
poems by langston hughes
poems by langston hughes are celebrated for their vivid portrayal of African American life,
cultural identity, and social justice. Langston Hughes, one of the most influential voices of the
Harlem Renaissance, used poetry to express the joys, struggles, and aspirations of Black Americans.
Through powerful imagery, accessible language, and rhythmic verse, Hughes’ poems continue to
inspire readers and provoke thoughtful reflection on race, equality, and hope. This article will
explore the life and legacy of Langston Hughes, analyze his most famous poems, discuss recurring
themes, and examine his lasting impact on American literature. Whether you are a student,
educator, or poetry enthusiast, this comprehensive guide will deepen your understanding of Hughes’
poetic works and their significance. Dive into the rich world of poems by Langston Hughes, uncover
the stories behind his verses, and discover why his poetry remains relevant today.
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Biography of Langston Hughes: The Poet and His Times
Langston Hughes was born in 1902 in Joplin, Missouri, and became a leading figure of the Harlem
Renaissance. His upbringing and experiences with racism shaped his perspective and fueled his
passion for writing. Hughes attended Columbia University, where he began to connect with other
artists and intellectuals, inspiring his commitment to portraying the African American experience.
His poems, essays, and plays captured the realities of life for Black Americans during the early 20th
century. Hughes’ work was characterized by its accessibility, use of vernacular language, and focus
on community. Throughout his career, Hughes published numerous poetry collections, including
“The Weary Blues,” “Montage of a Dream Deferred,” and “Fields of Wonder.” His activism and
literary contributions earned him recognition as a voice for social change and artistic excellence.

Major Themes in Poems by Langston Hughes

Racial Identity and Pride
Hughes’ poetry frequently explores issues of racial identity, pride, and the beauty of African
American culture. He sought to uplift his community by affirming Black identity and challenging



stereotypes. Poems like “I, Too” and “My People” celebrate resilience and dignity, presenting Black
Americans as integral to the nation’s fabric.

Social Injustice and Equality
A recurring theme in poems by Langston Hughes is the struggle against racial discrimination and
social injustice. Hughes used his poetry as a platform to address inequality, prejudice, and the quest
for civil rights. His works often critique systemic racism and advocate for unity and justice.

Dreams and Aspirations
Dreams are a powerful motif in Hughes’ poetry, symbolizing hope, ambition, and the longing for a
better future. Poems such as “Dreams” and “Harlem” (also known as “A Dream Deferred”) reflect on
the importance of holding onto dreams despite adversity. Hughes encourages readers to pursue
their aspirations and warns of the consequences when dreams are ignored.

Analysis of Iconic Langston Hughes Poems

“Harlem” (“A Dream Deferred”)
This concise yet impactful poem poses a series of questions about what happens when dreams are
postponed or lost. Hughes employs vivid imagery to illustrate the frustration and potential
consequences of deferred dreams within marginalized communities. The poem’s closing line, “Does
it explode?” suggests that unfulfilled aspirations can result in unrest and anger, making “Harlem” a
powerful commentary on social and emotional realities.

“I, Too”
“I, Too” asserts the speaker’s right to belong and be recognized as part of America. Hughes uses the
metaphor of a house divided, where the speaker is sent to eat in the kitchen because of his race. The
poem ends with a vision of inclusion and equality, reflecting optimism and confidence that progress
will be achieved.

“The Negro Speaks of Rivers”
Written when Hughes was just seventeen, this poem connects the African American experience to
ancient rivers and civilizations. Through repetition and rich imagery, Hughes creates a sense of
continuity, wisdom, and historical depth, positioning Black heritage as vital and enduring.



Literary Devices and Style in Hughes’ Poetry

Use of Vernacular and Accessible Language
Langston Hughes is known for his use of everyday language and African American vernacular,
making his poetry approachable and relatable. He believed poetry should be understood by all, not
just academics, and often incorporated the rhythms of jazz and blues to evoke emotion and
authenticity.

Imagery and Metaphor
Hughes uses strong imagery and metaphor to convey complex ideas simply and powerfully. Whether
referencing rivers, dreams, or kitchens, these devices allow readers to visualize and connect with
the themes on a personal level.

Repetition and Rhythm
Repetition is a hallmark of Hughes’ style, used to emphasize key ideas and create musicality. Many
poems by Langston Hughes mirror the structure of songs, with refrain-like phrases and rhythmic
patterns that enhance their impact and memorability.

Vivid imagery to evoke emotion

Simple yet profound language

Repetitive structures for emphasis

Metaphors that deepen meaning

Influence of music and oral tradition

The Impact and Legacy of Langston Hughes’ Poems
Poems by Langston Hughes continue to resonate with readers of all backgrounds. His work has been
widely anthologized, studied in classrooms, and celebrated at literary events. Hughes broke barriers
by representing Black voices in mainstream literature and inspiring future generations of writers
and activists. His poetry played a significant role in shaping the Harlem Renaissance and influencing
movements for racial equality. The enduring relevance of Hughes’ themes—identity, justice, and
hope—ensures his place as a central figure in American literature. His legacy is evident in the works
of contemporary poets and artists who draw inspiration from his commitment to truth and
storytelling.



Frequently Studied Poems by Langston Hughes

“Mother to Son”
This poem presents a mother’s advice to her son, using the metaphor of a staircase to illustrate
perseverance through hardship. Hughes captures the resilience of everyday people and the
importance of never giving up, making “Mother to Son” a staple in educational settings.

“Let America Be America Again”
In this poem, Hughes critiques the idea of the American Dream by highlighting the disparities
between reality and promise. He calls for a more inclusive and just society, giving voice to the
marginalized and disenfranchised.

“Dream Variations”
“Dream Variations” expresses a yearning for freedom, peace, and joy. The poem’s imagery of
dancing, resting, and basking in sunlight embodies the hope for a life unburdened by oppression.

“Harlem” (“A Dream Deferred”)1.

“I, Too”2.

“The Negro Speaks of Rivers”3.

“Mother to Son”4.

“Let America Be America Again”5.

“Dream Variations”6.

Q: What are the most famous poems by Langston Hughes?
A: Some of Langston Hughes’ most famous poems include “Harlem” (“A Dream Deferred”), “I, Too,”
“The Negro Speaks of Rivers,” “Mother to Son,” and “Let America Be America Again.”

Q: What themes are commonly found in poems by Langston
Hughes?
A: Common themes in Hughes’ poetry include racial identity, social justice, dreams and aspirations,
pride in heritage, and the struggles faced by African Americans.



Q: How did Langston Hughes influence American poetry?
A: Hughes revolutionized American poetry by incorporating African American vernacular, jazz
rhythms, and by giving voice to marginalized communities. His work inspired future generations of
poets and activists.

Q: Why is “Harlem” (“A Dream Deferred”) considered
significant?
A: “Harlem” is significant for its powerful examination of what happens when dreams are postponed,
using vivid imagery and a universal message about frustration and hope within oppressed
communities.

Q: What literary devices does Langston Hughes use in his
poems?
A: Hughes frequently uses imagery, metaphor, repetition, accessible language, and musical rhythm
to convey emotion and meaning in his poems.

Q: What is the message of “I, Too” by Langston Hughes?
A: The poem “I, Too” delivers a message of hope, resilience, and the eventual recognition of African
Americans as equal members of society.

Q: How did Langston Hughes contribute to the Harlem
Renaissance?
A: Hughes was a leading figure in the Harlem Renaissance, promoting Black arts and literature, and
using his poetry to highlight the experiences and aspirations of African Americans.

Q: What age did Langston Hughes write “The Negro Speaks of
Rivers”?
A: Langston Hughes wrote “The Negro Speaks of Rivers” at the age of seventeen, showcasing his
early talent and profound connection to history and heritage.

Q: Why is “Mother to Son” often taught in schools?
A: “Mother to Son” is taught for its universal theme of perseverance, relatable language, and its
ability to impart valuable life lessons to students.



Q: What impact have poems by Langston Hughes had on
modern writers?
A: Many modern writers cite Hughes as a major influence, drawing inspiration from his style,
themes, and commitment to representing authentic voices and experiences.
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Exploring the Timeless Poetry of Langston Hughes

Langston Hughes, a central figure in the Harlem Renaissance, is celebrated for his profound and
evocative poetry. His works capture the essence of the African American experience, blending
themes of struggle, hope, and resilience. This article delves into some of his most notable poems,
exploring their themes, significance, and enduring impact.

The Harlem Renaissance and Langston Hughes

Langston Hughes emerged as a leading voice during the Harlem Renaissance, a cultural movement
in the 1920s that celebrated African American art, music, and literature. His poetry, characterized
by its rhythmic quality and vivid imagery, reflects the social and political landscape of the time.

Key Themes in Hughes' Poetry

Hughes' poetry often revolves around themes of racial identity, social justice, and the African
American experience. His works are known for their accessibility and emotional depth, making them
resonate with a wide audience.

#### 1. **Racial Identity and Pride**

One of Hughes' most famous poems, "I, Too," is a powerful declaration of racial pride and resilience.
The poem asserts the speaker's right to be recognized and respected as an integral part of American
society.

> "I, too, sing America.
> I am the darker brother."
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This poem, along with others like "The Negro Speaks of Rivers," highlights the rich cultural heritage
and enduring spirit of African Americans.

#### 2. **Dreams and Aspirations**

Hughes frequently explored the theme of dreams in his poetry. In "Dreams," he emphasizes the
importance of holding onto one's dreams despite life's challenges.

> "Hold fast to dreams
> For if dreams die
> Life is a broken-winged bird
> That cannot fly."

Similarly, "Harlem" (also known as "A Dream Deferred") questions the consequences of postponed
dreams, using vivid imagery to convey the frustration and potential explosiveness of unfulfilled
aspirations.

> "What happens to a dream deferred?
> Does it dry up
> Like a raisin in the sun?"

#### 3. **Social Justice and Equality**

Hughes' poetry often addresses issues of social justice and equality. In "Democracy," he advocates
for immediate and tangible change, rejecting the notion of gradual progress.

> "I tire so of hearing people say,
> Let things take their course.
> Tomorrow is another day."

His works serve as a call to action, urging readers to confront and challenge systemic injustices.

Notable Poems by Langston Hughes

#### 1. **"The Negro Speaks of Rivers"**

Published in 1921, "The Negro Speaks of Rivers" is one of Hughes' earliest and most celebrated
poems. It traces the history and resilience of African Americans through the metaphor of ancient
rivers.

> "I've known rivers:
> Ancient, dusky rivers.
> My soul has grown deep like the rivers."

This poem is a testament to the enduring strength and cultural heritage of African Americans.

#### 2. **"Mother to Son"**



In "Mother to Son," Hughes uses the metaphor of a staircase to convey a mother's advice to her son
about perseverance and resilience.

> "Life for me ain't been no crystal stair.
> It's had tacks in it,
> And splinters,
> And boards torn up,
> And places with no carpet on the floor—
> Bare."

The poem's conversational tone and vivid imagery make it a poignant and relatable piece.

#### 3. **"Harlem" (A Dream Deferred)**

"Harlem" is one of Hughes' most famous poems, exploring the consequences of deferred dreams.
The poem's powerful imagery and rhetorical questions highlight the frustration and potential
volatility of unfulfilled aspirations.

> "What happens to a dream deferred?
> Does it dry up
> Like a raisin in the sun?
> Or fester like a sore—
> And then run?"

This poem remains relevant today, resonating with anyone who has experienced the pain of
unfulfilled dreams.

The Legacy of Langston Hughes

Langston Hughes' poetry continues to inspire and resonate with readers around the world. His
works are celebrated for their lyrical beauty, emotional depth, and social relevance. Hughes' ability
to capture the essence of the African American experience and convey universal themes of hope,
resilience, and justice makes his poetry timeless.

Conclusion

Langston Hughes' poetry offers a profound and moving exploration of the African American
experience. His works, characterized by their rhythmic quality and vivid imagery, address themes of
racial identity, dreams, and social justice. As a central figure in the Harlem Renaissance, Hughes'
legacy continues to inspire and resonate with readers today. Whether you are new to his poetry or
revisiting his works, Hughes' poems offer a powerful and enduring testament to the human spirit.

  poems by langston hughes: The Collected Poems of Langston Hughes James Langston
Hughes, 1994 Here, for the first time, is a complete collection of Langston Hughes's poetry - 860



poems that sound the heartbeat of black life in America during five turbulent decades, from the
1920s through the 1960s.
  poems by langston hughes: The Collected Poems of Langston Hughes Langston Hughes,
Arnold Rampersad, 1994 Here, for the first time, is a complete collection of Langston Hughes's
poetry - 860 poems that sound the heartbeat of black life in America during five turbulent decades,
from the 1920s through the 1960s. The editors, Arnold Rampersad and David Roessel, have aimed to
recover all of the poems that Hughes published in his lifetime - in newspapers, magazines, and
literary journals, and in his books of verse. They present the poems in the general order in which
Hughes wrote them, and also provide illuminating notes and a chronology of the poet's life. Arnold
Rampersad, the author of the esteemed two-volume biography of Langston Hughes, has written a
perceptive and moving introduction that throws light on Langston Hughes's distinctive voice as a
poet and the world in which he lived.
  poems by langston hughes: Selected Poems of Langston Hughes Langston Hughes,
1990-09-12 Langston Hughes electrified readers and launched a renaissance in Black writing in
America—the poems in this collection were chosen by Hughes himself shortly before his death and
represent stunning work from his entire career. The poems Hughes wrote celebrated the experience
of invisible men and women: of slaves who rushed the boots of Washington; of musicians on Lenox
Avenue; of the poor and the lovesick; of losers in the raffle of night. They conveyed that experience
in a voice that blended the spoken with the sung, that turned poetic lines into the phrases of jazz and
blues, and that ripped through the curtain separating high from popular culture. They spanned the
range from the lyric to the polemic, ringing out wonder and pain and terror—and the marrow of the
bone of life. The collection includes The Negro Speaks of Rivers, The Weary Blues, Still Here, Song
for a Dark Girl, Montage of a Dream Deferred, and Refugee in America. It gives us a poet of
extraordinary range, directness, and stylistic virtuosity.
  poems by langston hughes: Selected Poems of Langston Hughes Langston Hughes, 1959
  poems by langston hughes: The Weary Blues Langston Hughes, 2022-01-31 Immediately
celebrated as a tour de force upon its release, Langston Hughes's first published collection of poems
still offers a powerful reflection of the Black experience. From The Weary Blues to Dream Variation,
Hughes writes clearly and colorfully, and his words remain prophetic.
  poems by langston hughes: Collected Poems Sylvia Plath, 2015-03-12 This comprehensive
volume contains all Sylvia Plath's mature poetry written from 1956 up to her death in 1963. The
poems are drawn from the only collection Plath published while alive, The Colossus, as well as from
posthumous collections Ariel, Crossing the Water and Winter Trees. The text is preceded by an
introduction by Ted Hughes and followed by notes and comments on individual poems. There is also
an appendix containing fifty poems from Sylvia Plath's juvenilia. This collection was awarded the
1981 Pulitzer Prize for poetry. 'For me, the most important literary event of 1981 has been the
publication, eighteen years after her death, of Sylvia Plath's Collected Poems, confirming her as one
of the most powerful and lavishly gifted poets of our time.' A. Alvarez in the Observer
  poems by langston hughes: The Collected Works of Langston Hughes: The poems, 1921-1940
Langston Hughes, Dolan Hubbard, Leslie Catherine Sanders, 2001 The sixteen volumes are
published with the goal that Hughes pursued throughout his lifetime: making his books available to
the people. Each volume will include a biographical and literary chronology by Arnold Rampersad,
as well as an introduction by a Hughes scholar lume introductions will provide contextual and
historical information on the particular work.
  poems by langston hughes: Poetry for Young People: Langston Hughes (100th Anniversary
Edition) Langston Hughes, 2021-06 Celebrate 100 years of Langston Hughes's powerful poetry. A
Coretta Scott King Honor Award recipient, Poetry for Young People: Langston Hughes includes 26 of
the poet's most influential pieces, including: Mother to Son; My People; Words Like Freedom; I, Too;
and The Negro Speaks of Rivers--Hughes's first published piece, which was originally released in
June 1921. This collection is curated and annotated by Arnold Rampersad and David Roessel, two
leading poetry experts. It also features gallery-quality art by Benny Andrews and a new foreword by



Renée Watson, a Newbery Honor Award recipient and founder of the I, Too Arts Collective.
  poems by langston hughes: Not Without Laughter Langston Hughes, 2012-03-05 Poet
Langston Hughes' only novel, a coming-of-age tale that unfolds amid an African American family in
rural Kansas, explores the dilemmas of life in a racially divided society.
  poems by langston hughes: The Poems, 1951-1967 Langston Hughes, 2001 Volume 3 collects
the poems of the last period of Hughes's life. Montage of a Dream Deferred (1951) brilliantly fused
the modernist dissonances of bebop jazz with his perception of Harlem life as both a triumph of hope
and a deepening crisis (What happens to a dream deferred?). In the tumultuous following years, he
refused to relinquish the mantle of the poet, as may be seen in his inspired last two books of verse,
Ask Your Mama (1961) and The Panther and the Lash (1967). The former demonstrates Hughes's
continuing alertness to the significance of black music as a guide to American reality; here,
avant-garde jazz rhythms and allusions fueled an intensity of language that predicted the cultural
upheavals of the sixties and seventies. Hughes's last volume, combining old and new poems,
emphasized the struggle for civil rights in the face of reactionary defiance, on the one hand, and the
volatility of Black Power, on the other. Vigorous and versatile to the end, Hughes concluded his
career as he had begun it: a master poet dedicated to observing and celebrating African American
culture in its full complexity
  poems by langston hughes: The Ways of White Folks Langston Hughes, 2022-09-29 THE
CELEBRATED SHORT STORY COLLECTION FROM THE AMERICAN POET AND WRITER OFTEN
CALLED THE 'POET LAUREATE OF HARLEM' A black maid forms a close bond with the daughter of
the cruel white couple for whom she works. Two rich, white artists hire a black model to pose as a
slave. A white-passing boy ignores his mother when they cross each other on the street. Written with
sardonic wit and a keen eye for the absurdly unjust, these fourteen stories about racial tensions are
as relevant today as the day they were penned, and linger in the mind long after the final page is
turned. 'Powerful, polemical pieces' New York Times 'Some of the best stories that have appeared in
this country in years' North American Review
  poems by langston hughes: The Big Sea Langston Hughes, 2022-08-01 DigiCat Publishing
presents to you this special edition of The Big Sea by Langston Hughes. DigiCat Publishing considers
every written word to be a legacy of humankind. Every DigiCat book has been carefully reproduced
for republishing in a new modern format. The books are available in print, as well as ebooks. DigiCat
hopes you will treat this work with the acknowledgment and passion it deserves as a classic of world
literature.
  poems by langston hughes: The Collected Works of Langston Hughes: The poems,
1941-1950 Langston Hughes, Dolan Hubbard, Leslie Catherine Sanders, Steven Carl Tracy, 2001
The sixteen volumes are published with the goal that Hughes pursued throughout his lifetime:
making his books available to the people. Each volume will include a biographical and literary
chronology by Arnold Rampersad, as well as an introduction by a Hughes scholar lume introductions
will provide contextual and historical information on the particular work.
  poems by langston hughes: Sail Away Langston Hughes, 2015-09 A celebration of mermaids,
wildernesses of waves, and the creatures of the deep through poems by Langston Hughes and
cut-paper collage illustrations by multiple Coretta Scott King Award winner Ashley Bryan. The great
African American poet Langston Hughes penned poem after poem about the majesty of the sea, and
the great African American artist Ashley Bryan, who’s spent more than half his life on a small island,
is as drawn to the sea as much as he draws the sea. Their talents combine in this windswept
collection of illustrated poems—from “The Negro Speaks of Rivers” to “Seascape,” from “Sea Calm”
to “Sea Charm”—that celebrates all things oceanic.
  poems by langston hughes: Collected Poems of Langston Hughes Langston Hughes,
2009-07-01 A comprehensive collection of the verse of Langston Huges contains 860 poems,
including three hundred that have never appeared in book form, is arranged chronologically, and
features commentary by Hughes's biographer.--Ingram
  poems by langston hughes: Don't You Turn Back Langston Hughes, 1969 Forty-five poems



chosen from the work of the black poet, Langston Hughes, by Harlem fourth graders.
  poems by langston hughes: The Weary Blues Langston Hughes, 2022-01-01 The first
published poetry collection from the acclaimed Harlem Renaissance poet behind such works as
“Montage of a Dream Deferred” and “Life is Fine.” Originally published in 1926, The Weary Blues is
Langston Hughes’s first collection of poetry. Broken into seven thematic sections, the sixty-eight
poems capture the heart of a young budding artist and the spirit of the Harlem Renaissance. The
title poem, “The Weary Blues,” tells the story of a musician performing in a bar and uses a very
lyrical style that flows throughout the collection. Other poems include, “The Negro Speaks of
Rivers,” “Danse Africaine,” “Dream Variation,” “Mother to Son,” “Suicide’s Note,” and “Winter
Moon.” The work touches on subjects like art, identity, race, class, urban life, music, and the Black
experience in 1920s America.
  poems by langston hughes: Selected Poems of Langston Hughes , 1959
  poems by langston hughes: An Anthology of Revolutionary Poetry Marcus Graham,
2013-10 This is a new release of the original 1929 edition.
  poems by langston hughes: Women Who Wrote Louisa May Alcott, Jane Austen, Charlotte
Bronte, Emily Bronte, Gertrude Stein, Phillis Wheatley, 2020-06-09 Meet the women who wrote.
They wrote against all odds. Some wrote defiantly; some wrote desperately. Some wrote while
trapped within the confines of status and wealth. Some wrote hand-to-mouth in abject poverty. Some
wrote trapped in a room of their father’s house, and some went in search of a room of their own.
They had lovers and families. They were sometimes lonely. Many wrote anonymously or under a
pseudonym for a world not yet ready for their genius and talent. We know many of their
names—Austen and Alcott, Brontë and Browning, Wheatley and Woolf—though some may be less
familiar. They are here, waiting to introduce themselves. They marched through the world one by
one or in small sisterhoods, speaking to each other and to us over distances of place and time.
Pushing back against the boundaries meant to keep us in our place, they carved enough space for
themselves to write. They made space for us to follow. Here they are gathered together, an army of
women who wrote and an arsenal of words to inspire us. They walk with us as we forge our own
paths forward. These women wrote to change the world. The perfect keepsake gift for the reader in
your life Anthology of stories and poems Book length: approximately 90,000 words
  poems by langston hughes: I, Too, Am America Langston Hughes, 2012-05-22 Winner of the
Coretta Scott King illustrator award, I, Too, Am America blends the poetic wisdom of Langston
Hughes with visionary illustrations from Bryan Collier in this inspirational picture book that carries
the promise of equality. I, too, sing America. I am the darker brother. They send me to eat in the
kitchen When company comes, But I laugh, And eat well, And grow strong. Langston Hughes was a
courageous voice of his time, and his authentic call for equality still rings true today. Beautiful
paintings from Barack Obama illustrator Bryan Collier accompany and reinvent the celebrated lines
of the poem I, Too, creating a breathtaking reminder to all Americans that we are united despite our
differences. This picture book of Langston Hughes’s celebrated poem, I, Too, Am America, is also a
Common Core Text Exemplar for Poetry.
  poems by langston hughes: Langston Hughes: Short Stories Langston Hughes, 1997-08-15
Stories capturing “the vibrancy of Harlem life, the passions of ordinary black people, and the
indignities of everyday racism” by “a great American writer” (Kirkus Reviews). This collection of
forty-seven stories written between 1919 and 1963—the most comprehensive available—showcases
Langston Hughes’s literary blossoming and the development of his personal and artistic concerns in
the decades that preceded the passage of the Civil Rights Act. Many of the stories assembled here
have long been out of print, and others never before collected. These poignant, witty, angry, and
deeply poetic stories demonstrate Hughes’s uncanny gift for elucidating the most vexing questions
of American race relations and human nature in general. “[Hughes’s fiction] manifests his ‘wonder
at the world.’ As these stories reveal, that wonder has lost little of its shine.” —The Cleveland Plain
Dealer
  poems by langston hughes: The Dream Keeper and Other Poems Langston Hughes,



1996-12-03 Illus. in black-and-white. This classic collection of poetry is available in a handsome new
gift edition that includes seven additional poems written after The Dream Keeper was first
published. In a larger format, featuring Brian Pinkney's scratchboard art on every spread, Hughes's
inspirational message to young people is as relevant today as it was in 1932.
  poems by langston hughes: Thank You, M'am Langston Hughes, 2014-08 When a young boy
named Roger tries to steal the purse of a woman named Luella, he is just looking for money to buy
stylish new shoes. After she grabs him by the collar and drags him back to her home, he's sure that
he is in deep trouble. Instead, Roger is soon left speechless by her kindness and generosity.
  poems by langston hughes: Langston Hughes Langston Hughes, 2013 A collection of some of
the poetry of Langston Hughes.
  poems by langston hughes: Race in The Poetry of Langston Hughes Claudia Durst
Johnson, 2013-11-25 This informative edition explores the poetry of Langston Hughes through the
lens of race. Coverage includes an examination of Hughes's life and influences; a look at key ideas
related to race in Hughes's poetry, including the influence of African-American music, the use of
poetry to address racial problems, and the politics of Hughes's anti-lynching poems; and
contemporary perspectives on race, such as the decline of civil rights reform and the role of hip-hop
in shaping black music.
  poems by langston hughes: The Life of Langston Hughes Arnold Rampersad, 2002-01-10
The second volume in this biography finds Langston Hughes rooting himself in Harlem, receiving
stimulation from his rich cultural surroundings. Here he rethought his view of art and radicalism and
cultivated relationships with younger, more militant writers such as Richard Wright and Ralph
Ellison.
  poems by langston hughes: I, Too, Sing America Catherine Clinton, 1998 A collection of
poems by African-American writers, including Lucy Terry, Gwendolyn Bennett, and Alice Walker.
  poems by langston hughes: Bright and Bold Langston Hughes, 2004
  poems by langston hughes: The Negro W. E. B. Du Bois, 2001-05-22 A classic rediscovered.
  poems by langston hughes: The Panther and the Lash Langston Hughes, 2011-10-26 Hughes's
last collection of poems commemorates the experience of Black Americans in a voice that no reader
could fail to hear—the last testament of a great American writer who grappled fearlessly and artfully
with the most compelling issues of his time. “Langston Hughes is a titanic figure in 20th-century
American literature ... a powerful interpreter of the American experience.” —The Philadelphia
Inquirer From the publication of his first book in 1926, Langston Hughes was America's
acknowledged poet of color. Here, Hughes's voice—sometimes ironic, sometimes bitter, always
powerful—is more pointed than ever before, as he explicitly addresses the racial politics of the
sixties in such pieces as Prime, Motto, Dream Deferred, Frederick Douglas: 1817-1895, Still Here,
Birmingham Sunday. History, Slave, Warning, and Daybreak in Alabama.
  poems by langston hughes: White Buildings Hart Crane, 1986 Distinctive poems by the
American writer reveal his vision of contemporary life and man's struggles to find a meaningful
existence
  poems by langston hughes: Langston's Salvation Wallace D. Best, 2019-02-01 Winner of the
2018 Award for Excellence in the Study of Religion in Textual Studies, presented by the American
Academy of Religion 2018 Outstanding Academic Title, given by Choice Magazine A new perspective
on the role of religion in the work of Langston Hughes Langston's Salvation offers a fascinating
exploration into the religious thought of Langston Hughes. Known for his poetry, plays, and social
activism, the importance of religion in Hughes’ work has historically been ignored or dismissed. This
book puts this aspect of Hughes work front and center, placing it into the wider context of
twentieth-century American and African American religious cultures. Best brings to life the religious
orientation of Hughes work, illuminating how this powerful figure helped to expand the definition of
African American religion during this time. Best argues that contrary to popular perception, Hughes
was neither an avowed atheist nor unconcerned with religious matters. He demonstrates that
Hughes’ religious writing helps to situate him and other black writers as important participants in a



broader national discussion about race and religion in America. Through a rigorous analysis that
includes attention to Hughes’s unpublished religious poems, Langston’s Salvation reveals new
insights into Hughes’s body of work, and demonstrates that while Hughes is seen as one of the most
important voices of the Harlem Renaissance, his writing also needs to be understood within the
context of twentieth-century American religious liberalism and of the larger modernist movement.
Combining historical and literary analyses with biographical explorations of Langston Hughes as a
writer and individual, Langston’s Salvation opens a space to read Langston Hughes’ writing
religiously, in order to fully understand the writer and the world he inhabited.
  poems by langston hughes: Hold Fast Blue Balliett, 2013-03-01 From NYT bestselling author
Blue Balliett, the story of a girl who falls into Chicago's shelter system, and from there must solve
the mystery of her father's strange disappearance. Where is Early's father? He's not the kind of
father who would disappear. But he's gone . . . and he's left a whole lot of trouble behind.As danger
closes in, Early, her mom, and her brother have to flee their apartment. With nowhere else to go,
they are forced to move into a city shelter. Once there, Early starts asking questions and looking for
answers. Because her father hasn't disappeared without a trace. There are patterns and rhythms to
what's happened, and Early might be the only one who can use them to track him down and make
her way out of a very tough place.With her signature, singular love of language and sense of
mystery, Blue Balliett weaves a story that takes readers from the cold, snowy Chicago streets to the
darkest corner of the public library, on an unforgettable hunt for deep truths and a reunited family.
  poems by langston hughes: First Book Of Jazz Langston Hughes, 1995-10-21 An introduction
to jazz music by one of our finest writers. Langston Hughes, celebrated poet and longtime jazz
enthusiast, wrote The First Book of Jazz as a homage to the music that inspired him. The roll of
African drums, the dancing quadrilles of old New Orleans, the work songs of the river ports, the field
shanties of the cotton plantations, the spirituals, the blues, the off-beats of ragtime -- in a history as
exciting as jazz rhythms, Hughes describes how each of these played a part in the extraordinary
history of jazz.
  poems by langston hughes: Selected Letters of Langston Hughes Langston Hughes,
2015-02-10 This is the first comprehensive selection from the correspondence of the iconic and
beloved Langston Hughes. It offers a life in letters that showcases his many struggles as well as his
memorable achievements. Arranged by decade and linked by expert commentary, the volume guides
us through Hughes’s journey in all its aspects: personal, political, practical, and—above all—literary.
His letters range from those written to family members, notably his father (who opposed Langston’s
literary ambitions), and to friends, fellow artists, critics, and readers who sought him out by mail.
These figures include personalities such as Carl Van Vechten, Blanche Knopf, Zora Neale Hurston,
Arna Bontemps, Vachel Lindsay, Ezra Pound, Richard Wright, Kurt Weill, Carl Sandburg, Gwendolyn
Brooks, James Baldwin, Martin Luther King, Jr., Alice Walker, Amiri Baraka, and Muhammad Ali. The
letters tell the story of a determined poet precociously finding his mature voice; struggling to realize
his literary goals in an environment generally hostile to blacks; reaching out bravely to the young
and challenging them to aspire beyond the bonds of segregation; using his artistic prestige to serve
the disenfranchised and the cause of social justice; irrepressibly laughing at the world despite its
quirks and humiliations. Venturing bravely on what he called the “big sea” of life, Hughes made his
way forward always aware that his only hope of self-fulfillment and a sense of personal integrity lay
in diligently pursuing his literary vocation. Hughes’s voice in these pages, enhanced by photographs
and quotations from his poetry, allows us to know him intimately and gives us an unusually rich
picture of this generous, visionary, gratifyingly good man who was also a genius of modern American
letters.
  poems by langston hughes: The Book of Negro Folklore Langston Hughes, Arna Bontemps,
1959
  poems by langston hughes: Love to Langston Tony Medina, 2002 This inspiring biography
on Langston Hughes celebrates his life through poetry.
  poems by langston hughes: Coming Home Floyd Cooper, 1996



  poems by langston hughes: The Collected Works of Langston Hughes Langston Hughes,
Dolan Hubbard, 2001 The sixteen volumes are published with the goal that Hughes pursued
throughout his lifetime: making his books available to the people. Each volume will include a
biographical and literary chronology by Arnold Rampersad, as well as an introduction by a Hughes
scholar lume introductions will provide contextual and historical information on the particular work.
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