love medicine short story

love medicine short story explores the intricate relationships, emotions, and cultural
significance behind the concept of love medicine, often inspired by Louise Erdrich’s
acclaimed literary work. This article offers a comprehensive analysis of what constitutes a
love medicine short story, delving into its themes, characters, narrative techniques, and
cultural context. Readers will discover how these stories blend tradition and modernity,
intertwine various forms of love, and use storytelling to reveal deeper truths about family,
heritage, and healing. Whether you are a literary enthusiast seeking deeper understanding
or a student aiming to analyze the elements of a love medicine short story, this guide
provides valuable insights, keyword-rich content, and engaging sections to enhance your
knowledge. The following topics will be covered: definition and background, thematic
analysis, character exploration, narrative structure, cultural significance, and tips for writing
your own love medicine short story. Read on to uncover the layered beauty and complexity
behind this unique literary genre.

Definition and Origins of the Love Medicine Short Story

Key Themes in Love Medicine Short Stories

Important Characters and Relationships

Narrative Techniques and Structure

Cultural and Historical Context

Elements of a Successful Love Medicine Short Story

e Tips for Writing Your Own Love Medicine Short Story

Definition and Origins of the Love Medicine Short
Story

The term "love medicine short story" refers to brief works of fiction that center around the
concept of love medicine—remedies, rituals, and emotional healing rooted in cultural or
spiritual traditions. The phrase gained literary prominence through Louise Erdrich’s
celebrated book "Love Medicine," a collection of interconnected stories about Native
American families in North Dakota. These stories often explore the interplay of love, loss,
identity, and heritage, making the love medicine short story a distinctive genre within
contemporary literature. By blending folklore, magical realism, and everyday experiences,
love medicine short stories provide readers with a multifaceted look at human relationships
and the ways in which love can heal or complicate lives. This genre typically incorporates
themes of familial bonds, romantic entanglements, and the influence of tradition on
personal growth.



Key Themes in Love Medicine Short Stories

Healing and Emotional Restoration

One of the central themes in any love medicine short story is the process of healing.
Characters often seek emotional or physical restoration through rituals, remedies, or acts of
kindness that are rooted in their cultural heritage. These stories highlight how love, whether
romantic or familial, serves as a powerful medicine for wounds both seen and unseen.

Family and Generational Bonds

Family relationships are at the heart of most love medicine short stories. The narrative
often focuses on multigenerational connections, examining how traditions, secrets, and
unresolved conflicts shape the lives of individuals. Such stories reveal the enduring power
of ancestral wisdom and the importance of understanding one's roots.

Identity and Cultural Heritage

Identity formation and cultural heritage play a significant role in love medicine short stories.
Characters grapple with their place within their family, community, and larger society, often
finding guidance through rituals and ancestral teachings. This theme enriches the narrative
by highlighting the intersection between personal growth and cultural identity.

Forgiveness and Redemption

Forgiveness and redemption are recurring motifs. The journey toward
reconciliation—whether between lovers, siblings, or parents and children—is depicted as
both painful and cathartic. Through the metaphor of medicine, these stories illustrate how
love can mend broken relationships and foster new beginnings.

e Healing through tradition and ritual
e Complex family dynamics
e Cultural identity and belonging

e Forgiveness and moving on



e Power of storytelling

Important Characters and Relationships

Protagonists and Their Motivations

Protagonists in love medicine short stories are often complex individuals facing internal and
external struggles. Their motivations typically stem from the desire for love, acceptance, or
healing. These characters may be young adults searching for identity, elders imparting
wisdom, or individuals torn between tradition and change.

Family Members and Interactions

Family members play pivotal roles in shaping the direction and emotional tone of the story.
Relationships between parents and children, siblings, and extended relatives are explored
in depth. These interactions often drive the plot and reveal the characters’ vulnerabilities
and strengths.

Community Figures and Elders

Community figures, such as elders, medicine women, or spiritual leaders, often guide the
protagonist toward healing and self-discovery. Their wisdom and actions underscore the
importance of communal support and traditional knowledge in resolving personal and
familial conflicts.

Narrative Techniques and Structure

Interconnected Storytelling

Love medicine short stories frequently employ interconnected storytelling, where multiple
characters’ lives and perspectives weave together to form a cohesive narrative. This
technique allows for the exploration of overlapping themes and the impact of shared
experiences.



Magical Realism and Folklore Elements

Magical realism and folklore are often integrated into the narrative, blurring the line
between reality and myth. Rituals, spiritual visions, and supernatural occurrences serve as
metaphors for emotional truths, adding depth and complexity to the storytelling.

Nonlinear Timelines

Nonlinear timelines are a hallmark of the love medicine short story genre. Flashbacks,
memories, and shifts in perspective create a layered narrative that mirrors the complexity
of real-life relationships and generational legacies.

1. Use of multiple narrators

N

. Blending present and past events
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. Incorporation of cultural symbolism

o

. Juxtaposition of ordinary and extraordinary

Cultural and Historical Context

The cultural and historical context of the love medicine short story is essential for
understanding its deeper meanings. These stories are often set within Indigenous
communities, drawing on traditional beliefs, rituals, and historical experiences. The legacy
of colonization, displacement, and cultural preservation shapes the characters’ identities
and influences their interactions. By situating love medicine stories in real historical
contexts, authors can address themes of resilience, adaptation, and the ongoing struggle to
maintain cultural integrity in the face of change.

Elements of a Successful Love Medicine Short
Story

Authentic Voice and Perspective

A successful love medicine short story is distinguished by its authentic voice and
perspective. The narrative should reflect the unique cultural heritage of the characters,
avoiding stereotypes and embracing genuine emotional depth. Attention to language,



tradition, and worldview creates an immersive reading experience.

Rich Character Development

Complex, well-developed characters are crucial for engaging readers. Their motivations,
conflicts, and growth must be clearly depicted, allowing readers to empathize with their
journeys and struggles. Realistic dialogue and interactions further enhance character
authenticity.

Layered Themes and Symbols

Effective use of layered themes and symbolic elements enriches the story. Symbols such as
medicine bags, family heirlooms, or sacred rituals can provide additional meaning and unify
the narrative. These elements should be integrated naturally, contributing to the story’s
emotional impact.

Tips for Writing Your Own Love Medicine Short
Story

Research Cultural Traditions

Understanding the cultural traditions relevant to your story is essential. Research rituals,
beliefs, and historical contexts to accurately portray the setting and characters. This
preparation ensures authenticity and respect for the cultures represented.

Develop Strong, Multi-Dimensional Characters

Focus on creating characters with depth and distinct personalities. Consider their
backgrounds, motivations, and relationships to others. Multi-dimensional characters make
the narrative compelling and relatable.

Incorporate Symbolism and Magical Realism

Use symbolism and magical realism to deepen the emotional resonance of your story.
Integrate elements of folklore or supernatural occurrences that reflect the characters’ inner
struggles and cultural heritage.



Balance Tradition and Modernity

Explore the tension between tradition and modernity by positioning characters at
crossroads between old and new ways of life. This dynamic adds complexity and relevance
to contemporary readers.

Revise and Seek Feedback

Revision is key to creating a polished love medicine short story. Seek feedback from peers
or mentors, especially those familiar with the cultural context, to refine your narrative and
ensure it resonates authentically.

Immerse yourself in relevant literature

Pay attention to authentic dialogue

Use sensory details to enrich the setting

Focus on emotional truth

Revise for clarity and depth

Questions and Answers About Love Medicine
Short Story

Q: What makes a love medicine short story unique?

A: A love medicine short story stands out for its blend of cultural heritage, emotional
healing, and interconnected storytelling. It often features traditions, rituals, and complex
family relationships that highlight the power of love as a transformative force.

Q: Who popularized the love medicine short story
genre?

A: Louise Erdrich is credited with popularizing the genre through her book "Love Medicine,"
which consists of interconnected short stories about Native American families in North
Dakota.



Q: What are common themes in love medicine short
stories?

A: Common themes include healing, family bonds, cultural identity, forgiveness, and the
tension between tradition and modernity.

Q: Why is cultural context important in love medicine
short stories?

A: Cultural context provides authenticity and depth to the narrative, ensuring that the
portrayal of rituals, beliefs, and relationships accurately reflects the heritage and
experiences of the characters.

Q: How do authors use magical realism in love medicine
short stories?

A: Authors often employ magical realism by blending folklore, spiritual visions, and
supernatural elements with everyday reality to symbolize emotional truths and enhance the
narrative’s complexity.

Q: Can anyone write a love medicine short story?

A: While anyone can attempt to write a love medicine short story, it requires careful
research and respect for cultural traditions to ensure authenticity and avoid
misrepresentation.

Q: What narrative structures are common in love
medicine short stories?

A: Nonlinear timelines, multiple narrators, and interconnected plots are frequently used to
reflect the complexity of relationships and generational legacies.

Q: What role do elders play in love medicine short
stories?

A: Elders often serve as guides, imparting wisdom and helping protagonists navigate
personal and familial conflicts through traditional knowledge and spiritual insight.

Q: How can symbolism enhance a love medicine short
story?

A: Symbolism adds layers of meaning, connecting characters’ emotions and experiences to
broader cultural themes, such as healing, identity, and continuity.



Q: What tips can help writers create compelling love
medicine short stories?

A: Writers should research cultural traditions, develop multi-dimensional characters,
incorporate symbolism and magical realism, balance tradition and modernity, and revise
thoroughly for authenticity and clarity.
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Love Medicine: A Short Story That Will Stir Your Soul

Are you ready for a tale that will tug at your heartstrings and leave you pondering the potent magic
of love? This isn't your typical romance; it's a story about a unique kind of love medicine, a
concoction brewed not in a laboratory, but in the crucible of shared experience and unwavering
devotion. This "Love Medicine Short Story" explores themes of healing, connection, and the
transformative power of genuine affection, all within a concise and captivating narrative. Prepare to
be enchanted.

H2: The Whispers of Elara's Illness

Elara, a woman known for her vibrant laughter and infectious spirit, fell inexplicably ill. Her
laughter faded, replaced by a persistent cough that rattled her thin frame. Doctors offered little
hope, their diagnoses as sterile and cold as the hospital walls. Her once bright eyes dimmed with
each passing day, mirroring the dwindling flame of her life force. Her family, heartbroken and
desperate, turned to the ancient traditions of their village, seeking solace and perhaps, a miracle.

H3: The Ancient Remedy

Their hope rested on a legendary healer, Nana Yaa, a woman whispered to possess knowledge
passed down through generations. Nana Yaa, with eyes that held the wisdom of ages, listened
patiently to Elara’s story, her gnarled fingers gently tracing the lines on Elara's pale face. Nana Yaa
didn't prescribe pills or potions; her remedy was far more profound.

H4: Ingredients of Love
Nana Yaa spoke of a unique medicine, one not found in apothecaries but in the heart. The

ingredients were simple yet potent: unwavering love, selfless devotion, and the unwavering belief in
healing. She instructed Elara's family to surround her with constant love, to share stories of joy and
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laughter, to sing her favorite songs, and to never let her feel alone. The medicine was not just for
Elara; it was a balm for their wounded hearts as well.

H2: The Unexpected Healing

The family embraced Nana Yaa’s unconventional prescription. They transformed Elara's room into a
haven of warmth and affection. Every day was filled with stories, songs, and laughter, a constant
chorus of love echoing through the walls. Elara's grandson, a young boy named Kofi, spent hours
holding her hand, whispering tales of his day, his innocent affection a potent antidote to despair.

H3: The Power of Connection

Slowly, miraculously, Elara began to improve. The cough subsided, her eyes regained their sparkle,
and the color returned to her cheeks. It wasn't just the physical healing that was remarkable; it was
the profound emotional transformation. The love medicine had not only mended Elara’s body but had
also strengthened the bonds within the family. They discovered a depth of connection they never
knew existed. The shared experience forged an unbreakable link between them.

H2: More Than Just a Cure

Elara's recovery wasn't solely attributable to a magical potion; it was the manifestation of the
profound power of love. The unwavering devotion of her family, the collective belief in healing, and
the constant expression of affection acted as a potent elixir, revitalizing not only Elara’s physical
health but also nurturing their emotional well-being. This “love medicine” transcended the physical
realm, touching the very core of their being.

H2: The Legacy of Love

Elara lived for many more years, a testament to the enduring power of love and connection. Her
story became a legend in the village, a reminder that sometimes, the most potent medicine is found
not in laboratories or pharmacies but in the heart, in the unwavering devotion of loved ones, and in
the shared experience of love itself. This love medicine is a legacy, passed down through
generations, a powerful reminder of the transformative power of human connection.

Conclusion:

This short story illustrates the profound healing power of love and the importance of human
connection. It reminds us that sometimes, the most effective remedy is not found in pills or
procedures, but in the unwavering support and affection of those who care. The "love medicine" is a
metaphor for the transformative impact of genuine connection, demonstrating how love can mend
not only physical ailments but also emotional wounds, strengthening bonds, and enriching lives. It’s
a story worth remembering and sharing.

FAQs:



1. Is this story based on a true event? While inspired by real-life experiences and the power of love,
this is a fictional short story. The intention is to explore the themes of healing and connection
through a captivating narrative.

2. What is the significance of Nana Yaa's role? Nana Yaa represents the wisdom of tradition and the
understanding that sometimes, the most effective healing comes from unexpected sources,
emphasizing the power of emotional support.

3. What kind of love is depicted in the story? The story showcases familial love, but it extends to a
broader sense of connection and shared experience, illustrating the powerful bonds between family
members.

4. Can love truly heal physical illness? While love itself cannot cure all illnesses, it plays a significant
role in the healing process by providing emotional support, reducing stress, and boosting the
immune system. This story emphasizes the complementary role of love in conjunction with medical
care.

5. What is the main message of the story? The main message is the potent power of love, unwavering
devotion, and human connection in promoting healing and strengthening relationships. It highlights
that sometimes, the most powerful medicine is found within the bonds of love and shared
experiences.

love medicine short story: Love Medicine Louise Erdrich, 2010-08-15 The first of Louise
Erdrich’s polysymphonic novels set in North Dakota - a fictional landscape that, in Erdrich’s hands,
has become iconic - Love Medicine is the story of three generations of Ojibwe families. Set against
the tumultuous politics of the reservation,the lives of the Kashpaws and the Lamartines are a
testament to the endurance of a people and the sorrows of history.

love medicine short story: Louise Erdrich's Love Medicine Hertha Dawn Wong, 2000 This
is a casebook on Louise Erdrich's first novel, Love Medicine, which came out in 1984 to instant
national acclaim, winning a National Book Circle Critics Award and launching a tetralogy which it
would take Erdrich ten years to complete.

love medicine short story: Love Medicine Louise Erdrich, 1993 The first book in Erdrich's
Native American tetralogy that includes The Beet Queen, Tracks, and The Bingo Palace is an
authentic and emotionally powerful glimpse into the Native American experience--now resequenced
and expanded to include never-before-published chapters.

love medicine short story: Love Medicine Louise Erdrich, 2005-08-01 The first book in
Erdrich's Native American tetralogy that includes The Beet Queen, Tracks, and The Bingo Palace is
an authentic and emotionally powerful glimpse into the Native American experience--now
resequenced and expanded to include never-before-published chapters.

love medicine short story: Tracks Louise Erdrich, 2006 Set in North Dakota, at a time in the
early 20th century when Indian tribes were struggling to keep what little remained of their lands,
‘Tracks' is a tale of passion and deep unrest.

love medicine short story: Love and Modern Medicine Perri Klass, 2001 In a literary tapestry
of the beauties and terrors of family life, Klass--a five-time O. Henry Award winner--explores the lives
of parents, doctors, patients, friends, and lovers who encounter one another in sickness and in
health, for better or for worse.

love medicine short story: We Are All Perfectly Fine Dr. Jillian Horton, 2021-02-23 When we
need help, we count on doctors to put us back together. But what happens when doctors fall apart?
Funny, fresh, and deeply affecting, We Are All Perfectly Fine is the story of a married mother of
three on the brink of personal and professional collapse who attends rehab with a twist: a meditation




retreat for burned-out doctors. Jillian Horton, a general internist, has no idea what to expect during
her five-day retreat at Chapin Mill, a Zen centre in upstate New York. She just knows she
desperately needs a break. At first she is deeply uncomfortable with the spartan accommodations,
silent meals and scheduled bonding sessions. But as the group struggles through awkward first
encounters and guided meditations, something remarkable happens: world-class surgeons,
psychiatrists, pediatricians and general practitioners open up and share stories about their secret
guilt and grief, as well as their deep-seated fear of falling short of the expectations that define them.
Jillian realizes that her struggle with burnout is not so much personal as it is the result of a larger
system failure, and that compartmentalizing your most difficult emotions—a coping strategy that is
drilled into doctors—is not useful unless you face these emotions too. Jillian Horton throws open a
window onto the flawed system that shapes medical professionals, revealing the rarely
acknowledged stresses that lead doctors to depression and suicide, and emphasizing the crucial role
of compassion not only in treating others, but also in taking care of ourselves.

love medicine short story: Tales of Burning Love Louise Erdrich, 1997-03-14 In her boldest
and most darkly humorous novel yet, award-winning, critically acclaimed and bestselling novelist
Louise Erdrich tells the intimate and powerful stories of five Great Plains women whose lives are
connected through one man. Stranded in a North Dakota blizzard, Jack Mauser's former wives
huddle for warmth and pass the endless night by remembering the stories of how each came to love,
marry and ultimately move beyond Jack. At times painful, at times heartbreaking and often times
comic, their tales become the adhesive that holds them together in their love for Jack and in their
lives as women. Erdrich, with her characteristic powers of observation and luminescent prose,
brings these women's unforgettable stories to life with astonishing candor and warmth. Filled with
keen perceptions about the apparatus for survival, the force of passion and the necessity of hope,
Tales of Burning Love is a tour de force from one of the most formidable American writers at work
today.

love medicine short story: Medicine River Thomas King, 2018-08-14 When Will returns to
Medicine River, he thinks he is simply attending his mother’s funeral. He doesn’t count on Harlen
Bigbear and his unique brand of community planning. Harlen tries to sell Will on the idea of
returning to Medicine River to open shop as the town’s only Native photographer. Somehow, that’s
exactly what happens. Through Will’s gentle and humorous narrative, we come to know Medicine
River, a small Albertan town bordering a Blackfoot reserve. And we meet its people: the basketball
team; Louise Heavyman and her daughter, South Wing; Martha Oldcrow, the marriage doctor; Joe
Bigbear, Harlen’s world-travelling, storytelling brother; Bertha Morley, who has a short fling with a
Calgary dating service; and David Plume, who went to Wounded Knee. At the centre of it all is
Harlen, advising and pestering, annoying and entertaining, gossiping and benevolently interfering in
the lives of his friends and neighbours.

love medicine short story: Medicine and Miracles in the High Desert Erica M. Elliott,
2021-11-09 « Details the author’s time living with the Navajo people as a teacher, sheepherder, and
doctor and her profound experiences with the people, animals, and spirits * Shows how she learned
the Navajo language to bridge the cultural divide * Reveals the miracles she witnessed, including
her own miracle when the elders prayed for healing of a tumor on her neck ¢ Shares her fearsome
encounters with a mountain lion and a shape-shifting “skin walker” and how she fulfilled a prophecy
by returning as a doctor In 1971, Erica Elliott arrived on the Navajo Reservation as a newly minted
schoolteacher, knowing nothing about her students or their culture. After a discouraging first week,
she almost leaves in despair, unable to communicate with the children or understand cultural cues.
But once she starts learning the language, the people begin to trust her, welcoming her into their
homes and their hearts. As she is drawn into the mystical world of Navajo life, she has a series of
profound experiences with the people, animals, and spirits of Canyon de Chelly that change her life
forever. In this compelling memoir, the author details her time living with the Navajo, the Diné
people, and her experiences with their enchanting land, healing ceremonies, and rich traditions. She
shares how her love for her students transformed her life as well as the lives of the children. She



reveals the miracles she witnessed during this time, including her own miracle when the elders
prayed for healing of a tumor on her neck. She survives fearsome encounters with a mountain lion
and a shape-shifting “skin walker.” She learns how to herd sheep, make fry bread, and weave
traditional rugs, experiencing for herself the life of a traditional Navajo woman. Fulfilling a Navajo
grandmother’s prophecy, the author returns years later to serve the Navajo people as a medical
doctor in an underfunded clinic, delivering numerous babies and treating sick people day and night.
She also reveals how, when a medicine man offers to thank her with a ceremony, more miracles
unfold. Sharing her life-changing deep dive into Navajo culture, Erica Elliott’s inspiring story reveals
the transformation possible from immersion in a spiritually rich culture as well as the power of
reaching out to others with joy, respect, and an open heart.

love medicine short story: Night of the Mannequins Stephen Graham Jones, 2020-09-01
From the New York Times bestselling author of The Only Good Indians, Stephen Graham Jones,
comes a slasher story where a teen prank goes very wrong and all hell breaks loose in a small town.
Winner of both the 2020 Bram Stoker and Shirley Jackson Awards! We thought we'd play a fun
prank on her, and now most of us are dead. One last laugh for the summer as it winds down. One
last prank just to scare a friend. Bringing a mannequin into a theater is just some harmless fun,
right? Until it wakes up. Until it starts killing. Luckily, Sawyer has a plan. He’ll be a hero. He'll save
everyone to the best of his ability. He'll do whatever he needs to so he can save the day. That's the
thing about heroes—sometimes you have to become a monster first. A fairy tale of impermanence
showcasing Graham Jones'’s signature style of smart, irreverent horror. —The New York Times At the
Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM)
applied.

love medicine short story: Four Souls Louise Erdrich, 2009-10-13 From New York Times
bestselling author Louise Erdrich comes a haunting novel that continues the rich and enthralling
Ojibwe saga begun in her novel Tracks. After taking her mother’s name, Four Souls, for strength,
the strange and compelling Fleur Pillager walks from her Ojibwe reservation to the cities of
Minneapolis and Saint Paul. She is seeking restitution from and revenge on the lumber baron who
has stripped her tribe’s land. But revenge is never simple, and her intentions are complicated by her
dangerous compassion for the man who wronged her.

love medicine short story: Diary of an Oxygen Thief Anonymous, 2016-05-23 Hurt people
hurt people. Say there was a novel in which Holden Caulfield was an alcoholic and Lolita was a
photographer’s assistant and, somehow, they met in Bright Lights, Big City. He’s blinded by love.
She by ambition. Diary of an Oxygen Thief is an honest, hilarious, and heartrending novel, but above
all, a very realistic account of what we do to each other and what we allow to have done to us.

love medicine short story: The Bingo Palace Louise Erdrich, 1995-02-15 Back on his
reservation, Lipsha Morrissey, the illegitimate son of June Kashpaw and Gerry Nanapush, falls in
love with Shawnee Ray and is torn between success and meaning, love and money, and the future
and the past.

love medicine short story: The Painted Drum Louise Erdrich, 2009-10-13 “Haunted and
haunting. . . . With fearlessness and humility, in a narrative that flows more artfully than ever
between destruction and rebirth, Erdrich has opened herself to possibilities beyond what we merely
see—to the dead alive and busy, to the breath of trees and the souls of wolves—and inspires readers
to open their hearts to these mysteries as well.”— Washington Post Book World From the author of
the National Book Award Winner The Round House, Louise Erdrich's breathtaking, lyrical novel of a
priceless Ojibwe artifact and the effect it has had on those who have come into contact with it over
the years. While appraising the estate of a New Hampshire family descended from a North Dakota
Indian agent, Faye Travers is startled to discover a rare moose skin and cedar drum fashioned long
ago by an Ojibwe artisan. And so begins an illuminating journey both backward and forward in time,
following the strange passage of a powerful yet delicate instrument, and revealing the extraordinary
lives it has touched and defined. Compelling and unforgettable, Louise Erdrich's Painted Drum
explores the often-fraught relationship between mothers and daughters, the strength of family, and



the intricate rhythms of grief with all the grace, wit, and startling beauty that characterizes this
acclaimed author's finest work.

love medicine short story: A Visit from the Goon Squad Jennifer Egan, 2010-06-08 NATIONAL
BESTSELLER ¢« NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE WINNER ¢ With music pulsing on every page,
this startling, exhilarating novel of self-destruction and redemption “features characters about whom
you come to care deeply as you watch them doing things they shouldn't, acting gloriously,
infuriatingly human” (The Chicago Tribune). One of the New York Times’s 100 Best Books of the
21st Century * One of The Atlantic’s Great American Novels of the Past 100 Years Bennie is an aging
former punk rocker and record executive. Sasha is the passionate, troubled young woman he
employs. Here Jennifer Egan brilliantly reveals their pasts, along with the inner lives of a host of
other characters whose paths intersect with theirs. “Pitch perfect.... Darkly, rippingly funny.... Egan
possesses a satirist’s eye and a romance novelist’s heart.” —The New York Times Book Review

love medicine short story: Survivor's Medicine E. Donald Two-Rivers, 1998-01 Exploding the
stereotypical image of the stoical Indian, a Native American poet and playwright presents a gritty,
sardonic collection of short stories that focuses on the battle of American Indians against racism and
poverty and their will to survive. UP.

love medicine short story: The Medical Book Clifford A. Pickover, 2012-09-04 A lively,
accessible, and fully illustrated guide to the history of medicine, from ancient practices to cutting
edge innovations. Clifford Pickover continues his popular series that includes The Physics Book and
The Math Book with this volume chronicling the advancement of medicine in 250 entertaining,
illustrated landmark events. Touching on such diverse subspecialties as genetics, pharmacology,
neurology, sexology, and immunology, Pickover intersperses “obvious” historical milestones—the
Hippocratic Oath, general anesthesia, the Human Genome Project—with unexpected and intriguing
topics like “truth serum,” the use of cocaine in eye surgery, and face transplants.

love medicine short story: The Antelope Wife Louise Erdrich, 2012-08-28 “A fiercely
imagined tale of love and loss, a story that manages to transform tragedy into comic redemption,
sorrow into heroic survival.” —New York Times “[A] beguiling family saga....A captivating jigsaw
puzzle of longing and loss whose pieces form an unforgettable image of contemporary Native
American life.” —People A New York Times bestselling author, a Pulitzer Prize finalist, and winner of
the National Book Critics Circle Award, Louise Erdrich is an acclaimed chronicler of life and love,
mystery and magic within the Native American community. A hauntingly beautiful story of a
mysterious woman who enters the lives of two families and changes them forever, Erdrich’s classic
novel, The Antelope Wife, has enthralled readers for more than a decade with its powerful themes of
fate and ancestry, tragedy and salvation. Now the acclaimed author of Shadow Tag and The Plague
of Doves has radically revised this already masterful work, adding a new richness to the characters
and story while bringing its major themes into sharper focus, as it ingeniously illuminates the effect
of history on families and cultures, Ojibwe and white.

love medicine short story: The Refugees Viet Thanh Nguyen, 2017-02-07 “Beautiful and
heartrending” fiction set in Vietnam and America from the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The
Sympathizer (Joyce Carol Oates, The New Yorker) In these powerful stories, written over a period of
twenty years and set in both Vietnam and America, Viet Thanh Nguyen paints a vivid portrait of the
experiences of people leading lives between two worlds, the adopted homeland and the country of
birth. This incisive collection by the National Book Award finalist and celebrated author of The
Committed gives voice to the hopes and expectations of people making life-changing decisions to
leave one country for another, and the rifts in identity, loyalties, romantic relationships, and family
that accompany relocation. From a young Vietnamese refugee who suffers profound culture shock
when he comes to live with two gay men in San Francisco, to a woman whose husband is suffering
from dementia and starts to confuse her with a former lover, to a girl living in Ho Chi Minh City
whose older half-sister comes back from America having seemingly accomplished everything she
never will, the stories are a captivating testament to the dreams and hardships of migration.
“Terrific.” —Chicago Tribune “An important and incisive book.” —The Washington Post “An urgent,




wonderful collection.” —NPR

love medicine short story: A Reader's Companion to the Short Story in English Erin Fallon,
R.C. Feddersen, James Kurtzleben, Maurice A. Lee, Susan Rochette-Crawley, 2013-10-31 Although
the short story has existed in various forms for centuries, it has particularly flourished during the
last hundred years. Reader's Companion to the Short Story in English includes
alphabetically-arranged entries for 50 English-language short story writers from around the world.
Most of these writers have been active since 1960, and they reflect a wide range of experiences and
perspectives in their works. Each entry is written by an expert contributor and includes biography, a
review of existing criticism, a lengthier analysis of specific works, and a selected bibliography of
primary and secondary sources. The volume begins with a detailed introduction to the short story
genre and concludes with an annotated bibliography of major works on short story theory.

love medicine short story: Hao Ye Chun, 2021-09-07 Longlisted for the 2022 Andrew Carnegie
Medal for Excellence in Fiction An extraordinary debut collection of short stories by a three-time
Pushcart Prize winner following Chinese women in both China and the United States who turn to
signs and languages as they cross the alien landscapes of migration and motherhood. The most
common word in Chinese, perhaps, a ubiquitous syllable people utter and hear all the time, which is
supposed to mean good. But what is hao in this world, where good books are burned, good people
condemned, meanness considered a good trait, violence good conduct? People say hao when their
eyes are marred with suspicion and dread. They say hao when they are tattered inside. By turns
reflective and visceral, the stories in Hao examine the ways in which women can be silenced as they
grapple with sexism and racism, and how they find their own language to define their experience. In
“Gold Mountain,” a young mother hides above a ransacked store during the San Francisco
anti-Chinese riot of 1877. In “A Drawer,” an illiterate mother invents a language through drawing.
And in “Stars,” a graduate student loses her ability to speak after a stroke. Together, these twelve
stories create an unsettling, hypnotic collection spanning centuries, in which language and children
act simultaneously as tethers and casting lines, the reasons and the tools for moving forward after
trauma. You'll come away from this beautiful book changed” (Julia Fine, author of The Upstairs
House).

love medicine short story: The Doctor Stories Richard Selzer, 1998 Selzer's selection of his
own short stories, culled from three decades of writing, includes two new stories and an
Introduction detailing his literary beginnings.

love medicine short story: These Precious Days Ann Patchett, 2021-11-23 The beloved New
York Times bestselling author reflects on home, family, friendships and writing in this deeply
personal collection of essays. The elegance of Patchett’s prose is seductive and inviting: with
Patchett as a guide, readers will really get to grips with the power of struggles, failures, and
triumphs alike. —Publisher's Weekly “Any story that starts will also end.” As a writer, Ann Patchett
knows what the outcome of her fiction will be. Life, however, often takes turns we do not see
coming. Patchett ponders this truth in these wise essays that afford a fresh and intimate look into
her mind and heart. At the center of These Precious Days is the title essay, a surprising and moving
meditation on an unexpected friendship that explores “what it means to be seen, to find someone
with whom you can be your best and most complete self.” When Patchett chose an early galley of
actor and producer Tom Hanks’ short story collection to read one night before bed, she had no idea
that this single choice would be life changing. It would introduce her to a remarkable woman—Tom’s
brilliant assistant Sooki—with whom she would form a profound bond that held monumental
consequences for them both. A literary alchemist, Patchett plumbs the depths of her experiences to
create gold: engaging and moving pieces that are both self-portrait and landscape, each vibrant with
emotion and rich in insight. Turning her writer’s eye on her own experiences, she transforms the
private into the universal, providing us all a way to look at our own worlds anew, and reminds how
fleeting and enigmatic life can be. From the enchantments of Kate DiCamillo’s children’s books
(author of The Beatryce Prophecy) to youthful memories of Paris; the cherished life gifts given by
her three fathers to the unexpected influence of Charles Schultz’s Snoopy; the expansive vision of



Eudora Welty to the importance of knitting, Patchett connects life and art as she illuminates what
matters most. Infused with the author’s grace, wit, and warmth, the pieces in These Precious Days
resonate deep in the soul, leaving an indelible mark—and demonstrate why Ann Patchett is one of
the most celebrated writers of our time.

love medicine short story: Rat Medicine & Other Unlikely Curatives Lauren B. Davis,
2013-05-22 An astonishing variety of voices-male, female, young old-narrate the 20 diverse stories in
this, Lauren B. Davis's first collection, though which alcohol flows like an unholy river of destruction
and despair. In locales such as Halifax, Spain and rural Ontario, thanks to Davis's clear focus this
sharp, exploratory mix goes beyond the margins of kitchen sink realism. Recognized as the work of
an important new writer, this is where Lauren B. Davis's career began. The Globe and Mail called it
audacious and extraordinary - an amalgam of deep intuitive perception, sly wit and candor that
could strip paint.

love medicine short story: LaRose Louise Erdrich, 2016-05-10 Winner of the National Book
Critics Circle Award in Fiction Finalist for the PEN Faulkner Award In this literary masterwork,
Louise Erdrich, bestselling author of the National Book Award-winning The Round House and the
Pulitzer Prize nominee The Plague of Doves, wields her breathtaking narrative magic in an
emotionally haunting contemporary tale of a tragic accident, a demand for justice, and a profound
act of atonement with ancient roots in Native American culture. North Dakota, late summer, 1999.
Landreaux Iron stalks a deer along the edge of the property bordering his own. He shoots with easy
confidence—but when the buck springs away, Landreaux realizes he’s hit something else, a blur he
saw as he squeezed the trigger. When he staggers closer, he realizes he has killed his neighbor’s
five-year-old son, Dusty Ravich. The youngest child of his friend and neighbor, Peter Ravich, Dusty
was best friends with Landreaux’s five-year-old son, LaRose. The two families have always been
close, sharing food, clothing, and rides into town; their children played together despite going to
different schools; and Landreaux’s wife, Emmaline, is half sister to Dusty’s mother, Nola. Horrified
at what he’s done, the recovered alcoholic turns to an Ojibwe tribe tradition—the sweat lodge—for
guidance, and finds a way forward. Following an ancient means of retribution, he and Emmaline will
give LaRose to the grieving Peter and Nola. “Our son will be your son now,” they tell them. LaRose
is quickly absorbed into his new family. Plagued by thoughts of suicide, Nola dotes on him, keeping
her darkness at bay. His fierce, rebellious new “sister,” Maggie, welcomes him as a coconspirator
who can ease her volatile mother’s terrifying moods. Gradually he’s allowed shared visits with his
birth family, whose sorrow mirrors the Raviches’ own. As the years pass, LaRose becomes the
linchpin linking the Irons and the Raviches, and eventually their mutual pain begins to heal. But
when a vengeful man with a long-standing grudge against Landreaux begins raising trouble, hurling
accusations of a cover-up the day Dusty died, he threatens the tenuous peace that has kept these
two fragile families whole. Inspiring and affecting, LaRose is a powerful exploration of loss, justice,
and the reparation of the human heart, and an unforgettable, dazzling tour de force from one of
America’s most distinguished literary masters.

love medicine short story: The Plague of Doves Louise Erdrich, 2009-03-17 A finalist for the
Pulitzer Prize, The Plague of Doves—the first part of a loose trilogy that includes the National Book
Award-winning The Round House and LaRose—is a gripping novel about a long-unsolved crime in a
small North Dakota town and how, years later, the consequences are still being felt by the
community and a nearby Native American reservation. Though generations have passed, the town of
Pluto continues to be haunted by the murder of a farm family. Evelina Harp—part Ojibwe, part
white—is an ambitious young girl whose grandfather, a repository of family and tribal history,
harbors knowledge of the violent past. And Judge Antone Bazil Coutts, who bears witness,
understands the weight of historical injustice better than anyone. Through the distinct and winning
voices of three unforgettable narrators, the collective stories of two interwoven communities
ultimately come together to reveal a final wrenching truth. Bestselling author Louise Erdrich delves
into the fraught waters of historical injustice and the impact of secrets kept too long.

love medicine short story: Anatomy: A Love Story Dana Schwartz, 2022-01-18 *INSTANT #1



NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER* *INSTANT #1 INDIE BESTSELLER* *INSTANT USA TODAY
BESTSELLER* *A REESE'S YA BOOK CLUB PICK* Schwartz's magical novel is at once gripping and
tender, and the intricate plot is engrossing as the reader tries to solve the mystery. She doesn't miss
a beat in either the characterization or action, scattering clues with a delicate, precise hand. This is,
in the end, the story of the anatomy of the human heart. - Booklist (starred review) Dana Schwartz’s
Anatomy: A Love Story is a gothic tale full of mystery and romance. Hazel Sinnett is a lady who
wants to be a surgeon more than she wants to marry. Jack Currer is a resurrection man who’s just
trying to survive in a city where it’s too easy to die. When the two of them have a chance encounter
outside the Edinburgh Anatomist’s Society, Hazel thinks nothing of it at first. But after she gets
kicked out of renowned surgeon Dr. Beecham'’s lectures for being the wrong gender, she realizes
that her new acquaintance might be more helpful than she first thought. Because Hazel has made a
deal with Dr. Beecham: if she can pass the medical examination on her own, Beecham will allow her
to continue her medical career. Without official lessons, though, Hazel will need more than just her
books—she’ll need corpses to study. Lucky that she’s made the acquaintance of someone who digs
them up for a living. But Jack has his own problems: strange men have been seen skulking around
cemeteries, his friends are disappearing off the streets, and the dreaded Roman Fever, which wiped
out thousands a few years ago, is back with a vengeance. Nobody important cares—until Hazel.
Now, Hazel and Jack must work together to uncover the secrets buried not just in unmarked graves,
but in the very heart of Edinburgh society.

love medicine short story: What We Talk About When We Talk About Love Raymond Carver,
2015-05-25 The most celebrated story collection from “one of the true American masters” (The New
York Review of Books)—a haunting meditation on love, loss, and companionship, and finding one’s
way through the dark that includes the iconic and much-referenced title story featured in the
Academy Award-winning film Birdman. Raymond Carver's America is ... clouded by pain and the loss
of dreams, but it is not as fragile as it looks. It is a place of survivors and a place of stories....
[Carver] has done what many of the most gifted writers fail to do: He has invented a country of his
own, like no other except that very world, as Wordsworth said, which is the world to all of us. —The
New York Times Book Review

love medicine short story: Cutting for Stone Abraham Verghese, 2012-05-17 Marion and
Shiva Stone are twin brothers born of a secret union between a beautiful Indian nun and a brash
British surgeon. Orphaned by their mother’s death and their father’s disappearance and bound
together by a preternatural connection and a shared fascination with medicine, the twins come of
age as Ethiopia hovers on the brink of revolution. Moving from Addis Ababa to New York City and
back again, Cutting for Stone is an unforgettable story of love and betrayal, medicine and ordinary
miracles—and two brothers whose fates are forever intertwined.

love medicine short story: Love, Dishonor, Marry, Die; Cherish, Perish David Rakoff,
2013-07-16 From the incomparable David Rakoff, a poignant, beautiful, witty and wise novel in verse
whose scope spans the 20th Century. David Rakoff, who died in 2012 at the age of 47, built a
deserved reputation as one of the finest and funniest essayists of our time. This intricately woven
novel, written with humour, sympathy and tenderness, proves him the master of an altogether
different art form. Love, Dishonor, Marry, Die; Cherish, Perish leaps cities and decades as Rakoff, a
Canadian who became an American citizen, sings the song of his adoptive homeland--a country
whose freedoms can be intoxicating, or brutal. Here the characters' lives are linked to each other by
acts of generosity or cruelty. A critic once called Rakoff magnificent, a word which perfectly
describes this wonderful novel in verse.

love medicine short story: The Queen of Hearts Kimmery Martin, 2018-02-13 A powerful
debut novel, praised by The New York Times, Bustle, and Hypable, that pulses with humor and
empathy as it explores the heart's capacity for forgiveness.... Zadie Anson and Emma Colley have
been best friends since their early twenties, when they first began navigating serious romantic
relationships amid the intensity of medical school. Now they're happily married wives and mothers
with successful careers--Zadie as a pediatric cardiologist and Emma as a trauma surgeon. Their lives




in Charlotte, North Carolina, are chaotic but fulfilling, until the return of a former colleague
unearths a secret one of them has been harboring for years. As chief resident, Nick Xenokostas was
the center of Zadie's life--both professionally and personally--throughout a tragic chain of events
during her third year of medical school that she has long since put behind her. Nick's unexpected
reappearance at a time of new professional crisis shocks both women into a deeper look at the
difficult choices they made at the beginning of their careers. As it becomes evident that Emma must
have known more than she revealed about circumstances that nearly derailed both their lives, Zadie
starts to question everything she thought she knew about her closest friend.

love medicine short story: American Short Story Cycle Jennifer J. Smith, 2017-09-26
Explores the contradictory position of Arabic being both the official language and marginalized in
Israel

love medicine short story: Empire of Wild Cherie Dimaline, 2019-09-17 INDIGO'S #1 BEST
BOOK OF 2019 NATIONAL BESTSELLER FROM THE AUTHOR OF THE MARROW THIEVES, THE
#1 NATIONAL BESTSELLER, MULTI-AWARD WINNER AND CANADA READS FINALIST Wildly
entertaining and profound and essential. --Tommy Orange, The New York Times Broken-hearted
Joan has been searching for her husband, Victor, for almost a year--ever since he went missing on
the night they had their first serious argument. One hung-over morning in a Walmart parking lot in a
little town near Georgian Bay, she is drawn to a revival tent where the local Métis have been
flocking to hear a charismatic preacher. By the time she staggers into the tent the service is over,
but as she is about to leave, she hears an unmistakable voice. She turns, and there is Victor. Only he
insists he is not Victor, but the Reverend Eugene Wolff, on a mission to bring his people to Jesus.
And he doesn't seem to be faking: there isn't even a flicker of recognition in his eyes. With only two
allies--her odd, Johnny-Cash-loving, 12-year-old nephew Zeus, and Ajean, a foul-mouthed euchre
shark with deep knowledge of the old ways--Joan sets out to remind the Reverend Wolff of who he
really is. If he really is Victor, his life, and the life of everyone she loves, depends upon her success.
Inspired by the traditional Métis story of the Rogarou--a werewolf-like creature that haunts the
roads and woods of Métis communities--Cherie Dimaline has created a propulsive, stunning and
sensuous novel.

love medicine short story: Modern American Short Story Sequences ]J. Gerald Kennedy,
1995-01-27 Originally published in 1995, this book gathers together eleven full-length essays on
important American short story sequences of the twentieth century. The introduction by J. Gerald
Kennedy elucidates problems of defining the genre, cites notable instances of the form (such as
Sherwood Anderson's Winesburg, Ohio), and explores the implications of its modern emergence and
popularity. Subsequent essays discuss illustrative works by such figures as Henry James, Jean
Toomer, Ernest Hemingway, Richard Wright, William Faulkner, Eudora Welty, J. D. Salinger, John
Cheever, John Updike, Louise Erdrich, and Raymond Carver. While examining distinctive thematic
concerns, each essay also considers implications of form and arrangement in the construction of
composite fictions that often produce the illusion of a fictive community.

love medicine short story: Future Home of the Living God Louise Erdrich, 2017-11-14 A New
York Times Notable Book Louise Erdrich, the New York Times bestselling, National Book
Award-winning author of LaRose and The Round House, paints a startling portrait of a young woman
fighting for her life and her unborn child against oppressive forces that manifest in the wake of a
cataclysmic event. The world as we know it is ending. Evolution has reversed itself, affecting every
living creature on earth. Science cannot stop the world from running backwards, as woman after
woman gives birth to infants that appear to be primitive species of humans. Twenty-six-year-old
Cedar Hawk Songmaker, adopted daughter of a pair of big-hearted, open-minded Minneapolis
liberals, is as disturbed and uncertain as the rest of America around her. But for Cedar, this change
is profound and deeply personal. She is four months pregnant. Though she wants to tell the adoptive
parents who raised her from infancy, Cedar first feels compelled to find her birth mother, Mary
Potts, an Ojibwe living on the reservation, to understand both her and her baby’s origins. As Cedar
goes back to her own biological beginnings, society around her begins to disintegrate, fueled by a



swelling panic about the end of humanity. There are rumors of martial law, of Congress confining
pregnant women. Of a registry, and rewards for those who turn these wanted women in. Flickering
through the chaos are signs of increasing repression: a shaken Cedar witnesses a family wrenched
apart when police violently drag a mother from her husband and child in a parking lot. The streets of
her neighborhood have been renamed with Bible verses. A stranger answers the phone when she
calls her adoptive parents, who have vanished without a trace. It will take all Cedar has to avoid the
prying eyes of potential informants and keep her baby safe. A chilling dystopian novel both
provocative and prescient, Future Home of the Living God is a startlingly original work from one of
our most acclaimed writers: a moving meditation on female agency, self-determination, biology, and
natural rights that speaks to the troubling changes of our time.

love medicine short story: Leave the World Behind Rumaan Alam, 2020-10-06 Now a Netflix
film starring Julia Roberts, Mahershala Ali, Ethan Hawke, Myha'la, Farrah Mackenzie, Charlie Evans
and Kevin Bacon. Written for the Screen and Directed by Sam Esmail. Executive Producers Barack
and Michelle Obama, Tonia Davis, Daniel M. Stillman, Nick Krishnamurthy, Rumaan Alam A Read
with Jenna Today Show Book Club Pick! Finalist for the 2020 National Book Award in Fiction One of
Barack Obama's Summer Reads A Best Book of the Year From: The Washington Post * Time * NPR *
Elle * Esquire * Kirkus * Library Journal * The Chicago Public Library * The New York Public Library
* BookPage * The Globe and Mail * EW.com * The LA Times * USA Today * InStyle * The New Yorker
* AARP * Publisher's Lunch * LitHub * Book Marks * Electric Literature * Brooklyn Based * The
Boston Globe A magnetic novel about two families, strangers to each other, who are forced together
on a long weekend gone terribly wrong. From the bestselling author of Rich and Pretty comes a
suspenseful and provocative novel keenly attuned to the complexities of parenthood, race, and class.
Leave the World Behind explores how our closest bonds are reshaped—and unexpected new ones
are forged—in moments of crisis. Amanda and Clay head out to a remote corner of Long Island
expecting a vacation: a quiet reprieve from life in New York City, quality time with their teenage son
and daughter, and a taste of the good life in the luxurious home they’ve rented for the week. But a
late-night knock on the door breaks the spell. Ruth and G. H. are an older couple—it’s their house,
and they’ve arrived in a panic. They bring the news that a sudden blackout has swept the city. But in
this rural area—with the TV and internet now down, and no cell phone service—it’s hard to know
what to believe. Should Amanda and Clay trust this couple—and vice versa? What happened back in
New York? Is the vacation home, isolated from civilization, a truly safe place for their families? And
are they safe from one other?

love medicine short story: A Short History of Medicine Steve Parker, 2024-12-02 Immerse
yourself in the history of medicine - a colorful story of skill, serendipity, trial and error, moments of
genius, and dogged determination. From traditional Chinese medicine to today’s sophisticated gene
therapies and robotic surgery, A Short History of Medicine combines riveting storytelling and
beautiful images, historical accounts and lucid explanations, to illuminate the story of medicine
through time. Witness early, bloody, anesthetic-free operations; see the first crude surgical
instruments; trace the mapping of the circulatory system; follow the painstaking detective work that
led to the decoding of the human genome; and understand the role that potions, cures, therapies,
herbal medicines, and drugs have played in the human quest to tame and conquer disease, injury,
and death. Dive deep into this magnificent medicine book to discover: - Vivid, compelling, and
informative reads written in an engaging and colorful style - Excerpts from documents, diaries, and
notebooks offer fascinating eyewitness accounts. - Charts and contextualizes the great milestones of
medical history. A Short History of Medicine is a fascinating illustrated history and tale of drama and
discovery that celebrates the milestones of medical history across generations and cultures. From
eradicating smallpox to the early anesthetics, the very first transplants to the genetic code, this
groundbreaking guide to the history of medicine has something for everyone to explore, learn and
discover. Ideal for adults and young adults alike, whether you have a keen interest in medicine,
science or social history, this all-encompassing medicine book is sure to quench your thirst for
knowledge!



love medicine short story: The American Midwest Andrew R. L. Cayton, Richard Sisson, Chris
Zacher, 2006-11-08 This first-ever encyclopedia of the Midwest seeks to embrace this large and
diverse area, to give it voice, and help define its distinctive character. Organized by topic, it
encourages readers to reflect upon the region as a whole. Each section moves from the general to
the specific, covering broad themes in longer introductory essays, filling in the details in the shorter
entries that follow. There are portraits of each of the region's twelve states, followed by entries on
society and culture, community and social life, economy and technology, and public life. The book
offers a wealth of information about the region's surprising ethnic diversity -- a vast array of foods,
languages, styles, religions, and customs -- plus well-informed essays on the region's history, culture
and values, and conflicts. A site of ideas and innovations, reforms and revivals, and social and
physical extremes, the Midwest emerges as a place of great complexity, signal importance, and
continual fascination.

love medicine short story: The Continuum Encyclopedia of American Literature Steven R.
Serafin, Alfred Bendixen, 2005-09-01 More than ten years in the making, this comprehensive
single-volume literary survey is for the student, scholar, and general reader. The Continuum
Encyclopedia of American Literature represents a collaborative effort, involving 300 contributors
from across the US and Canada. Composed of more than 1,100 signed biographical-critical entries,
this Encyclopedia serves as both guide and companion to the study and appreciation of American
literature. A special feature is the topical article, of which there are 70.
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