
night elie wiesel
night elie wiesel is a powerful memoir that continues to resonate with readers around the world.
This article provides a comprehensive exploration of Elie Wiesel’s seminal work, covering its historical
background, central themes, literary style, and lasting impact. Readers will gain insight into the
origins of the novel, an overview of the key characters, and an analysis of its major motifs. The article
also delves into Wiesel’s unique narrative approach, the influence of "Night" on Holocaust literature,
and its relevance for contemporary audiences. By the end, you will have a deep understanding of why
"Night" by Elie Wiesel remains an essential text for anyone interested in history, literature, and the
human condition.
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Background of "Night" by Elie Wiesel

Elie Wiesel: The Author’s Life and Motivation

Elie Wiesel was a Romanian-born Jewish writer, professor, and Holocaust survivor. His experiences
during World War II profoundly shaped his literary career. Deported at the age of 15 to Auschwitz and
later Buchenwald concentration camps, Wiesel witnessed unimaginable horrors. After surviving the
Holocaust, he became determined to bear witness through his writing. "Night" was first published in
Yiddish in 1956, later translated into French and English, reaching a global audience. Wiesel’s
motivation stemmed from a moral obligation to share the atrocities he endured and to honor the
memory of those who perished.

Historical Context and Publication

"Night" is set during the Holocaust, one of history’s darkest periods. The memoir recounts Wiesel’s life
between 1944 and 1945, at the height of Nazi persecution. The book’s publication was a significant
moment in Holocaust literature, offering firsthand testimony at a time when many survivors remained
silent. Over the decades, "Night" has become a cornerstone in understanding the Holocaust, human
rights, and the consequences of hatred and indifference.



Plot Overview and Key Characters

Summary of the Narrative

"Night" follows young Eliezer, a character based on Wiesel himself, as he and his family are uprooted
from their home in Sighet, Hungary. Deported to Auschwitz, Eliezer is separated from his mother and
sister but remains with his father. The narrative details their struggle for survival amidst starvation,
brutality, and loss of faith. The story spans several concentration camps and culminates with the
liberation of Buchenwald, though not before Eliezer’s father succumbs to exhaustion and abuse. The
memoir closes with a haunting reflection on the physical and spiritual toll of the Holocaust.

Main Characters and Their Roles

Eliezer (Elie Wiesel): The protagonist and narrator, whose spiritual journey and relationship
with his father drive the narrative.

Shlomo (Eliezer’s father): His presence and eventual death profoundly impact Eliezer’s will
to survive and his understanding of familial bonds.

Madame Schächter: A fellow prisoner whose prophetic visions of fire foreshadow the horrors
ahead.

Moshe the Beadle: Eliezer’s mentor, who first warns the community about the impending
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Night Elie Wiesel: A Journey Through Darkness and
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Introduction:

Elie Wiesel's Night isn't just a book; it's a harrowing testament to the horrors of the Holocaust
and an exploration of faith, survival, and the enduring strength of the human spirit. This post
delves deep into the narrative of Night, exploring its profound impact, key themes, and lasting
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legacy. We'll unpack the author's experiences, the power of his storytelling, and why this
chilling memoir remains a crucial read for understanding one of history's darkest chapters.
Prepare to be moved, challenged, and ultimately inspired by the indomitable spirit captured
within the pages of Night.

Understanding the Historical Context of "Night"

Before delving into the narrative itself, it's crucial to understand the historical context
surrounding Night. Written in Yiddish and later translated into numerous languages, the book
recounts Wiesel's experiences as a Jewish teenager during the Holocaust. He details his
deportation from Sighet, Transylvania (now in Romania), to Auschwitz-Birkenau and
Buchenwald concentration camps. This backdrop of systematic persecution and genocide forms
the very foundation of the book's emotional intensity and unflinching portrayal of suffering.
Understanding this context allows readers to fully appreciate the depth of Wiesel's experiences
and the weight of his words.

The Significance of First-Hand Accounts

Night stands out because it's a first-hand account, offering an intimate and raw perspective on
the unimaginable atrocities committed during the Holocaust. Unlike historical analyses or
secondary accounts, Wiesel's narrative provides a visceral connection to the victims'
experiences, humanizing them beyond statistics and dates. This intimate portrayal renders the
horrors of the Holocaust palpable and deeply affecting, fostering empathy and understanding in
a way that detached historical accounts often cannot.

Key Themes Explored in "Night"

The power of Night lies not only in its depiction of brutality but also in its exploration of complex
themes that resonate deeply with readers long after they finish the book.

Faith and Loss of Faith: A Crushing Blow

One of the most striking themes in Night is the gradual erosion of Eliezer's (Wiesel's alter ego)
faith. He begins the story with a strong belief in God and a devout religious upbringing.
However, witnessing the systematic dehumanization and murder of his people, including his
family, forces him to question God's existence and the meaning of faith in the face of
unimaginable suffering. This struggle with faith is a central conflict, reflecting the spiritual
turmoil experienced by many Holocaust survivors.



Dehumanization and the Loss of Identity

The Nazis’ systematic dehumanization of Jews is a prominent theme. Stripped of their names,
possessions, and identities, the prisoners are reduced to mere numbers, subjected to inhumane
treatment, and forced to endure unimaginable physical and psychological torment. This
dehumanization process underscores the horrors of the Holocaust and the profound impact it
had on the victims’ sense of self and dignity.

The Power of Resilience and the Human Spirit

Despite the horrors he endures, Eliezer's will to survive remains a testament to the resilience of
the human spirit. Even amidst unimaginable suffering, the desire to live, to bear witness, and to
keep a piece of himself intact, sustains him. This inherent human strength, even in the face of
utter despair, is a profoundly moving aspect of Night.

The Importance of Memory and Testimony

Wiesel's act of writing Night itself is a powerful act of bearing witness. The book serves as a
testament to the importance of remembering the Holocaust and preventing future atrocities. By
sharing his experiences, Wiesel ensures that the victims' voices are heard and their stories are
not forgotten. This theme underscores the critical role of memory and testimony in preventing
the repetition of historical horrors.

The Legacy of "Night" and its Continued Relevance

Night continues to resonate with readers today because its themes – faith, loss, resilience, and
the dangers of hatred and indifference – remain timeless and tragically relevant. It serves as a
powerful warning against the dangers of unchecked prejudice, bigotry, and the dehumanization
of others. The book has become a cornerstone of Holocaust education, prompting reflection,
empathy, and a commitment to fighting against injustice.

Conclusion

Elie Wiesel's Night is more than a memoir; it's a profound exploration of the human condition in
the face of unimaginable cruelty. It forces us to confront the darkest aspects of human history



while simultaneously celebrating the incredible strength of the human spirit. Its enduring power
lies in its ability to connect us emotionally with the victims of the Holocaust, fostering empathy,
understanding, and a commitment to never forgetting. Reading Night is a deeply moving and
essential experience for anyone seeking to understand the Holocaust and its lasting impact on
the world.

FAQs

1. Is Night suitable for all ages? While a powerful and important work, Night contains graphic
depictions of violence and suffering, making it more suitable for mature readers who can handle
such intense subject matter.

2. What language was Night originally written in? Night was originally written in Yiddish.

3. Beyond Night, what other works did Elie Wiesel write? Elie Wiesel wrote extensively on the
Holocaust and related themes. Some of his notable works include Dawn, The Accident, and The
Open Book.

4. What awards did Elie Wiesel receive? Elie Wiesel was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1986
for his humanitarian work and his unwavering commitment to fighting injustice and intolerance.

5. Where can I find reliable resources for further learning about the Holocaust? The United
States Holocaust Memorial Museum website (ushmm.org) and Yad Vashem (yadvashem.org) are
excellent resources for in-depth information and educational materials.

  night elie wiesel: Night Elie Wiesel, 2012-02-07 A new translation from the French by
Marion Wiesel. Night is Elie Wiesel's masterpiece, a candid, horrific, and deeply poignant
autobiographical account of his survival as a teenager in the Nazi death camps. This new
translation by Marion Wiesel, Elie's wife and frequent translator, presents this seminal memoir
in the language and spirit truest to the author's original intent. And in a substantive new
preface, Elie reflects on the enduring importance of Night and his lifelong, passionate
dedication to ensuring that the world never forgets man's capacity for inhumanity to man.
Night offers much more than a litany of the daily terrors, everyday perversions, and rampant
sadism at Auschwitz and Buchenwald; it also eloquently addresses many of the philosophical
as well as personal questions implicit in any serious consideration of what the Holocaust was,
what it meant, and what its legacy is and will be.
  night elie wiesel: Elie Wiesel's Night Harold Bloom, Sterling Professor of Humanities
Harold Bloom, 2014-05-14 Discusses the characters, plot and writing of Night by Elie Wiesel.
Includes critical essays on the novel and a brief biography of the author.
  night elie wiesel: Night Elie Wiesel, 2006-01-16 Presents a true account of the author's
experiences as a Jewish boy in a Nazi concentration camp.
  night elie wiesel: Dawn Elie Wiesel, 2006-03-21 Elie Wiesel's Dawn is an eloquent
meditation on the compromises, justifications, and sacrifices that human beings make when
they murder other human beings. The author . . . has built knowledge into artistic fiction.
—The New York Times Book Review Elisha is a young Jewish man, a Holocaust survivor, and



an Israeli freedom fighter in British-controlled Palestine; John Dawson is the captured English
officer he will murder at dawn in retribution for the British execution of a fellow freedom
fighter. The night-long wait for morning and death provides Dawn, Elie Wiesel's ever more
timely novel, with its harrowingly taut, hour-by-hour narrative. Caught between the manifold
horrors of the past and the troubling dilemmas of the present, Elisha wrestles with guilt,
ghosts, and ultimately God as he waits for the appointed hour and his act of assassination. The
basis for the 2014 film of the same name, now available on streaming and home video.
  night elie wiesel: The Night Trilogy Elie Wiesel, 2008-04-15 Three works deal with a
concentration camp survivor, a hostage holder in Palestine, and a recovering accident victim.
  night elie wiesel: Night Elie Wiesel, 1986 Wiesel's account of his survival as a teenager
in the Nazi death camps, including a new preface is which he reflects on the enduring
importance of Night and his lifelong, passionate dedication to ensuring that the world never
forgets man's capacity for inhumanity to man.
  night elie wiesel: Unpluggged Gordon Korman, 2021-02-01 King of middle-grade
Gordon Korman’s new standalone novel full of mystery, humour, friendship . . . and alligators!
Jett Baranov is Silicon Valley’s number one spoiled brat. The son of a billionaire tech genius,
he has everything money can buy, which means he’s in the habit of getting into a lot of
trouble. When one of his stunts brings in the US Air Force, Jett’s father sends him off to Oasis
Mind and Body Wellness center where he’ll be unplugged and disconnected from the outside
world. Of course Jett hates it instantly and does his best to get himself kicked out. But it’s not
as easy as he thinks. When Grace Atwater rescues a defenseless lizard, Jett is drawn into
caring for the little guy with the help of Grace, Tyrell Karrigan and Brooklyne Feldman. But
things aren’t as they seem at Oasis. There’s something going on with the head meditation
pathfinder, Ivory — something dangerous that threatens the future of all the guests at Oasis.
And Jett is the only one who can put a stop to it. Told in Gordon’s now classic multi-voice style,
Unplugged combines mystery, comedy, friendship . . . and don’t forget about the crocodiles!
  night elie wiesel: The Accident , 1746
  night elie wiesel: Anne Frank Anne Frank, 1972 Traces the life of a young Jewish girl
who kept a diary during the two years she and her family hid from the Germans in an
Amsterdam attic.
  night elie wiesel: After the Darkness Elie Wiesel, 2002 Bears witness to the events and
horrors of the Holocaust.
  night elie wiesel: Summary and Analysis of Night Worth Books, 2017-03-14 So much to
read, so little time? This brief overview of Night tells you what you need to know—before or
after you read Elie Wiesel’s book. Crafted and edited with care, Worth Books set the standard
for quality and give you the tools you need to be a well-informed reader. This short summary
and analysis of Night includes: Historical context Chapter-by-chapter overviews Analysis of the
main characters Themes and symbols Important quotes Fascinating trivia Glossary of terms
Supporting material to enhance your understanding of the original work About Night by Elie
Wiesel: The gripping memoir by Nobel Laureate Elie Wiesel is one of the fundamental texts of
Holocaust reportage and a poetic examination of a young man’s loss of faith amid unspeakable
acts of inhumanity. Wiesel was 15 years old when he was sent to Auschwitz with his mother,
father, and three sisters. Wiesel recalls his horrifying ordeal, including the sadistic Nazi
overseers, the death of his mother and younger sister, watching fellow prisoners disappear
into the crematorium, the bloody death march to Gleiwitz, and the heartbreaking fatal beating
of his father only months before the camp’s liberation. Night is a poignant representation of
one young Jewish man’s pain amidst the violent details of the worst genocide in world history.
It is an invaluable record of the past as well as an ever-relevant warning about the
consequences of fascism and bigotry. The summary and analysis in this ebook are intended to
complement your reading experience and bring you closer to a great work of nonfiction.
  night elie wiesel: A Study Guide to Elie Wiesel's Night Gale, Cengage Learning,



2015-09-15 A Study Guide to Elie Wiesel's Night, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for
Students.This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author
biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much
more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your research needs.
  night elie wiesel: Legacy of Night Ellen S. Fine, 2012-02-01 Ellen Fine's book is full of
original insights, beautifully written and structured. I could not put it down. It is a very
important study. -- Rosette Lamont, Queens College and Graduate School, City University of
New York By treating Wiesel's novels as literary-spiritual stages in the development of Wiesel's
larger experience, as a survivor-witness-writer, Dr. Fine's book takes on an inherently
dramatic character which makes it alive and exciting as well as instructive. -- Terrence Des
Pres, Colgate University Fine clarifies Wiesel's intentions, especially illuminating the complex
variations on the themes of speech and silence, fathers and sons, escape and return--in short,
the ideas around which Wiesel organizes his literary universe. No one has done this before so
thoroughly. -- Lawrence Langer, Simmons College
  night elie wiesel: Night Elie Wiesel, 2003 An autobiographical narrative in which the
author describes his experiences in Nazi concentration camps, watching family and friends
die, and how they led him to believe that God is dead.
  night elie wiesel: Teaching "Night" Facing History and Ourselves, 2017-11-20 Teaching
Night interweaves a literary analysis of Elie Wiesel's powerful and poignant memoir with an
exploration of the relevant historical context that surrounded his experience during the
Holocaust.
  night elie wiesel: A Jew Today Elie Wiesel, 1979-08-12 A powerful and wide-ranging
collection of essays, letters, and diary entries that weave together all the periods of the
author's life from his childhood in Transylvania to Auschwitz and Buchenwald, Paris, and New
York. • One of the great writers of our generation addresses himself to the question of what it
means to be a Jew. —The New Republic Elie Wiesel, acclaimed as one of the most gifted and
sensitive writers of our time, probes, from the particular point of view of his Jewishness, such
central moral and political issues as Zionism and the Middle East conflict, Solzhenitsyn and
Soviet anti-Semitism, the obligations of American Jews toward Israel, the Holocaust and its
cheapening in the media. Rich in autobiographical, philosophical, moral and historical
implications. —Chicago Tribune
  night elie wiesel: Auschwitz and After Charlotte Delbo, 2014-09-30 Written by a
member of the French resistance who became an important literary figure in postwar France,
this moving memoir of life and death in Auschwitz and the postwar experiences of women
survivors has become a key text for Holocaust studies classes. This second edition includes an
updated and expanded introduction and new bibliography by Holocaust scholar Lawrence L.
Langer. “Delbo’s exquisite and unflinching account of life and death under Nazi atrocity grows
fiercer and richer with time. The superb new introduction by Lawrence L. Langer illuminates
the subtlety and complexity of Delbo’s meditation on memory, time, culpability, and survival,
in the context of what Langer calls the ‘afterdeath’ of the Holocaust. Delbo’s powerful trilogy
belongs on every bookshelf.”—Sara R. Horowitz, York University Winner of the 1995 American
Literary Translators Association Award
  night elie wiesel: Elie Wiesel's Night Harold Bloom, 2010 Collection of critical essays
about Elie Wiesel's Holocaust memoir, Night.
  night elie wiesel: Testament of Youth Vera Brittain, 1960
  night elie wiesel: Witness Ariel Burger, 2018 WINNER OF THE NATIONAL JEWISH
BOOK AWARD--BIOGRAPHY Elie Wiesel was a towering presence on the world stage--a Nobel
laureate, activist, adviser to world leaders, and the author of more than forty books, including
the Oprah's Book Club selection Night. But when asked, Wiesel always said, I am a teacher
first. In fact, he taught at Boston University for nearly four decades, and with this book, Ariel
Burger--devoted prot g , apprentice, and friend--takes us into the sacred space of Wiesel's



classroom. There, Wiesel challenged his students to explore moral complexity and to resist the
dangerous lure of absolutes. In bringing together never-before-recounted moments between
Wiesel and his students, Witness serves as a moral education in and of itself--a primer on
educating against indifference, on the urgency of memory and individual responsibility, and on
the role of literature, music, and art in making the world a more compassionate place. Burger
first met Wiesel at age fifteen; he became his student in his twenties, and his teaching
assistant in his thirties. In this profoundly thought-provoking and inspiring book, Burger gives
us a front-row seat to Wiesel's remarkable exchanges in and out of the classroom, and
chronicles the intimate conversations between these two men over the decades as Burger
sought counsel on matters of intellect, spirituality, and faith, while navigating his own personal
journey from boyhood to manhood, from student and assistant, to rabbi and, in time, teacher.
Listening to a witness makes you a witness, said Wiesel. Ariel Burger's book is an invitation to
every reader to become Wiesel's student, and witness.
  night elie wiesel: In the Great Green Room Amy Gary, 2017-01-10 This “page-turning
biography” reveals the extraordinary life of the children’s book author behind Goodnight Moon
and The Runaway Bunny (BookPage). Millions of people around the world know Margaret Wise
Brown through her classic works of children’s literature. But few know that she was equally
remarkable for her business savvy, her thirst for adventure, and her vital role in a children’s
book publishing revolution. Margaret used her whimsey and imagination to create stories that
allowed girls to see themselves as equal to boys. And she spent days researching subjects,
picking daisies, and observing nature, all in an effort to precisely capture a child’s sense of
wonder as they discovered the world. Living extravagantly off her royalties, Margaret
embraced life with passion and engaged in tempestuous love affairs with both men and
women. Among her great loves was the gender-bending poet and ex-wife of John Barrymore
who went by the pen name Michael Strange. She later became engaged to a younger man who
was the son of a Rockefeller and a Carnegie. When she died unexpectedly at the age of
forty-two, Margaret left behind a cache of unpublished work and a timeless collection of books.
Drawing on newly-discovered personal letters and diaries, author Amy Gary reveals an
intimate portrait of this creative genius whose unrivaled talent breathed new life in to the
literary world.
  night elie wiesel: Harare North Brian Chikwava, 2009-04-02 When he lands in Harare
North, our unnamed protagonist carries nothing but a cardboard suitcase full of memories and
a longing to be reunited with his childhood friend, Shingi. He ends up in Shingi's Brixton squat
where the inhabitants function at various levels of desperation. Shingi struggles to find
meaningful work and to meet the demands of his family back home; Tsitsi makes a living
renting her baby out to women defrauding the Social Services. As our narrator struggles to
make his way in 'Harare North', negotiating life outside the legal economy and battling with
the weight of what he has left behind in strife-torn Zimbabwe, every expectation and
preconception is turned on its head. This is the story of a stranger in a strange land - one of
the thousands of illegal immigrants seeking a better life in England - with a past he is
determined to hide.
  night elie wiesel: Twilight Elie Wiesel, 2021-04-27 Raphael Lipkin, a professor at New
York's Mountain Clinic psychiatric hospital, struggles to hide his own mental delusions and
demons from his fellow staff.
  night elie wiesel: Penguin Readers Level 4: The Boy in Striped Pyjamas (ELT Graded
Reader) John Boyne, 2020-11-05 Penguin Readers is an ELT graded reader series. Please note
that the eBook edition does NOT include access to the audio edition and digital book. Written
for learners of English as a foreign language, each title includes carefully adapted text, new
illustrations and language learning exercises. Titles include popular classics, exciting
contemporary fiction, and thought-provoking non-fiction, introducing language learners to
bestselling authors and compelling content. The eight levels of Penguin Readers follow the



Common European Framework of Reference for language learning (CEFR). Exercises at the
back of each Reader help language learners to practise grammar, vocabulary, and key exam
skills. Before, during and after-reading questions test readers' story comprehension and
develop vocabulary. The Boy in Striped Pyjamas, a Level 4 Reader, is A2+ in the CEFR
framework. The text is made up of sentences with up to three clauses, introducing more
complex uses of present perfect simple, passives, phrasal verbs and simple relative clauses. It
is well supported by illustrations, which appear regularly. One day, Bruno's father gets a new
job, and the family have to move from Berlin, Germany, to a new place. There is a strange
camp at the end of the garden. Bruno is very unhappy and bored until he meets Shmuel. The
two boys become very good friends. But why is Shmuel in the camp? And why is he wearing
striped pyjamas? Visit the Penguin Readers website Register to access online resources
including tests, worksheets and answer keys. Exclusively with the print edition, readers can
unlock a digital book and audio edition (not available with the eBook).
  night elie wiesel: Farewell to Manzanar Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston, James D. Houston,
2002 A true story of Japanese American experience during and after the World War
internment.
  night elie wiesel: Long Lost Jacqueline West, 2021-05-18 “Perfect to be read late into the
night.”—Stefan Bachmann, internationally bestselling author of The Peculiar “A spooky
sisterhood mystery that is sure to be a hit with readers.”—School Library Journal (starred
review) “Grab a flashlight and stay up late with this one.”—Kirkus Reviews Once there were
two sisters who did everything together. But only one of them disappeared. New York
Times–bestselling author Jacqueline West’s Long Lost is an atmospheric, eerie mystery
brimming with suspense. Fans of Katherine Arden’s Small Spaces and Victoria Schwab’s City
of Ghosts series will lose themselves in this mesmerizing and century-spanning tale.
Eleven-year-old Fiona has just read a book that doesn’t exist. When Fiona’s family moves to a
new town to be closer to her older sister’s figure skating club—and far from Fiona’s close-knit
group of friends—nobody seems to notice Fiona’s unhappiness. Alone and out of place, Fiona
ventures to the town’s library, a rambling mansion donated by a long-dead heiress. And there
she finds a gripping mystery novel about a small town, family secrets, and a tragic
disappearance. Soon Fiona begins to notice strange similarities that blur the lines between the
novel and her new town. With a little help from a few odd Lost Lake locals, Fiona uncovers the
book’s strange history. Lost Lake is a town of restless spirits, and Fiona will learn that both
help and danger come from unexpected places—maybe even from the sister she thinks doesn’t
care about her anymore. New York Times–bestselling and acclaimed author Jacqueline West
weaves a heart-pounding, intense, and imaginative mystery that builds anticipation on every
page, while centering on the strong and often tumultuous bond between sisters. Laced with
suspense, Long Lost will fascinate readers of Trenton Lee Stewart’s The Secret Keepers and
fans of ghost stories.
  night elie wiesel: Night Elie Wiesel, 2017-07-04 Night (Night)By Elie Wiesel
  night elie wiesel: Open Heart Elie Wiesel, 2015-09-29 A profoundly and unexpectedly
intimate, deeply affecting summing up of life so far, from one of the most cherished moral
voices of our time. Eighty-two years old, facing emergency heart surgery and his own
mortality, Elie Wiesel reflects back on his life. Emotions, images, faces, and questions flash
through his mind. His family before and during the unspeakable Event. The gifts of marriage,
children, and grandchildren that followed. In his writing, in his teaching, in his public life, has
he done enough for memory and for the survivors? His ongoing questioning of God—where has
it led? Is there hope for mankind? The world’s tireless ambassador of tolerance and justice
gives us a luminous account of hope and despair, an exploration of the love, regrets, and
abiding faith of a remarkable man. Translated from the French by Marion Wiesel
  night elie wiesel: The Sunflower Simon Wiesenthal, 2008-12-18 A Holocaust survivor's
surprising and thought-provoking study of forgiveness, justice, compassion, and human



responsibility, featuring contributions from the Dalai Lama, Harry Wu, Cynthia Ozick, Primo
Levi, and more. You are a prisoner in a concentration camp. A dying Nazi soldier asks for your
forgiveness. What would you do? While imprisoned in a Nazi concentration camp, Simon
Wiesenthal was taken one day from his work detail to the bedside of a dying member of the
SS. Haunted by the crimes in which he had participated, the soldier wanted to confess to--and
obtain absolution from--a Jew. Faced with the choice between compassion and justice, silence
and truth, Wiesenthal said nothing. But even years after the way had ended, he wondered: Had
he done the right thing? What would you have done in his place? In this important book,
fifty-three distinguished men and women respond to Wiesenthal's questions. They are
theologians, political leaders, writers, jurists, psychiatrists, human rights activists, Holocaust
survivors, and victims of attempted genocides in Bosnia, Cambodia, China and Tibet. Their
responses, as varied as their experiences of the world, remind us that Wiesenthal's questions
are not limited to events of the past.
  night elie wiesel: Coming Out of the Ice Victor Herman, 1979 This American's memoirs
tell of the 45 years he lived in the Soviet Union, experiencing acclaim as a parachutist,
imprisonment, marriage, and banishment to Siberia.
  night elie wiesel: Golden Age, The Joan London, 2015 It is 1954 and thirteen-year-old
Frank Gold, refugee from wartime Hungary, is learning to walk again after contracting polio in
Australia. At the Golden Age Children's Polio Convalescent Home in Perth, he sees Elsa, a
fellow patient, and they form a forbidden, passionate bond. The Golden Age becomes the little
world that reflects the larger one, where everything occurs- love and desire, music, death, and
poetry. It is a place where children must learn they're alone, even within their families. Subtle,
moving and remarkably lovely, The Golden Age evokes a time past and a yearning for deep
connection, from one of Australia's finest and most-loved novelists.
  night elie wiesel: Year of Impossible Goodbyes Sook Nyul Choi, 1991-09-13 This
autobiographical story tells of ten-year-old Sookan and her family's suffering and humiliation
in Korea, first under Japanese rule and after the Russians invade, and of a harrowing escape to
South Korea.
  night elie wiesel: The Sonderberg Case Elie Wiesel, 2010-08-24 From the Nobel
laureate and author of the masterly Night, a deeply felt, beautifully written novel of morality,
guilt, and innocence. Despite personal success, Yedidyah—a theater critic in New York City,
husband to a stage actress, father to two sons—finds himself increasingly drawn to the past.
As he reflects on his life and the decisions he’s made, he longingly reminisces about the
relationships he once had with the men in his family (his father, his uncle, his grandfather) and
the questions that remain unanswered. It’s a feeling that is further complicated when
Yedidyah is assigned to cover the murder trial of a German expatriate named Werner
Sonderberg. Sonderberg returned alone from a walk in the Adirondacks with an elderly uncle,
whose lifeless body was soon retrieved from the woods. His plea is enigmatic: “Guilty . . . and
not guilty.” These words strike a chord in Yedidyah, plunging him into feelings that bring him
harrowingly close to madness. As Sonderberg’s trial moves along a path of dizzying yet
revelatory twists and turns, Yedidyah begins to understand his own family’s hidden past and
finally liberates himself from the shadow it has cast over his life. With his signature elegance
and thoughtfulness, Elie Wiesel has given us an enthralling psychological mystery, both vividly
dramatic and profoundly emotional.
  night elie wiesel: Of Beetles and Angels Mawi Asgedom, 2008-10-23 Read the
remarkable true story of a young boy's journey from civil war in east Africa to a refugee camp
in Sudan, to a childhood on welfare in an affluent American suburb, and eventually to a
full-tuition scholarship at Harvard University. Following his father's advice to treat all
people-even the most unsightly beetles-as though they were angels sent from heaven, Mawi
overcomes the challenges of language barriers, cultural differences, racial prejudice, and
financial disadvantage to build a fulfilling, successful life for himself in his new home. Of



Beetles and Angels is at once a harrowing survival story and a compelling examination of the
refugee experience. With hundreds of thousands of copies sold since its initial publication, and
as a frequent selection as one book/one school/one community reads, this unforgettable
memoir continues to touch and inspire readers. This special expanded fifteenth anniversary
edition includes a new introduction and afterword from the author, a discussion guide, and
more.
  night elie wiesel: Up in the Old Hotel Joseph Mitchell, David Remnick, 2015-07-15
Saloon-keepers and street preachers, gypsies and steel-walking Mohawks, a bearded lady and
a 93-year-old “seafoodetarian” who believes his specialized diet will keep him alive for another
two decades. These are among the people that Joseph Mitchell immortalized in his reportage
for The New Yorker and in four books—McSorley's Wonderful Saloon, Old Mr. Flood, The
Bottom of the Harbor, and Joe Gould's Secret—that are still renowned for their precise,
respectful observation, their graveyard humor, and their offhand perfection of style. These
masterpieces (along with several previously uncollected stories) are available in one volume,
which presents an indelible collective portrait of an unsuspected New York and its odder
citizens—as depicted by one of the great writers of this or any other time.
  night elie wiesel: Minimum of Two Tim Winton, 2012-09-14 Tim Winton's characters are
ordinary people who battle to maintain loyalty against all odds; women, children, men whose
relationships strain under pressure and leave them bewildered, hoping, sometimes fleeing, but
often finding strength in forgotten parts of themselves. 'Like Hemingway, Winton writes prose
in which you can hear the thumping of the heart of the long-distance swimmer, or the rasping
heaving breath of the asthmatic.' Times on Sunday 'A poignant collection of spare, understated
tales about ordinary people battling to preserve the relationships they treasure in the face of
many troubles.' Cleo 'Shows more clearly than anybody ever has how catastrophe, suffering
and love can survive together in one little room.' Los Angeles Times
  night elie wiesel: Afterwar Lilith Saintcrow, 2018-05-08 America has been devastated by
a second civil war. The people have spent years divided, fighting their fellow patriots. Now, as
the regime crumbles and the bloody conflict draws to a close, the work of rebuilding begins.
One lonely crew, bonded under fire in the darkest days of battle, must complete one last
mission: to secure a war criminal whose secrets could destroy the fragile peace that has just
begun to form. Bestselling author Lilith Saintcrow presents a timely and all-too-realistic
glimpse of a future that we hope never comes to pass.
  night elie wiesel: Have You No Shame? Rachel Shukert, 2008 A hilarious memoir about
growing up neurotic as one of the few Jewish girls in the Nebraska heartland describes her
concerns about which of her friends she can count on to hide her family from the Nazis and
her life-changing journey to New York City, where she finds a new home. Original. 25,000 first
printing.
  night elie wiesel: A Study Guide to Elie Wiesel's Night Cengage Learning Gale, 2015
  night elie wiesel: A Beggar in Jerusalem Elie Wiesel, 1997-05-27 When the Six-Day
War began, Elie Wiesel rushed to Israel. I went to Jerusalem because I had to go somewhere, I
had to leave the present and bring it back to the past. You see, the man who came to
Jerusalem then came as a beggar, a madman, not believing his eyes and ears, and above all,
his memory. This haunting novel takes place in the days following the Six-Day War. A
Holocaust survivor visits the newly reunited city of Jerusalem. At the Western Wall he
encounters the beggars and madmen who congregate there every evening, and who force him
to confront the ghosts of his past and his ties to the present. Weaving together myth and
mystery, parable and paradox, Wiesel bids the reader to join him on a spiritual journey back
and forth in time, always returning to Jerusalem.
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