
omega psi phi fraternity ritual
omega psi phi fraternity ritual is a phrase that has captured the interest of
many who are curious about the traditions, practices, and legacy of Omega Psi
Phi, one of the most distinguished historically African American
fraternities. This article provides a comprehensive look into the origins,
significance, and symbolism of the Omega Psi Phi fraternity ritual, delving
into its historical context, values, ceremonial practices, and the impact it
has on its members and the wider community. Readers will learn about the
fraternity’s foundational principles, the meaning behind its rituals, the
importance of secrecy, and the role of ritual in fostering unity and
brotherhood. Whether you are a prospective member, a student of Greek life,
or simply interested in fraternal organizations, this informative guide
offers a detailed exploration of what makes the Omega Psi Phi fraternity
ritual both unique and influential. Continue reading for an insightful
overview, starting with a structured table of contents to guide your journey
through the article.
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Origins and History of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity
Ritual

The omega psi phi fraternity ritual has roots that trace back to the founding
of the fraternity in 1911 at Howard University. Omega Psi Phi was established
by three undergraduate students—Edgar Amos Love, Oscar James Cooper, and
Frank Coleman—along with faculty advisor Ernest Everett Just. The fraternity
was founded on the cardinal principles of manhood, scholarship, perseverance,
and uplift. From its inception, ritual played a central role in defining the
organization’s identity and fostering a sense of unity among its members.

Rituals within Omega Psi Phi were carefully constructed to uphold the
founders’ vision for a brotherhood that would support African American men
academically, socially, and personally. The early rituals set the tone for



the organization’s unique traditions, incorporating elements of symbolism,
secrecy, and solemnity. Over time, these rituals have been refined but always
maintain the original intent: to reinforce values, create a sense of
belonging, and honor the fraternity’s heritage. The omega psi phi fraternity
ritual continues to serve as a powerful link to the past, connecting
generations of members through shared ceremonial experiences.

Core Values and Principles Reflected in Rituals

At the heart of every omega psi phi fraternity ritual are the fraternity’s
cardinal principles. These values are more than just words; they are embedded
in every aspect of the fraternity's ceremonies and practices. The rituals are
designed to remind members of their obligations to themselves, each other,
and their communities, while fostering personal development and collective
responsibility.

Manhood

Manhood is a central tenet of Omega Psi Phi, symbolizing strength, integrity,
and ethical conduct. The ritual underscores the importance of acting with
honor and serving as a positive role model. Ceremonial passages often include
affirmations of commitment to personal growth and leadership.

Scholarship

Scholarship represents the pursuit of academic excellence and lifelong
learning. The ritual highlights the significance of education, encouraging
members to strive for intellectual achievement and to support the academic
endeavors of their peers.

Perseverance

Perseverance is celebrated through ritual as the relentless pursuit of goals
despite challenges or adversity. Members are reminded of historical struggles
faced by African Americans and the importance of resilience in overcoming
obstacles.

Uplift

Uplift reflects the fraternity’s commitment to service and community



improvement. Rituals inspire members to contribute positively to society,
mentor others, and participate in philanthropic efforts.

Manhood: Ethical leadership, character building

Scholarship: Academic achievement, intellectual development

Perseverance: Resilience, overcoming adversity

Uplift: Service, community engagement

Ritual Elements and Ceremonial Practices

The omega psi phi fraternity ritual comprises a series of ceremonial events
that mark significant milestones in a member’s journey. While specific
details of the rituals are closely guarded and reserved for initiated
members, the general structure and key elements are well recognized within
Greek life.

Initiation Ceremony

The initiation is one of the most pivotal rituals, symbolizing the transition
from candidate to full brotherhood. It typically involves oaths, symbolic
actions, and the sharing of the fraternity’s history and secrets. The
ceremony is designed to impress upon new members the seriousness of their
commitment and the expectations of membership.

Ritual Symbols and Regalia

Omega Psi Phi rituals incorporate distinctive symbols, colors, and regalia,
such as the fraternity’s Greek letters (ΩΨΦ), the royal purple and old gold
colors, and ceremonial robes. These items are not merely decorative but carry
deep meaning, representing unity, tradition, and the values of the
fraternity.

Ceremonial Language and Oaths

Special language and oaths are integral to the omega psi phi fraternity
ritual. Members recite carefully crafted pledges that bind them to the
fraternity’s principles and to each other. The wording of these oaths is



often memorized and passed down through generations, creating a sense of
continuity.

Observance of Ritual Anniversaries

Certain dates and anniversaries are marked by special rituals, where members
commemorate the founding of the fraternity or honor significant achievements.
These occasions reinforce the fraternity’s legacy and provide opportunities
for reflection and reaffirmation of commitment.

Symbolism and Secrecy in Omega Psi Phi Rituals

Symbolism and secrecy are defining features of the omega psi phi fraternity
ritual. The use of rituals and symbols serves to both unite members and
distinguish them from non-members. Secrecy not only protects the sanctity of
the fraternity’s traditions but also heightens the sense of belonging and
trust among brothers.

Meaning of Symbols

The Greek letters Omega (Ω), Psi (Ψ), and Phi (Φ) are constantly present in
rituals and represent the fraternity’s foundational ideals. Additional
symbols, such as the lamp (representing knowledge) and the dog (symbolizing
loyalty and courage), appear in both ceremonial and everyday fraternity
contexts.

Importance of Confidentiality

Ritual confidentiality is strictly maintained to preserve the integrity and
exclusivity of the experience. Members are taught the importance of
discretion and respect for the fraternity’s customs. Breaching this
confidentiality is considered a serious offense and undermines the unity of
the organization.

Greek letters: Represent core values and identity

Colors and regalia: Symbolize unity and tradition

Oaths: Reinforce trust and secrecy

Symbols: Lamp and dog highlight knowledge and loyalty



The Role of Ritual in Brotherhood and Community
Impact

The omega psi phi fraternity ritual is more than a set of ceremonies; it is a
living tradition that shapes the character and actions of its members.
Through shared rituals, brothers form deep bonds that last a lifetime,
creating a support network that extends beyond the college years.

Rituals reinforce the fraternity’s commitment to service, leadership, and
community betterment. Members are encouraged to embody the principles of
Omega Psi Phi in their daily lives, acting as ambassadors of the fraternity’s
ideals. Community service projects, mentoring programs, and educational
initiatives are direct outcomes of the values instilled through ritual.

The impact of omega psi phi fraternity rituals is evident in the fraternity's
legacy of leadership, philanthropy, and social change. Members take pride in
upholding the standards set by the founders and working collectively to
uplift communities and inspire future generations.

Frequently Asked Questions about Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity Ritual

Q: What is the purpose of the omega psi phi
fraternity ritual?
A: The purpose of the omega psi phi fraternity ritual is to reinforce the
fraternity’s core values, foster unity among members, and preserve the
organization’s traditions. Rituals serve as a rite of passage and a means of
transmitting principles from one generation to the next.

Q: Are the details of Omega Psi Phi rituals public?
A: No, the specific details of Omega Psi Phi rituals are kept confidential
and are only disclosed to initiated members. This secrecy helps maintain the
integrity and exclusivity of the fraternity’s traditions.

Q: What values are emphasized in Omega Psi Phi
rituals?
A: The rituals emphasize the cardinal principles of manhood, scholarship,



perseverance, and uplift. These values are central to all ceremonial
practices and guide the behavior and actions of members.

Q: How do rituals strengthen brotherhood in Omega
Psi Phi?
A: Rituals create shared experiences and a sense of belonging, which help
strengthen the bonds between members. They encourage trust, loyalty, and
mutual support, all of which are essential for strong brotherhood.

Q: What symbols are commonly used in Omega Psi Phi
rituals?
A: Common symbols include the Greek letters ΩΨΦ, the lamp (representing
knowledge), the dog (signifying loyalty), and the fraternity’s colors, royal
purple and old gold.

Q: Is there a specific attire for omega psi phi
fraternity rituals?
A: Yes, certain rituals require members to wear ceremonial robes or regalia
that reflect the fraternity’s colors and symbols, underscoring the formality
and significance of the events.

Q: How does the fraternity ensure the
confidentiality of its rituals?
A: Members are bound by oaths of secrecy and are taught the importance of
confidentiality from the outset. Breaching ritual secrecy is considered a
serious violation of fraternity rules.

Q: What impact do Omega Psi Phi rituals have on the
community?
A: The rituals inspire members to engage in community service, leadership,
and mentorship, translating the fraternity’s values into positive actions
within society.

Q: Can non-members attend Omega Psi Phi rituals?
A: No, most rituals are closed to the public and non-members to maintain the
integrity and exclusivity of the experience.



Q: Why is ritual important to Omega Psi Phi’s
identity?
A: Ritual is central to the fraternity’s identity, serving as a link to its
history, a means of transmitting core values, and a source of unity and pride
among members.

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Ritual
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Unveiling the Mystery: Understanding the Omega Psi
Phi Fraternity Ritual

The Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., a historically Black fraternity known for its commitment to
scholarship, leadership, and service, shrouds its rituals in an aura of secrecy. This deliberate veil of
mystery has fueled curiosity and speculation for decades. This blog post aims to shed light on the
significance of Omega Psi Phi fraternity rituals without divulging any confidential or sacred
information. We'll explore the historical context, the philosophical underpinnings, and the broader
purpose of these ceremonies, offering a respectful and informative overview for those seeking to
understand this integral aspect of the fraternity's identity. We will avoid revealing specific details of
the rituals themselves, maintaining respect for the fraternity’s traditions.

The Historical Context of Omega Psi Phi Rituals

The Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, founded in 1911 at Howard University, emerged during a time of
profound social and political upheaval for African Americans. The fraternity's founders, seeking to
uplift their community, established a system of rituals and ceremonies that served as a powerful
bonding agent, a source of strength, and a vehicle for instilling their core values. These rituals,
steeped in symbolism and tradition, were designed to forge a strong brotherhood and prepare
members for leadership roles in society. Understanding the historical context is crucial to
appreciating the weight and significance placed upon these practices. The rituals were – and
continue to be – a testament to the fraternity's resilience and commitment to its founding principles.
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The Role of Symbolism and Allegory

Omega Psi Phi rituals are rich in symbolism and allegory. These carefully chosen symbols represent
the fraternity’s ideals, history, and aspirations. Understanding these symbols is key to grasping the
deeper meaning embedded within the ceremonies. While the specific interpretations remain
confidential within the fraternity, it's widely understood that these symbols serve as powerful
reminders of the brotherhood's shared values and commitment to service.

The Importance of Secrecy and Discretion

The secrecy surrounding the Omega Psi Phi fraternity rituals is not intended to be exclusionary, but
rather to protect the integrity and sanctity of the ceremonies. This secrecy fosters a sense of
camaraderie and shared experience, strengthening the bonds between members. It also prevents the
misuse or trivialization of the rituals, ensuring they retain their power and meaning.

The Philosophical Underpinnings of Omega Psi Phi
Rituals

The Omega Psi Phi Fraternity's rituals are grounded in a set of core values – Manhood, Scholarship,
Perseverance, and Uplift – that guide the fraternity's actions and shape the experiences of its
members. These values are not merely abstract concepts; they are woven into the fabric of the
rituals themselves, reinforcing their importance and ensuring they remain central to the fraternity's
identity.

Manhood, Scholarship, Perseverance, and Uplift: The
Cornerstones

Each of these four cardinal principles informs the various aspects of the rituals. "Manhood"
emphasizes personal responsibility and ethical conduct. "Scholarship" highlights the importance of
intellectual pursuit and lifelong learning. "Perseverance" reflects the commitment to overcoming
obstacles and achieving goals. Finally, "Uplift" underscores the fraternity’s dedication to improving
the lives of others and contributing to the broader community.



The Rituals as a Vehicle for Self-Improvement

The Omega Psi Phi fraternity rituals are not merely ceremonial; they are designed as tools for self-
improvement and personal growth. Through participation in these ceremonies, members are
challenged to reflect on their own values, strengthen their commitment to the fraternity's principles,
and develop the leadership skills necessary to make a positive impact on the world.

The Broader Purpose of Omega Psi Phi Rituals

Beyond the personal development of individual members, the Omega Psi Phi fraternity rituals serve
a broader purpose within the larger community. The fraternity's commitment to service and uplift is
reflected in its philanthropic activities and community engagement initiatives, many of which are
rooted in the values instilled through its rituals.

Community Engagement and Social Responsibility

The rituals reinforce the fraternity’s dedication to social responsibility and community service. The
shared experiences within these ceremonies cultivate a sense of collective purpose and inspire
members to actively contribute to the betterment of society.

A Legacy of Service and Leadership

The Omega Psi Phi fraternity's legacy is one of service and leadership. Its rituals play a vital role in
perpetuating this legacy by instilling in its members a strong sense of responsibility and a
commitment to making a positive difference in the world. The rituals act as a constant reminder of
the fraternity's historical significance and its ongoing commitment to its founding principles.

Conclusion

The Omega Psi Phi fraternity rituals are a complex and multifaceted aspect of the organization's
identity. While their specific details remain confidential, their overall significance lies in their role as
a powerful tool for brotherhood, self-improvement, and community engagement. They represent a
rich tradition that has shaped the fraternity’s history and continues to guide its members today.



Understanding the historical context, the philosophical underpinnings, and the broader purpose of
these rituals provides a deeper appreciation for the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity and its enduring
commitment to its core values.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: Are Omega Psi Phi rituals open to the public? A1: No, Omega Psi Phi fraternity rituals are
private ceremonies exclusive to initiated members.

Q2: What is the purpose of the secrecy surrounding the rituals? A2: Secrecy protects the integrity
and sanctity of the ceremonies, fostering a strong sense of brotherhood and preventing trivialization.

Q3: Are there specific symbols used in the rituals? A3: Yes, there are many symbols, each carrying
significant meaning within the context of the fraternity’s history and values. However, specific
details are not publicly disclosed.

Q4: How do the rituals contribute to the fraternity’s community service efforts? A4: The rituals instill
a strong sense of shared responsibility and purpose, inspiring members to actively engage in
community service and uplift initiatives.

Q5: Can non-members learn anything about the rituals' significance without divulging confidential
information? A5: Yes, the underlying philosophical values, historical context, and general purpose of
the rituals can be understood through publicly available information, providing a respectful and
informative overview.

  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: The Hazing Reader Hank Nuwer, 2004 Despite numerous
highly publicized incidents and widespread calls for reform, hazing continues to plague many of the
nation's institutions. In this volume, noted hazing researcher Hank Nuwer presents 15 essays that
can help all of us, parent and professional alike, better understand the culture of hazing.
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: Soulstepping Elizabeth Calvert Fine, 2003 Stepping is a
complex performance that melds folk traditions with popular culture and involves synchronized
percussive movement, singing, speaking, chanting, and drama. Elizabeth C. Fine's stunningly
elaborate and vibrant portrayal of the cultural politics of stepping draws on interviews with
individuals on college campuses and steppers and stepping coaches from high schools, community
groups, churches, and dance organizations. Soulstepping is the first book to document the history of
stepping, its roots in African and African American culture, and its transformation by churches,
schools, and social groups into a powerful tool for instilling group identity and community
involvement.
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: With Faith in God and Heart and Mind Maurice J. Hobson,
Eddie R. Cole, Jim C. Harper, Derrick P. Alridge, 2025-05-01 When Edgar A. Love, Oscar J. Cooper,
Frank Coleman, and Ernest Everett Just founded the historically Black fraternity Omega Psi Phi on
November 17, 1911, at Howard University, they could not have known how great of an impact their
organization would have on American life. Over the 110 years that followed, its members led
colleges and universities; served in prominent military roles; made innumerable contributions to
education, civic society, science, and medicine; and at least one campaigned for the US presidency.
This book offers a comprehensive, authoritative history of the fraternity, emphasizing its vital role



through multiple eras of the Black freedom struggle. The authors address both the individual work
of its membership, which has included such figures as Carter G. Woodson, Bayard Rustin, Roy
Wilkins, James L. Farmer Jr., Benjamin Elijah Mays, James Clyburn, Jesse Jackson, and Benjamin
Crump, and the collective efforts of the fraternity's leadership to encourage its general membership
to contribute to the struggle in concrete ways over the years. The result is a book that uniquely
connects the 1910s with the present, showing the ongoing power of a Black fraternal organization to
channel its members toward social reform.
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: Black Greek 101 Walter M. Kimbrough, 2003 When
members of Black fraternal organizations and non-members alike finish Black Greek 101, they will
have a foundation for understanding some of the most interesting organizations that have influenced
not only campus culture, but American culture as a whole.--Jacket.
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: The American Fraternity Cynthia Robinson, 2018 The
American Fraternity is a photobook that provides an intimate and provocative look at Greek culture
on college campuses by combining contemporary photographs with scanned pages from a
wax-stained 60 year old ritual manual. This book will shed new light on the peculiarities of the
fraternal orders which count seventy-five percent of modern U.S. presidents, senators, justices, and
executives among their members. These mysterious campus organizations are filled with arcane
oaths and ceremonies and this book attempts to capture within its pages some of this dark
power--Publisher's website, January 23, 2019.
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: African American Fraternities and Sororities Tamara L.
Brown, Gregory S. Parks, Clarenda M. Phillips, 2012-01-01 This second edition includes new
chapters that address issues such as the role of Christian values in black Greek-letter organizations
and the persistence of hazing. Offering an overview of the historical, cultural, political, and social
circumstances that have shaped these groups, African American Fraternities and Sororities explores
the profound contributions that black Greek-letter organizations and their members have made to
America.
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: Before You Pledge: Essential Information You Should
Know About the Divine Nine Dr. Michael J. R. Winfield, Before You Pledge: Essential Information
You Should Know About the Divine Nine is an important read for all those considering joining a
Black Greek Letter Organization or for anyone wanting to simply learn about the origin of this
august body of black men and women. The dawn of the twentieth century brought many challenges
to young African American students seeking enrollment at all-white college campuses. Intense racial
prejudice forced many black students to leave predominantly white universities. And at the same
time, on Historically Black College campuses, the desire for fellowship through shared social
experiences led to the rise of Black Greek life, starting with Cornell University in New York. Alpha
Phi Alpha, the first black fraternity formed at a predominantly white university in 1906, would point
the way for similar organizations to develop. Between 1906 and 1922, eight Black Greek Letter
Organizations were formed, with a ninth in 1963. Known collectively as the “Divine Nine,” these five
fraternities and four sororities would go on to shape the course of Black America. Together, these
young black men and women would face down racial prejudice, take the lead in the fight for social
justice, in the end, reshape the American cultural landscape. Finally, no other group of people can
claim to have the sheer degree of accomplishments in all areas of human activity in the United
States and in many other parts of the world compared to the Divine Nine.
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: Encyclopedia of African American Society Gerald D. Jaynes,
2005-02 An encyclopedic reference of African American history and culture.
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: African Americans and the Bible Vincent L. Wimbush,
2012-09-01 Perhaps no other group of people has been as much formed by biblical texts and tropes
as African Americans. From literature and the arts to popular culture and everyday life, the Bible
courses through black society and culture like blood through veins. Despite the enormous recent
interest in African American religion, relatively little attention has been paid to the diversity of ways
in which African Americans have utilized the Bible.African Americans and the Bibleis the fruit of a



four-year collaborative research project directed by Vincent L. Wimbush and funded by the Lilly
Endowment. It brings together scholars and experts (sixty-eight in all) from a wide range of
academic and artistic fields and disciplines--including ethnography, cultural history, and biblical
studies as well as art, music, film, dance, drama, and literature. The focus is on the interaction
between the people known as African Americans and that complex of visions, rhetorics, and
ideologies known as the Bible. As such, the book is less about the meaning(s) of the Bible than about
the Bible and meaning(s), less about the world(s) of the Bible than about how worlds and the Bible
interact--in short, about how a text constructs a people and a people constructs a text. It is about a
particular sociocultural formation but also about the dynamics that obtain in the interrelation
between any group of people and sacred texts in general. ThusAfrican Americans and the
Bibleprovides an exemplum of sociocultural formation and a critical lens through which the process
of sociocultural formation can be viewed.
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: White Boy Mark Naison, 2010-06-04 How does a Jewish boy
who spent the bulk of his childhood on the basketball courts of Brooklyn wind up teaching in one of
the city's pioneering black studies departments? Naison's odyssey begins as Brooklyn public schools
respond to a new wave of Black migrants and Caribbean immigrants, and established residents flee
to virtually all-white parts of the city or suburbs. Already alienated by his parents' stance on race
issues and their ambitions for him, he has started on a separate ideological path by the time he
enters Columbia College. Once he embarks on a long-term interracial relationship, becomes a
member of SDS, focuses his historical work on black activists, and organizes community groups in
the Bronx, his immersion in the radical politics of the 1960s has emerged as the center of his life.
Determined to keep his ties to the Black community, even when the New Left splits along racial
lines, Naison joined the fledgling African American studies program at Fordham, remarkable then as
now for its commitment to interracial education.This memoir offers more than a participant's
account of the New Left's racial dynamics; it eloquently speaks to the ways in which political
commitments emerge from and are infused with the personal choices we all make.
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: Greek Letter Exposed Rayford L. Johnson, 2024-02-26 Ever
wondered why secret societies are secret? Why is it that an overwhelming majority of elite leaders in
America, including those who've occupied the highest office, have belonged to an organization in the
vast network of secret societies, whose rituals and teachings derived from the ancient mystery
schools of Egypt and Babylon? Why is death the penalty for breaking a secret society oath? Why do
they pay homage to pagan gods and goddesses? Why do many self-proclaimed Christians belong to
these secret societies, when their practices blatantly violate God’s Commandments, such as Exodus
20:3, which states, “Thou shalt have no other gods before me? And why don’t their pastors say
anything about it? Is there a secret motive behind the positive PR that many of these secret
organizations receive for their good deeds such as feeding programs, scholarships, volunteering,
youth mentoring, etc. that even the lower ranking members of these societies don’t know about?
Could today’s network of these secret societies be the architects and workers of the antichrist' New
World Order aka “Illuminati, as prophesied in the Holy Bible? These questions and more will be
answered by author and Evangelist Rayford L. Johnson, who has spent more than 20 years
researching, writing and teaching on the occult. Johnson has counseled and ministered demon
deliverance prayers on many former members of the occult. Many of them have testified that they
have been set free by the power of Jesus Christ from the spiritual torment and generational curses
that the pagan rituals and oaths have unknowingly brought upon them and even their family through
the “spiritual legalities” of breaking God’s commandments. “The Truth Shall Make You Free.” John
8:32 http://www.thugexposed.org
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: Encyclopedia of African American History, 1896 to the
Present: O-T Paul Finkelman, 2009 Alphabetically-arranged entries from O to T that explores
significant events, major persons, organizations, and political and social movements in
African-American history from 1896 to the twenty-first-century.
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: Black Greek-Letter Organizations 2.0 Matthew W.



Hughey, Gregory S. Parks, 2011-02-18 At the turn of the twentieth century, black fraternities and
sororities, also known as Black Greek-Letter Organizations (BGLOs), were an integral part of what
W.E.B. Du Bois called the “talented tenth.” This was the top ten percent of the black community that
would serve as a cadre of educated, upper-class, motivated individuals who acquired the
professional credentials, skills, and capital to assist the race to attain socioeconomic parity. Today,
however, BGLOs struggle to find their place and direction in a world drastically different from the
one that witnessed their genesis. In recent years, there has been a growing body of scholarship on
BGLOs. This collection of essays seeks to push those who think about BGLOs to engage in more
critically and empirically based analysis. This book also seeks to move BGLO members and those
who work with them beyond conclusions based on hunches, conventional wisdom, intuition, and
personal experience. In addition to a rich range of scholars, this volume includes a kind of call and
response feature between scholars and prominent members of the BGLO community.
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: Darwin's Athletes John Milton Hoberman, 1997 Argues that
the prominence of African American athletes provides fuel for sterotypes.
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: New York State Folklife Reader Elizabeth Tucker, Ellen E.
McHale, 2013-10-01 New York and its folklore scholars hold an important place in the history of the
discipline. In New York dialogue between folklore researchers in the academy and those working in
the public arena has been highly productive. In this volume, the works of New York's academic and
public folklorists are presented together. Unlike some folklore anthologies, New York State Folklife
Reader does not follow an organizational plan based on regions or genres. Because the New York
Folklore Society has always tried to “give folklore back to the people,” the editors decided to divide
the edited volume into sections about life processes that all New York state residents share. The
book begins with five essays on various aspects of folk cultural memory: personal, family,
community, and historical processes of remembrance expressed through narrative, ritual, and other
forms of folklore. Following these essays, subsequent sections explore aspects of life in New York
through the lens of Play, Work, Resistance, and Food. Both the New York Folklore Society and its
journal were, as society cofounder Louis Jones explained, “intended to reach not just the
professional folklorists but those of the general public who were interested in the oral traditions of
the State.” Written in an accessible and readable style, this volume offers a glimpse into New York
State's rich cultural diversity.
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: Wrongs of Passage Hank Nuwer, 2001 Explores the
problems of hazing and binge drinking at fraternities and sororities on American college campuses,
telling the stories of some of the young people who have been seriously injured or died as a result of
such behaviors; and offers a list of recommendations for reform.
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: Black Haze, Second Edition Ricky L. Jones, 2015-05-26 Are
black men naturally violent? Do they define manhood in the same way as their counterparts across
lines of race? Are black Greek-letter fraternities among the most dangerous student organizations on
American college and university campuses? Can their often-dangerous initiation processes be
stopped or even modified and, if not, what should be done about them? In this second edition of
Black Haze, Ricky L. Jones takes on these questions and more. The first edition was an enlightening
and sometimes disturbing examination of American men's quest for acceptance, comfort,
reaffirmation, and manhood in a world where their footing is often unstable. In this new edition
Jones not only provides masterful philosophical and ethical analyses but he also forces the
engagement of a terrifying real world process that damages and kills students with all too frequent
regularity. With a revealing new preface and stunning afterword, Jones immerses the reader in an
intriguing and dark world marked by hypermasculinity, unapologetic brutality, and sometimes death.
He offers a compelling book that ranges well beyond the subject of hazing—one that yields
perplexing questions and demands difficult choices as we move forward in addressing issues
surrounding fraternities, violent hazing, black men, and American society.
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: Fraternity-sorority Directory... , 1969
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: Campus Traditions Simon J. Bronner, 2012-09-15 How



American campus life shapes students, and how students shape campus lore
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: Zeta Psi Fraternity of North America , 1997-06-15
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: The Catalogue & History of Sigma Chi, 1855-1890 Society of
the Sigma Xi, 1890
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: Brothers and Sisters Craig LaRon Torbenson, Gregory Parks,
2009 The 1950s are arguably the watershed era in the civil rights movement with the landmark
Supreme Court decision of Brown v. Board of Education in 1954, the Montgomery Bus Boycott in
1955, and the desegregation of Little Rock (Arkansas) High School in 1957. It was during this
period--1955 to be exact--that sociologist Alfred M. Lee published his seminal work Fraternities
without Brotherhood: A Study of Prejudice on the American Campus. Lee's book was the first and
last book to explore diversity within college fraternal groups. More than fifty years later, Craig L.
Torbenson and Gregory S. Parks revisit this issue more broadly in their edited volume Brothers and
Sisters: Diversity in College Fraternities and Sororities. This volume draws from a variety of
disciplines in an attempt to provide a holistic analysis of diversity within collegiate fraternal life. It
also brings a wide range of scholarly approaches to the inquiry of diversity within college fraternities
and sororities. It explores not only from whence these groups have come but where they are
currently situated and what issues arise as they progress.
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: The New Encyclopedia of Southern Culture Glenn Hinson,
William Ferris, Charles Reagan Wilson, 2010-01-01 Southern folklife is the heart of southern culture.
Looking at traditional practices still carried on today as well as at aspects of folklife that are
dynamic and emergent, contributors to this volume of The New Encyclopedia of Southern Culture
examine a broad range of folk traditions. Moving beyond the traditional view of folklore that situates
it in historical practice and narrowly defined genres, entries in this volume demonstrate how folklife
remains a vital part of communities' self-definitions. Fifty thematic entries address subjects such as
car culture, funerals, hip-hop, and powwows. In 56 topical entries, contributors focus on more
specific elements of folklife, such as roadside memorials, collegiate stepping, quinceanera
celebrations, New Orleans marching bands, and hunting dogs. Together, the entries demonstrate
that southern folklife is dynamically alive and everywhere around us, giving meaning to the everyday
unfolding of community life.
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: Jet , 1988-05-16 The weekly source of African American
political and entertainment news.
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: The New Encyclopedia of Southern Culture Harvey H.
Jackson III, Charles Reagan Wilson, 2014-02-01 What southerners do, where they go, and what they
expect to accomplish in their spare time, their leisure, reveals much about their cultural values,
class and racial similarities and differences, and historical perspectives. This volume of The New
Encyclopedia of Southern Culture offers an authoritative and readable reference to the culture of
sports and recreation in the American South, surveying the various activities in which southerners
engage in their nonwork hours, as well as attitudes surrounding those activities. Seventy-four
thematic essays explore activities from the familiar (porch sitting and fairs) to the essential (football
and stock car racing) to the unusual (pool checkers and a sport called fireballing). In seventy-seven
topical entries, contributors profile major sites associated with recreational activities (such as
Dollywood, drive-ins, and the Appalachian Trail) and prominent sports figures (including Althea
Gibson, Michael Jordan, Mia Hamm, and Hank Aaron). Taken together, the entries provide an
engaging look at the ways southerners relax, pass time, celebrate, let loose, and have fun.
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: The True Alpha and Omega Minister Jerrod Smith, Brother
Clifton Lucas, 2011-06-20 This bookexposes the true nature and culture of fraternities and sororities.
In these secret societies there are activities and requirements that cause prospective members and
members aliketo unknowingly enter into ungodly pacts and covenants. These ungodly practices lead
to activities which include physical abuse, fornication, adultery, hatred, envy, strife, manipulation,
social and intellectual elitism, abominable sexual activities and witchcraft. These
organizationsattract people that are looking for something that only Christ Jesus can provide.



However, the organizations appears as a light by their community service and networking abilities.
This light however is afalse light.Once one gets into the inner workings of the organizations, the sin
and soul inflicting antics are found deeply rooted in darkness. The authorsbeing former members
that participated in ungodly activities within these organizations expose the physical, mental,
sexualand spiritualdeath-dealing activities found in fraternities and sororities. This is by no means a
kiss and tell composition, but it is a trying to save people from hell exposition. Actual accounts of
sexual requirements, abuse,ancient ungodly spiritual practices, witchcraft, and required
chantswhich denouncetheexistence the One True God are given in detail in this book.Ungodly spirits
of oldhave found new vessels to operate inthrough these fraternities and sororities. The good thing
about this book is that it not only exposes spiritual wickedness and old ungodly practices, but it
shows people who want to be free how to find God, the Ancient of Days.Let the Truth be told. We
encourage you to read this book if you arejoining a fraternity or sorority, are a member of one, are
apastor, orhave a loved one in one of these organizations. We desire for all to be free and blessed by
this book.
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: Encyclopedia of African American Popular Culture [4
volumes] Jessie Smith, 2010-12-17 This four-volume encyclopedia contains compelling and
comprehensive information on African American popular culture that will be valuable to high school
students and undergraduates, college instructors, researchers, and general readers. From the Apollo
Theater to the Harlem Renaissance, from barber shop and beauty shop culture to African American
holidays, family reunions, and festivals, and from the days of black baseball to the era of a black
president, the culture of African Americans is truly unique and diverse. This diversity is the result of
intricate customs forged in tightly woven communities—not only in the United States, but in many
cases also stemming from the traditions of another continent. Encyclopedia of African American
Popular Culture presents information in a traditional A–Z organization, capturing the essence of the
customs of African Americans and presenting this rich cultural heritage through the lens of popular
culture. Each entry includes historical and current information to provide a meaningful background
for the topic and the perspective to appreciate its significance in a modern context. This
encyclopedia is a valuable research tool that provides easy access to a wealth of information on the
African American experience.
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: The History of the Negro Church Carter G. Woodson,
2015-04-19 ONE of the causes of the discovery of America was the translation into action of the
desire of European zealots to extend the Catholic religion into other parts. Columbus, we are told,
was decidedly missionary in his efforts and felt that he could not make a more significant
contribution to the church than to open new fields for Christian endeavor. His final success in
securing the equipment adequate to the adventure upon the high seas was to some extent
determined by the Christian motives impelling the sovereigns of Spain to finance the expedition for
the reason that it might afford an opportunity for promoting the cause of Christ. Some of the French
who came to the new world to establish their claims by further discovery and exploration, moreover,
were either actuated by similar motives or welcomed the cooperation of earnest workers thus
interested. The first persons proselyted by the Spanish and French missionaries were Indians. There
was not any particular thought of the Negro.
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: Race and Ethnicity in Secret and Exclusive Social
Orders Matthew W. Hughey, 2015-04-10 Secret and private organizations, in the form of
Greek-letter organizations, mutual aid societies, and civic orders, together possess a storied and
often-romanticized place in popular culture. While much has been made of these groups’ glamorous
origins and influence—such as the Freemasons’ genesis in King Solomon’s temple or the belief in the
Illuminati’s control of modern geo-politics—few have explicitly examined the role of race and
ethnicity in organizing and perpetuating these cloistered orders. This volume directly addresses the
inattention paid to the salience of race in secret societies. Through an examination of the
Historically Black and White Fraternities and Sororities, the Ku Klux Klan in the US, the Ekpe and
Abakuj secret societies of Africa and the West Indies, Gypsies in the United Kingdom, Black and



White Temperance Lodges, and African American Order of the Elks, this book traces the use of
racial and ethnic identity in these organizations. This important contribution examines how such
orders are both cause and consequence of colonization, segregation, and subjugation, as well as
their varied roles as both catalysts and impediments to developing personal excellence, creating
fictive kinship ties, and fostering racial uplift, nationalism, and cohesion. This book was originally
published as a special issue of Ethnic and Racial Studies.
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: Going Greek Marianne R. Sanua, 2018-02-05 A history of
Jewish fraternities and sororities in the early twentieth-century United States. Going Greek offers an
unprecedented look at the relationship between American Jewish students and fraternity life during
its heyday in the first half of the twentieth century. More than secret social clubs, fraternities and
sororities profoundly shaped the lives of members long after they left college—often dictating
choices in marriage as well as business alliances. Widely viewed as a key to success, membership in
these self-governing, sectarian organizations was desirable but not easily accessible, especially to
non-Protestants and nonwhites. In Going Greek Marianne Sanua examines the founding of Jewish
fraternities in light of such topics as antisemitism, the unique challenges faced by Jewish students on
campuses across the United States, responses to World War II, and questions pertaining to
assimilation and/or identity reinforcement.
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: Baird's Manual of American College Fraternities , 1977
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: Youth Cultures in America [2 volumes] Simon J. Bronner,
Cindy Dell Clark, 2016-03-21 What are the components of youth cultures today? This encyclopedia
examines the facets of youth cultures and brings them to the forefront. Although issues of youth
culture are frequently cited in classrooms and public forums, most encyclopedias of childhood and
youth are devoted to history, human development, and society. A limitation on the reference
bookshelf is the restriction of youth to pre-adolescence, although issues of youth continue into young
adulthood. This encyclopedia addresses an academic audience of professors and students in
childhood studies, American studies, and culture studies. The authors span disciplines of psychology,
sociology, anthropology, history, and folklore. The Encyclopedia of Youth Cultures in America
addresses a need for historical, social, and cultural information on a wide array of youth groups.
Such a reference work serves as a corrective to the narrow public view that young people are part of
an amalgamated youth group or occupy malicious gangs and satanic cults. Widespread reports of
bullying, school violence, dominance of athletics over academics, and changing demographics in the
United States has drawn renewed attention to the changing cultural landscape of youth in and out of
school to explain social and psychological problems.
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: Black Enterprise , 1975-07 BLACK ENTERPRISE is the
ultimate source for wealth creation for African American professionals, entrepreneurs and corporate
executives. Every month, BLACK ENTERPRISE delivers timely, useful information on careers, small
business and personal finance.
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: Encyclopedia of American Folklife , 2006 Offers
approximately 270 essays on topics in American folklife as diverse as chain letters, the Internet,
Little Havana, fans of heavy metal music, Wiccans, and zydeco.
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: Leland's Annual , 1967
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: Leading the Race Jacqueline M. Moore, 1999 Moore
reevaluates the role of this black elite by examining how their self-interest interacted with the needs
of the black community in Washington, D.C., the center of black society at the turn of the
century.--BOOK JACKET.
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: Black Greek-letter Organizations in the Twenty-First Century
Gregory S. Parks, 2008-06-13 During the twentieth century, black Greek-Letter organizations
(BGLOs) united college students dedicated to excellence, fostered kinship, and uplifted African
Americans. Members of these organizations include remarkable and influential individuals such as
Martin Luther King Jr., Congresswoman Barbara Jordan, novelist Toni Morrison, and Wall Street
pioneer Reginald F. Lewis. Despite the profound influence of these groups, many now question the



continuing relevance of BGLOs, arguing that their golden age has passed. Partly because of their
perceived link to hip-hop culture, black fraternities and sororities have been unfairly reduced to a
media stereotype—a world of hazing without any real substance. The general public knows very little
about BGLOs, and surprisingly the members themselves often do not have a thorough understanding
of their history and culture or of the issues currently facing their organizations. To foster a greater
engagement with the history and contributions of BGLOs, Black Greek-Letter Organizations in the
Twenty-first Century: Our Fight Has Just Begun brings together an impressive group of authors to
explore the contributions and continuing possibilities of BGLOs and their members. Editor Gregory
S. Parks and the contributing authors provide historical context for the development of BGLOs,
exploring their service activities as well as their relationships with other prominent African
American institutions. The book examines BGLOs' responses to a number of contemporary issues,
including non-black membership, homosexuality within BGLOs, and the perception of BGLOs as
educated gangs. As illustrated by the organized response of BGLO members to the racial injustice
they observed in Jena, Louisiana, these organizations still have a vital mission. Both internally and
externally, BGLOs struggle to forge a relevant identity for the new century. Internally, these groups
wrestle with many issues, including hazing, homophobia, petty intergroup competition, and the
difficulty of bridging the divide between college and alumni members. Externally, BGLOs face the
challenge of rededicating themselves to their communities and leading an aggressive campaign
against modern forms of racism, sexism, and other types of fear-driven behavior. By embracing the
history of these organizations and exploring their continuing viability and relevance, Black
Greek-Letter Organizations in the Twenty-first Century demonstrates that BGLOs can create a
positive and enduring future and that their most important work lies ahead.
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: Daughter of the Boycott Karen Gray Houston, 2020-05-05
In 1950, before Montgomery, Alabama, knew Martin Luther King Jr., before Rosa Parks refused to
surrender her seat to a white passenger, before the city's famous bus boycott, a Negro man named
Hilliard Brooks was shot and killed by a white police officer in a confrontation after he tried to board
a city bus. Thomas Gray, who had played football with Hilliard when they were kids, was outraged
by the unjustifiable shooting. Gray protested, eventually staging a major downtown march to
register voters, and standing up to police brutality. Five years later, he led another protest, this time
against unjust treatment on the city's segregated buses. On the front lines of what became the
Montgomery bus boycott, Gray withstood threats and bombings alongside his brother, Fred D. Gray,
the young lawyer who represented Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, and the rarely mentioned
Claudette Colvin, a plaintiff in the case that forced Alabama to desegregate its buses. An incredible
story of family in the pivotal years of the civil rights movement, Daughter of the Boycott is the
reflection of Thomas Gray's daughter, award-winning broadcast journalist Karen Gray Houston, on
how her father's and uncle's selfless actions changed the nation's racial climate and opened doors
for her and countless other African Americans.
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: The Greenwood Encyclopedia of African American Folklore
Anand Prahlad, 2006
  omega psi phi fraternity ritual: The Greenwood Encyclopedia of African American
Folklore: Q-Z Anand Prahlad, 2006 Contains over seven hundred entries on African American
folklore, including music, art, foodways, spiritual beliefs, and proverbs.
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