rules for radicals saul alinsky

rules for radicals saul alinsky is a phrase that has shaped the landscape of
political activism and community organizing for decades. Saul Alinsky’s
landmark book, "Rules for Radicals," published in 1971, serves as a guide for
activists seeking to create meaningful social change through grassroots
action. This comprehensive article explores the origins and impact of
Alinsky'’s principles, breaking down his most influential rules, their
application in modern movements, and the controversies surrounding his
philosophy. Readers will gain a thorough understanding of the book’s
historical context, the author’s background, and how the "rules for radicals"
continue to influence political strategies across the world. Whether you are
a student of political science, an aspiring organizer, or simply curious
about the methods behind successful activism, this article will provide
valuable insights, practical examples, and an objective analysis of Saul
Alinsky'’s enduring legacy.
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Background and Origins of Rules for Radicals

"Rules for Radicals" emerged during a time of significant social upheaval in
the United States. The late 1960s and early 1970s were marked by civil rights
movements, anti-war protests, and demands for economic justice. Saul Alinsky,
already known for his work in community organizing, wrote this guide to
empower ordinary citizens to challenge established power structures. The
book’s subtitle, "A Pragmatic Primer for Realistic Radicals," underscores its
focus on practical strategies for achieving progressive change.

Alinsky'’s approach to activism was rooted in his belief that marginalized
communities could transform society by using strategic, nonviolent
confrontation. "Rules for Radicals" distilled his decades of experience into



a set of actionable principles, making it accessible to a new generation of
organizers. The book has since become a foundational text in political
education, influencing leaders and activists worldwide.

Saul Alinsky: The Architect of Modern
Organizing

Early Life and Influences

Saul Alinsky was born in 1909 in Chicago to Russian-Jewish immigrant parents.
His upbringing in a working-class neighborhood exposed him to the hardships
faced by ordinary people, shaping his commitment to social justice. Alinsky’s
academic background in criminology and sociology provided him with a deep
understanding of social dynamics and power relations.

Organizing Philosophy

Alinsky believed that effective change required ordinary people to confront
authority through collective action. He founded the Industrial Areas
Foundation (IAF) in 1940, training organizers to build grassroots movements.
His methods emphasized listening to communities, identifying common
grievances, and mobilizing collective power. Alinsky’s unique blend of
pragmatism and idealism laid the groundwork for "Rules for Radicals."

Core Principles and Rules Explained

Alinsky’s Thirteen Rules for Radicals

At the heart of "rules for radicals saul alinsky" are thirteen rules designed
to help activists navigate the challenges of organizing. These rules provide
a tactical framework for engaging adversaries, building alliances, and
sustaining momentum in campaigns.

1. Power is not only what you have but what the enemy thinks you have.
2. Never go outside the experience of your people.

3. Wherever possible go outside the experience of the enemy.

4. Make the enemy live up to their own book of rules.

5. Ridicule is man’s most potent weapon.



6. A good tactic is one your people enjoy.

7. A tactic that drags on too long becomes a drag.

8. Keep the pressure on.

9. The threat is usually more terrifying than the thing itself.

10. The major premise for tactics is the development of operations that will
maintain a constant pressure upon the opposition.

11. If you push a negative hard enough, it will push through and become a
positive.

12. The price of a successful attack is a constructive alternative.

13. Pick the target, freeze it, personalize it, and polarize it.

Strategic Use of Power

Alinsky'’s rules emphasize leveraging perceived power and exploiting
weaknesses in opponents. He advocates for creative tactics, such as ridicule,
to disrupt the status quo. By personalizing issues and maintaining pressure,
organizers can force decision-makers to respond.

Building Community Engagement

A key principle in "rules for radicals saul alinsky" is ensuring that tactics
resonate with the community. Alinsky stresses the importance of choosing
actions that engage and motivate people, creating a sense of ownership and
purpose within movements.

Applications in Political and Social Movements

Grassroots Organizing

Alinsky’s methods have been adopted by numerous grassroots movements, from
labor unions to civil rights organizations. His focus on listening to
communities and identifying shared goals remains central to effective
organizing. Activists use these techniques to unite diverse groups and
amplify their voices.



Influence on Political Campaigns

Political strategists have integrated "rules for radicals saul alinsky" into
campaign planning, particularly in contentious environments. The rules offer
guidance on framing issues, engaging opponents, and sustaining public
attention. Many contemporary leaders cite Alinsky'’s influence in developing
their organizing skills.

Examples of Implementation

e Community action against discriminatory housing policies
e Mobilization for workers’ rights and fair wages
e Student-led protests advocating educational reform

e Environmental campaigns targeting corporate practices

Controversies and Criticisms

Political Polarization

While "rules for radicals saul alinsky" has empowered countless activists, it
has also attracted criticism for its confrontational style. Opponents argue
that Alinsky’s focus on polarization and ridicule can deepen divisions within
society, making compromise difficult.

Ethical Concerns

Some critics question the ethical implications of tactics such as
personalizing and polarizing targets. They contend that these methods may
undermine civil discourse and promote adversarial relationships rather than
constructive dialogue.

Misinterpretations and Misuse

Alinsky’s rules are sometimes taken out of context or misapplied for purely
partisan purposes. Critics warn against using these principles to justify
unethical behavior or manipulation, emphasizing the need for responsible
activism.



Legacy and Influence in Contemporary Activism

Enduring Relevance

Decades after its publication, "rules for radicals saul alinsky" remains a
key reference for organizers and political strategists. Its pragmatic
approach to power dynamics continues to inform training programs, workshops,
and academic research.

Global Impact

Alinsky’s principles have inspired movements worldwide, from Latin America to
Eastern Europe. His emphasis on local leadership and bottom-up change
resonates across cultural contexts, demonstrating the universal applicability
of his ideas.

Training and Education

e Community organizing courses
e Political science curricula
e Workshops for nonprofit leaders

e Online resources for activist training

Key Takeaways from Rules for Radicals

Strategic Activism

"rules for radicals saul alinsky" offers a strategic blueprint for grassroots
change. Its rules encourage activists to think critically, act creatively,
and maintain focus on their objectives. The book’s enduring popularity stems
from its practical wisdom and adaptability to diverse movements.

Empowerment Through Organization

By emphasizing collective action and empowerment, Alinsky’s framework helps
marginalized communities challenge entrenched interests. Organizers are
encouraged to build capacity, sustain momentum, and hold leaders accountable.



Responsible Use of Power

Alinsky'’s legacy underscores the importance of ethical leadership and
responsible activism. While his rules provide powerful tools, their impact
depends on the integrity and intentions of those who use them.

Questions and Answers about Rules for Radicals
Saul Alinsky

Q: What is the main purpose of Rules for Radicals by
Saul Alinsky?

A: The main purpose of "Rules for Radicals" is to provide activists and
community organizers with practical strategies for challenging power
structures and effecting social change through grassroots action.

Q: Who was Saul Alinsky and why is he significant?

A: Saul Alinsky was an American community organizer and writer, known for
pioneering modern organizing techniques and influencing countless social
movements with his pragmatic approach to activism.

Q: What are some of the key rules outlined by Saul
Alinsky?

A: Some key rules include leveraging perceived power, keeping tactics within
the experience of the community, using ridicule as a weapon, maintaining
pressure, and personalizing issues to mobilize support.

Q: How have Alinsky’s principles influenced modern
activism?

A: Alinsky’s principles have shaped the strategies of grassroots
organizations, political campaigns, and social movements globally,
emphasizing the importance of collective action and strategic engagement.

Q: Are there ethical concerns associated with Rules
for Radicals?

A: Yes, critics argue that some of Alinsky’s tactics, such as polarizing
opponents and using ridicule, may undermine civil discourse and foster



divisiveness if not applied responsibly.

Q: Can Rules for Radicals be applied outside of
politics?

A: Yes, the rules and principles outlined by Alinsky have been adapted for
use in nonprofit leadership, labor organizing, educational reform, and
various forms of community advocacy.

Q: Why is Rules for Radicals considered
controversial?

A: The book is controversial due to its confrontational tactics, focus on
power dynamics, and the potential for its rules to be misused for partisan or
unethical purposes.

Q: How can organizers use Alinsky’s rules
effectively?

A: Organizers can use Alinsky'’'s rules by tailoring tactics to their
community’s strengths, maintaining sustained pressure on decision-makers, and
ensuring their actions align with ethical standards.

Q: What is the legacy of Saul Alinsky’s work?

A: Saul Alinsky'’s legacy is his enduring influence on community organizing,
political strategy, and the global pursuit of social justice through
empowered, grassroots activism.

Q: What role does community engagement play in Rules
for Radicals?

A: Community engagement is central to Alinsky’'s philosophy, as effective
organizing depends on understanding, motivating, and mobilizing individuals
within their own social context.

Rules For Radicals Saul Alinsky
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Rules for Radicals: Saul Alinsky's Controversial Guide
to Community Organizing

Introduction:

Saul Alinsky’s Rules for Radicals, published posthumously in 1971, remains a fiercely debated text.
More than just a how-to manual for community organizing, it’s a provocative exploration of power,
strategy, and social change. This post delves into the core tenets of Alinsky’s controversial "rules,"
exploring their context, application, and enduring legacy, examining both their strengths and their
criticisms. We’'ll dissect the strategies he advocated, address common misconceptions, and analyze
their relevance in today's political landscape. Understanding Rules for Radicals is crucial for anyone
interested in social movements, political strategy, and the dynamics of power.

Understanding Alinsky's Context: A Pragmatic
Approach to Social Change

Before diving into the "rules" themselves, it’s vital to understand Alinsky's background and
philosophy. He was a Chicago-based community organizer who dedicated his life to empowering
marginalized communities. His methods, often unconventional and even confrontational, were
rooted in a pragmatic belief that social change requires power, and that power is acquired through
strategic action, often by challenging established systems. Alinsky wasn’t interested in theoretical
debates; his focus was on practical, results-oriented strategies to achieve tangible improvements in
the lives of ordinary people.

Key "Rules" and Their Strategic Implications

Alinsky’s book isn’t a numbered list of commandments; rather, it’s a collection of observations,
strategies, and tactical advice gleaned from decades of experience. However, certain recurring
themes emerge:

H2: Power and Organization:

H3: Power is Not Given, It's Taken: This is perhaps Alinsky’s most fundamental principle. He
believed that social change doesn't happen through polite requests; it necessitates the mobilization



of people and the strategic application of pressure. This often involves challenging powerful
institutions and interests.

H3: Building a Powerful Organization: Alinsky emphasized the importance of creating strong,
cohesive organizations capable of collective action. This means recruiting members, developing
leadership, and fostering a sense of shared purpose and identity.

H2: Tactics and Strategies:

H3: Know Your Enemy: Alinsky stressed the importance of thorough research and understanding the
strengths and weaknesses of the opposition. This is crucial for developing effective counter-
strategies.

H3: The Importance of the "Riffle" (or, the "Powerless" ): Alinsky recognized the potential power of
the marginalized and often overlooked segments of society. He believed in empowering these groups
and utilizing their potential for social action.

H3: Flexibility and Adaptability: Alinsky advocated for a flexible approach to organizing, recognizing
that strategies need to be adjusted based on evolving circumstances and the responses of the
opposition.

H2: Ethical Considerations and Criticisms:

It's crucial to address the persistent criticisms leveled against Alinsky’s methods. Some argue that
his strategies are manipulative or even unethical. The accusation of employing "ends justify the
means" logic is a frequent one. However, Alinsky himself acknowledged the potential for ethical
dilemmas, often emphasizing the importance of careful consideration and a commitment to the
overall goals of social justice. His work doesn't endorse the use of violence or illegal activities; it
highlights the potential power in non-violent forms of disruption that make those in power uneasy.

The Enduring Legacy of Rules for Radicals

Despite the criticisms, Rules for Radicals remains a significant text in the field of community
organizing and social movements. Its influence can be seen in various activist campaigns throughout
history. While its specific tactics might be debated, its underlying principles - the importance of
power, organization, and strategic action - continue to resonate with activists and organizers
seeking to bring about social change.



Conclusion:

Saul Alinsky's Rules for Radicals provides a pragmatic, albeit controversial, blueprint for social
change. While its methods have been subject to considerable debate, the book’s enduring influence
underscores the importance of understanding power dynamics and the need for strategic action in
achieving social justice. Its enduring relevance lies in its focus on empowerment, organization, and
the ability of ordinary citizens to effect meaningful change, even against powerful opposition.

FAQs:

1. Is Rules for Radicals a guide to violent revolution? No, Alinsky’s work focuses primarily on non-
violent methods of challenging power structures, utilizing tactics such as public protests, boycotts,
and civil disobedience.

2. Are Alinsky's strategies always ethical? The ethical implications of Alinsky’s strategies are a
subject of ongoing debate. While he didn’t advocate for illegal activities, some critics argue that
certain tactics could be considered manipulative.

3. Who is Rules for Radicals written for? The book is aimed at community organizers, activists, and
anyone interested in understanding the dynamics of power and social change.

4. How has Rules for Radicals influenced modern political movements? Alinsky's influence can be
seen in various social movements, particularly in the strategies employed by community organizers
and activists aiming for social and political reform.

5. What are the main criticisms of Alinsky's approach? Critics often point to the potential for
manipulation, the "ends justify the means" implication of some strategies, and the potential for
divisiveness within communities.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Rules for Radicals Saul Alinsky, 2010-06-30 “This country's
leading hell-raiser (The Nation) shares his impassioned counsel to young radicals on how to effect
constructive social change and know “the difference between being a realistic radical and being a
rhetorical one.” First published in 1971 and written in the midst of radical political developments
whose direction Alinsky was one of the first to question, this volume exhibits his style at its best.
Like Thomas Paine before him, Alinsky was able to combine, both in his person and his writing, the
intensity of political engagement with an absolute insistence on rational political discourse and
adherence to the American democratic tradition.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Rules for Radicals Saul Alinsky, 1989-10-23 “This country's
leading hell-raiser (The Nation) shares his impassioned counsel to young radicals on how to effect
constructive social change and know “the difference between being a realistic radical and being a
rhetorical one.” First published in 1971 and written in the midst of radical political developments
whose direction Alinsky was one of the first to question, this volume exhibits his style at its best.
Like Thomas Paine before him, Alinsky was able to combine, both in his person and his writing, the
intensity of political engagement with an absolute insistence on rational political discourse and
adherence to the American democratic tradition.



rules for radicals saul alinsky: Reveille for Radicals Saul Alinsky, 2010-08-25 Legendary
community organizer Saul Alinsky inspired a generation of activists and politicians with Reveille for
Radicals, the original handbook for social change. Alinsky writes both practically and
philosophically, never wavering from his belief that the American dream can only be achieved by an
active democratic citizenship. First published in 1946 and updated in 1969 with a new introduction
and afterword, this classic volume is a bold call to action that still resonates today.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Thirteen Tactics for Realistic Radicals Saul Alinsky,
2016-10-04 A Vintage Shorts Selection From the founder of modern radical activism in America,
Saul Alinsky, whose the bestselling classic Rules for Radicals has reinvigorated the political left in
America. “Organizational genius” Alinsky lays out the thirteen rules that all have-nots must follow to
wage a successful campaign against the haves. Wielding tremendous influence to this day, and used
as a bible by leading organizers since it was first published almost fifty years ago, these vital words
of wisdom are written with humor, wit and unassailable power. Crucially impactful on both President
Obama and Hillary Clinton’s political philosophies and dedicated to the American political
tradition—Alinsky’s thirteen tactics will remain powerful and relevant, a must-read, for anyone
interested in how to enact constructive social change for years to come. An ebook short.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Rules for Conservatives Michael Charles Master, 2012 Saul
Alinsky wrote Rules for Radicals 40 years ago as instructions on how to seize power. He was the
original community organizer who documented how to organize others to provide power to the
organizers. Alinsky was an instigator of class warfare and of the culture war. He taught liberals how
to divide America by organizing communities to seize power. Because of those who practiced those
rules, America is suffering. Every problem that we Americans face today can be traced back to
compromises with liberal radical leaders. As it defined the rules that radicals should use to
implement socialism and gain more control of governments, Rules for Conservatives defines the
rules that conservatives should use to stop this incremental takeover by liberals. The Tea Party
movement is determined to cut the tax burden on Americans. With decreased tax revenues,
governments will have to shrink and liberals will lose power. Rules for Conservatives is the playbook
for all conservatives and all Tea Party people to save America from liberal community organizers.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Roots for Radicals Edward T. Chambers, 2018-01-25 The
successor to the legendary activist Saul Alinsky, Edward T. Chambers pioneered a set of principles
and practices that have guided community organizations throughout the US and the world. Roots for
Radicals remains his definitive reflection on these fundamental principles of community activism:
how, as public citizens, we can navigate the gap between the world as it is and as it should be,
between self-interest and self-sacrifice and in doing so create lasting change for our communities. In
the face of the increasingly turbulent politics of the 21st-century, Chambers's book has never been
more relevant.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Rules for Radical Conservatives David Kahane, 2010 Are you a
frustrated conservative shocked by the bunch of far Left fanatics driving the bus--and our future--off
a cliff? It's time to fight back with the same ruthlessness that has served the radicals so well--not just
now, but for the long term. And who better to reveal their strategies--and their fatal
weaknesses--than one of their own? Playing on his all-too-typical hubris and good old greed, we've
recruited well-known liberal apparatchik David Kahane to lead conservatives out of the political
wilderness, whether he means to or not. Is he arrogant and obnoxious? Absolutely. Does he deliver
the goods? You betcha. We'll let Dave speak for himself: Please allow me to introduce myself. . . . My
name is David and I'm going to share some secrets. I'm going to take you into the smoke-free back
rooms of today's progressive political machine to reveal how it really operates--and how you can
bring it down. I'll lay out the rules we radicals have used to run circles around you, and clue you in
on how to make them work for you, too. How do I know this stuff? As the son of the sainted Che
Kahane, I've been schooled in the art of seizing and holding political power as we transform America
one antiquated tradition and constitutional clause at a time. Now I work in Hollywood, where I've
perfected the game pioneered by such pros as Machiavelli, Saul Alinsky, and Al Capone, father of



the immortal Chicago Way. Read on and learn from our time-tested techniques: * Know your enemy,
his intentions, his weapons, and his weaknesses. You too can play relentless, on-message hardball
with every scandal, hypocrisy, lie, and fundamentally flawed policy your adversaries dish up. *
Become what you behold. Adopt some of our scorched-earth tactics, best described in David
Mamet's Untouchables: They pull a knife, you pull a gun. * Take no prisoners. Attack our premises,
expose their true nature and consequences, and pin them on us, hard. * Never cede anything to the
other side, philosophically speaking. Force the Left to argue facts, not emotions. We hate that. *
Treat us with the same respect we give you.None. * It is better to be feared than liked, especially by
your enemies. And it helps to show up for the fight. (Note to past and future Republican candidates.)
Why am I telling you all this? Because I thrive on making trouble and, frankly, because I'm proud of
what my team has done. Between us, I don't think it matters if I turn over our playbook to you at this
late date. I don't think you can get it together to stop us now. Plus, I got a lot of money. Happy
reading, America! You think you can take us down? Go for it. I dare you.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Rules for Radicals Defeated Jeff Hedgpeth, 2012-05-04 Rules
for Radicals is the playbook for the Left. If you want to understand how the Obama Administration
operates you need this book. You will also learn twenty principles to defeat the Alinsky tactics
without compromising your morality. Learn how the Obama Administration thinks, and how to
counteract them. Learn it. Live it. Take America back.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Rules for Revolutionaries Becky Bond, Zack Exley,
2016-11-09 Lessons from the groundbreaking grassroots campaign that helped launch a new
political revolution Rules for Revolutionaries is a bold challenge to the political establishment and
the “rules” that govern campaign strategy. It tells the story of a breakthrough experiment conducted
on the fringes of the Bernie Sanders presidential campaign: A technology-driven team empowered
volunteers to build and manage the infrastructure to make seventy-five million calls, launch eight
million text messages, and hold more than one-hundred thousand public meetings—in an effort to
put Bernie Sanders’s insurgent campaign over the top. Bond and Exley, digital iconoclasts who have
been reshaping the way politics is practiced in America for two decades, have identified twenty-two
rules of “Big Organizing” that can be used to drive social change movements of any kind. And they
tell the inside story of one of the most amazing grassroots political campaigns ever run. Fast-paced,
provocative, and profound, Rules for Revolutionaries stands as a liberating challenge to the low
expectations and small thinking that dominates too many advocacy, non-profit, and campaigning
organizations—and points the way forward to a future where political revolution is truly possible.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Rules for Defeating Radicals Chris Adamo, 2019-08 The
American left has achieved enormous success in its onslaught against our nation, primarily by
employing tactics of deceit and intimidation. This book gives a comprehensive account of the left's
motivations, its guiding philosophy, and operating strategy. Most importantly, this book explains
how principled patriots and conservatives can effectively expose leftists and their schemes in order
to defeat their destructive agenda.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Let Them Call Me Rebel Sandord D. Horwitt, 1992-03-31 In
the course of his flamboyant career as an all-purpose activist, Saul Alinsky went from organizing
working-class ethnics in one of Chicago's most blighted neighborhoods to mapping out strategies for
the civil rights and antiwar movements of the 1960s. The range of Alinsky's activities, his intense
beliefs, and his exhilarating mix of crudeness and calculation almost vibrate off the pages of this
passionate and inspiring biography.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: John L. Lewis: An Unauthorized Biography Saul Alinsky,
2021-11-10T13:16:00Z This is the story of a 30 year, one-man war. The author confesses his bias - in
favor of labor, in friendship with Lewis, but he manages to present Lewis convincingly, with his
complicated personality, his inconsistencies, his dynamic power, his ruthless use of any means to his
end. He traces the steps by which he reached the peak from the pits of Illinois mines. He tells how
he created C.I.O. in protest over the limitations of A.F. of L.; of how he secured his own U.M.W. even
at the cost of dictatorship. He goes behind the scenes for his breaks with Green, with Murray, with



Roosevelt. But the end-all is gains for his miners - in pay, in safety, in security. Brilliant analysis, an
unflaggingly interesting chapter in American labor, it provides an interesting insight into a
fascinating part of American history. It's a reminder of what unions did achieve and it is a contrast to
the comparative powerless of unions these days.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Hegemony How-To Jonathan Smucker, 2017-01-02 A guide to
political struggle for a generation that is deeply ambivalent about power. While many activists
gravitate toward mere self-expression and identity-affirming rituals at the expense of serious
political intervention, Smucker provides an apologia for leadership, organization, and collective
power, a moral argument for its cultivation, and a discussion of dilemmas that movements must
navigate in order to succeed.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Radical Nicholas Von Hoffman, 2011-02 The tactics and
strategy of Alinsky, who died in 1972, have been studied by people as diverse as Barack Obama,
Csar Chavez, Hilary Clinton, Dick Armey, the Tea Partiers and activists and organizers of every
persuasion. Thousands of organizations a...

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Barack Obama's Rules for Revolution David Horowitz, 2009
Barack Obama's Rules for Revolution: The Alinsky Model provides an understanding of the roots of
the current administration's effort to subject America to a wholesale transformation by looking at
the work of one of the President's heroes -- radical Chicago community organizer Saul Alinsky. The
guru of Sixties radicals, Alinsky urged his followers to be flexible and opportunistic and say anything
to get power, which they can then use to destroy the existing society and its economic system.
Alinsky died in 1972, but left behind an organization in Chicago dedicated to his malicious ideas.
This team hired Barack Obama in 1986 when he was 23 and taught him how to organize for radical
transformation. In this insightful new booklet, Horowitz discusses Alinsky's work in the 60s and his
advice to radicals to seize any weapon to advance their cause. This became the philosophy of
Alinskyite organizations such as ACORN and to Alinsky disciples Van Jones, a self described
communist who served as President Obama's Green Czar until he was forced to resign when his
extremist ideas became public. - Publisher.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: America's Social Arsonist Gabriel Thompson, 2016-03-29 A
good organizer is a social arsonist who goes around setting people on fire.NFred Ross Raised by
conservative parents who hoped he would Ostay with his own kind,O Fred Ross instead became one
of the most influential community organizers in American history. His activism began alongside Dust
Bowl migrants, where he managed the same labor camp that inspired John SteinbeckOs The Grapes
of Wrath. During World War II, Ross worked for the release of interned Japanese Americans, and
after the war, he dedicated his life to building the political power of Latinos across California. Labor
organizing in this country was forever changed when Ross knocked on the door of a young Cesar
Chavez and encouraged him to become an organizer. Until now there has been no biography of Fred
Ross, a man who believed a good organizer was supposed to fade into the crowd as others stepped
forward. In AmericaOs Social Arsonist, Gabriel Thompson provides a full picture of this complicated
and driven man, recovering a forgotten chapter of American history and providing vital lessons for
organizers today.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Collective Action for Social Change A. Schutz, M. Sandy,
2011-04-11 Community organizers build solidarity and collective power in fractured communities.
They help ordinary people turn their private pain into public action, releasing hidden capacities for
leadership and strategy. In Collective Action for Social Change , Aaron Schutz and Marie G. Sandy
draw on their extensive experience participating in community organizing activities and teaching
courses on the subject to empower novices to think like an organizers.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: The Age of The Strongman Gideon Rachman, 2022-04-07 **AN
ECONOMIST AND THE TIMES BOOK OF THE YEAR** 'Essential and definitive' CATHERINE
BELTON, author of PUTIN'S PEOPLE We are in a new era. From Trump, Putin and Bolsonaro to
Erdogan, Xi and Modj, self-styled strongmen have become a central feature of global politics. At
home, they claim to be standing up for ordinary people against 'globalist' elites; abroad, they posture




as the embodiment of their nation. And everywhere they go, they encourage a cult of personality.
How and why did this new style of authoritarian leadership arrive? How likely is it to lead the world
into war and economic collapse? And what liberal forces are in place, not only to keep these
strongmen in check but to reverse the trend? The Age of the Strongman explores these essential
questions and offers a bold new portrait of our world. "TIMELY, LASER-SHARP... A MUST-READ'
PETER FRANKOPAN 'FORCEFUL... A BOOK WHOSE SIGNIFICANCE IS ENHANCED BY
UNPREDICTABLE EVENTS' MISHA GLENNY 'WIDE-RANGING AND ASTUTE' THE ECONOMIST

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Stir It Up Rinku Sen, 2003-08-16 Stir It Up--written by
renowned activist and trainer RinkuSen--identifies the key priorities and strategies that can
helpadvance the mission of any social change group. This groundbreakingbook addresses the unique
challenges and opportunities the newglobal economy poses for activist groups and provides
concreteguidance for community organizations of all orientations. Sponsored by the Ms. Foundation,
Stir It Up draws onlessons learned from Sen's groundbreaking work with women's groupsorganizing
for economic justice. Throughout the book, Sen walksreaders through the steps of building and
mobilizing a constituencyand implementing key strategies that can effect social change. Thebook is
filled with illustrative case studies that highlight bestorganizing practices in action and each chapter
contains tools thatcan help groups tailor Sen's model for their own organizationalneeds. Stir It Up
will show your organization how to: Design and conduct actions that further campaign goals Develop
effective leaders Build strong alliances and networks Generate and use solid research Design an
effective media strategy Put in place a plan for internal political education andconsciousness-raising
With the information, tools, and suggestions outlined in thisbook your organization can use your
good idea to change theworld.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: People Power Aaron Schutz, Mike Miller, 2015-04-27 Saul
Alinsky, according to Time Magazine in 1970, was a prophet of power to the people, someone who
has possibly antagonized more people . . . than any other living American. People Power introduces
the major organizers who adopted and modified Alinsky's vision across the United States: --Fred
Ross, Cesar Chavez, Dolores Huerta, and the Community Service Organization and National Farm
Workers Association --Nicholas von Hoffman and the Woodlawn Organization --Tom Gaudette and
the Northwest Community Organization --Ed Chambers, Richard Harmon, and the Industrial Areas
Foundation --Shel Trapp, Gale Cincotta, and National People's Action --Heather Booth, Midwest
Academy, and Citizen Action --Wade Rathke and ACORN Weaving classic texts with interviews and
their own context-setting commentaries, the editors of People Power provide the first comprehensive
history of Alinsky-based organizing in the tumultuous period from 1955 to 1980, when the key
organizing groups in the United States took form. Many of these selections--previously available only
on untranscribed audiotapes or in difficult-to-read mimeograph or Xerox formats--appear in print
here for the first time.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Obama, Hillary, Saul Alinsky and Their Useful Idiots Will
Clark, 2015-02-11 America, the greatest country that's ever existed to recognize and protect
humanity and to encourage freedom and opportunity, is now in grave danger to maintain those
wonderful gifts for mankind. Our wonderful nation is now under attack by fierce zealots who can't
tolerate the ideas, opportunities, and freedom of aspirations America allows and supports. We are
now on a dangerous precipice. One of these three assaults is from direct confrontation by radical
Islamic Jihadists who proclaim, promise, and boast they will destroy us and our way of life; especially
our Christian way of life. Their whole being is to control the world and they don't keep their
intentions or their goals secret. It's a blatant military and terrorist attack. America is the 'Great
Satan' they must destroy to fulfill their religious and zealous mission. The other two assaults are not
direct or open. They are subtle and insidious, and are guided by deception. And, presently no one is
combating their insidious and sneaky encroachment on our accepted American way of life. The
leaders and encroachers have been free to spout their evil and their harmful designs without
resistance. One encroachment is from the Muslim Brotherhood. They even have a written plan to
replace American freedoms with their dogmatic religion through a process they call 'Settlement."'



With the support of Barack Obama and others within our government they are far advanced in
accomplishing that plan. The other assault is from a socialist-communist agenda outlined by Saul
Alinsky; and is being accomplished through his 'Rules for Radicals' program. Barack Obama was
once a teacher of the Alinsky principles. In her early years, Hillary Clinton also corresponded with
Alinsky and praised his radical programs. This book defines all these assaults. It also defines those
who are used in these attacks on America; 'Useful Idiots, Useful Innocents, and Useful Fools.'

rules for radicals saul alinsky: PrairyErth William Least Heat-Moon, 2014-03-11 This New
York Times bestseller by the author of Blue Highways is “a majestic survey of land and time and
people in a single county of the Kansas plains” (Hungry Mind Review). William Least Heat-Moon
travels by car and on foot into the core of our continent, focusing on the landscape and history of
Chase County—a sparsely populated tallgrass prairie in the Flint Hills of central Kansas—exploring
its land, plants, animals, and people until this small place feels as large as the universe. Called a
“modern-day Walden” by the Chicago Sun-Times, PrairyErth is a journey through a place, through
time, and into the human mind from the acclaimed author of Here, There, Elsewhere: Stories from
the Road. “A sense of the American grain that will give [PrairyErth] a permanent place in the
literature of our country.” —Paul Theroux, The New York Times

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Radical Son David Horowitz, 2011-12-13 Originally a radical
socialist, the current driving force behind the rise of the Hollywood right recounts how he moved
from one set of political convictions to another over the course of thirty years, and challenges
readers to consider how they came by their own convictions.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: The Radical Vision of Saul Alinsky P. David Finks, 1984

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Challenge for Change Thomas Waugh, Michael Brendan
Baker, Ezra Winton, 2010-02-01 Pioneering participatory, social change-oriented media, the
program had a national and international impact on documentary film-making, yet this is the first
comprehensive history and analysis of its work. The volume's contributors study dozens of films
produced by the program, their themes, aesthetics, and politics, and evaluate their legacy and the
program's place in Canadian, Québécois, and world cinema. An informative and nuanced look at a
cinematic movement, Challenge for Change reemphasizes not just the importance of the NFB and its
programs but also the role documentaries can play in improving the world.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Communism: A Very Short Introduction Leslie Holmes,
2009-08-27 The collapse of communism was one of the most defining moments of the twentieth
century. This Very Short Introduction examines the history behind the political, economic, and social
structures of communism as an ideology.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Taking on the System Markos Moulitsas Zuniga, 2009 The
founder of one an influential political blog, Daily Kos, shares helpful guidelines on how a grassroots
movement can grow and thrive in the age of global information and how to transform the world with
political, cultural, social, and environmental change. Reprint.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Morrison’s Mission: A Lowy Institute Paper: Penguin Special
Paul Kelly, 2022-02 When he became Prime Minister in 2018, Scott Morrison was a foreign policy
amateur confronted by unprecedented challenges- an assertive Beijing and a looming rivalry
between the two biggest economies in world history, the United States and China. Morrison plunged
into foreign and security policy by making highly contentious changes that will be felt for decades,
not least the historic decision to build nuclear-powered submarines. Featuring interviews with
Morrison and members of his cabinet, this book tells the story of the Prime Minister's foreign policy
convictions and calculations, and what drove his attitudes towards China, America and the
Indo-Pacific.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Trampling Out the Vintage Frank Bardacke, 2012-10-09 In its
heyday, the United Farm Workers was an embodiment of its slogan “Yes, we can”—in the form “iSi,
Se Puede!”—winning many labor victories, securing collective bargaining rights for farm workers,
and becoming a major voice for the Latino community. Today, it is a mere shadow of its former self.
Trampling Out the Vintage is the authoritative and award-winning account of the rise and fall of the



United Farm Workers and its most famous and controversial leader, Cesar Chavez. Based interviews
conducted over many years—with farm workers, organizers, and the opponents and friends of the
UFW—the book tells a story of collective action and empowerment rich in evocative detail and
stirring human interest. Beginning with the influence of the ideas of Saul Alinsky and Catholic Social
Action at the union’s founding, through the UFW’s thrilling triumphs in the California fields, the
drama concludes with the debilitating internal struggles that effectively crippled the union. A vivid
rendering of farm work and the world of the farm worker, Trampling Out the Vintage is a dramatic
reappraisal of the political trajectory of Cesar Chavez and the United Farm Workers and an essential
re-evaluation of their most tumultuous years. Winner of the 2012 Hillman Prize in Book Journalism.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: The Federalist Society Michael Avery, Danielle McLaughlin,
2021-04-30 Over the last thirty years, the Federalist Society for Law and Public Policy Studies has
grown from a small group of disaffected conservative law students into an organization with
extraordinary influence over American law and politics. Although the organization is unknown to the
average citizen, this group of intellectuals has managed to monopolize the selection of federal
judges, take over the Department of Justice, and control legal policy in the White House. Today the
Society claims that 45,000 conservative lawyers and law students are involved in its activities. Four
Supreme Court Justices--Antonin Scalia, Clarence Thomas, John Roberts, and Samuel Alito--are
current or former members. Every single federal judge appointed in the two Bush presidencies was
either a Society member or approved by members. During the Bush years, young Federalist Society
lawyers dominated the legal staffs of the Justice Department and other important government
agencies. The Society has lawyer chapters in every major city in the United States and student
chapters in every accredited law school. Its membership includes economic conservatives, social
conservatives, Christian conservatives, and libertarians, who differ with each other on significant
issues, but who cooperate in advancing a broad conservative agenda. How did this happen? How did
this group of conservatives succeed in moving their theories into the mainstream of legal thought?
What is the range of positions of those associated with the Federalist Society in areas of legal and
political controversy? The authors survey these stances in separate chapters on ¢ regulation of
business and private property * race and gender discrimination and affirmative action ¢ personal
sexual autonomy, including abortion and gay rights * American exceptionalism and international law

rules for radicals saul alinsky: How Trump Stole 2020 Greg Palast, 2020-07-14 Vote
suppression is the key issue to the 2020 Election and Palast is the expert to explain why.... Has
Trump already stolen the 2020 election? Vote theft was once considered to be a marginal issue that
no one wanted to talk about, but as the stakes have risen and the facts have become known--in large
part thanks to this author--it is now recognized as one of the central issues deciding our presidential
elections. The scope is staggering. In the Georgia 2018 midterm election alone--the testing
ground--Republican voting officials quietly removed half a million voters from the voter
rolls--including Martin Luther King's ninety-two-year-old cousin Christine Jordan. How Trump Stole
2020 is the story of the racially poisonous schemes to steal the 2020 election, the political operatives
behind the trickery--and the hard right billionaires funding it all, written by the investigative
reporter who has been covering this story from the outset.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Organizing for Social Change Kimberley A. Bobo, Jackie
Kendall, Steve Max, 1996 Feel comfortable speaking useful Mandarin Chinese in just three hours
with this accessible audio course.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Rules for Retrogrades Timothy J. Gordon, David R. Gordon,
2020-03-20 What is a retrograde? In the words of Shakespeare, a retrograde is one of God's spies.
The retrograde has the unique capacity for understanding the stark chasm between the degenerate,
socialist-infiltrated world of decay on one side and the well-meaning, good-hearted, but clueless
Christian world on the other.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: How to Resist Matthew Bolton, 2017-07-13 'This
extraordinary book is the roadmap for a new kind of effective activism' - Brian Eno 'This book is for
people who are angry with the ways things are and want to do something about it; for people who



are frustrated with the system, or worried about the direction the country is going. Maybe they've
been on a march, posted their opinions on social media, or shouted angrily at something they've
seen on the news but don't feel like it's making any difference. It is for people who want to make a
change but they're not sure how.' - Matthew Bolton

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Brainwashed Republic: India's Controlled Systemic
Deracination Neeraj Atri, Munieshwar A Saagar, 2017-07-13 The education system of India has
been thoroughly compromised. It is being systematically used to create a historical grand narrative,
which is ethically and factually incorrect. Sophisticated propaganda techniques are employed to
create this artifice. This book is an effort to highlight this academic fraud. It is a result of research
spread over more than 6 years. Facts are the guiding lights for the books and not any ideology. For
further information refer to our website: www.brainwashedrepublic,com

rules for radicals saul alinsky: John L.. Lewis Melvyn Dubofsky, Warren R. Van Tine, 1986
John L. Lewis (1880-1969), who ruled the United Mine Workers for four decades beginning in 1919,
defied presidents, challenged Congress, and kept American political life in an uproar. Drawing upon
previously untapped resources in the UMW archives and upon oral histories by major figures of the
1930s and 1940s, the authors have created a remarkable portrait of this 'self-made man' and his
times. This well-illustrated, engagingly-written volume deserves a prominent place on the bookshelf
of anyone interested in the history of American labor in the twentieth century. -- Labor History

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Final Reckoning Romen Bose, 2021 From the innermost
sanctum of the Prime Minister's private offices among the Minaret-studded buildings of Putrajaya to
streets filled with tear-gassed protestors in downtown Kuala Lumpur, Romen Bose, a former
international correspondent and political communications consultant to then Prime Minister Najib
Razak, provides a gripping and engaging true story of drama, intrigue, violence and incompetence
that finally ended the rule of Malaysia's sixty-one year old Barisan Nasional Government in May
2018. With a front-row seat to the major controversies that hit the Najib Razak administration,
Romen reveals for the first-time how the country's leadership reacted to the disappearance of
MH370 and the still classified covert moves to retrieve the remains of Malaysian victims following
the shooting down of MH17. 'Final Reckoning' also gives a blow-by-blow account of how the 1MDB
scandal rocked the Government and the attempts by the country's top politicians and their advisers
to contain and explain it away.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: The Quiet Before Gal Beckerman, 2022-02-15 NEW YORK
TIMES EDITORS’ CHOICE ¢ An “elegantly argued and exuberantly narrated” (The New York Times
Book Review) look at the building of social movements—from the 1600s to the present—and how
current technology is undermining them “A bravura work of scholarship and reporting, featuring
amazing individuals and dramatic events from seventeenth-century France to Rome, Moscow, Cairo,
and contemporary Minneapolis.”—Louis Menand, author of The Free World We tend to think of
revolutions as loud: frustrations and demands shouted in the streets. But the ideas fueling them have
traditionally been conceived in much quieter spaces, in the small, secluded corners where a
vanguard can whisper among themselves, imagine alternate realities, and deliberate about how to
achieve their goals. This extraordinary book is a search for those spaces, over centuries and across
continents, and a warning that—in a world dominated by social media—they might soon go extinct.
Gal Beckerman, an editor at The New York Times Book Review, takes us back to the seventeenth
century, to the correspondence that jump-started the scientific revolution, and then forward through
time to examine engines of social change: the petitions that secured the right to vote in 1830s
Britain, the zines that gave voice to women’s rage in the early 1990s, and even the messaging apps
used by epidemiologists fighting the pandemic in the shadow of an inept administration. In each
case, Beckerman shows that our most defining social movements—from decolonization to
feminism—were formed in quiet, closed networks that allowed a small group to incubate their ideas
before broadcasting them widely. But Facebook and Twitter are replacing these productive, private
spaces, to the detriment of activists around the world. Why did the Arab Spring fall apart? Why did
Occupy Wall Street never gain traction? Has Black Lives Matter lived up to its full potential?



Beckerman reveals what this new social media ecosystem lacks—everything from patience to
focus—and offers a recipe for growing radical ideas again. Lyrical and profound, The Quiet Before
looks to the past to help us imagine a different future.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: The Activist's Handbook Randy Shaw, 2001-03-01 The
Activist's Handbook is a hard-hitting guide to making social change happen. Shaw, a longtime
activist for urban issues, shows how positive change can still be accomplished— despite an
increasingly grim political order—if activists employ the strategies set forth in this desperately
needed primer. In a new preface, Shaw describes how the power of grassroots activism has won
newfound respect. Mass protests against globalization and in favor of stricter gun controls have led
once-invulnerable targets like the World Bank and the National Rifle Association to take citizen
action more seriously. Inspiring fear and loathing in politicians, building diverse coalitions, and
harnessing the media, the courts, and the electoral process to one's cause are only some of the key
tactics Shaw advocates and explains. Central to all social-change activism, Shaw shows, is being
proactive: rather than simply reacting to right-wing proposals, activists must develop an agenda and
focus their resources on achieving it. The Activist's Handbook details the impact of specific
strategies on campaigns across the country: battles over homelessness, the environment, AIDS
policies, neighborhood preservation, and school reform among others. Though activist groups can
have widely different aims, similar tactics are shown to produce success. Further, the book offers a
sophisticated analysis of the American power structure by someone on the front lines. In showing
how people can and must make a difference at both local and national levels, this is an indispensable
guide not only for activists, but for everyone interested in the future of progressive politics in
America.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Most Dangerous, Most Unmerciful J. Malcolm Garcia,
2022-09-06 Timely literary reporting from Afghanistan by one of our most important nonfiction
writers includes insightful new writing since the US pull-out in 2021. ]J. Malcolm Garcia has
channeled the empathetic ear of Studs Terkel and the investigative skills of the best literary
journalists ... These stories will remain in the heart and mind’s eye forever.” -Beth Taylor, author of
The Plain Language of Love and Loss Reporting from Kabul and Kandahar between 2001 and 2015,
J. Malcolm Garcia tells us what actually happened to the Afghan people as the conflict between first
world nations and fundamentalists raged. In telling the stories of ordinary Afghans, Garcia shows the
impact of years of occupation and war—and the sudden and harsh changes as new occupiers push
in—on a people and their culture. Garcia meets Laila Haidary—everyone calls her “mother”—who,
with no resources to speak of, gives addicts living on the street one month of detoxification and
clean living, while at the same time sending her own children to make the perilous journey to
Western Europe as best they can. And there is nine-year-old Ghani, who earns a few dollars a day
collecting cans on the street to support his two brothers and sister now that his father has died of a
brain tumor. There are the translators and fixers Garcia hires, who risk their lives working for
foreigners against the warnings of the Taliban, and also the US soldiers who don’t understand what
their mission is here, and why they can’t just do what they are trained to do, which is to seek out and
kill the enemy. J. Malcolm Garcia has been compared to the Russian writer Svetlana Alexievich,
winner of the 2015 Nobel Prize in Literature, for how the voices of everyday people ring out in the
stories he tells. Most Dangerous, Most Unmerciful is an essential work of literature that documents
one of the true disasters of our age, at the same time as it celebrates the human endurance and
ingenuity of the Afghans we meet in these pages, and affirms the role journalists can play to make
sure their stories can be heard.
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