
key concepts in modern indian studies

key concepts in modern indian studies are essential for understanding the dynamic and multifaceted

nature of contemporary India. This article examines the foundational ideas shaping modern Indian

studies, including socio-political transformations, cultural evolution, economic development, and the

impact of globalization. Readers will gain insights into India's colonial legacy, the ongoing discourse

around identity, and the diversity of languages, religions, and regional cultures. Through

comprehensive analysis, we explore how modern Indian studies draw on history, politics, economics,

and cultural studies to interpret India's rapidly changing society. The article also discusses the

importance of gender dynamics, environmental challenges, and technological progress in shaping

modern India. From the complexities of nationalism to the role of literature and media, this guide

provides a thorough overview for students, academics, and anyone interested in the key concepts

defining India's contemporary landscape.

Socio-Political Transformations in Modern India

Cultural Evolution and Identity in Indian Studies

Economic Development and Globalization

Colonial Legacy and Postcolonial Perspectives

Diversity: Languages, Religions, and Regional Cultures

Gender Dynamics in Modern Indian Studies

Environmental Issues and Sustainability Challenges

Technological Progress and Digital India



Role of Literature, Media, and Popular Culture

Socio-Political Transformations in Modern India

Modern Indian studies place significant emphasis on the socio-political transformations that have

shaped India's contemporary landscape. The transition from colonial rule to an independent democracy

marked a critical turning point in Indian history. The formulation of the Indian Constitution laid the

foundation for rights, governance, and the protection of diversity. Political movements, such as those

advocating for social justice, economic equality, and regional autonomy, continue to influence India's

development. The rise of new political parties, grassroots activism, and the assertion of marginalized

groups have redefined the Indian political sphere.

Key Aspects of Socio-Political Change

Democratization and electoral reforms

Emergence of regional and identity politics

Debates on secularism and pluralism

Social justice movements (e.g., Dalit, tribal, and women's rights)

Understanding these changes provides a crucial context for analyzing contemporary governance,

policy-making, and the evolving role of civil society in India.



Cultural Evolution and Identity in Indian Studies

Culture and identity are central themes in modern Indian studies. The interplay between tradition and

modernity has resulted in a rich tapestry of cultural expressions. India's diverse societies negotiate

their heritage with contemporary influences, leading to new forms of identity and belonging. The study

of language, literature, music, and art reflects both continuity and change.

Contemporary Identity Discourses

Negotiation between regional and national identities

Impact of migration and diaspora communities

Linguistic diversity and language politics

Role of popular culture in shaping youth identity

Scholars analyze how identity is constructed and contested in various spheres, including media,

education, and community life.

Economic Development and Globalization

Economic development is a critical concept in modern Indian studies, particularly since India’s

liberalization in the early 1990s. The integration into the global economy has accelerated growth, but it

has also created challenges related to inequality, labor migration, and regional disparities. The rise of

the service sector, urbanization, and technological innovation are defining features of India’s current

economic transformation.



Major Trends in Economic Change

Liberalization and privatization policies1.

Growth of information technology and startups2.

Rural-urban migration patterns3.

Challenges of poverty and social welfare4.

Global trade and foreign investment5.

Modern Indian studies critically assess the impact of economic reforms on society, environment, and

sustainable development.

Colonial Legacy and Postcolonial Perspectives

The colonial legacy remains a foundational concept in understanding modern India. British rule

profoundly impacted India's political institutions, social hierarchies, and cultural practices. Postcolonial

studies examine how colonialism shaped issues of identity, power, and resistance, as well as the

legacies of division and integration.

Postcolonial Discourse in Indian Studies

Debates on nationalism and self-definition

Interpretation of colonial archives and texts



Continuities in legal and educational systems

Resistance and decolonization movements

This perspective enables scholars to critically engage with contemporary challenges rooted in historical

experiences and to re-evaluate India's trajectory in a global context.

Diversity: Languages, Religions, and Regional Cultures

India’s unparalleled diversity is a key focus in modern Indian studies. With over 1,600 languages and

numerous religious communities, the country exemplifies pluralism and multiculturalism. Regional

cultures add further layers to India’s complex social fabric, influencing politics, economics, and cultural

exchange.

Dimensions of Indian Diversity

Linguistic plurality and language policy

Religious traditions and syncretism

Regional customs and festivals

Cultural exchange through migration and trade

Exploring diversity allows researchers to understand the mechanisms of coexistence, conflict, and

negotiation within Indian society.



Gender Dynamics in Modern Indian Studies

Gender is an increasingly important concept in contemporary Indian studies. Scholars analyze

patriarchal structures, the status of women, and the emergence of LGBTQ+ movements. Gender

studies investigate how social norms, legal reforms, and activism are reshaping roles and rights within

Indian society.

Key Issues in Gender Studies

Women’s participation in politics and workforce

Gender-based violence and legal frameworks

Queer identities and rights movements

Intersectionality with caste, class, and religion

Research in this area highlights both the achievements and ongoing challenges in achieving gender

equality and social justice in India.

Environmental Issues and Sustainability Challenges

Environmental concerns have become central to modern Indian studies due to rapid urbanization,

industrialization, and climate change. India faces pressing challenges including air and water pollution,

deforestation, and resource scarcity. Sustainable development and ecological conservation are now

vital themes in academic discourse.



Environmental and Sustainability Priorities

Climate change adaptation and mitigation

Conservation of biodiversity and natural habitats

Policy initiatives for sustainable growth

Grassroots environmental movements

Scholars and policymakers examine how environmental issues intersect with economic growth and

social justice in India.

Technological Progress and Digital India

Technological innovation is transforming India’s social, economic, and cultural landscape. The Digital

India initiative, proliferation of smartphones, and expansion of internet access are reshaping education,

employment, and governance. Modern Indian studies analyze the impact of technology on

communication, rural development, and entrepreneurship.

Technology and Society

Growth of e-governance and digital infrastructure

Access to education and healthcare through technology

Rise of social media and digital activism



Challenges of the digital divide

Understanding technological progress is essential for interpreting India’s future trajectory and its

position in the global information economy.

Role of Literature, Media, and Popular Culture

Literature, media, and popular culture hold a pivotal role in modern Indian studies. Authors,

filmmakers, and artists provide critical commentary on social and political issues, while mass media

shape public opinion and cultural trends. The growth of regional literature, Bollywood, and digital

content reflects both the diversity and dynamism of Indian society.

Key Areas of Cultural Production

Contemporary Indian literature (English and vernacular)

Film, television, and music industries

Media representation and social discourse

Influence of global culture on Indian creativity

By studying cultural production, researchers gain deeper insights into the aspirations, anxieties, and

transformations within modern India.



Trending Questions and Answers on Key Concepts in Modern

Indian Studies

Q: What are the most important socio-political changes studied in

modern Indian studies?

A: Major socio-political changes include democratization, electoral reforms, the rise of regional and

identity-based politics, social justice movements, and evolving debates on secularism and pluralism.

Q: How does India's colonial legacy influence its modern society and

institutions?

A: India's colonial legacy impacts legal systems, education, governance structures, and ongoing

debates on identity and nationalism, with postcolonial studies critically assessing these effects.

Q: Why is diversity a key concept in modern Indian studies?

A: Diversity is central due to India's vast array of languages, religions, and regional cultures, which

shape social interactions, politics, and cultural expressions throughout the country.

Q: What role does gender play in contemporary Indian studies?

A: Gender analysis focuses on women's rights, gender-based violence, LGBTQ+ movements, and

intersectionality, reflecting both progress and persistent challenges regarding equality and social

justice.



Q: How has globalization affected India's economic development?

A: Globalization has led to economic liberalization, growth in information technology and services,

increased foreign investment, and new challenges such as inequality and labor migration.

Q: What are some environmental challenges emphasized in modern

Indian studies?

A: Key environmental challenges include climate change, pollution, deforestation, resource scarcity,

and the need for sustainable development policies and grassroots conservation efforts.

Q: How is technology shaping contemporary Indian society?

A: Technology is driving changes in education, governance, communication, entrepreneurship, and

social activism, while also raising concerns about the digital divide and access.

Q: Why is the study of literature and media important in modern Indian

studies?

A: Literature and media provide critical insights into societal trends, identity formation, political

commentary, and cultural production, reflecting the complexities and aspirations of modern India.

Q: What are the main identity discourses in modern Indian studies?

A: Identity discourses include regional versus national identities, linguistic politics, diaspora influences,

and the role of popular culture in shaping modern Indian youth.



Q: How do modern Indian studies approach sustainability and

environmental protection?

A: Modern Indian studies analyze policy initiatives, community movements, and the balance between

economic growth and ecological preservation to address sustainability challenges.
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Key Concepts in Modern Indian Studies: A Deep Dive

Introduction:

Delving into the vibrant tapestry of Modern Indian Studies can feel overwhelming. This vast field
encompasses centuries of socio-political upheaval, cultural transformations, and economic shifts.
This blog post aims to unravel some of the key concepts that underpin a deeper understanding of
modern India, providing a structured framework for navigating this complex subject. We'll explore
pivotal themes, offering clarity and context to help you grasp the nuances of this fascinating period.
Get ready to embark on a journey through critical ideas that shaped and continue to shape
contemporary India.

H2: Nation-Building and the Legacy of Colonialism:

The very foundation of modern India rests upon the dismantling of British colonial rule and the
subsequent struggle to forge a unified nation-state. Understanding this process requires grappling
with several crucial concepts:

H3: Decolonization: This goes beyond mere political independence. It involves dismantling colonial
structures, ideologies, and power dynamics that continued to influence Indian society even after
1947. This includes reclaiming cultural narratives and challenging Eurocentric perspectives.

H3: Partition and its Aftermath: The traumatic division of India and Pakistan remains a defining
event, shaping the political landscape and leaving a lasting legacy of communal tensions and
displacement. Examining the causes and consequences of Partition is essential to understanding
modern India's complexities.

https://fc1.getfilecloud.com/t5-w-m-e-06/pdf?ID=oHr91-5077&title=key-concepts-in-modern-indian-studies.pdf
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https://fc1.getfilecloud.com/t5-goramblers-03/files?trackid=Roh48-9697&title=e-pluribus-unum-language.pdf


H3: Constitutionalism and Secularism: India's Constitution, drafted in the aftermath of
independence, attempted to create a secular, democratic nation-state that guaranteed equality for
all citizens regardless of religion, caste, or gender. Analyzing the challenges in realizing this ideal in
practice is crucial.

H2: Caste, Religion, and Social Reform:

The social fabric of India is interwoven with complex systems of caste and religious diversity.
Understanding modern India requires acknowledging the profound impact of these factors:

H3: Caste System and its Persistence: Despite constitutional prohibitions, the caste system
continues to exert a powerful influence on Indian society, impacting social mobility, economic
opportunities, and political representation. Analyzing its enduring presence and its ongoing
challenges is critical.

H3: Religious Pluralism and Communalism: India's religious diversity is a defining characteristic.
However, this pluralism has also been accompanied by periods of communal violence and tension,
highlighting the fragility of secular ideals in a diverse society. Examining the dynamics between
religious groups is crucial.

H3: Social Reform Movements: Throughout modern India's history, various social reform movements
have challenged traditional social hierarchies and advocated for equality and social justice. Studying
these movements offers insights into the ongoing struggle for a more equitable society.

H2: Economic Development and Globalization:

India's economic trajectory in the post-independence era has been marked by significant
transformations:

H3: Planned Economy vs. Liberalization: From a centrally planned economy to embracing neoliberal
policies, India's economic journey reveals the interplay of state intervention and market forces.
Understanding this shift is essential.

H3: Globalization and its Impacts: India's integration into the global economy has brought both
opportunities and challenges, impacting various sectors, from agriculture to information technology.
Examining both the positive and negative consequences is important.

H3: Poverty, Inequality, and Development: Despite significant economic growth, India continues to
grapple with widespread poverty and inequality. Examining the factors contributing to this disparity
and exploring potential solutions is a crucial aspect of modern Indian studies.

H2: Political Processes and Power Dynamics:

Understanding the political evolution of modern India requires analysis of its diverse political
landscape:

H3: Congress Dominance and its Decline: The Indian National Congress party played a dominant
role in the early years of independence. Understanding its rise and subsequent decline is key to



understanding the evolution of Indian politics.

H3: Rise of Regional Parties: The emergence of strong regional parties highlights the diversity of
India’s political landscape and the challenges of national unity.

H3: Civil Society and Activism: Civil society organizations and activist movements play a critical role
in shaping public discourse and influencing policy. Analyzing their contributions is essential.

Conclusion:

Modern Indian Studies is a vast and multifaceted field. This blog post has only touched upon some of
the key concepts. Further exploration of these themes, along with others like gender studies,
environmental issues, and cultural production, is essential for a comprehensive understanding of
this dynamic nation. By engaging with these core concepts, you can begin to unravel the intricate
complexities of modern India and its ongoing evolution.

FAQs:

1. What is the difference between colonial and post-colonial studies in the Indian context? Colonial
studies focus on the impact of British rule, while post-colonial studies examine the legacy of
colonialism and its ongoing effects after independence.

2. How has globalization affected India's social fabric? Globalization has led to both economic
growth and increased social inequality, impacting traditional ways of life and creating new
challenges.

3. What are some of the major challenges facing India today? Major challenges include poverty,
inequality, religious tensions, environmental degradation, and political polarization.

4. What role does the caste system still play in contemporary India? The caste system, though
officially outlawed, continues to influence social hierarchies and access to resources, leading to
discrimination and inequality.

5. Where can I find more resources to learn about Modern Indian Studies? Excellent resources
include academic journals, university courses, documentaries, and books focusing on specific
aspects of Indian history and society.

  key concepts in modern indian studies: Key Concepts in Modern Indian Studies Gita
Dharampal, Monika Kirloskar-Steinbach, Rachel Dwyer, Jahnavi Phalkey, 2015-11-06 Modern Indian
studies have recently become a site for new, creative, and thought-provoking debates extending over
a broad canvas of crucial issues. As a result of socio-political transformations, certain
concepts—such as ahimsa, caste, darshan, and race—have taken on different meanings. Bringing
together ideas, issues, and debates salient to modern Indian studies, this volume charts the social,
cultural, political, and economic processes at work in the Indian subcontinent. Authored by
internationally recognized experts, this volume comprises over one hundred individual entries on
concepts central to their respective fields of specialization, highlighting crucial issues and debates in
a lucid and concise manner. Each concept is accompanied by a critical analysis of its trajectory and a
succinct discussion of its significance in the academic arena as well as in the public sphere.



Enhancing the shared framework of understanding about the Indian subcontinent, Key Concepts in
Modern Indian Studies will provide the reader with insights into vital debates about the region,
underscoring the compelling issues emanating from colonialism and postcolonialism.
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socio-political transformations, certain concepts—such as ahimsa, caste, darshan, and race—have
taken on different meanings. Bringing together ideas, issues, and debates salient to modern Indian
studies, this volume charts the social, cultural, political, and economic processes at work in the
Indian subcontinent. Authored by internationally recognized experts, this volume comprises over one
hundred individual entries on concepts central to their respective fields of specialization,
highlighting crucial issues and debates in a lucid and concise manner. Each concept is accompanied
by a critical analysis of its trajectory and a succinct discussion of its significance in the academic
arena as well as in the public sphere. Enhancing the shared framework of understanding about the
Indian subcontinent, Key Concepts in Modern Indian Studies will provide the reader with insights
into vital debates about the region, underscoring the compelling issues emanating from colonialism
and postcolonialism.
  key concepts in modern indian studies: The Modern Anthropology of India Peter Berger,
Frank Heidemann, 2013-06-03 The Modern Anthropology of India is an accessible textbook
providing a critical overview of the ethnographic work done in India since 1947. It assesses the
history of research in each region and serves as a practical and comprehensive guide to the main
themes dealt with by ethnographers. It highlights key analytical concepts and paradigms that came
to be of relevance in particular regions in the recent history of research in India, and which possibly
gained a pan-Indian or even trans-Indian significance. Structured according to the states of the
Indian union, contributors raise several key questions, including: What themes were ethnographers
interested in? What are the significant ethnographic contributions? How are peoples, communities
and cultural areas represented? How has the ethnographic research in the area developed? Filling a
significant gap in the literature, the book is an invaluable resource to students and researchers in
the field of Indian anthropology/ethnography, regional anthropology and postcolonial studies. It is
also of interest to students of South Asian studies in general as it provides an extensive and critical
overview of regionally based ethnographic activity undertaken in India.
  key concepts in modern indian studies: Rethinking Markets in Modern India Ajay Gandhi,
Barbara Harriss-White, Douglas E. Haynes, Sebastian Schwecke, 2020-10 Using historical and
ethnographic analyses, this book shows how Indian markets are embedded in society and politically
contested.
  key concepts in modern indian studies: Key Concepts in Sports Studies Stephen Wagg,
Belinda Wheaton, Carlton Brick, Jayne Caudwell, 2009-09-14 Written by experienced academics
used to teaching the subject this book will help students and researchers find their way within the
diverse field of sport studies. Clear, well researched entries explain the key concepts in the debates
surrounding the social significance and social dynamics of sport. Each entry provides: • Clear
Definitions • Relevant Examples • Up-to-date Suggestions for Further Reading • Informative
Cross-Referencing Valuable in its parts and indispensable as a whole this book will provide a
stimulating, practical guide to the relationship between sport and society. Stephen Wagg is
Professor of Sport and Society at Leeds Metropolitan University. Carlton Brick lectures in the School
of Sciences at the University of the West of Scotland in Paisley. Belinda Wheaton is a Senior
Research Fellow in the Chelsea School, University of Brighton. Jayne Caudwell is a Senior Lecturer
in the Chelsea School, University of Brighton.
  key concepts in modern indian studies: Modern India and the Indians Sir Monier
Monier-Williams, 1878
  key concepts in modern indian studies: Reproductive Politics and the Making of
Modern India Mytheli Sreenivas, 2021-05-03 Open-access edition: DOI 10.6069/9780295748856



Beginning in the late nineteenth century, India played a pivotal role in global conversations about
population and reproduction. In Reproductive Politics and the Making of Modern India, Mytheli
Sreenivas demonstrates how colonial administrators, postcolonial development experts, nationalists,
eugenicists, feminists, and family planners all aimed to reform reproduction to transform both
individual bodies and the body politic. Across the political spectrum, people insisted that regulating
reproduction was necessary and that limiting the population was essential to economic development.
This book investigates the often devastating implications of this logic, which demonized some
women’s reproduction as the cause of national and planetary catastrophe. To tell this story,
Sreenivas explores debates about marriage, family, and contraception. She also demonstrates how
concerns about reproduction surfaced within a range of political questions—about poverty and crises
of subsistence, migration and claims of national sovereignty, normative heterosexuality and drives
for economic development. Locating India at the center of transnational historical change, this book
suggests that Indian developments produced the very grounds over which reproduction was called
into question in the modern world. The open-access edition of Reproductive Politics and the Making
of Modern India is freely available thanks to the TOME initiative and the generous support of The
Ohio State University Libraries.
  key concepts in modern indian studies: A Bunch of Current Indian Studies , 1969
  key concepts in modern indian studies: Report on the Status of Teaching of Sociology and
Social Anthropology India. University Grants Commission. Panel on Sociology and Social
Anthropology, 1979
  key concepts in modern indian studies: Makers of Modern India Ramachandra Guha,
2011-03-31 Includes a short biographical introduction to each person, followed by excerpts from
their writings.
  key concepts in modern indian studies: Modern Indian Political Thought Bidyut Chakrabarty,
Rajendra K. Pandey, 2023-09-29 This book is an unconventional articulation of the political thinking
in India in a refreshingly creative manner in more than one way. Empirically, the book becomes
innovative by providing an analytically more grasping contextual interpretation of Indian political
thought that evolved during the nationalist struggle against colonialism. Insightfully, it attempts to
unearth the hitherto unexplored yet vital subaltern strands of political thinking in India as
manifested through the mode of numerous significant socio-economic movements operating side by
side and sometimes as part of the mainstream nationalist movement. This book articulates the main
currents of Indian political thought by locating the text and themes of the thinkers within the
socio-economic and politico-cultural contexts in which such ideas were conceptualised and
articulated. The book also tries to analytically grasp the influences of the various British
constitutional devices that appeared as the responses of the colonial government to redress the
genuine socio-economic grievances of the various sections of Indian society. The book breaks new
ground in not only articulating the main currents of Indian political thought in an analytically more
sound approach of context-driven discussion but also provokes new research in the field by charting
a new course in grasping and articulating the political thought in India. This volume will be useful to
the students, researchers and faculty working in the fields of political science, political sociology,
political economy and post-colonial contemporary Indian politics in particular. It will also be an
invaluable and interesting reading for those interested in South Asian studies.
  key concepts in modern indian studies: Books in Series , 1985 Vols. for 1980- issued in three
parts: Series, Authors, and Titles.
  key concepts in modern indian studies: Native Studies Keywords Stephanie Nohelani Teves,
Andrea Smith, Michelle Raheja, 2015-05-21 Native Studies Keywords is a genealogical project that
looks at the history of words that claim to have no history. The end goal is not to determine which
words are appropriate but to critically examine words that are crucial to Native studies, in hopes of
promoting debate and critical interrogation.
  key concepts in modern indian studies: Righteous Republic Ananya Vajpeyi, 2012-10-31
What India’s founders derived from Western political traditions as they struggled to free their



country from colonial rule is widely understood. Less well-known is how India’s own rich knowledge
traditions of two and a half thousand years influenced these men as they set about constructing a
nation in the wake of the Raj. In Righteous Republic, Ananya Vajpeyi furnishes this missing account,
a ground-breaking assessment of modern Indian political thought. Taking five of the most important
founding figures—Mohandas Gandhi, Rabindranath Tagore, Abanindranath Tagore, Jawaharlal
Nehru, and B. R. Ambedkar—Vajpeyi looks at how each of them turned to classical texts in order to
fashion an original sense of Indian selfhood. The diverse sources in which these leaders and thinkers
immersed themselves included Buddhist literature, the Bhagavad Gita, Sanskrit poetry, the edicts of
Emperor Ashoka, and the artistic and architectural achievements of the Mughal Empire. India’s
founders went to these sources not to recuperate old philosophical frameworks but to invent new
ones. In Righteous Republic, a portrait emerges of a group of innovative, synthetic, and
cosmopolitan thinkers who succeeded in braiding together two Indian knowledge traditions, the one
political and concerned with social questions, the other religious and oriented toward
transcendence. Within their vast intellectual, aesthetic, and moral inheritance, the founders
searched for different aspects of the self that would allow India to come into its own as a modern
nation-state. The new republic they envisaged would embody both India’s struggle for sovereignty
and its quest for the self.
  key concepts in modern indian studies: Journal of the Oriental Institute Oriental Institute
(Vadodara, India), 2005
  key concepts in modern indian studies: Urgent Research in Social Anthropology Indian
Institute of Advanced Study, 1969
  key concepts in modern indian studies: Language, Emotion, and Politics in South India
Lisa Mitchell, 2009 The charged emotional politics of language and identity in India
  key concepts in modern indian studies: Quarterly Journal of Indian Studies in Social
Sciences , 1968
  key concepts in modern indian studies: A History of Modern India, 1480-1950 Claude
Markovits, 2004-09-24 Praise for the hardback edition: 'an impressively scholarly and immensely
detailed text... a welcome and strongly recommended contribution to World History and India
History collections.' Library Bookwatch Recommended -- Choice A History of Modern India provides
a comprehensive chronological analysis of India's vibrant and diverse history. As well as examining
the evolution of the relationship between the society and the state in its various economic, social,
cultural and political forms, A History of Modern India analyses the major empires in modern India
from the Moghuls (1580-1739) to the Raj (1818-1947), and discusses the economic, social and
intellectual dynansm that accompanied intervening periods of political fragmentation. The book
explores the difficulties confronting the rise of Indian nationalismand the consequent confrontation
between religious communities: what should have been the crowning victory of a pacifist
anti-colonial movement was instead brutally resolved with the violence of Partition in 1947.
  key concepts in modern indian studies: The Cambridge Companion to Modern Indian
Culture Vasudha Dalmia, Rashmi Sadana, 2012-04-05 A wide-ranging and truly interdisciplinary
guide to understanding the relationship between India's colonial past and globalized present.
  key concepts in modern indian studies: Sikh Studies Mark Juergensmeyer, Norman Gerald
Barrier, 1979
  key concepts in modern indian studies: Evolution of Historiography in Modern India,
1900-1960 Subodh Kumar Mukhopadhyay, 2002
  key concepts in modern indian studies: Language, Identity, and Power in Modern India Riho
Isaka, 2021-10-28 This book is a historical study of modern Gujarat, India, addressing crucial
questions of language, identity, and power. It examines the debates over language among the elite of
this region during a period of significant social and political change in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries. Language debates closely reflect power relations among different sections of
society, such as those delineated by nation, ethnicity, region, religion, caste, class, and gender. They
are intimately linked with the process in which individuals and groups of people try to define and



project themselves in response to changing political, economic, and social environments. Based on
rich historical sources, including official records, periodicals, literary texts, memoirs, and private
papers, this book vividly shows the impact that colonialism, nationalism, and the process of
nation-building had on the ideas of language among different groups, as well as how various ideas of
language competed and negotiated with each other. Language, Identity, and Power in Modern India:
Gujarat, c.1850–1960 will be of particular interest to students and scholars working on South Asian
history and to those interested in issues of language, society, and politics in different parts of the
modern world.
  key concepts in modern indian studies: A Concise History of Modern India Barbara D.
Metcalf, Thomas R. Metcalf, 2006-09-28 In a second edition of their successful Concise History of
Modern India, Barbara Metcalf and Thomas Metcalf explore India's modern history afresh and
update the events of the last decade. These include the takeover of Congress from the seemingly
entrenched Hindu nationalist party in 2004, India's huge advances in technology and the country's
new role as a major player in world affairs. From the days of the Mughals, through the British
Empire, and into Independence, the country has been transformed by its institutional structures. It
is these institutions which have helped bring about the social, cultural and economic changes that
have taken place over the last half century and paved the way for the modern success story. Despite
these advances, poverty, social inequality and religious division still fester. In response to these
dilemmas, the book grapples with questions of caste and religious identity, and the nature of the
Indian nation.
  key concepts in modern indian studies: India Studies News , 1996
  key concepts in modern indian studies: Indian Studies Abroad Indian Council for Cultural
Relations, 1964
  key concepts in modern indian studies: A History of Modern India Ishita Banerjee-Dube,
2015 This book provides an interpretive and comprehensive account of the history of India between
the eighteenth and twentieth centuries, a crucial epoch characterized by colonialism, nationalism
and the emergence of the independent Indian Union. It explores significant historiographical
debates concerning the period while highlighting important new issues, especially those of gender,
ecology, caste, and labour. The work combines an analysis of colonial and independent India in order
to underscore ideologies, policies, and processes that shaped the colonial state and continue to
mould the Indian nation.
  key concepts in modern indian studies: ABSTRACTS IN ANTHROPOLOGY , 1973
  key concepts in modern indian studies: Far Eastern State University Dalʹnevostochnyĭ
gosudarstvennyĭ universitet (Vladivostok, Russia), 1999
  key concepts in modern indian studies: 50 Key Concepts in Gender Studies Jane Pilcher,
Imelda Whelehan, 2004-04-10 The authors' introduction gives an account of gender studies - what it
is and how it originated. Their selection of topics is authoritative and the 50 entries reflect the
complex, multi-faceted nature of the field in an accessible dictionary format.
  key concepts in modern indian studies: Dominance and State Power in Modern India
Francine R. Frankel, M. S. A. Rao, 1989 In these two volumes, scholars of political science,
sociology, and history adopt a common set of concepts to analyse patterns of change in the
ideological and structural foundations of dominance in India from the colonial period to the
mid-1980s. Departing from modernist theories, these scholars set out an interactional framework of
society-state relations where caste, class, ethnicity, and dominance are treated as structures and
processes, interacting with each other and with increasingly powerful state institutions. These
comparative studies provide an explanation of how state policies undermine the religious legitimacy
of the hierarchical social order and, at the same time, facilitate the manipulation of linguistic,
communal, caste, and ethnic loyalties to diffuse class polarization. The analyses show that
subordinate low caste-cum-class groups are mounting increasingly militant challenges to the hold of
the upper castes and classes over state instiitutions which have provided the most important avenue
of social mobility in modern India--Provided by publisher.



  key concepts in modern indian studies: Modern India and World Fellowship Kalikinkar
Datta, 1970
  key concepts in modern indian studies: The Pariah Problem Rupa Viswanath, 2014-07-08
Once known as Pariahs, Dalits are primarily descendants of unfree agrarian laborers. They belong to
India's most subordinated castes, face overwhelming poverty and discrimination, and provoke public
anxiety. Drawing on a wealth of previously untapped sources, this book follows the conception and
evolution of the Pariah Problem in public consciousness in the 1890s. It shows how high-caste
landlords, state officials, and well-intentioned missionaries conceived of Dalit oppression, and
effectively foreclosed the emergence of substantive solutions to the Problem—with consequences
that continue to be felt today. Rupa Viswanath begins with a description of the everyday lives of
Dalit laborers in the 1890s and highlights the systematic efforts made by the state and Indian elites
to protect Indian slavery from public scrutiny. Protestant missionaries were the first non-Dalits to
draw attention to their plight. The missionaries' vision of the Pariahs' suffering as being a result of
Hindu religious prejudice, however, obscured the fact that the entire agrarian political–economic
system depended on unfree Pariah labor. Both the Indian public and colonial officials came to share
a view compatible with missionary explanations, which meant all subsequent welfare efforts directed
at Dalits focused on religious and social transformation rather than on structural reform.
Methodologically, theoretically, and empirically, this book breaks new ground to demonstrate how
events in the early decades of state-sponsored welfare directed at Dalits laid the groundwork for the
present day, where the postcolonial state and well-meaning social and religious reformers continue
to downplay Dalits' landlessness, violent suppression, and political subordination.
  key concepts in modern indian studies: Modern Indian Interpreters of the Bhagavad
Gita Robert N. Minor, 1986-09-30 This is a collection of careful, objective, historically sensitive
studies of modern commentators on the Bhagavadgita, one of the basic scriptures of Hinduism, and
one which has been widely read in the modern West. Experts on modern Indian religious thought
show how Ghandi, Vivekananda, Radhakrishnan, Bhaktivedanta, Aurobindo, Tilak, Bhave, Sivananda,
the Theosophists, and Bhankim read, used and interpreted the Gita. Collectively, the essays display
the different backgrounds and orientations of the major Indian thinkers of our time. An Introduction
and a Conclusion provide a perspective on the thinkers and identify common themes which are part
of modern emphases.
  key concepts in modern indian studies: Anglo-Indian Studies Siddha Mohana Mitra, 1913
  key concepts in modern indian studies: Indian Culture , 1939
  key concepts in modern indian studies: Indian Studies , 1964
  key concepts in modern indian studies: Art and Resistance: Studies in Modern Indian
Theatres Dorothy Figueira, 2019 This volume explores a possible framework with which one might
theoretically locate the issues inherent in the terms modern Indian theatre and looks at how
modernity in Indian theatre entails attempts of various Indian language groups to adjust to the
forced cohabitation with both foreign and indigenous traditions.
  key concepts in modern indian studies: The British National Bibliography Arthur James
Wells, 2009
  key concepts in modern indian studies: Contemporary Indian Literature , 1970
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