
recommendation letter from pastor

recommendation letter from pastor is an essential document for individuals
seeking to showcase their character, faith, and community involvement.
Whether you are applying for a college, scholarship, job, mission trip, or
leadership position within a church, a well-crafted pastoral recommendation
can make a significant impact. This article explores the importance of a
recommendation letter from pastor, outlines when and why you might need one,
explains how to properly request it, and provides detailed tips for pastors
writing compelling letters. You will also find sample templates and best
practices for both requesters and writers to ensure your letter stands out.
By the end of this guide, you will understand everything necessary to create
or obtain a powerful pastoral recommendation.
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Understanding the Importance of a
Recommendation Letter from Pastor

A recommendation letter from pastor serves as a trusted endorsement of a
person's character, moral values, and spiritual growth. Unlike generic
references, a pastoral recommendation carries weight because it comes from a
respected faith leader who has a unique insight into the individual's life
and integrity. Such letters often highlight qualities like honesty,
compassion, leadership, and commitment to community service. They can enhance
applications for academic, professional, or ministry opportunities,
demonstrating that the applicant is not only skilled but also trustworthy and
ethically grounded. Organizations and institutions value these letters for
their personal perspective and depth of character assessment.

Common Scenarios for Requesting a Pastoral
Recommendation Letter

A recommendation letter from pastor is requested in various situations where
moral character and faith commitment are important. Understanding when to ask
for one can help you prepare ahead of time and gather the best possible
endorsement.



College and Scholarship Applications

Many faith-based colleges and scholarship programs require a recommendation
letter from pastor as part of their application process. This letter provides
insight into the applicant's involvement in their church, dedication to their
faith, and readiness to contribute positively to the school’s community.

Mission Trips and Ministry Programs

Church mission trips, ministry internships, and volunteer programs often ask
for a pastoral reference. This ensures that participants uphold the values
and standards expected during service work, both domestically and abroad.

Employment at Faith-Based Organizations

When applying for jobs at religious schools, non-profits, or churches, a
recommendation letter from pastor can help validate your commitment to the
organization’s mission, ethical standards, and workplace culture.

Leadership Roles within the Church

Congregants seeking leadership positions such as youth group leader, choir
director, or board member may need a recommendation letter from pastor to
verify their spiritual maturity and leadership abilities.

Faith-based college or university applications

Scholarship programs requiring character references

Mission trip participation

Ministry internships or leadership positions

Employment at Christian organizations

How to Request a Recommendation Letter from
Pastor

Requesting a recommendation letter from pastor should be done thoughtfully
and respectfully. Pastors have busy schedules, so it’s important to ask well
in advance and provide all necessary information to make the process easier.
Here are key steps to follow:



Choose the Right Pastor

Select a pastor who knows you well and has observed your growth and
involvement in the church. This ensures the letter will be sincere and
detailed.

Make a Formal Request

Approach your pastor with a polite, written request, explaining what the
letter is for, why you are asking them, and any deadlines. Provide context
about the opportunity and your goals.

Provide Supporting Information

Offer relevant information such as your resume, a list of achievements, or
specific qualities you’d like highlighted. This helps your pastor personalize
the letter and include meaningful examples.

Allow Ample Time

Give your pastor at least two to four weeks to write the letter. Avoid last-
minute requests to show respect for their time and ensure a thoughtful, well-
written reference.

Key Elements of an Effective Pastoral
Recommendation Letter

A recommendation letter from pastor should be well-organized, specific, and
tailored to the opportunity at hand. Here are the essential elements that
make a recommendation letter effective:

Introduction: Identify the pastor and their relationship to the
applicant.

Purpose: State the reason for writing the letter and the opportunity
being pursued.

Character Assessment: Describe the applicant’s character, values, and
faith journey with specific examples.

Achievements and Involvement: Highlight relevant achievements,
leadership roles, or volunteer work.

Recommendation: Clearly state the pastor’s endorsement and confidence in
the applicant.

Contact Information: Provide contact details for follow-up if needed.



Tips for Pastors Writing Strong Recommendation
Letters

Writing a recommendation letter from pastor is a responsible task that
requires attention to detail and honesty. Pastors should aim to provide a
balanced and accurate representation of the individual’s character and
capabilities. Here are some tips for writing an impactful letter:

Be Personal and Specific

Use real-life examples to illustrate the applicant’s character, growth, and
contributions to the church. Avoid vague statements and focus on unique
strengths.

Maintain Professionalism

Use formal language and structure, even if you have a close relationship with
the individual. The letter should reflect both personal knowledge and
professional standards.

Address the Recipient Directly

Tailor the letter to the specific institution or organization, addressing
their mission and values where possible. Mention why the applicant would be a
valuable addition to their community.

Be Honest and Balanced

While highlighting strengths, be truthful and avoid exaggeration. If there
are areas for improvement, mention how the applicant is working to grow in
those areas.

Sample Templates for Recommendation Letters
from Pastor

A well-structured sample can help both pastors and applicants understand what
to include in a recommendation letter from pastor. Here is a basic template:

Salutation: Address the letter to the appropriate recipient (e.g., “To
Whom It May Concern,” “Admissions Committee”).



Introduction: Briefly introduce yourself and your relationship to the
applicant.

Purpose: State why you are writing the letter and what the applicant is
applying for.

Body: Provide specific examples of the applicant’s character,
leadership, and faith-based activities.

Conclusion: Offer a strong, clear recommendation and your contact
information for follow-up.

Below is a sample excerpt:

I am pleased to write this recommendation letter for [Applicant Name], who
has been an active and dedicated member of our congregation for over five
years. During this time, I have witnessed [his/her] unwavering commitment to
service, leadership in our youth ministry, and genuine compassion for others.
I am confident that [Applicant Name] will continue to excel and positively
impact your organization.

Best Practices and Common Mistakes to Avoid

Following best practices ensures your recommendation letter from pastor is
effective and professional. At the same time, avoiding common mistakes will
protect the credibility of both the applicant and the writer.

Best Practices

Start early and allow time for thoughtful writing.

Use specific examples and measurable achievements.

Edit and proofread for clarity, grammar, and tone.

Follow any specific instructions or requirements from the recipient
organization.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Submitting generic or template letters without personalization.

Exaggerating or providing inaccurate information.

Ignoring deadlines or failing to communicate promptly.

Neglecting to include contact information or a clear recommendation
statement.



Trending Questions and Answers about
Recommendation Letter from Pastor

Q: What should be included in a recommendation letter
from pastor?
A: A recommendation letter from pastor should include an introduction of the
pastor, their relationship to the applicant, specific examples of the
applicant’s character and involvement, a clear recommendation, and the
pastor’s contact information.

Q: How long should a recommendation letter from
pastor be?
A: Ideally, a recommendation letter from pastor should be one to two pages
long, providing enough detail to illustrate the applicant’s strengths without
being too lengthy.

Q: When is the best time to request a pastoral
recommendation letter?
A: It is best to request a recommendation letter from pastor at least two to
four weeks before the deadline to allow ample time for thoughtful
preparation.

Q: Can a recommendation letter from pastor be used
for secular purposes?
A: Yes, many employers and educational institutions value a recommendation
letter from pastor for its insight into the applicant’s character and work
ethic, even in non-religious settings.

Q: How should I thank my pastor for writing a
recommendation letter?
A: Express your gratitude with a written thank-you note or a personal
message, acknowledging the pastor’s time and effort in supporting your
application.

Q: What if my pastor is too busy to write a
recommendation letter?
A: If your pastor is unavailable, consider asking another church leader or
elder who knows you well and can provide a meaningful reference.



Q: Should the letter be printed on church letterhead?
A: Whenever possible, a recommendation letter from pastor should be printed
on official church letterhead to enhance its authenticity and
professionalism.

Q: Can I provide a draft for my pastor to use?
A: Providing a draft or key points can be helpful, but the pastor should
personalize the letter to reflect their genuine perspective and relationship
with you.

Q: What tone should a recommendation letter from
pastor use?
A: The tone should be formal, respectful, and sincere, focusing on the
applicant’s strengths and potential contributions.

Q: Are digital signatures acceptable for a
recommendation letter from pastor?
A: Many organizations accept digital signatures, but it is best to check
specific requirements and provide a scanned, signed copy if requested.
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Understanding the Power of a Pastoral
Recommendation

A recommendation letter from your pastor carries significant weight. Pastors are often viewed as
trusted community leaders with intimate knowledge of their congregants' lives, character, and faith.
Their insights offer a unique perspective that complements other forms of recommendation. This
letter isn't just about your religious affiliation; it speaks to your integrity, commitment, and overall
contributions to the community.

Why a Pastor's Recommendation Matters:

Builds Trust: A pastor's recommendation instantly builds trust with the recipient, especially in
situations where character and moral standing are paramount.
Provides Personal Insights: Pastors often have a deeper understanding of an individual's personal
growth and spiritual journey, offering unique perspectives unavailable elsewhere.
Strengthens Application: A strong letter adds substantial weight to your application, enhancing its
overall appeal.
Shows Community Involvement: It showcases your active participation and contribution within a
religious community, demonstrating your commitment and values.

How to Request a Recommendation Letter from Your
Pastor

Approaching your pastor for a recommendation requires sensitivity and careful planning. Don't just
drop by unannounced; schedule a meeting and provide ample lead time.

Crafting the Perfect Request:

Timely Request: Give your pastor at least 2-3 weeks, ideally a month, before the deadline. This
allows them sufficient time to write a thoughtful and detailed letter.
Formal Meeting: Schedule a formal meeting to discuss your request in person or via video call. This
shows respect and allows for a productive discussion.
Provide Context: Clearly explain why you need the letter, including the purpose (e.g., job
application, scholarship, graduate program), the deadline, and the recipient's information (name,
address, and email).
Offer Relevant Information: Provide your pastor with essential information: your resume, personal
statement, or any other relevant documents to help them understand your qualifications and goals.
Include a specific list of your strengths and achievements that they might highlight in the letter.



Express Gratitude: Express your sincere gratitude for their time and consideration. A thank-you note
after the meeting is a courteous gesture.

What to Include in Your Request:

Your Resume or CV: This helps your pastor understand your professional background and
achievements.
Personal Statement (if applicable): This gives them insight into your goals, values, and aspirations.
Transcripts (if applicable): For academic applications, providing transcripts is essential.
Application Materials: Provide any application materials relevant to the recommendation, such as a
personal essay, job description, or scholarship requirements.
Deadline: Clearly state the deadline for the recommendation letter.
Contact Information: Provide the recipient's full name, address, and email address.

Maximizing the Impact of Your Pastor's
Recommendation

To ensure a strong and impactful letter, consider these tips:

Highlight Relevant Experiences: Share specific examples of your character and accomplishments
relevant to the application.
Focus on Specific Qualities: Discuss particular attributes (e.g., leadership skills, teamwork,
commitment, work ethic, perseverance) that align with the application requirements.
Maintain Open Communication: Check in with your pastor after a week or two to ensure they're
making progress.
Express Gratitude: A heartfelt thank-you note, preferably a handwritten one, is always appreciated.

Conclusion

Securing a compelling recommendation letter from your pastor requires careful planning, respectful
communication, and a proactive approach. By following the steps outlined in this guide, you can
significantly increase your chances of receiving a strong letter that strengthens your application and
boosts your chances of success. Remember, a pastor's recommendation is a valuable asset,
reflecting not only your faith but also your character and overall contributions to the community.



FAQs

1. What if my pastor doesn't know me well enough to write a strong recommendation? If your pastor
doesn't know you well enough, it's best to find someone who can speak more comprehensively to
your abilities and character.

2. Can I provide my pastor with a draft of the recommendation letter? It's generally discouraged to
provide a draft. The letter should reflect the pastor's genuine opinion and writing style.

3. How long should a recommendation letter from a pastor be? Aim for a one-page letter, concisely
highlighting your key strengths and qualifications.

4. What if my pastor declines my request? Respectfully accept their decision and seek another
appropriate recommender.

5. Should I offer a gift or donation to my pastor in exchange for the letter? No. Offering a gift is
inappropriate and unethical. A sincere thank-you is sufficient.

  recommendation letter from pastor: The Pastor as Evangelist , 1984-01-01 From a minister,
professor, and recognized leader in the field of evangelism comes a challenge to pastors to take a
new look at their mission. Richard Stall Armstrong invites pastors to put on evangelistic glasses to
perceive what it means to be a pastor-evangelist in terms of personal relationships and in light of the
various factors that define evangelism. Clearly and compellingly, Armstrong shows how to take the
responsibility for evangelism seriously. He analyzes in a concrete way the many contexts of
evangelism--the difference between witnessing to the young and the old, to individuals and groups,
on the telephone or on television. He counsels pastors to adopt not a particular method but rather a
style that is nondogmatic, that blends consistency with flexibility, and, above all, one that reflects
the integrity and power of the Christian message. Biblically based, theologically sound, and
vocationally relevant, this book is full of useful ideas and practical suggestions that will benefit
pastors, professors, and seminarians.
  recommendation letter from pastor: The Traveling Minister's Handbook Ricardo Miller, Sr.,
2011-03-19 The need for successful traveling ministers is greater now than ever before. As an
individual accepts his or her calling to minister the gospel, there are some important principles and
practices one must adhere to in order to ensure they maximize their efforts in fulfilling the Great
Commission. There have been hundreds, if not thousands of men and women who have been called
to ministry and falter along the way as a result of not knowing how to structure their ministry and
develop it into an organization that is built to last. With over sixteen years developing my own
itinerant ministry, this book is a collection of experiences and thoughts beneficial for anyone
interested in developing a thriving itinerant ministry. It includes forms, contacts of organizations,
associations and companies useful for the travelling minister. In this book you will learn about: 1.
Financing your itinerant ministry 2. Marketing your ministry for growth 3. The Place of Prayer in a
Minister’s Life 4. Habits of a Successful Travelling Minister 5. Common Problems Some Traveling
Ministers Face And much, much more... This book was written for those who want to be achievers,
to do more, to grow, learn to be better and live richer and fuller lives as they maximize their
potential in the calling of God upon their lives.
  recommendation letter from pastor: From the Pastor's Desk Nerses Manoogian, 2008 Der
Nerses's well-crafted, heart-felt messages have enriched the life of St. Gregory's parish over the
years. They give a new appreciation pastoral calling of the Armenian Church's patron saint, St.



Gregory: to enlighten and guide his flock. They are a light unto our feet and a window into the life of
a vibrant parish. Tom Samuelian This newest source of spiritual renewal is a must read especially for
us as Armenian Orthodox Christians in our search for the truth and the Good News of our Lord &
Savior Jesus Christ and should serve as a source of much needed spiritual renewal among our
people. Fr. Vartan Kassabian 'From the Pastor's Desk' gives an enlightening account of the
Sacraments, Feast Days, Armenian Church customs, etiquette and traditions, Canon Law, and local
and global issues. Archpriest Rev. Fr. Nerses Manoogian has eloquently woven Scripture, poetic
prose, and humor in his book that teaches, inspires and reaffirms one's faith in Christianity. A
must-read for young and old alike. Jeanette Nazarian, Sunday School Superintendent
  recommendation letter from pastor: 21st Century Pastor David C. Fisher, 2010-08-03 The
third millennium. It's a time of tremendous opportunity for the church--and tremendous challenge.
More than ever, pastors need a model for ministry that can equip them for the rigors of a restless,
increasingly secularized culture. In the 21st Century Pastor, David Fisher explores the apostle Paul's
concept of ministry to offer a paradigm that is both biblical and relevant. Paul's view is fleshed out
with examples from Fisher's own twenty-five years of pastoral experience, presenting a roadmap for
today's pastor that is scholarly, practical, dynamic, and inspiring. The 21st Century Pastor first
addressees crucial issues of pastoral identity, the significance of geography, time, and ecclesiology.
It then explores Paul's metaphors for ministry (jars of clay, farmers and builders, servants and
stewards, and others) to reveal an accurate portrait of an effective, biblical pastor--the kind who will
speak to the heart of modern culture rather than languish on its fringes. Filling the rare role of a
pastor to pastors, Fisher's sage insights help pastors answer their own identity questions,
empowering them to minister to a deeply needy society. Says Fisher, Pastors who know what time it
is will, in the name and power of God, create communities of faith where the values of the Gospel are
embraced, taught, and lived out.
  recommendation letter from pastor: Take Him to the Streets Jonathan Gainsbrugh, 1985
  recommendation letter from pastor: Practical Letter Writing Practical Text Book Co, 1897
  recommendation letter from pastor: Pastor and Professor Donald Blosser, 2012-08-17 Pastor
and Professor is one pastor's story of a rich life filled with experiences that tested his faith and
demanded growth that was both exhilarating and painful. It is the personal story of moving from
faith as right doctrinal belief to faith as a liberating response to a loving God--a God who is always
with us, continually drawing us into the future. This dynamic understanding of faith is based on the
belief that the kingdom of God is a present reality where followers of Jesus are to be pastoral in
spirit while prophetic in living. Don Blosser weaves personal experience with public expression of an
emerging faith that wrestles candidly with the realities of life and deals with the pastor/professor
tension of integrating academic scholarship in the classroom with pastoral proclamation in the
pulpit. Pastor and Professor invites the reader to share a journey where faith is often challenged,
sometimes doubted, yet lived with enthusiasm as it is shared from the pulpit and in the college
classroom. It invites the reader to find fresh insights in the Scriptures, and to live with new hope, to
embrace life more fully, and to share more gently one's own story with others.
  recommendation letter from pastor: How to Write Successful Letters of
Recommendation Kimberly Sarmiento, 2014-12-22 Letters of recommendation are a part of every
standard school or job application. As an employer, professor, colleague, peer, or friend, chances are
that at one point or another, you will be asked to put a person on paper and every word counts. How
to Write Successful Letters of Recommendation is your one-stop source for painting the perfect
picture in just one short letter. You will learn everything you need to know about writing the perfect
letter of recommendation that will get your friend, colleague, or student accepted or hired. The most
effective letters of recommendation are accurate, succinct, descriptive, and powerful, and include
realistic evaluations of performance and capability. With ideas about how to start your letter and
topics to include, this complete guide will teach you how to do just that, as you construct the perfect
letter from start to finish. Outlined in ten easy steps, this complete guide gives you the tools you
need to write reference letters that your employees, colleagues, students, and friends will



appreciate. This book is filled with tips and tricks for personalizing the letter and making your
friend, student, employee, or coworker shine. With a word bank of powerful phrases and descriptive
words, you ll have everything you need to make your letter stand out at your fingertips. Sample
letters of recommendation are also included, along with explanations of why each one is effective
and tips for replicating these letters in just minutes. You will learn about the different types of
recommendation letters, from employment to academic to volunteer, and how to direct your letter to
the appropriate audience. You ll even learn what to do if someone you haven t worked with closely
asks you to be a reference, or how to deal with being asked for hundreds of recommendations at
once. This exhaustively researched book will even teach you how to politely avoid writing letters for
those people you aren t quite comfortable recommending. The Companion CD-ROM is filled with
templates, examples, word banks, and worksheets, so that you can easily learn to verify experience,
confirm competence, build credibility, and bolster confidence with just a simple letter. A
recommendation is more than just a letter; it s often make-or-break in a candidate s application for
school, volunteering, or employment. With the step-by-step instructions and writing guidelines in
this book, you will learn how to write introductions; opening statements; the body, including a
well-written, vivid assessment of character and work ethic; and a strong conclusion. This new book
will also teach you how to appropriately sign your letter, and will provide you with tips of re-reading
and editing it to make sure you gave an effective recommendation. We spent hundreds of hours
interviewing high school teachers, college professors, employers, and more who have nailed the art
of composing effective communications. With How to Write Successful Letters of Recommendation,
your employees, colleagues, students, and friends will see you as their go-to source to helping them
succeed in their next big venture.
  recommendation letter from pastor: The Emergence of Pastoral Authority in the French
Reformed Church (c.1555-c.1572) Gianmarco Braghi, 2021-07-19 The Emergence of Pastoral
Authority in the French Reformed Church, c.1555-c.1572 offers an account of the issues and
ambiguities connected to the implementation of the authority of the first generation of
Geneva-trained French Reformed pastors.
  recommendation letter from pastor: How to Be a Great Reference, and Get a Great
Reference Tiffany A. Riebel, 2019-02-22 How to Be a Great Reference, and Get a Great Reference
will assist you with work recommendations and so much more. How to Be a Great Reference, and
Get a Great Reference, is an extraordinarily helpful resource book for all employment questions. 16
tips for success Praised as succinct and comprehensive and skills that are so often overlooked.
  recommendation letter from pastor: A Brief History of the First Baptist Church,
Hartford First Baptist Church (Hartford, Conn.), 1876
  recommendation letter from pastor: Investigation as to the Manner ... the Board of
Parole is Operating and ... Whether There is a Necessity for a Chance ... Hearings ... Sept.
25-26, 1947; Feb. 16-18, Mar. 1-4, 9, 11, 1948 United States. Congress. House. Comm. on
Expenditures in the Executive Departments, 1948
  recommendation letter from pastor: The Young Christian's Remembrancer, in a Series
of Pastoral Letters on the Importance ... of Early Piety W. B. LEACH, 1835
  recommendation letter from pastor: The Sunday School Helper , 1874
  recommendation letter from pastor: History of Brockton, Plymouth County, Massachusetts,
1656-1894 Bradford Kingman, 1895
  recommendation letter from pastor: The Pastoral Search Journey John Vonhof, 2010-03-01
Most churches have sought out a new pastor many times, yet search committees often feel as though
they are inventing the process from scratch. In The Pastoral Search Journey, John Vonhof provides
detailed guidance for search committees to ensure a good match between pastor and congregation.
This is Vonhof's third book about the pastoral search -- but the first to discuss interim pastors,
transitions between pastors, and the use of the Internet and digital media. Vonhof advises
congregational leaders on establishing the search committee; ensuring the congregation is cared for
during the pastoral vacancy; conducting the congregational self-study and creating an information



packet; finding, communicating with, and interviewing candidates; determining selection criteria as
well as evaluating and recommending candidates; managing call negotiations; and finally welcoming
the congregation s new pastor. Sample letters, forms, and other tools are provided.
  recommendation letter from pastor: Coming To America Eric Tangumonkem, Ph.D.,
2013-08-09 Coming to America: A Journey of Faith testifies to God's unfailing provision as Dr. Eric
Tangumonkem followed His call and came to America to pursue graduate studies.
  recommendation letter from pastor: Expectations Unfulfilled: Norwegian Migrants in
Latin America, 1820-1940 , 2015-12-04 In Expectations Unfulfilled scholars from Argentina,
Belgium, Brazil, Mexico, Norway, Spain and Sweden study the experiences of Norwegian migrants in
Latin America between the Wars of Independence and World War II.
  recommendation letter from pastor: Minutes Methodist Episcopal Church. Ohio Conference,
1854
  recommendation letter from pastor: The Anatomy of Church Leaders Noel G. Clavecilla,
2020-12-16 “The church of our Lord is like a body with Christ as the Head. Since only the Head is
perfect, the body, which is the church, is subject to illness or disorderliness—just like a human
body.” The body of Christ is composed of people of diverse social, cultural, and spiritual maturity
backgrounds, so friction amongst each other is most likely to occur. There is no such thing as a
“trouble-free church” because all local churches are being led by people who have their own
imperfections. In some cases, these leaders walk in Spirit with pure godly motives, while others are
controlled by fleshly desires with selfish motives. The body of Christ needs godly human leaders to
support and maintain its orderliness. The victory or failure of a church ministry depends on the
church leaders’ “character, maturity, mindset, and practices.” This book gives the philosophies that
every church leader should possess and offers biblical and practical solutions to some of the most
common problems that every local church face, based on the many years of experience of the author.
  recommendation letter from pastor: The Pastor's Sandal Path Father Henry C. Schmid,
2010-04-16 The Pastors Sandal Path relates my envisioning of God in nature. I was privileged to
grow up with my sister and five brothers on a farm where our parents instilled in us the presence of
God in our daily lives, as well as in the majesty of Gods nature. My early schooling took place in a
one-room country school where our fantastic teacher incorporated the beauty of God and nature in
the classroom and on field trips. In the upper grades, the Dominican sisters assisted my parents in
laying a solid faith foundation. After graduation, I entered St. Mary of the Lake Seminary Mundelein
where my faith was deepened, my love of Jesus increased, and Gods presence in nature more keenly
perceived. I hope my perceptions of God in nature will help the reader to encounter God in their
ordinary experiences of life.
  recommendation letter from pastor: The Church and Cemetery Records of Hanover, Mass:
History and records of the First Congregational Church, Hanover, Mass., 1727-1865, and
inscriptions from the headstones and tombs in the cemetery at Centre Hanover, Mass., 1727-1894
Lloyd Vernon Briggs, 1895
  recommendation letter from pastor: Can a Seamless Garment be Truly Torn? Peter
Steffen, Hans Evers, 2014 The conversion of Lutz Löb and Jenny van Gelder from Judaism to Roman
Catholicism dramatically changed the lives of the extended Löb family. This scientific-historical
study traces the personal and spiritual journey of Lutz and Jenny from their baptisms in 1907
through the lives of their children. The story benefits from historical documents and pieces of oral
history from the only one of their eight children who survived the Nazi era, Paula van
Broekhoven-Löb. The abbess of Koningsoord Abbey and the abbot of Koningshoeven Abbey
generously provided access to the archives of the monasteries where the seven other Löb children
lived as nuns and monks of the Löb family. Each chapter begins with a citation from a significant
situation or event, placing the reader immediately within the lived experience of that period. Photos
of the time and the family supplement the historical narrative. The secret conversion of Lutz and
Jenny and their lifelong witness to their faith created a tear in the fabric of the extended family while
later leading to many idealized portrayals of them and their children. It is the intent of this book to



offer an accurate and balanced account, situating the Catholic Löb family within their extended
Jewish family, and to correct several decades of hagiography, so restoring humanity and dignity to
the memories of the Löb family.
  recommendation letter from pastor: The Struggle for the Soul of the SBC Walter B. Shurden,
1993
  recommendation letter from pastor: The Pastor's Husband Tiffany L. Warren, 2016-03-01
“I just love her work.” --Victoria Christopher Murray “When I read a Tiffany L. Warren novel I know
I’m going to get two things—a riveting story and a faith boost!” --ReShonda Tate Billingsley Felicia
Caldwell has a great job, a healthy bank account, and stunning good looks. But she longs for a
husband and family to go along with it. So when charismatic superstar pastor Nya Hempstead
declares that partnership is on its way, Felicia is elated—until her life becomes filled with more
curses than blessings. Five years later, someone has to pay—and that someone is Nya. Soon, Felicia
is moving to Dallas and joins the church led by Nya and her co-pastor husband, Gregory… In the
eyes of the public, Nya and Gregory have the perfect life. But their marriage is feeling the strain of
Nya’s success. While she’s hitting the talk show circuit and the bestseller list, Gregory is fading into
the background. It’s no surprise he enjoys the fawning attention of new church member, Felicia.
Little does he know her intentions are far from pure. And as she infiltrates the pastors’ lives it will
take a team of prayer warriors and heavenly intervention to save their relationship—and their
ministry. Along the way, will they remember the mission they started with? Praise for Tiffany L.
Warren’s The Favorite Son “Filled with love, betrayal, heartbreak and forgiveness.” --Kimberla
Lawson Roby “Drama swirls throughout Warren’s inspirational story.” --Library Journal, starred
review
  recommendation letter from pastor: Congregationalism Henry Martyn Dexter, 1874
  recommendation letter from pastor: Congregationalism; what it is; whence it is; how it
works; why it is better than any other form of church government; and its consequent demands ...
Second edition, revised and enlarged Henry Martyn DEXTER, 1868
  recommendation letter from pastor: Congregationalism Henry Dexter, 2023-02-01 Reprint of
the original. The publishing house Anatiposi publishes historical books as reprints. Due to their age,
these books may have missing pages or inferior quality. Our aim is to preserve these books and
make them available to the public so that they do not get lost.
  recommendation letter from pastor: Essays in Ecumenical Theology I Ivana Noble,
2018-11-26 In the first volume of Essays in Ecumenical Theology Ivana Noble depicts differences
between what she calls a sectarian outlook and one which engages in the search for common roots,
dialogical relationships and shared mission in a world that has largely become post-Christian, but
often also post-secular. Drawing on both Western and Orthodox scholarship, and expressing her own
positions, Noble sketches what ecumenical theology is, how it is linked to spirituality, the methods it
uses, how it developed during the twentieth century, and the challenges it faces. Specific studies
deal with controversial interpretations of Jan Hus, Catholic Modernism, the problematic heritage of
the totalitarian regimes, and responses to the current humanitarian crisis.
  recommendation letter from pastor: A Pastor's 25th and a Church's 150th Anniversary , 1896
  recommendation letter from pastor: Yours Always Henry Scott, 2021-12-27 YOURS
ALWAYS provides a unique and intimate window into the lives of a Southern man, forced to rebuild
his life after the Civil War, and a Northern woman with pedigree who fall in love. The story is
principally told through their nearly 1500 letters, their diaries and related historical accounts, in this
beautiful, 8-x-11-format, 705 page, showcase hardcover book. Their letters poignantly reveal their
challenges and heartaches. The unprecedented volume of their first person testimony gives a new
perspective on their world of more than 3 generations ago. And you will come to know how they
expressed their love in closing every letter, “yours always”.
  recommendation letter from pastor: Frank Leslie's Sunday Magazine , 1878 Includes music.
  recommendation letter from pastor: Manual of the Church and Names of All the Members
from the Year 1735 to Nov. 1, 1885 Springfield (Mass.). First Church of Christ, 1885



  recommendation letter from pastor: 2 Corinthians: A Short Exegetical and Pastoral
Commentary Anthony C. Thiselton, 2019-10-10 In this clear, practical, and relatively brief
commentary, Anthony Thiselton brings to bear his intimate knowledge of Paul's theology, the ancient
city of Corinth, and Paul's epistles to the church of that city. The commentary is not only critical and
exegetical, but also has a focus on practical and pastoral reflection. Second Corinthians is Paul's
most passionate epistle. It shows him to be a man of very deep feeling, who sometimes has to be
frank, even blunt, with those who seek to undermine his work. In this commentary, we see the inner
turmoil of a devoted missionary pastor and apostle. We also have the opportunity to explore how
power can be expressed through weakness by pastors and all Christians who follow a Christ
crucified and risen.
  recommendation letter from pastor: Frank Leslie's Sunday Magazine Charles Force
Deems, 1878
  recommendation letter from pastor: Bipolar Words Word Madness Healing Words: Three
Part Compendium with Larger Print O. H. Owhens, 2017-06-07 LARGER 12pt FONT & INCLUDES
PART THREE. This will challenge the conservative Christian's beliefs of where the mind can go, and
challenge the non-Christian as to what Bipolar disorder can be. Those who have mental illness and
what is called mental illness will relate to the writing and writing style: the main expression of my
hypomania and mania. The construction is partially designed to offend churchy folks and the medical
industry, a poke in the eye towards the abuses I've received from both, while seeking help. We are
all living in a stand in the gap moment of time, the Christian's 1950's frame of mind and the realities
of 2017, which I attempt to bridge in this book and the yet to be released 2nd volume. Topics
presented are defenses of the KJB, artificial intelligence, the end times, the spiritual dynamics of the
two separate but interlaced kingdoms of good and evil, humor, fiction, bipolar health, and so much
more... Presented as essays in chapters, in chronological order, all of which are related.
  recommendation letter from pastor: History of Whitingham from Its Organization to
the Present Time Leonard Brown (of Whitingham, Vt.), 1886
  recommendation letter from pastor: Ride a Twisted Mind Home J. Dixon Neuman,
2018-02-23 This story is set in the yesterday world of todays Appalachian Mountains. Two tough
men, born and raised in the mountains within a few miles of each other, plot returns to the land of
their birth, one a career, combat-decorated Marine with signs of PTSD, the other from prison, one
wounded in battle, the other in life. Jake Brewer, a man of faith, survived two combat tours in
Vietnam, returning home wounded with a chest full of medals, and recovered to complete his
military career. His marriage, rocky in the early years of Vietnam, gathered strength with time. His
faith in God, tried in combat, love, and the business world, remains strong. The Slaters are a large
family of misfits with the reputation for being vengeful troublemakers. Several own serious criminal
histories. These longtime residents of Sterling County are headed to war.
  recommendation letter from pastor: Tenacious of Their Liberties James Fenimore Cooper,
1999 Although the importance of Congregationalism in early Massachusetts has engaged historians'
attention for generations, this study is the first to approach the Puritan experience in
Congregational church government from the perspective of both the pew and the pulpit. For the past
decade, author James F. Cooper, Jr. has immersed himself in local manuscript church records. These
previously untapped documents provide a fascinating glimpse of lay-clerical relations in colonial
Massachusetts, and reveal that ordinary churchgoers shaped the development of Congregational
practices as much as the clerical and elite personages who for so long have populated histories of
this period. Cooper's new findings will both challenge existing models of church hierarchy and offer
a new dimension to our understanding of the origins of New England democracy. Refuting the idea
of clerical predominance in the governance of colonial Massachusetts churches, Cooper shows that
the laity were both informed and empowered to rule with ministers, rather than beneath them. From
the outset of the Congregational experiment, ministers articulated--and lay people
embraced--principles of limited authority, higher law, and free consent in the conduct of church
affairs. These principles were codified early on in the Cambridge Platform, which the laity used as



their standard in resisting infringements upon their rights. By neglecting the democratic
components of Congregationalism, Cooper argues, scholars have missed the larger political
significance of the movement. Congregational thought and practice in fact served as one indigenous
seedbed of several concepts that would later flourish during the Revolutionary generation, including
the notions that government derives its legitimacy from the voluntary consent of the governed, that
governors should be chosen by the governed, that rulers should be accountable to the ruled, and
that constitutional checks should limit both the governors and the people. By examining the
development of church government through the perspective of lay-clerical interchange, Cooper
comes to a fresh understanding of the sometimes noble, sometimes sordid, and sometimes rowdy
nature of church politics. His study casts new light upon Anne Hutchinson and the Antinomian
Controversy, the Cambridge Platform, the Halfway Covenant, the Reforming Synod of 1679, and the
long-standing debate over Puritan declension. Cooper argues that, in general, church government
did not divide Massachusetts culture along lay-clerical lines, but instead served as a powerful
component of a popular religion and an ideology whose fundamentals were shared by churchgoers
and most ministers throughout much of the colonial era. His is a book that will interest students of
American culture, religion, government, and history.
  recommendation letter from pastor: Life at Four Corners Carol Coburn, 1992 Defined less
by geography than by demographic character, Block, Kansas, in many ways exemplifies the
prevalent yet seldom-scrutinized ethnic, religion-based community of the rural Midwest. Physically
small, the town sprang up around four corners formed by crossroads. Spiritually strong and
cohesive, it became the educational and cultural center for generations of German-Lutheran
families. In this book Carol Coburn analyzes the powerful combination of those ethnic and religious
institutions that effectively resisted assimilation for nearly 80 years only to succumb to the
influences of the outside world during the 1930s and 1940s. Emphasizing the formal and informal
education provided by the church, school, and family, she examines the total process of how values,
identities, and all aspects of culture were transmitted from generation to generation.
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