purpose driven church

purpose driven church is a concept that has shaped modern faith communities worldwide,
emphasizing intentionality and clarity in ministry. This approach centers around defining and fulfilling
five biblical purposes to ensure church growth, health, and impact. In this article, we will explore the
origins of the purpose driven church model, its foundational principles, and practical ways churches
implement these core purposes. You'll discover how a purpose driven ministry fosters spiritual
maturity, effective outreach, and authentic fellowship. We’'ll examine the benefits, challenges, and
steps to transition towards a purpose driven church, supported by real-world examples and expert
insights. Whether you're a church leader, member, or someone interested in ministry development,
this comprehensive guide offers actionable strategies for creating a dynamic, purpose driven church
environment. Continue reading to unlock the secrets to building a thriving, mission-focused
congregation.
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Understanding the Purpose Driven Church Model

The purpose driven church model provides a framework for churches to operate with intentionality,
direction, and effectiveness. Unlike traditional approaches that may focus solely on attendance or
programs, purpose driven churches prioritize fulfilling five essential purposes rooted in Scripture. This
strategic model guides church leaders to structure ministries, activities, and outreach efforts around
these core purposes, ensuring that every aspect of church life contributes to spiritual growth and
community impact. By embracing a purpose driven philosophy, churches can avoid stagnation, foster
unity, and achieve sustainable growth. The model also encourages regular evaluation and alignment
of church activities with biblical mandates, making it a powerful tool for long-term ministry success.



Origins and Development of the Purpose Driven Church

The concept of the purpose driven church originated with Pastor Rick Warren, who introduced the
model in the early 1990s through his book "The Purpose Driven Church." Warren’s insights were
drawn from his experiences founding Saddleback Church in California, where he developed a strategy
to grow and sustain a vibrant congregation. The purpose driven church model quickly gained
international recognition for its practical, biblically-based approach to ministry. Over time, thousands
of churches of various sizes and denominations have adopted this model to revitalize their mission,
clarify their vision, and build healthy church communities. Today, purpose driven principles continue
to influence church growth seminars, leadership training, and ministry development worldwide.

The Five Biblical Purposes Explained

Central to the purpose driven church philosophy are five biblical purposes derived from the Great
Commandment and the Great Commission. These purposes form the foundation for all church
activities and guide the spiritual development of members.

1. Worship: Honoring and glorifying God through corporate and personal worship experiences.

2. Ministry: Serving others within and outside the church community, meeting physical,
emotional, and spiritual needs.

3. Evangelism: Sharing the message of Jesus Christ and inviting others into a relationship with
Him.

4. Fellowship: Building genuine relationships among believers, fostering unity, support, and
accountability.

5. Discipleship: Teaching and equipping believers to grow in faith, maturity, and obedience to
Christ.

Each purpose is rooted in specific biblical mandates, and a healthy church intentionally balances all
five to create a holistic environment for spiritual transformation. By aligning programs and initiatives
with these purposes, churches can achieve meaningful impact and sustainable growth.

Implementing Purpose Driven Principles in Ministry

Transitioning to a purpose driven church involves more than adopting new terminology; it requires a
strategic shift in church culture, leadership, and operations. Church leaders must clearly
communicate the vision, engage members in the process, and evaluate existing ministries against the
five biblical purposes. Effective implementation often includes training staff and volunteers, revising



organizational structures, and developing purpose-driven programs for all age groups. Churches use
assessment tools and regular feedback to ensure alignment with their stated mission. Additionally,
purpose driven churches prioritize developing leaders who champion the vision and foster a culture of
spiritual growth and service.

Benefits of Becoming a Purpose Driven Church

Churches that embrace the purpose driven model experience numerous advantages that contribute
to their vitality and effectiveness. These benefits extend beyond numerical growth and touch every
aspect of church life.

e Clear Vision and Mission: Every member understands the church’s goals and their role in
achieving them.

e Balanced Ministry: All five purposes are integrated, preventing overemphasis on one area at the
expense of others.

e Spiritual Growth: Members mature in faith through intentional discipleship and engagement.

e Increased Outreach: Evangelism and service become central priorities, expanding the church’s
influence.

e Stronger Community: Authentic fellowship and accountability lead to deeper relationships
among members.

e Leadership Development: A culture of training and empowerment produces effective, purpose-
driven leaders.

e Sustainable Growth: Churches equipped with purpose driven principles adapt to change and
thrive long-term.

These outcomes demonstrate why the purpose driven church model remains influential and widely
adopted by ministries seeking lasting impact.

Challenges and Solutions in Adopting the Model

While the purpose driven church model offers significant benefits, implementing it can present
challenges. Resistance to change, lack of clarity, and leadership transitions often hinder progress.
Churches may struggle to balance all five purposes or encounter difficulties communicating the vision
to members. To overcome these obstacles, effective solutions include leadership training, strategic
planning, and ongoing education. Churches can engage members through small groups, workshops,
and regular feedback sessions. By fostering a culture of transparency and celebrating incremental



successes, churches can navigate challenges and embed purpose driven principles into their DNA.

Steps to Transition Toward a Purpose Driven Church

Transitioning to a purpose driven church requires intentional planning and commitment from
leadership and congregation members. The process typically involves several key steps.

e Assess Current Ministries: Evaluate activities and programs to identify alignment with the five
biblical purposes.

e Clarify Vision and Values: Articulate the church’s mission, vision, and guiding values based on
the purpose driven model.

e Engage Leadership: Train pastors, staff, and volunteers in purpose driven principles and
strategic planning.

e Communicate Change: Share the vision and process with the congregation, inviting input and
participation.

e Develop Purpose-Driven Programs: Create ministries and events that intentionally fulfill each of
the five purposes.

e Monitor Progress: Use assessments, surveys, and feedback to measure growth and adjust
strategies as needed.

e Cultivate Culture: Reinforce purpose driven values through teaching, celebration, and
leadership development.

Following these steps ensures a smooth transition and maximizes the benefits of becoming a purpose
driven church.

Real-Life Examples and Case Studies

Many churches have successfully adopted the purpose driven church model, resulting in remarkable
growth and transformation. Saddleback Church, founded by Rick Warren, serves as a prime example,
growing from a small group to a global ministry by consistently applying purpose driven principles.
Other congregations, both large and small, have reported increased member engagement, expanded
outreach efforts, and stronger discipleship programs. Case studies highlight the importance of
leadership commitment, member involvement, and adaptability in achieving lasting results. These
real-life examples illustrate that any church, regardless of size or denomination, can become a
purpose driven church and experience renewed vitality and mission effectiveness.



Frequently Asked Questions about Purpose Driven
Church

Q: What is a purpose driven church?

A: A purpose driven church is a faith community that intentionally structures its ministries and
activities around five biblical purposes: worship, ministry, evangelism, fellowship, and discipleship.
This approach ensures balanced growth and mission effectiveness.

Q: Who developed the purpose driven church model?

A: The purpose driven church model was developed by Pastor Rick Warren, founder of Saddleback
Church, and popularized through his book "The Purpose Driven Church."

Q: What are the five biblical purposes of a church?

A: The five biblical purposes are worship, ministry, evangelism, fellowship, and discipleship. Each
purpose is rooted in Scripture and guides the church’s mission and activities.

Q: How does a church transition to a purpose driven model?

A: Transitioning involves assessing current ministries, clarifying vision, engaging leadership,
communicating changes, developing purpose-driven programs, monitoring progress, and cultivating a
culture aligned with the five purposes.

Q: What are common challenges in becoming a purpose driven
church?

A: Common challenges include resistance to change, lack of clarity, leadership transitions, and
difficulty balancing all five purposes. Solutions include training, strategic planning, and active member
engagement.

Q: What are the benefits of a purpose driven church?

A: Benefits include clear vision, balanced ministry, spiritual growth, increased outreach, stronger
community, leadership development, and sustainable growth.

Q: Can small churches implement the purpose driven church
model?

A: Yes, churches of any size or denomination can successfully implement the purpose driven model by
adapting the principles to their unique context and needs.



Q: How are purpose driven principles measured in a church?

A: Churches use assessments, surveys, feedback, and regular evaluation to measure alignment with
the five purposes and track progress toward their goals.

Q: Are purpose driven churches limited to certain
denominations?

A: No, the purpose driven church model is adaptable and has been implemented by churches across
various denominations worldwide.

Q: What resources are available for churches seeking to
become purpose driven?

A: Resources include books, seminars, training materials, online courses, and leadership workshops
developed by experts in purpose driven ministry.
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Purpose-Driven Church: Finding Your Mission and
Making a Real Impact

Are you a church leader feeling a sense of drift? Do you yearn for a more vibrant, impactful
congregation? Perhaps your church feels stagnant, lacking a clear sense of purpose beyond Sunday
services. This comprehensive guide dives deep into the concept of a purpose-driven church,
exploring what it means, how to build one, and the profound benefits it offers to both your
congregation and the wider community. We'll equip you with actionable strategies to define your
church's unique mission, engage your members, and create a lasting legacy of faith and service.

What is a Purpose-Driven Church?

A purpose-driven church isn't merely about attracting larger crowds or increasing donations. It's
about cultivating a deep understanding of your church's core purpose—its raison d'étre—and
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aligning every aspect of its ministry around that singular, compelling vision. It's about asking the
fundamental question: "Why do we exist?" The answer should go beyond simply "to worship God."
While worship is central, a purpose-driven church defines its mission in terms of how it serves God
and its community. This involves identifying specific needs within the community and leveraging the
church's resources - spiritual, human, and financial - to address them effectively.

Defining Your Church's Unique Purpose: A Practical Approach

Identifying your church's purpose requires a collaborative, introspective process. It's not something
a pastor can dictate; it must emerge from prayerful discernment and open dialogue with the
congregation. Here's a step-by-step approach:

#### 1. Prayerful Reflection: Begin with prayer. Ask God to reveal the unique gifts and talents
within your church and the specific needs your community faces.

#### 2. Community Needs Assessment: Conduct a thorough assessment of your local community.
What are the most pressing social, spiritual, and emotional needs? Are there underserved
populations? What are the existing resources, and where are the gaps?

###+# 3. Identifying Core Values: Determine the foundational values that guide your church's
actions and beliefs. These will inform your purpose statement and guide your decision-making.

#### 4. Crafting a Compelling Vision Statement: Based on your reflection, assessment, and core
values, craft a concise, compelling vision statement that clearly articulates your church's unique
purpose. This statement should be inspiring, memorable, and easily understood by everyone.

##+#4# 5. Developing a Strategic Plan: Once your purpose is defined, create a strategic plan
outlining how you'll achieve your vision. This plan should include specific goals, measurable
objectives, and timelines.

Engaging Your Congregation in the Purpose-Driven Journey

A purpose-driven church is not built by a pastor alone; it's built by a committed community.
Engaging your members is crucial. Consider these strategies:

Transparency and Communication: Keep your congregation informed about the church's progress
towards its purpose. Share your strategic plan, celebrate successes, and openly address challenges.
Empowerment and Ownership: Encourage members to participate actively in fulfilling the church's
mission. Create opportunities for leadership development and volunteer involvement.

Celebrating Successes (Big and Small): Publicly acknowledge and celebrate the achievements of
your members and the positive impact your church is making. This reinforces a sense of shared
purpose and motivates continued engagement.

Regular Feedback Mechanisms: Establish channels for gathering feedback from your congregation.
Surveys, focus groups, and informal conversations can provide valuable insights and ensure your



efforts remain aligned with your community's needs.

Measuring the Impact of a Purpose-Driven Church

The success of a purpose-driven church isn't solely measured by attendance numbers. While growth
is a positive indicator, true success lies in the tangible impact your church has on its community and
the lives of its members. Track metrics such as:

Community Outreach Participation: How many members are actively involved in outreach programs?
Lives Impacted: How many individuals have been positively affected by your church's ministries?
Spiritual Growth: Are members experiencing personal growth in their faith?

Community Partnerships: Are you collaborating effectively with other organizations to achieve
shared goals?

Conclusion

Embarking on the journey to become a purpose-driven church is a transformative experience. It
requires commitment, collaboration, and a willingness to adapt and grow. By clearly defining your
purpose, engaging your congregation, and measuring your impact, you can create a vibrant,
impactful church that makes a real difference in the world, leaving a lasting legacy of faith, service,
and community transformation.

FAQs

1. How long does it take to become a purpose-driven church? There's no set timeframe. It's an
ongoing process of reflection, adaptation, and growth.

2. What if our congregation disagrees on the church's purpose? Open and honest dialogue is key.
Facilitate discussions, listen to different perspectives, and seek common ground.

3. Can a small church be purpose-driven? Absolutely! Size doesn't determine impact. Even a small
church can have a significant effect on its community.

4. How can we measure our impact if we don’t have large-scale programs? Focus on the individual
lives touched. Track stories of transformation and the positive changes you see in your community.

5. What if our chosen purpose isn't "popular"? Stay true to your calling. Authenticity is more
important than popularity. Your unique purpose is what makes your church special.



purpose driven church: The Purpose Driven Church Rick Warren, Richard Warren, 1995
This is a five-point strategy for attracting and spiritually maturing the unchurched, from the pastor
of Saddleback Church.

purpose driven church: The Dark Side of the Purpose Driven Church Noah W. Hutchings,
2011-06 Without doubt, the Purpose Driven Church has become a tremendous force in the world,
but Noah Hutchings sees a dark side to this force. The Purpose Driven Church religion at best is a
distortion of the gospel; at worst, a movement to unite all religions to produce a one-world church. -
back cover

purpose driven church: The Purpose Driven Life Rick Warren, 2012-10-23 Discover and fulfill
your God-given purpose by joining the more than thirty-five million others who have embarked on a
spiritual journey that started with this #1 New York Times bestselling book by Pastor Rick Warren.
Before you were born, God knew what your life had in store for you. His hope for you is to discover
the life he created just for you--both here on earth, and forever in eternity. Let Rick Warren guide
you as you learn to live out your true purpose. The Purpose Driven Life is more than a book; it's a
road map for your spiritual journey. Combining thoughtful verses from Scripture with timely stories
and perspectives from Warren's own life, The Purpose Driven Life will help you discover the answer
to one of life's most important questions: What on earth am I here for? Throughout The Purpose
Driven Life, Warren will teach you to spend time getting to know yourself and your creator in order
to live your life to the fullest. Unlocking your true purpose will also reduce your stress, simplify your
decisions, increase your satisfaction, and, most importantly, prepare you for eternity. Designed to be
read over the course of forty-two days, The Purpose Driven Life will help you see the big picture,
giving you a fresh perspective on the way that the pieces of your life fit together. Every chapter of
The Purpose Driven Life provides a daily meditation and practical steps to help you uncover and live
out your purpose, starting with exploring three essential questions: The Question of Existence: Why
am I alive? The Question of Significance: Does my life matter? The Question of Purpose: What on
earth am I here for? Each copy of The Purpose Driven Life also includes thoughtful discussion
questions, audio Bible studies that go along with every chapter, and access to a supportive online
community, giving you the opportunity to dive even deeper into each life-changing lesson.

purpose driven church: Who's Driving the Purpose Driven Church? James Sundquist,
2004-01-01 THE PURPOSE DRIVEN LIFE BY RICK WARREN HAS BECOME A NUMBER ONE BEST
SELLER, AND HAS BEEN DISRIBUTED TO OVER 180,000 PASTORS WORLDWIDE. RICK
WARREN'S THEOLOGY HAS INFILTRATED ALMOST EVERY CHRISTIAN DENOMINATION. HIS
TEACHINGS HAVE COME LIKE A FLOOD INTO A CITY, IN WHICH NO HOUSE IS LEFT
UNTOUCHED. BECAUSE OF THIS, IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT WE TEST THE SPIRITS OF HIS
TEACHINGS TO SEE IF THEY ARE OF GOD.

purpose driven church: The Purpose Driven Church Rick Warren, 1996-08-13 This condensed
version covers the first half of the book, including a five-point strategy for attracting and spiritually
maturing the unchurched, and is read by the author, the pastor of Saddleback Church. Read by Rick
Warren.

purpose driven church: Purpose Driven Youth Ministry Doug Fields, 2009-12-15 If you long to
reach kids and see their lives changed by God, this comprehensive guide shows you how. Purpose
Driven® Youth Ministry will do for youth ministry what Rick Warren's Gold Medallion
award-winning, The Purpose Driven® Church is doing for pastoral ministry. It's an indispensable
guide to creating and maintaining youth ministry for the long run. It will help you create a solid
spiritual team that builds the foundations of the Christian faith into the hearts and lives of young
people. Forged around the fundamental purposes of evangelism, discipleship, fellowship, ministry,
and worship, Purpose Driven® Youth Ministry uses the experiences of Saddleback Church to
illustrate what a healthy Youth ministry can be. Nine transferable principles help you - Connect with
the power of God for passionate, committed leadership - Define the purpose of your ministry and
communicate it effectively - Identify your potential audience - Create programs that reach your
audience and fulfill God's purposes - Implement processes that move students to maturity - Enhance



your ministry with clearly defined values - Team up with parents to involve the whole family - Find
volunteers and develop them into participating leaders - Persevere through tough times and thrive in
an ever-changing environment. Balancing both theory and practice, Purpose Driven® Youth Ministry
can be applied to any church setting, regardless of size, denomination, facilities, resources, and
existing leadership. Purpose-Driven Youth Ministry will help you develop a ministry that equips
students rather than a ministry that coordinates events. Doug Fields says, My goal for this book is to
coach you through a plan to build a healthy youth ministry that isn't dependent on one great youth
leader and won't be destroyed when the youth worker leaves the church. It's not a book on how to
grow your youth ministry with six easy steps; it's about identifying, establishing, and building health
into your church's youth ministry.

purpose driven church: The Purpose Driven Life Devotional for Kids Rick Warren,
2015-10-06 The Purpose Driven Life Devotional for Kids is a 365-day devotional for children 8 to 12,
written by Pastor Rick Warren and based upon the themes and ideas found in his bestselling book
The Purpose Driven Life. God created each of his children with a purpose in mind ... now is the time
to thoughtfully and prayerfully start the incredible journey to finding that reason. This year-long
devotional will guide readers through that journey of discovery and fulfillment. The Purpose Driven
Life Devotional for Kids: Is written especially for children ages 8-12 Includes a ribbon marker for
reader convenience throughout the year Features a short message and thought for the day to help
children discover who they are in God’s eyes and why God made them, as well as a daily Scripture
verse Makes the perfect gift for Christmas, Easter, birthdays, and other holidays This daily
devotional can be read individually or as a family. The devotions provide solid truths that every child
should know about God’s love for His children and the purpose for them.

purpose driven church: The Relationship Principles of Jesus Tom Holladay, 2009-01-06
What would you give to radically improve, even transform, what matters most in your relationships?
You can thrive in your career, acquire wealth, or build a great reputation. But if your relationships
aren't thriving, nothing else matters. This 40-day journey will bring new depth and health to your
marriage, your family, and your friendships. Saddleback Church teaching pastor Tom Holladay helps
you explore and begin to practice six foundational principles including how to give your relationships
the highest value, love as Jesus loves you, and communicate from the heart. You'll be equipped with
insights and a practical path for fulfilling God’s intention for all your relationships--even the difficult
ones. The Relationship Principles of Jesus walks you step by step through learning the foundational
relationship truths taught by Jesus. Shaped after Rick Warren's monumental bestseller, The Purpose
Driven Life, this book invites you to learn from the Master of relationships.

purpose driven church: God's Great Love for You Rick Warren, 2017-10-03 God’s Great Love
for You, written by #1 New York Times bestselling author and respected pastor Rick Warren, takes
children on a whimsical and heartfelt journey that reminds them God’s love is with them wherever
they go. Show children how big and wide God’s love is with this charming picture book. A family
favorite for generations, Rick Warren approached the thoughtful message with the wonder of a child
and encourages us all to rest in God’s peace and hope. God’s Great Love for You: Assures children
that God’s love is big and unstoppable Inspires children with its warm and sincere message of
acceptance and love Is well-loved by parents, grandparents, and their little ones as a perfect read
aloud story for children ages 4-8 Makes a perfect gift for birthdays, christenings, dedications,
Christmas or Valentine’s day, and more Features beautiful illustrations by Chris Saunders

purpose driven church: People Types and Tiger Stripes Gordon Lawrence, 1982

purpose driven church: Children's Ministry on Purpose Steven ]J. Adams, 2017-03-28 Many
children’s ministries are a flurry of activity, run by dedicated volunteers and staff who put in long
hours and work hard for the good of the children and parents they serve. Yet despite good
intentions, many children’s ministries today are not effective. They lack purpose and intentionality. A
twenty-five year veteran of children’s ministry in the local church, pastor Steve Adams has
ministered to families in multiple churches, from tiny church plants to his present position at
Saddleback Church. In this book, Steve applies the revolutionary insights of the Purpose Driven



Church to children’s ministry and leads readers on a journey of discovery, showing them how to
develop an intentional ministry process that moves children toward spiritual health while building a
healthy ministry environment for those who work with kids. You will learn how to ask and answer
five simple but powerful questions: Why are we on this journey? Where are you and where are you
going? Who are we trying to reach? How will we move our children towards spiritual health? What
are the essential elements necessary for the journey? There is no single key to a successful
children’s ministry, nor is there only one way that works for everyone. But there is a proven process
you can follow and Steve shows how children’s ministries all over the world are reaching their
God-given potential by discovering their biblical purpose, avoiding the traps of frustration and
burnout.

purpose driven church: The Purpose Driven Life Rick Warren, 2009-03-17 Another Landmark
Book by Rick Warren. You are not an accident. Even before the universe was created, God had you
in mind, and he planned you for his purposes. These purposes will extend far beyond the few years
you will spend on earth. You were made to last forever! Self-help books often suggest that you try to
discover the meaning and purpose of your life by looking within yourself, but Rick Warren says that
is the wrong place to start. You must begin with God, your Creator, and his reasons for creating you.
You were made by God and for God, and until you understand that, life will never make sense. This
book will help you understand why you are alive and God's amazing plan for you---both here and
now, and for eternity. Rick Warren will guide you through a personal 40-day spiritual journey that
will transform your answer to life's most important question: What on earth am I here for? Knowing
God's purpose for creating you will reduce your stress, focus your energy, simplify your decisions,
give meaning to your life, and, most importantly, prepare you for eternity. The Purpose Driven Life is
a blueprint for Christian living in the 21st century---a lifestyle based on God's eternal purposes, not
cultural values. Using over 1,200 scriptural quotes and references, it challenges the conventional
definitions of worship, fellowship, discipleship, ministry, and evangelism. In the tradition of Oswald
Chambers, Rick Warren offers distilled wisdom on the essence of what life is all about. This is a book
of hope and challenge that you will read and re-read, and it will be a classic treasured by
generations to come.

purpose driven church: Prophet of Purpose Jeffery L. Sheler, 2009-11-03 Rick Warren is
arguably the most influential man in American religion today. Megachurch pastor, friend of world
leaders, and trend-setting spiritual entrepreneur, he is widely recognized as the new public face of
evangelical Christianity in America. No other modern churchman has matched his success as a
leader and motivator of Christians. His book, The Purpose-Driven Life, is the bestselling nonfiction
hardcover of all time, with more than 25 million copies sold. At a time when evangelicalism stands at
a political and cultural crossroads, his stature continues to rise. But who is Rick Warren? What can
be learned from the story of the man behind the message? And what does his life say about the state
of Christianity today? Prophet of Purpose: The Life of Rick Warren traces the road Warren has
traveled, the influences in his life, his trials and temptations, and the opposition he has encountered
along the way. Honest, thorough, and insightful, it explores his spiritual coming of age during the
turbulent 1960s, his principled determination to sit out the divisive battles between fundamentalists
and moderates in the Southern Baptist Convention in the late 1970s, and his audacious endeavor in
the 1980s to build a “church for people who hate church” in the suburbs of Los Angeles. From a
handful of worshippers meeting in a tiny apartment, he grew a vibrant congregation of over 22,000
and a global network of pastors who follow his strategies for building churches and transforming
lives. In this unofficial biography, Jeffery L. Sheler, who had unfettered access to Warren and those
closest to him, presents an intimate portrait of Warren as a man of faith and vision but also of flesh
and blood and human foibles-a pastor, communicator, philanthropist, and family man who is driven
by a sense of divine purpose to complete the course his God has set before him. Prophet of Purpose
brings Warren and his mission to life and provides a provocative glimpse into the potential future of
Christianity in America.

purpose driven church: The Power of Vision George Barna, 2018-06-05 According to George




Barna, uncovering God's vision for your ministry is not an option. It's essential for the most
productive ministry that will accomplish God's goals for building his kingdom. Ministry leaders with
a clear picture from God of where they are headed are much more likely to experience a successful
journey. In this book, Barna uncovers how God has shared his vision throughout history, how vision
is different from mission, common practices and beliefs that inhibit true vision, practical steps
toward experiencing and carrying out God's unique vision for them, and ways to share and promote
congregational ownership of the vision.The Power of Vision

purpose driven church: The Care of Souls Harold L. Senkbeil, 2019-06-26 Drawing on a
lifetime of pastoral experience, The Care of Souls is a beautifully written treasury of proven wisdom
which pastors will find themselves turning to again and again. Harold Senkbeil helps remind pastors
of the essential calling of the ministry: preaching and living out the Word of God while orienting
others in the same direction. And he offers practical and fruitful advicea€born out of his five decades
as a pastora€that will benefit both new pastors and those with years in the pulpit. In a time when
many churches have lost sight of the real purpose of the church, The Care of Souls invites a new
generation of pastors to form the godly habits and practical wisdom needed to minister to the hearts
and souls of those committed to their care.

purpose driven church: The Purpose Driven Church Richard Warren, 1995

purpose driven church: Mansions of the Heart R. Thomas Ashbrook, 2019-03-01 A roadmap
for spiritual formation In Mansions of the Heart, author R. Thomas Ashbrook begins with his
personal story of frustration and confusion while serving as a pastor of the church. He tells of
discovering a new path of spiritual transformation and offers seekers a way to move forward on their
own spiritual paths. Written for anyone who wants to develop a deeper, more meaningful
relationship with God, Mansions of the Heart offers a step-by-step guide through a
spiritual-formation road map based on Teresa of Avila's seven mansions. This spiritual classic reveals
various phases of spiritual formation, for which Ashbrook offers a personal guide to spiritual
transformation. Mansions debunks commonly held myths that lead to spiritual dead ends and
describes a clear pathway to a deepening love relationship with God. The book also offers church
leaders a process for helping people in their faith communities grow as disciples of Christ.

purpose driven church: Small Groups with Purpose Steve Gladen, 2013-01-15 This practical
book walks church leadership through the questions they need to answer to develop their own
intentional small group strategy. Built around the most commonly asked questions, it outlines the
step-by-step process of creating a successful small group ministry. Because it is built upon principles
and not methods, this plan can be implemented in any size church. Each chapter ends with a list of
questions for leaders to answer to help them assess their current situation and their desires for the
future.

purpose driven church: Seeking God Together Alice Fryling, 2009-10-20 Experienced
spiritual director Alice Fryling presents an overview of what group spiritual direction is and how it is
practiced, offering practical step-by-step guidance for those who would like to start, lead or
particpate in group spiritual direction.

purpose driven church: Rick Warren's Bible Study Methods Rick Warren, 2009-05-18
Demonstrates twelve different methods for reading the Bible that will not only help you understand
its words more fully but will also nudge you toward applying those words to your life more faithfully.
The Spirit of God uses the Word of God to make us like the Son of God. —Rick Warren. You were
created to become like Christ. This is one of the five God-ordained purposes for your life that Warren
describes in his bestselling book The Purpose Driven Life. And this is why studying the Bible is so
important. The Bible's truths have the power to shape you, transform you, align you with the
character and ways of Jesus Christ as you encounter him in the gospels and throughout all of
Scripture. Rick Warren's Bible Study Methods is an easy-to-understand guide through twelve
effective reading methods that allow Scripture to do just that. Simple step-by-step instructions guide
you through the how-tos of the following methods: Devotional Chapter Summary Character Quality
Thematic Biographical Topical Word Study Book Background Book Survey Chapter Analysis Book



Synthesis Verse Analysis The organization of this book allows you to explore each method or jump
around to find the ones best suited to your reading and learning style as well as your spiritual
growth. Thousands of individuals, small groups, churches, and seminary classes have used this
practical manual to unlock the wonderful truths of Scripture. You can too. Written by America's
pastor, Rick Warren, Rick Warren's Bible Study Methods will help you develop a customized
approach to studying, understanding, and applying the Bible.

purpose driven church: Deceived on Purpose Warren Smith, 2004 Is Purpose-Driven Life
leading the majority of the Christian church down a path that leads to New Age deception? What do
New Age leaders, who believe all paths lead to God, have in common with Purpose-Driven Life? Are
the details of biblical prophecy and Jesus' return our business? Not according to Rick Warren, but
what does Scripture say? What is Rick Warren's Global Peace Plan really all about?

purpose driven church: Daily Inspiration for the Purpose Driven Life Rick Warren, 2010-10-05
Daily Inspiration for the Purpose Driven Life interweaves many of the Bible verses handpicked by
author Rick Warren with reflections from his New York Times bestseller The Purpose Driven Life.
Designed to be used as a convenient standalone book for daily reflection, or as an easy reference
tool when reading The Purpose Driven Life, every section corresponds to each one of the 40 Days of
Purpose. Daily Inspiration for the Purpose Driven Life by Rick Warren is a wonderful resource of
encouragement. Winner of the Retailers Choice Award, this expanded edition contains new material
from the bestselling tenth-anniversary edition.

purpose driven church: The Purpose Driven Church Rick Warren, 2007-09-04 The issue is
church health, not church growth—if your church is healthy, growth will occur naturally. So how do
we make healthy churches, driven by purpose? In order for any church to thrive, it must be built
around the five New Testament purposes given to the church by Jesus Christ. In this classic of
Christian church stability, pastor and bestselling author of The Purpose Driven Life Rick Warren
unpacks this proven five-part strategy that will enable your church to grow: Warmer through
fellowship. Deeper through discipleship. Stronger through worship. Broader through ministry.
Larger through evangelism. Every church is driven by something. Tradition, finances, programs,
personalities, events, seekers, and even buildings can each be the controlling force in a church. But
Warren will show you how to concentrate on building people and let God build the church. In other
words, healthy, consistent growth is the result of balancing the five biblical purposes of the church.
And The Purpose Driven Church will show you how to do that. “The Purpose Driven Church has
brought focus and direction to more pastors and church leaders than you can count. What a
gift!”—John Ortberg, bestselling author.

purpose driven church: The Purpose Driven Church Richard Warren, 2004

purpose driven church: The Purpose-Driven Life Prayer Journal Rick Warren, 2002-11-07 The
perfect companion to The Purpose Driven(R) Life! Features include Scriptures and quotes by Rick
Warren, taken from the bestselling trade book, plus space to record reflections, prayers, and goals
while seeking God's plans for life.

purpose driven church: Family Driven Faith (Paperback Edition with Study Questions )
Voddie Baucham Jr., 2011-04-04 More teens are turning away from the faith than ever before: it is
estimated that 75 to 88 percent of Christian teens walk away from Christianity by the end of their
freshman year of college. Something must be done. Family Driven Faith equips Christian parents
with the tools they need to raise children biblically in a post-Christian, anti-family society. Voddie
Baucham, who with his wife has overcome a multi-generational legacy of broken and dysfunctional
homes, shows that God has not left us alone in raising godly children. In his Word he has given us
timeless precepts and principles for multi-generational faithfulness. Baucham’s celebrated guide for
godly, healthy families is now available in paperback, with study questions added. Parents will find
this a critical resource for the spiritual nourishment and protection of the next generation.

purpose driven church: The Purpose Driven Church Richard Warren, 1995

purpose driven church: In His Steps Charles Monroe Sheldon, 1984-11 This classic presents
people seeking to change their community by pledging themselves to experiment for a whole year




with the question, 'What would Jesus do?'

purpose driven church: Biblical Theology John Goldingay, 2016-11-01 John Goldingay takes
the New Testament as a portal into the complete canon of Scripture. Without searching out an
overarching unity, he allows Scripture's diversity and tensions to remain, letting Scripture speak to
us in its own voice. This landmark biblical theology is hermeneutically dexterous, biblically
expansive, and nourishing to mind, soul and proclamation.

purpose driven church: The Purpose of Christmas Rick Warren, 2012-12-11 In his powerful yet
compassionate voice, Pastor Rick Warren tells the most wonderful story of all - the story of God
come to earth in the form of a human infant. Warren goes back to that day long ago when the baby
Jesus was born in the manger. In this clarion call to 'remember the reason for the season', readers
are taken back in time to the simple origins of a baby who changed history forever. Warren gives
readers an intimate look into his family heritage as he shares the fifty-year-old Warren Christmas
tradition of having a birthday party for Jesus. Through stirring imagery and compelling insights, this
book celebrates the significance and promise of this cherished holiday.

purpose driven church: More Than a Purpose Marshall Davis, 2006 Are you dissatisfied with
The Purpose Driven Life? Have you read Rick Warren's bestseller and wondered, Is that all there is?
If you feel like something is missing from Rick Warren's best-selling books, The Purpose Driven Life
and The Purpose Driven Church, you are not alone. Evangelical leaders are beginning to voice their
concerns about the seeker-sensitive model of ministry. In More Than a Purpose, Dr. Marshall Davis
Documents what evangelical leaders are saying about the megachurch movement. Explores the
origins of Rick Warren's approach in the Church Growth Movement and Robert Schuller's gospel of
self-esteem. Examines the theology of Warren's Saddleback Church and finds that it falls short of
historic Christianity. Exposes the market-driven methodology and philosophical pragmatism of The
Purpose Driven Church. Shows how the entertainment model of worship has taken over evangelical
churches. Reveals how New Age spirituality has influenced the beliefs and the practices of The
Purpose Driven Life. Challenges Christians to recover the essentials of evangelical Christianity that
will restore integrity to the twenty-first century church Dr. Marshall Davis is an ordained Baptist
minister with thirty years of experience as a pastor. He holds advanced degrees from the Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky. He presently serves as a pastor in western
Pennsylvania.

purpose driven church: Redefining Christianity Bob DeWaay, 2006-01-22 The author of this
book examines The Purpose Driven Church, The Purpose Driven Life, and the business system that
Rick Warren has developed to promote it around the world. He looks carefully at his claims, his use
of scripture, his integration of human wisdom with scripture, and his ability to get thousands of
pastors to convert from expository Bible preaching to being Purpose Driven. In the end he compares
Rick Warren's version of church health with that of Jesus Christ. The reader will see how Rick
Warren has indeed redefined Christianity. About the Author

purpose driven church: Starting New Churches on Purpose Ron Sylvia, 2006

purpose driven church: Simple Church Thom S. Rainer, Eric Geiger, 2011-06 Now in
paperback, this multi-awarded national best seller shares a clear message from case studies of 400
North American congregations: church is done best when it's kept simple.

purpose driven church: Small Things Like These Claire Keegan, 2021-10-19 ** A Book of the
Year in The Times - The New Statesman - Observer - Financial Times - Irish Times - Irish
Independent - Times Literary Supplement ** WINNER OF THE ORWELL PRIZE AND THE KERRY
GROUP IRISH NOVEL OF THE YEAR AWARD SHORTLISTED FOR THE RATHBONES FOLIO PRIZE
AND THE IRISH NOVEL OF THE YEAR AT THE DALKEY LITERARY AWARDS 'Exquisite.' Damon
Galgut 'Masterly.' The Times 'Miraculous.' Herald 'Astonishing.' Colm Téibin 'Stunning.' Sunday
Independent 'Absolutely beautiful.' Douglas Stuart It is 1985, in an Irish town. During the weeks
leading up to Christmas, Bill Furlong, a coal and timber merchant, faces into his busiest season. As
he does the rounds, he feels the past rising up to meet him - and encounters the complicit silences of
a people controlled by the Church.




purpose driven church: Evangelicalism Divided Iain Hamish Murray, 2000 Murray analyses
major changes in the evangelical movement in the years 1950 to 2000, clarifying the issues raised &
assessing events in the light of biblical teaching. The period under review saw the fundamental
difference between two contrasting approaches to Christian unity, ecumenism & evangelicalism,
gradually obscured. In their desire to distance themselves from the older fundamentalism, some
evangelical leaders were too willing, in Murray's view, to jettison, or at least to tone down,
previously cherished convictions concerning the nature of Christian conversion, the authority of
Scripture & the primacy of gospel truth over denominational loyalty. Leaders whose roles in these
changes are discussed include Billy Graham, Martyn Lloyd-Jones, J. I. Packer & John R. W. Scott.
Particular attention is given to the evangelical movement within the Anglican communion, the
problematic nature of evangelical involvement in the world of scholarship & moves to break down
barriers between evangelicalism & Roman Catholicism. Murray emphasizes the basic question, What
is a Christian? & its implications for evangelical faith & life.

purpose driven church: Letter from Birmingham Jail Martin Luther King, 2025-01-14 A
beautiful commemorative edition of Dr. Martin Luther King's essay Letter from Birmingham Jail,
part of Dr. King's archives published exclusively by HarperCollins. With an afterword by Reginald
Dwayne Betts On April 16, 1923, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., responded to an open letter written and
published by eight white clergyman admonishing the civil rights demonstrations happening in
Birmingham, Alabama. Dr. King drafted his seminal response on scraps of paper smuggled into jail.
King criticizes his detractors for caring more about order than justice, defends nonviolent protests,
and argues for the moral responsibility to obey just laws while disobeying unjust ones. Letter from
Birmingham Jail proclaims a message - confronting any injustice is an acceptable and righteous
reason for civil disobedience. This beautifully designed edition presents Dr. King's speech in its
entirety, paying tribute to this extraordinary leader and his immeasurable contribution, and
inspiring a new generation of activists dedicated to carrying on the fight for justice and equality.

purpose driven church: Mansions of the Heart Study Guide R. Thomas Ashbrook, Ted
Wueste, 2014-05-21 Mansions of the Heart Study Guide provides an individual and group study for
Mansions of the Heart: Exploring the Seven Stages of Spiritual Growth by R. Thomas Ashbrook,
Jossey-Bass 2009

purpose driven church: Vibrant Church Thom S. Rainer, Daniel L. Akin, Arthur H. Criscoe,
2008-01-01 The winds of change are blowing. In this time of massive political and social upheaval,
many people are questioning the relevance or established institutions like the church. At the same
time, others are looking to the church in hopes that it holds the life-changing answers they
desperately need.

purpose driven church: The Things They Carried Tim O'Brien, 2009-10-13 A classic work of
American literature that has not stopped changing minds and lives since it burst onto the literary
scene, The Things They Carried is a ground-breaking meditation on war, memory, imagination, and
the redemptive power of storytelling. The Things They Carried depicts the men of Alpha Company:
Jimmy Cross, Henry Dobbins, Rat Kiley, Mitchell Sanders, Norman Bowker, Kiowa, and the
character Tim O’Brien, who has survived his tour in Vietnam to become a father and writer at the
age of forty-three. Taught everywhere—from high school classrooms to graduate seminars in
creative writing—it has become required reading for any American and continues to challenge
readers in their perceptions of fact and fiction, war and peace, courage and fear and longing. The
Things They Carried won France's prestigious Prix du Meilleur Livre Etranger and the Chicago
Tribune Heartland Prize; it was also a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Critics
Circle Award.
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