reasons to be pretty play

reasons to be pretty play is a compelling modern drama written by Neil LaBute that delves into the
complexities of beauty, self-image, relationships, and the influence of societal perceptions. This article
provides a comprehensive exploration of the play’s background, thematic elements, notable
characters, critical reception, and its impact on contemporary theatre. Readers will discover how the
play addresses topical issues such as self-worth, honesty in relationships, and the consequences of
casual remarks. By examining its production history, major themes, and the reasons why “reasons to
be pretty play” remains relevant, this guide serves as a valuable resource for theatre enthusiasts,
students, and anyone interested in thought-provoking dramatic works. Continue reading to uncover
the layers behind Neil LaBute’s acclaimed play and learn why it continues to spark discussion and
reflection.
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Overview of Reasons to Be Pretty Play

“Reasons to Be Pretty” is a celebrated stage play by Neil LaBute, first premiered in 2008. As the final
installment in LaBute's trilogy about modern relationships and societal perceptions, the play
scrutinizes the value placed on physical appearance and the consequences of superficial judgments.
Set in a working-class environment, its dialogue-driven narrative offers audiences a raw look at the
emotional fallout from a seemingly trivial comment about beauty. The play is known for its realistic
language, sharp wit, and its ability to resonate with audiences who have grappled with similar issues
in their own lives.

The story centers on four characters—Greg, Steph, Kent, and Carly—whose relationships are tested by
a casual remark about Steph’s looks. Through their interactions, the play confronts prevalent
attitudes about attractiveness, honesty, and self-esteem. “Reasons to Be Pretty” uses relatable
scenarios to shed light on the complexities of human connection and the power of words, making it a
staple in modern American theatre.



Origins and Production History

Neil LaBute wrote “Reasons to Be Pretty” as the conclusion to a trilogy that began with “The Shape of
Things” and continued with “Fat Pig.” The play premiered at the Off-Broadway Lucille Lortel Theatre in
2008 before transferring to Broadway at the Lyceum Theatre in 2009. Its successful run on Broadway

garnered multiple award nominations and introduced the play to a wider audience.

Since its debut, “Reasons to Be Pretty” has been staged in various theatres across the United States
and internationally. Its accessible language and universal themes make it a frequent selection for
college and community theatre productions. The play’s adaptability allows for diverse interpretations,
ensuring its continued popularity and relevance.

Major Themes Explored in Reasons to Be Pretty Play

Beauty and Self-Image

A central theme of “Reasons to Be Pretty” is the societal obsession with physical beauty. The play
examines how self-image is shaped by external comments and cultural standards. Through Steph’s
reaction to Greg’s offhand remark, the narrative explores the deep emotional impact that perceptions
about appearance can have on individuals.

Honesty and Communication

Honesty is a recurring motif in the play. Characters struggle with the consequences of telling the truth
versus sparing feelings. The dialogue reveals how communication breakdowns can escalate minor
issues into relationship-altering confrontations. The play highlights the need for genuine, thoughtful
exchanges in maintaining healthy relationships.

Relationship Dynamics

“Reasons to Be Pretty” dissects the complexities of romantic and platonic relationships. The
characters’ interactions expose underlying insecurities, jealousy, and the struggle to reconcile
personal values with societal expectations. The play’s realistic portrayal of everyday struggles makes
its exploration of relationships relatable and impactful.

Societal Expectations

The pressure to conform to societal standards of beauty and success is another prominent theme. The
play critiques how these expectations influence self-worth and interpersonal dynamics, prompting
audiences to reflect on their own attitudes and biases.



e The impact of appearance on self-esteem
e The role of communication in relationships
e The influence of societal norms

e Consequences of casual remarks

Character Analysis in Reasons to Be Pretty Play

Greg

Greg is the protagonist whose innocent comment about Steph’s looks sets the plot in motion. He is
depicted as thoughtful yet socially awkward, struggling to articulate his feelings. Greg’s journey
throughout the play revolves around self-discovery and the search for authenticity in his relationships.

Steph

Steph is Greg's girlfriend whose reaction to his remark reveals her vulnerabilities and insecurities. Her
character embodies the emotional toll that societal standards of beauty can exact on individuals.
Steph’s development throughout the play highlights the importance of self-respect and personal
growth.

Kent

Kent, Greg’s friend, serves as a foil to Greg. His brashness and superficial attitudes towards women
and relationships contrast sharply with Greg's introspective nature. Kent's actions expose the
prevalence of shallow judgments and their effects on those around him.

Carly

Carly, Kent's wife, offers a nuanced perspective on beauty and self-worth. Her experiences as both a
confidante and a victim of societal expectations add depth to the play’s exploration of gender
dynamics and the complexity of marriage.



Critical Reception and Awards

Upon its release, “Reasons to Be Pretty” received praise for its incisive writing, relatable characters,
and unflinching honesty. Critics lauded Neil LaBute’s ability to capture the nuances of everyday
speech and the emotional turbulence of modern relationships. The play earned multiple Tony Award
nominations, including Best Play, and won the Drama Desk Award for Outstanding Ensemble
Performance.

Audiences responded favorably to the authenticity of the dialogue and the relevance of the themes.
The play’s success prompted further productions and solidified its position as a significant work in
contemporary theatre.

Impact on Contemporary Theatre

“Reasons to Be Pretty” has influenced a new wave of realistic, dialogue-driven theatre that prioritizes
authentic character development and relatable scenarios. Its focus on ordinary people and everyday
struggles has inspired playwrights to examine similar issues in their works. The play’s enduring
popularity demonstrates a shift towards stories that confront uncomfortable truths and encourage
audiences to reflect on their own values.

The play is often used in educational settings to prompt discussion about self-image, communication,
and relationships. Its relevance to current social issues ensures that it remains a valuable resource for
actors, directors, and students alike.

Why Reasons to Be Pretty Play Remains Relevant

The enduring relevance of “Reasons to Be Pretty” stems from its honest depiction of the human
condition. The play’s exploration of beauty, self-worth, and communication transcends time and
cultural boundaries. As society continues to grapple with issues of appearance and self-esteem, the
play’s themes remain pertinent.

1. Addresses universal themes of self-image and beauty
2. Offers realistic portrayals of relationship challenges
3. Encourages reflection on communication and honesty
4. Challenges societal norms and expectations

5. Provides strong roles for actors and compelling material for audiences



“Reasons to Be Pretty” continues to be staged and studied because it confronts issues that affect
people of all ages and backgrounds. Its message is both cautionary and empathetic, prompting
audiences to consider the consequences of their words and actions in everyday life.

Trending Questions and Answers about Reasons to Be
Pretty Play

Q: What is the main message of reasons to be pretty play?

A: The main message of “Reasons to Be Pretty” is the profound impact that physical appearance and
casual remarks can have on self-esteem, relationships, and personal identity. The play encourages
audiences to reflect on how societal standards of beauty influence their attitudes and actions.

Q: Who wrote reasons to be pretty play?

A: “Reasons to Be Pretty” was written by Neil LaBute, an acclaimed American playwright known for
his honest explorations of modern relationships and social issues.

Q: When did reasons to be pretty play premiere?

A: The play premiered Off-Broadway at the Lucille Lortel Theatre in 2008, before transferring to
Broadway in 2009.

Q: What are the central themes in reasons to be pretty play?

A: Central themes include beauty and self-image, honesty and communication in relationships,
societal expectations, and the consequences of casual remarks.

Q: Who are the main characters in reasons to be pretty play?

A: The main characters are Greg, Steph, Kent, and Carly, each representing different perspectives on
beauty, self-worth, and interpersonal dynamics.

Q: Why is reasons to be pretty play considered relevant
today?

A: The play’s exploration of self-esteem, communication, and the influence of societal standards
remains pertinent in contemporary society, making it continually relevant and relatable.



Q: Has reasons to be pretty play won any awards?

A: Yes, the play received several nominations, including a Tony Award for Best Play, and won the
Drama Desk Award for Outstanding Ensemble Performance.

Q: What makes reasons to be pretty play unique in Neil
LaBute's body of work?

A: As the final part of LaBute’s trilogy on relationships, “Reasons to Be Pretty” is notable for its
realistic dialogue and in-depth examination of beauty and self-image within everyday interactions.

Q: Is reasons to be pretty play suitable for educational
discussion?

A: Absolutely. The play’s themes and realistic characters make it ideal for discussions about self-
worth, communication, and societal pressures in educational settings.

Q: What impact has reasons to be pretty play had on
contemporary theatre?

A: The play has contributed to the rise of realistic, character-driven narratives in modern theatre and
continues to inspire playwrights to address complex social issues through authentic storytelling.
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Reasons to Be Pretty Play: A Deep Dive into its
Enduring Appeal

Are you curious about the enduring popularity of the play "Reasons to Be Pretty"? Perhaps you've
heard snippets of conversation, seen it mentioned in theatre circles, or simply wondered what makes
it so compelling. This post delves into the multifaceted reasons behind the play's continued
relevance, exploring its themes, characters, and the impact it has on audiences. We'll uncover why
"Reasons to Be Pretty" remains a captivating and thought-provoking theatrical experience, suitable
for both seasoned theatre-goers and newcomers alike.
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1. A Fresh Take on Love, Beauty, and Self-Worth

Neil LaBute's "Reasons to Be Pretty" isn't your typical romantic comedy. While it explores the
complexities of love and relationships, it does so with a sharp, often cynical, yet ultimately honest
lens. The play challenges conventional notions of beauty and its impact on self-perception and
interpersonal dynamics. It forces us to confront uncomfortable truths about how we judge ourselves
and others based on superficial appearances.

###+# 1.1. Deconstructing Societal Beauty Standards

The play masterfully deconstructs the often-arbitrary and damaging societal standards of beauty. It
reveals how these standards can warp our perspectives, leading to insecurity, jealousy, and
ultimately, self-destruction. By exposing the absurdity of these standards, LaBute prompts reflection
on our own internalized biases and the pressure we face to conform.

###+# 1.2. The Impact of External Validation

"Reasons to Be Pretty" highlights the dangerous reliance on external validation, specifically the
validation derived from perceived attractiveness. The characters' actions are frequently driven by
their insecurities and anxieties surrounding their physical appearance, leading to impulsive
decisions and regrettable consequences. This exploration of the human need for validation resonates
deeply with audiences.

2. Compelling and Relatable Characters

The characters in "Reasons to Be Pretty" are flawed, realistic, and deeply human. They're not
idealized versions of themselves; instead, they grapple with insecurities, make mistakes, and display
a range of emotions that feel authentic and relatable. This realism draws audiences in and fosters a
sense of empathy.

###+# 2.1. Exploring the Nuances of Male and Female Dynamics

LaBute masterfully explores the power dynamics inherent in male-female relationships. The
characters' interactions are often fraught with tension, misunderstandings, and miscommunication,
offering a complex and nuanced depiction of romantic entanglements. The play avoids easy answers
and simplistic resolutions, reflecting the intricacies of real-life relationships.

#### 2.2. The Search for Self-Acceptance
Each character embarks on a journey of self-discovery, grappling with their own insecurities and

searching for self-acceptance. Their individual struggles and triumphs resonate with audiences,
making the play’s themes universally accessible.



3. LaBute's Signature Style: Wit and Dark Humor

Neil LaBute is known for his sharp wit and dark humor, and "Reasons to Be Pretty" is no exception.
The play is punctuated with moments of biting dialogue, unexpected twists, and darkly comedic
observations about human nature. This blend of humor and seriousness keeps the audience engaged
and prevents the play from becoming overly sentimental or preachy.

###4# 3.1. The Power of Dialogue

LaBute's masterful use of dialogue is a key element of the play's success. The characters'
conversations are realistic, revealing, and often brutally honest. The dialogue drives the plot
forward, reveals character motivations, and provides insightful commentary on the play's themes.

##4#4# 3.2. Uncomfortable Truths

The play doesn't shy away from exploring uncomfortable truths about human behavior. It delves into
jealousy, betrayal, and the destructive nature of insecurity. While challenging, this unflinching
honesty is part of what makes the play so compelling.

4. Enduring Relevance and Continued Conversations

"Reasons to Be Pretty" continues to resonate with audiences because its themes remain profoundly
relevant. The societal pressures surrounding beauty, the complexities of relationships, and the
search for self-worth are timeless concerns that continue to shape our lives. The play sparks
conversations about these important issues, prompting reflection and encouraging dialogue.

Conclusion

"Reasons to Be Pretty" is more than just a play; it's a provocative exploration of human nature,
societal pressures, and the enduring search for self-acceptance. Through its compelling characters,
sharp dialogue, and unflinching honesty, the play continues to captivate audiences and spark
meaningful conversations. Whether you're a seasoned theatre-goer or a newcomer to LaBute's work,
"Reasons to Be Pretty" offers a rewarding and thought-provoking theatrical experience.

FAQs

1. Is "Reasons to Be Pretty" suitable for all ages? While there is no explicit content, the themes
explored in the play (such as infidelity and betrayal) might be unsuitable for younger audiences.



Parental discretion is advised.

2. What makes "Reasons to Be Pretty" different from other romantic dramas? The play avoids typical
romantic tropes and instead offers a more cynical and realistic portrayal of relationships, focusing
on the complexities and flaws of the characters.

3. How does the play challenge traditional views of beauty? The play directly confronts and
deconstructs conventional beauty standards, exposing their artificiality and their detrimental impact
on individuals’ self-perception and relationships.

4. What are the key themes explored in "Reasons to Be Pretty"? The central themes revolve around
self-worth, the impact of beauty standards, the complexities of relationships, and the search for self-
acceptance.

5. Where can I find a production of "Reasons to Be Pretty"? Check local theatre listings, regional
theatre websites, or online databases for upcoming performances in your area. You can also search
for recordings of past productions online.

reasons to be pretty play: Reasons to Be Pretty Neil LaBute, 2011-11-15 Greg is overheard
admitting that his girlfriend Steph is no beauty, but that he wouldn't change her for the world. She is
devastated; he can't see what he's done wrong. Meanwhile, Greg's friend Kent alternates between
boasting about how gorgeous his wife Carlyis and chasing after a hot new colleague. The final part
of Neil LaBute's 'beauty trilogy' (following The Shape of Things and Fat Pig) about society's
obsession with looks, Reasons to Be Pretty premiered in the UK at the Almeida Theatre, London, in
November 2011. '[ The Shape of Things] is LaBute's thesis on extreme feminine wiles, as well as a
disquisition on how far an artist can go in the name of art . . . Like a chiropractor for the soul,
LaBute is looking for realignment, listening for the crack.' Elle ‘A heart-warming tale from America's
master misanthrope.' Independent on Fat Pig

reasons to be pretty play: Reasons to be Happy Neil LaBute, 2016-05-09 Reasons to Be Happy
features the same four characters--Greg, Steph, Carly, and Kent--picking up their lives three years
later, but in different romantic pairings as they each search desperately for that elusive object of
desire: happiness. New York City's MCC Theater will produce the world premiere in May 2013.

reasons to be pretty play: Reasons to be Pretty Neil LaBute, 2009 THE STORY: A love story
about the impossibility of love, REASONS TO BE PRETTY introduces us to Greg, who really, truly
adores his girlfriend, Steph. Unfortunately, he also thinks she has a few physical imperfections, and
when he casually mentions t

reasons to be pretty play: The Way We Get By Neil LaBute, 2017-03-16 Meet Beth and Doug,
two people who have no problems getting dates with their partners of choice. After a drunken party
and a hot night, they wake up to a blurry morning where the rules of attraction, sex, and society are
waiting for them before their first cup of coffee. It's very awkward—and it also leads the pair to
ponder how much they really know about each other, and how much they really care about what
other people think. THE WAY WE GET BY is a play about love and lust and the whole damn thing.

reasons to be pretty play: New Boy Tracy Chevalier, 2017-05-11 ‘A compact and intense read
full of twists, turns and intrigue’ Daily Express The bestselling author of Girl with a Pearl Earring
and The Last Runaway returns with a tale of jealousy, bullying and revenge. Arriving at his fourth
school in six years, diplomat’s son Osei knows he needs an ally if he is to survive his first day - so
he’s lucky to hit it off with Dee, the most popular girl in school. But one student can’t stand to
witness this budding relationship: lan decides to destroy the friendship between the black boy and
the golden girl. By the end of the day, the school and its key players - teachers and pupils alike - will
never be the same again. The tragedy of Othello is transposed to a 1970s suburban Washington




schoolyard in Tracy Chevalier's powerful drama of friends torn apart.

reasons to be pretty play: The Pretty One Keah Brown, 2019-08-06 From the disability rights
advocate and creator of the #DisabledAndCute viral campaign, a thoughtful, inspiring, and charming
collection of essays exploring what it means to be black and disabled in a mostly able-bodied white
America. Keah Brown loves herself, but that hadn’t always been the case. Born with cerebral palsy,
her greatest desire used to be normalcy and refuge from the steady stream of self-hate society
strengthened inside her. But after years of introspection and reaching out to others in her
community, she has reclaimed herself and changed her perspective. In The Pretty One, Brown gives
a contemporary and relatable voice to the disabled—so often portrayed as mute, weak, or isolated.
With clear, fresh, and light-hearted prose, these essays explore everything from her relationship
with her able-bodied identical twin (called “the pretty one” by friends) to navigating romance; her
deep affinity for all things pop culture—and her disappointment with the media’s distorted view of
disability; and her declaration of self-love with the viral hashtag #DisabledAndCute. By “smashing
stigmas, empowering her community, and celebrating herself” (Teen Vogue), Brown and The Pretty
One aims to expand the conversation about disability and inspire self-love for people of all
backgrounds.

reasons to be pretty play: Reasons to Be Pretty Happy Neil LaBute, 2018-08-14 After five
years in New York City, Greg and Steph return to their hometown for their 20th high school reunion
and to a dramatic encounter with Kent and Carly, the friends they left behind. Old secrets and new
lies become increasingly difficult to hide as the evening (and the drinking) goes on. With Reasons To
Be Pretty Happy, Neil LaBute revisits the characters first introduced in Reasons To Be Pretty (2009
Tony Award-nominated Best Play) and Reasons To Be Happy as they grapple with that eternal
question: Have I become the person I wanted to be? In this essential new American play, Neil
LaBute concludes his brilliant and penetrating “Reasons trilogy with perfect clarity and enormous
heart, capturing and refracting that moment in his characters’ lives—and in our own as well—when
they finally land on a “pretty good version of happiness.Reasons To Be Pretty Happy had its world
premiere at MCC Theater in a benefit reading that featured Paul Rudd, Amber Tamblyn, Norbert Leo
Butz, Jennifer Mudge and was directed by Neil LaBute.

reasons to be pretty play: The Break of Noon Neil LaBute, 2010-10-10 What if God told you to
be a better person but the world wouldn’t allow it? Such is the dilemma facing Joe Smith, a
run-of-the-mill white-collar businessman who survives an office shooting and is subsequently
touched by what he believes to be a divine vision. His journey toward personal enlightenment—past
greed and lust and the other deadly sins—is, by turns, tense, hilarious, profane, and heartbreaking.
Exploring the narrow path to spiritual fulfillment and how strewn it is with the funny, frantic failings
of humankind, The Break of Noon showcases Neil LaBute at his discomfiting best.

reasons to be pretty play: Verity Colleen Hoover, 2021-12-16 Colleen Hoover brought you the
beautiful, unforgettable It Ends With Us - now a major film starring Blake Lively. Now, discover her
thriller with a twist that will leave you reeling . . . Verity is a global word-of-mouth hit, with over a
million five star reviews from readers. Lowen Ashleigh is a struggling writer on the brink of financial
ruin when she accepts the job offer of a lifetime. Jeremy Crawford, husband of bestselling author
Verity Crawford, has hired Lowen to complete the remaining books in a successful series his injured
wife is unable to finish. Lowen arrives at the Crawford home, ready to sort through years of Verity's
notes and outlines, hoping to find enough material to get her started. What Lowen doesn't expect to
uncover in the chaotic office is an unfinished autobiography Verity never intended for anyone to
read. Page after page of bone-chilling admissions, including Verity's recollection of the night their
family was forever altered. Lowen decides to keep the manuscript hidden from Jeremy, knowing its
contents would devastate the already-grieving father. But as Lowen's feelings for Jeremy begin to
intensify, she recognizes all the ways she could benefit if he were to read his wife's words. After all,
no matter how devoted Jeremy is to his injured wife, a truth this horrifying would make it impossible
for him to continue loving her . . . Before you start reading, ask yourself: are you ready to stay up all
night? And if you love Verity, don't miss Colleen Hoover's thrilling new suspense - Too Late is out



now. 1 MILLION READERS HAVE ALREADY GIVEN VERITY FIVE STARS 'One of the best thrillers I
have ever read' ***** 'Powerful, mind-blowing and emotional' ***** 'The plot twists and that ending
came out of nowhere' ***** 'There are no words. Bravo' ***** 'Dark, creepy, and one hundred per
cent original' **** ' NEEDED to know how this was going to end' ***** 'Left me completely
speechless' ***** VERITY was a No.1 Kindle bestseller on 18.03.22 Winner of The British Book
Awards' Pageturner of the Year Award 15.05.23

reasons to be pretty play: If He Had Been with Me Laura Nowlin, 2013-04-02 If he had been
with me everything would have been different... I wasn't with Finn on that August night. But I
should've been. It was raining, of course. And he and Sylvie were arguing as he drove down the slick
road. No one ever says what they were arguing about. Other people think it's not important. They do
not know there is another story. The story that lurks between the facts. What they do not know—the
cause of the argument—is crucial. So let me tell you...

reasons to be pretty play: Fat Pig Neil LaBute, 2014-04-30 Cow. Slob. Pig. How many insults
can you hear before you have to stand up and defend the woman you love? Tom faces just that
question when he falls for Helen, a bright, funny, sexy young woman who happens to be plus-sized
and then some. Forced to explain his new relationship to his shallow (although shockingly funny)
friends, Tom comes to terms with his own preconceptions of the importance of conventional good
looks. Neil LaBute's sharply drawn play not only critiques our slavish adherence to Hollywood ideals
of beauty but boldly questions our own ability to change what we dislike about ourselves. The most
emotional engaging and unsettling of Mr LaBute's plays since BASH ... A serious step forward for a
playwright who has always been most comfortable with judgmental distance. -Ben Brantley, The
New York Times One of Neil LaBute's subtler effort ... Demonstrates a warmth and compassion for
its characters missing in many of LaBute's previous works [and] balances black humor and social
commentary in ... beautifully written, hilarious ... dissection of how societal pressures affect
relationships ... Astute and up-to-the-minute relevant. -Frank Scheck, New York Post Will make you
squirm in your seat. It's theater without novocain [from] an author with a uniquely truthful voice.
-Jacques le Sourd, The Journal News

reasons to be pretty play: Anna and the French Kiss Stephanie Perkins, 2013-12-16 Anna
had everything figured out - she was about to start senior year with her best friend, she had a great
weekend job and her huge work crush looked as if it might finally be going somewhere... Until her
dad decides to send her 4383 miles away to Paris. On her own. But despite not speaking a word of
French, Anna finds herself making new friends, including Etienne St. Clair, the smart, beautiful boy
from the floor above. But he's taken - and Anna might be too. Will a year of romantic near-misses
end with the French kiss she's been waiting for?

reasons to be pretty play: Mrs. Dalloway Virginia Woolf, 2023-12-16 Mrs Dalloway, Virginia
Woolf's fourth novel, offers the reader an impression of a single June day in London in 1923. Clarissa
Dalloway, the wife of a Conservative member of parliament, is preparing to give an evening party,
while the shell-shocked Septimus Warren Smith hears the birds in Regent's Park chattering in
Greek. There seems to be nothing, except perhaps London, to link Clarissa and Septimus. She is
middle-aged and prosperous, with a sheltered happy life behind her; Smith is young, poor, and
driven to hatred of himself and the whole human race. Yet both share a terror of existence, and
sense the pull of death. The world of Mrs Dalloway is evoked in Woolf's famous stream of
consciousness style, in a lyrical and haunting language which has made this, from its publication in
1925, one of her most popular novels.

reasons to be pretty play: The Shape of Things Neil LaBute, 2001-11-15 How far would you
go for love? For art? What would you be willing to change? Which price might you pay? Such are the
painful questions explored by Neil Labute in The Shape of Things. A young student drifts into an
ever-changing relationship with an art major while his best friends' engagement crumbles, so
unleashing a drama that peels back the skin of two modern-day relationships, exposing the raw meat
and gristle that lie beneath. The world premi re of The Shape of Things was presented at the
Almeida, London, in May 2001.



reasons to be pretty play: Boy Overboard Morris Gleitzman, 2002-08-01 Winner - KOALA
Children's Choice Awards 2010 - Fiction for Years 7-9 Winner - YABBA Children's Choice Awards
2010 - Fiction for Years 7-9 Winner - COOL Children's Choice Awards 2010 - Fiction for Years 7-9
Longlisted - Family Award for Children's Books 2002 - Prize for Writing for Young Adults Shortlisted
- BILBY Children's Choice Awards 2006 - Fiction for Older Readers Shortlisted - REAL Children's
Choice Awards 2010 - Younger Readers Jamal and Bibi have a dream. To lead Australia to soccer
glory in the next World Cup. But first they must face landmines, pirates, storms and assassins. Can
Jamal and his family survive their incredible journey and get to Australia? Sometimes, to save the
people you love, you have to go overboard. With its witty humor and powerful themes of courage,
determination, and the importance of family, Boy Overboard is sure to leave you laughing, crying,
and cheering for Jamal and his journey. Don't miss out on this must-read middle grade book that will
have you on the edge of your seat from beginning to end. ------------------ PRAISE FOR MORRIS
GLEITZMAN ‘Readers can't get enough of him.” The Independent ‘A brilliantly funny writer’ Sunday
Telegraph ‘A virtuoso demonstration of how you can make comedy out of the most unlikely subject’
Sunday Times ‘He is one of the finest examples of a writer who can make humour stem from the
things that really matter in life.” The Guardian

reasons to be pretty play: Reasons to Be Pretty Neil LaBute, 2008-06-24 In Reasons to Be
Pretty, Greg's tight-knit social circle is thrown into turmoil when his offhand remarks about a female
coworker's pretty face and his own girlfriend Steph's lack thereof get back to Steph. But that's just
the beginning. Greg's best buddy, Kent, and Kent's wife, Carly, also enter into the picture, and the
emotional equation becomes exponentially more complicated. As their relationships crumble, the
four friends are forced to confront a sea of deceit, infidelity, and betrayed trust in their journey to
answer that oh-so-American question: How much is pretty worth? Neil LaBute's bristling new comic
drama puts the final ferocious cap on a trilogy of plays that began with The Shape of Things and Fat
Pig. America's obsession with physical beauty is confronted headlong in this brutal and exhilarating
work.

reasons to be pretty play: The Ideal Team Player Patrick M. Lencioni, 2016-04-25 In his
classic book, The Five Dysfunctions of a Team, Patrick Lencioni laid out a groundbreaking approach
for tackling the perilous group behaviors that destroy teamwork. Here he turns his focus to the
individual, revealing the three indispensable virtues of an ideal team player. In The Ideal Team
Player, Lencioni tells the story of Jeff Shanley, a leader desperate to save his uncle’s company by
restoring its cultural commitment to teamwork. Jeff must crack the code on the virtues that real
team players possess, and then build a culture of hiring and development around those virtues.
Beyond the fable, Lencioni presents a practical framework and actionable tools for identifying,
hiring, and developing ideal team players. Whether you're a leader trying to create a culture around
teamwork, a staffing professional looking to hire real team players, or a team player wanting to
improve yourself, this book will prove to be as useful as it is compelling.

reasons to be pretty play: Wrecks Neil LaBute, 2007-07-10 Can someone honestly love a
person whom they have deceived for thirty years? This is the central question behind Wrecks, Neil
LaBute's latest foray into the dark side of human nature. Meet Edward Carr: loving father,
successful businessman, grieving widower. In this concise powerhouse of a play, LaBute limns the
boundaries of love, exploring the limits of what society will accept versus what the heart will desire.
This collection also features rarely staged short plays, including Liars' Club, Coax, and the
never-before-seen Falling in Like.

reasons to be pretty play: Collective Rage: A Play in Five Betties Jen Silverman, 2018-01-24 In
Collective Rage, the lives of five very different New York women named Betty collide at the
intersection of anger, sex and “theat-ah.” As they meet, fall in love, rehearse, revel and rage, they
realise that they've been stuck reading the same scripts for far too long. They all come from different
backgrounds, and are bored or angry about different things, but the Betty's - each one numbered 1-5
- come together to rehearse a new version of Pyramus and Thisbe, the play within a play in A
Midsummer Night's Dream. What follows are discoveries, transformations and raucous comedy.




Hitting the ring with an electrifying soundtrack, looks to kill and spectacular routines, this
outrageous comedy packs the punch to shatter lacquered femininity into a thousand glittering
pieces. Strongly influenced by cabaret and female drag, this exquisite rejection of shame and
stereotype will punch you in the gut, break your heart and then take you dancing. Collective Rage
had its UK premiere at the Southwark Playhouse.

reasons to be pretty play: The Distance from Here Neil LaBute, 2003-03-25 His films In the
Company of Men and Your Friends and Neighbors both gained critical renown for their biting satire
and caustic wit. Now, with The Distance from Here, he has written his most riveting play yet, an
intense look at the dark side of American suburbia. With little to occupy their time other than finding
a decent place to hang out—the zoo, the mall, the school parking lot—Darrell and Tim are two
American teenagers who lack any direction or purpose in their lives. When Darrell’s suspicion about
the faithlessness of his girlfriend is confirmed and Tim comes to her defense, there is nothing to
brake their momentum as all three speed toward disaster.

reasons to be pretty play: The Mercy Seat Neil LaBute, 2016-10-18 Set on September 12,
2001, THE MERCY SEAT continues Neil LaBute's unflinching fascination with the often-brutal
realities of the war between the sexes. In a time of national tragedy, the world changes overnight. A
man and a woman explore the choices now available to them in an existence different from the one
they had lived just the day before. Can one be opportunistic in a time of universal selflessness?
There is no playwright on the planet these days who is writing better than Neil LaBute ... THE
MERCY SEAT is ... the work of a master. --John Lahr, The New Yorker An intelligent and
thought-provoking drama that casts a less-than-glowing light on man's dark side in the face of
disaster ... The play's energy lies in LaBute's trademark scathing dialogue. --Robert Dominguez,
Daily News Though set in the cold, gray light of morning in a downtown loft with inescapable views
of the vacuum left by the twin towers, THE MERCY SEAT really occurs in one of those feverish
nights of the soul in which men and women lock in vicious sexual combat, as in Strindberg's DANCE
OF DEATH and Edward Albee's WHO'S AFRAID OF VIRGINIA WOOLF? --Ben Brantley, The New
York Times [A] powerful drama ... LaBute shows a true master's hand in gliding us amid the shoals
and reefs of a mined relationship. --Donald Lyons, New York Post Uncomfortable yet fascinating ...
THE MERCY SEAT makes for provocative theater -- sharp, compelling and more than a little chilling.
--Michael Kuchwara, Newsday LaBute's intriguing [new play] is most compelling when it is daring to
look into [a] character's heart to explore the way self-interest, given the opportunity, can swamp all
our nobler instincts. --Charles Isherwood, Variety In THE MERCY SEAT ... LaBute has given us his
most compelling portrait of male inner turmoil. --Brendan Lemon, Financial Times LaBute [is] the
dark shining star of stage and film morality. --Linda Winer, Newsday Sharply funny and incisive
SEAT is not a response to September 11, but a response to the response to September 11 -- an
emotionally jarring consideration of the self-serving exploitation of tragedy for personal gain ...
Perhaps it's time we stop thinking of LaBute as a mere provocateur, a label that condescends to an
artist of grand ambition and a nimble facility with language. With this gripping ... new drama, he
probes deeper than he ever has before. --Jason Zinoman, Time Out New York A nihilistic yet brutally
honest work ... As complex and unfathomable as human motivations ... THE MERCY SEAT is
haunting. --David A. Rosenberg, Backstage LaBute risks offending contemporary sensibilities by
using a historic tragedy as his turning point for a drama regarding a morally empty American ...
[THE MERCY SEAT is] controversial and compelling. --Michael Sommers, The Star-Ledger LaBute ...
is holding up a pitiless mirror to ourselves. We may not like what we see, but we can't deny that -- if
only in some dark corner of our soul -- it is there. --Jacques le Sourd, The Journal News

reasons to be pretty play: Jasper Jones Craig Silvey, 2010-05-01 Full of unforgettable
characters, a page-turning pace and outrageously good dialogue, this is a glorious novel - thoughtful,
funny, heartbreaking and wise - about outsiders and secrets, and what it really means to be a hero.

reasons to be pretty play: The Art Of Seduction Robert Greene, 2010-09-03 Which sort of
seducer could you be? Siren? Rake? Cold Coquette? Star? Comedian? Charismatic? Or Saint? This
book will show you which. Charm, persuasion, the ability to create illusions: these are some of the



many dazzling gifts of the Seducer, the compelling figure who is able to manipulate, mislead and
give pleasure all at once. When raised to the level of art, seduction, an indirect and subtle form of
power, has toppled empires, won elections and enslaved great minds. In this beautiful, sensually
designed book, Greene unearths the two sides of seduction: the characters and the process. Discover
who you, or your pursuer, most resembles. Learn, too, the pitfalls of the anti-Seducer. Immerse
yourself in the twenty-four manoeuvres and strategies of the seductive process, the ritual by which a
seducer gains mastery over their target. Understand how to 'Choose the Right Victim', 'Appear to Be
an Object of Desire' and 'Confuse Desire and Reality'. In addition, Greene provides instruction on
how to identify victims by type. Each fascinating character and each cunning tactic demonstrates a
fundamental truth about who we are, and the targets we've become - or hope to win over. The Art of
Seduction is an indispensable primer on the essence of one of history's greatest weapons and the
ultimate power trip. From the internationally bestselling author of The 48 Laws of Power, Mastery,
and The 33 Strategies Of War.

reasons to be pretty play: In a Dark, Dark House Jennifer Dussling, 1995-09-28 Simple words,
rebus pictures, and flash cards make learning to read easy in this tale of a little boy in a haunted
house.

reasons to be pretty play: We'll Always Have Summer Jenny Han, 2012-05-03 Book 3 in the
The Summer I Turned Pretty series, now major TV show on Amazon Prime! The heart-wrenching
final part in the bestselling The Summer I Turned Pretty Series, perfect for fans of the Netflix
smash-hit movies To All The Boys I've Loved Before and The Kissing Booth! One girl. Two boys. The
biggest decision of her life . . . Just when Isabel thinks she had everything mapped out, life proves
that when it comes to love, you can never have all the answers . . . Isabel has only ever loved two
boys, Conrad and Jeremiah Fisher. She's grown up with them, and can't imagine life without them.
One broke her heart, the other made her happier than she ever thought she'd be. But each brother is
keeping a secret from Isabel, and this summer she must choose between the Fisher boys, once and
for all. Which brother will it be? "This book has what every girl wants in a summer' - Sarah Dessen
This is sexy, funny and romantic book is the breathtaking conclusion to the love triangle that kept
tens of thousands of fans guessing, and is the perfect story to lose yourself in this summer!

reasons to be pretty play: In a Forest, Dark and Deep Neil LaBute, 2016-05-09 She's a college
professor with a prim demeanor, and he's a carpenter with a foul mouth and violent streak. Betty has
a history of promiscuity that Bobby won't let her forget, and from their first taunting exchanges
there are intimations also of the history between them. Yet on the night when Betty urgently needs
help to empty her cabin in the woods--the cabin she's been renting to a male student--she calls on
Bobby. In this exhilarating play of secrets and sibling rivalry, which had its premiere in London's
West End in 2011, Neil LaBute unflinchingly explores the dark territory beyond, as Bobby sneeringly
says, the lies you tell yourself to get by.

reasons to be pretty play: Why I Write George Orwell, 2021-01-01 George Orwell set out ‘to
make political writing into an art’, and to a wide extent this aim shaped the future of English
literature - his descriptions of authoritarian regimes helped to form a new vocabulary that is
fundamental to understanding totalitarianism. While 1984 and Animal Farm are amongst the most
popular classic novels in the English language, this new series of Orwell’s essays seeks to bring a
wider selection of his writing on politics and literature to a new readership. In Why I Write, the first
in the Orwell’s Essays series, Orwell describes his journey to becoming a writer, and his movement
from writing poems to short stories to the essays, fiction and non-fiction we remember him for. He
also discusses what he sees as the ‘four great motives for writing’ - ‘sheer egoism’, ‘aesthetic
enthusiasm’, ‘historical impulse’ and ‘political purpose’ - and considers the importance of keeping
these in balance. Why I Write is a unique opportunity to look into Orwell’s mind, and it grants the
reader an entirely different vantage point from which to consider the rest of the great writer’s
oeuvre. 'A writer who can - and must - be rediscovered with every age.' — Irish Times

reasons to be pretty play: A Little Life Hanya Yanagihara, 2016 Moving to New York to
pursue creative ambitions, four former classmates share decades marked by love, loss, addiction,



and haunting elements from a brutal childhood.

reasons to be pretty play: Not a Lot of Reasons to Sing, But Enough Kyle Tran Myhre, 2022-03
OF WHAT FUTURE ARE THESE THE WILD, EARLY DAYS? An exploration of the role that artists
play in resisting authoritarianism with a sci-fi twist. In poetry, dialogue and visual art the book
follows two wandering poets as they make their way from village to village, across a prison colony
moon full of exiled rebels, robots, and storytellers. Part post-apocalyptic road journal, part alternate
universe history of Hip Hop, and part Letters to a Young Poet-style toolkit for emerging poets and
aspiring movement-builders, it's also a one-of-a-kind practitioners' take on poetry, power, and
possibility. NOT A LOT OF REASONS TO SING is a: -post-apocalyptic road journal -alternate
universe history of Hip Hop -Letters to a Young Poet -toolkit for emerging poets and aspiring
movement-builders it's also a one-of-a-kind practitioners' take on poetry, power, and possibility.

reasons to be pretty play: Irena's Vow Dan Gordon, 2024-03-26 When Irena Gut witnessed a
Nazi officer murder a baby and its mother in front of her eyes, she could do nothing. Then and there,
she made a vow to God that if she ever had the opportunity to save a life, she would do it. But she
did much more than that. When she was appointed the housekeeper for a German major, the
highest-ranking German officer in Tarnopol, Poland, Irena saved thirteen lives by hiding twelve Jews
in her employer’s basement, without his knowledge, for eight months. The thirteenth life she saved
was a baby who was conceived in hiding. Now a major motion picture starring Sophie Nélisse,
Irena’s Vow is one of the most remarkable, true stories of courage to come out of the Holocaust.

reasons to be pretty play: Ask a Manager Alison Green, 2018-05-01 'I'm a HUGE fan of Alison
Green's Ask a Manager column. This book is even better' Robert Sutton, author of The No Asshole
Rule and The Asshole Survival Guide 'Ask A Manager is the book I wish I'd had in my desk drawer
when [ was starting out (or even, let's be honest, fifteen years in)' - Sarah Knight, New York Times
bestselling author of The Life-Changing Magic of Not Giving a F*ck A witty, practical guide to
navigating 200 difficult professional conversations Ten years as a workplace advice columnist has
taught Alison Green that people avoid awkward conversations in the office because they don't know
what to say. Thankfully, Alison does. In this incredibly helpful book, she takes on the tough
discussions you may need to have during your career. You'll learn what to say when: - colleagues
push their work on you - then take credit for it - you accidentally trash-talk someone in an email and
hit 'reply all' - you're being micromanaged - or not being managed at all - your boss seems unhappy
with your work - you got too drunk at the Christmas party With sharp, sage advice and candid letters
from real-life readers, Ask a Manager will help you successfully navigate the stormy seas of office
life.

reasons to be pretty play: Stop Kiss Diana Son, 2000 THE STORY: A poignant and funny play
about the ways, both sudden and slow, that lives can change irrevocably, says Variety . After Callie
meets Sara, the two unexpectedly fall in love. Their first kiss provokes a violent attack that transfo

reasons to be pretty play: Ballet Shoes Noel Streatfeild, 2006-08-31 Puffin Classics: the
definitive collection of timeless stories, for every child. We three Fossils vow to try to put our name
into history books, because it's our very own, and nobody can say it's because of our grandfathers.
Pauline, Petrova and Posy Fossil are sisters - with a difference. All three were adopted as babies by
Great Uncle Matthew, an eccentric and rich explorer who then disappeared, leaving them in the
care of his niece Sylvia. When Sylvia starts to run out of money they hit on an inspired idea: Pauline,
Petrova and Posy will attend Madame Fidolia's Children's Academy of Dance and Stage Training -
and take to the stage. But it's not long before the Fossils learn that being a star isn't as easy as they
first thought... Ballet Shoes is the magical, warm-hearted and much loved classic tale of three very
different girls who work hard to master their talents.

reasons to be pretty play: Of the passions David Hume, 1826

reasons to be pretty play: Jonathan Livingston Seagull Richard Bach, 2014-10-21 Includes the
rediscovered part four--Cover.

reasons to be pretty play: The Little Prince Antoine de Saint—Exupery, 2021-08-31 The Little
Prince and nbsp;(French: and nbsp;Le Petit Prince) is a and nbsp;novella and nbsp;by French



aristocrat, writer, and aviator and nbsp;Antoine de Saint-Exupéry. It was first published in English
and French in the US by and nbsp;Reynal and amp; Hitchcock and nbsp;in April 1943, and
posthumously in France following the and nbsp;liberation of France and nbsp;as Saint-Exupéry's
works had been banned by the and nbsp;Vichy Regime. The story follows a young prince who visits
various planets in space, including Earth, and addresses themes of loneliness, friendship, love, and
loss. Despite its style as a children's book, and nbsp;The Little Prince and nbsp;makes observations
about life, adults and human nature. The Little Prince and nbsp;became Saint-Exupéry's most
successful work, selling an estimated 140 million copies worldwide, which makes it one of the and
nbsp;best-selling and nbsp;and and nbsp;most translated books and nbsp;ever published. and nbsp;It
has been translated into 301 languages and dialects. and nbsp;The Little Prince and nbsp;has been
adapted to numerous art forms and media, including audio recordings, radio plays, live stage, film,
television, ballet, and opera.

reasons to be pretty play: Autobahn Neil LaBute, 2016-10-18 This collection includes seven
short plays: FUNNY, BENCH SEAT, ALL APOLOGIES, MERGE, LONG DIVISION, ROAD TRIP, and
AUTOBAHN. Be it the medium for clandestine couplings, arguments, shelter, or ultimately
transportation, the automobile is perhaps the most authentically American of spaces. In
AUTOBAHN, Neil LaBute's provocative collection of one-act plays set within the confines of the front
seat, the playwright employs his signature plaintive insight to great effect, investigating the inchoate
apprehension that surrounds the steering wheel. Each of these seven brief vignettes explore the
ethos of perception and relationship -- from a make-out session gone awry to a kidnapping thinly
disguised as a road trip, a reconnaissance mission involving the rescue of a Nintendo 64 to a
daughter's long ride home after her release from rehab. The result is an unsettling montage that
gradually reveals the scabrous force of words left unsaid while illuminating the delicate interplay
between intention and morality, capturing the essence of middle America and the myriad paths
which cross its surface.

reasons to be pretty play: Reasons to be Cheerful Nina Stibbe, 2019-03-28 Lizzie Vogel's
story continues in Reasons to be Cheerful, the brilliantly comic sequel to Nina Stibbe's hilarious
books Man at the Helm and Paradise Lodge. WINNER OF THE BOLLINGER EVERYMAN
WODEHOUSE PRIZE FOR COMIC FICTION WINNER OF THE COMEDY WOMEN IN PRINT PRIZE
'l read all of Reasons To Be Cheerful in one glorious gulp' CAITLIN MORAN **** Teenager Lizzie
Vogel has a new job as a dental assistant. This is not as glamorous as it sounds. At least it means
mostly getting away from her alcoholic, nymphomaniacal, novel-writing mother. But, if Lizzie thinks
being independent means sex with her boyfriend (he prefers bird-watching), strict boundaries (her
boss keeps using her loo) or self-respect (surely only actual athletes get fungal foot infections?) she's
still got a lot more growing up to do. From the bestselling author of Love, Nina comes a brilliantly
funny and heartbreaking story of growing up and finding the independence you might not actually
want . . . **** 'Funny, charming, odd-in-the-best-way and gorgeously uplifting! A delight from start
to finish' MARIAN KEYES 'Pitch perfect vintage comedy' GUARDIAN 'Lives up to its title' SUNDAY
TIMES 'Joyful. Stibbe's comedy probes what it means to become an adult' DAILY TELEGRAPH
'Loved it! I so love Lizzie. She is brave and kind and funny and totally original' KATIE FFORDE
'‘Comedy gold . . . Reasons To Be Cheerful is just the read you need right now' STYLIST 'Nina Stibbe
is an author of such effortless wit that she could turn a shopping list into a bestseller' WOMEN AND
HOME NINA STIBBE'S NEW NOVEL ONE DAY I SHALL ASTONISH THE WORLD IS AVAILABLE
FOR PRE-ORDER NOW

reasons to be pretty play: Skintight Joshua Harmon, 2021-04-02 Reeling from her
ex-husband's engagement to a much younger woman, Jodi Isaac turns to her famous
fashion-designer dad for support. Instead, she finds him wrapped up in his West Village townhouse
with Trey. Who's twenty. And not necessarily gay. But probably an adult film star. At least, according
to Jodi's son. Who's also twenty. And definitely gay. Skintight assays the nature of love, the power of
attraction, and the ways in which a superficial culture persists in teaching its children that all that
matters is what's on the inside.



reasons to be pretty play: Sometimes I Lie Alice Feeney, 2018-03-13 ALICE FEENEYS NEW
YORK TIMES AND INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER “Boldly plotted, tightly knotted—a provocative
true-or-false thriller that deepens and darkens to its ink-black finale. Marvelous.” —AJ Finn, author
of The Woman in the Window My name is Amber Reynolds. There are three things you should know
about me: 1. I'm in a coma. 2. My husband doesn’t love me anymore. 3. Sometimes I lie. Amber
wakes up in a hospital. She can’t move. She can’t speak. She can’t open her eyes. She can hear
everyone around her, but they have no idea. Amber doesn’t remember what happened, but she has a
suspicion her husband had something to do with it. Alternating between her paralyzed present, the
week before her accident, and a series of childhood diaries from twenty years ago, this brilliant
psychological thriller asks: Is something really a lie if you believe it's the truth?
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