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solution offered by the truman administration and congress shaped the trajectory of American
policy and society in the aftermath of World War II. This article explores the historical context and the
comprehensive set of initiatives, programs, and legislative actions taken by President Harry S.
Truman and the United States Congress. From efforts to stabilize the economy and promote civil
rights, to addressing international challenges and rebuilding Europe, these solutions impacted every
facet of American life. Readers will discover the origins, implementation, and lasting effects of
landmark policies like the Fair Deal, the Marshall Plan, and the Truman Doctrine. The article highlights
how these solutions addressed pressing domestic and global issues, fostering growth and setting
precedents for future administrations. By delving into the key legislative acts and executive actions,
this guide provides a clear and detailed understanding of how the Truman administration and
Congress responded to the unique challenges of their era.
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Historical Background of the Truman Administration

The solution offered by the Truman administration and Congress emerged during a pivotal period in
American history. Following the end of World War II, President Harry S. Truman assumed office in
1945 after the death of Franklin D. Roosevelt. The United States faced significant challenges,
including transitioning from a wartime to a peacetime economy, reintegrating millions of returning
veterans, and addressing mounting international tensions that would soon develop into the Cold War.
Truman’s leadership, combined with bipartisan efforts in Congress, was instrumental in guiding the
nation through these challenges. Their decisions were shaped by the need for economic stability,
global leadership, and social progress.



Domestic Policy Solutions: The Fair Deal

One of the most notable solution offered by the Truman administration and Congress was the Fair
Deal. Building on the foundation of Roosevelt’s New Deal, Truman proposed a series of ambitious
domestic programs aimed at improving the standard of living for Americans. The Fair Deal addressed
issues such as housing, employment, healthcare, education, and social security. Although not all
proposals were passed, several key elements were implemented, leading to significant social and
economic advancements.

Key Components of the Fair Deal

Expansion of Social Security coverage and benefits

Increased minimum wage to support working families

Construction of affordable public housing for low-income Americans

Creation of national health insurance proposals (though not enacted)

Support for federal aid to education

These initiatives reflected Truman’s commitment to providing a solution for the evolving needs of
American society, and Congress played a crucial role in shaping and approving much of this
legislation. The Fair Deal helped lay the groundwork for future domestic policy improvements.

Economic Stabilization Measures

After World War II, the solution offered by the Truman administration and Congress focused on
preventing economic instability and recession. Demobilization brought uncertainties, including
unemployment, inflation, and labor unrest. Truman and Congress jointly enacted several measures to
promote economic stability and growth.

Major Economic Policies

The Employment Act of 1946: Established the government's responsibility to promote maximum1.
employment, production, and purchasing power.

Price Controls and Anti-Inflation Actions: Temporary controls were implemented to manage2.
inflation and stabilize prices.

Support for Small Businesses: The Small Business Act provided loans and assistance to3.
entrepreneurs.



Labor Relations: The Taft-Hartley Act reformed labor laws, balancing the rights of unions and4.
employers.

These economic solutions helped the United States transition from a wartime economy to a period of
sustained growth, minimizing the impact of postwar challenges. The collaboration between Truman
and Congress ensured that policies were responsive to the needs of both industry and labor.

Civil Rights Initiatives and Social Progress

Civil rights became a central focus of the solution offered by the Truman administration and Congress.
Recognizing the need for social justice and equality, Truman championed several groundbreaking
measures. His administration was the first to take significant steps toward ending racial discrimination
in federal employment and the military.

Major Civil Rights Actions

Executive Order 9981: Desegregated the Armed Forces and established equal treatment and
opportunity.

Executive Order 9980: Prohibited racial discrimination in federal employment.

Support for Anti-Lynching Legislation: Truman advocated for laws against lynching, though
Congress did not pass them during his tenure.

Creation of the President’s Committee on Civil Rights: Recommended further actions to advance
civil rights nationwide.

While Congress often resisted sweeping civil rights reforms, Truman’s executive actions set important
precedents and paved the way for future legislative progress. These solutions marked a turning point
in the federal government’s role in promoting social justice.

Foreign Policy Solutions: Marshall Plan and Truman
Doctrine

International challenges required robust solutions from the Truman administration and Congress. The
onset of the Cold War and the devastation in Europe prompted American leaders to take decisive
action. Two cornerstone initiatives—the Marshall Plan and the Truman Doctrine—became defining
elements of U.S. foreign policy.



The Marshall Plan

The Marshall Plan, officially known as the European Recovery Program, was designed to rebuild war-
torn Europe, prevent the spread of communism, and foster economic cooperation. With strong
support from Congress, the plan provided substantial financial aid and resources to Western European
nations. This solution not only revitalized the European economy but also strengthened diplomatic
ties with allied countries.

The Truman Doctrine

The Truman Doctrine articulated the United States’ commitment to supporting free peoples resisting
subjugation by armed minorities or outside pressures. Initially focused on Greece and Turkey, the
doctrine established a principle of containment against Soviet expansion. Congressional approval
ensured funding and support for countries threatened by communist influence, marking a shift in U.S.
foreign policy.

Congressional Support and Legislative Achievements

The effectiveness of the solution offered by the Truman administration and Congress depended
heavily on bipartisan cooperation and legislative action. Congress played a pivotal role in debating,
refining, and enacting many of Truman’s proposals. While some initiatives faced political opposition,
numerous bills passed and became foundational to modern American policy.

Notable Legislative Acts

Housing Act of 1949: Expanded federal housing programs and improved urban development.

National Security Act of 1947: Created the Department of Defense, National Security Council,
and CIA.

Displaced Persons Act: Provided immigration relief for refugees from Europe.

Universal Military Training and Service Act: Shaped military readiness in response to global
threats.

Congress’s legislative achievements under Truman addressed a wide spectrum of domestic and
international concerns. The partnership between the executive and legislative branches exemplified
effective governance during a transformative era.



Impact and Legacy of Truman Administration Solutions

The solution offered by the Truman administration and Congress continues to influence American
society and government. Their policies set a precedent for federal engagement in economic
management, civil rights, and global leadership. The Fair Deal expanded social welfare programs,
while the Marshall Plan and Truman Doctrine shaped international relations for decades. Civil rights
advancements laid groundwork for future movements, and economic stabilization fostered prosperity.
Truman’s legacy, supported by congressional action, remains a cornerstone of postwar American
history, demonstrating the power of visionary leadership and collaborative problem-solving.

Q: What were the main objectives of the solution offered by
the Truman administration and Congress?
A: The main objectives were to stabilize the postwar economy, promote social welfare, advance civil
rights, and address global challenges through foreign aid and containment of communism.

Q: How did the Fair Deal differ from Roosevelt’s New Deal?
A: The Fair Deal built upon the New Deal by proposing expanded social security, increased minimum
wage, public housing, and national health insurance, though not all policies were enacted.

Q: What impact did the Marshall Plan have on Europe and the
United States?
A: The Marshall Plan revitalized European economies, prevented the spread of communism, and
strengthened diplomatic and economic ties between the United States and Western Europe.

Q: Which civil rights measures were implemented by the
Truman administration?
A: Key measures included desegregating the military and federal workforce, promoting anti-lynching
legislation, and creating the President’s Committee on Civil Rights.

Q: What role did Congress play in supporting Truman’s
policies?
A: Congress debated, refined, and approved many of Truman’s initiatives, passing significant
legislation such as the Housing Act of 1949 and the National Security Act of 1947.

Q: How did the Truman Doctrine influence U.S. foreign policy?
A: The Truman Doctrine established the policy of containment, committing the United States to
support countries resisting communist subjugation and shaping Cold War strategy.



Q: What were the economic challenges faced after World War
II and how were they addressed?
A: Challenges included inflation, unemployment, and labor unrest, addressed through the
Employment Act of 1946, price controls, and the Taft-Hartley Act.

Q: Were all Fair Deal proposals enacted by Congress?
A: No, while Congress passed several Fair Deal proposals, others like national health insurance faced
opposition and were not enacted.

Q: What is the legacy of the Truman administration’s
solutions?
A: The legacy includes expanded social welfare, foundational civil rights advancements, effective
economic stabilization, and a lasting influence on U.S. foreign policy.

Q: Why is the partnership between the Truman administration
and Congress considered significant?
A: Their partnership exemplified effective governance, addressing complex domestic and global
challenges with collaborative problem-solving and impactful legislation.
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The post-World War II era presented the United States with unprecedented challenges: a
burgeoning Cold War, a struggling domestic economy, and the need to rebuild a shattered world.
President Truman and the Congress, grappling with these monumental issues, implemented a range
of solutions, some successful, others controversial. This comprehensive analysis delves into the key
policy responses of the Truman administration and Congress, exploring their impact and long-term
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burgeoning Cold War, and the burgeoning civil rights movement, providing a nuanced
understanding of this pivotal period in American history.

Economic Solutions: From Recession to Boom

The immediate post-war period saw a significant economic downturn as wartime production ceased.
To mitigate this, the Truman administration and Congress implemented several key measures:

#### The Employment Act of 1946: This landmark legislation declared it the government's
responsibility to maintain full employment and price stability. It created the Council of Economic
Advisers, tasked with advising the President on economic policy, representing a significant shift
towards active government intervention in the economy. This laid the groundwork for future
economic policies and interventions.

#### The Servicemen's Readjustment Act (GI Bill): Recognizing the need to reintegrate millions of
returning veterans, the GI Bill provided educational opportunities, low-interest home loans, and
unemployment benefits. This transformative legislation not only boosted the economy through
increased consumer spending but also dramatically expanded access to higher education,
fundamentally altering the social landscape of the United States. Its long-term impact on the
American middle class is undeniable.

#### The Marshall Plan (European Recovery Program): While primarily focused on foreign policy,
the Marshall Plan's economic impact on the US was substantial. By providing massive financial aid
to rebuild war-torn Europe, it stimulated American industry and created jobs, preventing a potential
global economic collapse and bolstering American international influence.

Foreign Policy Solutions: Containing Communism

The Cold War dominated Truman's presidency, demanding a decisive response to the expansion of
Soviet influence. Key solutions included:

#### The Truman Doctrine: This policy, announced in 1947, pledged US support to countries
resisting communist pressure. It signaled a shift from isolationism to global engagement, committing
the US to a policy of containment, a strategy that would define American foreign policy for decades.

#### The Marshall Plan (revisited): Beyond its economic benefits, the Marshall Plan served as a
critical tool of containment. By aiding Western European nations, it helped prevent the spread of
communism and created a bulwark against Soviet influence.

#### NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization): In 1949, the US spearheaded the formation of
NATO, a military alliance designed to deter Soviet aggression. This represented a significant
commitment to collective security and cemented the US's role as a leader of the Western world.



Domestic Policy Solutions: Civil Rights and Social Justice

The Truman administration also made strides, albeit limited, in addressing civil rights issues:

#### Executive Order 9981: In 1948, Truman issued this executive order desegregating the armed
forces. This was a landmark decision, challenging ingrained racial segregation and demonstrating a
commitment to equality, although full integration would take decades.

#### The Fair Deal: Truman's ambitious domestic agenda, the Fair Deal, aimed to expand social
security, raise the minimum wage, and improve public housing. While some aspects were successful,
others faced significant congressional resistance, highlighting the limitations of progressive policies
during this era. The Fair Deal represented a continued push for a stronger social safety net.

Challenges and Criticisms

The solutions offered by the Truman administration and Congress were not without their
shortcomings. The containment policy, while successful in preventing direct Soviet military
conquest, led to costly proxy wars and interventions across the globe. The economic boom, while
beneficial for many, did not fully address the persistent inequalities in American society.
Furthermore, the slow pace of progress on civil rights fueled widespread frustration and activism.

Conclusion

The post-World War II period was a crucible for American policy. The Truman administration and
Congress responded to unprecedented challenges with a mix of bold initiatives and cautious
pragmatism. While not without flaws, their efforts laid the groundwork for much of the 20th-century
American experience, shaping its economic landscape, foreign policy, and the ongoing struggle for
social justice. The legacy of these policies continues to resonate in contemporary debates about the
role of government and the pursuit of a more just and equitable society.

FAQs

1. What was the most significant foreign policy achievement of the Truman administration? The
containment policy, embodied by the Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan, was arguably its most
significant foreign policy achievement, effectively preventing the spread of communism in Western
Europe.

2. How did the GI Bill impact American society? The GI Bill fundamentally reshaped American



society by expanding access to higher education, boosting the economy through increased consumer
spending, and creating a more prosperous and educated middle class.

3. What were the limitations of the Fair Deal? The Fair Deal faced significant congressional
opposition, particularly from Southern Democrats, limiting its impact and highlighting the political
challenges of implementing progressive social programs.

4. Did the Truman Doctrine lead to unintended consequences? The Truman Doctrine, while
preventing Soviet expansion in some areas, also led to costly proxy wars and military interventions
in various parts of the world, with long-term consequences that are still debated today.

5. How did the Cold War impact domestic policy decisions during the Truman administration? The
Cold War significantly influenced domestic policy decisions, leading to increased military spending,
a focus on scientific research and technological development, and a heightened sense of national
security concerns.
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Hill, pointing out the key players, explaining their behavior, and translating parliamentary language
into plain English. No mere civics lesson, this eye-opening book provides an insider's perspective on
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orsailor has acted in combat without being attacked or at least threatened by American air power.
Aviators have brought the air weapon to bear against enemies while denying them the same
prerogative. This is the legacy of the U.S. AirForce, purchased at great cost in both human and
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in the Gulf War.Industrialization has brought total war and air power has brought the means to
overfly an enemy's defenses and attack its sources of power directly. Americans have perceived air
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commitment to technology to master challenges, minimize casualties, and defeat adversaries.
  solution offered by the truman administration and congress: A Time for Choosing Ronald
Reagan, 1983
  solution offered by the truman administration and congress: Economic Security:
Neglected Dimension of National Security ? National Defense University (U S ), National
Defense University (U.S.), Institute for National Strategic Studies (U S, Sheila R. Ronis, 2011-12-27
On August 24-25, 2010, the National Defense University held a conference titled “Economic
Security: Neglected Dimension of National Security?” to explore the economic element of national
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each other. They also need the approval of other democracies as they conduct their foreign policies.
These traits constitute built-in, self-healing tendencies, which is why NATO endures.
  solution offered by the truman administration and congress: Prologue , 1973
  solution offered by the truman administration and congress: Exploring Universal Basic
Income Ugo Gentilini, Margaret Grosh, Jamele Rigolini, Ruslan Yemtsov, 2019-11-25 Universal
basic income (UBI) is emerging as one of the most hotly debated issues in development and social
protection policy. But what are the features of UBI? What is it meant to achieve? How do we know,
and what don’t we know, about its performance? What does it take to implement it in practice?
Drawing from global evidence, literature, and survey data, this volume provides a framework to
elucidate issues and trade-offs in UBI with a view to help inform choices around its appropriateness
and feasibility in different contexts. Specifically, the book examines how UBI differs from or



complements other social assistance programs in terms of objectives, coverage, incidence,
adequacy, incentives, effects on poverty and inequality, financing, political economy, and
implementation. It also reviews past and current country experiences, surveys the full range of
existing policy proposals, provides original results from micro†“tax benefit simulations, and sets out
a range of considerations around the analytics and practice of UBI.
  solution offered by the truman administration and congress: Parenting Matters National
Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and
Education, Board on Children, Youth, and Families, Committee on Supporting the Parents of Young
Children, 2016-11-21 Decades of research have demonstrated that the parent-child dyad and the
environment of the familyâ€which includes all primary caregiversâ€are at the foundation of
children's well- being and healthy development. From birth, children are learning and rely on
parents and the other caregivers in their lives to protect and care for them. The impact of parents
may never be greater than during the earliest years of life, when a child's brain is rapidly developing
and when nearly all of her or his experiences are created and shaped by parents and the family
environment. Parents help children build and refine their knowledge and skills, charting a trajectory
for their health and well-being during childhood and beyond. The experience of parenting also
impacts parents themselves. For instance, parenting can enrich and give focus to parents' lives;
generate stress or calm; and create any number of emotions, including feelings of happiness,
sadness, fulfillment, and anger. Parenting of young children today takes place in the context of
significant ongoing developments. These include: a rapidly growing body of science on early
childhood, increases in funding for programs and services for families, changing demographics of
the U.S. population, and greater diversity of family structure. Additionally, parenting is increasingly
being shaped by technology and increased access to information about parenting. Parenting Matters
identifies parenting knowledge, attitudes, and practices associated with positive developmental
outcomes in children ages 0-8; universal/preventive and targeted strategies used in a variety of
settings that have been effective with parents of young children and that support the identified
knowledge, attitudes, and practices; and barriers to and facilitators for parents' use of practices that
lead to healthy child outcomes as well as their participation in effective programs and services. This
report makes recommendations directed at an array of stakeholders, for promoting the wide-scale
adoption of effective programs and services for parents and on areas that warrant further research
to inform policy and practice. It is meant to serve as a roadmap for the future of parenting policy,
research, and practice in the United States.
  solution offered by the truman administration and congress: Veto Bargaining Charles M.
Cameron, 2000-06-19 Combining game theory with unprecedented data, this book analyzes how
divided party Presidents use threats and vetoes to wrest policy concessions from a hostile congress.
  solution offered by the truman administration and congress: Congressional Record
United States. Congress, 1971 The Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings
and debates of the United States Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The
Congressional Record began publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in
The Debates and Proceedings in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of
Debates in Congress (1824-1837), and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)
  solution offered by the truman administration and congress: Caught in the Middle East
Peter L. Hahn, 2006-02-01 Postwar American officials desired, in principle, to promote Arab-Israeli
peace in order to stabilize the Middle East. This book shows how, during the Truman and
Eisenhower administrations, the desire for peace was not always an American priority. Instead, they
consistently gave more weight to their determination to contain the Soviet Union.
  solution offered by the truman administration and congress: Modern Housing Catherine
Bauer, 2020-04-14 The original guide on modern housing from the premier expert and activist in the
public housing movement Originally published in 1934, Modern Housing is widely acknowledged as
one of the most important books on housing of the twentieth century, introducing the latest
developments in European modernist housing to an American audience. It is also a manifesto:



America needs to draw on Europe’s example to solve its housing crisis. Only when housing is
transformed into a planned, public amenity will it truly be modern. Modern Housing’s sharp
message catalyzed an intense period of housing activism in the United States, resulting in the
Housing Act of 1937, which Catherine Bauer coauthored. But these reforms never went far enough:
so long as housing remained the subject of capitalist speculation, Bauer knew the housing problem
would remain. In light of today’s affordable housing emergency, her prescriptions for how to achieve
humane and dignified modern housing remain as instructive and urgent as ever.
  solution offered by the truman administration and congress: Dewey Defeats Truman
Albert J. Baime, 2020 On the eve of the 1948 election, America was a fractured country. Racism was
rampant, foreign relations were fraught, and political parties were more divided than ever.
Americans were certain that President Harry S. Truman's political career was over. The only man in
the world confident that Truman would win was Mr. Truman himself. And win he did. Baime sheds
light on one of the most action-packed six months in American history, as Truman not only triumphs,
but oversees watershed events: the passing of the Marshall plan, the acknowledgment of Israel as a
new state, the careful attention to the origins of the Cold War, and the first desegregation of the
military. -- adapted from jacket
  solution offered by the truman administration and congress: From Whirlwind to MITRE
Kent C. Redmond, Thomas M. Smith, 2000-10-10 The book shows how the wartime alliance of
engineers, scientists, and the military exemplified by MIT's Radiation Lab helped to transform
research and development practice in the United States through the end of the Cold War period.
This book presents an organizational and social history of one of the foundational projects of the
computer era: the development of the SAGE (Semi-Automatic Ground Environment) air defense
system, from its first test at Bedford, Massachusetts, in 1951, to the installation of the first unit of
the New York Air Defense Sector of the SAGE system, in 1958. The idea for SAGE grew out of
Project Whirlwind, a wartime computer development effort, when the U.S. Department of Defense
realized that the Whirlwind computer might anchor a continent-wide advance warning system.
Developed by MIT engineers and scientists for the U.S. Air Force, SAGE monitored North American
skies for possible attack by manned aircraft and missiles for twenty-five years. Aside from its
strategic importance, SAGE set the foundation for mass data-processing systems and foreshadowed
many computer developments of the 1960s. The heart of the system, the AN/FSQ-7, was the first
computer to have an internal memory composed of magnetic cores, thousands of tiny ferrite rings
that served as reversible electromagnets. SAGE also introduced computer-driven displays, online
terminals, time sharing, high-reliability computation, digital signal processing, digital transmission
over telephone lines, digital track-while-scan, digital simulation, computer networking, and duplex
computing. The book shows how the wartime alliance of engineers, scientists, and the military
exemplified by MIT's Radiation Lab helped to transform research and development practice in the
United States through the end of the Cold War period.
  solution offered by the truman administration and congress: A Nation of Veterans
Olivier Burtin, 2022-09-20 A Nation of Veterans examines how the United States created the world’s
most generous system of veterans’ benefits. Though we often see former service members as an
especially deserving group, the book shows that veterans had to wage a fierce political battle to
obtain and then defend their advantages against criticism from liberals and conservatives alike. They
succeeded in securing their privileged status in public policy only by rallying behind powerful
interest groups, including the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the Disabled American Veterans, and the
American Legion. In the process, veterans formed one of the most powerful movements of the early
and mid-twentieth century, though one that we still know comparatively little about. In examining
how the veterans’ movement inscribed martial citizenship onto American law, politics, and culture, A
Nation of Veterans offers a new history of the U.S. welfare state that highlights its longstanding
connection with warfare. It shows how a predominantly white and male group such as military
veterans was at the center of social policy debates in the interwar and postwar period and how
women and veterans of color were often discriminated against or denied access to their benefits. It



moves beyond the traditional focus on the 1944 G.I. Bill to examine other important benefits like
pensions, civil service preference, and hospitals. The book also examines multiple generations of
veterans, by shedding light on how former service members from both world wars as well as Korea
and the Cold War interacted with each other. This more complete picture of veterans’ politics helps
us understand the deep roots of the military welfare state in the United States today.
  solution offered by the truman administration and congress: The Origins of NATO ,
1999
  solution offered by the truman administration and congress: The McNamara Ascendancy,
1961-1965 Lawrence S. Kaplan, Ronald Dean Landa, Edward J. Drea, 2006 A narrative history and
assessment of the early years of Robert McNamara's tenure as Secretary of Defense, including
McNamara's relationship with Presidents Kennedy and Johnson, the transformation of the
Department of Defense as a part of Kennedy's New Frontier, and the Pentagon's handling of the
Cuban Missile Crisis, Bay of Pigs episode, and onset of the Vietnam War along with other major
national security events and developments during a turbulent and momentous period of the Cold
War. (Fuller description is on the dust jacket flaps.)
  solution offered by the truman administration and congress: Unification of the Armed
Services United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Military Affairs, 1946
  solution offered by the truman administration and congress: The United States in the
Long Twentieth Century Michael Heale, 2014-11-20 The United States in the Long Twentieth
Century explores the nature of American politics and society in the period from 1900 to the present
day, illuminating both the changes and the continuities. This was a period largely characterized by
exceptional growth and international power, though one also assailed by the crises and divisions that
Michael Heale carefully examines. A strength of the book is its integration of political with social
history, and it thus explores a range of social, demographic and economic phenomena that have
been central to American history in the long twentieth century, such as immigration and ethnicity,
the labour, civil rights and environmental movements, and the role and achievements of women. This
new and fully revised edition of the seminal student textbook Twentieth-Century America has been
updated throughout to take recent scholarship in the field into account and also includes a number
of important new features, including: - a brand new chapter on the years from 2000 onwards,
covering 9/11, the financial crisis, and the rise of Barack Obama; - substantial revisions to Part III,
covering 1969 to the present day, and in particular to the material on Reagan, Clinton, African
Americans, immigrants, the growth of the financial sector and (de)regulation and global warming;
one theme is the limits of conservatism and the resilience of liberalism; - greater emphasis on the
United States in a transnational world and within the context of the rise of globalization. The United
States in the Long Twentieth Century is a detailed guide to American political and social history
since 1900 and an essential text for all students interested in the modern history of the United
States of America.
  solution offered by the truman administration and congress: Safeguarding Your
Technology Tom Szuba, 1998
  solution offered by the truman administration and congress: Why David Sometimes Wins
Marshall Ganz, 2009-05-28 Why David Sometimes Wins tells the story of Cesar Chavez and the
United Farm Workers' groundbreaking victory, drawing important lessons from this dramatic tale.
Since the 1900s, large-scale agricultural enterprises relied on migrant labor--a cheap, unorganized,
and powerless workforce. In 1965, when some 800 Filipino grape workers began to strike under the
aegis of the AFL-CIO, the UFW soon joined the action with 2,000 Mexican workers and turned the
strike into a civil rights struggle. They engaged in civil disobedience, mobilized support from
churches and students, boycotted growers, and transformed their struggle into La Causa, a farm
workers' movement that eventually triumphed over the grape industry's Goliath. Why did they
succeed? How can the powerless challenge the powerful successfully? Offering insight from a
longtime movement organizer and scholar, Ganz illustrates how they had the ability and
resourcefulness to devise good strategy and turn short-term advantages into long-term gains.



Authoritative in scholarship and magisterial in scope, this book constitutes a seminal contribution to
learning from the movement's struggles, set-backs, and successes.
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