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stargirl book is a captivating young adult novel that has enchanted readers and educators alike with its

themes of individuality, nonconformity, and the complexities of adolescence. In this comprehensive

article, you will discover what makes the stargirl book unique, explore its plot, characters, and themes,

and learn about the author behind the story. Additionally, you will find information about its literary

significance, influence on pop culture, and why it remains a popular choice in classrooms today.

Whether you are a student, teacher, or simply an avid reader, this article will provide valuable insights

into the stargirl book, its impact, and frequently asked questions. Continue reading to immerse yourself

in the world of stargirl and understand why this novel continues to resonate with audiences around the

world.
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Overview of the Stargirl Book

The stargirl book, written by acclaimed author Jerry Spinelli, is a modern classic in young adult

literature. Since its publication in 2000, it has captured the hearts of readers with its unique storyline

and memorable protagonist. Set in a typical American high school, the novel explores themes of

individuality, acceptance, and the courage to be different. The book’s title refers to its main character,

Stargirl Caraway, whose unconventional personality challenges the norms of her school and

community. Through her experiences, readers are invited to reflect on societal expectations, peer

pressure, and the importance of authenticity. The stargirl book continues to be widely read and

discussed, making it a staple in both libraries and classrooms.

Plot Summary and Setting

Set in the fictional town of Mica, Arizona, the story revolves around the arrival of Stargirl Caraway at

Mica Area High School. Her eccentric behavior, cheerful spirit, and disregard for social conventions

quickly make her both a curiosity and an outcast among her peers. The narrative unfolds through the

eyes of Leo Borlock, a typical student who finds himself fascinated by Stargirl’s free-spirited nature. As

Stargirl’s popularity rises and falls, Leo faces a dilemma: whether to embrace her uniqueness or

conform to the expectations of those around him. The stargirl book masterfully depicts the challenges

teenagers face in balancing individuality and belonging, set against the backdrop of a modern

American high school.

Main Characters in Stargirl

The stargirl book features a cast of memorable characters that bring the story to life. Each character



plays a significant role in shaping the novel’s central themes and conflicts.

Stargirl Caraway

Stargirl is the novel’s protagonist, known for her whimsical attire, kind-hearted gestures, and ability to

inspire those around her. Her real name is Susan, but she prefers the name Stargirl, reflecting her

desire to be different. Stargirl’s actions often defy social norms, such as singing Happy Birthday to

classmates and cheering for both teams at sporting events. Her refusal to conform sets her apart and

drives the narrative.

Leo Borlock

Leo serves as the narrator and Stargirl’s love interest. He is an ordinary student who becomes

captivated by Stargirl’s uniqueness. However, Leo struggles with the pressure to fit in and must make

difficult choices about loyalty and acceptance throughout the story.

Supporting Characters

Archie Brubaker: A retired paleontologist and mentor to Stargirl and Leo, offering wisdom and

perspective.

Kevin Quinlan: Leo’s best friend and co-host of the school’s television show, “Hot Seat.”

Hillari Kimble: A popular student opposed to Stargirl’s presence, representing the voice of

conformity.



Key Themes and Motifs

The stargirl book explores several important themes that resonate with readers of all ages. These

themes contribute to the novel’s enduring popularity and literary significance.

Individuality and Nonconformity

At its core, the stargirl book celebrates the courage to be different. Stargirl’s refusal to blend in with

her peers serves as a powerful reminder of the value of authenticity. The novel encourages readers to

embrace their unique qualities, even in the face of criticism or isolation.

Peer Pressure and Acceptance

The story highlights the challenges of peer pressure and the human desire for acceptance. Leo’s

internal conflict illustrates the difficulties of choosing between personal happiness and societal

approval. The stargirl book prompts readers to consider the consequences of conformity and the

importance of standing up for one’s beliefs.

Kindness and Compassion

Random acts of kindness are a recurring motif throughout the novel. Stargirl’s thoughtful gestures,

such as leaving anonymous gifts and supporting classmates in need, demonstrate the impact of

compassion on a community. The book suggests that kindness can be transformative, even in a world

that discourages it.



About the Author: Jerry Spinelli

Jerry Spinelli is a renowned American author known for his contributions to children’s and young adult

literature. With a career spanning several decades, Spinelli has written numerous award-winning

novels, including Maniac Magee and Milkweed. His writing often explores themes of identity, empathy,

and the challenges faced by young people. The stargirl book stands out as one of his most celebrated

works, praised for its nuanced characters and thought-provoking narrative. Spinelli’s approachable

style and insightful storytelling continue to inspire readers and educators alike.

Literary Significance and Critical Reception

Since its release, the stargirl book has received widespread acclaim from critics and readers. It has

been recognized for its honest portrayal of adolescent struggles and its unique approach to the

coming-of-age genre. The novel has earned several awards, including the ALA Top Ten Best Books

for Young Adults and the Parents’ Choice Gold Award. Educators frequently include the stargirl book

in curricula due to its relatable themes and discussion-worthy content. Critics have praised Spinelli’s

ability to create multidimensional characters and convey complex emotions with clarity and sensitivity.

Stargirl in Popular Culture

The influence of the stargirl book extends beyond the pages of the novel. Its popularity has inspired a

range of adaptations and cultural references. In 2020, a film adaptation was released, bringing the

story to a new generation of viewers. The character of Stargirl has become an icon for individuality and

self-expression, frequently referenced in discussions about youth empowerment and nonconformity.

Book clubs, educators, and fans continue to celebrate the story’s message through creative projects,

essays, and social media discussions.



Why Stargirl Book is Popular in Schools

The stargirl book is a favorite among teachers and students for several reasons. Its accessible writing

style and relevant themes make it suitable for middle and high school readers. The novel’s exploration

of peer dynamics, self-identity, and kindness provides a foundation for meaningful classroom

discussions and projects. Many educators use the stargirl book to encourage empathy, critical thinking,

and open dialogue about the pressures faced by today’s youth. Its inclusion in reading lists and

literature circles helps foster a love of reading while addressing important social and emotional topics.

Frequently Asked Questions about Stargirl Book

Q: What is the main message of the stargirl book?

A: The main message of the stargirl book is to embrace individuality and remain true to oneself, even

when faced with pressure to conform. It encourages readers to celebrate uniqueness, show kindness,

and value authenticity.

Q: Who is the author of the stargirl book?

A: The stargirl book was written by Jerry Spinelli, a well-known author of young adult and children’s

literature.

Q: What age group is the stargirl book appropriate for?

A: The stargirl book is recommended for readers aged 12 and up, making it suitable for middle school

and high school students.



Q: Has the stargirl book been adapted into a movie?

A: Yes, the stargirl book was adapted into a film released in 2020, which helped introduce the story to

a broader audience.

Q: What are some major themes in the stargirl book?

A: Major themes include individuality, peer pressure, kindness, nonconformity, and the importance of

self-acceptance.

Q: Why do schools include the stargirl book in their curriculum?

A: Schools include the stargirl book because it addresses relevant social and emotional issues,

encourages empathy, and prompts meaningful class discussions.

Q: Is stargirl a real name in the book?

A: Stargirl is the nickname chosen by the protagonist; her given name is Susan Caraway, but she

prefers Stargirl as it reflects her unique personality.

Q: What is the setting of the stargirl book?

A: The story is set in the fictional town of Mica, Arizona, primarily at Mica Area High School.

Q: What impact has the stargirl book had on readers?

A: The stargirl book has inspired readers to embrace their individuality, practice kindness, and reflect

on the effects of conformity and peer pressure.



Q: Does the stargirl book have a sequel?

A: Yes, there is a sequel titled "Love, Stargirl," which continues Stargirl’s story from her own

perspective.
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Star Girl Book: A Deep Dive into Jerry Spinelli's
Beloved Novel

Are you ready to fall in love with a truly unique character? Then prepare to enter the world of
Stargirl, Jerry Spinelli's captivating young adult novel. This isn't your typical high school story; it's a
celebration of individuality, authenticity, and the courage to be yourself, no matter the cost. This
comprehensive guide will explore everything Stargirl – from its compelling plot and unforgettable
characters to its enduring themes and lasting impact. We'll delve into the book's critical reception,
explore its relevance to today's world, and even offer some insightful discussion points for book
clubs.

A Whimsical Introduction to Stargirl Caraway

The story unfolds at Mica High School in Arizona, a seemingly ordinary high school until the arrival
of Stargirl Caraway. Stargirl isn't ordinary; she's eccentric, captivating, and utterly herself. She
plays the ukulele, wears unique outfits, and brings a refreshing sense of wonder to a school obsessed
with conformity. Her unconventional ways immediately draw the attention of Leo Borlock, the
narrator, a relatively unnoticed student who finds himself drawn into Stargirl’s orbit.

#### Stargirl's Unconventional Charm

What makes Stargirl so captivating? It's not just her unusual style or her quirky habits. It's her
genuine kindness, her unwavering belief in the good in people, and her ability to see the beauty in
the everyday. She genuinely cares about others, offering heartfelt gestures and embracing everyone,
regardless of their social standing. This contrasts sharply with the superficiality and cliques that
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dominate Mica High.

The Power of Authenticity: Stargirl's Impact on Mica High

Stargirl's impact on Mica High is profound, though not always positive. Her unconventionality
challenges the established social order, causing both admiration and resentment. While some
embrace her spirit, others find her disruptive and different. This creates a fascinating exploration of
conformity versus individuality, forcing readers to consider the pressures of fitting in versus the
importance of self-expression.

#### The Ripple Effect of Stargirl's Actions

Stargirl's actions, however small, have a significant ripple effect throughout the school. Her simple
acts of kindness, her unwavering belief in herself, and her dedication to celebrating individuality
inspire others to question the status quo. She shows us that even small acts of rebellion against
conformity can make a big difference.

Leo Borlock: The Observer and the Participant

Leo initially observes Stargirl from afar, fascinated by her unique spirit. He's drawn to her
authenticity, a stark contrast to his own desire to blend in. As their relationship develops, Leo
becomes a participant in Stargirl's world, experiencing the joy and the pain that come with
embracing individuality. His journey of self-discovery mirrors the reader's own reflection on the
themes presented in the novel.

#### Leo's Transformation Through Stargirl

Leo's transformation is a crucial element of the novel. He starts as an observer, but through his
relationship with Stargirl, he learns to appreciate the power of authenticity and to find his own
voice. His journey mirrors the reader's, encouraging introspection and a reevaluation of societal
pressures.

Themes Explored in Stargirl

Stargirl explores several crucial themes:

Individuality vs. Conformity: The central conflict of the novel revolves around the tension between
being true to oneself and conforming to societal expectations.
Authenticity and Self-Expression: The novel celebrates the importance of expressing oneself
authentically, regardless of societal pressures.
The Power of Kindness and Compassion: Stargirl's actions demonstrate the transformative power of
kindness and compassion.



Acceptance and Belonging: The novel explores the search for acceptance and belonging,
highlighting the importance of embracing differences.
The Price of Popularity: The story challenges the pursuit of popularity and the superficiality of social
status.

The Enduring Legacy of Stargirl

Stargirl remains a relevant and powerful novel today. Its exploration of individuality, authenticity,
and the courage to be different resonates deeply with readers of all ages. The novel's message of
kindness, acceptance, and self-expression continues to inspire and challenge, reminding us of the
importance of staying true to ourselves in a world that often pressures us to conform.

Conclusion

Stargirl is more than just a young adult novel; it's a poignant exploration of identity, authenticity,
and the courage to be different. It's a story that stays with you long after you finish reading,
prompting reflection on the pressures of conformity and the importance of embracing individuality.
Whether you're a longtime fan or a new reader, Stargirl offers a timeless message of hope and
inspiration.

FAQs

1. Is Stargirl appropriate for all ages? While generally suitable for young adults, some mature
themes might require discussion with younger readers.

2. What makes Stargirl different from other young adult novels? Its unique focus on authenticity and
the celebration of unconventional behavior sets it apart.

3. Are there any sequels to Stargirl? Yes, there is a sequel called Love, Stargirl.

4. What are the main criticisms of Stargirl? Some criticize the somewhat idealized portrayal of
Stargirl and the simplistic resolution of certain conflicts.

5. Is Stargirl a good choice for a book club? Absolutely! Its themes spark lively discussions and offer
plenty of opportunities for different interpretations.

  stargirl book: Stargirl Jerry Spinelli, 2011-05-05 Now a film on Disney+, STARGIRL is a classic
of our time that celebrates being true to ourselves and the thrill of first love. A life-changing read
that touches souls of all ages. She's as magical as the desert sky. As mysterious as her own name.



Nobody knows who she is or where she's from. But everyone loves her for being different. And she
captures Leo's heart with just one smile. STARGIRL is a classic of our time that celebrates being
true to ourselves and the thrill of first love. A life-changing read that touches souls of all ages.
  stargirl book: Love, Stargirl Jerry Spinelli, 2011-05-05 By award-winning author Jerry Spinelli,
the story of Stargirl continues... The emotive sequel to the bestselling modern classic, STARGIRL, by
Jerry Spinelli - soon to be an original film on Disney+! In the form of letters to Leo, written over the
course of a year, this moving and lyrical book charts Stargirl's feelings as she comes to terms with
the loss of Leo and starts to make new friends.
  stargirl book: Eggs Jerry Spinelli, 2007-06-01 Nine-year-old David has recently lost his mother
to a freak accident, his salesman father is constantly on the road, and he is letting his anger out on
his grandmother. Sarcastic and bossy 13-year-old Primrose lives with her childlike, fortuneteller
mother, and a framed picture is the only evidence of the father she never knew. Despite their
differences, David and Primrose forge a tight yet tumultuous friendship, eventually helping each
other deal with what is missing in their lives. This powerful, quirky novel about two very
complicated, damaged children has much to say about friendship, loss, and recovery.
  stargirl book: Dead Wednesday Jerry Spinelli, 2021-08-03 Can playing dead bring you back to
life? Maybe on Dead Wednesday… On this day the worlds of a shy boy and a gone girl collide, and
the connection they make will change them both forever. A brilliant new novel from the Newbery
Medal winner and author of the New York Times bestseller Stargirl. Jerry Spinelli has created
another middle grade masterpiece. —BookPage, starred review On Dead Wednesday, every eighth
grader in Amber Springs is assigned the name and identity of a teenager who died a preventable
death in the past year. The kids don black shirts and for the whole day everyone in town pretends
they're invisible—as if they weren't even there. The adults think it will make them contemplate their
mortality. The kids know it's a free pass to get away with anything. Worm Tarnauer feels invisible
every day. He's perfectly happy being the unnoticed sidekick of his friend Eddie. So he's not
expecting Dead Wednesday to feel that different. But he didn't count on being assigned Becca Finch
(17, car crash). And he certainly didn't count on Becca showing up to boss him around! Letting this
girl into his head is about to change everything. This is the story of the unexpected, heartbreaking,
hilarious, truly epic day when Worm Tarnauer discovers his own life.
  stargirl book: The Warden's Daughter Jerry Spinelli, 2017-01-03 From Newbery Medalist
Jerry Spinelli comes the story of a girl searching for happiness inside the walls of a prison. And don't
miss the author's highly anticipated new novel, Dead Wednesday! Cammie O'Reilly lives at the
Hancock County Prison--not as a prisoner, she's the warden's daughter. She spends the mornings
hanging out with shoplifters and reformed arsonists in the women's excercise yard, which gives
Cammie a certain cache with her school friends. But even though Cammie's free to leave the prison,
she's still stuck. And sad, and really mad. Her mother died saving her from harm when she was just
a baby. You wouldn't think you could miss something you never had, but on the eve of her thirteenth
birthday, the thing Cammie most wants is a mom. A prison might not be the best place to search for
a mother, but Cammie is determined and she's willing to work with what she's got. A tapestry of
grief and redemption, woven by a master storyteller ....Moving and memorable. --Kirkus Reviews,
Starred Review
  stargirl book: Star Girl Henry Winterfeld, 2015-08-19 This Dover edition, first published in
2015, is an unabridged republication of the work originally published by Harcourt, Brace and
Company, New York, in 1957--Title page verso.
  stargirl book: How Not to Be Popular Jennifer Ziegler, 2008-01-08 Maggie Dempsey is tired of
moving all over the country. Her parents are second-generation hippies who uproot her every year
or so to move to a new city. When Maggie was younger, she thought it was fun and adventurous.
Now that she’s a teenager, she hates it. When she moved after her freshman year, she left behind
good friends, a great school, and a real feeling of belonging. When she moved her sophomore year,
she left behind a boyfriend, too. Now that they’ve moved to Austin, she knows better. She’s not
going to make friends. She’s not going to fit in. Anything to prevent her from liking this new place



and them from liking her. Only . . . things don’t go exactly as planned.
  stargirl book: Knots in My Yo-Yo String Jerry Spinelli, 2009-01-21 Newbery medalist Jerry
Spinelli has penned his early autobiography with all the warmth, humor, and drama of his
best-selling fiction. And don't miss the author's highly anticipated new novel, Dead Wednesday! A
master of those embarrassing, gloppy, painful, and suddenly wonderful things that happen on the
razor's edge between childhood and full-fledged adolescence --The Washington Post From first
memories through high school, including first kiss, first punch, first trip to the principal's office, and
first humiliating sports experience, this is not merely an account of a highly unusual childhood.
Rather, like Spinelli's fiction, its appeal lies in the accessibility and universality of his life.
Entertaining and fast-paced, this is a highly readable memoir-- a must-have for Spinelli fans of all
ages.
  stargirl book: How to Save a Life Sara Zarr, 2019-01-10 Everyone knows how to live, be who
they are, find their place. But I'm still waiting. Jill's life lost all meaning when her dad died. Friends,
boyfriends, college – nothing matters any more. Then her mother drops a bombshell. She's going to
adopt a baby. Mandy is desperate for her life to change. Seventeen, pregnant and leaving home, she
is sure of only one thing – her baby must never have a life like hers, whatever it takes.
Heart-achingly beautiful, How to Save a Life is about finding love, truth and your place in the
world... all where you least expect it.
  stargirl book: Read Me Like A Book Liz Kessler, 2015-05-14 'An important contribution to the
YA literary canon and a welcome reminder that love is love, no matter what.' - Jodi Picoult, New York
Times bestselling author The first YA novel from bestselling author Liz Kessler, Read Me Like A
Book is a brave, honest and vital coming-out story that follows one girl's exploration of love, identity
and sexuality. Ashleigh Walker is having a difficult year. She's struggling at school, and coming
home to parents who are on the verge of divorce. She knows she should be happy spending time
with her boyfriend - but, for some reason, being around him just makes her worry more. It's only in
her English teacher, Miss Murray, that she feels she's found a kindred spirit. Miss Murray helps
Ashleigh develop her writing skills and her confidence - but what happens when boundaries begin to
blur? What will the repercussions be for Ashleigh? And how will she navigate her own sexuality?
  stargirl book: Lab Partners Mora Montgomery, 2020-03-12 Sometimes, it all comes down to
chemistry... Unassuming outcast Elliot Goldman is just trying to get through his final year of high
school-until he meets his new lab partner, Jordan Hughes. Sweet, charming, and charismatic, Jordan
opens Elliot's eyes to the possibilities around him, and gives him butterflies like nobody's business.
Together they fight high school scrutiny, repel bullies with punk rock, and celebrate who they are in
this heartwarming exploration of what it means to fall in love for the very first time.
  stargirl book: Transparent Light Blue Kiyoko Iwami, 2019-04-02 Ritsu is willing to do anything
for her best friend Ichika, including the intimate act of cleaning her ears. But when Ichika starts
dating a boy, Ritsu realizes that she wants to be more than friends. Will Ichika push her away when
Ritsu reveals her innermost feelings?
  stargirl book: Space Station Seventh Grade Jerry Spinelli, 2014-07-15 Now a seventh grader,
Jason finds out the hard way just how different things are where ninth graders are the kings.
  stargirl book: Winning Moves Louise Park, 2015 Can the cadets save an underwater world
from being poisoned and the aquamantas from getting sick?
  stargirl book: Milkweed Jerry Spinelli, 2011-05-05 This is the true story of Jews and Gypsies in
Warsaw during the Nazi occupation. But it is also the story of a street orphan who survives on quick
thinking schemes to find food: who believes in bread, mothers and angels. A tragic but beautiful
account through the eyes of the innocent.
  stargirl book: Call Me Star Girl Louise Beech, 2019-02-18 A taut, emotive, devastating dark
and all-consuming psychological thriller, reminiscent of Play Misty for Me ... from the critically
acclaimed author of Maria in the Moon and The Lion Tamer Who Lost... ***WINNER of Best
magazine's BIG Book of the Year 2019*** ***LONGLISTED for Guardian's NOT THE BOOKER
PRIZE*** 'A complex and layered tale that charmed me as a much as it traumatised me. An



atmospheric, haunting and beautifully written page turner!' C L Taylor 'Noirish psychological thriller
with fascinating, disturbing characters. Compelling, twisty, and seriously addictive. EXCELLENT'
Will Dean 'As twisty and deadly as barbed wire, this book will leave you breathless' Erin Kelly
_____________ Stirring up secrets can be deadly ... especially if they're yours... Pregnant Victoria
Valbon was brutally murdered in an alley three weeks ago – and her killer hasn't been caught.
Tonight is Stella McKeever's final radio show. The theme is secrets. You tell her yours, and she'll
share some of hers. Stella might tell you about Tom, a boyfriend who likes to play games, about the
mother who abandoned her, now back after fourteen years. She might tell you about the perfume
bottle with the star-shaped stopper, or about her father ... What Stella really wants to know is more
about the mysterious man calling the station ... who says he knows who killed Victoria, and has
proof. Tonight is the night for secrets, and Stella wants to know everything... With echoes of the Play
Misty for Me, Call Me Star Girl is a taut, emotive and all-consuming psychological thriller that plays
on our deepest fears, providing a stark reminder that stirring up dark secrets from the past can be
deadly... _______________ 'It's a slow burn at first until it twists and turns at a head-staggering rate to
a devastating climax. Original, moody and totally gripping' Claire Allan 'Louise Beech blasts into the
world of thriller writing with this moody and tense tale. With secrets, lies and plenty of twisty turns,
it's story is dark and it's setting eerie and evocative. Definitely one where you might look over your
shoulder more than once while reading!' Fionnuala Kearney 'An original story and beautifully
written, so atmospheric ... Dark, mesmerising and utterly devastating' SJI Holliday 'Beech has used
her unique flair and constructed a crime fiction story that will have you frantically turning the pages
until you get to the end' Michael Wood 'It's EXTRAORDINARY – tense, twisted and utterly
compelling, written with such raw beauty and unflinching honesty' Miranda Dickinson 'A thriller
with heart, passion and twists that will surprise even the most astute readers' John Marrs 'With Call
Me Star Girl, Louise proves that she can blow us all away with her writing powers – in whatever
genre she chooses' Jack Jordan 'A smart, complex and beautifully written psychological thriller, with
a raw intensity at it's heart. Twisty, addictive and completely compelling, this powerful story will
keep you hooked and leave you haunted' Best Magazine 'Call Me Star Girl is a unique psychological
thriller which is packed with tension and suspense ... A dark and atmospheric read which sends
shivers down your spine' Irish Independent 'Part psychological thriller, part literary noir and part
tragic family drama, its multiple strands slowly merge to reveal a captivating truth' Heat 'MUST
READ' Daily Express 'Psychologically unsettling and with a sting in the tail, it's another cracker
published by Orenda Books' Russel McLean
  stargirl book: Chasing the Stars Malorie Blackman, 2016-04-21 Olivia (Vee), is now captain of
her own spaceship, an Explorer Vessel which set out seven years earlier on a deep space mission.
She and her twin brother Aidan are heading alone back to Earth following the virus that wiped out
the rest of the ship in its entirety three years earlier âe including their parents. Nathan is part of a
community heading in the opposite direction. A violent war is spreading through space so
theyâe(tm)re heading for a peaceful patch from where they will plan an uprising. But on their
journey, Nathanâe(tm)s ship is attacked and most of the community killed. Only a few survive,
thanks to Vee and Aidan, who rescue them, bringing them on board their ship. Nathan and Vee are
instantly attracted to each other, and in the midst of all the dramas and hostilities of this newly
occupied ship, they fall head-over-heels in love. But not everyone is happy with their relationship.
Someone is sowing rumours of Nathanâe(tm)s infidelity, Veeâe(tm)s flaws, and putting the lives of
everybody on board at risk . . .
  stargirl book: Spontaneous Aaron Starmer, 2017-05-04 'Truly the smartest and funniest book
about spontaneous combustion you will ever read' JOHN GREEN, #1 bestselling author of THE
FAULT IN OUR STARS A TIME magazine Top 10 YA Book of 2016! Mara's senior year is proving to
be a lot less exciting than she'd hoped, until the day - KABAM! - Katelyn Ogden explodes during third
period. Katelyn is the first, but she won't be the last senior to explode without warning or
explanation. The body count grows and the search is on for a reason, while the students continue to
pop like balloons. But if bombs or terrorists or a government conspiracy aren't to blame, what is?



With the help of her oldest friend, her new boyfriend, a power ballad and a homemade disco ball,
will Mara make it to graduation in one piece? It's going to be one hell of a year, where the only test
is how to stay alive and where falling in love might be the worst thing you can do . . .
  stargirl book: New Girl Louise Park, 2015 Star Girl and her roommate discover not all dangers
come from hairy aliens or strange planets.
  stargirl book: Jake and Lily Jerry Spinelli, 2013-10-03 For almost as long as they can
remember, Jake and Lily have shared a special sense. But their bond seems to be weakening as, at
age 11, Jake starts spending more time with new friends than with Lily; upset and rejected, Lily has
no one to confide in except her grandfather. Lily tries to find out who she is without her brother, but
it's hard work. Her feeling of abandonment is as sharply felt as Jake's need to test his independence.
Spinelli celebrates each child's individualism and growing self-awareness.
  stargirl book: The Stargirl Collection Jerry Spinelli, 2012-12-11 This ebook collection
contains the complete text of Stargirl, Jerry Spinelli's modern classic for young readers, and its
acclaimed follow-up, Love, Stargirl.
  stargirl book: Adam Canfield of the Slash Michael Winerip, 2011-05-10 Between laughs,
readers will be prompted to think — about what constitutes truth, how the media massages it, and
the importance of ethics, fairness, and getting the facts right. — Publishers Weekly (starred review)
Adam Canfield has to be the most overprogrammed middle-school student in America. So when
super-organized Jennifer coaxes him to be coeditor of their school newspaper, THE SLASH, he
wonders if he’s made a big mistake. But when a third-grader’s article leads to a big scoop, Adam and
his fellow junior journalists rise to the challenge of receiving their principal’s wrath to uncover some
scandalous secrets. From a Pulitzer Prize-winning author and New York Times columnist comes a
funny, inspiring debut that sneaks in some lessons on personal integrity — and captures the rush
that’s connected to the breaking of a really great story.
  stargirl book: The Watcher Jeanette Winter, 2011-04-05 Acclaimed picture book biographer
Jeanette Winter has found her perfect subject: Jane Goodall, the great observer of chimpanzees.
Follow Jane from her childhood in London watching a robin on her windowsill, to her years in the
African forests of Gombe, Tanzania, invited by brilliant scientist Louis Leakey to observe chimps, to
her worldwide crusade to save these primates who are now in danger of extinction, and their
habitat. Young animal lovers and Winter's many fans will welcome this fascinating and moving
portrait of an extraordinary person and the animals to whom she has dedicated her life. The Watcher
was named a Best Book of the Year by the Boston Globe, Kirkus Reviews, Booklist, and the Bank
Street College of Education.
  stargirl book: The Art of Being Normal Lisa Williamson, 2016-05-31 An inspiring and timely
debut novel from Lisa Williamson, The Art of Being Normal is about two transgender friends who
figure out how to navigate teen life with help from each other. David Piper has always been an
outsider. His parents think he's gay. The school bully thinks he's a freak. Only his two best friends
know the real truth: David wants to be a girl. On the first day at his new school Leo Denton has one
goal: to be invisible. Attracting the attention of the most beautiful girl in his class is definitely not
part of that plan. When Leo stands up for David in a fight, an unlikely friendship forms. But things
are about to get messy. Because at Eden Park School secrets have a funny habit of not staying secret
for long , and soon everyone knows that Leo used to be a girl. As David prepares to come out to his
family and transition into life as a girl and Leo wrestles with figuring out how to deal with people
who try to define him through his history, they find in each other the friendship and support they
need to navigate life as transgender teens as well as the courage to decide for themselves what
normal really means.
  stargirl book: Three's a Crowd Laura Dower, 2013-12-31 DIVDIVBeing stuck at home with the
flu is bad, but being heartsick is worse!/divDIV Ugh! Maddie and her BFFs Fiona and Aimee all have
the flu and need to stay home from school. Maddie is so sick that Gramma Helen has to fly in from
Chicago to take care of her while her mom works. Trapped in bed, Maddie’s only interaction with
the outside world is through her computer and her bedroom window. When she spies a cute boy next



door, she wonders how she never noticed him before. The boy is Josh Turner—a ninth grader—and
Maddie certainly notices him now. Josh seems to be flirting with her, and Maddie is falling hard. It
seems her long-held crush on Hart has faded. Is it possible that Maddie has had a change of
heart?/div/div
  stargirl book: The Tree Climber’s Guide Jack Cooke, 2016-04-07 ‘After I finished this book I
alarmed my family by going into the garden and climbing the apple tree.’ – Damian Whitworth, The
Times
  stargirl book: Shut Down Louise Park, 2011 Planet Rednessis has been plunged into darkness
and the reptaliens are turning on each other. When SC Star Girl is sent with her two besties to find
out why they learn that being kept in the dark can be destructive. Can the cadets sort themselves
out in time to save the planet and its reptaliens?
  stargirl book: Stargirl Jerry Spinelli, 2002-05-14 ONE OF TIME MAGAZINE’S 100 BEST YA
BOOKS OF ALL TIME • NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER A modern-day classic from Newbery
Medalist Jerry Spinelli, this beloved celebration of individuality is now an original movie on Disney+!
And don't miss the author's highly anticipated new novel, Dead Wednesday! Stargirl. From the day
she arrives at quiet Mica High in a burst of color and sound, the hallways hum with the murmur of
“Stargirl, Stargirl.” She captures Leo Borlock’ s heart with just one smile. She sparks a school-spirit
revolution with just one cheer. The students of Mica High are enchanted. At first. Then they turn on
her. Stargirl is suddenly shunned for everything that makes her different, and Leo, panicked and
desperate with love, urges her to become the very thing that can destroy her: normal. In this
celebration of nonconformity, Newbery Medalist Jerry Spinelli weaves a tense, emotional tale about
the perils of popularity and the thrill and inspiration of first love. Don’t miss the sequel, Love,
Stargirl, as well as The Warden’s Daughter, a novel about another girl who can't help but stand out.
“Spinelli is a poet of the prepubescent. . . . No writer guides his young characters, and his readers,
past these pitfalls and challenges and toward their futures with more compassion.” —The New York
Times
  stargirl book: Lily's Shimmering Spell Vivian French, 2013 Lily and her friends in Team
Starlight can't wait to be Stargirls But first they have to earn their magic stars - and it's not going to
be easy with Lily's Great Aunt Acidity around.
  stargirl book: Things Not Seen Andrew Clements, 2006-04-20 Winner of American Library
Association Schneider Family Book Award! Bobby Phillips is an average fifteen-year-old-boy. Until
the morning he wakes up and can't see himself in the mirror. Not blind, not dreaming-Bobby is just
plain invisible. There doesn't seem to be any rhyme or reason to Bobby's new condition; even his dad
the physicist can't figure it out. For Bobby that means no school, no friends, no life. He's a missing
person. Then he meets Alicia. She's blind, and Bobby can't resist talking to her, trusting her. But
people are starting to wonder where Bobby is. Bobby knows that his invisibility could have
dangerous consequences for his family and that time is running out. He has to find out how to be
seen again-before it's too late.
  stargirl book: Weetzie Bat Francesca Lia Block, 2009-10-06 “Transcendent.” —New York
Times Book Review “Magnificent.” —Village Voice “Sparkling.” —Publishers Weekly Francesca Lia
Block’s dazzling debut novel, Weetzie Bat, is not only a genre-shattering, critically acclaimed gem,
it's also widely recognized as a classic of young adult literature, having captivated readers for
generations. This coming-of-age novel follows the eponymous Weetzie Bat and her best friend Dirk
as they navigate life and love in a timeless, dreamlike version of Los Angeles. When Weetzie is
granted three wishes by a genie, she discovers that there are unexpected ramifications…. Winner of
the prestigious Phoenix Award, Weetzie Bat is a beautiful, poetic work of magical realism that is
perfect for fans of Laura Ruby, Neil Gaiman, and Kelly Link.
  stargirl book: Hate Alan Gibbons, 2014-04-10 Eve's older sister, Rosie, was bright and alive
and always loved being the centre of attention. Then one day, she is brutally murdered. Six months
later, Eve meets Antony and discovers that he was there the night Rosie died and did nothing to
help. Is there any way she can ever get past that? Inspired by the tragic murder of Sophie Lancaster,



which saw Sophie and her partner Rob viciously attacked in Stubbylee Park, Bacup, Lancashire
because of the way they dressed, this is a hard-hitting real-life thriller about friendship, courage,
loss, forgiveness and about our society and communities.
  stargirl book: STARGIRL NARAYAN CHANGDER, 2024-06-13 THE STARGIRL MCQ
(MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS) SERVES AS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR INDIVIDUALS
AIMING TO DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF VARIOUS COMPETITIVE EXAMS, CLASS
TESTS, QUIZ COMPETITIONS, AND SIMILAR ASSESSMENTS. WITH ITS EXTENSIVE
COLLECTION OF MCQS, THIS BOOK EMPOWERS YOU TO ASSESS YOUR GRASP OF THE
SUBJECT MATTER AND YOUR PROFICIENCY LEVEL. BY ENGAGING WITH THESE
MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS, YOU CAN IMPROVE YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE SUBJECT,
IDENTIFY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT, AND LAY A SOLID FOUNDATION. DIVE INTO THE
STARGIRL MCQ TO EXPAND YOUR STARGIRL KNOWLEDGE AND EXCEL IN QUIZ
COMPETITIONS, ACADEMIC STUDIES, OR PROFESSIONAL ENDEAVORS. THE ANSWERS TO THE
QUESTIONS ARE PROVIDED AT THE END OF EACH PAGE, MAKING IT EASY FOR PARTICIPANTS
TO VERIFY THEIR ANSWERS AND PREPARE EFFECTIVELY.
  stargirl book: Who Put That Hair in My Toothbrush? Jerry Spinelli, 2014-07-15 Who Put That
Hair in My Toothbrush? Sibling rivalry at its finest! Whether it's on the hockey ice, at school, or at
home, Greg and Megin just can't seem to get along. She calls him Grosso, he calls her Megamouth.
They battle with donuts, cockroaches, and hair. Will it take a tragedy for them to realize how much
they actually care for each other?
  stargirl book: Sticky Tricks Louise Park, 2011 An evil force has struck planet Perilenda and
the skunettas are disappearing. When Space Captains Star Girl and Supernova 1 are sent to
investigate they soon learn that seeing isn't always believing. Can they see through the evil tricks in
time to save the alien skunettas?
  stargirl book: What the Dinosaurs Did Last Night Refe Tuma, Susan Tuma, 2015-10-20 From
the creative parents who brought the world the web sensation Dinovember comes photographic
proof of what toys get up to when the rest of the house is asleep. You might have noticed weird
things happening in your house. Unexplainable messes. Food all over the kitchen floor. Who could
the culprits be? Dinosaurs! Boasting bright and hilarious photographs, along with a story written
from the point of view of an older, wiser sibling, Refe and Susan Tuma's picture book documents a
very messy adventure that shows just what the dinosaurs did last night.
  stargirl book: Ava's Sparkling Spell Vivian French, 2013 Welcome to Stargirl Academy, the
magical school in the clouds Previously a rather old-fashioned establishment, it has been reopened
by its head teacher to train children to be modern day fairy godmothers. Fairy Mary McBee selects a
group of girls: Lily, Ava, Madison, Sophie, Emma, Olivia - and Melody and Jackson who think they're
better than everyone else. The girls learn lots of spells - shimmering, starry, shining, sparkling,
glittering and twinkling ones - which they use to fix problems and help people in trouble.
  stargirl book: Good Vs Evil Louise Park, 2011 Adelaide Banks has made it into the captains
year of the SEAS Space Agent program. Does Second Year Space Captain Star Girl have what it
takes to save space - one planet at a time? Planet Molteyser's springs are losing their minerals and
the brontoneysers are getting sick. When Space Captains Star Girl, Galactic 6 and Star Cluster are
sent to investigate they find there's more than just hot springs letting off steam. Can they keep their
cool and save the planet and its alien brontoneysers?
  stargirl book: Ugly Robert Hoge, 2016-09-06 Robert Hoge has done pretty much every kind of
writing there is. He has worked as a journalist, a speechwriter, a science writer, and a political
advisor. He's also written numerous short stories, articles, and interviews that have been published
in Australia and overseas. When he's not writing, Robert enjoys photography and talking with people
about looking different and being disabled. He lives in Brisbane, Australia and is married and has
two amazing daughters. Visit him at RobertHoge.com and follow him @RobertHoge.
  stargirl book: Wringer Jerry Spinelli, 2009-10-13 Newbery Honor Book * ALA Notable
Children's Book Deeply felt. Presents a moral question with great care and sensitivity. —The New



York Times A spellbinding story about rites of passage. —Publishers Weekly (starred review) A
realistic story with the intensity of a fable. —The Horn Book (starred review) Thought-provoking.
—School Library Journal (starred review) In Palmer LaRue's hometown of Waymer, turning ten is the
biggest event of a boy's life. But for Palmer, his tenth birthday is not something to look forward to,
but something to dread. Then one day, a visitor appears on his windowsill, and Palmer knows that
this, more than anything else, is a sign that his time is up. Somehow, he must learn how to stop
being afraid and stand up for what he believes in. Wringer is a powerful tour de force from Newbery
Medal winner Jerry Spinelli.
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