
the five fold ministry and their functions
the five fold ministry and their functions is an essential topic for anyone interested in
understanding biblical leadership, church growth, and spiritual development. This article
explores the fivefold ministry, which consists of apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors,
and teachers, as outlined in Ephesians 4:11-13. Readers will discover the purpose behind
each ministry, their unique functions, and how these roles work together to equip believers
and build a healthy church. By examining the scriptural foundations, practical applications,
and the impact on modern congregations, this article offers a comprehensive guide for
leaders, church members, and anyone seeking to deepen their understanding of biblical
ministry structure. The article also covers historical context, the challenges and benefits of
implementing the fivefold ministry, and answers frequently asked questions related to
these important roles. Continue reading to explore the transformative power and functions
of the fivefold ministry in today’s church.
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Understanding the Five Fold Ministry
The five fold ministry refers to a biblical model of church leadership and spiritual gifting
described in the New Testament. These five distinct roles—apostle, prophet, evangelist,
pastor, and teacher—are designed to work together for the growth, maturity, and unity of
the body of Christ. Understanding the five fold ministry and their functions provides clarity
on how churches can operate efficiently, foster spiritual maturity, and fulfill their mission.
This framework is not only foundational for church governance but also essential for



nurturing individual believers and communities.

Biblical Foundation of the Five Fold Ministry
The five fold ministry originates from Ephesians 4:11-13, where the Apostle Paul explains
that Christ gave these gifts to the church. The purpose of these ministries is to equip the
saints for service, build up the church, and achieve unity in faith and knowledge of Christ.
Each role is distinct but interdependent, ensuring that the church functions effectively and
remains spiritually healthy. The biblical foundation emphasizes that these functions are not
hierarchical but collaborative, with each ministry contributing to the overall maturity and
effectiveness of the church.

The Functions of the Five Fold Ministry
The five fold ministry and their functions are designed to edify, guide, and empower the
church. Each role has specific duties and responsibilities that complement one another.
Together, these ministries form a balanced leadership structure, preventing dominance by
any single role and promoting holistic spiritual growth.

Apostles: Provide vision, establish foundations, and oversee church planting.

Prophets: Offer spiritual insight, direction, and encourage alignment with God's will.

Evangelists: Share the gospel, reach the lost, and inspire outreach.

Pastors: Care for the flock, nurture relationships, and facilitate healing.

Teachers: Impart biblical truth, clarify doctrine, and promote understanding.

Each function is crucial for building a mature, unified, and purpose-driven church
community.

The Apostle: Pioneer and Foundation Layer

Role and Characteristics of Apostles
Apostles are often seen as pioneers and spiritual architects. Their primary function is to lay
foundations, establish new ministries, and provide oversight. Apostles are visionary leaders
with a strong sense of calling to advance the Kingdom of God in new territories or contexts.
Historically, apostles initiated church movements, set doctrinal standards, and addressed
complex challenges within the body of Christ.



Key Functions of Apostles

Establishing new churches and ministries

Providing spiritual oversight and governance

Clarifying doctrinal truth and promoting unity

Mentoring and developing emerging leaders

Facilitating cross-cultural missions and outreach

Apostles ensure the church remains grounded in biblical truth while expanding its reach
and influence.

The Prophet: Revealer and Guide

Role and Characteristics of Prophets
Prophets serve as spiritual guides, offering insight and revelation from God. Their function
is to communicate God’s heart, will, and direction to individuals and the church body.
Prophets are known for their discernment, sensitivity to spiritual matters, and ability to
encourage or correct according to divine guidance.

Key Functions of Prophets

Providing spiritual insight and revelation

Encouraging and edifying the church

Correcting and warning about potential pitfalls

Confirming God’s direction and calling

Promoting intimacy with God and spiritual growth

Prophets play a vital role in keeping the church aligned with God’s purposes, especially
during times of transition or challenge.

The Evangelist: Messenger and Harvester



Role and Characteristics of Evangelists
Evangelists are passionate communicators of the gospel, focused on reaching the lost and
inspiring outreach. Their function is to proclaim the good news, mobilize believers for
evangelism, and facilitate growth through conversions. Evangelists are often gifted in
connecting with diverse audiences and igniting a passion for missions within the church.

Key Functions of Evangelists

Sharing the gospel with clarity and conviction

Mobilizing believers for outreach and missions

Training others in evangelistic methods

Building bridges to the community and world

Encouraging spiritual harvest and growth

Evangelists are essential for expanding the church and fulfilling the Great Commission.

The Pastor: Shepherd and Caregiver

Role and Characteristics of Pastors
Pastors are shepherds who care for the spiritual and emotional needs of the church. Their
function is to nurture relationships, provide guidance, and facilitate healing. Pastors are
compassionate leaders who build community, foster unity, and ensure the well-being of
individual members.

Key Functions of Pastors

Providing spiritual care and counseling

Building relationships and unity within the church

Facilitating healing and restoration

Overseeing discipleship and spiritual growth

Protecting the flock from spiritual harm

Pastors are central to maintaining a healthy, supportive church environment.



The Teacher: Instructor and Illuminator

Role and Characteristics of Teachers
Teachers are gifted communicators of biblical truth, focused on imparting knowledge,
clarifying doctrine, and fostering understanding. Their function is to instruct, train, and
equip believers for maturity and effective service. Teachers are known for their ability to
explain complex concepts and ensure sound doctrine.

Key Functions of Teachers

Imparting biblical knowledge and wisdom

Clarifying doctrine and promoting sound theology

Training believers for spiritual growth

Encouraging lifelong learning and study

Supporting other ministries through education

Teachers help believers build a strong foundation of faith and understanding.

Benefits of the Five Fold Ministry in the Church
Implementing the five fold ministry and their functions leads to numerous benefits for the
church. This approach creates a balanced leadership team that addresses all aspects of
spiritual growth and church health. When each role functions effectively, the church
experiences greater unity, maturity, and impact in the community. Members are equipped
for ministry, empowered to serve, and supported in their spiritual journey. The fivefold
ministry also helps prevent burnout among leaders and ensures a holistic approach to
discipleship and outreach.

Common Challenges and Misconceptions
Despite its biblical foundation, the five fold ministry often faces challenges and
misconceptions. Some churches may misunderstand the roles, leading to imbalance or
conflict. Others may struggle with recognizing or releasing these gifts among their
members. Common misconceptions include viewing the fivefold ministry as hierarchical,
exclusive, or outdated. Addressing these issues requires education, humility, and a
commitment to biblical principles. Churches must remain open to the Holy Spirit’s guidance
and prioritize unity and cooperation among leaders.



Practical Implementation in Modern Churches
Integrating the five fold ministry and their functions in contemporary churches requires
intentional planning and discernment. Leaders must identify and nurture these gifts within
their congregation, provide training, and create opportunities for each ministry to flourish.
Collaboration, accountability, and ongoing evaluation are essential for success. Churches
benefit from clear vision, open communication, and a willingness to adapt as the Holy Spirit
leads. When implemented properly, the fivefold ministry transforms church culture,
empowers believers, and extends the impact of the gospel locally and globally.

Q: What is the five fold ministry and why is it
important?
A: The five fold ministry refers to the biblical model of church leadership outlined in
Ephesians 4:11, consisting of apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers. It is
important because it provides a balanced structure for equipping believers, fostering
spiritual maturity, and promoting unity and growth within the church.

Q: What are the main functions of each role in the five
fold ministry?
A: Apostles establish and oversee church foundations; prophets provide spiritual insight and
direction; evangelists share the gospel and inspire outreach; pastors care for the flock and
nurture relationships; teachers impart biblical truth and clarify doctrine.

Q: How do the five fold ministry roles work together?
A: The fivefold ministry roles are interdependent, each complementing the others to ensure
the church is healthy, mature, and effective. When these ministries collaborate, they equip
believers for service and maintain balance in leadership and spiritual growth.

Q: Can these five fold ministry gifts be found in modern
churches?
A: Yes, many modern churches recognize and implement the five fold ministry by
identifying these gifts among their members, providing training, and allowing each role to
operate collaboratively for the benefit of the congregation.

Q: What are common misconceptions about the five fold
ministry?
A: Common misconceptions include viewing the five fold ministry as hierarchical, exclusive
to certain denominations, or outdated. In reality, these roles are collaborative, biblically
grounded, and relevant for all believers.



Q: How does the five fold ministry benefit church
growth?
A: By equipping leaders and members in various functions, the five fold ministry fosters
holistic growth, unity, and outreach, leading to a more dynamic and effective church that
impacts its community.

Q: What challenges arise when implementing the five
fold ministry?
A: Challenges include misunderstanding the roles, imbalance in leadership, resistance to
change, and difficulty in identifying these gifts. Overcoming these hurdles requires
education, humility, and intentional collaboration.

Q: Are all believers called to one of the five fold
ministries?
A: Not all believers are called to one of the five fold offices, but every believer can operate
in various spiritual gifts. The fivefold ministry represents specific leadership and equipping
roles within the church.

Q: How can a church identify five fold ministry gifts
among its members?
A: Churches can identify these gifts through prayer, observation, assessments, and
providing opportunities for members to serve in different capacities. Leadership
development and mentoring are also crucial.

Q: What is the biblical purpose behind the five fold
ministry?
A: The biblical purpose is to equip the saints for ministry, build up the body of Christ, and
achieve unity and maturity in faith, as stated in Ephesians 4:12-13.
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The Five-Fold Ministry and Their Functions: A
Comprehensive Guide

The concept of the five-fold ministry is a cornerstone of many Christian denominations, offering a
framework for understanding spiritual gifts and leadership within the church. Understanding the
roles and functions of each ministry is crucial for both those serving and those seeking to grow in
their faith. This comprehensive guide delves into the five-fold ministry – apostles, prophets,
evangelists, pastors, and teachers – exploring their individual functions and the vital interplay
between them in building a thriving and healthy church community. We’ll dissect their unique
contributions, helping you gain a clearer understanding of this powerful spiritual dynamic.

H2: Unveiling the Five-Fold Ministry: A Biblical Foundation

The foundation for the five-fold ministry lies in Ephesians 4:11-13, where Paul outlines the gifts
Christ gave to equip his church: “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some,
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of
Christ.” This passage clearly establishes five distinct ministries, each contributing uniquely to the
overall health and growth of the church.

H2: Apostles: The Foundation of Faith

Apostles are often understood as foundational leaders, responsible for establishing and overseeing
new churches or church movements. Their primary function is to establish a new framework of faith
and/or build upon an existing one. This involves:

H3: Establishing Doctrines: Apostles lay the groundwork of belief, often setting forth core
theological principles and practices.
H3: Planting Churches: They are often pioneers, planting new congregations and establishing their
governance structures.
H3: Overseeing Networks: Apostles often oversee networks of churches, providing guidance and
support to other leaders.
H3: Apostolic Authority: They are granted a unique authority, often involving overseeing other
ministries within a network.

H2: Prophets: Speaking God's Word

Prophets serve as the voice of God, delivering His messages to the church and guiding its direction.
Their functions include:

H3: Revealing God's Will: Prophets bring forth God's prophetic word, offering insight into His plans
and purposes.
H3: Exhortation and Correction: They offer encouragement, challenge, and correction, calling the
church to accountability.
H3: Encouragement and Comfort: They bring words of comfort and hope, lifting up the church in
times of difficulty.



H3: Discernment of Spirits: Prophets often possess a spiritual gift of discernment, identifying the
influences at work.

H2: Evangelists: Sharing the Gospel

Evangelists are passionate communicators of the Gospel, focused on sharing the good news of
salvation with the world. Their primary function is:

H3: Proclamation of the Gospel: Their core task is sharing the message of Jesus Christ to
unbelievers.
H3: Reaching the Unreached: Evangelists often target specific unreached groups or populations.
H3: Revival and Awakening: Their ministry often plays a key role in spiritual revival and awakenings
within communities.
H3: Soul Winning: They are dedicated to leading individuals to faith in Christ.

H2: Pastors: Shepherding the Flock

Pastors are shepherds of the flock, caring for and nurturing the members of the church. Their
functions involve:

H3: Spiritual Oversight: Pastors provide spiritual leadership, guidance, and mentorship to the
congregation.
H3: Pastoral Care: They offer individual and community care, providing support during times of
need.
H3: Teaching and Preaching: They teach the Word of God and preach sermons to the church.
H3: Church Administration: They often handle the administrative aspects of church life.

H2: Teachers: Equipping the Saints

Teachers focus on equipping believers with the knowledge and understanding they need to grow in
their faith. This involves:

H3: Biblical Exposition: Teachers delve into Scripture, providing detailed explanations and
interpretations.
H3: Disciple-Making: They train and mentor believers, helping them mature in their faith.
H3: Theological Education: They provide theological training, strengthening the foundation of
believers' understanding.
H3: Practical Application: They emphasize the practical application of biblical principles to daily life.

H2: The Interdependence of the Five-Fold Ministry

It’s crucial to understand that the five-fold ministry isn’t a competition but a collaborative effort.
Each ministry complements and supports the others, working together to achieve the overall goal of
building up the body of Christ. A healthy church will see these ministries working in harmony, each
contributing its unique gifts to the collective growth and spiritual maturity of the congregation.



Conclusion:

The five-fold ministry is a vital framework for understanding spiritual leadership and gifting within
the church. By understanding the unique functions of each ministry—apostles, prophets, evangelists,
pastors, and teachers—we gain a clearer picture of how God equips his church for its mission. The
true strength lies not in individual ministries but in their unified and collaborative effort to build a
vibrant, growing, and thriving community of faith.

FAQs:

1. Can one person possess multiple gifts from the five-fold ministry? Yes, individuals can possess and
operate in multiple gifts. However, they usually have a primary gifting.

2. Are all five ministries essential for every church? While all five are biblically outlined, the
manifestation and prominence of each might vary depending on the size, context, and stage of
development of a specific church.

3. How can I discern my gifting within the five-fold ministry? Through prayer, spiritual mentorship,
and observing your strengths and passions, coupled with seeking wise counsel from other believers.

4. Is there a hierarchy within the five-fold ministry? No, there is no inherent hierarchy. Each
ministry is equally important and vital for the health of the church.

5. How can the five-fold ministry be misused? The five-fold ministry can be misused through pride,
ambition, manipulation, and a lack of accountability. Humility and servant leadership are critical.

  the five fold ministry and their functions: Understanding The Fivefold Ministry Matthew D
Green, 2015-01-26 DIV God is building His body around the world in the most unexpected ways
through the most unexpected people. Take a self-test to find out where your gifts lie and what area
of ministry God may have custom-designed you for. /div
  the five fold ministry and their functions: Deeper Revelations Of The Five-Fold Ministry
Apostle Frequency Revelator, 2019-11-16 The reason why there is so much confusion in the Church
today with regard to the operation of the gifts of the spirit is because the five-fold ministry gifts are
not fully operational. It is a typical scenario right across the Body of Christ globally that people who
are called to be apostles, prophets, pastors, teachers and evangelists are relegated to the side-lines
while those who evidently don't have God's call are the ones holding the reigns. For this reason, the
church continues to be plundered by forces of darkness as the masses are trapped into a morass of
debilitating poverty, sickness and limitation in progress. In this publication, Apostle Frequency
Revelator unveils the divine truth that the solution to a myriad of problems facing the masses across
the Body of Christ is to focus on God's call and specific function within the five-fold ministry. When
the five-fold ministry is in full operation, each member of the church will enter into their special
individual ministry and function to the level where powers and principalities are shattered by the
Body of Christ as a collective. It is through the fivefold ministries, that the church will reach the full
stature of Jesus Christ and be no longer tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine that comes by. It
is important to get a biblical understanding of the origin of the five-fold ministry, so that our
churches will be healthy and functioning according to the will and plan of God. In this publication,
Apostle Frequency Revelator unveils that every Christian has a special ministry bequeathed upon
him although not every Christian may be called to the fivefold ministry. It is therefore, the
responsibility of every believers to learn to operate in the gifts of the Holy Spirit as well as function



in a particular ministry that God has called them to. Therefore, if you are called into one of the
ministries of the five-fold, this book is a delicate recipe right in your hands. It will cause to
understand how to function fully and effectively in the Body of Christ. Using the analogy of a human
hand to depict the various functions of the five-fold ministry, Apostle Frequency Revelator practically
demonstrates how each of the fold-fold ministries operate and relate to each other. Each of these
offices illustrates a different aspect of how the Body of Christ operates as a collective. Therefore,
this five-fold hand analogy is meant to reinforce your deeper understanding of the components of
church governance so that believers across the Body of Christ globally could easily flow and operate
in work of ministry.
  the five fold ministry and their functions: The Permanent Revolution Alan Hirsch, Tim
Catchim, 2012-01-06 A new brand of apostolic ministry for today's world The Permanent Revolution
is a work of theological re-imagination and re-construction that draws from biblical studies,
theology, organizational theory, leadership studies, and key social sciences. The book elaborates on
the apostolic role rooted in the five-fold ministry from Ephesians 4 (apostles, prophets, evangelists,
shepherds, and teacher), and its significance for the missional movement. It explores how the
apostolic ministry facilitates ongoing renewal in the life of the church and focuses on leadership in
relation to missional innovation and entrepreneurship.The authors examine the nature of
organization as reframed through the lens of apostolic ministry. Shows how to view the world
through a biblical perspective and continue the permanent revolution that Jesus started Outlines the
essential characteristics of apostolic movement and how to restructure the church and ministry to be
more consistent with them Alan Hirsch is a leading voice in the missional movement of the Christian
West This groundbreaking book integrates theology, sociology, and leadership to further define the
apostolic movement.
  the five fold ministry and their functions: Fivefold Ministry Made Practical Ron Myer,
2006-01 Taking a look at how the fivefold ministers relate to the church today... Discover how the
fivefold ministry was created to work within the local church, the training ground for ministry. These
ministers-apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers-are coaches who equip and train
God's people to release His power for works of service. Learn how proven fivefold ministers can be
mentored and released in the body of Christ. This book covers the who, what, why, how of fivefold
ministry Who are these ministers and how are they identified? What fivefold ministry is and what it
is not Why we need fivefold ministers How do five ministers relate to one another Who finances
these ministers? How fivefold ministers are utilized in church planting Discover practical tips on
building relationships between church leaders and fivefold ministers Grow a healthy fivefold
ministry in your church
  the five fold ministry and their functions: The Five Fold Ministry Roy J. Myers, 2017-08-05
This book describes the ministries that Jesus Christ set forth in the New Testament church.
  the five fold ministry and their functions: The Five Fold Ministry Roger Thurecht,
2020-08-20 EPHESIANS 4:11-13 NKJV11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets,
some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of
Christ.All of the five fold ministers function like coaches - they demonstrate how the work of the
ministry is done, so that the saints may be equipped to do the work of the ministry. God's plan is
multiplication of His Kingdom. God's foot soldiers are His people. It is God's will that none should
perish, not one.The saying is true, Shepherds don't have sheep; shepherds tend sheep. Sheep have
sheep! The secret to church growth is equipping the saints to do the work of the ministry, carried
along, empowered by the Holy Spirit. The secret to building up the body of Christ is an accessible
five fold ministry. The key to seeing the body of Christ united in the faith, and in knowledge, and
with a maturity approaching that of Jesus Christ, is the operations of the five fold ministry.The five
fold ministers are a wonderful blessing and aid to the Body of Christ. Most exponents are genuine.
However there are a few who claim to be five fold ministers who are not. The Body of Christ need



not be troubled by these impostors. Within these pages you will find such quantities of truth as to
have received a vaccination forever against error, at least where these ministries are concerned.My
aim in writing this book is to equip the saints with a thorough knowledge of what each of these
ministries looks like, and the outcomes they can expect in each case. After reading this book even a
new Christian should be able to discern between what is true, and what is false. False apostles, false
prophets, false evangelists, false shepherds and false teachers are not numerous, but they do exist.
So if I can borrow an argument the apostle Paul uses with respect to the spiritual gifts: God would
not have us ignorant.1 CORINTHIANS 13:4-8a,13 RSV4 Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous
or boastful; 5 it is not arrogant or rude. Love does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or
resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the right. 7 Love bears all things, believes all
things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never ends ... 13 So faith, hope, love abide, these
three; but the greatest of these is love.The word for love used in the King James Version in the above
passage is charity and on this occasion that translation is helpful. That is to say, when encountering
a five fold minister for the first time our attitude should be charitable. We ought to be believing the
best, and hoping the best where that ministry is concerned, measuring their output against the Word
of God.
  the five fold ministry and their functions: Hearing the Heart of Heaven: Developing a
Personal Prophetic Culture Anthony Hilder, 2018-08-29 Hearing the Heart of Heaven is an
exploration of the Biblical prophetic gifts. Full of accessible teaching, practical tips and helpful
examples, this book will help you develop your own personal prophetic culture. Comprised of three
sections that examine prophetic definition, prophetic structure and prophetic character, it contains
the following chapters: Divine Testimony
  the five fold ministry and their functions: Fivefold Ministry Basic Training I. Womack,
2015-04-24 I.R. Womack guides you through this basic training course by revealing the multiple
functions and operations of each fivefold ministry gift. With the information and instruction you'll
receive you will: -Become a more well rounded five fold ministry leader -Gain a fuller understanding
of your office enabling you to operate in new dimensions of ministry -Work more effectively as a
team with other five fold ministry leaders and the local church for maximum Kingdom impact -As a
believer you will be able to draw more fully from five fold ministry gifts in order to become better
equipped for the work of ministry
  the five fold ministry and their functions: Restoring the Five-Fold Ministry Hartwell Paul
Davis, 2019-08-27 The church represents the largest organization in the world, covering all nations,
all cultures, and millions of members. Church leadership, like leadership in any organizations, is of
vital importance. However, the difference is that Jesus's model of leadership and use of power and
authority can be different from leadership in the world of business. The differences between the
fivefold ministry gifts and the leadership of elders and deacons are often misunderstood, and the
changing nature of church leadership from biblical roots has resulted in several forms of
maladaptive leadership in the church today, the most common being the rise of the pastoral
supremacy syndrome, where the focus on the pastoral gift has effectively destroyed the fivefold
ministry intended to be God's leadership design. This books is about leadership-specifically about
leadership in God's church.
  the five fold ministry and their functions: Apostles Bill Scheidler, 2001-12
  the five fold ministry and their functions: The Five Fold Offices Paula A. Price, 1994-01
Price, author of The Prophet's Dictionary: The Ultimate Guide to Supernatural Wisdom, presents a
detailed, in-depth outline and discussion of the essential five-fold officers of God's Kingdom and an
inside look at their functions, responsibilities, gifts, and abilities.
  the five fold ministry and their functions: Primal Fire Neil Cole, 2014-02-21 In the earliest
days of the church, followers of Jesus embraced five core spiritual gifts—apostles, prophets,
evangelists, shepherds, and teachers—and the world was set on fire as a result. Over the past two
thousand years, however, some of these gifts have been neglected or set aside, and we’ve forgotten
what we’re capable of. Now, in Primal Fire, Neil Cole shares the surprising truth about the five gifts



of Jesus—what they mean, how they reflect Christ, and the remarkable power and synergy that
comes when we all work together to ignite the church’s full potential and passion. Whether you’re a
church leader who wants to equip your members to grow spiritually, or someone who wants to
better understand your own contribution to the body of Christ, it’s time to reignite the Primal Fire
and become the gifts that Christ intended for us to be.
  the five fold ministry and their functions: Building a Discipling Culture Mike Breen, Steve
Cockram, 2014-09-10 Much ink and many pages have been devoted to all of the missional issues
facing the Western church today. As our culture becomes more post-Christian with each passing
day, we are all realizing that what has worked in the past is no longer working, that we are far less
effective for the Kingdom than we were even 10 years ago. But we would suggest it isn’t because we
don’t know what the Great Commission states or the imperatives of the Gospel, or that our church
services just aren’t getting it done. It’s because we are in the midst of a discipleship crisis in the
Western church. The people sitting in our pews are rarely becoming like the people we read about in
Scripture. They may come to a worship service, join a small group or even tithe, but their lives just
don’t seem to look like Jesus’ life. The truth of the matter is that we don’t have a missional problem
or leadership problem in the Western church. We have a discipleship problem. If we make disciples
like Jesus made them, we’ll never have a problem finding leaders or seeing new people coming to
faith. The central issue is that we have no idea how to make disciples who can do the things that
Jesus did for the reasons Jesus did them. Building a Discipling Culture is the product of more than 25
years of hands-on discipleship practice in a post-Christian context that has turned into a worldwide
discipling movement, dealing specifically with how to make the types of missional disciples Jesus
spoke of. We all want to make disciples. Most of us are unsure how to do it. Dallas Willard put it this
way: 'Every church needs to be able to answer two questions. One, do we have a plan for making
disciples? Two, does our plan work?' For most of our church communities, we have a plan, but the
plan isn’t working. If you find yourself in this situation, this book is for you. -- Publisher's
description.
  the five fold ministry and their functions: The Hand of God Michael Jackson, 2019-06-19 As
the Church continues the upward climb of dominance and preeminence from the abyss of the Dark
Ages to its place of pre-determined glory through Jesus Christ, of ruling among the nations, God is
manifesting His Plan, as the Holy Spirit releases revelation after revelation of what the Church is
destined to be. One such example is the scripture of Ephesians: 4: 11-13.And he gave some, apostles;
and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of
the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of
the stature of the fulness of Christ.I have been asked on numerous occasion what is the 5 Fold
Ministry? Many have heard of the term but really don't know what it means and they have never
asked within their own church exactly what is the 5 Fold Ministry. They state they did not want to
embarrass themselves. I usually have two answers for them. First, the only dumb question is the one
you do not ask. As with anything else in life, how can one learn if they fail to ask questions? When it
comes to your salvation, make sure you get answers. Not just answers but biblical answers. Find out
where it is in the bible and then prove to yourself that you have received a biblical answer.
  the five fold ministry and their functions: Beyond Awkward Beau Crosetto, 2014-09-15 We
love to share good news with the world—a great restaurant, a coveted promotion, a new baby—and
that makes us evangelists for many things. So why don't we do the same with Jesus? Simply put,
talking about Jesus is awkward. Yet when we brave the awkwardness, we see God work. Beau
Crosetto helps us move out of our comfort zones and beyond the awkwardness to share the
life-transforming power of God with others.
  the five fold ministry and their functions: Understanding the Five-Fold Ministry Don
Duke, 2011-05 This book is comprised of events that have actually happened to the author,as well as
dreams that the author has had from time to time!
  the five fold ministry and their functions: Soul Survivor Mike Pilavachi, 2004-01-29 What is



the purpose of the spiritual desert - those times when you feel distanced from your dreams and
goals? This is your chance to discover meaning in the dry places. Mike Pilavachi, leader and founder
of the Soul Survivor youth movement, has touched and inspired thousands with his message that the
desert is ultimately a place we should desire to be. Like a crucible, the desert burns away all of the
waste in our lives, giving way to pure character and humility, Only when we come to the end of
ourselves and our desire for independence can we come to the beginning of God.
  the five fold ministry and their functions: Believer's Bible Commentary William MacDonald,
2016-08-16 Make Bible study a part of your daily life with the thorough yet easy-to-read commentary
that turns complicated theology into practical understanding. The second edition of Believer's Bible
Commentary is a one-volume guide that helps the average reader develop basic knowledge of the
Bible. This commentary, written by the late William MacDonald, explores the deeper meanings of
every biblical book and tackles controversial issues from a theologically conservative standpoint
while also presenting alternative views. Serving as a friendly introduction to Bible study, Believer's
Bible Commentary gives clarity and context to scripture in easy-to-understand language. Features:
Introductions, notes, and bibliographies for each book of the Bible A balanced approach to linguistic
studies and useful application Comments on the text are augmented by practical applications of
spiritual truths and by a study of typology, where appropriate Colorful maps of the Holy Land and
other useful study helps Can be used with any Bible translation but is best used with the New King
James version
  the five fold ministry and their functions: Foundations of Pentecostal Theology Guy P.
Duffield, Nathaniel M. Van Cleave, 2008 A unique comprehensive textbook of the distinctives of the
Pentecostal movement.
  the five fold ministry and their functions: The Five-Fold Ministry Gifts Clement C. Butler,
2021-04-09 Why does the Lord appoint apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers to the
church? Ephesians 4:12 says they are bestowed for the perfecting of the saints, the work of the
ministry, and to edify the body of Christ. However, these three objectives are best understood in the
context of God’s purpose. His purpose provides the “why” for understanding the five-fold ministry
gifts or the gifts of Christ. From before the foundation of the world, the Father predetermined
spiritual blessings in Christ for all humanity. In essence, His purpose is one of unity. The blessings
outlined in Ephesians Chapter 1 says that He chose humanity to be His sons, who would share His
very nature and be like Him. In short, the Father’s simply wanted a family born of His nature, who
would reflect His character, and on whom He could bestow an eternal inheritance. Therefore, the
gifts of Christ exist in accordance with this purpose. Indeed, each gift has individual responsibilities
but collectively, they serve to bring the entire body of Christ into maturity—a unified body that
manifests the Father’s glory or character. The gifts exist to fulfill the purpose that the Father
predetermined from before the foundation of the world. This book discusses all these elements in
detail and brings the Father’s purpose for the church into perspective in relation to the gifts.
  the five fold ministry and their functions: The Church in the New Testament Kevin J.
Conner, 1989 Presents a look at the New Testament Church, both universally and locally. This book
gives information on the spectrum of church life and purpose.
  the five fold ministry and their functions: Prophets, Pitfalls, and Principles (Revised &
Expanded Edition of the Bestselling Classic) Dr. Bill Hamon, 2021-10-19 Your Ultimate Guide to
Discerning, Evaluating, and Judging Prophecy! I could have saved myself a lot of grief if I had read
this book when I first started prophesying! —Cindy Jacobs “Twenty-five years ago, Dr. Hamon called
me out of a crowd of 12,000 in Manila, Philippines, and prophesied that my face would be seen on
television around the world. I have read and reread all of Bishop Hamon's prophetic books. This one
is the best. Read it and apply it to your life. You will be glad you did! —Gordon Robertson, 700 Club.
“Bishop Hamon has charted a safe and faith-filled place for the global prophetic movement to
navigate progressively forward.” —James W. Goll “Bill Hamon writes books for a movement...”
—Lance Wallnau For nearly 70 years, Bishop Bill Hamon has been a leading voice in the church,
recognized by many as the father of the modern prophetic movement. In an hour where prophetic



ministry is being carefully scrutinized and prophets are being placed under the spiritual microscope,
Hamon delivers a fresh presentation of his masterpiece on how to discern, judge and biblically
evaluate prophecy and prophetic words. Discover Your Hidden “Root” Problem & Weed Seed
Attitude Detect and Correct Character Flaws that Hinder Your Ministry Wisdom for Dealing with
Accurate and Inaccurate Prophecies Discern and Prove the True and False Prophets by the 10 Ms
  the five fold ministry and their functions: The Forgotten Ways Alan Hirsch, 2016-09-20 Alan
Hirsch's paradigm-shifting classic remains the definitive statement of the church as dynamic
missional movement. The bestselling first edition ignited a conversation about how to harness the
power of movements for the future growth of the church. In this major update, Hirsch shares
significant insights gained along the way, provides fresh new examples of growing churches, and
reflects on the last ten years of the missional movement. The new edition has been thoroughly
updated and revised throughout and includes charts, diagrams, an expanded glossary of terms, new
appendices, an index, a new foreword by Ed Stetzer, and a new afterword by Jeff Vanderstelt.
Known for his innovative approach to mission, Hirsch is widely acknowledged as a thought leader
and mission strategist for churches across the Western world. He considers The Forgotten Ways the
guiding work to all of his other writings. The book explores the factors that come together to
generate high-impact, exponentially explosive, spiritually vibrant Jesus movements in any time and
context. This extensive update to Hirsch's influential work offers a system of six vital keys to
movements that will continue shape the future of the missional movement for years to come.
  the five fold ministry and their functions: Jesus Undefeated Keith Giles, 2019-10-04 What if
God is better than you think and hell isn't an eternal torture chamber? Many Christians are unaware
that Universal Reconciliation was the dominant view of the church for the first 500 years, with
Annihilation and Eternal Torment as minority positions. Jesus Undefeated is an eye-opening
examination of all three views of the afterlife and a God who is even more loving than we dare
imagine. Discover the Gospel that is not merely Good News, but fantastically Great News.
  the five fold ministry and their functions: The Apostolic Offices of the Five Fold
Ministries Josue Rodriguez, 2012-05-09 At this time and age, God is in the middle of transitioning
and doing remarkable things. The moving and restoration of the five fold ministries have and are
coming into place in the churches all around the world. Jesus has chosen five specific ministries in
which he wants to establish his kingdom, according to Ephesians 4:11, but many refuse to recognize
His strategy. They say that it's not for today, but careful attention to scripture helps us unlock that it
is for today and that there is a great purpose in his strategy. Pastor Josué Rodriguez dives into why
these five fold ministries of the apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers are for today.
He will also enrich your understanding of how crucial it is to unlock the strategy of Jesus in moving
His Heavenly Kingdom into this natural kingdom.
  the five fold ministry and their functions: Charismatic Captivation Steven Lambert,
2015-09-01 Multitudes of sincere and trusting believers are caught in the virtually invisible web of
religious captivation in the churches they attend, ministries they are under, and networks they are
aligned with...and don't know it!These faithful followers of Christ are unaware victims of spiritual
abuse, psychological enslavement, and exploitation perpetrated under the heavy-hand of
hyper-authoritarianism. That is to say, the leadership of the church-group of which they are a part is
dominating, controlling, manipulating, and exploiting their followers for personal gain and private
kingdom-building. Through systematic indoctrination, victims are duped into accepting as biblical
and beneficial the oppressive and abusive predominance imposed upon them by unscrupulous,
tyrannical church-leaders.Without realizing the spiritual effect of what they are doing, myriads of
sincere, faithful believers, in submitting themselves and surrendering unto their spiritual leaders
their God-given right to self-governance, have become what God explicitly admonished against: DO
NOT BECOME SLAVES OF MEN! (1 Cor. 7:23).Authoritarian abuse (aka, spiritual abuse) is one of
the most widespread and troubling problems facing the Church today. Indeed, the truth is that
ecclesiastical enslavement and exploitation is pandemic in many sectors of 21st Century
Christendom, though those churches and ministries employing it go to great lengths to disguise and



conceal it.Though religious predomination is certainly nothing new, and hyper-authoritarianism is by
no means limited to the Neo-Pentecostal branch of the Church, it has especially flourished in
Charismatic and other Neo-Pentecostal groups since it was infused into the fabric, foundation, and
functions of that branch of the Church in the early- to mid-seventies through what became known as
the Discipleship or Shepherding Movement. The doctrines and practices spawned in that false
movement remain an integral part of the operations of many churches and groups yet today!Written
from an insider's perspective by a noted and respected Charismatic minister, Charismatic
Captivation, has been appraised and praised by ministers, scholars, theologians, church leaders, and
laymen as one of the most comprehensive and convincing volumes written to date on the prevalent
problem of authoritarian abuse, yet without the Charismatic-bashing characteristic of other books
citing Neo-Pentecostal abuses.
  the five fold ministry and their functions: The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New
Testament Craig S. Keener, 2014-01-03 Craig S. Keener presents fascinating, wonderfully useful
information on the historical and cultural backgrounds of nearly every verse in the New Testament.
  the five fold ministry and their functions: The House Church Book Wolfgang Simson,
2015-10-16 In a world where the church is being ignored, it is time to bring the church to the
people, and not the people to the church, says researcher and church strategy consultant Wolfgang
Simson. His book Houses that Change the World (originally published in the UK) is widely
recognized as a classic of the house church movement. Now revised as The House Church Book, this
definitive work offers a comprehensive understanding of the past, present, and future of the house
church movement—and the vital role of “ordinary” people in saturating the world with God’s truth.
  the five fold ministry and their functions: New Apostolic Reformation? R. Douglas
Geivett, Holly Pivec, 2018-07-25 This critique provides a framework for understanding and
interpreting the widespread but little-known New Apostolic Reformation (NAR) movement. As the
authors state in the preface: We write this book with two major goals in mind. First, to give people
an idea of the sheer size and reach of the NAR movement. And second, to systematize its key
teachings and practices and evaluate them on the basis of Scripture and careful reasoning . . In our
judgment, the NAR perspective crosses these boundaries [that is, certain broad parameters,
revealed in Scripture and practiced in the historical orthodox church], and it does so in part because
of flawed theology rooted in a flawed understanding of Scripture. We wish to warn readers about a
possible confusion: Some critics have linked the NAR movement with mainstream Pentecostalism
and charismatics. We do not do this. In fact, it is our contention that the NAR movement deviates
from classical Pentecostal and charismatic teachings. This movement has emerged out of
independent charismatic churches and, thus, has gained a foothold in many of those churches in
varying degrees.
  the five fold ministry and their functions: The Day of the Saints Bill Hamon, 2011-07-28
Hamon's novel is written with a sense of urgency and a surge of passion about God's great plans for
his end-time people. With prophetic clarity, he fits together the biblical directives and spiritual
power that will propel saints into the world.
  the five fold ministry and their functions: The Five-Fold Effect Walt Pilcher, 2013-04 The
five-fold plan of Ephesians 4:11–16 is a revolutionary approach to organizational leadership. When
people use their apostolic, prophetic, evangelistic, teaching, and pastoral gifts while working
together under the Holy Spirit’s guidance, any organization they are involved in—whether a
business, a church, or even a small committee—can tap into supernatural resources more powerful
than they can imagine, leading to success that is potentially unlimited. Could your organization enjoy
that kind of success? Read this practical guide to making it happen. The start of a revolutionary
movement in organizational leadership! Dr. John E. Mulford, Director, Regent University Center for
Entrepreneurship The Five-fold Effect will help any leader take his or her organization to the next
level. Dr. Carlos Campo, President, Regent University The first whole book I am aware of that
focuses on how the five-fold gifts fit into the workplace. It is well-thought out, well-researched, and
well-written. I could not have written it any better! Dr. C. Peter Wagner, Apostolic Ambassador,



Global Spheres Walt’s successful career and experience in church and non-profit organizations make
him exceptionally qualified for writing this book. I highly recommend it. Randy Clark, Founder,
Global Awakening As we sort out the roles of believers in the 7 Mountains, I can’t wait to see the
impact The Five-fold Effect will have. Dr. Lance Wallnau, President, Lance Learning Group A sure
biblical foundation for growth. Rodney Odom, Senior Leader, Grace Church, High Point, NC Apply
its wisdom in your life, family, church, business, and/or sphere of influence. Dr. Bruce Cook, author
and President, VentureAdvisors, Inc.
  the five fold ministry and their functions: Ephesians Mark D. Roberts, 2016-11-29 A new
commentary for today's world, The Story of God Bible Commentary explains and illuminates each
passage of Scripture in light of the Bible's grand story. The first commentary series to do so, SGBC
offers a clear and compelling exposition of biblical texts, guiding everyday readers in how to
creatively and faithfully live out the Bible in their own contexts. Its story-centric approach is ideal
for pastors, students, Sunday school teachers, and laypeople alike. Each volume employs three main,
easy-to-use sections designed to help readers live out God's story: LISTEN to the Story: Includes
complete NIV text with references to other texts at work in each passage, encouraging the reader to
hear it within the Bible's grand story. EXPLAIN the Story: Explores and illuminates each text as
embedded in its canonical and historical setting. LIVE the Story: Reflects on how each text can be
lived today and includes contemporary stories and illustrations to aid preachers, teachers, and
students. —Ephesians— Like all of Paul's letters, Ephesians is centered in the gospel and its
implications. It tells the story of what God has done in Christ and spells out the ethical implications
of this story. But the letter to the Ephesians is unique among Paul's letters in many ways, including
in how it tells of the story of God, beginning before the creation of the world and ending in eternity.
Edited by Scot McKnight and Tremper Longman III, and written by a number of top-notch
theologians, The Story of God Bible Commentary series will bring relevant, balanced, and
clear-minded theological insight to any biblical education or ministry.
  the five fold ministry and their functions: Finding Organic Church Frank Viola, 2009-09-15
From the bestselling author of Reimagining Church comes an essential guide that provides practical,
effective tools for finding vibrant Christian communities. Driven by a passion for the body of Christ,
Frank Viola has written some of today's most authoritative and celebrated works on the growing
home, organic, and missional church movements. Now Viola shares practical keys to a healthy and
successful church plant. Viola contends that many congregations today are struggling to survive, not
because of bad planning, but poor planting. He presents an essential guide for starting and
nourishing organic churches in any culture. Drawing from both Scripture and a wealth of
experience, Viola offers real-world tools, insights, and practical suggestions so churches won't just
grow, but thrive.
  the five fold ministry and their functions: The Fourth Industrial Revolution Klaus
Schwab, 2017-01-03 The founder and executive chairman of the World Economic Forum on how the
impending technological revolution will change our lives We are on the brink of the Fourth Industrial
Revolution. And this one will be unlike any other in human history. Characterized by new
technologies fusing the physical, digital and biological worlds, the Fourth Industrial Revolution will
impact all disciplines, economies and industries - and it will do so at an unprecedented rate. World
Economic Forum data predicts that by 2025 we will see: commercial use of nanomaterials 200 times
stronger than steel and a million times thinner than human hair; the first transplant of a 3D-printed
liver; 10% of all cars on US roads being driverless; and much more besides. In The Fourth Industrial
Revolution, Schwab outlines the key technologies driving this revolution, discusses the major
impacts on governments, businesses, civil society and individuals, and offers bold ideas for what can
be done to shape a better future for all.
  the five fold ministry and their functions: Post-Christendom Stuart Murray, 2018-01-10
Western societies are experiencing a series of disorientating culture shifts. Uncertain where we are
heading, observers use “post” words to signal that familiar landmarks are disappearing, but we
cannot yet discern the shape of what is emerging. One of the most significant shifts,



“post-Christendom,” raises many questions about the mission and role of the church in this strange
new world. What does it mean to be one of many minorities in a culture that the church no longer
dominates? How do followers of Jesus engage in mission from the margins? What do we bring with
us as precious resources from the fading Christendom era, and what do we lay down as baggage that
will weigh us down on our journey into post-Christendom? Post-Christendom identifies the
challenges and opportunities of this unsettling but exciting time. Stuart Murray presents an
overview of the formation and development of the Christendom system, examines the legacies this
has left, and highlights the questions that the Christian community needs to consider in this period
of cultural transition.
  the five fold ministry and their functions: The Gifts and Calling of God Kenneth E. Hagin,
1986-06 Gain a better understanding of the different gifts and callings and the degrees of God's
anointing.
  the five fold ministry and their functions: The Reformation of Church Leadership Byron
Hamilton, 2019-02-05 The five-fold ministry model is God's blueprint for a successful, thriving New
Testament church. It's what He has provided for the equipping of the saints for the work of the
ministry. The irony is, we all believe the Bible teaches the five-fold ministry of the apostle, prophet,
evangelist, pastor, and teacher, but we don't know what that looks like and how it is supposed to
function in the local church. This book is groundbreaking. With an analysis of over 600 Scriptures,
your concept of the traditional church leadership will be challenged. You are guaranteed to go
through a paradigm shift as you uncover the blueprints of the five-fold church leadership
reformation.
  the five fold ministry and their functions: Revelation , 1999-01-01 The final book of the
Bible, Revelation prophesies the ultimate judgement of mankind in a series of allegorical visions,
grisly images and numerological predictions. According to these, empires will fall, the Beast will be
destroyed and Christ will rule a new Jerusalem. With an introduction by Will Self.
  the five fold ministry and their functions: Growing In The Prophetic Mike Bickle, 2013-10-01
DIVMike Bickle combines biblical balance and passionate faith to draw readers into new spiritual
levels of relationship with God. This revised edition discusses Bickles's involvement with the
International House of Prayer and TheCall./div
  the five fold ministry and their functions: From Apostles to Bishops Francis Aloysius
Sullivan, Francis Alfred Sullivan, 2001 Examines the origins and development of the episcopacy in
the early church with an eye toward its implications for current ecumenical issues relating to the
episcopacy and apostolic succession.
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