a F*ck is a welcome antidote to
the 'let's-all-feel-good' mindset that has infected modern society.
  the meaning of marriage: Cherishing Your Wedding KERRY. URDZIK, 2018-01-31 This guide
covers everything you need to know to prepare for married life and to have a beautiful ceremony.It
begins by offering guidance to help couples evaluate their readiness to make a permanent life
commitment. It follows by addressing both the practical and spiritual aspects of planning a Catholic
wedding, both within and outside of Mass. Couples will find that it provides a rich formation in
marriage catechesis, helping them to understand the teaching of the Catholic Church on matrimony
and family life.Each chapter contains practical tips, points of reflection and a prayer.This invaluable
resource is ideal for anyone who wishes to get married in the Catholic church, as well as being the
perfect supplement for marriage ministers and catechists as they accompany couples on their
journey to the altar.
  the meaning of marriage: Marriage Dietrich Von Hildebrand, 1984 Before we examine the
nature, the meaning, and the beauty of Christian marriage (which St. Paul calls a great mystery in
Christ and the Holy Church), we shall examine the essence and meaning of marriage in the realm of
nature, and its specific character in reference to all other fellowships and communities. Only in this
way can we understand what was so gloriously exalted by Jesus Christ and thus dispel the
misinterpretations of the nature of marriage so frequently encountered. Why does Holy Scripture
choose this particular relationship as an image? It is chosen because marriage is the closest and
most intimate of all earthly unions in which, more than in any other, one person gives himself to
another without reserve, where the other in his complete personality is the object of love, and where
mutual love is in a specific way the theme (that is to say, the core) of the relationship.
  the meaning of marriage: The Way of Life Bill Johnson, 2019-11-19 Can the Supernatural
Become Natural? Bill Johnson, respected pastor, bestselling author, and senior leader of Bethel
Church, lives in a culture of the miraculous. In this expanded edition of his groundbreaking book,
The Way of Life, he shares not as a theological spectator, but as an active participant in a historic
move of God that has been sweeping the nations. From over 40 years of personal experience with
the Holy Spirit, Bill mentors you on how to: Create a supernatural greenhouse effect that impacts
the world around us through practicing Kingdom values. Sustain a flow of Gods supernatural power
in your life, your family, and your church community. Develop a culture that values wholenessbody,



soul, and spiritwhere the Kingdom has tangible impact on every area of our lives. Build supernatural
relationships through honor and seeing the significance of every person. Walk in the completed work
of the Cross because you are grounded in an It is Finished theology. Partner with the Presence of the
Holy Spirit to transform the everyday places where God leads you. Run towards impossible
situations and release the supernatural solutions of Jesus. Learn how you can move in the signs,
wonders, and supernatural power that the Bible says are available! Includes a brand new chapter on
how to steward the glory of God, while pressing on for and anticipating an increase of His
supernatural movement in our lives
  the meaning of marriage: The Book of Marriage David Blankenhorn, 2001-03 Couples spend
an enormous amount of time and energy planning for the perfect wedding. But what about planning
for the perfect marriage? In these times of rampant divorce and relationship crises, it makes sense
to think seriously about the many challenges of married life that loom so large today. The Book of
Marriage offers a treasury of marital wisdom from across the ages. Intellectually engaging, morally
rich, and ideologically balanced, this anthology gathers some of the deepest, wittiest, and most
edifying perspectives on the big questions of married life: Why get married at all? Can love last a
lifetime? How do we handle money? Who's the boss? What about children? Conflict? Growing old?
Illness and death? There is even a chapter on divorce -- one calculated to save a few marriages. To
date there has been no single comprehensive book of source readings on marriage and family life.
Assembled with the aid of noted scholars from various fields, this volume treats marriage as more
than just a relationship -- as an institution, a vocation, and a source of great spiritual and emotional
rewards. Each chapter introduces a different quandary of marriage and then culls the best from
ancient and modern writings on the theme. The compendium of cultural wisdom on marriage ranges
from the Bible and Eastern wisdom to Aristotle, St. Augustine, Maimonides, and Judith Wallerstein;
from Homer, Shakespeare, Milton, and Jane Austen to Edward Albee, Gabriel Garcia Marquez, and
Bill Cosby. An important resource for young adults, college students, engaged and married couples,
educators, marriage counselors, therapists, pastors, and other family professionals, The Book of
Marriage celebrates the diversity and essential humanity of the marital experience in a way that is
accessible, entertaining, and eminently useful.
  the meaning of marriage: The Reason for God Timothy Keller, 2009-12-11 As the pastor of an
inner-city church in New York City, Timothy Keller has compiled a list of the most frequently voiced
‘doubts’ sceptics bring to his church, as well as the most important reasons for faith. In THE
REASON FOR GOD, he addresses each doubt and explains each reason.Keller uses literature,
philosophy, real-life conversations, and reasoning to explain how faith in a Christian God is a soundly
rational belief, held by thoughtful people of intellectual integrity with a deep compassion for those
who truly want to know the truth.
  the meaning of marriage: The Meaning Of Wife Anne Kingston, 2017-06-20 WHAT DOES
WIFE MEAN TODAY? It’s a fascinating question that’s been receiving huge media and reader
attention, fuelled by Anne Kingston’s provocative book. Traversing the complex landscape of
contemporary wifehood, Kingston combines broad-ranging research with her own insights and wit,
providing a fresh perspective on being a married woman. From the elevation of the bride to a
powerful consumer icon, through the recent romanticization of domesticity, and into the conflicted
territory of wifely sexuality, The Meaning of Wife is constantly engaging and often surprising. A book
that’s tailor-made for book clubs—even the cover provokes discussion—as well as lively chats over a
glass of wine, The Meaning of Wife is changing the way we think about women, men and marriage.
  the meaning of marriage: Marriage and Sacrament Michael G. Lawler, 2017-06-15 At a
time in human history when women and men are more concerned about interpersonal relationships
and when there is an extensive questioning of the specific relationship between a woman and a man
in marriage, Marriage and Sacrament offers an understanding of how to live out the Christ-meaning
and Church-meaning of that relationship so that, by living martially and sacramentally, couples can
reveal to the world and to the Church the deeper meaning of all human love. The book examines the
relationship among love, marriage, and sacrament; it examines the meanings of the sacrament of



marriage, its biblical basis, its history and what happens when it comes to an end; it examines sexual
love, indissoluble love, fruitful love, and ecumenical love in relationship to both marriage and
sacrament. Marriage and Sacrament is an indispensable resource for pastoral ministers and ministry
students as well as all who contemplate or are now partners in marriage.
  the meaning of marriage: Purpose and Power of Love and Marriage Myles Munroe, 2005
Probably no other dimension of human experience has been pondered, discussed, debated, analyzed,
and dreamed about more than the nature of true love. Love is everywhere -- in songs and in books,
on televisions and on movie screens. Yet, for all of our thinking and talking, how many of us truly
understand love and where can we turn for genuine insight in matters of true love?
  the meaning of marriage: The Five Love Languages Gary Chapman, 2009-12-17 Marriage
should be based on love, right? But does it seem as though you and your spouse are speaking two
different languages? #1 New York Times bestselling author Dr. Gary Chapman guides couples in
identifying, understanding, and speaking their spouse's primary love language-quality time, words of
affirmation, gifts, acts of service, or physical touch. By learning the five love languages, you and
your spouse will discover your unique love languages and learn practical steps in truly loving each
other. Chapters are categorized by love language for easy reference, and each one ends with simple
steps to express a specific language to your spouse and guide your marriage in the right direction. A
newly designed love languages assessment will help you understand and strengthen your
relationship. You can build a lasting, loving marriage together. Gary Chapman hosts a nationally
syndicated daily radio program called A Love Language Minute that can be heard on more than 150
radio stations as well as the weekly syndicated program Building Relationships with Gary Chapman,
which can both be heard on fivelovelanguages.com. The Five Love Languages is a consistent New
York Times bestseller - with over 5 million copies sold and translated into 38 languages. This book is
a sales phenomenon, with each year outselling the prior for 16 years running!
  the meaning of marriage: What God Has Joined Peter J. Elliott, 2010-03-01 Much has been
written about marriage from the sociological and psychological point of view and as an object of civil
and canon law. But in terms of systematic theology this treatment of marriage as a sacrament may
very well be unique. Every effort has been made to keep the text from becoming too academic while
at the same time providing the average educated reader with a wealth of original insights into the
mystery of marriage: in creation and as transformed by Christ. Chapters cover sacramental consent,
bond, and covenant as well as the quest for the sign. Such thorny problems as the role of faith in the
sacrament, marriage with an unbaptized person, the most pressing ecumenical questions and the
relationship between the sacrament and contraception are studied in depth. Finally, the sacrament
of family is treated at some length with an eye to its social and redemptive dimensions.
  the meaning of marriage: Catechism of the Catholic Church U.S. Catholic Church,
2012-11-28 Over 3 million copies sold! Essential reading for Catholics of all walks of life. Here it is -
the first new Catechism of the Catholic Church in more than 400 years, a complete summary of what
Catholics around the world commonly believe. The Catechism draws on the Bible, the Mass, the
Sacraments, Church tradition and teaching, and the lives of saints. It comes with a complete index,
footnotes and cross-references for a fuller understanding of every subject. The word catechism
means instruction - this book will serve as the standard for all future catechisms. Using the tradition
of explaining what the Church believes (the Creed), what she celebrates (the Sacraments), what she
lives (the Commandments), and what she prays (the Lord's Prayer), the Catechism of the Catholic
Church offers challenges for believers and answers for all those interested in learning about the
mystery of the Catholic faith. The Catechism of the Catholic Church is a positive, coherent and
contemporary map for our spiritual journey toward transformation.
  the meaning of marriage: Man, Woman, and the Meaning of Love Dietrich Von
Hildebrand, 2002 Dietrich von Hildebrand here explores the mystery of sexuality with a firm and
beautiful Catholic understanding. He corrects mistakes some Christian authors make about marital
sexuality, details the unique profundity of sexual desire, warns you about wrong approaches to sex
that can destroy a marriage, explains the meaning of the conjugal act (it's much more than mere



satisfaction of desire), and shows why modesty and purity are important even within marriage. He
even reveals how to tell genuine from false love, and how the true lover regards his beloved's
shortcomings!
  the meaning of marriage: Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary Kate Woodford, Guy
Jackson, 2003 The Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary is the ideal dictionary for advanced
EFL/ESL learners. Easy to use and with a great CD-ROM - the perfect learner's dictionary for exam
success. First published as the Cambridge International Dictionary of English, this new edition has
been completely updated and redesigned. - References to over 170,000 words, phrases and
examples explained in clear and natural English - All the important new words that have come into
the language (e.g. dirty bomb, lairy, 9/11, clickable) - Over 200 'Common Learner Error' notes,
based on the Cambridge Learner Corpus from Cambridge ESOL exams Plus, on the CD-ROM: -
SMART thesaurus - lets you find all the words with the same meaning - QUICKfind - automatically
looks up words while you are working on-screen - SUPERwrite - tools for advanced writing, giving
help with grammar and collocation - Hear and practise all the words.
  the meaning of marriage: Considerations Regarding Proposals to Give Legal Recognition to
Unions Between Homosexual Persons Catholic Church. Congregatio pro Doctrina Fidei, 2003
  the meaning of marriage: Fair Play Eve Rodsky, 2021-01-05 AN INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER • A REESE'S BOOK CLUB PICK Tired, stressed, and in need of more help from your
partner? Imagine running your household (and life!) in a new way... It started with the Sh*t I Do List.
Tired of being the “shefault” parent responsible for all aspects of her busy household, Eve Rodsky
counted up all the unpaid, invisible work she was doing for her family—and then sent that list to her
husband, asking for things to change. His response was...underwhelming. Rodsky realized that
simply identifying the issue of unequal labor on the home front wasn't enough: She needed a
solution to this universal problem. Her sanity, identity, career, and marriage depended on it. The
result is Fair Play: a time- and anxiety-saving system that offers couples a completely new way to
divvy up domestic responsibilities. Rodsky interviewed more than five hundred men and women from
all walks of life to figure out what the invisible work in a family actually entails and how to get it all
done efficiently. With 4 easy-to-follow rules, 100 household tasks, and a series of conversation
starters for you and your partner, Fair Play helps you prioritize what's important to your family and
who should take the lead on every chore, from laundry to homework to dinner. “Winning” this game
means rebalancing your home life, reigniting your relationship with your significant other, and
reclaiming your Unicorn Space—the time to develop the skills and passions that keep you interested
and interesting. Stop drowning in to-dos and lose some of that invisible workload that's pulling you
down. Are you ready to try Fair Play? Let's deal you in.
  the meaning of marriage: Not Under Bondage Barbara Roberts, 2008 This book, written by
a survivor of domestic abuse, explains the dilemmas of abuse victims, carefully examines the
Scripture and scholarly research, and shows how the Bible sets victims of abuse free from bondage
and guilt. Key concepts are: The Bible distinguishes between treacherous divorce and disciplinary
divorce, prohibiting the former and permitting the latter in serious cases of abuse, adultery or
desertion. If the offending partner was sexually immoral, or abused, deserted, or unjustly dismissed
the other, and has been judged to be as an unbeliever, the Bible allows the non-offending, mistreated
partner to remarry.
  the meaning of marriage: The Meaning of Matrimony Brenda Almond, 2013 At the start of
2013 the Coalition Government presented to Parliament the Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill,
which legislates to open up marriage to same-sex couples. In the words of Maria Miller, Secretary of
State responsible for the Bill and author of the introduction, it has since progressed against a
backdrop of 'strong feelings on all sides'.
  the meaning of marriage: The Meaning of Marriage Timothy Keller, 2011 There has never
been a marriage book like The Meaning of Marriage. Based on the acclaimed sermon series by New
York Times bestselling author Timothy Keller, this book shows everyone -- Christians, skeptics,
singles, long-time married couples, and those about to be engaged -- the vision of what marriage



should be according to the Bible. Modern culture would make you believe that everyone has a
soul-mate; that romance is the most important part of a successful marriage; that your spouse is
there to help you realize your potential; that marriage does not mean forever, but merely for now;
that starting over after a divorce is the best solution to seemingly intractable marriage issues. All
those modern-day assumptions are, in a word, wrong. Using the Bible as his guide, coupled with
insightful commentary from his wife of thirty-six years, Kathy, Timothy Keller shows that God
created marriage to bring us closer to him and to bring us more joy in our lives. It is a glorious
relationship that is also the most misunderstood and mysterious. With a clear-eyed understanding of
the Bible, and meaningful instruction on how to have a successful marriage, The Meaning of
Marriage is essential reading for anyone who wants to know God and love more deeply in this life. -
Publisher.
  the meaning of marriage: Summary of Timothy Keller & Kathy Keller's The Meaning of
Marriage Everest Media,, 2022-03-20T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the
original book. Sample Book Insights: #1 Marriage is a burning joy and a strength, but it is also
blood, sweat, and tears. It is difficult and painful, but it is also rewarding and wondrous. #2 The
leading marriage indicators have been in decline for the last forty years. The divorce rate is twice
the rate it was in 1960, and in 1970, 89 percent of all births were to married parents. However,
many young adults believe that these are the two main options: single and lonely, or married and
bored. #3 The assumption that people should get married and be financially secure before they get
married is false. While some 45 percent of marriages end in divorce, the majority of divorces happen
to those who marry before the age of eighteen, have dropped out of high school, and have had a
baby together before marrying. #4 The movie Monogamy, which was based on a oral history of
breaking up, depicted two people who loved each other very much but who could not make it work.
However, most people are happy in their marriages, and most who are not get divorced eventually
becoming happy.
  the meaning of marriage: The Doors of Perception and Heaven and Hell Aldous Huxley,
2017-03-22 Two great classics come to life in one of the most loved books in American History.
Remastered to include Illustrated exercises, a biography of Aldous Huxley, and including the full
essay of Heaven and Hell, and The Doors to Perception, this book is a great gift to those who are
unfamiliar with his work, or may have forgotten about Huxley's famous contemplations of life and
death. - ZKBS(c) All Rights Reserved.
  the meaning of marriage: The Meaning of Marriage Timothy Keller, Kathy Keller,
2011-11-01 “Incredibly rich with wisdom and insight that will leave the reader, whether single or
married, feeling uplifted.” —The Washington Times Based on the acclaimed sermon series by New
York Times bestselling author Timothy Keller, this book shows everyone—Christians, skeptics,
singles, longtime married couples, and those about to be engaged—the vision of what marriage
should be according to the Bible. Modern culture would have you believe that everyone has a soul
mate; that romance is the most important part of a successful marriage; that your spouse is there to
help you realize your potential; that marriage does not mean forever, but merely for now; and that
starting over after a divorce is the best solution to seemingly intractable marriage issues. But these
modern-day assumptions are wrong. Timothy Keller, with insights from Kathy, his wife of
thirty-seven years, shows marriage to be a glorious relationship that is also misunderstood and
mysterious. The Meaning of Marriage offers instruction on how to have a successful marriage, and is
essential reading for anyone who wants to know God and love more deeply in this life.
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