the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges is a transformative book that has
influenced countless readers in their understanding of spiritual growth and
Christian living. This comprehensive article explores the key themes and
insights presented by Jerry Bridges, examining the biblical foundation for
holiness, practical strategies for overcoming sin, and the ongoing journey of
sanctification. Readers will discover what sets "The Pursuit of Holiness"
apart in Christian literature, how it addresses the challenges of living a
holy life, and why it remains a cornerstone for those seeking spiritual
maturity. From its theological depth to its practical advice, this article
provides an authoritative overview of the book's impact, core messages, and
lasting legacy. Whether you are new to the concept or looking to deepen your
spiritual walk, you'll find valuable information and actionable insights on
pursuing holiness as taught by Jerry Bridges. Read on for a detailed
exploration, helpful lists, and answers to trending questions about "the
pursuit of holiness jerry bridges."
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Understanding "The Pursuit of Holiness" by
Jerry Bridges

Jerry Bridges' seminal work, "The Pursuit of Holiness," stands as a classic
in Christian literature, addressing the essential call for believers to live
lives set apart for God. The book emphasizes that holiness is not an option
but a command rooted in Scripture and central to Christian identity. Jerry
Bridges presents holiness as a lifelong journey, requiring intentional
effort, reliance on divine grace, and a deep understanding of biblical
principles. The pursuit of holiness is framed as both a spiritual discipline
and an act of obedience, challenging readers to confront areas of compromise
and grow in Christlikeness. Bridges' clear writing style, practical advice,



and theological depth make the book accessible and effective for personal
study, small groups, and church teaching. Throughout the work, he balances
encouragement with accountability, guiding readers to recognize their
responsibility in the process while depending on the Holy Spirit. The book's
enduring popularity testifies to its relevance and transformative power for
Christians seeking authentic spiritual growth.

Biblical Foundations of Holiness

The Meaning of Holiness in Scripture

Holiness, as explained by Jerry Bridges, is rooted in the character of God.
The Bible consistently describes God as holy, meaning utterly set apart and
morally perfect. For believers, holiness entails being separated from sin and
consecrated to God’s purposes. Key passages such as Leviticus 11:44 (“Be
holy, for I am holy”) and 1 Peter 1:15-16 reinforce that holiness is both a
divine attribute and a command for God’s people. The pursuit of holiness
involves aligning one’s thoughts, actions, and desires with God’s standards,
striving for purity in every aspect of life.

The Role of Grace and Obedience

Jerry Bridges teaches that holiness is impossible apart from God’s grace.
While personal discipline is necessary, believers must depend on the enabling
power of the Holy Spirit. Grace does not excuse sin but empowers victory over
it. Bridges emphasizes a balanced approach: Christians should never rely
solely on willpower or self-effort, nor should they passively wait for
transformation. Obedience is the appropriate response to grace, forming a
partnership between divine enablement and human responsibility in the pursuit
of holiness.

Key Themes and Insights from Jerry Bridges

The Battle Against Sin

A central theme in "The Pursuit of Holiness" is the ongoing struggle with
sin. Jerry Bridges highlights that the Christian life involves a daily battle
against sinful desires, habits, and temptations. He encourages readers to
take sin seriously, avoid rationalizations, and recognize its destructive
nature. The book provides biblical strategies for recognizing, resisting, and
overcoming sin, emphasizing that victory is possible but requires vigilance
and intentionality.



The Importance of Spiritual Discipline

Bridges stresses that spiritual growth and holiness demand discipline.
Regular prayer, Bible study, and accountability are crucial tools for
transformation. He illustrates how spiritual habits foster sensitivity to sin
and cultivate a deeper relationship with God. The pursuit of holiness is not
instantaneous; it is developed through consistent effort and reliance on
spiritual disciplines.

Dependence on the Holy Spirit

Throughout the book, Jerry Bridges underscores the role of the Holy Spirit in
sanctification. The Spirit provides conviction, guidance, and strength to
overcome sin. Believers are called to yield to the Spirit’s leading, inviting
His work in every area of life. Bridges warns against both legalism and
passivity, advocating for a Spirit-led pursuit of holiness that combines
faith and action.

e Sin must be confronted and confessed regularly
e Spiritual disciplines are the foundation of growth
e Grace empowers, but does not exempt from effort

e The Holy Spirit is essential for transformation

Practical Strategies for Pursuing Holiness

Identifying Areas of Compromise

Jerry Bridges advises believers to examine their lives honestly and identify
areas where compromise has occurred. Self-examination and confession are
essential first steps. He recommends setting specific goals for spiritual
growth and seeking accountability from trusted friends or mentors.
Recognizing patterns of sin and actively working to change them is
fundamental in the pursuit of holiness.



Developing Spiritual Habits

Consistent spiritual habits foster holiness. Bridges suggests daily prayer,
systematic Bible reading, and regular participation in Christian community.
These practices keep believers anchored in truth, sensitive to the Spirit,
and equipped to resist temptation. The book provides practical examples and
encourages incremental progress rather than perfection.

Renewing the Mind

Transformation begins with the renewal of the mind. Jerry Bridges encourages
believers to saturate their thoughts with Scripture, reject worldly
influences, and embrace God’s perspective. Meditating on biblical truths and
memorizing key verses help shift attitudes and priorities, making holiness a
natural outflow of an aligned mindset.

1. Confess and repent of known sins regularly
2. Establish accountability relationships

3. Commit to daily prayer and Bible study

4. Guard against negative influences

5. Set realistic, measurable goals for growth

Common Challenges in the Pursuit of Holiness

Dealing with Discouragement

Many believers struggle with discouragement when progress is slow or setbacks
occur. Jerry Bridges acknowledges that sanctification is a gradual process,
not an instant transformation. He encourages perseverance and reliance on
God’'s promises, reminding readers that growth comes over time and through
repeated effort.

Overcoming Legalism and Complacency

Legalism can undermine the pursuit of holiness by shifting focus from God’s
grace to human rules. Bridges warns against rigid, performance-based



spirituality and stresses the importance of heart transformation over
external compliance. Conversely, complacency is equally dangerous, leading to
stagnation and spiritual apathy. The book calls for a balanced, grace-filled
approach that motivates earnest pursuit without condemnation.

Handling Temptation

Temptation is an inevitable part of the Christian walk. Jerry Bridges offers
biblical counsel for resisting temptation, including scripture memorization,
prayer, and avoiding situations that foster weakness. He emphasizes the
importance of vigilance and the power of the Holy Spirit to provide escape
and victory in moments of trial.

Legacy and Impact of Jerry Bridges’ Teachings

Influence on Christian Discipleship

"The Pursuit of Holiness" has shaped generations of believers and leaders.
Jerry Bridges’ teachings are widely used in discipleship programs, Bible
studies, and church curricula. His biblical approach and practical wisdom
have helped Christians develop a deeper commitment to spiritual growth,
integrity, and godly living.

Continuing Relevance Today

Decades after its publication, the book remains a go-to resource for those
seeking to understand and live out biblical holiness. The universal need to
overcome sin and grow in Christlikeness ensures that Bridges’ message is
always relevant. Readers continue to be challenged, encouraged, and equipped
through his work, making "The Pursuit of Holiness" a lasting legacy in
Christian literature.

Frequently Asked Questions about "The Pursuit
of Holiness"

Q: What is the main message of "the pursuit of
holiness jerry bridges"?

A: The main message is that holiness is both a command and a lifelong process



for Christians, requiring intentional effort, dependence on God'’'s grace, and
practical spiritual discipline.

Q: How does Jerry Bridges define holiness?

A: Jerry Bridges defines holiness as being set apart for God, separated from
sin, and committed to living according to God’s standards as revealed in
Scripture.

Q: What practical steps does the book suggest for
pursuing holiness?

A: The book recommends regular prayer, Bible study, accountability,
confession of sin, setting spiritual goals, and relying on the Holy Spirit
for strength and guidance.

Q: Why is grace important in the pursuit of
holiness?

A: Grace is essential because it empowers believers to overcome sin; holiness
cannot be achieved by human effort alone but requires the enabling power of
the Holy Spirit.

Q: What are common obstacles to holiness according
to Jerry Bridges?

A: Common obstacles include discouragement, legalism, complacency,
unconfessed sin, and lack of spiritual discipline.

Q: How does "The Pursuit of Holiness" differ from
other Christian books on spiritual growth?

A: The book stands out for its balanced emphasis on both grace and personal
responsibility, its depth of biblical teaching, and its practical, actionable
advice.

Q: Who should read "The Pursuit of Holiness"?

A: The book is suitable for all Christians who desire spiritual growth,
including new believers, mature Christians, church leaders, and those
involved in discipleship.



Q: Is "The Pursuit of Holiness" appropriate for
group study?

A: Yes, the book is widely used in small groups, Bible studies, and church
classes due to its accessible style and practical application.

Q: What impact has Jerry Bridges’ book had on the
Christian community?

A: The book has influenced countless readers, shaped discipleship programs,
and contributed significantly to discussions on sanctification and Christian
living.

Q: What is the role of the Holy Spirit in holiness
according to Jerry Bridges?

A: The Holy Spirit convicts, empowers, and guides believers, making true
holiness possible through His ongoing work in the life of every Christian.
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The Pursuit of Holiness: Jerry Bridges' Enduring
Legacy

Are you yearning for a deeper, more intimate relationship with God? Do you feel the pull towards a
life of holiness, but struggle with the practical application? Jerry Bridges, a beloved author and
pastor, spent his life exploring and explaining the path to holiness, offering a grace-filled approach
that resonates deeply with believers. This post delves into the core tenets of Jerry Bridges' teachings
on the pursuit of holiness, examining his key insights and providing practical steps to embark on this
transformative journey. We’ll explore his emphasis on grace, the role of the Holy Spirit, and the
ongoing process of sanctification. Prepare to be challenged, encouraged, and inspired to pursue a
life reflecting God's glorious character.
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Understanding Jerry Bridges' Approach to Holiness

Jerry Bridges didn't present holiness as a rigid, legalistic pursuit, but rather as a beautiful, ongoing
response to God's grace. He emphasized the crucial distinction between position and practice. Our
position in Christ is secure, a gift of grace received through faith. Our practice, however, requires
continuous growth and surrender to the Holy Spirit's work within us. This understanding forms the
bedrock of Bridges' message, freeing believers from the burden of performance-based righteousness
and embracing a journey fueled by love and dependence on God.

#### The Centrality of Grace in "The Pursuit of Holiness"

Bridges continually highlighted the overwhelming grace of God in his writings. He argued that
genuine holiness isn't achieved through human effort alone, but rather through a deep
understanding and acceptance of God's unconditional love and forgiveness. This understanding
empowers believers to confront their shortcomings with humility and to rely on God's power for
transformation rather than self-reliance. This grace-driven perspective fosters a heart posture
receptive to the Holy Spirit’s work, making genuine spiritual growth possible.

#### The Transforming Power of the Holy Spirit

Central to Bridges' teachings is the active role of the Holy Spirit in the process of sanctification. He
wasn't advocating for passive spirituality but rather for a surrendered life where the Spirit is allowed
to work freely. This involves actively cooperating with the Spirit's leading through prayer, Bible
study, and obedience to God's commands. Bridges emphasized that the fruit of the Spirit - love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (Galatians 5:22-23) -
are not achieved through willpower but are naturally manifested as we yield to the Spirit's influence.

Practical Steps for Pursuing Holiness: A Jerry Bridges
Perspective

Bridges didn't just offer theoretical concepts; he provided practical strategies for walking in
holiness. He championed self-examination, not as a means of condemnation, but as a tool for
identifying areas where the Spirit needs to work. He encouraged daily confession and repentance,
reminding believers of the constant availability of God's forgiveness. Furthermore, he stressed the
importance of community, recognizing that fellow believers are vital in supporting and encouraging
one another on the path to holiness.

#### The Importance of Spiritual Disciplines

Bridges recognized the value of spiritual disciplines like prayer, Bible study, and fasting. However,
he viewed them not as mere religious rituals but as vital tools for cultivating intimacy with God and
nurturing spiritual growth. These disciplines, practiced with a humble heart and dependence on
God's grace, facilitate a closer walk with Him, enabling us to be more effectively transformed into
His likeness.

#### Overcoming Sin and Cultivating Virtue



Bridges addressed the reality of sin in the life of a believer, emphasizing the ongoing struggle
between the flesh and the Spirit. He didn’t shy away from the difficulty of overcoming sin but
instead offered a grace-filled perspective, encouraging believers to confess their failures and rely on
God's power for forgiveness and strength. He advocated for cultivating virtue through consistent
practice and the conscious choice to obey God's commands. This proactive approach to overcoming
sin helps to build stronger character and a deeper relationship with God.

Conclusion

The pursuit of holiness, as envisioned by Jerry Bridges, isn't a race to perfection but a lifelong
journey characterized by grace, surrender, and dependence on the Holy Spirit. His teachings offer a
refreshing and liberating approach, freeing believers from the weight of self-effort and empowering
them to embrace the transformative power of God's grace. By embracing the practical steps he
outlined, we can embark on a path of ever-increasing holiness, reflecting God's love and character to
the world.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQSs)

Q1: Is Jerry Bridges' approach to holiness legalistic?

Al: No, quite the opposite. Bridges emphasized grace as the foundation of holiness, rejecting
legalistic approaches that focus on performance. He stressed our position in Christ and the ongoing
work of the Holy Spirit.

Q2: How can [ practically apply Jerry Bridges' teachings to my daily life?

A2: Start by consistently engaging in spiritual disciplines like prayer and Bible study. Practice daily
confession and repentance. Seek accountability and encouragement from fellow believers. Focus on
cultivating virtue and overcoming sin through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Q3: What is the difference between position and practice in Bridges' theology?

A3: Position refers to our secure standing in Christ, received by grace through faith. Practice refers
to our ongoing efforts to live out our faith, empowered by the Holy Spirit. Bridges emphasized the
importance of both, recognizing that our position secures our journey, while practice demonstrates
our growth.

Q4: How does Jerry Bridges' understanding of holiness differ from other theological perspectives?

A4: Bridges emphasized grace and the active role of the Holy Spirit more prominently than some
other perspectives that may focus more on personal discipline or outward conformity. His approach
is characterized by a deep dependence on God's power and a compassionate understanding of
human weakness.



Q5: Where can I find more resources by Jerry Bridges?

A5: Many of Jerry Bridges' books are readily available online and in Christian bookstores. Some of
his most popular works include "The Pursuit of Holiness," "Transforming Your Heart," and
"Respectable Sins." You can also find numerous sermons and articles online through various
Christian resources.

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: The Pursuit of Holiness Jerry Bridges, 2016 This new
edition replaces both The Pursuit of Holiness (ISBN 9781576839324) and the study guide (ISBN
9781576839881) by combining both resources into one volume Be holy, for I am holy, commands
God. But holiness is something that is often missed in the Christian's daily life. According to
Navigator author Jerry Bridges, that's because we're not exactly sure what our part in holiness is. In
The Pursuit of Holiness, he helps us see clearly just what we should rely on God to do--and what we
should take responsibility for ourselves. As you deepen your relationship with God, learn more about
His character, and understand the Holy Spirit's role in holiness, your spiritual growth will mature.
The included study guide contains 12 lessons.

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: The Pursuit of Holiness Jerry Bridges, 2016-09-19 This
new edition replaces both The Pursuit of Holiness and the separate study guide by combining both
resources into one volume! “Be holy, for I am holy,” commands God. But holiness is something that
is often missed in the Christian’s daily life. According to Navigator author Jerry Bridges, that’s
because we’re not exactly sure what our part in holiness is. In The Pursuit of Holiness, he helps us
see clearly just what we should rely on God to do—and what we should take responsibility for
ourselves. As you deepen your relationship with God, learn more about His character, and
understand the Holy Spirit’s role in holiness, your spiritual growth will mature. The included study
guide contains 12 lessons.

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: The Practice of Godliness Jerry Bridges, 2016-06-01
Over 600,000 copies sold Godliness is more than a character trait. This foundational spiritual quality
makes the entire Christian life dynamic, effective, and pleasing to God. But how can you develop a
godly character? In this sequel to the popular book The Pursuit of Holiness, renowned author Jerry
Bridges helps readers establish the foundation upon which godly character is built. The Practice of
Godliness will open your eyes to see how character formation affects the way you relate to God, to
yourself, and to others. Great for Christian growth, and practical at any life stage, this book will
encourage you to embrace: Devotion to God Contentment Joy Self-Control Humility Holiness And
more Now with an added study guide for personal use or group discussion so you can dive deeper
into this staple of Jerry Bridges’s classic collection. Your character formation will never be the same!
“The writings of Jerry Bridges are a gift to the church. He addresses a relevant topic with the
wisdom of a scholar and the heart of a servant.” —Max Lucado, pastor and bestselling author

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: The Discipline of Grace Jerry Bridges, 2018-04-03
God's Role and Our Role in the Pursuit of Holiness You are never beyond the reach of God's grace.
Neither are you ever beyond the need of God's grace. Without grace we'd never come to Christ. But
being a Christian is more than just coming to Christ, it's about growing and becoming more like
Jesus. This pursuit of holiness is hard work, and as we enter into this discipline, we sometimes lose
sight of grace. Jerry Bridges helps us steer clear of this disastrous distraction, offering a clear and
thorough explanation of the gospel and what it means to the believer. Explore how the same grace
that brings us to Christ also grows us in Christ. Includes full study guide (which was previously sold
as a stand-alone discussion guide, ISBN 9781576839904).

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: Transforming Grace Jerry Bridges, 2017-10-03 Living
Confidently in God's Unfailing Love Grace is amazing because it is God's provision for when we fall
short of His standards. Unfortunately, too many of us embrace grace for our salvation but then leave
it behind in our everyday lives. We base our relationship with God on our performance rather than




on His love for us, even when we intuitively know that our performance cannot earn us the love we
so desperately crave. Isn't it time to stop trying to measure up and begin accepting the transforming
power of God's grace? The product of more than ten years of Bible study, Navigator author Jerry
Bridges's Transforming Grace is a fountainhead of inspiration and renewal that will show you just
how inexhaustible and generous God's grace really is. This edition includes the full study guide,
which was formerly available as a separate product (ISBN 9781600063046).

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: The Blessing of Humility Jerry Bridges, 2016-06-01
From the bestselling author of The Pursuit of Holiness We all admire humility when we see it. But
how do we actively practice it? Esteemed and established author Jerry Bridges takes a deeper look
into the Beatitudes to find a pattern for humility in action. He thoroughly explains what humility is,
what the Bible says about it, and the different ways we can exhibit humility in a fallen world. A
must-read for Christians in every stage of their journey with Jesus, The Blessing of Humility draws
connections between Christ’s teachings, and shows readers how to put humility into daily action.
You will glean convicting and lifechanging insights about: Mourning over personal sin Hungering
and thirsting for righteousness Showing meekness Demonstrating mercy And more Now with an
added study guide for personal use or group discussion so you can dive deeper into this staple of
Jerry Bridges’s classic collection. “The writings of Jerry Bridges are a gift to the church. He
addresses a relevant topic with the wisdom of a scholar and the heart of a servant.” —Max Lucado,
pastor and bestselling author “The Blessing of Humility gives us Jerry Bridges at his best.” —Eugene
Peterson, bestselling author “This is not just a message on humility. It breathes of a person who is
humbly living out the message that he has put to pen.” —Tom Hughes, author and lead pastor of
Christian Assembly, Los Angeles “Throughout this wonderful book, Jerry Bridges shows us the grace
found when we walk humbly with Christ and the joy that comes from resting in his finished work on
the cross.” —C. J. Mahaney, author and pastor

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: God Took Me by the Hand Jerry Bridges, 2014-05-01
Jerry Bridges’ life is a remarkable story of God'’s providence. From “a most unpromising beginning”
as a poor kid from the wrong side of the tracks, he joined the Navy, went to college, became an
engineer, joined The Navigators as a missionary, and eventually became a best-selling author. In this
book, Jerry illustrates through his story—and then summarizes for the reader—seven key “spiritual
lessons” that God has taught him through his 83 years. These lessons can be passed on to any
believer.

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: Respectable Sins Jerry Bridges, 2017-08-01 Over
250,000 copies sold Have we become so focused on “major” sins that we’ve grown apathetic about
our subtle sins? Renowned author Jerry Bridges takes you into a deep look at the corrosive patterns
of behavior that we often accept as normal, in this established and impactful book. Practical,
thought-provoking, and relevant at any stage of life, Respectable Sins addresses a dozen clusters of
specific “acceptable” sins that we tend to tolerate in ourselves, such as: Jealousy Anger
Judgementalism Selfishness Pride Writing from the trenches of his own battles with sin, Bridges
offers a message of hope in the transforming grace of God to overcome our “respectable sins.” Now
with an added study guide for personal use or group discussion so you can dive deeper into this
staple of Jerry Bridges’s classic collection. “Read this book—we need to—and be ready for a gentle
surgeon’s sharp knife.” —]J. I. Packer, author and speaker

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: The Transforming Power of the Gospel Jerry
Bridges, 2022-10-18 The apostle Paul writes that we are to be transformed, but for many Christians,
figuring out how to approach spiritual transformation can be elusive. Best-selling author Jerry
Bridges helps us understand that we have available to us the ultimate power source for true spiritual
growth: the gospel. In The Transforming Power of the Gospel, Bridges guides you through a
thorough examination of: What the biblical meaning of grace is and how it applies to your life How
Jesus' work in His life and death applies to the believer in justification and adoption Why basic
spiritual disciplines are necessary for spiritual growth What role the Holy Spirit plays in both
definitive and progressive sanctification



the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: Who Am I? Jerry Bridges, 2012-03-15 Best-selling
author Jerry Brides (The Pursuit of Holiness, The Discipline of Grace, The Bookends of the Christian
Life, and many other books) asks perhaps the most fundamental question of existence: “Who am I?”
He then turns to Scripture to unpack for the Christian eight clear, interlocking, illuminating
answers: I Am a Creature I Am in Christ I Am Justified [ Am an Adopted Son of God I Am a New
Creation I Am a Saint I Am a Servant of Jesus Christ I Am Not Yet Perfect A direct, honest
presentation of biblical truth, and all new material from Jerry Bridges, Who Am [?demonstrates for
believers that they can and should rightfully claim for themselves an unshakeable, lifelong, personal
foundation of confidence in one thing and one thing alone: the gospel of a victorious, resurrected
Savior.

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: Trusting God Jerry Bridges, 2016-11-18 Over 500,000
copies sold “Why is God allowing this? What have I done wrong?” Many of us have asked these
questions when life hits us hard. When our circumstances defy explanation, it is difficult to untangle
our emotions from the truth. Before long, we feel confused and frustrated. We doubt His care for us.
We wonder how He could allow these circumstances at all, or if He is really in control. During a time
of darkness and adversity in his own life, Jerry Bridges dug deep into the Bible for answers on God’s
sovereignty. What he learned changed his life—and it will change yours too. Find the answers to
some of your most heartfelt questions, such as: Is God in control? Can I trust God? What is our
responsibility when things are hard? How can I grow through adversity? And more Explore the scope
of God’s care and control over nations, nature, and the tiny details of your life. You’ll find yourself
trusting Him more completely—even when life hurts. Now with an added study guide for personal
use or group discussion so you can dive deeper into this staple of Jerry Bridges’s classic collection.
“The writings of Jerry Bridges are a gift to the church. He addresses a relevant topic with the
wisdom of a scholar and the heart of a servant.” —Max Lucado, pastor and bestselling author

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: 31 Days toward Trusting God Jerry Bridges,
2017-04-03 It's easy to trust God when everything is going well. But when adversity strikes—a
school shooting, a cancer diagnosis, a financial setback—do you wonder if God cares or if He’s even
there at all? In this 31-day devotional, author Jerry Bridges tackles the doctrine of God’s sovereignty.
These daily readings set the biblical foundation for the essential goodness of His character. In a
clear and warm manner, Bridges explains how you can and should choose to trust God no matter
what happens in life.

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: Holiness Day by Day Jerry Bridges, 2014-02-27 Do you
want your daily devotional to have more substance? Then you will appreciate this one-year
devotional from Navigator author Jerry Bridges. Each entry has been carefully selected from his best
writings, connecting with you on a deeper level and encouraging personal discovery. This quick daily
read is full of inspiration, commitment, and transformation for men and women to grow in spiritual
maturity.

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: The Joy of Fearing God Jerry Bridges, 2009-02-04 What
Kind of Relationship Can You Have with Someone You Fear? For most of us, fear is something we try
to avoid. And fearing God hardly sounds like an occasion for joy. But Jerry Bridges shows how the
fear of the Lord is actually the key that opens the door to a life of true knowledge, wisdom, blessing,
and joy. We all want a deeper, more intimate relationship with God-one that’s characterized by joy.
But how does fearing God lead to joy? After all, aren’t we supposed to love Him and live in intimate
relationship with Him? Jerry Bridges explores this paradox as he unpacks the biblical promise that
God delights in those who fear Him. Join him as he unveils the awesome greatness of God-His
incredible holiness, deep wisdom, and especially His inspiring love. You'll gain a deeper
understanding of who God is that will draw you into a truly biblical, and surprisingly delightful, fear
of God-a fear that includes your own genuine, heartfelt delight in God. You'll make the startling
discovery that the fear of the Lord, far from being something to avoid, is the key to joyful, fulfilling,
and genuine intimacy with God. It can change your relationship with God and change your life!
Discover the surprising Joy of Fearing God!



the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: The Hole in Our Holiness Kevin DeYoung,
2014-01-31 The hole in our holiness is that we don't care much about holiness. Or, at the very least,
we don't understand it. And we all have our reasons too: Maybe the pursuit of holiness seems
legalistic. Maybe it feels like one more thing to worry about in your already overwhelming life.
Maybe the emphasis on effort in the Christian life appears unspiritual. Or maybe you've been trying
really hard to be holy and it's just not working! Whatever the case, the problem is clear: too few
Christians look like Christ and too many don't seem all that concerned about it. This is a book for
those of us who are ready to take holiness seriously, ready to be more like Jesus, ready to live in
light of the grace that produces godliness. This is a book about God's power to help us grow in
personal holiness and to enjoy the process of transformation.

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: The Fruitful Life Jerry Bridges, 2014-02-27 We want
to live loving, joyful, anxiety-free lives. Yet how can we live in grace when we’re so busy battling our
old patterns of behavior? Jerry Bridges explores the nine aspects of the “fruit of the Spirit” described
in Galatians 5:22-23: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and
self-control. These qualities of character can truly mark our lives if we devote ourselves to a twofold
pursuit: God-centeredness and God-likeness. Jerry shows us how to practice the fruit in daily life.
When The Fruitful Life first released, Jerry said, “It was the book I had wanted to write that included
everything I forgot and/or learned since The Pursuit of Holiness.”

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: True Community Jerry Bridges, 2014-02-27 What God
Intended for the Body of Christ Fellowship among believers is more than just talking over coffee
after church service. Biblical fellowship in New Testament times—or koinonia—had rich and varied
meanings, including covenant relationship, partnership in the gospel, communion with God and
others, and the sharing of earthly possessions. In True Community, bestselling author Jerry Bridges
guides you through koinonia and its implications for today’s church. With discussion questions at the
end of each chapter, this book will help you dig deeper into what Christian community in the
twenty-first century should look like. You will come away with a new appreciation for fellowship, the
church, and what God intended the body of Christ to be. With a discussion guide for personal or
group use.

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: The Bookends of the Christian Life Jerry Bridges, Bob
Bevington, 2009-03-09 The authors use an extended metaphor to serve up a little book with a big
message about two essentials of the Christian life. What do bookends have to do with the Christian
life? They are a metaphor that Jerry Bridges has developed over the years, and which he and
coauthor Bob Bevington flesh out in this small volume. The two bookends explain not only how we as
sinners can be made acceptable to a holy God but also we can find the power to change. They are
thus essential for the Christian life. In a unique book that should garner the attention of a wide
range of readers, the authors use their extended metaphor to help readers answer questions like:
How can I overcome persistent guilt? How can I deal with the pressure to measure up? Where can I
find the motivation it takes to grow? How can I live the Christian life with both my head and my
heart? How can I be sure God loves me? How can I change in an authentic and lasting way? So what
are the bookends of the Christian life? Christ's righteousness as it is transferred to dependent
believers, and the Holy Spirit's power as it enables their transformation. In continuing their goal to
re-center the church at large onto the historic gospel of Jesus Christ, Bridges and Bevington have
served up this little book with a big message so that believers and seekers alike can understand
these two keys to a genuine Christian life.

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: Growing Your Faith Jerry Bridges, 2014-02-27 When
we are gripped by the astonishing fact of Christ’s love for us, we want to draw close to Him and
worship Him. But what can we do to deepen our relationship with Jesus? What does He expect of us?
And how can we be more like Him? Navigator author Jerry Bridges presents the essential elements
of Christian life in a highly readable, practical form that men, women, and teens can enjoy. Learn
how to: Feed your spiritual life by taking in the Scriptures Rely on the Holy Spirit in obedience and
prayer Trust God during the trials of life Contribute your unique spiritual gifts to serve others These



essentials of the Christian faith can help you disciple others.

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: True Fellowship Jerry Bridges, 1985

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: You Can Trust God Jerry Bridges, 1989-05-15 What
are the three basic things we need to know about God in order to trust Him when life gets rough?

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: The Holiness of God R.C. Sproul, 2023-09-05 Central
to God’s character is the quality of holiness. Yet, even so, most people are hard-pressed to define
what God’s holiness precisely is. Many preachers today avoid the topic altogether because people
today don’t quite know what to do with words like “awe” or “fear.” R. C. Sproul, in this classic work,
puts the holiness of God in its proper and central place in the Christian life. He paints an
awe-inspiring vision of God that encourages Christian to become holy just as God is holy. Once you
encounter the holiness of God, your life will never be the same.

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: Fifty Reasons Why Jesus Came to Die John Piper,
2006-01-27 The most important questions anyone can ask are: Why was Jesus Christ crucified? Why
did he suffer so much? What has this to do with me? Finally, who sent him to his death? The answer
to the last question is that God did. Jesus was God's Son. The suffering was unsurpassed, but the
whole message of the Bible leads to this answer. The central issue of Jesus' death is not the cause,
but the meaning. That is what this book is about. John Piper has gathered from the New Testament
fifty reasons in answer to the most important question that each of us must face : What did God
achieve for sinners like us in sending his Son to die?

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: Into His Presence Timothy L. Anderson, 2019-07-30 A
theologically grounded treatment of what it means to be close to God Numerous Christian books aim
to provide guidance on relationships with God, but few base their conclusions on a biblical theology
of intimacy. In this volume, Tim Anderson develops a biblical and holistic portrait of nearness to
God, exploring key themes like God's Trinitarian union, the fall, God's fatherhood, marriage imagery,
suffering, and our relationship with the Holy Spirit. A concluding chapter examines contemporary
Christian songs that address oneness with God and evaluates their theological messages in light of
the previous chapters. Into His Presence is a helpful guide for pursuing intimacy with God and
distinguishing contemporary cultural understandings of close relationships from those
communicated in Scripture.

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: The Great Exchange (Foreword by Sinclair Ferguson)
Jerry Bridges, Bob Bevington, 2007-09-07 Believers often take for granted the great act of salvation
provided to us by the work of Jesus Christ. Beginning with the Old Testament sacrifices and the
prophecies that foreshadowed Christ, authors Jerry Bridges and Bob Bevington guide believers
through the biblical overview of Christ's atonement. The Great Exchange helps believers see how the
Old Testament practices tie in with the New Testament discussion of Christ's great work of
salvation. As believers work through these principles, they will begin to recognize that even though
we deserve condemnation and punishment from a holy God, he has given us the opportunity to
experience his great riches through his Son, Jesus Christ. The clear gospel message presented
throughout the entire book offers a great appreciation of Christ for believers and an opportunity for
salvation for unbelievers.

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: 7 Ways to Pray Amy Boucher Pye, 2021-09-14 For
Christians, prayer is the main way we communicate with God - but what can we do when we struggle
with the question of how to pray or feel our prayer lives are lacking? Seven Ways to Pray explores
how by looking to ancient prayer practices of Christianity, we can find fresh ways to relate to God
today. Discovering these tried and tested tools will not only strengthen our relationship with him but
will bring us joy, contentment, growth and transformation. With warmth and encouragement, Amy
Boucher Pye takes us through seven ways to pray to God: praying with the Bible, receiving and
extending forgiveness, practicing God's presence, listening prayer, the prayer of lament, praying
with the gospels imaginatively and the prayer of examen. Guiding us through their history, she
shows us how easily we can make these prayer practices part of our lives and use them to grow
closer to God. Along with prayer exercises to help us engage directly with God, there are questions




for individual reflection or small-group discussion, making Seven Ways to Pray perfect to use as a
family, in churches or with friends. This is a book for anyone who has ever wondered how to pray or
is looking for ways to revitalise their prayer lives. It will give you an understanding of some of the
oldest prayer practices of Christianity, and equip you with the tools you need to renew and refresh
your relationship with God. Come along, and discover Seven Ways to Pray.

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: The Chase Jerry Bridges, 2014-02-27 This book by
Navigator author Jerry Bridges shows students that holiness isn’t an accomplishment—it’s a process.
Learn more about the character of God as you explore your personal spiritual formation. Taken from
Jerry’s The Pursuit of Holiness, it’s a great discipleship tool for young adults.

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: The Pursuit of Holiness Study Guide Jerry Bridges,
2014-02-27 Holiness should mark the life of every Christian. But holiness often is hard to
understand. In the 12 lessons in this companion study guide to The Pursuit of Holiness (ISBN
9781576839324) by Navigator author Jerry Bridges, you can discover the Bible’s guidelines for holy
living. As you develop a deeper relationship with God, you will learn more about His character, grow
in maturity, and understand the role the Holy Spirit plays in your pursuit of holiness.

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: Holiness John Webster, 2003-03-15 Here, Webster
presents a trinitarian theology of holiness, which is aimed at a wide range of audiences, including
ordinands, students of theology and interested laypeople. According to this account, God's holiness
is known not in his simple transcendence but in his gracious and free relationship to his creatures.
That holiness finds an echo in the holiness of the Christian community, especially in worship and
witness, and in the life of the individual disciple. Integrating biblical, dogmatic and practical
theology, the book - which is based on the Day-Higginbotham lectures delivered in the University of
Toronto in 2002 - offers a succinct account of a central theme in Christian teaching and practice.

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: The Pursuit of Holiness Jerry Bridges, 2014-02-27
“Be holy, for I am holy,” commands God. But holiness is something that is often missed in the
Christian’s daily life. According to Navigator author Jerry Bridges, that’s because we’re not exactly
sure what our part in holiness is. In The Pursuit of Holiness, he helps us see clearly just what we
should rely on God to do—and what we should take responsibility for ourselves. As you deepen your
relationship with God, learn more about His character, and understand the Holy Spirit’s role in
holiness, your spiritual growth will mature. A Study Guide is also available separately (ISBN
9781576839881).

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: Holiness J. C. Ryle, 2001-11 This book lays out the
requirements and difficulties that will come with the pursuit of holiness in our Christian lives. Ryle
starts out with the way to achieve holiness and the difficulties that arise with pursuing a holy life,
and then going throughout the Bible giving true examples of the cost of holiness and the rewards it
brings as the Bible promises us. To often we sing and pray for such a life without being willing to
undergo the necessary life changes and adjustments to get there. This book lays out what we can
expect in such a journey and what God will ask of each of us to get us to the point He wants us to be.

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: Habits of Grace David Mathis, 2016-02-12 The
Christian life is built on three seemingly unremarkable practices: reading the Bible, prayer, and
fellowship with other believers. However, according to David Mathis, such “habits of grace” are the
God-designed channels through which his glorious grace flows—making them life-giving practices
for all Christians. Whether it’s hearing God’s voice (the Word), having his ear (prayer), or
participating in his body (fellowship), such spiritual rhythms of the Christian life have the power to
awaken our souls to God’s glory and stir our hearts for lifelong service in his name. What’s more,
these seemingly simple practices grant us access to a host of spiritual blessings that we can only
begin to imagine this side of eternity—and the incredible joy that such blessings bring to God’s
children today.

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: The Effective Bible Teacher Josh Hunt, 2013-09-26 We
desperately need an army of Effective Bible Teachers. What is an Effective Bible Teacher?An
Effective Bible Teacher teaches so that people live according to the Bible. Effective Bible Teachers



create doers of the Word and not hearers only. Effective Bible Teachers make disciples. Effective
Bible Teachers result in classes that pray, people who serve, and individuals who read their Bibles
and follow what it says. Effective Bible Teachers create people who love the Lord God with all their
heart, soul, mind, and strength. Effective Bible Teachers lead people to know their spiritual gifts and
serve according to their gifting. Effective Bible Teachers teach people to abide in Christ. Effective
Bible Teachers love the people in their group. They hang out with them. They serve them. They have
them in their homes. They are with them. Effective Bible Teachers lead people to love. They lead
people to lay down their lives in service to others. They lead people to care. Effective Bible Teachers
lead people to love the Word as they love the Word. The Psalmist said it is sweeter than honey. In
another place, “Oh how I love the law.” It was not mere duty and obligation. It was delight. Effective
Bible Teachers make a difference. Their classes are different because of the way they teach. Their
people are different because of their influence on their lives. Their corner of the world is different
because it is infected by people who are salt and light.

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: Summary of Jerry Bridges's The Pursuit of Holiness
Everest Media,, 2022-09-17T00:00:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the original
book. Sample Book Insights: #1 The Bible has the answer to your problems. You can be holy. #2 We
have misunderstood the idea of living by faith to mean that no effort at holiness is required on our
part, and we have even suggested that any effort on our part is of the flesh. #3 We must take some
sins seriously and not compromise on the little issues. #4 We must take some sins seriously and not
compromise on the little issues.

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: The Enemy Within Kris Lundgaard, 2023 This revised
edition of Kris Lundgaard's best-selling classic brings the wisdom of Puritan John Owen to a broad
audience. Find insight, encouragement, and hope for your battle with sin--

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: What If Jesus Meant What He Said? Nate Bramsen,
2021-07 What if Jesus words were never intended to fit into your existing lifestyle? What if they were
meant to change everything? What if Jesus never wanted merely part of your life? What if He wants
everything? Instead of offering easy answers, these pages ask difficult questions, leading the reader
on a journey with life-altering implications. If Jesus meant what He said, how might His words affect
our relationships, investments, speech, perspectives, discipleship, spiritual disciplines, and every
other aspect of life? What if the only balanced Christian life is all-out surrender to Jesus Christ?

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: Respectable Sins Student Edition Jerry Bridges,
2014-02-27 Christians talk a lot about the “bad” sin of society. But are we guilty of overlooking the
“okay” sin in our own lives, such as self-righteousness, anger, even anxiety? Jerry Bridges’ landmark
exploration of tolerated sin and God’s remedy has been specifically adapted (not dumbed down!) for
teens.

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: Is God Really In Control? Jerry Bridges, 2014-02-27
From devastating natural disasters to deadly highway accidents, tragedies occur every day around
the world and in our own lives. As we face death, grief, loss, we become angry and our faith is tested
as we ask, “Is God really in control?” Navigator author Jerry Bridges helps answer that question
positively in this topical Bible study, offering comfort and hope by exploring the greater purposes
and character of God. Useful for men, women, and teens, the book includes discussion questions.

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: The Way Forward Joe Barnard, 2020 A lot of Christian
men - and small groups of men - feel stuck. They have a sincere desire to grow but feel confused
about what to do next. The Way Forward is a road-map for men who want to cut through the noise
and distraction of the 21st century and take definite steps toward spiritual maturity. This book
follows the simple format of problem, solution, and plan. Men who read it will walk away with both a
clear diagnosis for why they feel stuck and a practical action plan for moving forward.

the pursuit of holiness jerry bridges: The Discipline of Grace Jerry Bridges, Dietrich
Gruen, 1994-11-15 The Discipline of Grace Study Guide will help you unlock the mystery of what
God does in bringing you to maturity in Christ and help you understand what your responsibility is.
Each session in this discusssion guide contains an excerpt from the book, along with probing




questions for personal study and group discussion.
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