living religions

living religions are the vibrant beliefs and practices that shape societies across the globe today. From ancient
traditions to modern spiritual movements, living religions influence culture, ethics, politics, and daily life
for billions. This comprehensive article explores the core aspects of living religions, including their
definitions, major world faiths, rituals, teachings, societal impact, and evolving trends. Readers will discover
how religions adapt to contemporary challenges, maintain relevance, and foster interfaith dialogue.
Whether you’re a student, researcher, or curious seeker, this guide provides a thorough overview of living
religions—highlighting their diversity, significance, and enduring role in the human experience. Dive in
to understand the dynamic landscape of spirituality, belief systems, and faith communities in the modern

world.
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Definition and Characteristics of Living Religions

Living religions refer to faith systems that are actively practiced, maintained, and transmitted in
contemporary society. Unlike extinct religions, living religions have adherents who participate in rituals,
observe sacred teachings, and sustain religious institutions. These religions evolve over time, adapting to
social, technological, and cultural shifts while preserving core values and traditions. Living religions are
characterized by organized structures, leadership, community engagement, and ongoing spiritual
experiences. They encompass a wide range of beliefs, from monotheistic and polytheistic faiths to

indigenous spiritualities and new religious movements.



Key Features of Living Religions

o Active participation by followers

e Transmission of beliefs and practices across generations

Established places of worship and religious institutions

Defined rituals, ceremonies, and sacred texts

Adaptability to changing social contexts

Major World Religions Practiced Today

Living religions encompass a diverse array of faiths practiced by billions worldwide. The most prominent
include Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, and Sikhism. Each of these religions has distinct
doctrines, rituals, and historical roots, contributing to the rich tapestry of global spirituality. Additionally,
indigenous religions, new religious movements, and spiritual philosophies play vital roles in local and global

communities.

Overview of Major Religions

Christianity: The largest living religion, Christianity centers on the teachings of Jesus Christ,

emphasizing love, salvation, and community.

Islam: Followers of Islam, called Muslims, adhere to the teachings of the Prophet Muhammad and the

Quran, focusing on submission to God (Allah).

Hinduism: Hinduism is a complex, pluralistic faith rooted in the Indian subcontinent, featuring

diverse gods, rituals, and philosophies.

Buddhism: Based on the teachings of Siddhartha Gautama (Buddha), Buddhism emphasizes

mindfulness, compassion, and the path to enlightenment.



Judaism: Judaism is one of the oldest monotheistic religions, centered on the Torah and a covenantal

relationship with God.

Sikhism: Originating in Punjab, Sikhism promotes equality, service, and devotion to one God.

Indigenous and New Religious Movements

In addition to major world religions, indigenous faiths and new religious movements contribute to the
diversity of living religions. These often blend traditional practices with contemporary interpretations,

reflecting local cultures and global influences.

Core Beliefs and Practices of Living Religions

Every living religion is defined by a set of beliefs, ethical guidelines, and spiritual practices that guide
followers in their daily lives. These foundational tenets shape worldviews, morality, and community bonds.
While doctrines vary, most religions share common elements such as belief in the divine, sacred texts,

prayer, and moral conduct.

Central Beliefs

Belief in one or multiple deities

Concepts of the afterlife or spiritual realms

Ethical and moral principles

Purpose and meaning of human existence

Common Practices

¢ Prayer and meditation

e Attendance at places of worship



¢ Observance of religious holidays and rites

e Charitable acts and community service

Rituals, Ceremonies, and Festivals

Rituals and ceremonies are integral to living religions, marking significant life events, spiritual milestones,
and communal celebrations. These activities foster a sense of belonging, reinforce beliefs, and express

devotion. Festivals often commemorate historical events, honor deities, or celebrate seasonal changes.

Types of Religious Rituals

Initiation rites (baptism, coming-of-age ceremonies)

Marriage and funeral rituals

Daily prayers and meditations

Pilgrimages to sacred sites

Major Religious Festivals

Christmas, Easter (Christianity)

Ramadan, Eid al-Fitr (Islam)

Diwali, Holi (Hinduism)

Vesak, Losar (Buddhism)



Passover, Hanukkah (Judaism)

Vaisakhi (Sikhism)

Living Religions and Social Impact

Living religions play a pivotal role in shaping societies. They influence laws, education, healthcare, and
social norms. Religious organizations often provide humanitarian aid, support marginalized communities,
and advocate for justice. Faith-based values can promote unity, compassion, and ethical behavior, but may

also be sources of social tension if misunderstood or misapplied.

Religion and Community Life

Establishing schools, hospitals, and charitable institutions
Promoting family values and social cohesion

Encouraging volunteerism and service

Religion and Politics

Governments and political movements often interact with living religions, either by supporting religious
freedom or regulating religious practices. In some regions, religious beliefs shape laws and public policy,

while in others, secularism prevails.

Modern Challenges and Changes in Living Religions

Living religions continually face new challenges in a rapidly changing world. Issues such as secularization,

technological advancement, migration, and intergenerational differences affect religious practice and belief.



Many faith communities respond by reevaluating traditions, embracing digital platforms, and addressing

contemporary social issues.

Key Challenges

Declining religious affiliation in some regions
Adapting rituals for virtual participation
Addressing gender equality and human rights

Responding to scientific and philosophical advancements

Adaptation and Renewal

Some living religions experience revival movements, reinterpret teachings, or develop inclusive practices
to stay relevant. Interfaith initiatives and youth engagement are increasingly prioritized to sustain

membership and foster understanding.

Interfaith Dialogue and Cooperation

Interfaith dialogue is a crucial development among living religions, fostering mutual respect,
understanding, and peaceful coexistence. Religious leaders, organizations, and communities collaborate on
shared values such as compassion, justice, and environmental stewardship. Interfaith events, conferences,

and educational programs promote tolerance and help resolve conflicts rooted in religious differences.

Benefits of Interfaith Cooperation

Reducing prejudice and discrimination

Building resilient communities



Joint efforts in humanitarian and social projects

Emerging Trends in Living Religions

Living religions are witnessing new trends as societies evolve. The rise of spiritual-but-not-religious
identities, online worship, and interfaith activism are reshaping religious landscapes. Increased focus on
personal spirituality, environmental ethics, and global citizenship reflect changing priorities among

believers.

Recent Developments

Growth of non-traditional and hybrid spiritualities
Use of technology for community building and outreach
Emphasis on mental health and wellbeing within faith contexts

Expansion of interfaith youth movements

The enduring relevance of living religions lies in their ability to adapt, inspire, and unite people in the face
of change. As global societies continue to transform, these faith systems will remain central to personal

identity, cultural heritage, and collective action.

Q What is the definition of living religions?

A: Living religions are faith systems actively practiced and maintained in contemporary society,

characterized by ongoing rituals, transmission of beliefs, and community engagement.



Q Which are the major living religions in the world today?

A: The major living religions include Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, and Sikhism,

alongside numerous indigenous faiths and new religious movements.

Q How do living religions impact society?

A: Living religions influence culture, laws, education, healthcare, and social norms, often promoting unity,

ethical behavior, and humanitarian efforts.

Q What are some common rituals found in living religions?

A: Common rituals include prayer, meditation, initiation rites, marriage and funeral ceremonies, and

festivals celebrating religious or historical events.

Q How are living religions adapting to modern challenges?

A: Many living religions are embracing technology, reevaluating traditions, addressing social issues, and

prioritizing interfaith dialogue to stay relevant.

Q What is interfaith dialogue and why is it important?

A: Interfaith dialogue is the engagement between different religious groups to foster understanding,

respect, and cooperation, helping to reduce prejudice and promote peace.

Q Are new religious movements considered living religions?

A: Yes, new religious movements are considered living religions if they have active followers, ongoing

practices, and impact on contemporary society.

Q What trends are shaping living religions today?

A: Trends include the rise of spiritual-but-not-religious identities, online worship, interfaith activism, and a

growing focus on personal spirituality and global issues.

Q How do living religions address social issues?

A: Living religions often advocate for justice, equality, and humanitarian aid, while some reassess

traditional teachings to address gender, human rights, and environmental concerns.



Q Why do living religions remain important in the modern world?

A: Living religions remain important for providing meaning, community, ethical guidance, and cultural

heritage, adapting to societal change and inspiring collective action.

Living Religions
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Living Religions: A Journey Through Faiths Shaping
Our World

Are you curious about the diverse tapestry of beliefs shaping our global community? This exploration
delves into the fascinating world of living religions, examining their core tenets, historical
influences, and enduring impact on societies worldwide. We'll move beyond simple definitions,
exploring the dynamism and evolution of these faiths and how they continue to adapt and influence
the modern world. Prepare to embark on a journey of understanding, respect, and deeper
appreciation for the rich spiritual landscape of humanity.

Understanding the Term "Living Religions"

The term "living religions" refers to faith systems that are actively practiced by a significant number
of people today. This contrasts with historical or extinct religions, which may have left a historical
mark but lack a contemporary, substantial following actively engaging in their practices and beliefs.
A "living" religion is characterized by:

Active Practice: Regular worship, rituals, and adherence to core tenets.

Community: A structured community or network of believers supporting and guiding each other.
Adaptation: The ability to adapt and evolve within changing societal contexts while retaining core
beliefs.

Global Presence (Often): While some may be regionally concentrated, many living religions boast
global reach and diverse expressions.
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Key Characteristics Defining a Living Religion

Several key characteristics contribute to a religion's status as "living." These include:

Sacred Texts: Most living religions possess sacred texts or scriptures guiding belief and practice.
Spiritual Leaders: Hierarchies, lineages, or influential figures provide guidance and interpretation.
Moral Codes: Ethical frameworks shape behavior and interactions within the community and the
wider world.

Rituals and Practices: Regular ceremonies, prayers, and practices reinforce faith and connection.
Transmission of Beliefs: Methods for passing down beliefs, traditions, and practices across
generations.

Exploring Major Living Religions

The world is a mosaic of faiths, each with a unique history and perspective. Here, we'll briefly
explore some of the major living religions:

1. Christianity: A Global Faith

Christianity, originating from the teachings of Jesus Christ, is one of the world's largest religions.
With diverse denominations and interpretations, it emphasizes love, compassion, and the belief in
one God.

2. Islam: The Religion of Submission

Islam, based on the teachings of the Prophet Muhammad, centers on the belief in one God (Allah)
and the submission to His will. Its practices, including prayer, fasting, and charity, guide the lives of
Muslims worldwide.

3. Hinduism: A Diverse Tradition

Hinduism, a rich and complex faith originating in the Indian subcontinent, emphasizes dharma
(righteousness), karma (action and consequence), and the cycle of reincarnation. Its diverse
traditions and philosophies provide a wide range of paths to spiritual realization.



4. Buddhism: The Path to Enlightenment

Buddhism, founded by Siddhartha Gautama (the Buddha), focuses on the path to enlightenment
through practices like meditation, mindfulness, and ethical conduct. Its diverse schools and
interpretations have spread globally, adapting to various cultural contexts.

5. Judaism: A Covenant with God

Judaism, one of the oldest monotheistic religions, emphasizes the covenant between God and the
Jewish people. Its laws, traditions, and scriptures guide the lives of Jewish communities around the
world.

The Evolution and Adaptation of Living Religions

Living religions are not static; they constantly evolve and adapt to changing social, political, and
cultural landscapes. This dynamism is crucial for their continued relevance and appeal to new
generations. Factors influencing this evolution include:

Globalization: The interconnected world exposes religions to new ideas and perspectives, prompting
both internal dialogues and external interactions.

Technological Advancements: Technology influences how religions communicate, disseminate their
teachings, and connect with their followers.

Social Movements: Social justice movements and changing societal values often impact religious
interpretations and practices.

Interfaith Dialogue: Growing interaction between different religious groups leads to mutual
understanding and increased tolerance.

Conclusion

Understanding living religions requires recognizing their diversity, dynamism, and the profound
impact they have on shaping cultures and societies. While differences in beliefs and practices exist,
studying these faiths fosters empathy, respect, and a deeper appreciation for the complexities of the
human experience. Exploring these diverse belief systems provides a window into the richness of
human spirituality and the ongoing quest for meaning and purpose.



Frequently Asked Questions (FAQSs)

1. What makes a religion "living" versus "dead"? A living religion has a significant number of active
adherents practicing its tenets and beliefs, maintaining its traditions, and adapting to societal
changes. A "dead" religion lacks this active participation and is primarily known through historical
records.

2. Are there any new "living religions" emerging? While established religions continue to evolve, the
emergence of entirely new, globally significant religions is rare. However, new spiritual and
religious movements often develop, though their long-term survival and impact remain to be seen.

3. How do living religions adapt to modern challenges? Living religions often adapt by reinterpreting
their scriptures, engaging in interfaith dialogue, addressing contemporary social issues, and utilizing
modern technology for outreach and communication.

4. What role do living religions play in society today? Living religions play diverse roles, offering
spiritual guidance, ethical frameworks, social support networks, charitable initiatives, and a sense of
community and belonging for many individuals.

5. Can conflict arise between living religions? Yes, differences in beliefs and values can sometimes
lead to conflict. However, increasing interfaith dialogue and understanding are promoting greater
tolerance and cooperation between various religious groups.

living religions: Living Religions Mary Pat Fisher, 1994 KEY BENEFIT Living Religions is a
sympathetic approach to what is living and significant in the world's major religious traditions and in
various new movements that are arising. KEY TOPICS This book provides a clear and
straightforward account of the development, doctrines, and practices of the major faiths followed
today. The emphasis throughout is on consciousness of believers and their own accounts of their
religion and its relevance in contemporary life. MARKET For professional theologians and others
interested in the development of the major religions practiced today.

living religions: The World's Living Religions Robert Ernest Hume, 1928

living religions: The World's Living Religions Archie J. Bahm, 1992 The World's Living
Religions is an authoritative study of comparative religion, Oriental and Occidental, by one of the
foremost scholars in the field. It differs from other similar works on the subject in that, in addition to
a detailed study of the five major religions -- Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity and Islam,
the book also offers an insight into the lesser known religions, such as Jainism, Vedantism, Taoism,
Confucianism and Shintoism.

living religions: The World's Living Religions Robert Ernest Hume, 1959

living religions: Living Religions Mary Pat Fisher, 2002 textformat=02>

living religions: Living Religions Mary Pat Fisher, 2011-10-06 Living Religions: A Brief
Introduction 3/e presents a highly readable and stimulating concise survey of the modern religious
world though an emphasis on the personal consciousness of believers and their own accounts of
their religion and relevance in contemporary life. (Amazon).

living religions: A New Handbook of Living Religions John R. Hinnells, 1998 The sources
and history of the world's religions, from Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Sikhism and
Zoroastrianism, to regional studies in Africa, China and Japan; their teaching, practices and popular
traditions; diaspora religions in the Western world, in the USA, Canada, Australia and Britain,
including a new section on these religious migrations in a comparative international perspective;



gender and spirituality and the Black African diaspora; developments that have taken place in the
twentieth century; recent scholarship, including new material on China; and public festivals and
private devotions. With charts and diagrams to illustrate and clarify the text, The New Handbook of
Living Religions is the definitive guide to understanding the belief systems of the world
today.--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights
Reserved

living religions: Living Religions and a World Faith William Ernest Hocking, 1940

living religions: Living Religions Fisher, 2005-08

living religions: Living Religions Mary Pat Fisher, 2011

living religions: Living Religions of the World Frederic Spiegelberg, 1960

living religions: An Anthology of Living Religions Mary Pat Fisher, Lee W. Bailey, 2000 This
anthology provides each of the major world religions with an opportunity to explain itself in its own
terms, creating a sensitive and accurate picture of its teachings and beliefs. It allows readers to gain
an ;inside; understanding of origins, founders, and practices-and presents the religions as living
faiths. Selected extracts relate religion to such current issues as gender, environment, and politics.
Chapters explore indigenous sacred ways, Hinduism, Jainism, Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism,
Judaism, Christianity, and more. For individuals desiring to learn more about the major world
religions, and their impact around the world today.

living religions: The Penguin Handbook of the World's Living Religions John R. Hinnells,
2010-03-25 Comprehensive, informative and authoritative, The Penguin Handbook of the World's
Living Religions is compiled by a team of leading international scholars, and is the definitive guide to
the religious belief systems and practices of the world today. This in-depth survey of active religions
has now been fully updated to include modern developments and the most recent scholarship. It
explains the sources and history of the world's religions, includes material on the phenomenon of
Black African and Asian diaspora religions around the world and explores the role of gender in
modern religion.

living religions: Living Religions Mary Pat Fisher, 2010 Living Religions , now in its eighth
edition, is a highly readable and stimulating survey of the worlds major religious traditions . It
provides a clear and straightforward account of the development, doctrines, and practices of the
major faiths, with an emphasis on the personal consciousness of believers and their own accounts of
its relevance in contemporary life. The book also describes new and emerging religious movements
and explores the attitudes of various faiths towards issues such as the role of women, the
environment and society, as well as covering the disturbing rise in violence perpetrated in the name
of religion. Highly illustrated with photographs, maps and timelines, this is the leading overview of
the modern religious world.

living religions: Living Our Religions Anjana Narayan, Bandana Purkayastha, 2009 The
population of the South Asian Diaspora in the US is over 2.5 million people. Yet in a post 9/11
climate of opinion, little is known about this group beyond images of Muslim and Hindu
fundamentalists and terrorists. This is particularly true of women where simplistic assumptions
about veils and subordination obscure the voices of the women themselves. Rarely are Hindu and
Muslim American women—many of whom are social workers, physicians, lawyers, academics,
students, homemakers—asked about their everyday lives and religious beliefs. Living our Religions
brings out these hidden stories from South Asian American women of Bangladeshi, Pakistani, Indian
and Nepali origin. Their accounts show how diverse and culturally dynamic religious practices
emerge within the intersection of histories and politics of specific locales. The authors describe the
race, gender, and ethnic boundaries they encounter; they also document how they resist and
challenge these boundaries. Living our Religions cuts through the myths and ethnocentrism of
popular portrayals to reveal the vibrancy, courage and agency of an invisible minority. Other
Contributors: Shobha Hamal Gurung, Selina Jamil, Salma Kamal, Shweta Majumdar, Bidya Ranjeet,
Shanthi Rao, Aysha Saeed, Monoswita Saha, Neela, Bhattacharya Saxena, Parveen Talpur, Elora
Halim Chowdhury and Rafia Zakaria




living religions: A Handbook of Living Religions John R. Hinnells, 1984

living religions: The World's Living Religions Edward Geoffrey Parrinder, 1964

living religions: Living Religions Of The World Frederic Spiegelberg, 2023-07-22 This
comprehensive survey of world religions provides an illuminating and insightful view of the beliefs,
practices, and traditions of the major faiths. From Hinduism and Buddhism to Judaism, Christianity,
and Islam, Spiegelberg offers a balanced and nuanced perspective on the spiritual legacies of
humankind. With its engaging prose and wealth of information, this book is an indispensable
resource for students of religion and spirituality. This work has been selected by scholars as being
culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in
the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United
States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a
copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your
support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant.

living religions: Unity and Diversity in World’S Living Religions Muhammad Hedayetullah,
2010-11-29 Muhammad Hedayetullah has spent much of his life and career studying the religions of
the world, and he has come to a very simple but informed conclusion: all world religions are
basically the same. Certainly, they are spread across separate geographical areas. Yes, the deities of
different religions are called by different names. And yet, there is a unity of purpose among them all.
Unity and Diversity in Worlds Living Religions is one mans educated journey through the religions of
the world. By focusing on the living religions of today, he has derived a conclusive level of similarity
underlying every culture known to modern man. From the deities worshipped by Hinduism, to
Confucianism and even Christianity, all cultures seek a connection with a higher power for strength,
guidance, and love. Hedayetullahs conclusions are remarkable in this day and age, especially with
religious wars and prejudices based solely on the adverse beliefs of the so-called enemy. What would
the world be like if we were to realize and accept that we are all one people, under one higher
power, seeking to worship together? It is not a simple feat, but it starts with a solitary insight: no
matter where we are or what we believe, we are one.

living religions: Abingdon Dictionary of Living Religions Keith R. Crim, 1981 A guide to the
historical development, beliefs, and practices of the world's religions.

living religions: An Introduction to the Study of Some Living Religions of the East
Sydney Cave, 2015-06-04 An Introduction to the Study of Some Living Religions of the East is a
textbook by author Sydney Cave, who lived amongst Hindus for many years of his life and intimately
studied other Eastern religions. He intended this work to be a beginner's guide to the study of
non-Christian religions. Cave has divided this textbook into five sections, each discussing a separate
religion or religions. Hinduism, Zoroastrianism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, and Islam are all
explored in depth in this book. The author follows a similar path for each section of the book. Each
religion is introduced with a focus on its history and core beliefs. Important religious figures are
discussed, with a focus on the spiritual significance of these individuals. The societies where these
religions are practiced are also analyzed, helping to add some much needed social context to the
discussion. As a primer on the non-Christian religions, Sydney Cave's book is largely a success. The
reader with little or no knowledge of the religions discussed will certainly find themselves with a
greater understanding of the world's religions upon conclusion of this book. The author's style is
eminently readable, with clear, concise prose lending an air of authority to the text. His section on
Hinduism, the religion in which Cave is most knowledgeable, is probably the highlight of the book
and is certainly the most thorough. An Introduction to the Study of Some Living Religions of the East
is a terrific guide for those interested in learning about the world's religions. Any student of
religious studies will find this to be a valuable text, as will anybody else with an interest in learning
more about the belief systems of the people that surround them. About the Publisher Forgotten
Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at



www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten
Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original
format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the
original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair
the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left
to preserve the state of such historical works.

living religions: Living Religions Value Package Mary Pat Fisher, 2008-02 0135031591 /
9780135031599 Living Religions Value Package (includes Anthology of Living Religions) Package
consists of: 0132060590 / 9780132060592 Anthology of Living Religions, An 0136141056 /
9780136141051 Living Religions

living religions: World's Living Religions Robert Ernest Hume, 1978-01

living religions: Living Religions of the World Carl Hermann Voss, 2013-06 Offering real
alternatives in a world grown small and compelling various thinking persons to make a personal
choice, this title presents the living faiths. It offers a summary of the major issues of conscience and
decision in a generation which displays an upsurge of religious interest frequently along
non-traditional paths.

living religions: Loving Waters Across Religions McAnally, Elizabeth, 2019-02-20 McAnally
presents an academically rigorous, spiritually rich approach to the myriad global issues related to
water. The author draws from Christianity's sacramental consciousness of baptism, loving service of
the Yamuna River in Hinduism, and the compassionate wisdom of the bodhisattva to develop 'an
integral approach to water ethics.' Building on but distinct from the foundation laid by Christiana
Zenner's Just Water, this book is a welcome addition to the growing field of concern surrounding
global water crises--

living religions: World Religions in a Nutshell Ray Comfort, 2016-02 This concise guide not
only clearly explains the difference between Christianity and the other major religions, but will arm
you with all the ammunition you need to go out into the battle with confidence.

living religions: Introducing Apologetics James E. Taylor, 2006-03-01 Questions about the
truthfulness of Christianity deserve thoughtful, balanced, and reasonable answers. James Taylor
provides a fresh, comprehensive survey of the many methods of Christian apologetics using a
unique, whole-person approach. He addresses core apologetics issues facing Christians in the
twenty-first century, including the evidence for God's existence, the challenge of evil, the uniqueness
of Jesus Christ, world religions, and more. This accessible text, now in paper, will appeal to students
and all who wrestle with intellectual obstacles to faith. Each chapter contains an outline, summary,
list of basic terms, reflection and discussion questions, and guide to further reading. Chapter
overviews and sidebars enhance the text.

living religions: An Introduction to the Study of Some Living Religions of the East Sydney
Cave, 1952

living religions: The World's Living Religions Robert Ernest Hume, 1955

living religions: Religions Today Mary Pat Fisher, 2013-11-19 Religions Today provides a
sympathetic account of what living religions really are. Fisher traces the historical development and
practices of major religious movements and explores how these evolve into contemporary belief and
teaching. She considers major faiths as well as indigenous religions and new religious movements,
focusing on how living religions affect contemporary society. Case studies and interviews with living
people ensure that this concise guide is both readable and stimulating.

living religions: Sacred Stories, Spiritual Tribes Nancy Tatom Ammerman, 2014 Nancy Tatom
Ammerman examines the stories Americans tell of their everyday lives, from dinner table to office
and shopping mall to doctor's office, about the things that matter most to them and the routines they
take for granted, and the times and places where the everyday and ordinary meet the spiritual. In
addition to interviews and observation, Ammerman bases her findings on a photo elicitation exercise
and oral diaries, offering a window into the presence and absence of religion and spirituality in
ordinary lives and in ordinary physical and social spaces. The stories come from a diverse array of




ninety-five Americans — both conservative and liberal Protestants, African American Protestants,
Catholics, Jews, Mormons, Wiccans, and people who claim no religious or spiritual proclivities —
across a range that stretches from committed religious believers to the spiritually neutral.
Ammerman surveys how these people talk about what spirituality is, how they seek and find
experiences they deem spiritual, and whether and how religious traditions and institutions are part
of their spiritual lives.

living religions: Religions of the Empire Conference on some living religions within the
Empire, London, 1924, 1925

living religions: Heaven's Kitchen Courtney Bender, 2003-05 How do people practice religion
in their everyday lives? How do our daily encounters with people who hold different religious beliefs
shape the way we understand our own moral and spiritual selves? In Heaven's Kitchen, Courtney
Bender takes a highly original approach to answering these questions. For more than a year she
worked in New York City as a volunteer for a nonprofit, nonreligious organization called God's Love
We Deliver, helping to prepare home-cooked meals for people with AIDS. Paying close attention to
what was said and not said, Bender traces how the volunteers gave voice to their moral positions
and religious values. She also examines how they invested their conversations, and mundane
activities such as cooking, with personal meaning that in turn affected how they saw their own
spiritual lives. Filled with vibrant storytelling and rich theoretical insights, Heaven's Kitchen shows
faith as a living practice, reshaping our understanding of the role of religion in contemporary
American life.

living religions: Living Religions, Books a la Carte Edition Mary Pat Fisher, 2016-01-04

living religions: Living Religion Peter Mudge, Adam Taylor, 1993 Text for the NSW studies of
religion syllabus, focusing on five major religious traditions: Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam
and Judaism. Designed to reflect Australia's multifaith, multicultural society and to foster an
awareness of the way in which religious traditions affect the lives of their followers. Includes
glossaries, suggestions for further reading, and index.

living religions: The Encyclopedia of World Faiths Peter D. Bishop, Michael Darton, 1987

living religions: A new handbook of living religions John R. Hinnells, 1997

living religions: Living Religions and Modern Thought Alban Gregory Widgery, 1936

living religions: Lived Religion in the Ancient Mediterranean World Valentino Gasparini,
Maik Patzelt, Rubina Raja, Anna-Katharina Rieger, Jorg Ripke, Emiliano Urciuoli, 2020-04-06 The
Lived Ancient Religion project has radically changed perspectives on ancient religions and their
supposedly personal or public character. This volume applies and further develops these
methodological tools, new perspectives and new questions. The religious transformations of the
Roman Imperial period appear in new light and more nuances by comparative confrontation and the
integration of many disciplines. The contributions are written by specialists from a variety of
disciplinary contexts (Jewish Studies, Theology, Classics, Early Christian Studies) dealing with the
history of religion of the Mediterranean, West-Asian, and European area from the (late) Hellenistic
period to the (early) Middle Ages and shaped by their intensive exchange. From the point of view of
their respective fields of research, the contributors engage with discourses on agency, embodiment,
appropriation and experience. They present innovative research in four fields also of theoretical
debate, which are “Experiencing the Religious”, “Switching the Code”, , A Thing Called Body“ and
“Commemorating the Moment”.

living religions: Longman Guide to Living Religions lan Charles Harris, 1994
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