
mammals of south africa

mammals of south africa are among the most diverse and fascinating wildlife populations found anywhere
in the world. Renowned for its vast savannas, lush forests, and rugged coastlines, South Africa hosts an
incredible array of mammal species, ranging from the famous Big Five to rare and endemic animals. This
article explores the remarkable variety of mammals inhabiting South Africa, highlighting their habitats,
conservation status, ecological roles, and the unique challenges they face. Readers will discover information
about the country’s iconic wildlife, lesser-known species, protected reserves, and the importance of
sustainable conservation efforts. Whether you are a wildlife enthusiast, researcher, or traveler eager to
learn more, this comprehensive guide offers valuable insights into the mammals of South Africa and their
critical importance to the region’s biodiversity.
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Overview of Mammal Diversity in South Africa

South Africa is renowned for its biological richness, and mammals play a central role in the country’s
ecological tapestry. The region is home to over 270 mammal species, ranging from large terrestrial
herbivores and predators to small rodents and bats. This diversity is shaped by the country’s varied climate
zones and landscapes, which include savannas, grasslands, forests, deserts, and coastal regions. Mammals of
South Africa are not only ecologically significant but also hold cultural and economic value, attracting
millions of visitors to the country’s wildlife reserves and game parks. The impressive range of mammals
includes iconic species such as lions, elephants, and rhinoceroses, as well as less familiar creatures like the



aardvark, honey badger, and golden mole.

Large predators and herbivores

Small mammals and rodents

Bats and insectivorous species

Marine mammals along the coasts

Endemic and rare species

The Big Five Mammals

Lion

The lion is one of South Africa’s most celebrated mammals and a symbol of strength and majesty. Found
primarily in savanna and grassland habitats, lions live in social groups called prides. Their role as apex
predators helps maintain the balance of prey populations and ecosystem health. South African lions are
mostly seen in protected areas like Kruger National Park, where they are a major attraction for wildlife
tourists.

Leopard

Leopards are elusive and adaptable cats, thriving in various habitats from dense forests to rocky hills.
Known for their solitary nature and remarkable climbing skills, leopards are stealthy hunters that prey on
a wide range of animals. Their populations are threatened by habitat loss and human-wildlife conflict,
making conservation efforts crucial.

Elephant

African elephants are the largest land mammals and play a vital role as ecosystem engineers. Their feeding
habits create pathways through dense vegetation and help disperse seeds. Elephants are found in reserves
and national parks, but face threats from poaching and habitat fragmentation. Conservation organizations
work tirelessly to protect South Africa’s elephant populations.



Buffalo

The African buffalo is a powerful herbivore and a key species in many South African ecosystems. Herds
can number in the hundreds, and their grazing patterns help maintain grassland health. Buffaloes are often
targeted by predators and are valued for their resilience and strength.

Rhinoceros

South Africa is home to both the black and white rhinoceros. These iconic mammals are distinguished by
their size, shape, and feeding habits. Rhinoceroses face significant threats due to illegal poaching for their
horns, which has led to dramatic declines in populations. Conservation efforts, including anti-poaching
initiatives and protected reserves, are vital for their survival.

Unique and Endemic Mammals of South Africa

Aardvark

The aardvark is a nocturnal mammal endemic to Africa, including South Africa. It is known for its
burrowing behavior and diet primarily consisting of ants and termites. Aardvarks play a crucial ecological
role by aerating soils and controlling insect populations.

Golden Mole

Golden moles are small, burrowing mammals found only in southern Africa. Many species are endemic to
South Africa’s unique habitats, such as coastal dunes and grasslands. These secretive mammals are adapted to
underground life, with specialized digging limbs and reduced eyesight.

Honey Badger

The honey badger is famous for its tenacity and fearless nature. Found throughout South Africa, this
omnivore feeds on insects, small mammals, and even venomous snakes. Honey badgers are known for their
intelligence and resilience, making them a fascinating subject of wildlife studies.



Bats

South Africa hosts a remarkable diversity of bat species, many of which are endemic or rare. Bats play
essential roles in pollination and insect control, contributing to agricultural productivity and ecosystem
health.

Habitats and Ecosystems Supporting Mammals

South Africa’s diverse geography provides suitable habitats for a wide range of mammal species. From the
arid Karoo to the lush forests of KwaZulu-Natal and the coastal regions of the Western Cape, each
ecosystem supports unique mammal assemblages. Savannas and grasslands are particularly important as they
harbor large herbivores and their predators. Wetlands and rivers provide resources for semi-aquatic
mammals, while the country’s coastline is home to marine mammals such as seals and dolphins.

Savannas and grasslands

Forest and woodland habitats

Desert and semi-arid regions

Wetlands, rivers, and lakes

Coastal and marine environments

Conservation Status and Threats

Many mammals of South Africa face significant conservation challenges. Habitat loss due to agricultural
expansion, urban development, and deforestation is a primary threat, while poaching and illegal wildlife
trade further endanger species like rhinoceroses and pangolins. Human-wildlife conflict, particularly in
regions adjacent to reserves, also impacts mammal populations. Conservation organizations, governmental
agencies, and local communities collaborate to address these threats through anti-poaching initiatives,
community-based conservation, and habitat restoration projects.

Poaching and illegal trade



Habitat fragmentation

Climate change impacts

Human-wildlife conflict

Conservation programs and legislation

Ecological Roles of Mammals

Mammals are integral to maintaining healthy ecosystems in South Africa. Herbivores such as antelope,
buffalo, and elephants influence vegetation dynamics and nutrient cycling. Carnivores like lions, leopards,
and wild dogs regulate prey populations and maintain biodiversity. Smaller mammals, including rodents
and insectivores, contribute to soil health and pest control. The ecological interactions among these
mammals underpin the stability and resilience of South Africa’s ecosystems.

Wildlife Reserves and National Parks

South Africa is celebrated for its extensive network of wildlife reserves and national parks, which serve as
sanctuaries for many threatened and iconic mammal species. Kruger National Park is the largest and most
famous, offering visitors the chance to observe the Big Five and numerous other mammals in their natural
habitats. Other notable reserves include Addo Elephant National Park, Pilanesberg National Park, and
Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park. These protected areas are not only vital for conservation but also contribute
significantly to ecotourism and local economies.

Kruger National Park

Addo Elephant National Park

Pilanesberg National Park

Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park

Madikwe Game Reserve



Human-Wildlife Interaction and Conservation Initiatives

The relationship between humans and mammals of South Africa is complex and evolving. Local
communities often depend on the land for agriculture, which can lead to conflict with wildlife.
Conservation initiatives focus on promoting coexistence through education, compensation schemes, and
sustainable land management. Ecotourism provides economic incentives for conservation, while research
and monitoring enhance understanding of mammal populations and inform management strategies. The
future of South Africa’s mammals depends on continued collaboration between stakeholders and innovative
approaches to conservation.

Q&A: Mammals of South Africa

Q: What are the Big Five mammals found in South Africa?
A: The Big Five mammals are lion, leopard, elephant, buffalo, and rhinoceros. These species are among the
most sought-after wildlife sightings in South Africa and are commonly found in national parks and game
reserves.

Q: Which mammals are endemic to South Africa?
A: Endemic mammals include certain species of golden moles, the Cape grysbok, and the riverine rabbit.
These species are unique to South Africa’s habitats and are not found naturally anywhere else in the world.

Q: What are some major threats to mammals in South Africa?
A: Major threats include habitat loss, poaching, illegal wildlife trade, human-wildlife conflict, and the
impacts of climate change. Conservation efforts strive to address these challenges through protected areas
and community-based initiatives.

Q: Where can tourists see mammals in South Africa?
A: Tourists can see a wide variety of mammals in national parks such as Kruger National Park, Addo
Elephant National Park, Pilanesberg National Park, and Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park. Guided safaris are popular
ways to observe wildlife.



Q: What role do mammals play in South African ecosystems?
A: Mammals contribute to ecosystem health by regulating vegetation, controlling prey populations,
dispersing seeds, aerating soil, and maintaining biodiversity. Their interactions are essential for ecological
stability.

Q: Are there any marine mammals in South Africa?
A: Yes, South Africa’s coastline is home to marine mammals such as dolphins, whales, and seals. The
southern right whale and humpback whale are notable seasonal visitors along the coast.

Q: How is the conservation status of rhinos in South Africa?
A: Rhinos, especially the black and white rhinoceros, are critically endangered due to poaching for their
horns. South Africa has implemented intensive anti-poaching measures and conservation programs to
protect these species.

Q: What is ecotourism and how does it benefit mammal conservation in
South Africa?
A: Ecotourism involves responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the environment and supports
local communities. In South Africa, it generates funding for protected areas and raises awareness about
mammal conservation.

Q: Can you name some lesser-known mammals of South Africa?
A: Lesser-known mammals include the aardvark, pangolin, honey badger, serval, and bat-eared fox. These
species play important ecological roles, although they are less commonly seen than the Big Five.

Q: How do local communities participate in mammal conservation?
A: Local communities participate through education programs, eco-friendly land management, and
involvement in wildlife monitoring and anti-poaching initiatives. Community-based conservation helps
balance human needs with wildlife protection.
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Mammals of South Africa: A Diverse and Thrilling
Wildlife Encounter

South Africa, a land of breathtaking landscapes and vibrant cultures, is also a haven for an
astonishing array of mammals. From the majestic lion to the elusive aardvark, the country boasts a
biodiversity that captivates wildlife enthusiasts and researchers alike. This comprehensive guide
delves into the fascinating world of South African mammals, exploring their diverse habitats, unique
adaptations, and conservation challenges. Prepare to embark on a thrilling journey through the
heart of African wildlife!

Exploring the Big Five and Beyond: Iconic South African
Mammals

When discussing South African mammals, the "Big Five" – lion, elephant, rhinoceros, leopard, and
Cape buffalo – immediately spring to mind. These iconic animals are symbols of African wildlife and
major tourist attractions, drawing visitors from across the globe. However, South Africa's
mammalian diversity extends far beyond these celebrated creatures.

#### The Majestic Predators:

Lions: Found primarily in Kruger National Park and other reserves, lions are apex predators, playing
a crucial role in maintaining the delicate balance of the ecosystem. Their social structures, hunting
strategies, and interactions are endlessly captivating to observe.
Leopards: Masters of stealth and agility, leopards are elusive but widespread throughout South
Africa. Their ability to thrive in diverse habitats, from grasslands to mountainous regions, speaks to
their adaptability.
Cheetahs: The fastest land animals on Earth, cheetahs are specialized hunters, relying on speed and
agility to catch their prey. Their sleek physique and powerful legs are a testament to evolution's
power.

#### The Gentle Giants:

Elephants: African elephants, particularly the African bush elephant, are iconic symbols of the
African savanna. Their intelligence, social complexity, and immense size leave a lasting impression
on anyone who encounters them.
Rhinoceroses: Both white and black rhinoceroses are found in South Africa, although sadly, both are
endangered due to poaching. Conservation efforts are crucial for the survival of these magnificent
creatures.
Cape Buffalo: Known for their unpredictable nature and powerful horns, Cape buffalo are highly
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social animals living in large herds. Their imposing presence and potential for aggression command
respect.

Beyond the Big Five: Unveiling South Africa's Hidden
Mammalian Treasures

South Africa harbors a wealth of lesser-known but equally fascinating mammals. These creatures
contribute significantly to the ecological balance and add to the richness of the country's
biodiversity.

#### Unique and Endemic Species:

Aardvarks: These nocturnal insectivores are characterized by their elongated snout, powerful claws,
and long, sticky tongue. They are uniquely adapted to their subterranean lifestyle.
Cape Golden Moles: These tiny, blind mammals are perfectly adapted to their underground
existence. They are endemic to South Africa, adding to the country’s unique biodiversity.
Springboks: These graceful antelopes are known for their spectacular leaping behavior and are a
common sight in many South African grasslands.

#### Diverse Habitats and Adaptations:

South Africa's diverse landscapes – from arid deserts to lush forests – support a remarkable variety
of mammals, each displaying unique adaptations to their specific environment. For example, desert-
dwelling species have evolved mechanisms for conserving water, while forest dwellers are adapted
to arboreal lifestyles.

Conservation Challenges and Efforts

The survival of South Africa's mammals faces several significant challenges, most notably habitat
loss due to human encroachment, poaching, and climate change. However, dedicated conservation
efforts are underway to protect these animals and their habitats. These initiatives include the
establishment of national parks and reserves, anti-poaching programs, and community-based
conservation projects.

Conclusion

South Africa's mammals represent a treasure trove of biodiversity, showcasing remarkable
adaptations and ecological importance. From the iconic Big Five to the lesser-known but equally
fascinating species, the country's wildlife is a testament to the power and beauty of nature.
Continued conservation efforts are crucial to ensuring the survival of these magnificent creatures for



generations to come. Visiting South Africa provides an unparalleled opportunity to witness this
incredible wildlife firsthand, fostering appreciation and supporting vital conservation initiatives.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. Where is the best place to see the Big Five in South Africa? Kruger National Park is renowned for
its abundant wildlife and offers excellent opportunities to spot all five animals. Other reserves, like
Sabi Sands and Madikwe, also offer excellent wildlife viewing.

2. Are all South African mammals endangered? No, while some species like rhinoceroses are
critically endangered, many others have healthy populations. However, continued monitoring and
conservation efforts are essential for all species.

3. What is the role of ecotourism in mammal conservation in South Africa? Ecotourism plays a vital
role by generating revenue for conservation efforts, creating jobs in local communities, and raising
awareness about the importance of protecting wildlife.

4. What are the biggest threats to South African mammals? Habitat loss, poaching, human-wildlife
conflict, and climate change are the most significant threats.

5. How can I contribute to South African mammal conservation? Supporting reputable conservation
organizations, choosing responsible tourism operators, and advocating for stronger environmental
policies are all effective ways to contribute.
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introduction of bioinformatics, and the explosion of molecular-based genetic methodologies have all
contributed to the revision of many phylogenetic relationships and to a doubling of the recognized
diversity of South American rodents. The largest and most diverse mammalian order on Earth—and
an increasingly threatened one—Rodentia is also of great ecological importance, and Rodents is both
a timely and exhaustive reference on these ubiquitous creatures. From spiny mice and guinea pigs to
the oversized capybara, this book covers all native rodents of South America, the continental islands
of Trinidad and Tobago, and the Caribbean Netherlands off the Venezuelan coast. It includes
identification keys and descriptions of all genera and species; comments on distribution; maps of
localities; discussions of subspecies; and summaries of natural, taxonomic, and nomenclatural
history. Rodents also contains a detailed list of cited literature and a separate gazetteer based on
confirmed identifications from museum vouchers and the published literature.
  mammals of south africa: Biological Invasions in South Africa Brian W. van Wilgen, John
Measey, David M. Richardson, John R. Wilson, Tsungai A. Zengeya, 2020-03-10 This open access
volume presents a comprehensive account of all aspects of biological invasions in South Africa,
where research has been conducted over more than three decades, and where bold initiatives have
been implemented in attempts to control invasions and to reduce their ecological, economic and
social effects. It covers a broad range of themes, including history, policy development and
implementation, the status of invasions of animals and plants in terrestrial, marine and freshwater
environments, the development of a robust ecological theory around biological invasions, the
effectiveness of management interventions, and scenarios for the future. The South African situation
stands out because of the remarkable diversity of the country, and the wide range of problems
encountered in its varied ecosystems, which has resulted in a disproportionate investment into both
research and management. The South African experience holds many lessons for other parts of the
world, and this book should be of immense value to researchers, students, managers, and



policy-makers who deal with biological invasions and ecosystem management and conservation in
most other regions.
  mammals of south africa: The Safari Companion Richard D. Estes, 1999-12-01 The best
field guide to observing and understanding the behavior of African mammals and an indispensable
tool for naturalists traveling to Africa! The Second Edition has been fully revised and includes a new
preface. The Safari Companion enables readers to recognize and interpret visible behavioral
activities, such as courtship rituals, territorial marking, aggression, and care of young. Each account
of over 80 species includes a behavioral table in which the unique actions of the hoofed mammals,
carnivores, and primates are described for easy reference. Other features include: Expert
Illustrations Useful maps showing major national boundaries, vegetation zones, and game parks An
extensive glossary Tips on wildlife photography A list of organizations working to protect African
wildlife The best behavioral field guide ever.—Sy Montgomery, author of Tamed and Untamed The
book is more than a field guide; it is a valuable tool for conservation.—Kathryn S. Fuller, President,
World Wildlife Fund (U.S.A.)
  mammals of south africa: Rodents of Sub-Saharan Africa Ara Monadjem, Peter J. Taylor,
Christiane Denys, Fenton P.D. Cotterill, 2015-02-17 This comprehensive handbook covers all the
rodents occurring in Southern, Central, East and West Africa, south of the Sahara. Genus and
species accounts include diagnostic descriptions, systematics and taxonomy, biogeographical
environment, fossil species, photographs of skull and mandible, illustrations of molar dentition,
photographs of live animals, distribution maps and tables of standard museum measurements.
  mammals of south africa: The Impossible Five Justin Fox, 2015 Visiting game reserves is,
for most, all about ticking off the Big Five. Not for Justin Fox. He embarks on a humourous, quirky,
frustrating journey in search of South Africa's most elusive mammals, the 'Impossible Five': Cape
mountain leopard, aardvark, pangolin, riverine rabbit and naturally occurring white lion. Besides
animals, the book is peopled with a lovable cast of eccentric characters and provides compelling
insights into wild South Africa.--Back cover.
  mammals of south africa: The Kingdon Field Guide to African Mammals Jonathan Kingdon,
2015-04-23 This is the definitive field guide to African Mammals, fully revised and updated following
the publication of the groundbreaking Mammals of Africa (2013). Jonathan Kingdon, one of the
world's foremost authorities on African mammals, has both written and illustrated this landmark
field guide. The unique combination of his extensive field experience and artistic talent has produced
a stunning work that sets new standards. The concise text provides full information on identification,
distribution, ecology, relationships and conservation status, with introductory profiles that
summarise the characteristics of each mammal group. All known species of African land mammal are
covered, with coverage of several of the more complex groups of small mammals simplified by
reference to genera. Classification has been fully updated and this new edition includes many newly
recognised species. With over 780 colour illustrations, numerous line drawings and more than 520
maps, this book will be an essential companion to anyone visiting Africa or with an interest in the
mammals of the continent.
  mammals of south africa: The Living Deserts of Southern Africa Barry Lovegrove, 2022-02
Divided into ten chapters, The Living Deserts of Southern Africa details the biology of desert plants
(biggest desert biodiversity hotspot in the world) and animals and discusses their conservation and
future threats.
  mammals of south africa: Animals of Kruger National Park Keith Barnes, 2016-10-18 This
compact and stunningly illustrated field guide is an essential companion for any safari in South
Africa's Kruger National Park--one of the largest, most iconic, and most visited conservation areas in
Africa. Featuring a unique attractive layout and more than 200 color photographs that show animals
in a variety of poses, the guide covers all of the park's most frequently seen mammals, reptiles, and
frogs. The authoritative and accessible text provides more information about identification, habitat,
behavior, biology, and conservation than most competing guides. Written by South Africa native
Keith Barnes, an experienced naturalist, wildlife guide, and author, the guide covers 57 mammals,



17 reptiles, and 8 frogs. In addition to Kruger's famous Big-5 of elephants, leopards, lions,
rhinoceroses, and buffalos, the guide also includes lesser-known animals such as the charismatic
Wild Dog, smaller cats like the Serval and Caracal, and odd nocturnal denizens like the Cape
Porcupine and Springhare. Text and photos work seamlessly to enhance the user's understanding,
appreciation, and enjoyment of the animals of this incredible region, which is home to South Africa's
most important populations of megafauna. * An essential all-in-one Kruger safari companion* Perfect
for new and experienced safari-goers alike* Small, portable format ideal for field use* Unique
attractive layout with more than 200 stunning color photographs* Photos show animals in a variety
of poses* Covers the most frequently seen species--57 mammals, 17 reptiles, and 8 frogs*
Authoritative and accessible text provides more information about identification, behavior, biology,
and conservation than most competing guides* Includes spoor prints for all frequently encountered
mammal tracks Distributed by Princeton University Press.--
  mammals of south africa: South Africa Wildlife James Kavanagh, Waterford Press,
2017-11-16 Eco-tourists, adventurers, and nature lovers will find African Wildlife to be the ideal
pocket-sized, folding guide to refer to while driving or trekking through this region. This beautifully
illustrated guide highlights over 140 familiar and unique species of mammals, birds, reptiles,
amphibians and includes a map of wildlife viewing hotspots. Laminated for durability, this
lightweight, pocket-sized folding guide is an excellent source of portable information and ideal for
field on safari.
  mammals of south africa: African Antelope Database 1998 Rod East, 1999 Although most
antelope species still exist in large numbers in sub-Saharan Africa (some in hundreds of thousands),
up to three-quarters of the species are in decline. Threats to their survival arise from the rapid
growth of human and livestock populations, with consequent degradation and destruction of natural
habitats, and excessive offtake by meat hunters. In addition, some parts of Africa are mow almost
completely devoid of large wild animals because of uncontrolled slaughter during recent civil wars.
This report presents the information currently held by the IUCN/SSC Antelope Specialist Group on
the conservation status of each antelope species (and selected subspecies) in sub-Saharan Africa.
Key areas have been identified for the conservation of representative antelope communities. While
external donors make the greatest contributions to the conservation of antelopes, greater
recognition of wildlife conservation in national and regional development plans is often a critically
important requirement.
  mammals of south africa: Biodiversity of Angola Brian J. Huntley, Vladimir Russo, Fernanda
Lages, Nuno Ferrand, 2019-02-20 This open access multi-authored book presents a 'state of the
science' synthesis of knowledge on the biodiversity of Angola, based on sources in peer-reviewed
journals, in books and where appropriate, unpublished official reports. The book identifies Angola as
one of the most biologically diverse countries in Africa, but notes that its fauna, flora, habitats and
the processes that drive the dynamics of its ecosystems are still very poorly researched and
documented. This 'state of the science' synthesis is for the use of all students of Angola's
biodiversity, and for those responsible for the planning, development and sustainable management
of the country's living resources. The volume brings together the results of expeditions and research
undertaken in Angola since the late eighteenth century, with emphasis on work conducted in the
four decades since Angola's independence in 1975. The individual chapters have been written by
leaders in their fields, and reviewed by peers familiar with the region.
  mammals of south africa: Pocket Guide to Mammals of Southern Africa Burger Cillie,
2011-03-15 This is a handy and compact guide to over a 100 mammal species -- from big cats to mice
and bats. This 5th edition has been completely updated, with 16 new pages of mammals added. Each
entry contains a detailed description with: Clear, full-colour photographs; Information on
identification, subspecies, mass, shoulder height, vocalisation, age, habitat, habits, food, breeding,
and male and female differences; Details of other species with which the mammal could be confused,
and their differences; An illustration of typical tracks and their size; A Southern Africa distribution
map; Listed where appropriate are the most recent standards set for trophy hunters by Safari Club



International and Rowland Ward. Additionally, the pocket guide has: A vegetation map and habitat
keys for essential, summarised information at a glance on distribution and preferred habitats; A
photographic section on dung; An illustrated section on spoor and tracking.
  mammals of south africa: Mammals of Africa Jonathan Kingdon, David Happold, Thomas
Butynski, Michael Hoffmann, Meredith Happold, Jan Kalina, 2013-05-23 Mammals of Africa (MoA) is
a series of six volumes which describes, in detail, every currently recognized species of African land
mammal. This is the first time that such extensive coverage has ever been attempted, and the
volumes incorporate the very latest information and detailed discussion of the morphology,
distribution, biology and evolution (including reference to fossil and molecular data) of Africa's
mammals. With 1,160 species and 16 orders, Africa has the greatest diversity and abundance of
mammals in the world. The reasons for this and the mechanisms behind their evolution are given
special attention in the series. Each volume follows the same format, with detailed profiles of every
species and higher taxa. The series includes some 660 colour illustrations by Jonathan Kingdon and
his many drawings highlight details of morphology and behaviour of the species concerned.
Diagrams, schematic details and line drawings of skulls and jaws are by Jonathan Kingdon and
Meredith Happold. Every species also includes a detailed distribution map. Extensive references
alert readers to more detailed information. Volume I: Introductory Chapters and Afrotheria (352
pages) Volume II: Primates (560 pages) Volume III: Rodents, Hares and Rabbits (784 pages) Volume
IV: Hedgehogs, Shrews and Bats (800 pages) Volume V: Carnivores, Pangolins, Equids and
Rhinoceroses (560 pages) Volume VI: Pigs, Hippopotamuses, Chevrotain, Giraffes, Deer and Bovids
(704 pages)
  mammals of south africa: Wild Ways Peter Apps, 2014 Southern Africa has a rich mammal
fauna. Identifying mammals is part of the fun - understanding their behavior is just as fascinating.
With his extensive knowledge and experience, Peter Apps describes and interprets the behavior of
all the significant mammals from aardvarks to tsessebe.
  mammals of south africa: A Field Guide to the Larger Mammals of Africa Jean Dorst,
Pierre Dandelot, 1995-08-03 Provides descriptions of the characteristics, habits, distribution, and
migration patterns of African mammals.
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