
marxism unmasked from delusion to
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marxism unmasked from delusion to destruction is a compelling subject that
delves deep into the origins, ideology, perceived myths, and historical
legacy of Marxism as it unfolded throughout modern history. This article
offers a comprehensive exploration of Marxist theory, dissecting its
philosophical roots and its transformation from utopian promise to the
realities of its implementation. Readers will gain an in-depth understanding
of how Marxism’s vision of class struggle and the abolition of capitalism led
to both revolutionary change and widespread controversy. We will uncover
common misconceptions surrounding Marxism, examine its practical outcomes in
various societies, and analyze why critics argue that Marxism ultimately led
to destruction rather than liberation. By the end, this guide will provide a
nuanced perspective on the journey of Marxism from its inception to its
profound impact on global politics and society.

Origins of Marxism: Ideology and Philosophical Foundations

Key Principles of Marxist Theory

From Utopian Dream to Historical Reality

Common Myths and Delusions about Marxism

Marxism in Practice: Case Studies and Outcomes

The Path to Destruction: Critiques and Legacy

Modern Perspectives on Marxism

Origins of Marxism: Ideology and Philosophical
Foundations

Marxism traces its ideological roots to the works of Karl Marx and Friedrich
Engels, who sought to understand and explain the dynamics of capitalism and
societal change. Influenced by German philosophy, British political economy,
and French revolutionary thought, Marxism emerged in the mid-19th century as
an ambitious framework for analyzing the relationship between labor, capital,
and power. At its core, Marxism is grounded in dialectical materialism—a
philosophical approach positing that material conditions and economic factors
drive historical development. This foundation established Marxism not merely
as an economic theory but as a comprehensive worldview, promising radical



transformation and the eventual establishment of a classless society.

Key Principles of Marxist Theory

A thorough understanding of Marxism requires an exploration of its central
principles. These concepts define Marxist thought and have guided movements
around the world seeking to challenge existing social and economic
structures. The following are the pillars of Marxist theory:

Class Struggle: The belief that history is shaped by the ongoing
conflict between dominant and subordinate classes, primarily the
bourgeoisie (owners) and the proletariat (workers).

Historical Materialism: The idea that material conditions and modes of
production determine societal organization and historical progression.

Abolition of Private Property: Advocacy for the end of private ownership
of the means of production, replaced by collective ownership.

Surplus Value: The theory that capitalists exploit workers by
appropriating the value created by labor, leading to social and economic
inequality.

Dictatorship of the Proletariat: The transitional phase where the
working class seizes political power to dismantle capitalist structures
before achieving a stateless, classless society.

From Utopian Dream to Historical Reality

Marxism began as a vision for a liberated society, free from exploitation and
oppression. Marx and Engels critiqued utopian socialism for its lack of
practical strategy, instead advocating for scientific socialism grounded in
historical analysis. The theory promised an inevitable revolution where the
proletariat would overthrow the bourgeoisie, leading to universal equality
and justice. As Marxist ideas spread, they inspired revolutionary movements
in Russia, China, Cuba, and beyond. However, the transition from theory to
practice revealed significant challenges. The complexities of governance,
economic management, and human nature often conflicted with the idealistic
blueprint of Marxism, raising questions about the feasibility of its utopian
aspirations.



Common Myths and Delusions about Marxism

Despite its widespread influence, Marxism has been subject to numerous
misconceptions and myths. Understanding these delusions is essential for an
accurate evaluation of the theory and its historical impact. Critics argue
that uncritical acceptance of Marxist promises led to widespread
disillusionment when reality did not align with expectations. The following
are some of the most prevalent misconceptions:

Marxism Guarantees Equality: While Marxism advocates for equality,1.
implementation often led to new hierarchies and privileged classes
within supposed egalitarian societies.

Marxism Is Anti-Democratic: Although some Marxist regimes suppressed2.
political freedoms, Marxist theory itself promotes democratic control
over economic life.

Marxism Eliminates Poverty: Many Marxist societies struggled with3.
economic inefficiency and scarcity despite intentions to eliminate
poverty.

Marxism Is Uniquely Violent: Critics highlight the violence of some4.
Marxist revolutions, but political upheaval is not exclusive to Marxist
movements.

Marxism Is Obsolete: Despite setbacks, Marxist analysis remains relevant5.
in contemporary critiques of capitalism and social inequality.

Marxism in Practice: Case Studies and Outcomes

The legacy of Marxism is best evaluated through its real-world application.
Throughout the 20th century, several countries adopted Marxist principles,
each with distinct results. The Russian Revolution of 1917 marked the first
successful Marxist revolution, leading to the formation of the Soviet Union.
Under Lenin and later Stalin, Marxist theory was adapted to suit local
conditions, resulting in rapid industrialization, state control, and
political repression. In China, Mao Zedong’s interpretation of Marxism led to
the establishment of the People’s Republic, characterized by radical social
engineering and periods of intense upheaval such as the Cultural Revolution.
Cuba, Vietnam, and other nations also implemented Marxist models, with
varying degrees of success and human cost.

Outcomes ranged from significant progress in literacy, health care, and
industrialization to severe restrictions on personal freedoms, economic
stagnation, and widespread purges. The disparity between Marxist ideals and
their practical realization is a central theme in the analysis of its



historical legacy.

The Path to Destruction: Critiques and Legacy

The transition from Marxist theory to practice has been fraught with
criticism. Detractors argue that Marxism’s promise of emancipation often gave
way to authoritarian governance and economic inefficiency. The concentration
of power in the state, suppression of dissent, and rigid central planning led
to widespread hardship in many Marxist societies. Events such as the Great
Purge in the Soviet Union, the famines during Mao’s rule, and the repression
of opposition in Eastern Europe are cited as evidence of Marxism’s
destructive potential.

Despite these critiques, Marxism continues to influence political discourse,
social movements, and academic scholarship. Its analysis of systemic
inequality has shaped debates on labor rights, social justice, and the future
of capitalism. The legacy of Marxism is complex, marked by both significant
achievements and profound failures.

Modern Perspectives on Marxism

Contemporary analysis of Marxism reflects a diverse range of perspectives.
Some scholars and activists argue that Marxist theory remains a vital tool
for understanding and challenging global inequality, especially in the
context of neoliberalism and escalating wealth gaps. Others emphasize the
lessons learned from historical failures, advocating for reforms that balance
social justice with individual freedoms. In academia, Marxist theory
continues to inform research in sociology, economics, and political science,
offering critical insights into the dynamics of power and exploitation.

Debates about the relevance of Marxism in the 21st century highlight its
enduring appeal and the persistent questions regarding its practical
application. Whether seen as a source of delusion or a catalyst for
destruction, Marxism’s legacy is inseparable from the broader narrative of
modern history.

Q: What does "marxism unmasked from delusion to
destruction" mean?
A: It refers to a critical examination of Marxism, exploring its transition
from theoretical ideals and promises to the actual outcomes and consequences
observed in history, including both achievements and failures.



Q: What are the key principles of Marxist theory?
A: The main principles include class struggle, historical materialism,
abolition of private property, surplus value, and the dictatorship of the
proletariat.

Q: Why do critics argue that Marxism led to
destruction?
A: Critics point to the authoritarian governance, economic inefficiencies,
and human rights abuses that occurred in many Marxist societies as evidence
of destructive outcomes.

Q: What are some common misconceptions about
Marxism?
A: Common myths include the belief that Marxism guarantees equality, is
inherently anti-democratic, eliminates poverty, is uniquely violent, and is
obsolete.

Q: How did Marxism influence the Soviet Union and
China?
A: Marxism shaped the political and economic systems of both countries,
leading to state control, rapid industrialization, social engineering, and
periods of significant repression.

Q: Is Marxism still relevant today?
A: Yes, Marxist theory continues to influence academic research, social
movements, and debates about inequality and capitalism around the world.

Q: What is dialectical materialism?
A: Dialectical materialism is the philosophical foundation of Marxism,
asserting that material conditions and economic factors drive historical
change through contradictions and conflict.

Q: Did Marxism ever achieve its goal of a classless
society?
A: No Marxist society has fully realized a classless, stateless society; most
experienced new forms of hierarchy and centralized power.



Q: What lessons can be learned from the history of
Marxism?
A: Lessons include the importance of balancing social justice with individual
freedoms, the risks of centralized power, and the challenges of implementing
egalitarian ideals.

Q: How does Marxism continue to impact modern
politics?
A: Marxism informs critiques of capitalism, supports labor and social justice
movements, and remains a reference point in discussions about economic reform
and inequality.
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Marxism Unmasked: From Delusion to Destruction

Introduction:

The allure of a classless society, a world free from exploitation and inequality, has captivated minds
for centuries. Karl Marx's theories, the foundation of Marxism, promised just that. But the reality of
Marxist regimes throughout history paints a drastically different picture, one marred by oppression,
famine, and unimaginable suffering. This post delves into the core tenets of Marxism, examining its
seductive promises alongside the brutal consequences of its implementation. We will dissect the
ideological delusions that fueled its rise and explore the devastating destruction it left in its wake,
offering a critical analysis free from partisan rhetoric.

H2: The Allure of the Marxist Utopia: A Critical Examination of the Theory

Marx envisioned a society free from the inherent contradictions of capitalism. His critique of
capitalist exploitation, focusing on the alienation of labor and the concentration of wealth, resonated
with many, particularly those experiencing economic hardship. The promise of a communist utopia,
a society of abundance and equality, served as a powerful motivator. However, this vision rested on
several crucial assumptions that proved fundamentally flawed.

H3: The Labor Theory of Value: A Flawed Foundation
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Marx's theory hinges on the labor theory of value, which posits that the value of a commodity is
determined solely by the labor required to produce it. This ignores the significant role of supply and
demand, market forces, and other factors in determining prices. The inherent weaknesses of this
foundational concept undermined the entire theoretical structure of Marxist economics.

H3: The Inevitability of Revolution: A False Prophecy

Marx predicted an inevitable proletarian revolution, driven by the inherent contradictions of
capitalism. This prediction failed to account for the adaptability of capitalist systems, the rise of a
middle class, and the complexities of human behavior. Revolutionary movements inspired by
Marxism did occur, but often deviated significantly from Marx's original vision, resulting in
totalitarian regimes rather than worker's paradises.

H2: The Bloody Legacy of Marxist Regimes: From Stalin to Mao

The 20th century witnessed the horrific consequences of Marxist ideology in practice. The Soviet
Union under Stalin, Maoist China, and various other communist regimes demonstrate the
catastrophic failure of Marxist principles to create a just and equitable society. These regimes were
characterized by:

H3: Totalitarian Control and Suppression of Dissent: Individual liberties were sacrificed at the altar
of the state. Opposition was brutally suppressed, resulting in mass imprisonment, executions, and
the creation of vast gulags and re-education camps.

H3: Economic Mismanagement and Famine: Centrally planned economies, a cornerstone of Marxist
ideology, consistently failed to deliver on their promises of abundance. Instead, they resulted in
widespread shortages, famine, and economic stagnation. The Holodomor in Ukraine and the Great
Leap Forward in China stand as stark examples of this devastating failure.

H3: The Cult of Personality and Authoritarianism: Marxist revolutions often led to the establishment
of authoritarian regimes dominated by powerful leaders who wielded absolute control. The cult of
personality surrounding figures like Stalin and Mao further entrenched these oppressive systems.

H2: The Enduring Appeal and Modern Manifestations of Marxist Ideas

Despite its demonstrable failures, Marxist ideology continues to exert influence. While outright
communist regimes are less prevalent, certain aspects of Marxist thought, such as critiques of
inequality and corporate power, find resonance in modern social movements and political discourse.
However, it's crucial to differentiate between legitimate concerns about social justice and the
dangerous tenets of Marxist ideology. The seductive promise of a classless society should not blind
us to the brutal history and inherent flaws of Marxism.

Conclusion:

Marxism, while initially appealing in its promise of a utopian society, has ultimately proved to be a
catastrophic failure. Its flawed theoretical foundation, coupled with its historical record of
oppression, famine, and totalitarian rule, should serve as a cautionary tale. While critiques of
inequality and injustice remain valid, embracing Marxism as a path towards a better future is a
dangerous delusion that can only lead to destruction. A critical examination of history is vital to



avoid repeating the mistakes of the past and building a truly just and equitable society through
alternative, democratic means.

FAQs:

1. What are the key differences between Marxist theory and its practical implementation? Marx's
theory emphasizes worker empowerment and a gradual transition to communism. In practice,
Marxist regimes often devolved into totalitarian states controlled by a powerful elite.

2. How did Marxist regimes justify their authoritarian practices? They often used the pretext of
defending the revolution and eliminating counter-revolutionary elements to justify their suppression
of dissent and human rights violations.

3. Are there any positive aspects of Marxist thought that can be separated from its negative
consequences? Some of Marx's critiques of capitalism, particularly concerning inequality and
alienation, remain relevant and have informed various social justice movements.

4. What are some alternative approaches to addressing social and economic inequality? Democratic
socialism, social democracy, and various forms of welfare states offer alternative approaches that
aim to mitigate inequality while preserving individual liberties.

5. Why is it important to study the history of Marxism? Understanding the history of Marxism is
crucial to preventing the repetition of past atrocities and to critically evaluate contemporary political
ideologies that share similar characteristics.
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in the final section of the book summarize Mises's contributions to economic thought and emphasize
his firm belief in the power of ideas. Ludwig von Mises (1881-1973) was the leading spokesman of
the Austrian School of economics throughout most of the twentieth century. Bettina Bien Greaves is
a former resident scholar and trustee of the Foundation for Economic Education and was a senior
staff member at FEE from 1951 to 1999.
  marxism unmasked from delusion to destruction: Introduction to Modernity Henri
Lefebvre, 2012-01-16 Originally published in 1962, when Lefebvre was beginning his career as a
lecturer in sociology at the University of Strasbourg, it established his position in the vanguard of a
movement which was to culminate in the events of May 1968. A classic analysis of the modern world
using Marxist dialectic, it is a book which supersedes the conventional divisions between academic
disciplines. With dazzling skill, Lefebvre moves from philosophy to sociology, from literature to
history, to present a profound analysis of the social, political and cultural forces at work in France
and the world in the aftermath of Stalin’s death—an analysis in which the contours of our own
“postmodernity” appear with startling clarity.
  marxism unmasked from delusion to destruction: Omnipotent Government Ludwig Von



Mises, 2011-03-23 Liberty is not, as the German precursors of Nazism asserted, a negative ideal.
Whether a concept is presented in an affirmative or in a negative form is merely a question of idiom.
Freedom from want is tantamount to the expression striving after a state of affairs under which
people are better supplied with necessities. Freedom of speech is tantamount to a state of affairs
under which everybody can say what he wants to say. At the bottom of all totalitarian doctrines lies
the belief that the rulers are wiser and loftier than their subjects and that they therefore know better
what benefits those ruled than they themselves. Werner Sombart, for many years a fanatical
champion of Marxism and later a no less fanatical advocate of Nazism, was bold enough to assert
frankly that the Führer gets his orders from God, the supreme Führer of the universe, and that
Führertum is a permanent revelation.* Whoever admits this, must, of course, stop questioning the
expediency of government omnipotence. Those disagreeing with this theocratical justification of
dictatorship claim for themselves the right to discuss freely the problems involved. They do not write
state with a capital S. They do not shrink from analyzing the metaphysical notions of Hegelianism
and Marxism. They reduce all this high-sounding oratory to the simple question: are the means
suggested suitable to attain the ends sought? In answering this question, they hope to render a
service to the great majority of their fellow men.
  marxism unmasked from delusion to destruction: Human Action Ludwig Von Mises,
2021-10-08 2021 Hardcover Reprint of the 1949 Edition. Exact facsimile of the original edition, not
reproduced with Optical Recognition Software. Human Action: A Treatise on Economics is the first
comprehensive treatise on economics written by a leading member of the modern Austrian school of
economics. Von Mises' contribution was very simple, yet at the same time extremely profound: he
pointed out that the whole economy is the result of what individuals do. Individuals act, choose,
cooperate, compete, and trade with one another. In this way Mises explained how complex market
phenomena develop. Mises did not simply describe economic phenomena - prices, wages, interest
rates, money, monopoly and even the trade cycle - he explained them as the outcomes of countless
conscious, purposeful actions, choices, and preferences of individuals, each of whom was trying as
best as he or she could under the circumstances to attain various wants and ends and to avoid
undesired consequences. Hence the title Mises chose for his economic treatise, Human Action.
  marxism unmasked from delusion to destruction: Tactics and Ethics Georg Lukacs,
2014-01-14 Tactics and Ethics collects Georg Lukács’s articles from the most politically active time
of his life, a period encompassing his stint as deputy commissar of education in the Hungarian Soviet
Republic. Including his famed essay on parliamentarianism—which earned Lukács the respectful yet
severe criticism of Lenin—this book is a treasure chest of valuable insights from one of history’s
great political philosophers.
  marxism unmasked from delusion to destruction: Communism and Nationalism Roman
Szporluk, 1991 This study examines the relationship between the two dominant ideologies which
emerged in the 19th century: Karl Marx's communism and Friedrich List's theory of nationalism. List
was the first economist to be studied seriously by Marx. Three years before publication of the
Communist Manifesto Karl Marx began work on a critique of a movement that was gaining
popularity as a challenge to capitalism - nationalism, as put forth by the German economist Friedrich
List. Long regarded as a major cultural and political force in 19th-century Europe, nationalism was
in fact to become directly involved in the conflict between capitalism and socialism, offering an
appealing alternative to capitalism's New World Order - the doctrine of Free Trade - and socialism's
call for a worldwide unification of the workers against the bourgeoisie. In this original new work
Professor Szporluk offers a major reinterpretation of Marxism's historical development - one that
recognises nationalism as the third contender on the battlefield where Marxism met capitalism. A
bold new interpretation of Marx's intellectual biography, showing how the history of Marx and
Marxism is to a great extent the story of their confrontation with nationalism before 1848.
  marxism unmasked from delusion to destruction: Totality, Charisma, Authority Mihai
Murariu, 2016-10-24 This interdisciplinary endeavour portrays the central features of militant
movements which hold totality as an important part of their doctrinal core. Revisiting the



importance of modernity, utopianism, eschatology, charisma, psychology and the history of ideas,
Mihai Murariu pursues a reconstruction of the historical requirements for the emergence of such
movements. Making a central use of the concept of totalism, the work establishes a conceptual
bridge from antiquity to the contemporary period, whilst also arguing for the suitability of the term
in comparison to totalitarianism or political religion. The author also proposes a distinct taxonomy
for structural elements, variants, and development phases which may be encountered in totalist
movements.
  marxism unmasked from delusion to destruction: Moral Blindness Zygmunt Bauman,
Leonidas Donskis, 2013-04-24 Evil is not confined to war or to circumstances in which people are
acting under extreme duress. Today it more frequently reveals itself in the everyday insensitivity to
the suffering of others, in the inability or refusal to understand them and in the casual turning away
of one’s ethical gaze. Evil and moral blindness lurk in what we take as normality and in the triviality
and banality of everyday life, and not just in the abnormal and exceptional cases. The distinctive kind
of moral blindness that characterizes our societies is brilliantly analysed by Zygmunt Bauman and
Leonidas Donskis through the concept of adiaphora: the placing of certain acts or categories of
human beings outside of the universe of moral obligations and evaluations. Adiaphora implies an
attitude of indifference to what is happening in the world – a moral numbness. In a life where
rhythms are dictated by ratings wars and box-office returns, where people are preoccupied with the
latest gadgets and forms of gossip, in our ‘hurried life’ where attention rarely has time to settle on
any issue of importance, we are at serious risk of losing our sensitivity to the plight of the other.
Only celebrities or media stars can expect to be noticed in a society stuffed with sensational,
valueless information. This probing inquiry into the fate of our moral sensibilities will be of great
interest to anyone concerned with the most profound changes that are silently shaping the lives of
everyone in our contemporary liquid-modern world.
  marxism unmasked from delusion to destruction: Legitimation Crisis Juergen Habermas,
1975-08-25 Critical Theory originated in the perception by a group of German Marxists after the
First World War that the Marxist analysis of capitalism had become deficient both empirically and
with regard to its consequences for emancipation, and much of their work has attempted to deepen
and extend it in new circumstances. Yet much of this revision has been in the form of piecemeal
modification. In his latest work, Habermas has returned to the study of capitalism, incorporating the
distinctive modifications of the Frankfurt School into the foundations of the critique of capitalism.
Drawing on both systems theory and phenomenological sociology as well as Marxism, the author
distinguishes four levels of capitalist crisis - economic, rationality, legitimation, and motivational
crises. In his analysis, all the Frankfurt focus on cultural, personality, and authority structures finds
its place, but in a systematic framework. At the same time, in his sketch of communicative ethics as
the highest stage in the internal logic of the evolution of ethical systems, the author hints at the
source of a new political practice that incorporates the imperatives of evolutionary rationality.
  marxism unmasked from delusion to destruction: The Revolutionary Philosophy of Marxism
Karl Marx , Friedrich Engels , Alan Woods , V.I. Lenin , Leon Trotsky, 2018-11-22 A Selection of
Writings on Dialectical Materialism by Marx, Engels, Lenin, Trotsky, Plekhanov, and Luxemburg,
and Alan Woods. Edited by John Peterson with an Introduction by Alan Woods. On the bicentennial
of his birth, Karl Marx’s ideas are more relevant than ever. While he is perhaps best known for his
writings on economics and history, anyone who wishes to have a fully rounded understanding of his
method must strive to master dialectical materialism, which itself resulted from an assiduous study
and critique of Hegel. Dialectical materialism is the logic of motion, development, and change. By
embracing contradiction instead of trying to write it out of reality, dialectics allows Marxists to
approach processes as they really are, not as we would like them to be. In this way we can
understand and explain the essential class interests at stake in our fight against capitalist
exploitation and oppression. At every decisive turning point in history, scientific socialists must go
back to basics. Marxist theory represents the synthesized experience, historical memory, and guide
to action of the working class. The Revolutionary Philosophy of Marxism aims to arm the new



generation of revolutionary socialists with these essential ideas.
  marxism unmasked from delusion to destruction: The Illusion of the Epoch H. B. Acton,
2010 Discusses the metaphysics, ethics and intellectual tradition inaugurated by Marx and Engels
and continued by Lenin and Stalin. This book also discusses Dialectical materialism and the social
theories and ethics known as Scientific Socialism.
  marxism unmasked from delusion to destruction: Nation, State, and Economy Ludwig
Von Mises, 2006 Essential to Mises's concept of a classical liberal economy is the absence of
interference by the state. In World War I, Germany and its allies were overpowered by the Allied
Powers in population, economic production, and military might, and its defeat was inevitable. Mises
believed that Germany should not seek revenge for the peace of Versailles; rather it should adopt
liberal ideas and a free-market economy by expanding the international division of labor, which
would help all parties. For us and for humanity, Mises wrote, there is only one salvation: return to
rationalistic liberalism. Ludwig von Mises (1881-1973) was the leading spokesman of the Austrian
School of economics throughout most of the twentieth century. Bettina Bien Greaves is a former
resident scholar and trustee of the Foundation for Economic Education and was a senior staff
member at FEE from 1951 to 1999. Please note: This title is available as an ebook for purchase on
Amazon, Barnes and Noble, and iTunes.
  marxism unmasked from delusion to destruction: Necessary Illusions Noam Chomsky, 1989
Argues that the media serves the needs of those in power rather than performing a watchdog role,
and looks at specific cases and issues
  marxism unmasked from delusion to destruction: Literature of the Low Countries
Reinder P. Meijer, 1971
  marxism unmasked from delusion to destruction: A Little Corner of Freedom Douglas R.
Weiner, 1999-02-26 While researching Russia's historical efforts to protect nature, Douglas Weiner
unearthed unexpected findings: a trail of documents that raised fundamental questions about the
Soviet political system. These surprising documents attested to the unlikely survival of a
critical-minded, scientist-led movement through the Stalin years and beyond. It appeared that,
within scientific societies, alternative visions of land use, resrouce exploitation, habitat protection,
and development were sustained and even publicly advocated. In sharp contrast to known Soviet
practices, these scientific societies prided themselves on their traditions of free elections, foreign
contacts, and a pre-revolutionary heritage. Weiner portrays nature protection activists not as
do-or-die resisters to the system, nor as inoffensive do-gooders. Rather, they took advantage of an
unpoliced realm of speech and activity and of the patronage by middle-level Soviet officials to
struggle for a softer path to development. In the process, they defended independent social and
professional identities in the face of a system that sought to impose official models of behavior,
ethics, and identity for all. Written in a lively style, this absorbing story tells for the first time how
organized participation in nature protection provided an arena for affirming and perpetuating
self-generated social identities in the USSR and preserving a counterculture whose legacy survives
today.
  marxism unmasked from delusion to destruction: Monsters of the Market David McNally,
2011-07-12 Monsters of the Market investigates modern capitalism through the prism of the body
panics it arouses. Examining Frankenstein, Marx s Capital and zombie fables from sub-Saharan
Africa, it offers a novel account of the cultural and corporeal economy of global capitalism.
  marxism unmasked from delusion to destruction: Money John Kenneth Galbraith,
2017-08-29 Money is nothing more than what is commonly exchanged for goods or services, so why
has understanding it become so complicated? In Money, renowned economist John Kenneth
Galbraith cuts through the confusions surrounding the subject to present a compelling and
accessible account of a topic that affects us all. He tells the fascinating story of money, the key
factors that shaped its development, and the lessons that can be learned from its history. He
describes the creation and evolution of monetary systems and explains how finance, credit, and
banks work in the global economy. Galbraith also shows that, when it comes to money, nothing is



truly new—least of all inflation and fraud.
  marxism unmasked from delusion to destruction: Violence and Its Causes Jean Marie
Domenach, Unesco, 1981
  marxism unmasked from delusion to destruction: The Morals of the Market Jessica
Whyte, 2019-11-05 The fatal embrace of human rights and neoliberalism Why did the rise of human
rights in the 1970s coincide with the institutionalisation of neoliberalism? And why has the
neoliberal age also been the age of human rights? Drawing on detailed archival research on the
parallel histories of human rights and neoliberalism, Jessica Whyte uncovers the place of human
rights in neoliberal attempts to develop a moral framework for a market society.In the wake of
World War Two, neoliberals saw demands for new rights to social welfare and self-determination as
threats to ‘civilisation’. Yet, rather than rejecting rights, they developed a distinctive account of
human rights as tools to depoliticise civil society, protect private investments and shape liberal
subjects. Honing in on neoliberal political thought, Whyte shows that the neoliberals developed a
stark dichotomy between politics, conceived as conflictual, coercive and violent, and civil society,
which they depicted as a realm of mutually-beneficial, voluntary, market relations between
individual subjects of rights. In mobilising human rights to provide a moral language for a market
society, neoliberals contributed far more than is often realised to today’s politics of human rights.
  marxism unmasked from delusion to destruction: Late Marxism Fredric Jameson, 1990-01
In the name of an assault on totalization and identity, a number of contemporary theorists have been
busily washing Marxism's dialectical and utopian projects down the plug-hole of postmodernism and
post-politics. A case in point is recent interpretation of one of the greatest twentieth-century
philosophers, Theodor Adorno. In this powerful book, Fredric Jameson proposes a radically different
reading of Adorno's work, especially of his major works on philosophy and aesthetics: Negative
Dialectics and Aesthetic Theory. Jameson argues persuasively that Adorno's contribution to the
development of Marxism remains unique and indispensable. He shows how Adorno's work on
aesthetics performs deconstructive operations yet is in sharp distinction to the now canonical
deconstructive genre of writing. He explores the complexity of Adorno's very timely affirmation of
philosophy -- of its possibility after the end of grand theory. Above all, he illuminates the subtlety
and richness of Adorno's continuing emphasis on late capitalism as a totality within the very forms of
our culture. In its lucidity, Late Marxism echoes the writing of its subject, to whose critical, utopian
intelligence Jameson remains faithful. -- Jacket.
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