intro to law for paralegals

intro to law for paralegals is an essential foundation for anyone aspiring to
build a successful career in the legal field. Understanding the basics of law
equips paralegals with the knowledge needed to support attorneys, interpret
legal documents, and ensure compliance with court procedures. This
comprehensive article explores the role of paralegals, the core principles of
law they must master, and the major areas of legal practice. Readers will
discover how legal research and writing are crucial skills, the importance of
ethics and professionalism, and the practical aspects of working in a law
office. Whether you are considering a paralegal career or seeking to enhance
your legal expertise, this guide provides actionable insights and key
concepts every paralegal should know. Dive into the following sections to
gain a deeper understanding of the legal system and the indispensable
contributions of paralegals.

e Understanding the Role of Paralegals in Law

e Core Principles of Law for Paralegals

Major Legal Practice Areas Relevant to Paralegals

Legal Research and Writing Skills for Paralegals

Professional Ethics and Responsibilities

Practical Skills in a Law Office Environment

Understanding the Role of Paralegals in Law

Paralegals are vital members of the legal profession, serving as the backbone
of many law offices, corporate legal departments, and government agencies.
Their primary responsibility is to assist attorneys by performing substantive
legal work that requires knowledge of legal concepts, procedures, and
documentation. Intro to law for paralegals includes learning about their
scope of practice, which is defined by jurisdictional regulations and the
supervising attorney’s directives.

Key Responsibilities of Paralegals

e Drafting legal documents such as contracts, pleadings, and discovery
requests

e Conducting legal research and summarizing findings



e Managing case files and client communications
e Assisting in trial preparation and evidence organization

e Filing documents with courts and government agencies

While paralegals are prohibited from practicing law or giving legal advice,
their work is integral to the efficiency and effectiveness of legal teams.
Understanding these core responsibilities is fundamental for anyone beginning
an intro to law for paralegals.

Core Principles of Law for Paralegals

A foundational understanding of legal principles is essential for paralegals.
This includes knowledge of the sources of law, the structure of the legal
system, and basic legal terminology. Intro to law for paralegals covers
constitutional law, statutes, case law, and administrative regulations.
Paralegals must also grasp the hierarchy of courts and the distinction
between civil and criminal law.

Sources of Law

Paralegals encounter various sources of law in their duties. The most common
include constitutions, statutes enacted by legislative bodies, judicial
opinions, and administrative regulations. Recognizing the authority and
application of each source equips paralegals to accurately interpret legal
issues.

Legal Terminology and Concepts

Mastery of legal vocabulary is critical for effective communication and
document preparation. Terms such as plaintiff, defendant, tort, contract,
jurisdiction, and precedent are regularly used in legal settings. Intro to
law for paralegals ensures that aspiring professionals can confidently
navigate legal documents and conversations.

Major Legal Practice Areas Relevant to
Paralegals

Intro to law for paralegals includes exposure to the primary fields in which
paralegals work. Each practice area demands specialized knowledge and skills.
Understanding these areas helps paralegals choose a career path that aligns



with their interests and strengths.
Civil Litigation

Civil litigation is a common field for paralegals, involving disputes between
individuals or organizations. Paralegals assist in case management, evidence
gathering, and drafting pleadings.

Criminal Law

Paralegals in criminal law support attorneys in preparing for trials,
reviewing evidence, and ensuring compliance with procedural requirements.
Knowledge of criminal procedure and defense strategies is advantageous.

Family Law

Paralegals working in family law handle matters such as divorce, child
custody, and adoption. They help draft agreements, file petitions, and
communicate with clients during emotionally sensitive cases.

Corporate and Business Law

In corporate settings, paralegals manage contracts, assist with mergers and
acquisitions, and ensure regulatory compliance. Attention to detail and
understanding of business structures are essential.

Real Estate Law

Real estate paralegals oversee transactions, prepare closing documents, and
conduct title searches. Familiarity with property law and mortgage
regulations is beneficial.

Legal Research and Writing Skills for
Paralegals

Strong legal research and writing skills are indispensable for paralegals.
Intro to law for paralegals includes training in using legal databases,
analyzing statutes and case law, and drafting clear, persuasive documents.
These skills support attorneys in building solid arguments and ensuring
compliance with legal standards.



Effective Legal Research Techniques

1. Identifying relevant legal issues and questions
2. Using online and print legal resources
3. Evaluating the credibility of sources

4. Organizing research findings for attorneys

Legal Writing Best Practices

Paralegals must produce clear, concise, and accurate documents. This includes
memoranda, correspondence, and court filings. Proper grammar, logical
structure, and attention to detail are critical for professional
presentation.

Professional Ethics and Responsibilities

Intro to law for paralegals emphasizes the importance of ethics and

professionalism. Paralegals are bound by rules that ensure confidentiality,
integrity, and accountability within the legal field. Violations can result
in severe consequences for both the paralegal and the supervising attorney.

Key Ethical Principles

Maintaining client confidentiality

Avoiding conflicts of interest

Ensuring honesty in all professional interactions

Upholding the law and legal procedures

Recognizing the limits of paralegal authority

Adherence to ethical standards builds trust with clients and colleagues and
safeguards the integrity of the legal profession.



Practical Skills in a Law Office Environment

A successful paralegal must possess practical skills that support the daily
operations of a legal practice. Intro to law for paralegals covers office
management, technology proficiency, and effective communication.

Office Administration and Organization

Managing case files, calendars, and deadlines is a core function of
paralegals. Organizational skills ensure that documents are accessible and
that cases progress smoothly.

Technology in the Legal Field

Modern paralegals utilize case management software, e-discovery tools, and
document automation platforms. Staying current with legal technology enhances
productivity and accuracy.

Communication Skills

Paralegals interact with attorneys, clients, witnesses, and court personnel.
Clear, professional communication fosters collaboration and ensures that
information is relayed accurately.

Trending Questions and Answers about Intro to
Law for Paralegals

Q: What is the primary role of a paralegal in a law
firm?

A: The primary role of a paralegal in a law firm is to support attorneys by
conducting legal research, drafting documents, managing case files, and
assisting with trial preparation.

Q: What core legal principles should every paralegal
understand?

A: Every paralegal should understand sources of law (such as statutes, case
law, and regulations), the structure of the court system, basic legal
terminology, and the distinction between civil and criminal law.



Q: Which legal practice areas offer the most
opportunities for paralegals?

A: Civil litigation, criminal law, family law, corporate law, and real estate
law are among the major practice areas where paralegals are in high demand.

Q: How important is legal research for a paralegal’s
daily work?

A: Legal research is extremely important for paralegals, as it enables them
to find relevant laws, cases, and regulations needed to prepare legal
documents and support attorney strategies.

Q: What ethical standards must paralegals follow?

A: Paralegals must maintain client confidentiality, avoid conflicts of
interest, act honestly, and recognize the limits of their authority, as they
are not licensed to practice law.

Q: Why is legal writing a critical skill for
paralegals?

A: Legal writing is critical for paralegals because they must draft clear,
accurate, and persuasive documents that meet professional standards and court
requirements.

Q: Can paralegals give legal advice to clients?

A: No, paralegals are not authorized to give legal advice to clients; they
must work under the supervision of a licensed attorney.

Q: What technology skills should paralegals develop?

A: Paralegals should be proficient with case management software, e-discovery
tools, legal research databases, and document automation platforms.

Q: What are the main organizational tasks for
paralegals in a law office?

A: Main organizational tasks include managing case files, scheduling
deadlines, organizing evidence, and ensuring all documents are filed
correctly.



Q: How do ethics affect the work of paralegals?

A: Ethics affect the work of paralegals by guiding their professional
conduct, protecting client interests, and ensuring compliance with legal
standards.
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Intro to Law for Paralegals: A Comprehensive Guide

Aspiring paralegals, eager to launch successful legal careers, often find themselves overwhelmed by
the sheer breadth of legal knowledge required. This comprehensive guide, "Intro to Law for
Paralegals," provides a foundational understanding of key legal concepts crucial for success in this
dynamic field. We'll explore core areas of law, highlighting essential terminology and practical
applications relevant to your paralegal studies and future career. By the end of this post, you'll have
a solid grasp of the fundamental building blocks of the legal system and how they directly relate to
the paralegal profession.

Understanding the Legal System: Foundations for Paralegals

Before diving into specific areas of law, it's crucial to grasp the foundational structure of the legal
system itself. This section provides an overview of essential components that impact every legal
professional, including paralegals.

###4# 1. Sources of Law: A Hierarchy of Authority

The legal system relies on various sources, each with its own level of authority. This hierarchy
generally includes:

Constitutional Law: The supreme law of the land, establishing the framework of government and
individual rights. Paralegals must understand how constitutional principles influence cases.
Statutory Law: Laws passed by legislative bodies (federal, state, and local). Paralegals need to be
adept at researching and interpreting statutes relevant to their cases.

Administrative Law: Rules and regulations created by government agencies. Paralegals often assist
in navigating complex administrative processes.

Common Law: Judge-made law based on precedent (prior case decisions). Understanding common
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law principles is crucial for legal research and analysis.
###4# 2. Civil vs. Criminal Law: Key Differences and Applications

The legal world is broadly divided into civil and criminal law. Understanding their distinct
characteristics is essential for paralegals:

Civil Law: Deals with disputes between individuals or entities, focusing on compensation for harm.
Examples include contract disputes, personal injury claims, and property disputes. Paralegals play a
vital role in preparing documents, conducting legal research, and managing case files in civil
matters.

Criminal Law: Involves offenses against the state, aiming to punish wrongdoers. Paralegals may
assist in preparing for criminal trials, conducting investigations, and managing evidence.

##+#+# 3. The Court System: Navigating the Judicial Process
Paralegals frequently interact with the court system. Familiarity with the various court levels (trial
courts, appellate courts, supreme courts) and their respective jurisdictions is vital. This includes

understanding the processes of filing lawsuits, conducting discovery, and preparing for trials or
hearings.

Core Legal Areas Relevant to Paralegals

Now that we've established the fundamental legal framework, let's delve into specific areas of law
frequently encountered by paralegals:

#### 1. Contract Law: The Foundation of Agreements

Contract law governs agreements between parties. Paralegals often assist in drafting, reviewing,
and negotiating contracts. Understanding key elements like offer, acceptance, consideration, and
capacity is crucial.

#### 2. Tort Law: Addressing Wrongful Acts

Tort law deals with civil wrongs that cause harm to individuals. Paralegals frequently work on cases
involving negligence, defamation, and product liability. Understanding the different types of torts
and the elements required to prove them is essential.

#### 3. Property Law: Ownership and Rights

Property law encompasses both real property (land and buildings) and personal property (movable
possessions). Paralegals might assist with real estate transactions, landlord-tenant disputes, and
intellectual property matters.

#### 4. Family Law: Navigating Personal Relationships

Family law deals with matters such as marriage, divorce, child custody, and adoption. Paralegals in



this area assist with preparing legal documents, gathering evidence, and managing client
communications.

###+# 5. Criminal Law Procedures: Due Process and Investigation

Paralegals working in criminal law support attorneys in investigations, evidence gathering, and trial
preparation. A thorough understanding of due process rights and criminal procedure is critical.

Essential Skills for Paralegals

Beyond legal knowledge, certain skills are essential for successful paralegals:

Legal Research: Proficiency in using legal databases and conducting effective research is
paramount.

Document Drafting: Preparing legal documents accurately and efficiently is a core responsibility.
Client Communication: Effective communication with clients and other legal professionals is crucial.
Organization and Time Management: Paralegals often juggle multiple tasks, requiring strong
organizational skills.

Ethical Considerations: Maintaining professional ethics and confidentiality is of utmost importance.

Conclusion

This "Intro to Law for Paralegals" has provided a foundational overview of essential legal concepts
and their practical applications within the paralegal profession. By understanding the structure of
the legal system, core legal areas, and essential skills, aspiring paralegals can build a strong
foundation for a successful and rewarding career. Further specialized studies and on-the-job
experience will expand upon this knowledge, allowing you to become a highly effective and valuable
member of a legal team.

FAQs

1. What is the difference between a lawyer and a paralegal? Lawyers are licensed to practice law
and represent clients in court, while paralegals provide legal support under the supervision of an
attorney.

2. Do I need a law degree to be a paralegal? No, a law degree is not required. Many paralegals earn
an associate's or bachelor's degree in paralegal studies.



3. What types of jobs are available to paralegals? Paralegals work in various legal settings, including
law firms, corporations, government agencies, and non-profit organizations.

4. How can I improve my legal research skills? Practice using legal databases, attend workshops,
and seek mentorship from experienced paralegals or lawyers.

5. What are the ethical obligations of a paralegal? Paralegals must maintain client confidentiality,
avoid conflicts of interest, and adhere to the rules of professional conduct established by their
governing bodies.

intro to law for paralegals: Introduction to Law for Paralegals Katherine A. Currier,
Thomas E. Eimermann, Marisa S. Campbell, 2023-01-31 A thoughtful new edition of the leading
Introduction to Law for Paralegals text Introduction to Law for Paralegals: A Critical Thinking
Approach explores high-interest topics and cases within the framework of the authors' acclaimed
critical thinking approach. Hypotheticals, examples, and incisive questions shed light on both the
principle and application of the law. In a thoroughly updated new edition, this leading text in the
field continues to provide innovation and excellence. New to the Eighth Edition: Updated with
changes in the law, new NetNotes, and additional Discussion Questions and Legal Reasoning
Exercises. Criminal Law and Criminal Procedure are now directly after the chapter on Torts so that
instructors can better compare and contrast civil litigation and criminal law. Streamlined chapter
introducing the Study of Law and the Paralegal Profession. Professors and students will benefit
from: Comprehensive coverage of key legal concepts. Hypotheticals, questions, and exercises that
engage students in critical thinking. A logical three-part organization: Part I, Paralegals and the
American Legal System; Part II, Finding and Analyzing the Law and Part III, Legal Ethics and
Substantive Law. Student-friendly skill development for basic statutory and case analysis. Text is
readable without talking down to students. Structure of chapters ensures that students understand
and learn the material. Ethics Alerts, marginal definitions, Internet references, and legal reasoning
exercises. Appendices on writing style and citation, the U.S. Constitution, Ethical Codes, and
additional Net Notes.

intro to law for paralegals: Introduction to Law for Paralegals Katherine A. Currier,
Thomas E. Eimermann, 2019-02-26 Balancing practice and theory, Introduction to Law for
Paralegals: A Critical Thinking Approach offers a well-rounded introduction to law and the American
legal system. Currier, Eimermann, and Campbell’s thoughtfully revised seventh edition offers
comprehensive coverage combined with interesting topics, timely cases, and effective pedagogy.
Through hypotheticals, examples, and well-designed questions, the authors engage students in the
process of critical thinking and analysis. New to the Seventh Edition: Updated with changes in the
law, new NetNotes and Web Exercises, and additional Discussion Questions and Legal Reasoning
Exercises New case excerpts on trademark issues and the constitutionality of the disparagement
clause (Ch. 13); same-sex marriage, paternity, and custody disputes (Ch. 15); inducement to commit
suicide (Ch. 16); and cell phone privacy (Ch. 17) Revised chapter on Ethics, including revisions to
the ABA Rules of Professional Conduct, a discussion and comparison of rules of conduct and ethical
rules, the addition of notary public law, and a new ethics alert regarding client confidentiality
Discussion of defamation in the era of digital media and the Communication Decency Act of 1996,
contemporary torts in the digital age, and reference to the “MeToo” movement in Chapter 11 on
Torts New co-author, Marisa Campbell, brings her extensive experience in the paralegal field to the
book Professors and students will benefit from: Clear and effective organization—the text is divided
into three parts, reflecting the topics addressed in an introductory course: Part I, Paralegals and the
American Legal System; Part II, Finding and Analyzing the Law; and Part III, Legal Ethics and
Substantive Law A critical thinking approach that introduces students to the study of law,
encouraging them to interact with the materials through discussion questions and legal reasoning



exercises Text that is readable without talking down to students—the structure of chapters ensures
that students understand and learn the material Comprehensive coverage of key legal concepts
Effective and thoughtful pedagogy throughout, with chapter objectives, ethics alerts, marginal
definitions, internet references, and review questions Helpful appendices, including Fundamentals
of Good Writing and Basics of Citation Form

intro to law for paralegals: Introduction to Law for Paralegals Neal R. Bevans, 2004 Now
there is an introductory text for paralegals that covers the theory as well as the practical aspects of
everyday legal practice. INTRODUCTION TO LAW FOR PARALEGALS presents a succinct and
revealing examination of what paralegals do in legal practice and how they do it. Instructors will
appreciate the skillful presentation of this exciting new text : iquest; the first half of the book
captures student attention by addressing practical applications, such as legal research, trials, and
appellate issues; the second half explores substantive legal issues ranging from personal injury and
contracts to intellectual property iquest; the clear, engaging writing highlights the positive aspects
of the legal profession and communicates the authoriquest;s enthusiasm For The legal field iquest;
the text emphasizes practical skill acquisition in conjunction with substantive legal issues iquest;
excellent end-of-chapter activities, such as chapter summaries, review questions, discussion
questions, web references, ethics discussions, suggestions for further reading, sample documents,
and iquest;personality quizzesiquest; that help students determine which area of the law is most
appropriate for them, that hold student interest iquest; shorter length and appropriate level of
material make the text ideal for Associateiquest;s level paralegal courses iquest; strong ancillary
package includes an Instructoriquest;s Manual with sample syllabi for courses of different lengths;
additional questions and practice exercises, and suggestions for designing online courses; a
comprehensive test bank (also available on CD); and PowerPoint slides INTRODUCTION TO LAW
FOR PARALEGALS is uniquely reader-friendly: iquest; the author defines key terms and phrases on
the spot iquest; inset boxes explore important concepts iquest; special chapter features such as
iquest;Skills You Need in the Real Worldiquest; and iquest;Issues at a Glanceiquest; encapsulate
important topics iquest; numerous examples, figures, tables, and hypotheticals reinforce
understanding and appeal to different student learning styles

intro to law for paralegals: Introduction to Law for Paralegals Katherine A. Currier, 2001

intro to law for paralegals: Introduction to Law for Paralegals Currier, Eimermann,
2011-10-01

intro to law for paralegals: Introduction to Law for Paralegals Neal R. Bevans, 2013-05-30

intro to law for paralegals: Introduction to Law for Paralegals Katherine A. Currier,
Thomas E. Eimermann, 2000-12

intro to law for paralegals: Introduction to the Law for Paralegals Deborah Benton,
2006-10-02 Innovative and engaging, this textbook is written for the student who is just starting a
paralegal degree program. It provides simple and concise explanations of legal concepts and topics,
encouraging students to develop critical thinking skills by applying the legal principles to numerous
problems and exercises contained in each chapter. This book introduces students to the major
substantive areas of law that will be covered in depth in subsequent courses. The Paralegal
Supersite Site

intro to law for paralegals: Introduction to Law for Paralegals Neal R. Bevans, 2023-09-14
Now in its Fifth Edition, Introduction to Law for Paralegals balances substantive law with
work-based knowledge and skills. From the basics of the U.S. legal system to personal injury,
contracts, and intellectual property, Neal R. Bevans brings it all into focus through clear writing,
realistic examples, and engaging exercises. With features like Skills You Need in the Real World and
Issues at a Glance, the transition from classroom to law firm will be smooth sailing. New to the Fifth
Edition: New and updated cases Discussion of current technology and its use in legal practice New
Web Surfing feature with websites for further reading Professors and students will benefit from:
Essential paralegal skills and legal procedure, presented in conjunction with substantive areas of
law Part I introduces students to the legal system, with coverage of ethics, evidence, working in the




law office, trials, and appeals Part II covers substantive law, including torts, contracts, criminal law,
administrative law, real property, wills and trusts, family law, intellectual property, and agency law
Part III gives an overview of legal research and writing A succinct and direct writing style Exercises
that develop paralegal skills, integrated throughout the text A design for learning on every page,
including definitions of legal terms and phrases, inset boxes that illuminate concepts, examples,
visual aids, chapter summaries, sample documents, case excerpts, and more End-of-chapter
exercises and practice questions for test review help students master the material

intro to law for paralegals: Introduction to Paralegalism: Perspectives, Problems and Skills
William Statsky, 2015-02-02 Master the hands-on skills you'll need to succeed in a modern law office
with INTRODUCTION TO PARALEGALISM, 8e. Ten critical skills are covered in the book: identifying
legal issues, breaking rules into elements,applying rules to facts interviewing clients, investigating
facts, digesting discovery documents, providing litigation assistance, researching the law, drafting
documents, and representing clients at administrative agencies where authorized by law.Packed
with real-life insights and real-world examples,the text helps you understand the ethical guidelines
that lawyers and paralegals must follow and covers the efforts underway to regulate the profession
in legislatures, courts, bar associations, and paralegal associations. Important Notice: Media content
referenced within the product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook
version.

intro to law for paralegals: Introduction to Law & Paralegal Studies Connie Scuderi, 2007
Scuderi's Introduction to Law & Paralegal Studies teaches the basic skills paralegals will need when
working in the field using pratical, uncomplicated approach. The material is directly applicable,
providing an accurate sense of what paralegals do. The text provides basic coverage of the topics
most important for a beginning paralegal student. The Paralegal Supersite Site

intro to law for paralegals: Intro to Law for Paralegals Katherine A. Currier, Thomas E.
Eimermann, 2005-09-01

intro to law for paralegals: Employment Law for Paralegals Kathryn J. Filsinger, NETTA.
ROMANO, 2018-12

intro to law for paralegals: Introduction to Law for Paralegals Neal R. Bevans, 2020-09-15
Now in its Fourth Edition, Introduction to Law for Paralegals balances substantive law with
work-based knowledge and skills. From the basics of the U.S. legal system, to personal injury,
contracts and intellectual property, Neal R. Bevans brings it all into focus through clear writing,
realistic examples, and engaging exercises. With features like Skills You Need in the Real World and
Issues at a Glance, the transition from classroom to law firm will be smooth sailing. New to the
Fourth Edition: Coverage of agency Streamlined coverage of legal research and writing Updated
cases Discussion of current technology and its use in legal practice End-of-chapter exercises and
practice questions for test review help students master the material Professors and students will
benefit from: Essential paralegal skills and legal procedure, presented in conjunction with
substantive areas of law Part I introduces students to the legal system, with coverage of ethics,
evidence, working in the law office, trials, and appeals Part II covers substantive law, including
torts, contracts, criminal law, administrative law, real property, wills and trusts, family law,
intellectual property, and agency law Part III gives an overview of legal research and writing A
succinct and direct writing style Exercises that develop paralegal skills, integrated throughout the
text A design for learning on every page, including definitions of legal terms and phrases, inset
boxes that illuminate concepts, examples, visual aids, chapter summaries, sample documents, case
excerpts, and more

intro to law for paralegals: Iml Intro to Law F/Paralegals Walston-Dunham, 2002-01-01
Introduction to Law for Paralegals is written for the college-level student who requires a base-level
understanding of the major areas of law. It also addresses the way in which the state and federal
governments function. While the text is geared to the role of the paralegal, it is an excellent survey
of the legal system for all disciplines of study, including pre-law, legal studies, business
administration, and accounting programs. Topics include the Development of the American Legal




System, Creation of Legal Principles, Legal Analysis, Civil Lawsuits, The Development and Role of
Today's Paralegal, The Process of Legal Research, Tort Law in America, Law of Probate and Estates,
Contract Law, Law of Real and Personal Property, Law of Domestic Relationships, and Criminal Law
and Procedure.

intro to law for paralegals: Introduction to Paralegal Studies Katherine A. Currier, Thomas
E. Eimermann, Marisa S. Campbell, 2021-01-31 Introduction to Paralegal Studies: A Critical
Thinking Approach frames concepts and practice within the authors’ trademark design for learning
that fosters critical thinking and analysis. This comprehensive, intelligent text offers an introduction
to law and legal concepts combined with practical information about what paralegals actually do in
the legal system. A critical thinking approach is used to introduce students to the study of law,
encouraging them to interact with the materials through hypotheticals, examples, and discussion
questions. New to the Seventh Edition: Several organizational changes make the book even easier to
use: Criminal Law and Procedure was split into two chapter. This change made the chapters more
manageable for students to read and understand. The authors made it easier to compare and
contrast Criminal Law and Criminal Procedure with Civil Litigation and Torts by grouping these
chapters together. This also provides a more natural flow to the topics that follow in the chapter on
Specialized Practice Areas. Thorough updates throughout with new and expanded topics and
discussions of recent court decisions. Includes changes that have occurred in the legal profession
due to COVID-19. New Legal Reasoning exercises, Discussion Questions, Review Questions, and
updated the Web Exercises. Enhanced section on executive power Updated to cover the 21st edition
of The Bluebook (published July, 2020.) Professors and student will benefit from: Comprehensive
coverage of all the key topics typically included in the introductory course, in four parts: Part I:
Paralegals and the American Legal System; Part II: Substance of the Law; Part IIl: Legal Analysis
and Research; Part IV: Paralegals and the Work World. Critical thinking approach teaches students
not only the facts about the law, but also how to apply it. Pedagogy includes ethics alerts, marginal
definitions, reasoning exercises, hypotheticals, and examples. Coverage of specialized practice areas
such as business, employment, immigration, real estate, and family law. Paralegal profiles provide
context and real-world perspective. Well-written, teachable book with comprehensive coverage and
thoughtful pedagogy. Text is readable without talking down to students. Structure of chapters
ensures that students understand and learn the material. Author team brings a wealth of experience
to the book. Strong ancillary materials enhance the book’s carefully crafted content.

intro to law for paralegals: Introduction to Law Jaap Hage, Antonia Waltermann, Bram
Akkermans, 2017-08-07 This book is exceptional in the sense that it provides an introduction to law
in general rather than the law of one specific jurisdiction, and it presents a unique way of looking at
legal education. It is crucial for lawyers to be aware of the different ways in which societal problems
can be solved and to be able to discuss the advantages and disadvantages of different legal
solutions. In this respect, being a lawyer involves being able to reason like a lawyer, even more than
having detailed knowledge of particular sets of rules. Introduction to Law reflects this view by
focusing on the functions of rules and on ways of arguing the relative qualities of alternative legal
solutions. Where ‘positive’ law is discussed, the emphasis is on the legal questions that must be
addressed by a field of law and on the different solutions which have been adopted by, for instance,
the common law and civil law tradition. The law of specific jurisdictions is discussed to illustrate
possible answers to questions such as when the existence of a valid contract is assumed.

intro to law for paralegals: Introduction to Law for Paralegals Aspen, Katherine A. Currier,
Eimermann, 2001-03-01

intro to law for paralegals: Practical Contract Law for Paralegals Laurel A. Vietzen,
2016-07-08 Practical Contract Law for Paralegals: An Activities-Based Approach is a comprehensive,
practical introduction to environmental law written exclusively for paralegal students. The concise,
well-written text focuses on a broad understanding of the sources of environmental law and offers
students numerous practical exercises as well as concrete methods for researching the law. It also
includes methods for conducting due diligence in real estate transactions, a real-world concern of




paralegals and a topic ignored by other textbooks. The Second Edition offers thoroughly updated
exercises, websites, government forms and laws, and includes a new chapter on mining law.
Features of Practical Contract Law for Paralegals: An Activities-Based Approach: Accessible,
practical approach to environmental law, specifically designed for the paralegal student.
Comprehensive coverage includes the basics of the judicial concepts, policies, agencies and
institutions that shape environmental law A brief overview of legal research and how it applies to
environmental law. Intuitive organization starts with the implementation and sources of
Environmental Law and moves on to specific statutes. Emphasis on conducting due diligence in real
estate transactions, a real-world concern of paralegals and a topic no other book addresses.
Engaging hands-on assignments, exercises and website resources teach students how to research
local laws and access vital information. Strong pedagogical features reinforce the material, including
crossword puzzles, key terms, review questions, and practice exercises. Features employment
opportunities and ethical issues Thoroughly updated, the revised Second Edition includes: New
chapter on mining law. Thoroughly updated exercises, government forms, laws, and websites.

intro to law for paralegals: Introduction to Law & Paralegal Studies Connie Farrell
Scuderi, 2008

intro to law for paralegals: Introduction to the Law for Paralegals Deborah S. Benton,
2008

intro to law for paralegals: Paralegal Career For Dummies Scott A. Hatch, Lisa Zimmer
Hatch, 2011-03-03 Apply important legal concepts and skills you need to succeed Get educated, land
a job, and start making money now! Want a new career as a paralegal but don't know where to
start? Relax! Paralegal Career For Dummies is the practical, hands-on guide to all the basics -- from
getting certified to landing a job and getting ahead. Inside, you'll find all the tools you need to
succeed, including a CD packed with sample memos, forms, letters, and more! Discover how to *
Secure your ideal paralegal position * Pick the right area of the law for you * Prepare documents for
litigation * Conduct legal research * Manage a typical law office Sample resumes, letters, forms,
legal documents, and links to online legal resources. Please see the CD-ROM appendix for details
and complete system requirements.

intro to law for paralegals: Synthesis Margaret Elizabeth McCallum, Christina L. Kunz,
Deborah A. Schmedemann, 2003

intro to law for paralegals: The Study of Law Katherine A. Currier, Thomas E. Eimermann,
2016 The latest edition of The Study of Law: A Critical Thinking Approach offers a comprehensive,
intelligent overview of all the key concepts covered in a typical introduction to law course. A critical
thinking approach is used to introduce students to the study of law, encouraging students to interact
with the materials through hypotheticals, examples, and well-designed questions. The text is divided
into two parts, reflecting the topics addressed in an introductory course. Part I, Introduction to the
Legal System, introduces students to the sources and classification of law, the structure of the court
system, and an overview of litigation. Part II: Basic Legal Concepts, covers the basics of analysis and
interpretation of the law, followed by chapters on substantive law. Key Features of the New Edition:
Teaches students the basic skills necessary to understand statutes and court cases Strong pedagogy
reinforces well-written text presented in an accessible and well-organized format Edited cases are
included in every chapter to teach students how to read and analyze the law New coverage includes:
the Boston Marathon bombing case, the Affordable Care Act, and trademark issues involving the
Washington Redskins, e-filing and e-discovery, discussion of same-sex marriage and custody disputes
over pre-embryos, and crimes of unauthorized access of computer data and warrantless searches of
cell phones

intro to law for paralegals: Paralegal Certificate Course Workbook Kirk, 2010

intro to law for paralegals: Basic Labor and Employment Law For Paralegals Clyde E. Craig,
2022-12-26 An effective teaching and learning text, Basic Labor and Employment Law for Paralegals
covers all the essential elements in depth and breadth in a rational three part structure. Introduction
to Labor and Employment Law examines the historical development of labor and employment law in




America alongside the nature of the employment relationship. Labor-Management Relations in the
Union Setting shows how American labor law regulates labor-management relations and includes
methods of selecting collective bargaining representatives, unfair labor practices by employers and
unions, economic weapons in labor disputes and the formation and administration of labor contracts.
Employment Discrimination deals with the various forms of discrimination and the methods and
procedures of pursuing employment discrimination claims. To underscore concepts and ensure
student understanding, each chapter features marginal definitions, fact scenarios illustrating the
concepts, and questions about specific facts for the students to consider. Answers to the fact
scenarios are included at the end of each chapter. Discussion questions and exercises are provided
to help students apply the concepts, and engaging case excerpts give them experience with case
analysis. The Second Edition has been completely updated to include new material analyzing the
Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009, a federal statute amending the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
Additional new material discusses the Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act, a federal statute
prohibiting employment discrimination on the basis of genetic information. Fresh case references
and examples appear throughout the text. Hallmark features of Basic Labor and Employment Law
for Paralegals: Covers all essential elements of United States labor and employment law in depth
Divided into three sections o Introduction to Labor and Employment Law historical development of
labor and employment law in America nature of the employment relationship o Labor-Management
Relations in the Union Setting how labor law regulates labor-management relations methods of
selecting collective bargaining representatives unfair labor practices by employers and unions
economic weapons in labor disputes the formation and administration of labor contracts o
Employment Discrimination various forms of employment discrimination in American law methods
and procedures of pursuing employment discrimination claims Chapter pedagogy o marginal
definitions o fact scenarios illustrating the concepts

intro to law for paralegals: Legal Literacy Archie Zariski, 2014-10-01 To understand how the
legal system works, students must consider the law in terms of its structures, processes, language,
and modes of thought and argument—in short, they must become literate in the field. Legal Literacy
fulfills this aim by providing a foundational understanding of key concepts such as legal personhood,
jurisdiction, and precedent, and by introducing students to legal research and writing skills.
Examples of cases, statutes, and other legal materials support these concepts. While Legal Literacy
is an introductory text, it also challenges students to consider critically the system they are studying.
Touching on significant socio-legal issues such as access to justice, legal jargon, and plain language,
Zariski critiques common legal traditions and practices, and analyzes what it means “to think like a
lawyer.” As such, the text provides a sound basis for those who wish to pursue further studies in law
or legal studies as well as those seeking a better understanding of how the legal field relates to the
society that it serves.

intro to law for paralegals: Introduction to Law Henry R. Cheeseman, 2005 This complete
introduction to law places emphasis on ethics and international issues, showing readers how to
engage in ethical, analytical reasoning with every topic from legal fundamentals to areas of
substantive law. The features of this book encourage readers to apply critical thinking,
organizational and summation skills, and legal research tools to solve specific legal problems. KEY
TOPICS: The American court system, criminal law and ethics, contracts and E-Commerce, family
law, real and personal property, agency, employment, and equal opportunity law, intellectual
property and internet law, and administrative law, consumer, investor, and environmental
protection. MARKET: For paralegals, legal assistants, lawyers, and all legal professionals.

intro to law for paralegals: Family Law for Paralegals J. Shoshanna Ehrlich, 2013
Thoughtful and carefully-written, Family Law for Paralegals presents the nuts-and-bolts in a relevant
historical framework with exposure to some of the most dynamic issues in family law today. The
comprehensive coverage balances the basic issues of marriage and divorce with cutting-edge
concerns such as non-marital families, child abuse and neglect, and same-sex marriage. Helpful
real-life examples and sample forms show students what they will encounter in practice. Useful



pedagogy helps students develop their critical thinking and writing skills, and a range of
assignments in each chapter provides practice in research, analysis, memo-writing, and
argumentation. Fresh new cases enliven the Sixth Edition. New material features changes in the law
relating to same-sex marriage as well as technological innovations such as e-filings for divorce. A
new discussion of divorce and military families is presented, and issues related to international
families are explored. The Sixth Edition covers all the new rulings on the Defense of Marriage Act
(DOMA.) Features: nuts-and-bolts of family law in relevant historical framework with exposure to
dynamic, contemporary issues comprehensive coverage fundamental issues of marriage and divorce
cutting-edge concerns: non-marital families, child abuse and neglect, and same-sex marriage real-life
examples and sample forms preview actual practice useful pedagogy helps students develop critical
thinking and writing skills summaries key terms review and discussion questions range of
assignments for practice in research, analysis, memo writing, and argumentation Thoroughly
updated, the revised Sixth Edition presents: fresh new cases current changes in the laws relating to
same-sex marriage new coverage of technological innovations, such as e-filings for divorce
discussion of divorce and military families legal issues related to international families new rulings
on the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA)

intro to law for paralegals: Civil Law and Litigation for Paralegals Neal R. Bevans,
2016-09-20 Civil Law and Litigation for Paralegals is a comprehensive text designed specifically for
paralegal civil litigation courses. Author Neal Bevans not only teaches the basics of civil litigation,
but also gives students the opportunity to learn skills they will use in practice. In a balanced
approach, Bevans covers all the key topics paralegals need to know in an easy-to-read and engaging
style that utilizes numerous examples and illustrations but never overwhelms the student. The text
provides students with an in-depth analysis of a wide variety of civil cases, beginning with laying out
the basic foundation of the American legal system. It proceeds through the investigation and
implementation of a civil case, and follows the case through to appeal. The text balances the
theoretical underpinnings of the law with the practical examples and hands-on experience that all
students need to completely understand the topic. The helpful pedagogy throughout the book and a
comprehensive teaching package make class preparation as easy as possible. Features: Clear
introduction to the fundamentals of civil litigation for paralegal students. Provides students with an
in-depth analysis of a wide variety of civil cases, laying out the basic foundation of the American
legal system, proceeding through the investigation and implementation of a civil case, and following
the case through to appeal. Designed to help prepare students for the practical world of divorces,
car wreck cases, and medical malpractice claims that they will see every day in civil practice. Each
chapter presents students with examples of the important role that paralegals play in every stage of
civil litigation, from client intake to bringing an appeal. Understandable writing style with strong
pedagogy, resulting in a teachable and accessible text. Each chapter includes Practice Pointers,
Search Suggestions, Tech Topics, and Legal Legwork boxes, along with case excerpts, forms, and
ethics. Helpful pedagogy includes Chapter Objectives that focus learning and review, Boldfaced key
terms and marginal definitions for convenient reference, Review questions at the end of each
chapter, and references to web sites that facilitate legal research

intro to law for paralegals: Oran's Dictionary of the Law Daniel Oran, Mark Tosti, 2008 This
book gives the reader the core of each legal idea and helps them understand the American legal
system as well as how to approach research tasks. It precisely explains contracts, laws, court
decisions, and lawyers. It also includes a section on computerized legal research and overhauled
sections on bankruptcy, intellectual property, litigation support, national security and other rapidly
changing subject areas.

intro to law for paralegals: Introduction to Law in Canada John Fairlie, Philip James
Sworden, 2019 The textbook is an overview of Canada's legal system, meets LSO guidelines, and will
serve as a comprehensive, all-in-one resource aimed at colleges and universities.--Résumé de
1'éditeur.

intro to law for paralegals: Community Paralegals and the Pursuit of Justice Vivek Maru,




Varun Gauri, 2020-11-26 The United Nations estimates that four billion people worldwide live
outside the protection of the law. These people can be driven from their land, intimidated by
violence, and excluded from society. This book is about community paralegals - sometimes called
barefoot lawyers - who demystify law and empower people to advocate for themselves. These
paralegals date back to 1950s South Africa and are active today in many countries, but their role has
largely been ignored by researchers. Community Paralegals and the Pursuit of Justice is the first
book on the subject. Focusing on paralegal movements in six countries, Vivek Maru, Varun Gauri,
and their coauthors have collected rich, vivid stories of paralegals helping people to take on
injustice, from domestic violence to unlawful mining to denial of wages. From these stories emerges
evidence of what works and how. The insights in the book will be of immense value in the global
fight for universal justice. This title is also available as Open Access.

intro to law for paralegals: An Introduction to the Law of Contracts Martin A. Frey, Terry H.
Bitting, Phyllis Hurley Frey, 2000 The third edition of this well-respected text presents a road-map
approach for thinking about contracts problems. Steps in the road map include choice of law,
contract formation, unenforceable contracts, breach of contract, and plaintiff's remedies. The rules
of the law are presented first as theory, followed by and example and either a paralegal exercises or
a case so that students can relate the abstract to a concrete set of facts. The text also teaches
students how to analyze a contracts problem using common law and a code approach (articles 1 and
2 of the UCCQC).

intro to law for paralegals: Legal Research Margaret Helen Kerr, JoAnn Kurtz, Arlene Blatt,
2017-11 This book offers students a comprehensive guide to conducting legal research in paralegal
and law clerk programs.--

intro to law for paralegals: Contract and Tort Law for Paralegals Carolyn MacLean,
Laurence M. Olivo, Jean Fitzgerald, 2018

intro to law for paralegals: Working with the Residential Tenancies Act John W. Dickie, David
Lyman (Lawyer), 2022 Working with the Residential Tenancies Act introduces legal students to the
protection and enforcement of rights of both landlords and tenants under the Residential Tenancies
Act as well as the practice of representing residential landlords and tenants at the Ontario Landlord
and Tenant Board. Through the course of the text the reader becomes familiar with the different
types of tenancies and gain an understanding of the relationship between landlord and tenant. The
book will also walk the reader though all the procedures involved with various landlord, tenant
applications.--

intro to law for paralegals: Family Law JoAnn Kurtz, 2018-02 This text gives students a
detailed foundation of family law in Ontario and presents a comprehensive overview of both
substantive law and practice and procedure in the area and offers a special focus on the practical
skills that law clerks require in a family law practice.--

intro to law for paralegals: Legal Research and Writing Robert P. O'Neill, 2016-01-26 KEY
BENEFIT: Legal Research and Writing: A Practical Approach for Paralegals introduces readers to
the process of legal research and writing with a very readable, yet thorough, step-by-step approach.
Students will become proficient in legal research through easy-to-understand text and helpful visual
aids, the application of learned concepts to a recurring case study, as well as many practical and
engaging problems and fact-based exercises. Utilizing both print and online sources, students will
learn how to conduct legal research with maximum results. The text provides a unique guided
approach to Westlaw® and Lexis® instruction and a comprehensive case study where students must
apply the skills they've learned throughout the course. They will learn where to find the law, as well
as how to effectively read, understand, analyze, and apply the law to any given fact pattern. In
addition, detailed instruction is provided on the rules for quality writing and the important and
practical skills of legal analysis, proofreading, editing, and cite-checking. In short, this book will
equip the student with all the necessary tools needed to complete any basic legal research
assignment. KEY TOPICS: Practical Approach, Research Fundamentals, Step-by-Step Process,
Comprehensive, Case Study, My Law MARKET: For courses in legal research and writing.




intro to law for paralegals: Canadian Immigration and Refugee Law for Legal Professionals
Lynn Fournier-Ruggles, 2022 The fifth edition of Canadian Immigration and Refugee Law for Legal
Professionals presents the complexities of the principles and processes of immigration, refugee, and
citizenship law in an approachable, user-friendly format. It uses clear language, multiple examples,
process charts, fact scenarios, and legal cases to break down and contextualize the law. This allows
readers to clearly understand and apply what they have learned.--
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