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sociology a brief introduction explores the dynamic field of sociology, a
discipline dedicated to understanding human societies, social relationships,
and cultural norms. This article provides a comprehensive overview of
sociology's core concepts, historical development, and its significance in
contemporary life. Readers will gain insights into key theoretical
perspectives, major areas of research, and practical applications in various
social contexts. Additionally, it discusses the methods sociologists use to
study society and addresses the relevance of sociology in addressing modern
challenges. Whether you are a student, educator, or simply curious, this
engaging guide will help you grasp the essentials of sociology and its
lasting impact on our world.
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What Is Sociology?

Sociology is the scientific study of society, social relationships, and human
behavior within groups. It examines how individuals interact, how societies
are organized, and how cultural norms are established and changed. By
analyzing patterns and trends, sociology helps us understand the underlying
forces that shape our communities, institutions, and identities. This
discipline addresses questions about social structure, socialization, and the
impact of social forces on personal and collective experiences. Sociologists
investigate topics ranging from family dynamics and education to crime and
inequality, making it a versatile field essential for comprehending the
complexities of modern life.



Historical Development of Sociology

The roots of sociology trace back to the nineteenth century, a period marked
by rapid social change and intellectual development. Early sociologists
sought to understand the effects of industrialization, urbanization, and
political upheaval on society. The discipline emerged as scholars began to
systematically study social phenomena using scientific methods.

Founding Figures of Sociology

Key thinkers such as Auguste Comte, Karl Marx, Emile Durkheim, and Max Weber
laid the groundwork for modern sociology. Each contributed unique theories
and methodologies that continue to influence sociological thought today.

Auguste Comte: Coined the term "sociology" and advocated for a
positivist approach.

Karl Marx: Analyzed class conflict and economic structures.

Emile Durkheim: Explored social solidarity and the importance of
collective consciousness.

Max Weber: Focused on rationalization, bureaucracy, and the role of
values in social action.

Evolution of Sociological Thought

Over time, sociology expanded beyond its European origins, embracing diverse
perspectives and research agendas. The twentieth century saw the rise of new
subfields and interdisciplinary approaches, including feminist sociology,
critical race theory, and symbolic interactionism. Today, sociology is a
global discipline with practitioners and scholars exploring social issues on
every continent.

Core Theoretical Perspectives in Sociology

Sociology is grounded in several key theoretical frameworks that guide
research and analysis. Understanding these perspectives is essential for
interpreting social phenomena and generating meaningful sociological
insights.



Structural Functionalism

Structural functionalism views society as a complex system composed of
interrelated parts that work together to maintain stability and order. This
perspective emphasizes the functions of social institutions, such as family,
education, and religion, in promoting social cohesion.

Conflict Theory

Conflict theory focuses on power dynamics, inequality, and social change. It
highlights the struggles between different groups for resources and
influence, often examining issues related to class, gender, and race.

Symbolic Interactionism

Symbolic interactionism explores how individuals create and interpret
meanings through social interactions. This micro-level approach examines
everyday behaviors, language, and symbols that shape our understanding of the
world.

Other Contemporary Theories

Modern sociology incorporates various other theories, including feminist
theory, postmodernism, and exchange theory. These frameworks offer nuanced
perspectives on identity, culture, and social processes in an increasingly
complex world.

Major Areas of Sociological Study

Sociologists investigate a wide array of social phenomena, each contributing
to a deeper understanding of society and human behavior. These areas of study
allow researchers to address specific issues and inform social policy.

Social Institutions

Social institutions are foundational structures that organize society, such
as the family, education, government, economy, and religion. Sociologists
analyze how these institutions influence individuals and groups, shape
values, and maintain social order.



Social Stratification

Social stratification examines the hierarchical arrangement of individuals
based on class, status, and power. It explores the causes and consequences of
inequality, mobility, and privilege within societies.

Culture and Identity

Culture encompasses shared beliefs, practices, and symbols that define social
groups. Sociologists study cultural variation, identity formation, and the
role of norms and values in shaping behavior.

Deviance and Social Control

Deviance refers to behaviors that violate societal norms, while social
control represents the mechanisms that regulate conformity. This area
addresses crime, punishment, and the social construction of morality.

Globalization and Social Change

Globalization has transformed the way societies interact, leading to new
forms of social organization and cultural exchange. Sociologists explore the
impacts of globalization on migration, communication, and economic
development.

Research Methods in Sociology

Sociological research relies on systematic methods to collect and analyze
data about social phenomena. These methods enable sociologists to develop
theories, test hypotheses, and generate evidence-based insights.

Quantitative Methods

Quantitative research uses statistical techniques to examine large-scale
patterns and relationships. Surveys, experiments, and secondary data analysis
are commonly employed to gather numerical data.



Qualitative Methods

Qualitative research focuses on in-depth understanding of social processes,
meanings, and experiences. Methods include interviews, participant
observation, and case studies, allowing for rich, contextual analysis.

Ethical Considerations

Sociologists adhere to ethical guidelines to protect research participants,
ensure confidentiality, and promote integrity. Ethical considerations are
vital in maintaining trust and credibility within the discipline.

Practical Applications of Sociology

Sociology offers valuable insights and tools for addressing real-world
challenges. Its applications extend across various sectors, including
education, healthcare, business, and public policy.

Education and Social Policy

Sociological research informs educational practices, curriculum development,
and policy-making. By understanding social factors that affect learning,
educators and policymakers can create more equitable systems.

Healthcare and Well-being

Sociology examines health disparities, access to care, and the social
determinants of health. This knowledge helps healthcare professionals and
organizations design interventions that improve public well-being.

Business and Organizations

In the business world, sociological insights guide organizational behavior,
diversity initiatives, and workplace culture. Companies use sociological
research to enhance productivity, employee satisfaction, and customer
relations.



Community Development

Sociologists contribute to community development by analyzing social needs,
facilitating collaboration, and evaluating the effectiveness of programs.
Their expertise supports efforts to build stronger, more inclusive
communities.

Contemporary Relevance of Sociology

Sociology remains highly relevant in today’s rapidly changing world. It
equips individuals and institutions with the knowledge to navigate complex
social issues, foster understanding, and promote positive change.

Analyzing the impact of technology and social media on communication and
relationships.

Understanding the dynamics of diversity, inclusion, and
multiculturalism.

Addressing pressing issues such as climate change, migration, and global
inequality.

Supporting evidence-based decision-making in policy and practice.

By examining the forces that shape society, sociology empowers us to make
informed choices, challenge injustices, and build more equitable futures. Its
contributions are indispensable for anyone seeking to understand or improve
the world around them.

Questions & Answers: Trending Topics in
Sociology

Q: What is sociology and why is it important?
A: Sociology is the scientific study of society, social relationships, and
human behavior. It is important because it helps us understand social
structures, cultural norms, and the factors influencing human interactions,
enabling better solutions to societal challenges.



Q: Who are considered the founding figures of
sociology?
A: The founding figures of sociology include Auguste Comte, Karl Marx, Emile
Durkheim, and Max Weber. Each contributed foundational theories and
methodologies that continue to shape the discipline.

Q: What are the main theoretical perspectives in
sociology?
A: The main theoretical perspectives are structural functionalism, conflict
theory, and symbolic interactionism. These frameworks offer different
approaches to analyzing social phenomena and relationships.

Q: How do sociologists study society?
A: Sociologists use both quantitative and qualitative research methods, such
as surveys, experiments, interviews, and observations, to collect and analyze
data about social behaviors and structures.

Q: What are some major areas of sociological study?
A: Major areas include social institutions, social stratification, culture
and identity, deviance and social control, and globalization and social
change.

Q: How is sociology applied in everyday life?
A: Sociology is applied in education, healthcare, business, policy-making,
and community development to address social issues, improve systems, and
foster inclusive environments.

Q: What role does sociology play in understanding
social inequality?
A: Sociology examines the causes and consequences of inequality in areas such
as class, race, gender, and access to resources, helping society to identify
and address disparities.

Q: Why is ethical consideration important in
sociological research?
A: Ethical considerations protect research participants, ensure
confidentiality, and maintain the integrity of the research process, which is



essential for credible and trustworthy results.

Q: How has globalization impacted sociological
studies?
A: Globalization has expanded sociological research to include cross-cultural
analysis, migration, global communication, and the effects of interconnected
economies and societies.

Q: What future trends are shaping the field of
sociology?
A: Emerging trends include the study of digital societies, environmental
sociology, intersectionality, and the influence of artificial intelligence on
social interactions and institutions.
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Sociology: A Brief Introduction

Are you curious about the forces shaping our lives, the patterns in human behavior, and the
inequalities that exist within our societies? If so, then you've stumbled upon the fascinating world of
sociology! This post provides a brief introduction to sociology, exploring its core concepts, key
thinkers, and its relevance in today's complex world. We'll unravel the mysteries of social structures,
delve into different sociological perspectives, and leave you with a solid foundation to further your
exploration of this compelling field.

What is Sociology?

Sociology is the scientific study of society, social institutions, and social relationships. It's not just
about observing people; it's about understanding the why behind their actions, their beliefs, and the
structures that shape their lives. Unlike psychology, which focuses on the individual mind, sociology
examines the broader social context—the groups, organizations, and cultures—that influence human
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behavior.

Think about something as seemingly simple as choosing what to wear in the morning. While your
personal preferences play a role, your choice is also influenced by social norms, fashion trends, your
profession, and even the weather. Sociology seeks to uncover these subtle yet powerful influences
and examine how they create and maintain social order, or conversely, lead to social change.

Core Sociological Concepts

Several key concepts underpin sociological inquiry:

Social Structure: This refers to the patterned and relatively stable arrangements of social
relationships and institutions that form the basic framework of society. It includes things like family
structures, economic systems, political systems, and educational institutions. Understanding social
structure helps us understand how different parts of society interact and influence each other.

Social Interaction: This involves the ways individuals interact with each other, forming relationships,
creating groups, and negotiating social norms. It includes everything from casual conversations to
formal negotiations, and it is through social interaction that social structures are created and
maintained.

Social Institutions: These are established and enduring patterns of social behavior organized around
particular purposes. Examples include the family, religion, education, the economy, and the
government. Sociologists study how these institutions function, how they change over time, and
their impact on individuals and society as a whole.

Social Change: This refers to alterations in social structures, cultural norms, and social interactions
over time. Sociologists investigate the causes and consequences of social change, analyzing factors
such as technological advancements, social movements, and political shifts.

Major Sociological Perspectives

Several different theoretical perspectives shape how sociologists approach their research:

Functionalism: This perspective views society as a complex system whose parts work together to
promote solidarity and stability. It emphasizes the functions of social institutions in maintaining
social order.

Conflict Theory: This perspective focuses on social inequalities and power struggles. It highlights
how different groups compete for scarce resources and how this competition shapes social
structures and relationships.

Symbolic Interactionism: This perspective emphasizes the role of symbols and meanings in shaping
social interaction. It focuses on how individuals create meaning through their interactions and how
these meanings influence their behavior.



Feminist Theory: This perspective examines gender inequality and its impact on social structures
and relationships. It critiques patriarchal structures and advocates for social justice and gender
equality.

The Relevance of Sociology

Sociology is not just an academic pursuit; it has significant practical applications. Understanding
sociological concepts is crucial for addressing various social problems, including:

Poverty and Inequality: Sociology provides insights into the causes and consequences of poverty and
inequality, informing policies aimed at reducing social disparities.

Crime and Deviance: Sociological research helps us understand the social factors that contribute to
crime and deviance, informing crime prevention strategies and criminal justice reform.

Social Movements and Change: Sociology offers frameworks for understanding social movements
and their impact on social change, enabling effective strategies for social activism.

Globalization and its impact: Sociology helps navigate the complexities of globalization, analyzing its
social, economic, and political consequences.

Conclusion

Sociology offers a powerful lens through which to understand the complexities of human behavior
and social life. By examining social structures, interactions, and institutions, we can gain a deeper
appreciation for the forces that shape our world and contribute to meaningful solutions for pressing
social issues. This brief introduction only scratches the surface; we encourage you to explore this
fascinating field further through additional research and study.

FAQs

1. What is the difference between sociology and anthropology? While both disciplines study human
societies, anthropology often focuses on cultures that are different from the researcher's own, while
sociology tends to focus on societies in which the researcher lives.

2. Is sociology a quantitative or qualitative field? Sociology utilizes both quantitative (numerical
data) and qualitative (interview data, observations) methods, depending on the research question.

3. What kind of jobs can I get with a sociology degree? Sociology degrees prepare graduates for a



wide range of careers, including social work, market research, policy analysis, and journalism.

4. Are there ethical considerations in sociological research? Yes, sociologists must adhere to strict
ethical guidelines, ensuring the privacy and well-being of research participants. Informed consent
and anonymity are crucial.

5. Where can I learn more about sociology? Start by exploring introductory sociology textbooks and
online resources from reputable universities and academic institutions. Many offer free introductory
courses or lectures.

Sociology: A Brief Introduction

Meta Description: Dive into the fascinating world of sociology with this concise introduction. Learn
about its core concepts, key thinkers, and its relevance to understanding our social world.

Are you curious about human behavior, social structures, and the forces shaping our lives? Then
you've come to the right place! This comprehensive yet accessible guide offers a brief introduction
to sociology, unraveling the complexities of this vital social science. We'll explore its foundational
concepts, influential figures, and its ongoing impact on our understanding of society. Prepare to
delve into a world where individual actions intersect with broader social patterns and power
dynamics.

What is Sociology?

Sociology, at its heart, is the scientific study of society and human social behavior. It goes beyond
simply observing people; it seeks to understand the why behind our actions, beliefs, and
interactions. Sociologists analyze social institutions (like family, education, and government), social
structures (patterns of social relationships), and social processes (how social interactions change
over time). Instead of focusing on individuals in isolation, sociology examines how individuals are
shaped by, and in turn shape, the social contexts in which they live.

Core Concepts in Sociology

Several core concepts underpin the sociological perspective. Understanding these is crucial to
grasping the discipline's fundamental principles:

#### Social Structure: This refers to the patterned and relatively stable arrangements of social
relationships and institutions. Think of it as the framework of society, providing order and
predictability. This includes hierarchies of power, social class distinctions, and established norms
and values.

#### Social Interaction: This encompasses the ways in which individuals interact with one another,



forming relationships, influencing each other's behavior, and creating shared meanings. From casual
conversations to formal negotiations, social interaction is the building block of social life.

#### Social Change: This examines how societies evolve over time, encompassing shifts in social
structures, institutions, and cultural norms. It analyzes the forces driving change, such as
technological advancements, social movements, and political upheaval.

#### Social Inequality: This addresses the uneven distribution of resources, power, and
opportunities within a society. It examines issues of class, race, gender, and other forms of social
stratification, exploring the ways in which these inequalities are created and maintained.

Key Figures in Sociological Thought

Several influential thinkers laid the groundwork for modern sociology. Their ideas continue to shape
the discipline's direction and debates:

#### Auguste Comte: Considered the "father of sociology," Comte advocated for a positivist
approach, emphasizing the use of scientific methods to study society.

#### Karl Marx: Marx's focus on class conflict and the dynamics of capitalism remains highly
influential in understanding social inequality and power structures.

#### Émile Durkheim: Durkheim's work emphasized social solidarity and the role of social
institutions in maintaining social order. His study of suicide is a classic example of sociological
methodology.

#### Max Weber: Weber explored the relationship between religion, economics, and social change,
emphasizing the importance of understanding social action from the perspective of the individual
actor.

The Relevance of Sociology in Today's World

Sociology is not merely an academic pursuit; it's a crucial tool for understanding and addressing
contemporary social challenges. Its insights are vital in addressing:

Social Justice Issues: Sociology helps us understand and combat social inequalities related to race,
gender, class, and sexual orientation.
Global Challenges: It provides frameworks for analyzing global issues like poverty, climate change,
and migration.
Policy Making: Sociological research informs effective policy solutions by providing data-driven
insights into social problems.
Understanding Social Trends: It helps us make sense of rapidly changing social landscapes and
anticipate future developments.



Conclusion

This brief introduction to sociology offers a glimpse into a complex and multifaceted field. By
understanding the core concepts, key thinkers, and its practical applications, we can gain a deeper
understanding of ourselves, our societies, and the world around us. Sociology equips us with the
critical thinking skills necessary to navigate an increasingly interconnected and complex world,
empowering us to be informed and engaged citizens.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. Is sociology a hard subject? The difficulty of sociology depends on individual learning styles and
prior knowledge. While it requires critical thinking and analytical skills, it's not inherently more
difficult than other social sciences.

2. What kind of jobs can you get with a sociology degree? A sociology degree opens doors to careers
in research, social work, policy analysis, market research, journalism, and more.

3. How does sociology differ from psychology? While both fields study human behavior, sociology
focuses on group dynamics and societal structures, whereas psychology primarily examines
individual minds and behaviors.

4. Is sociology a science? Yes, sociology employs scientific methods such as surveys, interviews, and
statistical analysis to gather and interpret data, making it a social science.

5. What are some current research topics in sociology? Current research areas include the impact of
social media, globalization's effects on local communities, the study of social movements, and the
investigation of inequalities based on various social categories.
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  sociology a brief introduction: Doing Sociology Lee Harvey, Morag MacDonald, 1993-11-11
Doing Sociology is a student-centred text that encourages learning by doing. Combining sociological
theory with research methods and social philosophy in an accessible way, it provides an invaluable
resource for A-level, access and first-year degree students and teachers.
  sociology a brief introduction: Discovering Sociology Mark McCormack, Eric Anderson,



Kimberly Jamie, Matthew David, 2021-02-14 This second edition of a major textbook uses lively
prose and a series of carefully-crafted pedagogical features to both introduce sociology as a
discipline and to help students realize how deeply sociological issues impact on their own lives. Over
the book's 12 chapters, students discover what sociology is, alongside its historical development and
emergent new concerns. They will be led through the theories that underpin the discipline and
familiarized with what it takes to undertake good sociological research. Ultimately students will be
led and inspired to develop their own sociological imagination – learning to question their own
assumptions about the society, the culture and the world around them today. Historically, the
majority of introductory sociology textbooks have run to many hundreds of pages, discouraging
students from further reading. By contrast, Discovering Sociology has been carefully designed and
developed as a true introduction, covering the key ideas and topics that first year undergraduate
students need to engage with without sacrificing intellectual rigour. New to this Edition: - Two new
chapters adding coverage on crime, deviance and political sociology - Updated examples, Vox Pops
and case studies keep this new edition feeling fresh and contemporary and ensure diverse coverage,
including from beyond Western sociology - Thoughtfully updated and refreshed layout and visual
features. Accompanying online resources for this title can be found at
bloomsburyonlineresources.com/discovering-sociology-2e. These resources are designed to support
teaching and learning when using this textbook and are available at no extra cost.
  sociology a brief introduction: A Dictionary of Sociology John Scott, 2014-09-11 A consistent
best-seller, the wide-ranging and authoritative Dictionary of Sociology was first published in 1994
and contains more than 2,500 entries on the terminology, methods, concepts, and thinkers in the
field, as well as from the related fields of psychology, economics, anthropology, philosophy, and
political science. For this fourth edition, Professor John Scott has conducted a thorough review of all
entries to ensure that they are concise, focused, and up to date. Revisions reflect current intellectual
debates and social conditions, particularly in relation to global and multi-cultural issues. New entries
cover relevant contemporary concepts, such as climate change, social media, terrorism, and
intersectionality, as well as key living sociologists. This Dictionary is both an invaluable introduction
to sociology for beginners, and an essential source of reference for more advanced students and
teachers.
  sociology a brief introduction: My Sociology Rosalind Gottfried, 2018-12-17 My Sociology
reconceptualizes intro sociology for the changing demographics in today’s higher education
environment. Concise and student-focused, My Sociology captures students' attention with engaging
stories and a focus on non-dominant populations. Rather than introducing students to theory and
history at the beginning of the text, the book integrates the necessary information throughout to
keep students engaged.
  sociology a brief introduction: Sociology Schaefer, 2014-08-19
  sociology a brief introduction: Sociology: A Brief Introduction ISE Richard T. Schaefer,
2024-04-09
  sociology a brief introduction: Understanding the Sociology of Health Anne-Marie Barry,
Chris Yuill, 2016-09-19 Understanding the Sociology of Health continues to offer an easy to read
introduction to sociological theories essential to understanding the current health climate.
Up-to-date with key policy and research, and including case studies and exercises to critically
engage the reader, this book shows how sociology can answer complex questions about health and
illness, such as why health inequalities exist. To better help with your studies this book contains: · a
global perspective with international examples; · a new chapter on health technologies; · online
access to videos of the author discussing key topics as well as recommended further readings; · a
glossary, chapter summaries and reflective questions to help you engage with the subject. Though
aimed primarily at students on health and social care courses and professions allied to medicine, this
textbook provides valuable insights for anyone interested in the social aspects of health.
  sociology a brief introduction: Sociology Robert Van Krieken, Daphne Habibis, Philip Smith,
Brett Hutchins, Greg Martin, Karl Maton, 2013-09-12 Building upon the success of previous editions,



this fully revised edition of Sociology lays the foundations for understanding sociology in Australia.
The depth and breadth of the book ensures its value not only for first-year students, but for sociology
majors requiring on-going reference to a range of theoretical perspectives and current debates. This
fifth Australian edition continues to build on the book’s reputation for coverage, clarity and content,
drawing upon the work of leading Australian sociologists as well as engaging with global social
trends and sociological developments.
  sociology a brief introduction: An Introduction to Sociology Bryan S. R. Green, Edward A.
Johns, 2013-10-22 An Introduction to Sociology presents the theoretical approaches, the methods of
inquiry, and the concepts with which sociologists attempt to order the intricate phenomena of social
interaction. This book provides an illustration of particular investigations that may provide some
insights into substantive features of society and social behavior. Organized into six chapters, this
book starts with an overview of scientific proposition, which is the statement of a relationship
between specified properties of events and objects. This text then explains the fundamental concepts
that appear in the empirical and theoretical writings of sociologists. Other chapters present a
discussion of what sociologists actually study, which includes the substantive areas of investigation
and the aims of the investigation. This book discusses as well the institutionalized areas of society,
including the family, the economy, and the polity. The final chapter deals with the theories of the
middle-range. This book is a valuable resource for sociologists.
  sociology a brief introduction: Sociology For Dummies Jay Gabler, 2010-03-05 The first
authoritative yet accessible guide to this broad and popular topic Sociology is the study of human
and societal interaction, and because society is constantly changing, sociology will always remain a
crucial and relevant subject. Sociology For Dummies helps you understand this complex field,
serving as the ideal study guide both when you're deciding to take a class as well as when you are
already participating in a course. Provides a general overview of what sociology in as well as an
in-depth look at some of the major concepts and theories Offers examples of how sociology can be
applied and its importance to everyday life Avoiding jargon, Sociology For Dummies will get you up
to speed on this widely studied topic in no time.
  sociology a brief introduction: Introduction to Sociology Theodor W. Adorno, 2018-03-14
This book provides an invaluable introduction to his historical and conceptual engagement with
sociology.
  sociology a brief introduction: Sociology and Health Peter Morrall, 2009-03-04 This lively,
introductory text provides nurses with the foundations of a sociological understanding of health
issues, explaining the key theories and debates with humour and imagination in a way that will
encourage an inquisitive and reflective approach.
  sociology a brief introduction: Revealing Our Social World Mark Plume, 2016-08-08 Based
on over twenty years of classroom experience, Revealing Our Social World: An Introduction to
Sociology is written with the teaching sociologist in mind. Humorous, accessible, and informal, the
book introduces non-major students to the basic theories, concepts, and terms of sociology.
Revealing Our Social World: A Brief Introduction to Sociology is organized into four sections, the
first of which discusses the basics of the sociological perspective and imagination, along with the
development of sociology as a discipline. In the second section the material examines how people fit
into their social landscapes. This section features topics such as culture, socialization, groups, social
institutions, and deviance. The third section addresses various forms of inequality, while the fourth
examines the structure of the daily grind as it applies to marriage and family, religion, education,
politics, and the economy. Each chapter lays out the basic elements of the topic using vivid
cross-cultural examples and includes suggested readings, practical activities, and a section titled
There's an App for That. Revealing Our Social World: A Brief Introduction to Sociology is a fresh and
engaging text for introductory sociology courses at the undergraduate level. Mark Plume earned his
Ph.D. in sociology at the University of Southern California. Dr. Plume has been teaching sociology
for more than twenty years and is currently a professor at Reynolds Community College, where he
teaches traditional and on-line courses in introductory sociology, marriage and family, and cultural



and physical anthropology. Dr. Plume also teaches sex and gender and research methods at Virginia
Commonwealth University. His research interests include alcoholic families, gender, and social
class. His most recent work examines millennials and their belief in the afterlife. He is a member of
the American Sociological Association and the Gerontological Society of America. Dr. Plume, his
wife, and their miniature schnauzer make their home in central Virginia.
  sociology a brief introduction: Introduction to Sociology Brij Mohan, 2022-06-28 This
textbook explores the emergence of sociology as a distinct social science. Focusing on the evolution
of social theories, movements and ideas through history, it analyses the dynamic relationship
between the individual and the larger social forces around them. This volume examines the definitive
aspects of societies, communities and social groups, and their intersections with culture, political
and economic movements and religious institutions. It establishes the connections between
sociology and other disciplines such as philosophy, history, political science, economics, psychology
and anthropology to explore the interdependence between different realms of social life. The
chapters in this book explain and highlight the significance of quantitative and qualitative methods
of research in understanding the dynamics of social life. Drawing from the works of classical social
theorists such as Auguste Comte, Herbert Spencer, Karl Marx, Emile Durkheim and Max Weber, this
book traces the development of sociological perspectives and theories and their relevance in the
history of ideas. Lucid and comprehensive, this textbook will be useful for undergraduate and
postgraduate students of sociology, development studies, history of ideas, sociological thought,
social theory, research methods, political science and anthropology.
  sociology a brief introduction: A Sociology of Health David Wainwright, 2008-01-18 `A
Sociology of Health charts a way forward for a medical sociology that can make a positive
contribution to medical practice and health policy′ - Dr Michael Fitzpatrick, East London GP and
author of The Tyranny of Health `This is a very lively book that will stimulate good debate amongst
students undertaking sociology of health courses in higher education′ - Mathew Jones, Senior
Lecturer in Health and Social Policy, University of the West of England A Sociology of Health offers
an authoritative and up-to-date introduction to the key issues, perspectives and debates within the
field of medical sociology. The book will aid readers′ understanding of how sociological approaches
are crucial to understanding the impact that health and illness have on the behaviour, attitudes,
beliefs, and practices, of an increasingly health-aware population. The book is topical and unique in
its approach, combining commentary and analysis of classic debates in medical sociology with
contemporary issues in health care policy and practice. The content is wide-ranging, including
chapters on: health scares, therapy culture, new dimensions of international health, changes in
health care organisation and the feminization of health. Features such as case studies, questions for
debate, and further reading sections are used throughout to promote critical reflection and further
debate. A Sociology of Health offers readers a fresh approach to the subject, and will be essential
reading for all undergraduate students on medical sociology and sociology of health and illness
courses, as well as postgraduate students in related health and social care disciplines. David
Wainwright is a Senior Lecturer in the School for Health, University of Bath.
  sociology a brief introduction: Second Opinion Jennie Mary Hornosty, John Germov,
2016-07-18 Taking an intersectional approach to the study of health and illness, Second Opinion
introduces students to the field through an accessible yet authoritative overview of key theories,
debates, and research findings. Written in a clear, straightforward style, with contributions from
bothCanadian and international scholars, this comprehensive volume examines a wide range of
topics including racialization, disability, aging, the environment, Aboriginal health, and the political
economy of the health industry. Themes such as the social determinants of health, health
inequalities,intersectionality, and the roles of both structure and agency in creating and maintaining
the status quo are integrated throughout. The array of pedagogical features fosters engagement
with the material, while providing study support and suggestions for further learning. New content
and examples -on maternal mortality rates, the latest in sociological theory, health care inequalities
in Canada, obesity, appearance norms, healthy aging, physician-assisted death, drug costs in Canada



and the world, and integrated health care - encourage students to think critically about health-care
practicesand policies in Canada within a global health perspective. Thoroughly revised and
up-to-date, with a new visual program to appeal to visual learners and a new chart on the inside
cover that details the coverage of social determinants throughout the text, the second Canadian
edition of Second Opinion ensures that students of health sociology have everythingthey need to
understand this complex discipline, right at their fingertips.
  sociology a brief introduction: Introducing Sociology Paul H Ciccarelli, 2020-01-21
Introducing Sociology makes the learning of the foundations of sociology fun and easy in a
quick-to-read book. Through this book, you will gain an understanding of the dynamic forces that
shape personalities and socialize people into the larger culture within which we live. With a modern
take, you'll not only learn about how traditional institutions such as the family and schools shape
society but also come away informed about how mass media, including social media networks like
Facebook and YouTube, are socializing our children and providing new means of interpersonal mass
communication never seen before. Learn the foundational principles that lie behind sociology
including: - The history of sociology and key figures in its early development.- The key role of the
immediate family as the primary agent of socialization.- How children are socialized into the larger
society.- The role played by the secondary family as an agent of civilization.- Mass communication
and old and new mass media.- The growing role of social media networks as agents of socialization.-
How technology is changing mass media.- Youth culture and the importance of peer groups.-
Schools, education, and society, and the three main sociological theories of education. Download this
book today and learn about the forces that are shaping society from the most ancient and time
tested through the revolution we're experiencing today Add to cart and buy now!!
  sociology a brief introduction: An Introduction to Sociology Anthony Giddens, Mitchell
Duneier, 2000-04-01
  sociology a brief introduction: The Science of Society Stephen F. Cotgrove, 1975
  sociology a brief introduction: Study Guide for Sociology Richard Schaefer, 2011-01
ELEMENTARY STATISTICS: A STEP BY STEP APPROACH is for general beginning statistics courses
with a basic algebra prerequisite. The book is non-theoretical, explaining concepts intuitively and
teaching problem solving through worked examples and step-by-step instructions. This edition
places more emphasis on conceptual understanding and understanding results.
  sociology a brief introduction: Sociology Alex Thio, 1997
  sociology a brief introduction: Ebook: Sociology: A Brief Introduction Schaefer,
2014-10-16 Ebook: Sociology: A Brief Introduction
  sociology a brief introduction: The Sociology of Gender Laura Kramer, 2011 An ideal
essentials text for introductory courses, The Sociology of Gender, Third Edition, provides a concise -
yet also in-depth - overview of basic sociological concepts and perspectives on gender. Focusing
primarily on the contemporary United States, author Laura Kramer integrateshistory, theory, and
research in order to examine the current gender system and the ways in which macro-, middle-, and
micro-level societal forces have changed that system over time.Featuring an exceptionally accessible
and engaging writing style, The Sociology of Gender explores how race, ethnicity, and social class
affect the meaning of gender. A chapter on culture provides a close look at traditionally dominant
versions of femininities and masculinities and how they arecommunicated through language, mass
media, and religion. The concepts of individual agency and resistance, introduced in the first
chapter, resurface throughout in discussions of culture and socialization.

Back to Home: https://fc1.getfilecloud.com

https://fc1.getfilecloud.com

