master harold and the boys

master harold and the boys is a powerful play by Athol Fugard that explores
themes of apartheid, racism, and human dignity in South Africa. This
comprehensive article delves into the play’s historical context, character
analysis, central themes, and its lasting impact both in literature and on
stage. Readers will gain insight into the play’s setting, how it reflects
real-life issues, and why it continues to be relevant today. Whether you are
a student, educator, or theater enthusiast, this guide provides a detailed
exploration of “master harold and the boys,” covering plot summaries,
thematic analysis, and the significance of its characters. The article also
includes important interpretations, critical reception, and common motifs
found throughout the work. By the end, you’ll have a thorough understanding
of this classic South African drama and its place in literary history.
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Overview and Historical Context of master
harold and the boys

“master harold and the boys” is a play written by South African playwright
Athol Fugard in 1982. Set during the apartheid era, the drama unfolds in a
tea room in Port Elizabeth, South Africa, and centers on the relationship
between a white teenager, Hally, and two black men, Sam and Willie. The play
draws heavily from Fugard’s own experiences and provides a vivid depiction of
racial tensions in South Africa during the late 1950s. Athol Fugard’s work is
widely recognized for its honest portrayal of the complexities of race
relations and personal conflict under apartheid. The play not only highlights
the injustices of segregation but also examines universal themes of
friendship, betrayal, and humanity.

“master harold and the boys” was first staged in 1982, during a period of



intense political turmoil in South Africa. Fugard wrote the play as a
response to the institutionalized racism prevalent at the time, using his own
childhood experiences as inspiration. The title itself reflects the societal
hierarchy imposed by apartheid, with the term “master” symbolizing authority
and dominance. The tea room setting serves as a microcosm of South African
society, where the personal and political intersect. The play remains a
significant cultural artifact, studied for its historical accuracy and
emotional depth.

Plot Summary and Structure

The plot of “master harold and the boys” unfolds over the course of a single
afternoon in a small tea room. Hally, a 17-year-old white boy, is the son of
the tea room’s owner, while Sam and Willie are black employees who have
worked at the establishment for years. The story begins with the men
discussing ballroom dancing and preparing for an upcoming competition. Their
playful banter sets a light-hearted tone, but the atmosphere shifts
dramatically as the realities of apartheid and Hally’s troubled family life
come into play.

As the afternoon progresses, Hally receives distressing news about his
alcoholic father, which triggers a series of emotional exchanges. The
relationship between Hally and his two friends is tested as Hally, influenced
by his father’s racist attitudes, asserts his authority and unleashes a
torrent of disrespect toward Sam and Willie. The play reaches a climax when
Hally demands to be called “Master Harold,” signifying his acceptance of the
oppressive social order. The structure of the play is tightly woven, with
poignant dialogue and minimalistic stage directions that heighten the
emotional impact.

Key Moments in the Play

e Opening scenes: Sam and Willie’'s discussion about ballroom dancing and
their friendship with Hally.

e Arrival of distressing news: Hally learns about his father’'s impending
return, leading to tension.

e Conflict escalation: Hally's outburst and insistence on being called
“Master Harold.”

e Emotional resolution: Sam’s attempt to remind Hally of their shared past
and offer reconciliation.



Character Analysis

The characters in “master harold and the boys” are complex and
multidimensional, each representing different facets of South African society
under apartheid. Understanding their motivations and relationships is key to
appreciating the play's depth.

Hally (Harold)

Hally is a 17-year-old white youth struggling with feelings of anger and
insecurity, largely stemming from his family dynamics. He often seeks comfort
and guidance from Sam and Willie, yet ultimately succumbs to societal
pressures and the racist attitudes instilled by his father. Hally'’s internal
conflict and moral choices drive the narrative, making him a tragic figure
shaped by his environment.

Sam

Sam is an older black man who works at the tea room and serves as a mentor
and father figure to Hally. He is wise, compassionate, and dignified, often
using humor and patience to bridge the racial divide. Sam’s character
embodies resilience and hope, challenging Hally'’'s prejudices and offering a
vision of a more humane world.

Willie

Willie is Sam’s friend and colleague, whose passion for ballroom dancing
provides comic relief and emotional depth to the play. While less outspoken
than Sam, Willie’s loyalty and kindness are evident. He also grapples with
his own struggles, including issues in his romantic relationship and the
realities of racial discrimination.

Major Themes and Motifs

“master harold and the boys” is renowned for its exploration of several
significant themes and motifs that enrich the narrative and resonate with
audiences globally.



Racism and Apartheid

At the heart of the play is the issue of racism, depicted through the
interactions between Hally and the two black men. Apartheid’s influence is
evident in the social hierarchy and the language used, reflecting the deep-
rooted prejudice of the era. The play exposes the corrosive effects of
institutionalized racism on personal relationships and self-worth.

Friendship and Betrayal

The bond between Hally, Sam, and Willie is central to the story. Their
friendship, initially warm and supportive, is shattered by Hally’s actions
and the societal constraints imposed upon them. The theme of betrayal
highlights the fragility of human connections in the face of systemic
injustice.

Human Dignity

Fugard emphasizes the importance of dignity and respect, regardless of race
or social status. Sam’s insistence on maintaining his self-respect, even when
insulted, serves as a powerful statement against oppression. The play
advocates for empathy and understanding as foundations for a better society.

Symbolism of Ballroom Dancing

Ballroom dancing is a recurring motif in the play, symbolizing harmony,
grace, and the potential for a world without conflict. Sam and Willie’s
passion for dancing represents their longing for beauty and order in a
chaotic world. The metaphor is used to contrast the ugliness of apartheid
with the possibility of unity and peace.

Symbolism and Literary Devices

Fugard employs a range of literary devices and symbolic elements to deepen
the impact of “master harold and the boys.” These techniques enhance the
emotional resonance and thematic complexity of the play.

Symbolic Objects and Actions



e Ballroom dancing: Represents hope, order, and a vision of a better
world.

e The kite: Symbolizes childhood innocence and the possibility of
transcending racial boundaries.

e The tea room: Serves as a microcosm of South African society,
highlighting social divisions.

Use of Dialogue

The play'’s dialogue is naturalistic and direct, capturing the nuances of
everyday speech. Fugard uses conversations to reveal character motivations
and expose underlying tensions. The exchanges between Hally, Sam, and Willie
are loaded with subtext, revealing the unspoken pain and longing beneath
their interactions.

Stage Directions and Minimalism

Fugard’s minimalist staging focuses attention on the actors’ performances and
the emotional weight of the story. The sparse setting underscores the
intensity of the characters’ relationships and the universality of the play’s
themes.

Cultural and Social Impact

Since its premiere, “master harold and the boys” has had a profound impact on
audiences and critics worldwide. The play has been staged internationally,
resonating with diverse cultures due to its universal themes and emotional
honesty. It played a significant role in raising awareness about apartheid
and the need for social change in South Africa.

Educational institutions frequently include the play in curricula to promote
discussions about racism, morality, and reconciliation. Its accessibility and
relatability make it a valuable tool for fostering empathy and critical
thinking among students. The play’s relevance endures, as issues of
inequality and prejudice persist globally.

Critical Reception and Legacy



“master harold and the boys” received widespread acclaim upon its release,
praised for its powerful storytelling and poignant social commentary. Critics
have lauded Fugard’s ability to humanize complex issues and create memorable,
emotionally charged characters. The play has won numerous awards and is
considered a classic of modern theater.

Its legacy extends beyond the stage, inspiring adaptations in film and
literature. The play’s influence can be seen in works that address social
justice and the human condition. “master harold and the boys” remains a
testament to the transformative power of art in challenging injustice and
promoting understanding.

Key Contributions to Literature and Theater

Raised global awareness of apartheid and racial injustice.

Inspired new generations of playwrights and activists.

Served as a catalyst for social change in South Africa and beyond.

Endured as a staple in educational and theatrical settings.

Questions and Answers about master harold and
the boys

Q: What is the main theme of “master harold and the
boys”?

A: The primary theme of the play is the destructive impact of racism and
apartheid on personal relationships and society, with additional focus on
human dignity, friendship, and betrayal.

Q: Who wrote “master harold and the boys”?

A: The play was written by Athol Fugard, a renowned South African playwright
known for his works addressing apartheid and social justice.

Q: When and where is the play set?

A: “master harold and the boys” is set in a tea room in Port Elizabeth, South
Africa, during the late 1950s, at the height of apartheid.



Q: What does ballroom dancing symbolize in the play?

A: Ballroom dancing symbolizes harmony, hope, and the possibility of a world
without conflict or prejudice, serving as a metaphor for social unity.

Q: Why does Hally insist on being called ‘“Master
Harold”?

A: Hally'’s insistence reflects his internalization of apartheid’s racist
hierarchy and his struggle with personal anger and societal pressures.

Q: How does Sam respond to Hally’s behavior?

A: Sam responds with patience and dignity, attempting to remind Hally of
their shared history and the importance of mutual respect.

Q: What role does the kite play in “master harold
and the boys”?

A: The kite symbolizes childhood innocence and the potential for overcoming
racial barriers, representing a happier time in Hally and Sam’s relationship.

Q: How has the play impacted audiences
internationally?

A: The play has resonated with audiences worldwide due to its universal
themes, fostering empathy and discussions about racism and reconciliation.

Q: Are there any adaptations of “master harold and
the boys”?

A: Yes, the play has been adapted into film and has influenced various works
addressing social justice and human rights.

Q: Why is “master harold and the boys” studied in
schools?

A: It is studied for its historical significance, exploration of social
issues, and ability to promote critical thinking and empathy among students.
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Master Harold...and the Boys: A Deep Dive into Athol
Fugard's Masterpiece

Are you captivated by powerful storytelling that confronts the complexities of apartheid-era South
Africa? Then you've come to the right place. This in-depth exploration of Athol Fugard's seminal
play, Master Harold...and the Boys, delves into its themes, characters, and lasting impact. We'll
uncover the subtle nuances of the play, exploring its enduring relevance even today, and providing
you with a comprehensive understanding of this theatrical masterpiece. Prepare to be challenged,
moved, and ultimately, deeply enriched by the exploration of this profound work.

Understanding the Context: Apartheid South Africa and
Fugard's Vision

Master Harold...and the Boys isn't merely a play; it's a visceral reflection of the brutal realities of
apartheid South Africa. Written in 1982, the play offers a stark portrayal of the racial inequalities
and the devastating psychological impact on both the oppressors and the oppressed. Fugard, himself
a white South African, utilizes the intimate setting of a tea room to expose the deeply ingrained
prejudices and the insidious nature of systemic racism. Understanding this historical context is
crucial to appreciating the play's profound message.

The Characters: A Microcosm of a Divided Nation

The play's power lies in its three central characters:

Hally (Harold): A teenage boy grappling with his identity and the confusing world around him. Hally
represents a generation caught between the old ways and the burgeoning resistance to apartheid.
His vulnerability, anger, and ultimately, his capacity for both cruelty and remorse, make him a
complex and deeply human character.

Sam: An older black man, a father figure to Hally, and a source of stability and wisdom. Sam
embodies resilience, patience, and a quiet dignity in the face of immense oppression. His
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unwavering loyalty to Hally, despite the boy's capricious behavior, highlights the enduring human
capacity for compassion.

Willie: Sam's younger colleague, providing comedic relief yet also representing the working class
and the daily struggle for survival under apartheid. Willie's presence adds another layer to the
complex dynamics of the power imbalance.

Exploring Key Themes: Race, Power, and Identity

Several powerful themes intertwine within the narrative:

Race and Apartheid: The play relentlessly exposes the brutal reality of apartheid, showing its effects
not only on the oppressed black community but also on the white characters. The casual racism and
the ingrained power structures are starkly depicted, leaving a lasting impact on the audience.

Power Dynamics: The relationship between Hally and Sam reflects the broader power imbalance
within South African society. Hally’s temporary authority, stemming from his race, is challenged by
the inherent dignity and strength of Sam.

Father-Son Relationship: The complex relationship between Hally and Sam transcends racial
boundaries, exploring themes of mentorship, dependence, and ultimate betrayal. This dynamic
intensifies the emotional weight of the play's climax.

Identity and Belonging: Hally's search for identity and his struggles with his father's absence are
mirrored by Sam's quiet strength and dignity in the face of systematic oppression. Both characters
grapple with their place in a society deeply scarred by racial division.

The Play's Enduring Legacy and Relevance Today

Even decades after its writing, Master Harold...and the Boys remains strikingly relevant. The themes
of racism, inequality, and the lasting impact of prejudice continue to resonate in societies worldwide.
The play's enduring power lies in its ability to spark crucial conversations about social justice,
challenging audiences to confront their own biases and prejudices. It serves as a potent reminder of
the devastating consequences of systemic oppression and the importance of empathy and
understanding.

Beyond the Stage: Adaptations and Critical Reception

Master Harold...and the Boys has been widely adapted for stage and screen, showcasing its



enduring appeal and its ability to transcend cultural boundaries. The play continues to receive
critical acclaim for its powerful storytelling and its timeless exploration of human relationships in
the face of adversity. Its continued performance globally ensures that Fugard's message remains
heard and understood.

Conclusion

Master Harold...and the Boys is more than just a play; it's a profound exploration of human nature,
the devastating consequences of systemic oppression, and the enduring power of hope and
resilience. Fugard's masterpiece forces us to confront uncomfortable truths about ourselves and the
world around us, leaving a lasting impression long after the curtain falls. Its impact lies not only in
its historical context but also in its ability to spark critical reflection on the enduring challenges of
prejudice and inequality in our contemporary world.

FAQs

1. What is the setting of Master Harold...and the Boys? The play is set in a tea room in Port
Elizabeth, South Africa, during the apartheid era.

2. What is the significance of the title? The title reflects the changing dynamics of the relationship
between Hally and Sam, highlighting the shifting power balance and the ultimate betrayal of trust.
"Master Harold" represents Hally's assertion of dominance.

3. What is the play's central conflict? The central conflict revolves around the complex relationship
between Hally and Sam, fueled by racial prejudice, societal expectations, and personal
vulnerabilities.

4. How does the play utilize symbolism? The tea room itself acts as a microcosm of South African
society, and the dancing scene symbolizes the hope and joy often overshadowed by the harsh
realities of apartheid.

5. Why is Master Harold...and the Boys still relevant today? The play's themes of racism, inequality,
and the complexities of human relationships remain profoundly relevant in our contemporary world,
highlighting the ongoing struggle for social justice and understanding.

master harold and the boys: "Master Harold"...and the Boys Athol Fugard, 1982 A white
South African teenager's relationships with his parents and, more particularly, with two of their
Black servants--Willie and Sam--have a painful, tragic outcome

master harold and the boys: Master Harold and the Boys (Vintage International) Athol
Fugard, 2009-07-01

master harold and the boys: Master Harold and the Boys Theatre Passe Muraille Archives
(University of Guelph), Grand Theatre Collection (University of Guelph), Scott McKowen Collection,



Athol Fugard, 1987

master harold and the boys: Satchmo at the Waldorf Terry Teachout, 2015-01-01 THE STORY:
SATCHMO AT THE WALDOREF is a one-man, three-character play in which the same actor portrays
Louis Armstrong, the greatest of all jazz trumpeters; Joe Glaser, his white manager; and Miles Davis,
who admired Armstrong's playing but disliked his onstage manner. It takes place in 1971 in a
dressing room backstage at the Empire Room of New York's Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, where
Armstrong performed in public for the last time four months before his death. Reminiscing into a
tape recorder about his life and work, Armstrong seeks to come to terms with his longstanding
relationship with Glaser, whom he once loved like a father but now believes to have betrayed him. In
alternating scenes, Glaser defends his controversial decision to promote Armstrong's career (with
the help of the Chicago mob) by encouraging him to simplify his musical style, while Davis attacks
Armstrong for pandering to white audiences.

master harold and the boys: The Blood Knot Athol Fugard, 1984 Blood Knot is a parable of
two brothers who share a one-room shack near Port Elizabeth, South Africa: Zachariah is
dark-skinned and Morris, light-skinned. They share the same mother but find their differences lead
them to a common bond as brothers and men. Saving to buy a farm where they may retire Morris is
the slave, cooking and cleaning while Zach earns money for them both. When Morrie joins a lonely
hearts club on his brother's behalf, they find themselves awaiting the visit of a White woman who
will never arrive.

master harold and the boys: The Road to Mecca Athol Fugard, 1989

master harold and the boys: Master Harold and the Boys, 2018

master harold and the boys: Sorrows and Rejoicings Athol Fugard, 2002 Two women meet
in a small Karoo village after the funeral of David, the man they both loved. One is white and was his
wife. The other is black and the mother of his child. David, who was driven into exile because of his
political activism against apartheid, reappears in the searing memories of the women. During a hot
afternoon of truth and reconciliation, treaties of love are painfully hammered out. The young
confront the old, and what is hope for these individuals is hope for the new South Africa.

master harold and the boys: My Children! My Africa! (TCG Edition) Athol Fugard,
1993-01-01 The search for a means to an end to apartheid erupts into conflict between a black
township youth and his old-fashioned black teacher.

master harold and the boys: A Lesson from Aloes Athol Fugard, 1993-01-01 Two former
political activists confront each other and the events which led to their sudden falling-out years ago.

master harold and the boys: Valley Song Athol Fugard, 1997

master harold and the boys: MASTER HAROLD AND THE BOYS Athol Fugard, 2009-10-13 A
compelling drama of South African apartheid and a universal coming-of-age story, from the greatest
active playwright in the English-speaking world (Time). Originally produced in 1982, Master Harold
and the Boys is now an acknowledged classic of the stage, whose themes of injustice, racism,
friendship, and reconciliation traverse borders and time.

master harold and the boys: The Township Plays Athol Fugard, 1993-08-05 'elegant reissue’
-Plays International, Summer 2000'They are the wonderfully moving and amusing 'Sizwe Bansi is
Dead',... 'The Coat' (previously unavailable), the urgently profound 'The Island'... Anyone interested
in freedom or drama should buy this book." Day by Day

master harold and the boys: The Captain's Tiger Athol Fugard, 1999 Genre: Drama
Characters: 2 males, 1 female Scenery: Bare Stage On board the SS Graigaur a young sailor begins
to pen his first novel. Assisted by his muse, a portrait of his mother comes to life, and supported by
his friend, an illiterate ship's mechanic, he struggles to balance romance and reality. This most
personal of Athol Fugard's works is strictly autobiographical; at twenty he abandoned his university
education, hitch hiked up Africa and ended up on a tramp steamer in Port Sudan. This play refl ects
his attempts to come to terms with the conflicting emotions evoked by memories of his courageous
mother and flawed father. Charming... Admire The Captain's Tiger and the lovely way in which it is
told. - The New York Daily News




master harold and the boys: Hello and Goodbye Athol Fugard, 1971

master harold and the boys: Notebooks Athol Fugard, 2013-10-15 Fugard registers and
captures the keen images that are the very stuff of vibrant theatre.--Time

master harold and the boys: People are Living There Athol Fugard, 1970

master harold and the boys: Tsotsi Athol Fugard, 2006 In the Johannesburg township of
Soweto, a young black gangster in South Africa, who leads a group of violent criminals, slowly
discovers the meaning of compassion, dignity, and his own humanity.

master harold and the boys: Boesman and Lena Athol Fugard, 1971 Two Black scavengers
emerge from the underbrush loaded with their total possessions: the makings of a shack and a
battery of pots and pans, but nothing to cook in them.

master harold and the boys: Miss Margarida's Way Roberto Athayde, 1977 Estelle Parsons
created a sensation in New York as the title character, a teacher who runs her classroom with an
iron fist, velvet glove not included! Banned, then censored in Brazil (the playwright's homeland),
Miss Margarida's Way is a searing drama that looks deeply into the heart of power. Audiences and
critics in over fifty countries have cheered this allegory about totalitarianism that uses a classroom
as its central metaphor. Miss Margarida teaches, teases, and taunts her eighth-grade cla

master harold and the boys: Playland Athol Fugard, 1994

master harold and the boys: The Train Driver and Other Plays Athol Fugard, 2012-10-09
For me [The Train Driver] is the biggest of them all. Everything I have written before has been a
journey to this.—Athol Fugard A dramatic, moving theater experience written for South Africa. . . . It
will save us from hopelessness. See it.—Sunday Independent The Train Driver is classic Athol
Fugard, and one of his most important plays. The playwright, known throughout the world as a
chronicler of his native South Africa's apartheid past, directed its premiere at the newly opened
Fugard Theater in one of Cape Town's most politically contentious areas. This seminal work was
inspired by the true story of a mother who, with her three children, committed suicide on the train
tracks in Cape Town. The two-person drama unfolds between the train's engineer and the grave
digger who buries the ones without names. This edition also includes Coming Home, Fugard's first
work addressing AIDS in South Africa, and Have You Seen Us? his first play set in America, about a
South African transplanted to San Diego, where the playwright currently resides. Athol Fugard's
works includes Blood Knot, Master Harold. . .and the Boys, Boesman and Lena, Sizwe Banzi is Dead
and My Children! My Africa! He has been widely produced in South Africa, London, on Broadway,
and across the United States.

master harold and the boys: Lord of the Flies William Golding, 2012-09-20 A plane crashes on
a desert island and the only survivors, a group of schoolboys, assemble on the beach and wait to be
rescued. By day they inhabit a land of bright fantastic birds and dark blue seas, but at night their
dreams are haunted by the image of a terrifying beast. As the boys' delicate sense of order fades, so
their childish dreams are transformed into something more primitive, and their behaviour starts to
take on a murderous, savage significance. First published in 1954, Lord of the Flies is one of the
most celebrated and widely read of modern classics. Now fully revised and updated, this educational
edition includes chapter summaries, comprehension questions, discussion points, classroom
activities, a biographical profile of Golding, historical context relevant to the novel and an essay on
Lord of the Flies by William Golding entitled 'Fable'. Aimed at Key Stage 3 and 4 students, it also
includes a section on literary theory for advanced or A-level students. The educational edition
encourages original and independent thinking while guiding the student through the text - ideal for
use in the classroom and at home.

master harold and the boys: Karoo Boy Troy Blacklaws, 2013-03-26 DIVDIVTroy Blacklaws’s
acclaimed debut novel is the remarkable story of a boy coming of age in the wake of tragedy/divDIV
When his twin brother dies in a freak accident, Douglas’s life begins to unravel. His mother leaves
his father, taking Douglas with her to live in the Karoo region, a harsh desert landscape that is a far
cry from Cape Town and the seaside life Douglas has always known. In this small village that is wary
of outsiders, he makes two friends who change his life forever: a beautiful girl named Marika and an



old man named Moses. Immersed in rich language and vivid detail, and set against the backdrop of
1970s South Africa, Karoo Boy is the story of a young man finding his way in the midst of chaos and
loss./divDIV /div/div

master harold and the boys: Jonathan Livingston Seagull Richard Bach, 2014-10-21
Includes the rediscovered part four--Cover.

master harold and the boys: The Book of Aron Jim Shepard, 2015-05-12 By National Book
Award finalist Jim Shepard, a deeply affecting novel that will join the shortlist of classics about the
Holocaust and the children whose lives were caught up in it. For readers of Anne Frank's The Diary
of a Young Girl, Kenneally's Schindler's List; Szpilman's The Pianist; Anne Michaels' Fugitive Pieces;
Markus Zusack's The Book Thief; the works of Pimo Levi and Elie Weisel and Michael Chabon. When
we meet Aron, he is a beguiling and perceptive and not always happy young boy coming into
awareness of himself and his family's struggles. When soon they are driven from the countryside into
Warsaw, their lives are changed forever. Aron and a group of boys and girls risk their lives scuttling
around the ghetto, smuggling and trading things through the quarantine walls to keep their people
alive, while they are hunted by blackmailers and Jewish and Polish and German police, as gradually
things catastrophically worsen, people begin to disappear, and survival is threatened on all sides.
Eventually, Aron comes to know Janusz Korczak, a Jewish-Polish doctor famous for his advocacy of
children's rights, whose orphanage was relocated to the ghetto once the Nazis swept in. In the end,
he and the children he takes care of, Aron among them, are brought to the station to be put on a
train to Treblinka. The Book of Aron is a breathtaking novel of extraordinary craft, humanity, and
masterful storytelling. Fearless, and devoid of sentimentality, it looks squarely into the face of
unspeakable suffering, evil and lawlessness, revealing the persistence and strength of the human
spirit despite all odds and the redemptive power of love. It is nothing less than a masterpiece.

master harold and the boys: A Study Guide for Athol Fugard's "Master Harold" ? and
the Boys ("Master?)" Gale, Cengage Learning, A Study Guide for Athol Fugard's Master Harold ?
and the Boys (Master?), excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Drama For Students. This concise study
guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical
context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Drama For
Students for all of your research needs.

master harold and the boys: Patient A, and Other Plays Lee Blessing, 1995 This volume of Lee
Blessing's most recent and some of his best work, includes: Patient A - a rethinking of the Kimberly
Bergalis AIDS case; Two Rooms - the strain on families of hostages in the Middle East; Down the
Road - a tale of a serial killer concerned with image; Fortinbras - a hilarious reexamination of
Hamlet in a contemporary political context; and Lake Street Extension - an exploration of the dark
theme of child molestation. All of these plays resonate with Blessing's characteristic depth of human
feeling and his insistence that the personal is the political.

master harold and the boys: Ghost Boy lain Lawrence, 2002-03-12 Harold Kline is an
albino—an outcast. Folks stare and taunt, calling him Ghost Boy. It’s been that way for all of his 14
years. So when the circus comes to town, Harold runs off to join it. Full of colorful performers, the
circus seems like the answer to Harold’s loneliness. He’s eager to meet the Cannibal King, a
sideshow attraction who's an albino, too. He’s touched that Princess Minikin and the Fossil Man, two
other sideshow curiosities, embrace him like a son. He’s in love with Flip, the pretty and beguiling
horse trainer, and awed by the all-knowing Gypsy Magda. Most of all, Harold is proud of training the
elephants, and of earning respect and a sense of normalcy. Even at the circus, though, two groups
exist—the freaks, and everyone else. Harold straddles both groups. But fitting in comes at a price,
and Harold must recognize the truth beneath what seems apparent before he can find a place to call
home.

master harold and the boys: A Little Life Hanya Yanagihara, 2016-01-26 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER e A stunning “portrait of the enduring grace of friendship” (NPR) about the families
we are born into, and those that we make for ourselves. A masterful depiction of love in the
twenty-first century. NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST « MAN BOOKER PRIZE FINALIST e



WINNER OF THE KIRKUS PRIZE A Little Life follows four college classmates—broke, adrift, and
buoyed only by their friendship and ambition—as they move to New York in search of fame and
fortune. While their relationships, which are tinged by addiction, success, and pride, deepen over
the decades, the men are held together by their devotion to the brilliant, enigmatic Jude, a man
scarred by an unspeakable childhood trauma. A hymn to brotherly bonds and a masterful depiction
of love in the twenty-first century, Hanya Yanagihara’s stunning novel is about the families we are
born into, and those that we make for ourselves. Look for Hanya Yanagihara’s latest bestselling
novel, To Paradise.

master harold and the boys: The African Company Presents Richard III Carlyle Brown,
1994 THE STORY: Earning their bread with satires of white high society, the African Company came
to be known for debunking the sacred status of the English classics (which many politically and
racially motivated critics said were beyond the scope of bla

master harold and the boys: Bodies of the Text Ellen W. Goellner, Jacqueline Shea Murphy,
1995 Dance and literary studies have traditionally been at odds: dancers and dance critics have
understood academic analysis to be overly invested in the mind at the expense of body signification;
literary critics and theorists have seen dance studies as anti-theoretical, even anti-intellectual.
Bodies of the Text is the first book-length study of the interconnections between the two arts and the
body of writing about them. The essays, by scholar-critics of dance and literature, explore dances
actual and fictional to offer powerful new insights into issues of gender, race, ethnicity, popular
culture, feminist aesthetics, historical embodiment, identity politics, and narrativity. The general
introduction traces the genealogy of dance studies in the academy to suggest why critical and
theoretical attention to dance--and dance's challenges to writing--is both compelling and overdue. A
milestone in interdisciplinary studies, Bodies of the Text opens both its fields to new inquiry, new
theoretical precision, and to new readers and writers.

master harold and the boys: Understanding Leadership Robert M McManus, Gamaliel
Perruci, 2015-04-10 Lao Tzu, Marx, the Buddha, Ibsen, Machiavelli — these are just a few of the
world’s great thinkers who have weighed in on the subject of leadership over the centuries. Yet, the
contemporary student of leadership often overlooks many of these names in favour of more recent
theorists hailing from the social sciences. Understanding Leadership: An Arts and Humanities
Perspective takes a different angle, employing the works of the great philosophers, authors and
artists found in world civilization and presenting an arts and humanities perspective on the study of
leadership. The authors build their conceptual framework using The Five Components of Leadership
Model, which recognizes the leader, the followers, the goal, the environmental context, and the
cultural values and norms that make up the leadership process. Supporting the text are a wealth of
case studies which reflect on works such as Ayn Rand’s novella Anthem, Eugene Delacroix’s painting
Liberty Leading the People, Charlie Chaplin’s film Modern Times, Athol Fugard’s play Master Harold
... and the Boys, Lao Tzu’s poetic work Tao Te Ching, and Antonin Dvorak’s New World Symphony.
The authors also introduce studies from various world cultures to particularly illustrate the role
cultural values and norms play in leadership. This illuminating framework promotes the
multidimensional thinking that is necessary for understanding and problem solving in a complex
world. Understanding Leadership: An Arts and Humanities Perspective will be a valuable textbook
for both undergraduate and postgraduate leadership students, while leadership professionals will
also appreciate the book’s unique liberal arts and cultural approach.

master harold and the boys: Statements Athol Fugard, John Kani, Winston Ntshona,
1993-01-01 Developed in workshops with award-winning actors, these are the works in Fugard's
canon that most directly confront the dehumanizing brutality of apartheid. Includes: Sizwe Bansi is
Dead, The Island, and Statements After an Arrest Under the Immorality Act.

master harold and the boys: Kunene and the King John Kani, 2021-04-09 'What lies beneath
the apparent simplicity of Kunene and the King is a lot of moral, political and existential depth. This
is testimony to the brilliance of John Kani.' - EUSEBIUS McKAISER South Africa, 2019. Twenty-five
years since the first post-apartheid democratic elections. Jack Morris is a celebrated classical actor



who has just been given a career-defining role and a life-changing diagnosis. Lunga Kunene is a
retired senior male nurse from Soweto now working for private patients. Besides their age, they
appear not to have much in common. But a shared passion for Shakespeare soon ignites a 'rich, raw
and shattering head-to-head' (The Times) as the duet from contrasting walks of life unpack the
racial, political and social complexities of modern South Africa. Kunene and the King is a vital play
that combines the magnificence of classic Shakespearean comedy, tragedy and history to reflect on
a new yet deeply wounded society.

master harold and the boys: A Place with the Pigs Athol Fugard, 1988-01

master harold and the boys: King Lear Jeffrey Kahan, 2008-04-18 Is King Lear an
autonomous text, or a rewrite of the earlier and anonymous play King Leir? Should we refer to
Shakespeare’s original quarto when discussing the play, the revised folio text, or the popular
composite version, stitched together by Alexander Pope in 1725? What of its stage variations? When
turning from page to stage, the critical view on King Lear is skewed by the fact that for almost half
of the four hundred years the play has been performed, audiences preferred Naham Tate's optimistic
adaptation, in which Lear and Cordelia live happily ever after. When discussing King Lear, the
question of what comprises ‘the play’ is both complex and fragmentary. These issues of identity and
authenticity across time and across mediums are outlined, debated, and considered critically by the
contributors to this volume. Using a variety of approaches, from postcolonialism and New
Historicism to psychoanalysis and gender studies, the leading international contributors to King
Lear: New Critical Essays offer major new interpretations on the conception and writing, editing,
and cultural productions of King Lear. This book is an up-to-date and comprehensive anthology of
textual scholarship, performance research, and critical writing on one of Shakespeare's most
important and perplexing tragedies. Contributors Include: R.A. Foakes, Richard Knowles, Tom
Clayton, Cynthia Clegg, Edward L. Rocklin, Christy Desmet, Paul Cantor, Robert V. Young, Stanley
Stewart and Jean R. Brink

master harold and the boys: Exits and Entrances Athol Fugard, 2007-09-01 “A rare
playwright who could be a primary candidate for either the Nobel Prize in Literature or the Nobel
Peace Prize.”—The New Yorker This new play about life and art by renowned playwright Athol
Fugard is based on his early friendship with actor Andrew Huegonit, considered the finest classical
actor of their native South Africa. It is the story of one great artist’s exit from the stage and
another’s beginning theater career. Athol Fugard’s work includes Blood Knot, “Master Harold”...and
the boys, and My Children! My Africa! He has been widely produced in South Africa and London, on
Broadway and across the United States.

master harold and the boys: Sizwe Bansi is Dead and The Island Athol Fugard, John Kani,
Winston Ntshona, 1976

master harold and the boys: A Free Man of Color John Guare, 2011-10-04 John Guare’s new
play is astonishing, raucous and panoramic. A Free Man of Color is set in boisterous New Orleans
prior to the historic Louisiana Purchase. Before law and order took hold, and class, racial and
political lines were drawn, New Orleans was a carnival of beautiful women, flowing wine and
pleasure for the taking. At the center of this Dionysian world is the mulatto Jacques Cornet, who
commands men, seduces women and preens like a peacock. But, it is 1801 and the map of New
Orleans is about to be redrawn. The Louisiana Purchase brings American rule and racial segregation
to the chaotic, colorful world of Jacques Cornet and all that he represents, turning the tables on
freedom and liberty.
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