
opening devotions for meetings
opening devotions for meetings are a vital way to set a positive and focused tone, whether
gathering for business, church, school, or other group activities. This article explores the importance
of opening devotions, practical ideas, and tips for leading them effectively. Readers will discover a
variety of devotion themes, sample prayers, and best practices for engaging participants, making
meetings more meaningful and productive. With a focus on spiritual growth and unity, this guide
offers inspiration for those seeking to enhance their gatherings. From scripture selections to
creative formats, every aspect is covered for anyone looking to incorporate opening devotions for
meetings. Continue reading to learn how to choose the right devotion, encourage participation, and
foster a welcoming environment that benefits everyone involved.
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Understanding the Role of Opening Devotions for
Meetings

Opening devotions for meetings serve as a spiritual foundation, providing a moment to reflect,
refocus, and unite before addressing the agenda. Whether in a corporate, educational, religious, or
volunteer setting, devotions can bring clarity, inspiration, and a sense of purpose to any gathering.
They offer an opportunity for participants to pause, share gratitude, and set intentions, which can
foster collaboration and respect among group members. Incorporating devotions at the beginning of
meetings demonstrates a commitment to values, encourages mindfulness, and helps to create a
supportive atmosphere where everyone feels welcomed and valued.

Benefits of Starting Meetings with Devotions

Choosing to include opening devotions for meetings can provide tangible and intangible benefits that
enhance the overall experience. These benefits extend beyond spiritual growth and can positively
influence group dynamics, productivity, and morale. Here are some key advantages:



Promotes Unity: Sharing a devotion helps align participants spiritually and emotionally,
creating a sense of togetherness.

Encourages Mindfulness: Devotions prompt reflection, helping individuals remain present
and focused during discussions.

Sets a Positive Tone: Beginning with uplifting thoughts or prayers establishes an
encouraging atmosphere.

Reinforces Shared Values: Regular devotions highlight the group’s core beliefs,
strengthening commitment.

Reduces Stress: Taking time for devotion can ease anxiety and foster calmness before
tackling complex topics.

Inspires Purpose: Devotions remind participants of the mission and goals, motivating
meaningful contributions.

Popular Themes for Opening Devotions

Gratitude and Thankfulness

Focusing on gratitude as a theme helps participants appreciate each other’s contributions and
recognize the blessings present in their lives and work. Opening devotions centered on thankfulness
can set a tone of positivity and mutual respect.

Unity and Teamwork

Emphasizing unity and teamwork is especially effective in group settings. Devotions on this theme
encourage collaboration, empathy, and understanding, reminding everyone of the importance of
working together toward shared objectives.

Wisdom and Guidance

Requesting wisdom and guidance through prayer or reflection can help groups make thoughtful
decisions. This theme is ideal when meetings involve planning, problem-solving, or navigating
challenges.



Service and Leadership

Devotions about service and leadership inspire members to act with integrity and compassion. They
can motivate individuals to lead by example and put others’ needs first, fostering a culture of
selflessness and responsibility.

Peace and Calmness

In stressful environments, focusing on peace and calmness can help participants manage emotions
and approach discussions with patience. This theme encourages a tranquil and receptive mindset.

How to Prepare and Lead Effective Devotions

Preparing and leading opening devotions for meetings requires thoughtful planning and sensitivity
to the audience. A well-crafted devotion should be concise, relevant, and inclusive, setting the stage
for a productive meeting. Here are steps to ensure success:

Consider the Group: Tailor your devotion to the group’s values, beliefs, and preferences. Be1.
mindful of diverse backgrounds.

Select an Appropriate Theme: Choose a topic that resonates with the meeting’s purpose or2.
current group needs.

Choose Relevant Scripture or Reflection: Pick a passage, story, or quote that aligns with3.
your chosen theme.

Prepare a Short Message: Develop a brief, meaningful message that connects the theme to4.
the day’s agenda.

Include a Prayer or Moment of Silence: Offer a prayer or invite quiet reflection to allow5.
participants to center themselves.

Effective leaders keep devotions concise (typically 3–5 minutes), use inclusive language, and create
space for participation when appropriate. Preparation ensures the devotion is meaningful and sets
the right tone for the meeting.

Sample Opening Devotion Ideas and Formats

There are many creative ways to structure opening devotions for meetings. Using a variety of
formats can keep devotions fresh and engaging. Below are sample ideas and structures commonly
used:



Scripture Reading and Reflection

Begin with a relevant Bible passage, followed by a short reflection that connects the scripture to the
meeting’s objectives or challenges. Conclude with a prayer related to the theme.

Inspirational Quote and Discussion

Share an uplifting quote from a spiritual leader, author, or historical figure. Invite attendees to share
brief thoughts or relate the quote to their work, then offer a closing prayer or statement.

Guided Prayer or Blessing

Lead the group in a focused prayer, asking for wisdom, unity, and guidance. This format can be
customized to address specific meeting topics or concerns.

Moment of Silence or Meditation

Encourage participants to pause for a moment of silence or guided meditation. This approach is
inclusive for interfaith or secular groups, allowing everyone to reflect in their own way.

Storytelling or Personal Testimony

Share a brief story or personal testimony relevant to the meeting’s purpose. Relate the story to a
scriptural or moral lesson and invite others to reflect or share.

Tips for Engaging Participants

Engaging participants in opening devotions for meetings improves connection and impact. Here are
practical tips to encourage involvement and create a welcoming environment:

Invite Participation: Ask group members to take turns leading devotions or sharing prayers.

Be Inclusive: Use language and themes that respect diverse beliefs and backgrounds.

Keep it Concise: Respect participants’ time by limiting devotions to a few minutes.

Use Visuals or Music: Incorporate images, music, or readings to enhance engagement.

Encourage Reflection: Allow time for silent reflection or personal sharing as appropriate.



Connect to Meeting Goals: Relate devotion themes to the day’s agenda for greater
relevance.

By following these tips, leaders can foster a sense of belonging and make devotions a valued part of
every meeting.

Frequently Asked Questions About Opening Devotions
for Meetings

Below are answers to common questions about planning, leading, and participating in opening
devotions for meetings.

Q: What is the purpose of opening devotions for meetings?
A: The purpose is to set a positive, focused, and unifying tone by inviting spiritual reflection, prayer,
or meditation. This helps participants prepare mentally and emotionally, encouraging effective
collaboration and productivity.

Q: How long should an opening devotion last?
A: Most opening devotions for meetings last between 3 and 5 minutes. Keeping devotions concise
ensures respect for participants’ time while maintaining impact.

Q: Can opening devotions be inclusive for diverse groups?
A: Yes, devotions can be designed to respect a range of beliefs. Leaders may use universal themes
such as gratitude, peace, or service, and invite silent reflection instead of specific prayers when
appropriate.

Q: What are some popular themes for opening devotions?
A: Popular themes include gratitude, unity, wisdom, leadership, service, peace, and guidance.
Themes should be relevant to the group and meeting purpose.

Q: Who should lead the opening devotion?
A: Leadership can rotate among group members or be assigned to a designated person. Inviting
different participants fosters engagement and ownership.



Q: What if someone is uncomfortable participating in
devotions?
A: Participation in devotions should always be voluntary. Respect individual preferences and offer
alternative options like moments of silence or personal reflection.

Q: How can opening devotions improve meeting outcomes?
A: Devotions promote unity, reduce stress, encourage mindfulness, and reinforce shared values. This
leads to improved communication, collaboration, and decision-making during meetings.

Q: Should opening devotions be connected to the meeting
agenda?
A: Connecting devotions to the meeting’s purpose or challenges enhances relevance and impact.
Tailor themes and messages to the context whenever possible.

Q: Are there resources for finding devotion materials?
A: Yes, leaders can use scripture, inspirational quotes, devotionals, and online resources to find
suitable materials. Adapt these to fit the group’s needs and meeting format.

Q: What is the best way to encourage participation in
devotions?
A: Encourage volunteers, rotate leadership, invite sharing, and use inclusive themes. Creating a
welcoming and respectful atmosphere helps participants feel comfortable joining in.
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Are you looking for ways to infuse your workplace meetings with positivity, purpose, and
connection? Starting your meetings with impactful opening devotions can foster a more
collaborative and spiritually enriching environment. This comprehensive guide offers a wealth of
ideas, practical tips, and diverse examples to help you craft meaningful opening devotions that
resonate with your team, regardless of their faith backgrounds. We'll explore various approaches,
ensuring inclusivity and fostering a sense of shared purpose within your organization. Let's dive in
and discover how to transform your ordinary meetings into extraordinary experiences.

Why Incorporate Opening Devotions?

The benefits of incorporating opening devotions into your meetings extend far beyond simple
spirituality. They create a space for:

Building Camaraderie:

Starting with a shared moment of reflection can foster a sense of community and shared humanity
among team members. It breaks down barriers and encourages a more open and supportive work
environment.

Enhancing Focus and Productivity:

A brief, thoughtful devotion can center the minds of participants, setting a positive tone for the
meeting and improving focus on the tasks ahead. It acts as a mental reset, clearing the mind of
distractions.

Promoting Ethical Decision-Making:

By reflecting on values and principles, devotions can implicitly encourage ethical behavior and
responsible decision-making within the team.

Boosting Morale and Engagement:

A positive and uplifting start to a meeting can significantly improve overall team morale and
engagement, leading to increased productivity and job satisfaction.



Crafting Inclusive Opening Devotions

The key to successful opening devotions lies in inclusivity. Avoid overly religious or sectarian
language and instead focus on universal themes of hope, compassion, and integrity. Here are some
approaches:

Short Inspirational Quotes:

Begin with a powerful quote from a renowned figure, spiritual leader, or even a contemporary
author. Choose quotes that inspire reflection and promote positive thinking. Always cite the source.

Brief Stories of Inspiration:

Share a concise, engaging story that illustrates perseverance, kindness, or ethical leadership. These
stories can be drawn from diverse cultural and religious backgrounds.

Guided Meditations or Mindfulness Exercises:

A short guided meditation or mindfulness exercise can help to calm the mind and focus attention.
These techniques are secular in nature and widely accessible.

Thought-Provoking Questions:

Pose a simple yet profound question for reflection, prompting participants to consider their values
and perspectives. Encourage a brief silent moment for personal reflection before the meeting
begins.

Nature-Inspired Reflections:

Draw inspiration from nature – a sunrise, a blooming flower, the vastness of the sky. These images
can evoke a sense of wonder and awe, prompting reflection on our place in the world.



Practical Tips for Effective Devotions

Keep it brief: Aim for 2-5 minutes maximum to avoid disrupting the meeting's schedule.
Vary your approach: Avoid monotony by incorporating different methods (quotes, stories,
meditations) over time.
Be mindful of your audience: Tailor your devotions to the specific context and the cultural
background of your team members.
Practice beforehand: Rehearse your delivery to ensure a smooth and confident presentation.
Gather feedback: Periodically ask for feedback from your team to gauge the effectiveness and
relevance of your devotions.

Examples of Opening Devotions

Example 1 (Inspirational Quote):

"The purpose of life, after all, is to live it, to taste experience to the utmost, to reach out eagerly and
without fear for newer and richer experience." – Eleanor Roosevelt

Example 2 (Short Story):

Share a brief anecdote about someone overcoming adversity through resilience and determination.

Example 3 (Guided Meditation):

Lead a short mindfulness exercise focusing on deep breathing and present moment awareness.

Conclusion

Opening devotions can be a powerful tool for creating a more positive, productive, and spiritually
enriching work environment. By thoughtfully crafting inclusive and relevant devotions, you can
foster a stronger sense of community, enhance team morale, and promote ethical decision-making
within your organization. Remember to keep it brief, be mindful of your audience, and regularly
assess the impact of your approach. The investment is small, but the returns in terms of team
cohesion and overall well-being are significant.

FAQs



1. Are opening devotions appropriate for all workplaces? While the approach needs tailoring, the
underlying principles of fostering positivity and shared reflection can benefit almost any workplace
culture. Focus on universally appealing themes rather than explicitly religious ones.

2. What if some team members are uncomfortable with devotions? Offer optional participation.
Ensure that the devotions are inclusive and avoid overtly religious content. Provide alternative
activities during that time for those who prefer not to participate.

3. How can I ensure my devotions are inclusive of different faiths and beliefs? Focus on universal
human values such as kindness, compassion, integrity, and perseverance. Avoid specific religious
terminology or practices.

4. What if I'm not religious or spiritual myself? You don't need to be deeply religious to lead a
meaningful devotion. Focus on inspiring quotes, uplifting stories, or simple mindfulness exercises
that promote positive reflection.

5. How often should we have opening devotions? The frequency depends on your team's culture and
preferences. Starting once a week or even once a month can be a good starting point. Observe the
impact and adjust accordingly.

  opening devotions for meetings: The Four Pages of the Sermon Paul Scott Wilson,
2010-09-01 Doing justice to the complexity of the preaching task and the questions that underlie it,
Wilson organizes both the preparation and the content of the sermon around its four pages. Each
page addresses a different theological and creative component of what happens in any sermon. Page
One presents the trouble or conflict that takes place in or that underscores the biblical text itself.
Page Two looks at similar conflict--sin or brokenness--in our own time. Page Three returns to the
Bible to identify where God is at work in or behind the text--in other words, to discover the good
news. Page Four points to God at work in our world, particularly in relation to the situations
described in Page Two.
  opening devotions for meetings: Creative Meetings, Bible Lessons, and Worship Ideas
Youth Specialities, 1997 Nearly 200 ready-to-use ideas for hard-hitting Bible lessons and relevant
worship services for teenagers! - Bible Study Meetings . . . Techniques and approaches for making
any Bible lesson -- topical or scriptural -- appealing to unchurched teenagers as well as to preachers'
kids. - Creative Bible Lessons . . . 'Martha and Mary Malpractice' (page 67), 'Noah and the Ark I. Q.
Test' (page 43), and 70 more very different, very fun, and very solid Bible lessons. - Theme Lessons .
. . Build an entire lesson on a specific theme. Try 'Feet Meeting' (page 118) -- foot games followed by
a lesson on the symbolic importance of washing each other's feet. You aren't into feet? Okay, what
about the hands of Jesus? Or the light versus darkness? They're all here! - Bible Games . . . These
won't speed your kids into seminary, but they certainly go a long way toward making the Bible
interesting to your students -- and fun, too! - Worship Services . . . Some are informal, others have a
liturgical feel -- and all are innovative. Here are the ideas for communion, confession, music, prayer,
and Scripture reading. And More . . . Full lessons (all the components are here, from opening mixers
to closing prayers), board games (with reproducible game 'boards'), and ideas for using guest
speakers and special projects. Whether you're a youth worker or a recreation director at a church,
school, club, or camp -- Creative Meetings, Bible Lessons, and Worship Ideas is your storehouse of
proven, youth-group tested ideas.
  opening devotions for meetings: Opening Devotions for Womens Groups Deborah
Edwards, 1985
  opening devotions for meetings: The God I Never Knew Robert Morris, 2011 Morris clearly
explains that the Holy Spirit's chief desire is for relationships--to offer us the encouragement and



guidance of a trusted friend. This insightful and biblically-based book moves beyond theological
jargon, religious tradition, and cultural misconceptions to clarify what the Holy Spirit promises to do
in the lives of Christians.
  opening devotions for meetings: God Hears Her , 2017-08-30 Take comfort in knowing that
God hears you. The story of Hannah in 1 Samuel tells of one woman’s personal heartache and trust
in the One who could fulfill her desires. She poured her heart out to God, and He heard her. The Our
Daily Bread devotions selected for this collection reassure you that God is with you, God is for you,
and God hears you. The personal stories and Scripture passages lift you up and remind you that God
is bigger than the trials you face.
  opening devotions for meetings: This Is How We Begin: Devotionals and Prayers to
Start Meetings Open Waters Publishing, 2013-12-15 This is How We Begin: Devotionals and
Prayers to Start Meetings makes it possible to have church meetings where everyone is really
present - including God. Start your meetings by reading of the 40+ devotionals in this book aloud to
remind people that God is in the room. Each devotional includes a brief prayer at the end to get your
meeting off to a good start.
  opening devotions for meetings: Altar Guild and Sacristy Handbook S. Anita Stauffer,
2014-10-17 S. Anita Stauffer's original work for altar guilds has been a fixture in churches
everywhere since the 1970s. This fourth, revised edition of her classic reflects recent developments
in liturgical practice and gives attention to the Evangelical Lutheran Worship family of resources.
Altar guild members and sacristans will appreciate the practical and expanded information on caring
for the worship space, furnishings, appointments, vestments, and linens; the nuts and bolts of
preparing for the sacraments and for funerals, weddings, and other occasional services; and a
thorough overview of the church year. Also included are suggestions for organizing the altar guild's
work and a helpful glossary. Altar Guild and Sacristy Handbook invites you to approach this role not
just as a task, but as a ministry to the whole assembly in God's service.
  opening devotions for meetings: Lead Like Jesus Ken Blanchard, Phil Hodges, 2008-09 Learn
how to lead like Jesus, whether in the home, the church, the community, or the marketplace; moving
not only from success to significance but taking a step beyond significance--surrender.
  opening devotions for meetings: The Wisdom of the Seasons Charles M. Olsen, 2009-10-30
The church year is often seen as a framework for church programs, but well-known Alban author
Charles Olsen shows readers how it can be a prism through which congregations more deeply
understand their own stories. By weaving together our narratives and those of Christian tradition, a
congregation can clarify its identity, grow in wisdom, and discover a new vision and ministry. Olsen
draws parallels between the church seasons and practices of spiritual formation--letting go, naming
and celebrating God's presence, and taking hold. He shows us how these movements are expressed
in the three major cycles of the church year--Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost. Focusing on
communal narratives, he presents a process for telling a story and forming a corporate memory of
the story, and then deepening and reflecting on it by exploring the season of the church year that
captures its character.
  opening devotions for meetings: Be Not Afraid! Frederic M. Roberts, 2005-03-01 In this
in-depth study of eight diverse mainline Protestant congregations, anthropologist Fredric Roberts
finds that when local congregations are evaluated by spiritual and religious standards instead of
corporate- or pop-culture-based values there remains much to celebrate. Roberts recommends that
congregations work to discover their own uniqueness and to build upon the strength that already
exist among its own members. Be Not Afraid! is a guide to help congregations rediscover their true
calling to be nurturing faith communities, committed to spreading the good news and making
disciples.
  opening devotions for meetings: Designing Worship Together Norma deWaal Malefyt,
Howard Vanderwell, 2004-12-30 Much more than a how-to for worship planners. Drawing on more
than two decades of collaborative worship planning, as well as numerous conversations with other
worship planners. Pastor Howard Vanderwell and musician Norma de Waal Malefyt lay out a



thoughtful, field-tested process for planning, implementing, and evaluating life-enriching weekly
worship. Well over a dozen field-tested tools and a selected bibliography round out this invaluable
resource for worship planners.
  opening devotions for meetings: Getting the Word Out Frederick H. Gonnerman,
2003-10-22 High quality publications and public relations will enhance a congregation's overall
ministry by promoting strong stewardship, effective evangelism, and exciting parish education.
Getting the Word Out provides all the tools congregations need to create attention-grabbing,
informative, and inspiring communications. Frederick H. Gonnerman shows readers how to assess
their audience and the competition for the audience's attention; identify a publication's purpose; and
create useful, readable, and attractive publications-whether print or online, for the congregation or a
broader community.
  opening devotions for meetings: A Brigit of Ireland Devotional Mael Brigde, 2021-08-27
She is the gateway to inspiration, the eternal sparkling flame. A Brigit of Ireland Devotional – Sun
Among Stars evokes this much-loved Goddess and Saint, drawing on her history, mythology, and
traditions, and on the author's intimate bond with her. Thoughtful essays, a daily devotional
practice, and extensive resources make it a useful reference as well as an inspiring text.
  opening devotions for meetings: 10 Habits for Effective Ministry Lowell O. Erdahl, Studies
reveal that many pastors are stressed out, discouraged, and tempted to leave the ministry. Giving
practical advice and often drawing on examples from his own experience, Lowell O. Erdahl offers
support and wise counsel for new and experienced clergy alike. Erdahl shows that to provide
life-giving ministries, pastors must develop ten key habits, including: bonding with their people,
having something to say and saying it well, becoming lifelong learners, picking their battles wisely
and fighting them fairly, exercising gift-evoking leadership, and respecting boundaries.
  opening devotions for meetings: Beginning Ministry Together Roy M. Oswald, James
Heath, Ann Heath, 2003-12-01 Beginning Ministry Together is about the transition period between
the announcement that one pastor is leaving and the time when another pastor is well settled. The
message brought by Roy Oswald and colleagues Jim and Ann Heath is that this is not an impossible
time to be survived only with a lot of expert help. Rather, even though the task is complex,
committed congregational leaders can handle it—with the help of people who have been on this
journey before. Oswald describes how clergy and congregations can better end and begin
pastorates. He shows them how to say good-bye and discern their needs for the future—how to use
the open space between pastorates for evaluation and preparation for a new day.
  opening devotions for meetings: Attending Parishioners' Spiritual Growth Thomas P.
Williamsen, 1997-12-31 Discover how to assist parishioners in their prayer and spiritual life. Learn
how individual spiritual growth can flow back into the congregation's growth as a community.
Explore new ideas and practical approaches to using Christian education, worship, retreats,
devotional guides, and church meetings as tools to achieve spiritual growth. Learn about spirituality
gender differences; the importance of your own spiritual life; spiritually grounding lay leaders;
encouraging spiritual friendships and study groups.
  opening devotions for meetings: Transforming Church Boards into Communities Charles
M. Olsen, 1995-02-01 Discover inspiring, practical ways your board can make its meetings become
opportunities for deepening faith, developing leadership, and church renewal. Research included
interviews with lay leaders; clergy; and seminary, judicatory, and denominational staff from mainline
Protestant, Roman Catholic, Jewish, and Evangelical Christian faith traditions.
  opening devotions for meetings: Woman's Missionary Friend , 1898
  opening devotions for meetings: St. Andrew's Cross , 1924
  opening devotions for meetings: God, a Motorcycle, and the Open Road Tim Riter,
2019-04-02 Riding for God's Glory So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the
glory of God. Romans 14:23 If you're a biker and a Christian, have you considered that riding, can be
an activity that brings glory to God, draws you closer to His creation and provides an opportunity to
share your faith with fellow riders? Motorcycle and Jesus enthusiast Tim Riter has some amazing



stories and spiritual truths he's collected from riding over 200,000 miles, covering 46 states, and
three countries. Discover what happens when a long-haired hippie biker strolls into a redneck bar a
new back tire causes a dangerous spill a chance encounter with an angry driver turns into a 20-mile
chase These and other engaging devotions will show you how your faith blends into your riding and
help you experience that same sense of adventure you get from motorcycling in your walk with God,
or in this case, your ride with God.
  opening devotions for meetings: Cultivating the Missional Church Randolph C. Ferebee,
2012-10 Written from a post-Christendom/emergent worldview, this books was born of a singular
question asked in hundreds of ways: What do we do to be faithful in this changed and changing
reality? Whether shaped by anxiety, a foretaste of coming changes, excitement, or energy at the
prospects of witness and service the future holds, the question remains the same and the answers
elusive. Part one addresses church functions under categories of governance, modeling,
collaboration, champion, catalyst, mission, covenant, disciple, change and leadership. Part two offers
further explication of the functions, including books recommended for in-depth study, application
ideas, and further exploration of themes.
  opening devotions for meetings: Music from the Middle Ages Through the Twentieth
Century Gwynn S. McPeek, 1988 First Published in 1988. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor &
Francis, an informa company.
  opening devotions for meetings: The Heathen Woman's Friend , 1888
  opening devotions for meetings: The Open Church Michael Novak, 2017-07-05 Michael
Novak's eyewitness report on the second and pivotal session of Vatican II in 1964 vividly inter
weaves pageantry, politics, and theology. An unusually well-informed lay intellectual, who had
earned a theological degree just before the Council, Novak applauded the purposes of Pope John
XXIII and his successor Paul VI-to throw open the windows of the church. In this report, he coined
the classic description of the foes of the reforms at Vatican II as the party of nonhistorical orthodoxy,
emphasizing the eternal and unchanging, neglecting history and contingency. The author recounts
many moments of high drama-Pope Paul VI's opening speech, the vote on the collegiality of bishops,
the plea of Cardinal Bea on behalf of the chapter on Jews, and Bishop De Smedt's defense of
religious freedom. His colorful chapter on the American bishops in 1964 serves as a fascinating
benchmark, as do his many insights into the new role of the laity. His final chapter is a moving
tribute to the Open Church engaging the contemporary world, and his new introduction brings this
report up to date. This work will be of compelling interest to those interested in the post-conciliar
fall of Communism, under the great John Paul II-who took his name from his two predecessors at
Vatican II. The winner of the million-dollar Templeton Prize for Progress in Religion (1994), Michael
Novak is a theologian, author, and former U.S. ambassador. He currently holds the George
Frederick Jewett Chair in Religion and Public Policy at the American Enterprise Institute in
Washington, D.C. where he is director of social and political studies. His writings have appeared in
every major Western language, and in Chinese, Bengali, Korean, and Japanese. Also available from
Transaction are his Catholic Social Thought and Liberal Institutions, The Experience of Nothingness,
The Guns of Lattimer, Unmeltable Ethnics, Belief and Unbelief, and Choosing Presidents.
  opening devotions for meetings: Spirits Eat Ripe Papaya Bill Svelmoe, 2010-04-29 Philip
Andrews arrives on the mission field with outwardly impeccable credentials. He's a preacher's kid
and a lifelong evangelical Protestant who has been recruited to teach the seventh and eighth grade
children of missionaries in the Philippines. What none of the missionaries who welcome him to
Ilusan know is that he's also been expelled from Bible college for his relationship with the daughter
of a prominent evangelist. Despite his shoulder-length hair, which causes him to be mistaken for
both a woman and Jesus before he's been at the mission center for twenty-four hours, Philip's
easy-going charm and skill at speaking evangelicalese soon win him a following, especially among
the school children. But is Philip a bad seed, a wolf in sheep's clothing? Or is he an earnest seeker
simply trying to find his way? Before this hilarious novel, which one evangelical literary agent said
would never be published, reaches its shocking conclusion, every missionary at Ilusan and Philip



himself will have to answer that question.
  opening devotions for meetings: Celebration of Discipline Richard J. Foster, 2009-03-17
Richard J. Foster’s Celebration of Discipline: The Path to Spiritual Growth is hailed by many as the
best modern book on Christian spirituality with millions of copies sold since its original publication
in 1978. In Celebration of Discipline, Foster explores the classic Disciplines, or central spiritual
practices, of the Christian faith to show how each of these areas contribute to a balanced spiritual
life. Foster, the bestselling author of several books (Prayer and Streams of Living Water) and
intrachurch movement founder of Renovaré, helps motivate Christians everywhere to embark on a
journey of prayer and spiritual growth.
  opening devotions for meetings: Handbook Brotherhood of St. Andrew, 1922
  opening devotions for meetings: A Cup of Tea and Devotions Beverly Davis, 2021-11-18 “A
Cup of Tea and Devotions” Why was I inspired to create this devotional? I wrote this journal simply
because I, myself, needed to be encouraged. Like so many others, I needed to know that in my most
darkness times, God is there, in most fearful moments, God is carrying me and guiding me alone all
life’s obstacles. Besides, my own tribulations, I have always had a passion in writing, inspiring and
encouraging other women to become the best version of themselves. You will see that in this book, I
have chosen scriptures that God has placed personally on my heart that have instrumentally
changed and has shaped the course my life. These are some inspired verses that I meditate on often
when I need an uplift. I hope that the same verses that encourage me will also motivate and
empower you in your journey with the Lord. I pray this will strengthen you and propel you to grow
deeper in your Faith while reading, journaling, and learning all about God’s love, grace, and mercy.
No matter what we may face, know, and believe that He loves you immensely and that he will never
leave nor forsake you! And, perhaps to, while going through this journal, you may even be interested
in learning about all the different herbal teas you can drink and their benefits in this book. “Let your
roots grow down into him, and let lives be built on him. Then your faith will grow strong in the truth
you were taught, and you will overflow with thankfulness! (Colossians 2:7)
  opening devotions for meetings: 40 Days Dennis Edwin Smith, 2010 Join Dennis Smith on a
40-day spiritual journey that will change your life. As you commit to 40 days of personal devotional
study and prayer, your prayer life will become more consistent and effective, your faith will grow as
you witness answered prayers, and your connection with fellow believers will deepen.
  opening devotions for meetings: Official Minutes United Methodist Church (U.S.)
Conferences. Central New York, 1884
  opening devotions for meetings: Domestic Devotions in the Early Modern World ,
2018-12-10 This volume sets out to explore the world of domestic devotions and is premised on the
assumption that the home was a central space of religious practice and experience throughout the
early modern world. The contributions to this book, which deal with themes dating from the fifteenth
to the eighteenth century, tell of the intimate relationship between humans and the sacred within
the walls of the home. The volume demonstrates that the home cannot be studied in isolation: the
sixteen essays, that encompass religious history, the histories of art and architecture, material
culture, literary history, and social and cultural history, instead point individually and collectively to
the porosity of the home and its connectedness with other institutions and broader communities.
Contributors: Dotan Arad, Kathleen Ashley, Martin Christ, Hildegard Diemberger, Marco Faini,
Suzanna Ivanič, Debra Kaplan, Marion H. Katz, Soyeon Kim, Hester Lees-Jeffries, Borja Franco
Llopis, Alessia Meneghin, Francisco J. Moreno Díaz del Campo, Cristina Osswald, Kathleen M. Ryor,
Igor Sosa Mayor, Hanneke van Asperen, Torsten Wollina, and Jungyoon Yang.
  opening devotions for meetings: Newly Opened Treasury of Heavenly Incense; Or,
Christian's Companion Johannes Zollikofer, 1837
  opening devotions for meetings: Faith Journeys: Devotions for Spiritual Enrichment Thomas
R. Feller, Jr.,
  opening devotions for meetings: A Priest's Handbook Dennis G. Michno, 1998-07-01 An
authoritative priestly guidebook of the hows and whys of the Episcopal liturgy. The definitive



reference work that simplifies liturgical officiating and celebrating of the rites of the Episcopal
Church. A Priest's Handbook explains the appropriate use of vestments, color, altar preparation, as
well as gestures and movements during the various services. It also explores the particular prayer
and liturgical options for the Holy Eucharist, Holy Week, Baptism, and other events in the Church's
calendar. Sections on the use of the lectionary and the Daily Offices make this handbook truly
comprehensive.
  opening devotions for meetings: The World of the Bahá'í Faith Robert H. Stockman,
2021-12-30 The World of the Bahá’í Faith is an outstanding guide to the Bahá’í Faith and its culture
in all its geographical and historical diversity. Written by a distinguished team of international
contributors, this volume explores the origin of this religion and contains substantial thematic
articles on the living experience of the global Bahá’í community. The volume is organised into six
distinct sections: Leadership and Authoritative Texts Theology Humanity Society The Contemporary
Bahá’í Community History and Spread of the Bahá’í Community These sections cover such themes as
the afterlife, artistic expression, Bahá’í institutions, devotional life, diversity, economics, education,
the environment and sustainability, family life, gender, human nature, interfaith relations,
international governance, law, marriage, peace, persecution, philosophy, race, science and religion,
scripture, spirituality, and work. The development of the Bahá’í Faith is outlined in ten regional
articles. This volume provides an authoritative and accessible source of information on all topics
important to the Bahá’í Faith. The World of the Bahá’í Faith will be essential reading to students and
scholars studying world religions and comparative religion. It will also be of interest to those in
related fields such as sociology, political science, anthropology, and ethics.
  opening devotions for meetings: Catholic Devotion in Victorian England Mary Heimann, 1995
Heimann offers a controversial analysis of the influence of long-established recusant devotions and
attitudes in the new context of the reestablishment of Roman Catholicism in England from the
mid-nineteenth century.
  opening devotions for meetings: One Foot in Front of the Other Sue Woolley, 2020-10-01
THE HEARTWARMING AND UPLIFTING NEW STORY - PERFECT FOR FANS OF CLARE
MACKINTOSH AND CATHY BRAMLEY. Since being widowed, Claire's life has been simple. She
drives to work and comes home. She prepares meals for the week ahead. She feeds the cat. She
drinks two bottles of wine . . . But one morning, Claire wakes up with no memory of the night before.
What did she do? Even worse, what did she say to Philip - her oldest friend? Deciding to give up
alcohol is easy. However, Claire soon finds that the path to sobriety is an uphill struggle, and when
she and Philip embark on the adventure of a lifetime, she soon comes to realise that the end of one
road is only the beginning of another . . . Can Claire learn to trust in love again - and will she ever
trust herself?
  opening devotions for meetings: NKJV, Matthew Henry Daily Devotional Bible Thomas
Nelson, 2022-10-18 Delve deeply into God’s Word—and God’s heart—alongside wisdom from
Matthew Henry, one of the most trusted Bible teachers in the history of the church. For more than
three centuries, Matthew Henry’s work has been consulted and quoted by teachers and students the
world over. Now you can have his insights available alongside the trusted New King James version of
the Bible in the Matthew Henry Daily Devotional Bible. Featuring 366 devotions, the Matthew Henry
Daily Devotional Bible will help you gain greater understanding and appreciation of Scripture and
encounter God’s heart every day. Drawn from Henry’s enormously popular commentary, his insights
paired with Scripture will guide you into a deeper relationship with the Father as you find comfort,
knowledge, and wisdom from God’s Word. Features include: The complete Bible text in the New
King James translation 366 daily devotions, adapted from The Matthew Henry Commentary, one of
the most popular commentaries ever written Line-matched 2-column paragraph format Complete
index of devotions 2-color interior design Words of Christ in red Clear and readable NKJV Comfort
Print® typeface in a 10-point print size
  opening devotions for meetings: Elsie Chamberlain Alan Argent, 2014-09-19 Elsie
Chamberlain was a leading figure in British broadcasting and religious life. She was a pioneer in



many areas: the first woman chaplain to the armed forces; the first nonconformist minister to marry
an Anglican clergyman; the first woman producer in the religious broadcasting dept of the BBC and
the first woman to present the daily service on the radio. Her broadcasting accustomed many
listeners to the idea of a woman leading public worship. And she became the first woman to occupy
the chair of the Congregational Union of England and Wales and almost certainly the first woman
anywhere in the world to head a major denomination. Elsie Chamberlain is the first full biography
and a critical appreciation of this exceptional woman. Using original church and BBC archive
sources, the book tells the story of a woman who did more than any other to change the way
Christian women ministers are viewed.
  opening devotions for meetings: The Methodist new connexion magazine and
evangelical repository ,
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