queen nefertiti vs cleopatra

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: Two of Ancient Egypt’s most iconic female
rulers, Queen Nefertiti and Cleopatra VII, have fascinated historians and the
public for centuries. Both queens are celebrated for their intelligence,
influence, and legendary beauty, but their lives unfolded in dramatically
different periods of Egyptian history. This article explores the contrasting
backgrounds, reigns, achievements, and legacies of Queen Nefertiti and
Cleopatra. By examining their political power, personal lives, religious
influence, and cultural impact, this comprehensive comparison will help you
understand what set these two queens apart—and why their stories still
captivate us today. Whether you’re intrigued by ancient dynasties, the
mysteries of the pharaohs, or the enduring allure of female leadership, this
in-depth look at queen nefertiti vs cleopatra offers valuable insights into
their unique roles in shaping Egypt’s legacy.
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Historical Backgrounds of Queen Nefertiti and
Cleopatra

Nefertiti: The Queen of the Amarna Period

Queen Nefertiti ruled during one of Egypt’s most intriguing eras—the 18th
Dynasty, around 1353-1336 BCE. She was the Great Royal Wife of Pharaoh
Akhenaten, renowned for his radical religious reforms that shifted worship
from the traditional Egyptian pantheon to the monotheistic cult of Aten, the
sun disc. Nefertiti’s origins remain somewhat mysterious, with theories
suggesting she may have been a foreign princess or a noblewoman. Her reign
coincided with the construction of the new capital city, Akhetaten (modern-
day Amarna), which became the center of the new religious movement.



Cleopatra: The Last Pharaoh of Egypt

Cleopatra VII reigned much later, from 51-30 BCE, during the final years of
the Ptolemaic Dynasty. This Macedonian Greek family ruled Egypt after
Alexander the Great’s conquest. Unlike Nefertiti, Cleopatra lived in an era
marked by political instability, with Rome’s expanding influence threatening
Egyptian independence. Born in Alexandria, Cleopatra was well-educated and
fluent in several languages, earning a reputation for both political acumen
and charisma. Her reign ended with the Roman annexation of Egypt, making her
the last pharaoh in the country’s ancient history.

Rise to Power: Paths to the Throne

Nefertiti’ s Ascent

Nefertiti’s rise to power began as Great Royal Wife to Akhenaten. While her
exact lineage is debated, she quickly assumed a prominent role in court,
appearing frequently in official art alongside the pharaoh. Some scholars
suggest she may have co-ruled as a pharaoh in her own right toward the end of
Akhenaten’s reign, possibly under the name Neferneferuaten. Nefertiti’s
visibility and influence were unusual for Egyptian queens, underlining her
exceptional status.

Cleopatra’s Political Maneuvering

Cleopatra’s ascent was fraught with internal family conflict. After her
father Ptolemy XII's death, she initially co-ruled with her younger brother
Ptolemy XIII, as was customary. Political intrigue, civil war, and alliances
with powerful Roman figures such as Julius Caesar and Mark Antony were
instrumental in securing her throne. Cleopatra’s ability to navigate these
challenges showcased her political intelligence and ambition.

Political Influence and Achievements

Nefertiti’s Role in the Amarna Revolution

Nefertiti was a central figure in the religious and cultural upheaval known
as the Amarna Revolution. She supported Akhenaten’s move toward monotheism
and was depicted participating in state rituals and diplomacy. Her status is
illustrated by her appearance in numerous reliefs and inscriptions, often
shown as Akhenaten’s equal. Some evidence suggests she may have ruled
independently after Akhenaten’s death, although this remains a subject of
scholarly debate.

Cleopatra’s Diplomatic Strategies



Cleopatra is renowned for her diplomatic prowess. She forged critical
alliances with Julius Caesar and later Mark Antony, both of whom were among
the most powerful men in Rome. These relationships secured Egypt’s political
leverage for a time and allowed Cleopatra to maintain her authority.
Cleopatra also implemented economic reforms, promoted science and culture,
and worked to restore Egypt’s former glory amid constant threats from Rome.

e Nefertiti’s influence was rooted in religious and cultural
transformation.

e Cleopatra’s power was based on political alliances and shrewd
governance.

e Both queens demonstrated exceptional leadership in male-dominated
societies.

Religious Roles and Innovations

Nefertiti’s Religious Revolution

Nefertiti’s reign is synonymous with the worship of Aten. Alongside
Akhenaten, she helped establish a new monotheistic religion, emphasizing the
sun disc as the sole deity. Nefertiti held unique religious titles and was
depicted in priestly roles, making offerings and participating in ceremonies
previously reserved for pharaohs. Her involvement in the Amarna religion
represents a dramatic break from Egypt’s traditional polytheism.

Cleopatra’s Embrace of Egyptian Traditions

Cleopatra, in contrast, embraced and revitalized traditional Egyptian
religion. She presented herself as the reincarnation of the goddess Isis,
participating in rituals and temple ceremonies in native Egyptian dress. This
strategy strengthened her legitimacy among Egyptian subjects while
maintaining her Greek heritage. Cleopatra’s religious diplomacy helped unite
her diverse kingdom during a period of uncertainty.

Iconic Beauty and Artistic Representations

Nefertiti’s Bust and Artistic Legacy

Nefertiti’s image is immortalized in one of the most celebrated artifacts of
ancient art—the painted limestone bust discovered at Amarna. This masterpiece
symbolizes idealized beauty and has become a global icon. Nefertiti’s
features, with high cheekbones and an elegant neck, set the standard for
feminine beauty in ancient Egypt. Her portraiture often emphasized her regal
status and divine attributes.



Cleopatra’s Portrayal in Art and Literature

Cleopatra’s beauty has been the subject of fascination for centuries, though
historical depictions vary. Ancient coins and sculptures suggest she was
known more for her intelligence and charisma than conventional beauty. Roman
propaganda often distorted her image. In later centuries, Cleopatra became a
symbol of seduction and power in art, theater, and film, influencing
countless works in Western culture.

Personal Lives and Relationships

Nefertiti’s Family and Influence

Nefertiti and Akhenaten had six known daughters, and their close-knit family
is frequently depicted in Amarna art. The queen’s involvement in state
affairs and her possible rule as pharaoh highlight her unigque position within
the royal household. Little is known about her life after Akhenaten’s death,
leading to speculation and ongoing research.

Cleopatra’s Romances and Political Alliances

Cleopatra’s relationships with Julius Caesar and Mark Antony are legendary,
intertwining romance with political strategy. She bore children with both
men—Ptolemy XV Caesarion with Caesar, and three children with Antony. These
unions were intended to secure dynastic claims and political alliances.
Cleopatra’s role as a mother and partner was inseparable from her broader
ambitions for Egypt.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

Nefertiti’s Enduring Mystique

Nefertiti’s legacy endures through her artistic depictions and the intrigue
surrounding her life and death. The fate of her remains is still unknown,
fueling speculation about her final years. Her influence on art, religion,
and the concept of female power in ancient Egypt remains a subject of
fascination for scholars and the public alike.

Cleopatra’s Legendary Status

Cleopatra’s story has inspired countless works of literature, drama, and
popular culture. Her political acumen, tragic downfall, and romantic liaisons
have shaped her enduring reputation as one of history’s most influential
women. Cleopatra’s death marked the end of the pharaonic era and the
beginning of Roman rule in Egypt, cementing her place as a pivotal figure in
world history.



Queen Nefertiti vs Cleopatra: Key Differences
and Similarities

Comparative Analysis

Comparing queen nefertiti vs cleopatra reveals both striking contrasts and
meaningful similarities. While Nefertiti’s power was rooted in religious
transformation and cultural innovation, Cleopatra was a master of political
strategy and international diplomacy. Their reigns occurred over a millennium
apart, reflecting the changing nature of Egypt’s society and global context.
Both queens, however, challenged gender norms, wielded significant influence,
and left legacies that continue to captivate the world.

1. Nefertiti lived during the 18th Dynasty; Cleopatra ruled at Egypt’s end
as a Ptolemaic queen.

2. Nefertiti was central to religious revolution; Cleopatra mastered
political alliances.

3. Both leveraged their image and intellect to consolidate power.

4. Each queen’s life and legacy have inspired centuries of artistic and
scholarly interest.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: Who came first, Queen Nefertiti or Cleopatra?

A: Queen Nefertiti lived during the 14th century BCE, over 1,300 years before
Cleopatra, who ruled in the 1st century BCE.

Q: Was Nefertiti a pharaoh like Cleopatra?

A: Nefertiti is believed to have briefly ruled as pharaoh after Akhenaten’s
death, possibly under the name Neferneferuaten, but Cleopatra is officially
recognized as the last active pharaoh of Egypt.

Q: What are the main differences between Queen
Nefertiti and Cleopatra?

A: The main differences lie in their historical periods, approaches to power,
and legacies—Nefertiti was central to religious transformation, while
Cleopatra was known for political alliances and defending Egyptian
sovereignty.



Q: Why are Queen Nefertiti and Cleopatra often
compared?

A: Both were exceptionally influential female rulers in ancient Egypt, known
for their intelligence, leadership, and lasting cultural impact, making them
natural subjects for comparison.

Q: Did Cleopatra and Nefertiti ever meet?

A: No, Cleopatra and Nefertiti lived over a millennium apart and could not
have met each other.

Q: What made Queen Nefertiti famous?

A: Nefertiti is famous for her role in the Amarna religious revolution, her
iconic artistic depictions, and the enduring mystery surrounding her life and
death.

Q: How did Cleopatra die?

A: Cleopatra died by suicide in 30 BCE, traditionally believed to have been
caused by a snake bite, after the defeat by Octavian (later Augustus) and the
fall of Egypt to Rome.

Q: Which queen had more political power?

A: While both wielded extraordinary influence, Cleopatra’s political power
was more direct and international, involving alliances with Rome’s most
powerful leaders.

Q: Is the bust of Nefertiti an accurate likeness?

A: The famous bust of Nefertiti is considered an idealized portrait,
reflecting both realistic and symbolic elements of her beauty and status.

Q: Why do we remember Cleopatra more than Nefertiti?

A: Cleopatra’s life is better documented due to her interactions with Rome,
and her dramatic story has been widely depicted in Western literature, art,
and film, contributing to her enduring fame.

Queen Nefertiti Vs Cleopatra
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Queen Nefertiti vs. Cleopatra: A Comparison of Two
Iconic Egyptian Queens

Introduction:

Egypt, the land of pharaohs and pyramids, boasts a rich history filled with powerful figures. Among
the most iconic are two queens whose names resonate through time: Nefertiti and Cleopatra. But
who was more powerful? Which left a more lasting legacy? This in-depth comparison dives into the
lives, reigns, and legacies of Queen Nefertiti and Cleopatra, examining their triumphs, challenges,
and the lasting impressions they left on the world. We'll explore their political maneuvering, cultural
impact, and ultimately, their places in history, answering the burning question: Nefertiti or
Cleopatra - who truly reigns supreme?

H2: Nefertiti: The Radiant Beauty and Powerful Consort

Nefertiti, whose name translates to "The Beautiful One has Come Forth," was the Great Royal Wife
of Pharaoh Akhenaten during the Amarna Period (1353-1336 BCE). Her reign wasn't one of direct
Pharaohship in the traditional sense, but her influence on Akhenaten and, consequently, Egypt, was
undeniable.

H3: Religious Revolution and Artistic Patronage:

Nefertiti played a crucial role in the Amarna revolution, Akhenaten's radical religious reform
centering on the sun-disk Aten. Depictions of her alongside Akhenaten show them as equals, a stark
departure from traditional royal imagery. She wasn't just a figurehead; she actively participated in
religious ceremonies and was depicted performing royal duties. Her patronage of art is also well-
documented; the exquisite sculptures and reliefs from the Amarna period bear testament to her
aesthetic sensibilities.

H4: A Mysterious Reign:

The exact extent of Nefertiti's power remains a subject of ongoing debate. While she certainly held
significant influence within the court, the specifics of her political role are shrouded in some
mystery. Theories abound regarding her possible succession to the throne after Akhenaten's death,
further fueling the intrigue surrounding her life.



H2: Cleopatra: The Last Pharaoh and Master Diplomat

Cleopatra VII Philopator (69-30 BCE) reigned as the last active ruler of the Ptolemaic Kingdom of
Egypt. Unlike Nefertiti, Cleopatra was a Pharaoh in her own right, inheriting the throne alongside
her younger brother Ptolemy XIII.

H3: Political Savvy and Strategic Alliances:

Cleopatra's story is one of political resilience and strategic brilliance. She navigated a complex
world of Roman power politics, forming alliances and using her charm and intelligence to secure her
position. Her relationships with Julius Caesar and Mark Antony were pivotal in maintaining Egyptian
independence, at least for a time.

H4: A Legacy of Romance and Tragedy:

Cleopatra's legacy is inextricably linked with her romantic entanglements with powerful Roman
figures. While these alliances secured her reign, they also contributed to her downfall. Her defeat at
the hands of Octavian marked the end of the Ptolemaic dynasty and the beginning of Roman rule in
Egypt. Her romantic image, however, continues to fascinate and inspire.

H2: Comparing Nefertiti and Cleopatra: Power,
Influence, and Legacy

While both women were undeniably powerful figures in their respective eras, their forms of power
differed significantly. Nefertiti’s influence was largely indirect, wielded through her close
relationship with Akhenaten and her artistic patronage. Cleopatra, on the other hand, held the direct
power of Pharaohship and wielded her influence through astute political maneuvering and
diplomatic skills.

Nefertiti’s legacy lies primarily in her artistic representation and her association with the Amarna
revolution, a period of significant artistic and religious upheaval. Cleopatra’s legacy is more
multifaceted, encompassing her political achievements, her romantic entanglements, and her tragic
demise, shaping her image as a powerful, seductive, and ultimately doomed queen. Both queens,
however, captivated the imagination of the world, resulting in ongoing scholarly interest and a
persistent fascination that continues to this day.



Conclusion:

The question of who "reigns supreme" - Nefertiti or Cleopatra - is ultimately subjective. Both were
extraordinary women who left indelible marks on history. Nefertiti's influence was primarily cultural
and religious, while Cleopatra's was political and diplomatic. Their stories, though vastly different in
context, stand as testaments to the enduring power and complexity of women in leadership roles,
even within the patriarchal confines of ancient societies.

FAQs:

1. Did Nefertiti rule as Pharaoh? There's ongoing debate. While she held immense influence, there's
no definitive evidence she ruled as Pharaoh in the traditional sense.

2. How did Cleopatra die? The prevailing theory is that she committed suicide by allowing an asp to
bite her, though other theories exist.

3. What is the Amarna Period? The Amarna Period is a time in ancient Egyptian history
characterized by Akhenaten's religious reforms centered on the sun-disk Aten.

4. What is the significance of Nefertiti's bust? The bust is a remarkably preserved and iconic
representation of Nefertiti’s beauty and is a significant work of ancient Egyptian art.

5. How did Cleopatra’s relationships with Roman leaders affect Egypt? Her alliances initially secured
Egypt's independence but ultimately led to its conquest by Rome.

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: Nefertiti and Cleopatra Julia Samson, 1985 A vivid account of
two female pharaohs; beautiful Nefertiti (1367-1350 BC) and mysterious Cleopatra (51-30 BC). Both
politically adept, they also distinguished themselves in their love for the greatest men of their day:
Nefertiti for the sun-worshipping Akhenaten, and Cleopatra for Julius Caesar and Mark Antony. The
author has researched museum collections and excavation reports, as well as contemporary
writings, to recreate the settings of their domestic lives.

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: Cleopatra and Nefertiti Michael Klein, 2016-02-23 Cleopatra and
Nefertiti: Beyond Their Beauty and Seduction Cleopatra and Nefertiti are both known for their
beauty. They are also known for traits having to do with their womanhood: the men with whom they
were romantically involved, their ability to seduce. This book gets beneath this surface to give a
more complete picture. Cleopatra was ambitious and smart, while Nefertiti was much more active in
her husbhand's reign than was usual for her time. Cleopatra's alliances were much more than
romances, but played major roles in the global politics of the time. She was poised, with Antony, to
command a large portion of the Mediterranean world. For her part, Nefertiti played a key role in the
worship of the Sun God Aten and a shocking switch from worshipping many gods to just one.
Michael Klein details the careers of these fascinating women and explores how many important
events they were instrumental in. With thorough research, Cleopatra and Nefertiti: Beyond Their
Beauty and Seduction will open your eyes to the strength and audacity of these two queens. Gain
insight into Cleopatra plotting against at least one of her siblings; how she won a bet against Antony;




and Nefertiti driving her chariot down the streets of Egypt. You'll come away with a new respect for
these historical figures.

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: The Heretic Queen Michelle Moran, 2008-12-26 When
Nefertari's entire family is killed in a fire, she's left to grow up alone, a spare princess in the palace
of the new Pharaoh. Her young life is overshadowed by the past - the name of her infamous aunt,
Nefertiti, the Heretic Queen, still strikes terror into the hearts of Egyptians. So, when she finds
herself falling in love with the young Pharaoh, Ramesses, she knows it's not going to be easy to win
his heart. But when the Pharaoh's aunt takes Nefertari under her wing and begins to educate her in
the ways to gain a man's attention - and hold it - marriage to him seems within her reach. Yet, even
as Ramesses declares his love for her, she knows there's more work to be done. If she's to be queen,
all of Egypt must recognise her worth and overcome her connection to the dark, heretical days of the
past. Ramesses will face challenges from all sides: war, drought, conquest and the determination of
a man named Ahmoses will all threaten his reign. Could Egypt's rulers, and more importantly her
people, ever allow him to marry the woman he loves, let alone make her his Queen?

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: When Women Ruled the World Kara Cooney, 2018-11-28 This
riveting narrative explores the lives of six remarkable female pharaohs, from Hatshepsut to
Cleopatra--women who ruled with real power--and shines a piercing light on our own perceptions of
women in power today. Female rulers are a rare phenomenon--but thousands of years ago in ancient
Egypt, women reigned supreme. Regularly, repeatedly, and with impunity, queens like Hatshepsut,
Nefertiti, and Cleopatra controlled the totalitarian state as power-brokers and rulers. But throughout
human history, women in positions of power were more often used as political pawns in a
male-dominated society. What was so special about ancient Egypt that provided women this kind of
access to the highest political office? What was it about these women that allowed them to transcend
patriarchal obstacles? What did Egypt gain from its liberal reliance on female leadership, and could
today's world learn from its example? Celebrated Egyptologist Kara Cooney delivers a fascinating
tale of female power, exploring the reasons why it has seldom been allowed through the ages, and
why we should care.

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: Nefertiti Joyce Tyldesley, 2005-04-28 For over a decade
Nefertiti, wife of the heretic king Akhenaten, was the most influential woman in the Bronze Age
world; a beautiful queen blessed by the sun-god, adored by her family and worshipped by her
people. Her image and her name were celebrated throughout Egypt and her future seemed golden.
Suddenly Nefertiti disappeared from the royal family, vanishing so completely that it was as if she
had never been. No record survives to detail her death, no monument serves to mourn her passing
and to this day her end remains an enigma - her body has never been found. Joyce Tyldesley here
provides a detailed discussion of the life and times of Nefertiti, Egypt's sun queen, set against the
background of the ephemeral Amarna court.

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: Chronicle of the Queens of Egypt Joyce Tyldesley, 2006-10-17 An
illustrated study of the queens of ancient Egypt ranges from the early dynastic period to the death of
Cleopatra in 30 BC, offering a biographical portrait of each queen, along with information on the era
in which she lived and her influence on Egyptian history.

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: CLEOPATRA The History Hour, 2018-04-26 Cleopatra VII
Philopator was the last active ruler of the Ptolemaic Kingdom of Egypt, nominally survived as
pharaoh by her son Caesarion. She was also a diplomat, naval commander, polyglot, and medical
author. As a member of the Ptolemaic dynasty, she was a descendant of its founder, Ptolemy I Soter,
a Macedonian Greek general and companion of Alexander the Great. Inside you’ll read about * Rome
comes to Egypt ¢ Sibling rivalry ¢ Caesar and Cleopatra ¢ Assassination * Antony and Cleopatra *
An Alexandrian idyll « Dusk approaches And much more! Julius Caesar maintained a private affair
with Cleopatra that produced a son, Caesarion (Ptolemy XV). When Caesar was assassinated
Cleopatra attempted to have Caesarion named as his heir, but this fell instead to Caesar’s
grandnephew Octavian. In the Liberators’ civil war Cleopatra sided with the Roman Second
Triumvirate formed by Octavian, Mark Antony, and Marcus Aemilius Lepidus. Cleopatra had an



affair with Antony that would eventually produce three children: Alexander Helios, Cleopatra Selene
II, and Ptolemy Philadelphus. Octavian’s forces invaded Egypt and defeated those of Antony, leading
to his suicide. When Cleopatra learned that Octavian planned to bring her to Rome for his triumphal
procession, she committed suicide by poisoning, the popular belief being that she was bitten by an
asp.

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: Cleopatra the Great Joann Fletcher, 2009-08-20 Cleopatra the
Great tells the story of a turbulent time and the extraordinary woman at its centre. She was Greek
by descent - the last, and greatest, Egyptian pharaoh. But our understanding of her has been
obscured by Roman propaganda, Shakespearean tragedy and Hollywood, with little attempt to tell
her true story - until now. In the first biography for over thirty years, Joann Fletcher draws on a
wealth of overlooked detail and the latest research to reveal Cleopatra as she truly was, from her
first meeting with Julius Caesar to her legendary death by snakebite. Bringing the ancient world to
life, Cleopatra the Great is full of tantalising details about the Pharaoh’s infamous banquets, her
massive library, her goddess outfits, beauty regimes and hairstyles. Joann Fletcher discovers the real
woman behind the myth.

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: The Top 5 Most Famous Queens Charles River Editors,
2013-09-05 *Includes pictures. *Includes bibliographies of each queen for further reading. In the
early 20th century, over 3,000 years after her death, Nefertiti became a household name across the
world and one of the most famous women of the ancient world. Egyptologists were aware that she
was a queen of the New Kingdom Egypt during the later portion of the 18th dynasty, but she was
little known until the presentation of a reconstructed bust depicting her at the Berlin Museum in
1924. Nefertiti means the beautiful one has come, and if the presented bust is anything to judge by
she, was indeed a beautiful woman. Cleopatra was a captivating figure even to contemporary
Romans and the ancient world, and she was a controversial figure who was equally reviled and
praised through the years, depicted as a benevolent ruler and an evil seductress, sometimes at the
same time. Over 2,000 years after her death, everything about Cleopatra continues to fascinate
people around the world, from her lineage as a Ptolemaic pharaoh, her physical features, the
manner in which she seduced Caesar, her departure during the Battle of Actium, and her famous
suicide. And despite being one of the most famous figures in history, there is still much mystery
surrounding her, leading historians and archaeologists scouring Alexandria, Egypt for clues about
her life and the whereabouts of her royal palace and tomb. As one of the most famous women rulers
in history, Russian Empress Catherine the Great has long been remembered not only as one of the
most powerful women of her time, but she was also one of the most powerful and capable rulers in
all of Europe. And her path to the throne was just as remarkable as her reign. Despite the
strong-arm tactics, Catherine came to power in the midst of the Enlightenment, which was
flourishing in France and Britain, and she would rule as an Enlightened ruler. A known
correspondent of Voltaire's, Catherine sought to modernize Russia and turn it into a force in its own
right, creating a rich and cultured court at the same time. Over the course of nearly 35 years in
power, Catherine ushered in the Russian Enlightenment and presided over a period of time known
as the Golden Age of the Russian Empire. When Queen Elizabeth II came to the throne in 1952,
many commentators heralded the beginning of her reign as the second Elizabethan age. The first
one, of course, concerned the reign of Henry VIII's second surviving daughter and middle surviving
child, Queen Elizabeth I, one of England's most famous and influential rulers. It was an age when the
arts, commerce and trade flourished. It was the epoch of gallantry and great, enduring literature. It
was also an age of wars and military conflicts in which men were the primary drivers and women
often were pawns. Elizabeth I still wielded great power in the 16th century, whereas Victoria was a
constitutional monarch with limited power over the workings of the British government. But in a
way, that made Victoria even more unique, as she still proved able to mold the cultural identity of a
nearly 65 year long epoch. Furthermore, Victoria established some of the ceremonial customs of the
British monarch and became both the forerunner and role model of subsequent queens, a legacy that
continues to endure with her great-great granddaughter, Queen Elizabeth II.



queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: Cleopatra's Daughter Michelle Moran, 2010-04-01 At the dawn
of the Roman Empire, when tyranny ruled, a daughter of Egypt and a son of Rome found each other .
.. Selene's legendary parents are gone. Her country taken, she has been brought to the city of Rome
in chains, with only her twin brother, Alexander, to remind her of home and all she once had. Living
under the watchful eyes of the ruling family, Selene and her brother must quickly learn how to be
Roman - and how to be useful to Caesar. She puts her artistry to work, in the hope of staying alive
and being allowed to return to Egypt. Before long, however, she is distracted by the young and
handsome heir to the empire... When the elusive 'Red Eagle' starts calling for the end of slavery,
Selene and Alexander are in grave danger. Will this mysterious figure bring their liberation, or their
demise?

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: Cleopatra Margaret Melanie Miles, 2011-09 The essays in this
volume address Cleopatra's life and legacy, presenting fresh examinations of her decisions and
actions, the influence of contemporary Egyptian culture on Rome, and the enduring Roman
fascination with her story, which thrives even today.

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: Nefertiti Michelle Moran, 2008-02-05 Nefertiti is one of the
world's great legendary beauties. Seen through her sister's eyes, she is vividly brought to life in this
heartbreaking story of celebrity, ambition, love and loss. At the tender age of fifteen, Nefertiti
marries Akenathen, the Prince of Egypt, her dreams coming true as she rises to fame and fortune.
Bathed and decorated by a team of body servants her natural beauty is enhanced until she becomes
mesmerizing. She is soon the darling of the people and her husband's closest confidant. But when
her husband breaks with a thousand years of tradition, defying the priests and the military, it will
take all Nefertiti's wiles to keep the nation from being torn apart. She's prepared to sacrifice her
sister to strengthen her power and this act will lock the two women in a feud that only death can
break...

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: Cleopatra Joyce Tyldesley, 2011-05-26 She was the last ruler of
the Macedonian dynasty of Ptolemies who had ruled Egypt for three centuries. Highly educated (she
was the only one of the Ptolemies to read and speak ancient Egyptian as well as the court Greek)
and very clever (her famous liaisons with Julius Caesar and Mark Antony were as much to do with
politics as the heart), she steered her kingdom through impossibly taxing internal problems and
railed against greedy Roman imperialism. Stripping away preconceptions as old as her Roman
enemies, Joyce Tyldesley uses all her skills as an Egyptologist to give us this magnificent biography.

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: Cleopatra and Egypt Sally-Ann Ashton, 2009-03-25 This
beautifully illustrated new biography of Cleopatra draws on literary, archaeological, and art
historical evidence to paint an intimate and compelling portrait of the most famous Queen of Egypt.
Deconstructs the image of Cleopatra to uncover the complex historical figure behind the myth
Examines Greek, Roman, and Egyptian representations of Cleopatra Considers how she was viewed
by her contemporaries and how she presented herself Incorporates the author’s recent field work at
a temple of Cleopatra in Alexandria Beautifully illustrated with over 40 images

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: Rebel Queen Michelle Moran, 2016-01-05 When the British
Empire sets its sights on India in the mid-nineteenth century, it expects a quick and easy conquest ...
But when they arrive in the Kingdom of Jhansi, the British army is met with a surprising challenge.
Instead of surrendering, Queen Lakshmi raises two armies--one male and one female--and rides into
battle, determined to protect her country and her people. Although her soldiers may not appear at
first to be formidable against superior British weaponry and training, Lakshmi refuses to back down
from the empire determined to take away the land she loves.

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: Hatshepsut, from Queen to Pharaoh Metropolitan Museum of Art
(New York, N.Y.), 2005 A fascinating look at the artistically productive reign of Hatshepsut, a female
pharaoh in ancient Egypt

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: Queens of Egypt Christiane Ziegler, 2008 Celebrated in
literature and Hollywood movies, the lives of the Ancient Egyptian queens have become synonymous
with power, beauty, and glory. Cleopatra, Nefertiti, Nefertari and Hatchepsut are familiar names



today, although the women themselves are not known as well as the mythology around them. The
wives, mothers, or daughters of pharaohs, their influence on three thousand years of ancient
Egyptian history is indisputable. This book offers a unique and heretofore unexplored insight into
the key role they played and unveils the true nature of their political and spiritual influence, which
was very different from the cliched portrayals most readers are familiar with. Some of the questions
answered in this book include: What was the real status of the Egyptian queens? What was the
status of second wives and concubines? What was their role in religious celebrations? What was
their beauty regime?

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: Predecessors of Cleopatra (Illustrated Edition) Leigh North,
2018-12-20 This meticulously edited and unique collection is formatted for your eReader with a
functional and detailed table of contents: The Black Hand The Queen Mertytefs Nitocris
Sebek-Nefru-Ra Aah-Hotep Aahmes-Nefertari Hatshepsut Maut-a-mua Tyi Nefertiti Tuaa
Nofutari-Minimut Ur-Maa-Nofur-Ra Tausert Persian Queens Roxane Ptolemy Queens Arsinoe 11
Cleopatra VI

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: The Life and Times of Cleopatra Carlo Maria Franzero, 1957

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: Nefertiti's Face Joyce Tyldesley, 2018-01-25 More than three
thousand years ago a sculptor working in the royal city of Amarna carved a limestone bust of an
Egyptian queen. The queen was Nefertiti, consort of the 'heretic pharaoh' Akhenaten. Plastered and
painted, Nefertiti's bust depicted an extraordinarily beautiful woman. However, Akhenaten's reign
was drawing to an end, and the royal family was soon to be written out of Egypt's official history.
Not long after its creation the stone Nefertiti was locked in a storeroom and forgotten. In 1912 the
bust was re-discovered and transported to Germany. Initially hidden from the public view, the
beautiful queen was eventually displayed in Berlin Museum. Instantly, she became an ancient world
celebrity. Egypt has yielded more than its fair share of artistic masterpieces, but no other sculpture
has so successfully bridged the gap between the ancient and modern worlds. The timeless beauty of
the Nefertiti bust both attracts us and sparks our imagination, but in so doing it obscures our view of
the past, shifting attention not only from the other members of the Amarna court, but also from
other, equally valid, representations of Nefertiti herself. In this book Joyce Tyldesley explores the
creation of a cultural icon, from its ancient origins to its modern context: its discovery, its display,
and its dual role as a political pawn and artistic inspiration.

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: Egypt in the Age of Cleopatra Michel Chauveau, 2000 Few other
civilizations rival Ancient Egypt in its power to capture the modern imagination, and Cleopatra VII,
monarch at the end of the Ptolemaic period, has always been preeminent among its cast of
characters. Coming to power just before the unstable state was about to be absorbed into an
autocratic empire, Cleopatra oversaw not only Egypt's progress as an influential regional power but
also the fragile peace of its ethnically mixed population.Michel Chauveau looks at many facets of life
under this queen and her dynasty, drawing on such sources as firsthand accounts, numismatics, and
Greek, Demotic, and hieroglyphic inscriptions. His use of such sources helps to free the narrative of
dependence on later (and usually hostile) Greek and Roman historians. By taking up such subjects as
funeral customs, language and writing, social class structure, religion, and administration, he
affords the reader an unprecedented and comprehensive picture of Greek and Egyptian life in both
the cities and the countryside.Originally published in French in 1997, Egypt in the Age of Cleopatra
fulfills a long-standing need for an accessible introduction to the social, economic, religious, military,
and cultural history of Ptolemaic Egypt.

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: Nefertiti’s Sun Temple (2 vols.) Jacquelyn Williamson,
2016-08-22 Nefertiti’'s Sun Temple publishes stone relief fragments excavated from the site of Kom
el-Nana at Tell el-Amarna, Egypt, dating to approximately 1350 BCE. This is the first time relief
fragments can be associated with a specific wall from a specific temple at Tell el-Amarna. Jacquelyn
Williamson reconstructs the architecture, art, and inscriptions from the site to demonstrate Kom
el-Nana is the location of Queen Nefertiti’s ‘Sunshade of Re’ temple and another more enigmatic
structure that served the funerary needs of the non-royal courtiers at the ancient city. The art and



inscriptions provide new information about Queen Nefertiti and challenge assumptions about her
role in Pharaoh Akhenaten’s religious movement dedicated to the sun god Aten.

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: Cleopatra Duane W. Roller, 2011 Cleopatra VII (69-30 BC) is the
most famous woman from classical antiquity. Yet her modern reputation is based largely on her
post-antique representation in drama, art, and other media. The current study is the first to examine
the queen solely from the source material from the Greco-Roman period: literary sources, Egyptian
documents including those of the queen herself, her own writings, and her representations in art.

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: Cleopatra of Egypt Susan Walker, Peter Higgs, 2001 Fabled for
her sexual allure and cunning intelligence, Cleopatra VII of Egypt has fascinated generations of
admirers and detractors since her tumultuous life ended in suicide on Octavians' capture of Egypt in
30 BC. The last of the Ptolemaic monarchs who had ruled Egypt as Hellenistic Greek kings and
Egyptian pharaohs for 300 years, Cleopatra created her own mythology, becoming an icon in her
own lifetime and even more so after her death. This book explores the ways in which she was
depicted in antiquity, within the context of the iconography of contemporary coinage, statues and
other images of Egyptian, Greek and Roman rulers, and then examines the image of Cleopatra from
the Renaissance to modern times, as seen in plays, opera, painting, ceramics and even jewellery.
Exciting new research has revealed seven Egyptian-style statues believed to represent Cleopatra,
and two portraits probably commissioned in Rome while she lived there with Julius Caesar.

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: Plutarch: Life of Antony Plutarch, 1988-05-26 This edition will be
of interest to all Greek scholars, ancient historians, and also the students of English literature since
the relevant discussions require no knowledge of Greek.

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: Cleopatra Stacy Schiff, 2011 Her palace shimmered with onyx,
garnet, and gold, but was richer still in political and sexual intrigue. Above all else, Cleopatra was a
shrewd strategist and an ingenious negotiator. She was married twice, each time to a brother. She
waged a brutal civil war against the first when both were teenagers. She poisoned the second.
Ultimately she dispensed with an ambitious sister as well; incest and assassination were family
specialties. Cleopatra appears to have had sex with only two men. They happen, however, to have
been Julius Caesar and Mark Antony, among the most prominent Romans of the day. Both were
married to other women. Cleopatra had a child with Caesar and -- after his murder -- three more
with his protégé. Already she was the wealthiest ruler in the Mediterranean; the relationship with
Antony confirmed her status as the most influential woman of her age. The two would together
attempt to forge a new empire, in an alliance that spelled their ends. Cleopatra has lodged herself in
our imagination ever since. ... Along the way, Cleopatra's supple personality and the drama of her
circumstances have been lost. In a ... return to the classical sources, Stacy Schiff ... separates fact
from fiction to rescue the magnetic queen whose death ushered in a new world order.--Jacket.

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: Cleopatra's Passions Ewa Kassala, 2017-07 Ancient Egypt: A
country of courtly intrigues, money, power, politics, magic, and above all, love. The time? The reign
of the brilliant lady Pharaoh. The place? The richest city in the world, Alexandria. Questions about
the love life of Queen Cleopatra have intrigued throughout the ages. How did she lose her virginity?
What kind of education did she receive in the arts of love? Was she truly the greatest courtesan of
ancient times? How did she manage to win the love of the greatest Roman leaders of their times,
Julius Caesar and Mark Antony - and more importantly, how did she manage to keep it? This novel
unfolds the secret history of one of the most famous women of Ancient Egypt. A woman who was
strong, brilliant, and well-educated, raised from childhood to govern and maintain Egypt's
independence, and bold enough to retreat from nothing. Learn how she used her knowledge, skills,
and every advantage at her disposal to rise to the top in a world dominated by men.

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: The Top 5 Most Famous Queens Charles River Charles River
Editors, 2018-02-26 *Includes pictures. *Includes bibliographies of each queen for further reading.
In the early 20th century, over 3,000 years after her death, Nefertiti became a household name
across the world and one of the most famous women of the ancient world. Egyptologists were aware
that she was a queen of the New Kingdom Egypt during the later portion of the 18th dynasty, but



she was little known until the presentation of a reconstructed bust depicting her at the Berlin
Museum in 1924. Nefertiti means the beautiful one has come, and if the presented bust is anything
to judge by she, was indeed a beautiful woman. Cleopatra was a captivating figure even to
contemporary Romans and the ancient world, and she was a controversial figure who was equally
reviled and praised through the years, depicted as a benevolent ruler and an evil seductress,
sometimes at the same time. Over 2,000 years after her death, everything about Cleopatra continues
to fascinate people around the world, from her lineage as a Ptolemaic pharaoh, her physical
features, the manner in which she seduced Caesar, her departure during the Battle of Actium, and
her famous suicide. And despite being one of the most famous figures in history, there is still much
mystery surrounding her, leading historians and archaeologists scouring Alexandria, Egypt for clues
about her life and the whereabouts of her royal palace and tomb. As one of the most famous women
rulers in history, Russian Empress Catherine the Great has long been remembered not only as one of
the most powerful women of her time, but she was also one of the most powerful and capable rulers
in all of Europe. And her path to the throne was just as remarkable as her reign. Despite the
strong-arm tactics, Catherine came to power in the midst of the Enlightenment, which was
flourishing in France and Britain, and she would rule as an Enlightened ruler. A known
correspondent of Voltaire's, Catherine sought to modernize Russia and turn it into a force in its own
right, creating a rich and cultured court at the same time. Over the course of nearly 35 years in
power, Catherine ushered in the Russian Enlightenment and presided over a period of time known
as the Golden Age of the Russian Empire. When Queen Elizabeth II came to the throne in 1952,
many commentators heralded the beginning of her reign as the second Elizabethan age. The first
one, of course, concerned the reign of Henry VIII's second surviving daughter and middle surviving
child, Queen Elizabeth I, one of England's most famous and influential rulers. It was an age when the
arts, commerce and trade flourished. It was the epoch of gallantry and great, enduring literature. It
was also an age of wars and military conflicts in which men were the primary drivers and women
often were pawns. Elizabeth I still wielded great power in the 16th century, whereas Victoria was a
constitutional monarch with limited power over the workings of the British government. But in a
way, that made Victoria even more unique, as she still proved able to mold the cultural identity of a
nearly 65 year long epoch. Furthermore, Victoria established some of the ceremonial customs of the
British monarch and became both the forerunner and role model of subsequent queens, a legacy that
continues to endure with her great-great granddaughter, Queen Elizabeth II.

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: History of Cleopatra, Queen of Egypt Jacob Abbott,
2009-01-01 Abraham Lincoln raved that this series of historical biographies gave him just that
knowledge of past men and events which I need. I have read them with the greatest interest. To
them I am indebted for about all the historical knowledge I have. Considered what we would now
call young adult literature, this collection, first published between 1848 and 1871, was designed to
present a clear, distinct, connected narrative of the lives of the great figures of world history, those
people who have been most influential, at least as American author and educator JACOB ABBOTT
(1803-1879) saw it from his 19th-century perspective. Wildly popular and republished many times
under different collected names, this replica set mimics the 1904 reprint known as the Makers of
History series. It will delight students of history as well as show the scholar how history telling has
changed over the last few centuries. More than 30 other volumes in the series are also available
from Cosimo Classics. This volume, dating from 1851, covers Egyptian queen Cleopatra (69Bi30Be,
from before her ascension to the throne to her relationships with Caesar and Antony, the
Alexandrine War, and much more.

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: The Search For Nefertiti Joann Fletcher, 2013-03-28 Joann
Fletcher, presenter of BBC2's 'Ancient Egypt: Life and Death in the Valley of the Kings' has written
an enthralling account of Nefertiti, one of Egypt's most compelling and mysterious figures. Wife of
the controversial pharaoh Akhenaten, she lived through perhaps the most tumultuous period in the
country's long history. The so-called Amarna Period has long held a fascination - not just for the
enormous changes it brought to the religion, art and administration of Egypt, but for the many




mysteries which surround it. Mysteries, that is, until now. Leading Egyptologist Dr Joann Fletcher
has taken a fresh eye to the evidence and arrived at one of the most dramatic discoveries in recent
times. Working with a team of leading experts, she has identified a long-forgotten mummy as the
body of a female pharaoh of the Amarna Period, whom she believes is Nefertiti herself. Lying for
over three thousand years in an unused side chamber of Tomb KV.35 in the Valley of the Kings, it
tells a story which will forever change the way in which we view Nefertiti - and indeed women
throughout Egyptian history. Now at last we see the full significance of her role as co-regent and
later Pharaoh of Egypt, as well as understanding the astonishing luxury and decadence of her life in
Amarna - a life she led as the country around her began to disintegrate.

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: The Ancient Egyptians Kirsty Holmes, 2020-07-15 Ancient Egypt
is known for powerful pharaohs, hieroglyphics, and a complex mythology. However, their
contributions to modern civilization happened centuries ago. So, why didn't the ancient Egyptians
thrive longer than they did? From a lack of needed resources and famine to civil war and invasions,
the reasons the empire of ancient Egypt fell are varied. With this compelling volume, readers
investigate why this impressive empire isn't around anymore, and why it was such an important part
of the ancient world. Accessible text, full-color images, and a timeline complement classroom
learning activities and social studies curricula.

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: The Egyptian Royals Collection: Three Historical Novels by
Michelle Moran Michelle Moran, 2011-02-15 Three beloved novels by national bestselling author
Michelle Moran are now available for the first time in one complete digital collection. Delve into
these stories for an engrossing trip back in time, full of powerful family dynasties, court intrigue,
and brave heroines. The novels, which bring to vivid life some of the most fascinating characters of
Ancient Egypt and Ancient Rome, each include a reading group guide. An exciting excerpt from
Moran’s newest novel Madame Tussaud is also included. Nefertiti The dramatic and historically
accurate story of two unforgettable women—Nefertiti and her younger sister—living through a
remarkable period of political unrest. The Heretic Queen In Ancient Egypt, Nefertiti’s niece,
Princess Nefertari, must overcome her family’s past and remake history. Cleopatra’s Daughter The
incredible untold story of the orphaned children of Cleopatra, Egypt’s most powerful and notorious
ruler, who are raised in the Ancient Roman court of their parents’ greatest rival. A sneak peek at
Madame Tussaud Michelle Moran departs from the ancient world and enters the gilded but troubled
court of Marie Antoinette with the intriguing story of Marie Tussaud, a woman who survived the
French Revolution only by creating death masks of the beheaded aristocracy.

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: Searching for the Lost Tombs of Egypt Chris Naunton,
2019-09-24 An exciting archeological exploration of ancient Egypt that examines the potential for
discovering the remaining “lost” tombs of the pharaohs. Tombs, mummies, and funerary items make
up a significant portion of the archeological remains that survive ancient Egypt and have come to
define the popular perception of Egyptology. Despite the many sensational discoveries in the last
century, such as the tomb of Tutankhamun, the tombs of some of the most famous individuals in the
ancient world—Imhotep, Nefertiti, Alexander the Great, and Cleopatra—have not yet been found.
Archeologist Chris Naunton examines the famous pharaohs, their achievements, the bling they might
have been buried with, the circumstances in which they were buried, and why those circumstances
may have prevented archeologists from finding these tombs. In Searching for the Lost Tombs of
Egypt, Naunton sheds light on the lives of these ancient Egyptians and makes an exciting case for
the potential discovery of these lost tombs.

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: The Egyptian Mika Waltari, 2021-11-05T00:00:00Z First
published in the 1940s and widely condemned as obscene, The Egyptian outsold every other
American novel published that same year, and remains a classic; readers worldwide have testified to
its life-changing power. It is a full-bodied re-creation of a largely forgotten era in the world’s history:
an Egypt when pharaohs contended with the near-collapse of history’s greatest empire. This epic
tale encompasses the whole of the then-known world, from Babylon to Crete, from Thebes to
Jerusalem, while centering around one unforgettable figure: Sinuhe, a man of mysterious origins




who rises from the depths of degradation to get close to the Pharoah...

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: In the Light of Amarna Agyptisches Museum und
Papyrussammlung, 2012 An accompaniment to the Egyptian Museum of Berlin’s special exhibition
celebrating the discovery of the Nefertiti bust in 1912, this catalog presents never-before-seen
artifacts and objects from the Amarna period of Egyptian history. The book also explores religion,
craftsmanship, daily life, and sculpture in Amarna and the world famous Nefertiti bust.

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: The World's Wife Carol Ann Duffy, 2001-04-09 Mrs Midas, Queen
Kong, Mrs Lazarus, the Kray sisters, and a huge cast of others startle with their wit, imagination,
lyrical intuition and incisiveness.

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: How Pharaohs Became Media Stars: Ancient Egypt and
Popular Culture Abraham I. Fernandez Pichel, 2023-11-30 New media and its enormous diffusion
in the last decades of the 20th century and up to the present has greatly increased and diversified
the reception of Egyptian themes and motifs and Egyptian influence in various cultural spheres. This
book seeks to provide new evidence of this interdisciplinarity between Egyptology and popular
culture.

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: The Good Kings Kara Cooney, 2021-11-02 Written in the
tradition of historians like Mary Beard and Stacy Schiff who find modern lessons in ancient history,
this provocative narrative explores the lives of five remarkable pharaohs who ruled Egypt with
absolute power, shining a new light on the country's 3,000-year empire and its meaning today. In a
new era when democracies around the world are threatened or crumbling, best-selling author Kara
Cooney turns to five ancient Egyptian pharaohs--Khufu, Senwosret III, Akenhaten, Ramses II, and
Taharqa--to understand why many so often give up power to the few, and what it can mean for our
future. As the first centralized political power on earth, the pharaohs and their process of divine
kingship can tell us a lot about the world's politics, past and present. Every animal-headed god,
every monumental temple, every pyramid, every tomb, offers extraordinary insight into a culture
that combined deeply held religious beliefs with uniquely human schemes to justify a system in
which one ruled over many. From Khufu, the man who built the Great Pyramid at Giza as testament
to his authoritarian reign, and Taharqa, the last true pharaoh who worked to make Egypt great
again, we discover a clear lens into understanding how power was earned, controlled, and
manipulated in ancient times. And in mining the past, Cooney uncovers the reason why societies
have so willingly chosen a dictator over democracy, time and time again.

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: Cleopatra and Rome Diana E. E. Kleiner, 2009-05-31 With the
full panorama of her life forever lost, Cleopatra touches us in a series of sensational images: floating
through a perfumed mist down the Nile; dressed as Venus for a tryst at Tarsus; unfurled from a roll
of linens before Caesar; couchant, the deadly asp clasped to her breast. Through such images, each
immortalizing the Egyptian queen's encounters with legendary Romans--Julius Caesar, Mark Antony,
and Octavian Augustus--we might also chart her rendezvous with the destiny of Rome. So Diana
Kleiner shows us in this provocative book, which opens an entirely new perspective on one of the
most intriguing women who ever lived. Cleopatra and Rome reveals how these iconic episodes,
absorbed into a larger historical and political narrative, document a momentous cultural shift from
the Hellenistic world to the Roman Empire. In this story, Cleopatra's death was not an end but a
beginning--a starting point for a wide variety of appropriations by Augustus and his contemporaries
that established a paradigm for cultural conversion. In this beautifully illustrated book, we
experience the synthesis of Cleopatra's and Rome's defining moments through surviving works of art
and other remnants of what was once an opulent material culture: religious and official architecture,
cult statuary, honorary portraiture, villa paintings, tombstones, and coinage, but also the theatrical
display of clothing, perfume, and hair styled to perfection for such ephemeral occasions as triumphal
processions or barge cruises. It is this visual culture that best chronicles Cleopatra's legend and
suggests her subtle but indelible mark on the art of imperial Rome at the critical moment of its
inception.

queen nefertiti vs cleopatra: Polygamy, Prostitutes and Death Daniel Ogden, 1999 The




hellenistic royal families, from Alexander the Great to the last Cleopatra, took part in dynastic
in-fighting that was vicious, colourful and instructive. In this they anticipated by centuries the better
known excesses under Roman potentates such as Claudius and Nero. This major new study explores
the intricate quarrels and violence within the ruling hellenistic families. A main theme is the role of
‘amphimetric' disputes, competition between a ruler's offspring from different women. The book also
includes a full exploration of the role of courtesans in the political and sexual intrigues of the
hellenistic courts.
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