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jackie robinson is a name that resonates far beyond the baseball diamond.
Renowned for breaking the color barrier in Major League Baseball, Robinson's
legacy extends into civil rights, sports history, and American culture. This
article explores the multifaceted life and career of Jackie Robinson, from
his early years and groundbreaking debut with the Brooklyn Dodgers to his
enduring impact on racial equality and his influence on future generations.
Readers will gain insight into his athletic achievements, personal
challenges, and the ongoing significance of his contributions. Whether you're
a sports enthusiast or interested in American history, this comprehensive
guide provides an authoritative overview of Jackie Robinson's legacy and the
lasting mark he left on society.
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Early Life and Background of Jackie Robinson

Family and Childhood

Jackie Robinson was born on January 31, 1919, in Cairo, Georgia. Raised in
Pasadena, California, Robinson was the youngest of five children in a family
led by his mother, Mallie Robinson. Despite facing economic hardship and
racial prejudice, Jackie’s family emphasized education and perseverance.
Growing up in a predominantly white neighborhood, Robinson became acutely
aware of the realities of segregation and discrimination, experiences that
shaped his determination and resilience.



Education and Athletic Talent

Robinson attended John Muir High School and Pasadena Junior College, where he
excelled in multiple sports, including football, basketball, track, and
baseball. His athletic prowess earned him a spot at UCLA, making history as
the university’s first athlete to letter in four varsity sports. Robinson’s
versatility and leadership qualities were apparent early on, foreshadowing
his future success and his ability to overcome adversity both on and off the
field.

Breaking the Color Barrier in Major League
Baseball

Signing with the Brooklyn Dodgers

Jackie Robinson’s entry into Major League Baseball was a historic milestone.
In 1945, Branch Rickey, general manager of the Brooklyn Dodgers, signed
Robinson to the Dodgers’ minor league affiliate, the Montreal Royals.
Rickey’s decision was rooted in both social progress and competitive
advantage, recognizing Robinson’s exceptional skills and character. After a
successful season in Montreal, Robinson was called up to the Dodgers in 1947,
officially breaking the color barrier in MLB.

Historic MLB Debut

On April 15, 1947, Jackie Robinson made his debut at Ebbets Field, becoming
the first African American to play in the modern era of Major League
Baseball. Robinson’s arrival was met with mixed reactions, from teammates and
fans alike. Despite hostility, threats, and intense scrutiny, Robinson
maintained professionalism and composure, setting an example for athletes
everywhere. His debut marked a pivotal moment not only in sports but in
American social history.

First African American MLB player in the modern era

Faced resistance from fans, players, and managers

Received support from key teammates such as Pee Wee Reese



Career Highlights and Achievements

Rookie Season Success

Jackie Robinson’s rookie season was remarkable both statistically and
symbolically. He played 151 games, recording a .297 batting average, 12 home
runs, and 48 runs batted in (RBIs). His speed and strategic base running led
the National League in stolen bases. Robinson was named the inaugural Rookie
of the Year, a testament to his outstanding performance and resilience under
pressure.

Major League Accolades

Throughout his ten-season career with the Brooklyn Dodgers, Robinson
accumulated numerous accolades. He was a six-time All-Star, won the National
League Most Valuable Player (MVP) award in 1949, and helped the Dodgers
secure six National League pennants and one World Series title in 1955.
Robinson finished his career with a .311 batting average, 137 home runs, and
197 stolen bases, cementing his status as one of baseball’s greatest players.

Rookie of the Year (1947)1.

National League MVP (1949)2.

Six-time All-Star (1949–1954)3.

World Series Champion (1955)4.

Career batting average: .3115.

Challenges Faced On and Off the Field

Enduring Racism and Adversity

Jackie Robinson’s journey was fraught with adversity. He faced racial slurs,
threats, and exclusion from hotels and restaurants. Opposing teams and fans
often targeted him with hostility, testing his resolve. Despite these
obstacles, Robinson adhered to a code of conduct, refusing to retaliate and
focusing on his performance. His ability to withstand abuse elevated his
stature as a trailblazer for racial equality.



Personal Sacrifice and Mental Toughness

Robinson’s commitment extended beyond the field. He endured immense pressure
to represent the African American community with dignity and restraint. The
emotional toll was significant, impacting his family and personal life.
Through unwavering mental toughness, Robinson confronted injustice and
inspired others to challenge discrimination in all forms.

Jackie Robinson’s Impact on Civil Rights

Advocacy and Social Change

Jackie Robinson’s significance transcends baseball. As a prominent public
figure, he advocated for civil rights, speaking out against segregation and
inequality. Robinson leveraged his platform to support the NAACP and
participate in marches and campaigns for social justice. His courage and
activism positioned him as a role model in the fight for equality.

Influence on Future Generations

Robinson’s legacy paved the way for future athletes of color, inspiring
integration in sports and beyond. His story is a cornerstone for discussions
about race, opportunity, and perseverance. Countless athletes, including
Willie Mays and Hank Aaron, credit Robinson as an influence on their careers,
highlighting his lasting impact on sports and society.

Legacy and Cultural Influence

Symbolism in American Culture

Jackie Robinson is a symbol of courage, resilience, and progress. His story
is widely taught in schools, depicted in films and literature, and referenced
in discussions about social change. Robinson’s number 42 has become a
legendary icon, representing the fight against discrimination and the pursuit
of excellence.

Ongoing Recognition

Robinson’s influence continues to be felt in the realms of sports, civil



rights, and American history. Annual celebrations, educational programs, and
community initiatives are dedicated to his memory. Major League Baseball
honors Robinson’s legacy through Jackie Robinson Day, where all players wear
the number 42 in tribute to his contributions.

Honors and Commemorations

Retirement of Number 42

In 1997, Major League Baseball retired Jackie Robinson’s number 42 across all
teams, an unprecedented honor reflecting his unique role in sports history.
This gesture underscores Robinson’s enduring legacy and the respect he
commands within the baseball community.

Awards and Memorials

Robinson has been recognized with numerous awards and memorials. He was
inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1962 and received posthumous
honors, including the Presidential Medal of Freedom and the Congressional
Gold Medal. Statues, schools, and stadiums bear his name, ensuring that his
legacy remains prominent for generations to come.

Baseball Hall of Fame Induction (1962)

Presidential Medal of Freedom (1984)

Congressional Gold Medal (2005)

Jackie Robinson Day (April 15 each year)

Numerous museums, schools, and public spaces named in his honor

Questions and Answers about Jackie Robinson

Q: What year did Jackie Robinson break the color
barrier in MLB?
A: Jackie Robinson broke the color barrier in Major League Baseball in 1947
when he debuted with the Brooklyn Dodgers.



Q: What position did Jackie Robinson primarily play?
A: Jackie Robinson primarily played second base during his Major League
Baseball career.

Q: Why is Jackie Robinson’s number 42 significant?
A: Number 42 is significant because it was Jackie Robinson’s jersey number,
and it has been retired across all Major League Baseball teams to honor his
legacy.

Q: What awards did Jackie Robinson receive during
his career?
A: Jackie Robinson received several awards, including Rookie of the Year
(1947), National League MVP (1949), and six All-Star selections.

Q: How did Jackie Robinson impact the civil rights
movement?
A: Jackie Robinson used his platform to advocate for civil rights,
participate in marches, and support organizations like the NAACP, helping
raise awareness and drive social change.

Q: What is Jackie Robinson Day?
A: Jackie Robinson Day is celebrated annually on April 15, when all MLB
players wear number 42 to honor his legacy and impact on baseball and
society.

Q: Was Jackie Robinson inducted into the Baseball
Hall of Fame?
A: Yes, Jackie Robinson was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1962.

Q: Which team did Jackie Robinson play for during
his MLB career?
A: Jackie Robinson played for the Brooklyn Dodgers throughout his Major
League Baseball career.



Q: What challenges did Jackie Robinson face as the
first African American MLB player?
A: Jackie Robinson faced racial slurs, threats, exclusion, and hostility from
fans and players, but he overcame these challenges with perseverance and
professionalism.

Q: How has Jackie Robinson’s legacy influenced
modern athletes?
A: Jackie Robinson’s legacy inspired generations of athletes by breaking
barriers, promoting equality, and demonstrating the importance of integrity
and courage in sports.

Jackie Robinson
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Jackie Robinson: Breaking Barriers and Inspiring
Generations

Jackie Robinson. The name alone evokes images of courage, resilience, and unwavering
determination. More than just a baseball player, Robinson was a pivotal figure in the American Civil
Rights Movement, shattering racial barriers and leaving an indelible mark on history. This
comprehensive post delves deep into his life, career, and enduring legacy, exploring the challenges
he faced, the triumphs he achieved, and the lasting impact he continues to have on society today.
We'll examine his remarkable athletic abilities, his unwavering commitment to social justice, and the
profound influence he exerted on the fight for equality. Get ready to discover the multifaceted story
of a true American hero.

The Early Years: Forging Strength and Character

Jackie Roosevelt Robinson was born in Cairo, Georgia, in 1919. His early life, marked by racial
segregation and systemic discrimination, instilled in him a strong sense of justice and a
determination to overcome adversity. He excelled both academically and athletically, showcasing

https://fc1.getfilecloud.com/t5-w-m-e-06/files?ID=VXH19-4936&title=jackie-robinson.pdf
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exceptional talent in several sports. His experiences at UCLA, where he thrived as a multi-sport
athlete, highlighted his versatility and competitive spirit. These formative years shaped his
character, providing the foundation for the courage he would later display in the face of immense
pressure and prejudice.

Navigating Segregation: A Crucible of Character

The pervasive segregation of the Jim Crow South deeply impacted Robinson's upbringing. He
witnessed firsthand the injustices faced by African Americans, fueling his desire for a more equitable
society. This constant battle against discrimination, experienced in everyday life, forged in him a
resilience and strength of character that would prove invaluable in his fight for racial equality on a
national stage. His early life experiences provided the bedrock of his unwavering commitment to
challenging the status quo.

Branch Rickey and the Brooklyn Dodgers: A Historic
Partnership

Branch Rickey, the visionary general manager of the Brooklyn Dodgers, recognized Robinson's
extraordinary talent and unwavering character. Rickey's decision to sign Robinson to the Dodgers in
1946 was a bold and groundbreaking move, defying the prevailing racial norms in professional
baseball. This partnership was not just about baseball; it was a strategic maneuver to challenge
segregation and advance the cause of civil rights. Rickey knew that Robinson's success would be a
powerful symbol of progress, and he chose him carefully, knowing he needed a man of exceptional
fortitude.

Enduring Abuse and Achieving Excellence: The 1947 Season

The 1947 season marked Robinson's debut with the Brooklyn Dodgers and a pivotal moment in
American history. He faced relentless verbal and physical abuse from opposing players, fans, and
even some of his own teammates. Despite the constant barrage of racist taunts and threats,
Robinson maintained remarkable composure and focused on his game. His exceptional skill and
unwavering dedication led him to an unforgettable season, ultimately earning him the National
League Rookie of the Year award. His on-field performance transcended baseball, becoming a
symbol of defiance and hope for millions.

Beyond the Diamond: A Champion for Civil Rights



Robinson's impact extended far beyond the baseball diamond. He became a prominent figure in the
Civil Rights Movement, advocating for equality and justice. He bravely endured countless
indignities, using his platform to speak out against racism and discrimination. His activism, often
carried out quietly and strategically, was as significant as his athletic achievements. He understood
the power of his position and used it to advance the fight for equality in America.

A Legacy of Courage and Perseverance

Jackie Robinson's legacy is one of unwavering courage, remarkable athleticism, and unwavering
commitment to social justice. He shattered racial barriers in professional sports, paving the way for
countless other African American athletes. His contributions to the Civil Rights Movement are
immeasurable, inspiring generations to fight for equality and justice. His story continues to resonate
today, serving as a powerful testament to the transformative power of individual action in the face of
overwhelming adversity. His life stands as a beacon, guiding us toward a more just and equitable
future.

Conclusion

Jackie Robinson’s story is more than just a sports narrative; it's a powerful testament to the human
spirit's ability to overcome adversity and fight for a better world. His legacy extends far beyond the
baseball field, serving as a constant reminder of the importance of courage, resilience, and the
pursuit of equality for all. He remains an inspiration to athletes and activists alike, a symbol of hope
and a powerful reminder of the ongoing struggle for social justice.

FAQs

Q1: What was Jackie Robinson's most significant contribution to the Civil Rights Movement?

A1: While his athletic achievements broke color barriers in baseball, his quiet yet impactful activism,
using his platform to fight systemic racism, was equally significant. He strategically chose his
battles, knowing that his silence in some instances was a powerful tool to achieve greater results.

Q2: Did Jackie Robinson ever retaliate against the racism he faced?

A2: Though constantly provoked, Robinson largely resisted retaliation, understanding that reacting
would play into the hands of his opponents and undermine his larger goal of desegregating baseball.
His self-control was a key element of his success in achieving his broader social goals.

Q3: What awards and honors did Jackie Robinson receive?



A3: Besides the Rookie of the Year award, he received numerous posthumous awards, including the
Presidential Medal of Freedom and his number 42 being retired by Major League Baseball.

Q4: How did Jackie Robinson's family influence his life?

A4: His family's experiences with racism and his parents' strong moral compass instilled in him a
sense of justice and a determination to overcome adversity. Their support was critical to his success.

Q5: What lasting impact does Jackie Robinson have on modern society?

A5: Jackie Robinson’s legacy continues to inspire individuals to fight for social justice and equality.
He serves as a powerful reminder of the importance of perseverance, and his story motivates people
to overcome prejudice and discrimination. His story is an enduring lesson in courage and
perseverance that remains highly relevant today.

  jackie robinson: Jackie Robinson Arnold Rampersad, 2011-06-08 The extraordinary life of
Jackie Robinson is illuminated as never before in this full-scale biography by Arnold Rampersad, who
was chosen by Jack's widow, Rachel, to tell her husband's story, and was given unprecedented
access to his private papers. We are brought closer than we have ever been to the great ballplayer, a
man of courage and quality who became a pivotal figure in the areas of race and civil rights. Born in
the rural South, the son of a sharecropper, Robinson was reared in southern California. We see him
blossom there as a student-athlete as he struggled against poverty and racism to uphold the beliefs
instilled in him by his mother--faith in family, education, America, and God. We follow Robinson
through World War II, when, in the first wave of racial integration in the armed forces, he was
commissioned as an officer, then court-martialed after refusing to move to the back of a bus. After
he plays in the Negro National League, we watch the opening of an all-American drama as, late in
1945, Branch Rickey of the Brooklyn Dodgers recognized Jack as the right player to break baseball's
color barrier--and the game was forever changed. Jack's never-before-published letters open up his
relationship with his family, especially his wife, Rachel, whom he married just as his perilous venture
of integrating baseball began. Her memories are a major resource of the narrative as we learn about
the severe harassment Robinson endured from teammates and opponents alike; about death threats
and exclusion; about joy and remarkable success. We watch his courageous response to abuse, first
as a stoic endurer, then as a fighter who epitomized courage and defiance. We see his growing
friendship with white players like Pee Wee Reese and the black teammates who followed in his
footsteps, and his embrace by Brooklyn's fans. We follow his blazing career: 1947, Rookie of the
Year; 1949, Most Valuable Player; six pennants in ten seasons, and 1962, induction into the Hall of
Fame. But sports were merely one aspect of his life. We see his business ventures, his leading role in
the community, his early support of Martin Luther King Jr., his commitment to the civil rights
movement at a crucial stage in its evolution; his controversial associations with Eisenhower,
Kennedy, Nixon, Humphrey, Goldwater, Nelson Rockefeller, and Malcolm X. Rampersad's
magnificent biography leaves us with an indelible image of a principled man who was passionate in
his loyalties and opinions: a baseball player who could focus a crowd's attention as no one before or
since; an activist at the crossroads of his people's struggle; a dedicated family man whose last years
were plagued by illness and tragedy, and who died prematurely at fifty-two. He was a pathfinder, an
American hero, and he now has the biography he deserves.
  jackie robinson: I Never Had It Made Jackie Robinson, Alfred Duckett, 2013-03-19 The New
York Times–bestselling autobiography of Jackie Robinson, barrier-breaking Brooklyn Dodger and
civil rights legend: “An American classic.” —Entertainment Weekly Before Barry Bonds, before
Reggie Jackson, before Hank Aaron, baseball's stars had one undeniable trait in common: they were
all white. In 1947, Jackie Robinson broke that barrier, striking a crucial blow for racial equality and



changing the world of sports forever. I Never Had It Made is Robinson's own candid, hard-hitting
account of what it took to become the first black man in history to play in the major leagues. I Never
Had It Made recalls Robinson’s early years and influences: his time at UCLA, where he became the
school’s first four-letter athlete; his army stint during World War II, when he challenged Jim Crow
laws and narrowly escaped court martial; his years of frustration, on and off the field, with the
Negro Leagues; and finally that fateful day when Branch Rickey of the Brooklyn Dodgers proposed
what became known as the “Noble Experiment”—Robinson would step up to bat to integrate and
revolutionize baseball. More than a sports story, I Never Had It Made also reveals the highs and
lows of Robinson’s life after baseball. He recounts his political aspirations and civil rights activism;
his friendships with Martin Luther King, Jr., Malcolm X, William Buckley, Jr., and Nelson Rockefeller;
and his troubled relationship with his son, Jackie, Jr. It endures as an inspiring story of a man whose
heroism extended well beyond the playing field. “Affecting and candid . . . I Never Had It Made
offers compelling testimony about the realities of being Black in America from an author who long
ago became more a monument than a man, and his memoir is an illuminating meditation on racism
not only in the national pastime but in the nation itself.” —The New York Times “A disturbing and
enlightening self-portrait by one of America’s genuine heroes.” —Publishers Weekly “An important
book that should be widely read.” —The New York Times Book Review
  jackie robinson: Who Was Jackie Robinson? Gail Herman, Who HQ, 2010-12-23 As a kid,
Jackie Robinson loved sports. And why not? He was a natural at football, basketball, and, of course,
baseball. But beyond athletic skill, it was his strength of character that secured his place in sports
history. In 1947 Jackie joined the Brooklyn Dodgers, breaking the long-time color barrier in major
league baseball. It was tough being first- not only did fans send hate mail but some of his own
teammates refused to accept him. Here is an inspiring sports biography, with black-and-white
illustrations throughout.
  jackie robinson: 42 Today MichaeL G Long, Ken Burns, Sarah Burns, David McMahon,
2021-02-09 Explores Jackie Robinson’s compelling and complicated legacy Before the United States
Supreme Court ruled against segregation in public schools, and before Rosa Parks refused to
surrender her bus seat in Montgomery, Alabama, Jackie Robinson walked onto the diamond on April
15, 1947, as first baseman for the Brooklyn Dodgers, making history as the first African American to
integrate Major League Baseball in the twentieth century. Today a national icon, Robinson was a
complicated man who navigated an even more complicated world that both celebrated and despised
him. Many are familiar with Robinson as a baseball hero. Few, however, know of the inner turmoil
that came with his historic status. Featuring piercing essays from a range of distinguished
sportswriters, cultural critics, and scholars, this book explores Robinson’s perspectives and legacies
on civil rights, sports, faith, youth, and nonviolence, while providing rare glimpses into the struggles
and strength of one of the nation’s most athletically gifted and politically significant citizens.
Featuring a foreword by celebrated directors and producers Ken Burns, Sarah Burns, and David
McMahon, this volume recasts Jackie Robinson’s legacy and establishes how he set a precedent for
future civil rights activism, from Black Lives Matter to Colin Kaepernick.
  jackie robinson: Jackie Robinson Jennifer Strand, 2016-08-15 The first black player in Major
League Baseball, Jackie Robinson was a true trailblazer. An easy-to-read narrative and historic
photographs bring readers back to this historic time. Historic photos and easy-to-read text take
readers into the athlete’s life. Zoom in even deeper with quick stats, a timeline, and bolded glossary
terms. Aligned to Common Core Standards and correlated to state standards. Abdo Zoom is a
division of ABDO.
  jackie robinson: Jackie Robinson: My Own Story Jackie Robinson, Wendell Smith, 2016-01-18
Autobiography of baseball legend Jackie Robinson, beginning with his athletic career and dealing
particularly with baseball and the first step toward equal participation by African Americans in this
great sport. “I believe that a man’s race, color, and religion should never constitute a handicap. The
denial to anyone, anywhere, any time of equality of opportunity to work is incomprehensible to me.
Moreover, I believe that the American public is not as concerned with a first baseman’s



pigmentation as it is with the power of his swing, the dexterity of his slide, the gracefulness of his
fielding, or the speed of his legs.”—From Foreword by Branch Hickey
  jackie robinson: Jackie Robinson Tony De Marco, 2001-08 Simple biography of sports hero
Jackie Robinson.
  jackie robinson: Who Was Martin Luther King, Jr.?: A Who Was? Board Book Lisbeth Kaiser,
Who HQ, 2020-12-08 Introducing the latest addition to the Who HQ program: board book
biographies of relevant and important figures, created specifically for the preschool audience! The
#1 New York Times Bestselling Who Was? series expands into the board book space, bringing
age-appropriate biographies of influential figures to readers ages 2-4. The chronology and themes of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s meaningful life are presented in a masterfully succinct text, with just a
few sentences per page. The fresh, stylized illustrations are sure to captivate young readers and
adults alike. With a read-aloud biographical summary in the back, this age-appropriate introduction
honors and shares the life and work of one of the most influential civil rights activists of our time.
  jackie robinson: Jackie Robinson Lucia Raatma, 2001 An introduction to the personal life and
baseball career of the legendary player, Jackie Robinson.
  jackie robinson: Jackie Robinson Richard Scott, 1988 Traces the life of the athlete who broke
the color barrier in major league baseball when he joined the Brooklyn Dodgers in 1947.
  jackie robinson: I am Jackie Robinson Brad Meltzer, 2015-01-08 We can all be heroes is the
message entertainingly told in this New York Times Bestselling picture-book biography series, with
this title focusing on groundbreaking baseball player, Jackie Robinson Jackie Robinson always loved
sports, especially baseball. But he lived at a time before the Civil Rights Movement, when the rules
weren't fair to African Americans. Even though Jackie was a great athlete, he wasn't allowed on the
best teams just because of the color of his skin. Jackie knew that sports were best when everyone, of
every color, played together. He became the first Black player in Major League Baseball, and his
bravery changed American history and led the way to equality in all sports in America. This friendly,
fun biography series inspired the PBS Kids TV show Xavier Riddle and the Secret Museum. One
great role model at a time, these books encourage kids to dream big. Included in each book are: • A
timeline of key events in the hero’s history • Photos that bring the story more fully to life •
Comic-book-style illustrations that are irresistibly adorable • Childhood moments that influenced the
hero • Facts that make great conversation-starters • A virtue this person embodies: Jackie
Robinson's bravery led him to make his mark in baseball history. You’ll want to collect each book in
this dynamic, informative series!
  jackie robinson: Jackie Robinson Blake Hoena, 2020-08-04 In an era of discrimination, Jack
Roosevelt Jackie Robinson broke Major League Baseball's race barrier. Before Robinson took his
place at first base, the majors discriminated against African-American athletes, denying them a
chance to compete. Despite facing harassment from fans and other players, Robinson stayed focused
on the game, becoming the MLB Rookie of the Year in 1947 and later a baseball legend. This graphic
biography follows Robinson's time on semi-pro teams, his days in the US military, and his
history-making experience with the Brooklyn Dodgers.
  jackie robinson: Jackie Robinson Charles E. Pederson, 2009 Biography of Jackie Robinson,
who broke the color barrier in major league baseball.
  jackie robinson: Jackie Robinson Lola M. Schaefer, 2003 A brief biography of the man who
was the first African American baseball player on a major league team, as well as the first African
American elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame.
  jackie robinson: Jackie Robinson J. Christopher Schutz, 2016-05-12 Jackie Robinson’s story is
not only a compelling drama of heroism, but also as a template of the African American freedom
struggle. A towering athletic talent, Robinson’s greater impact was on preparing the way for the civil
rights reform wave following WWII. But Robinson’s story has always been far more complex than the
public perception has allowed. Brooklyn Dodgers executive Branch Rickey famously told the young
Robinson that he was “looking for a ballplayer with guts enough not to fight back.” J. Christopher
Schutz reveals the real Robinson, as a more defiant, combative spirit than simply the “turn the other



cheek” compliant “credit to his race.” The triumph of Robinson’s inclusion in the white Major
Leagues (which presaged blacks’ later inclusion in the broader society) also included the slow
demise of black-owned commercial enterprise in the Negro Leagues (which likewise presaged the
unrecoverable loss of other important black institutions after civil rights gains). Examining this key
figure at the crossroads of baseball and civil rights histories, Schutz provides a cohesive exploration
of the man and the times that made him great.
  jackie robinson: Jackie Robinson Karen English, 1999 A brief biography of Jackie Robinson and
his struggles as the first African American baseball player.
  jackie robinson: Testing the Ice Sharon Robinson, 2009 Sharon Robinson, the daughter of
baseball legend Jackie Robinson, has crafted a hearwarming, true story about growing up with her
father. When Jackie Robinson retires from baseball and moves his family to Connecticut, the
beautiful lake on their property is the center of everyone's fun. The neighborhood children join the
Robinson kids for swimming and boating. But oddly, Jackie never goes near the water. In a dramatic
episode that first winter, the children beg to go ice skating on the lake. Jackie says they can go--but
only after he tests the ice to make sure it's safe. The children prod and push to get Jackie outside,
until hesitantly, he finally goes. Like a blind man with a stick, (contd.)
  jackie robinson: Baseball's Great Experiment Jules Tygiel, 1997 Offers a history of African
American exclusion from baseball, and assesses the changing racial attitudes that led up to Jackie
Robinson's acceptance by the Brooklyn Dodgers.
  jackie robinson: In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson Bette Bao Lord, 2019-04-02 A
timeless classic that will enchant readers who love Jennifer L. Holm and Thanhhà Lại, about an
immigrant girl inspired by the sport she loves to find her own home team—and to break down any
barriers that stand in her way. Shirley Temple Wong sails from China to America with a heart full of
dreams. Her new home is Brooklyn, New York. America is indeed a land full of wonders, but Shirley
doesn't know any English, so it's hard to make friends. Then a miracle happens: baseball! It's 1947,
and Jackie Robinson, star of the Brooklyn Dodgers, is a superstar. Suddenly Shirley is playing
stickball with her class and following Jackie as he leads the Brooklyn Dodgers to victory after
victory. With her hero smashing assumptions and records on the ball field, Shirley begins to feel that
America is truly the land of opportunity—and perhaps has also become her real home.
  jackie robinson: Jackie Robinson John F. Grabowski, 1991 A biography of the black athlete who
broke the color barrier in major league baseball when he joined the Brooklyn Dodgers in 1947.
  jackie robinson: Jackie Robinson Kristen Susienka, 2019-12-15 Jackie Robinson's immense
talent led to an important event in American sports history: the breaking of the color barrier in
baseball. This is the story of a legend, how Robinson overcame challenges both on and off the field,
and his lasting legacy in the sport of baseball and beyond. Told in easy-to-understand language, this
book introduces readers to a baseball idol who broke barriers and changed lives over the course of
his incredible career and life.
  jackie robinson: Jackie Robinson Matt Christopher, Glenn Stout, 2009-12-02 The story of
legendary Jackie Robinson, the first African American to play major league baseball, is recounted in
this title.
  jackie robinson: Jackie Robinson Josh Gregory, 2015-09 As the first African American ever to
play for a major league baseball team, Jackie Robinson helped change race relations in America
forever. Readers will learn about Robinson's early success as a versatile athlete and the difficulties
he faced in an
  jackie robinson: Jackie Robinson: American Hero Sharon Robinson, 2013-03-01 Just in time
for the major motion picture release, discover everything you wanted to know about Jackie
Robinson! To tie- in with the April 2013 release of the movie 42, the life story of Jackie Robinson,
this full-color comprehensive biography will feature everything there is to know about this inspiring
American hero. The movie, featuring high-profile actors such as Harrison Ford, Christopher Meloni,
and T.R. Knight, explores Robinson's history-making signing with the Brooklyn Dodgers under the
guidance of team executive Branch Rickey. The biography will explore what led up to Robinson's



signing and what happened after. As the first black man to play major league baseball, his progress
monumentally influenced the desegregation of baseball. Because of this, Robinson became an icon
for not only the sport of baseball, but also for the civil -rights movement. Featuring photos
throughout, this biography will be a sports tale and a history lesson. It will coincide with the movie
and also provide many more Robinson details, introducing him to a new generation of readers.
  jackie robinson: Jackie Robinson: A Life of Determination Colleen Sexton, 2013-08-01
Highlights how Jackie Robinson demonstrated determination during his life.
  jackie robinson: Jackie Robinson Avery Elizabeth Hurt, 2019-07-15 Situated firmly in the social
and political conditions of the time, this biography illustrates the role African American baseball star
Jackie Robinson played in changing not just baseball but society. By breaking the color barrier in the
major league sport, Robinson paved the way for new opportunities for Americans everywhere. Here,
readers will come to know Robinson and his legacy. They'll also learn about such fascinating
characters as Branch Rickey, Pee Wee Reese, and Boston City Council member Isadore Muchnick,
who threatened to deny the Red Sox a permit to play if they did not let African American ballplayers
try out for the team. Plenty of baseball lore and stats will engage young baseball fans, but even
readers who have little interest in baseball will be inspired by this story of a man who took on racism
and changed the world.
  jackie robinson: Jackie Robinson Rachel Robinson, Lee Daniels, 1998 In an evocative,
humorous, and personal style, Rachel Robinson reveals her husband as a sensitive and committed
individual--to both his family and the public. Her keen observations and sharp memories are
enhanced by a collection of over 300 photographs that allow readers into the late baseball player's
life.
  jackie robinson: Jackie Robinson Heather Williams, 2018-08-01 Most of the time sports are
seen as the height of competition, but often they also bring people together in times of cultural,
social, and political upheaval. Jackie Robinson explores the way the iconic and groundbreaking
baseball player brought Americans together in a time of social unrest. Includes ties to 21st Century
themes, as well as infographics, timelines, glossary, and index.
  jackie robinson: A Picture Book of Jackie Robinson David A. Adler, 1994 The first African
American to play in the major leagues.
  jackie robinson: The Story of Jackie Robinson Andrea Thorpe, 2021-04-06 Discover the life of
Jackie Robinson—a story about breaking down barriers for kids ages 6 to 9 Jackie Robinson was the
first Black Major League Baseball player and an important civil rights leader. Before he made
history as a pioneer in sports, Jackie was a hardworking kid who loved to play all kinds of ball
games. When Jackie was growing up, Black and white sports players in the United States were not
treated the same way. He used his amazing baseball talent to help bring all players together and
work toward ending the unfair treatment of Black players. Explore how Jackie went from being a
thoughtful young boy growing up in California to an American role model and activist. Independent
reading—This Jackie Robinson biography is broken down into short chapters and simple language so
kids 6 to 9 can read and learn on their own. Critical thinking—Kids will learn the Who, What, Where,
When, Why, and How of Jackie's life, find definitions of new words, discussion questions, and more.
A lasting legacy—Explore how Jackie Robinson made the world a better place for future generations,
including you! How will Jackie's hard work and dedication inspire you? Discover activists, artists,
and athletes, and more from all across history with the rest of The Story Of series, including famous
figures like: Misty Copeland, Simone Biles, Babe Ruth, Ella Fitzgerald, and Kamala Harris.
  jackie robinson: Jackie Robinson Joeming Dunn, 2007-09-01 Graphic novels aren't just for
superheroes! Jackie Robinson has been plucked from history books and his life and accomplishments
have been depicted in informative nonfiction graphic novels. The subject's birth, childhood,
education, and baseball career have been skillfully told with detailed art. Further reading lists,
timelines, glossaries, and indexes make these titles useful in classroom discussion.
  jackie robinson: Jackie Robinson in Quotes Danny Peary, 2016-04-19 This book uses quotes to
narrate the life and career of Jackie Robinson, the first African American to play Major League



Baseball and one of the most famous players of all time, just in time for Father's Day and the 70th
anniversary celebration of Robinson's first MLB début.Jackie Robinson was a Hall-of-Fame second
baseman for the Brooklyn Dodgers. He was most famous for breaking the baseball color line with the
Dodgers on April 15, 1947, though he was also known for his strong character and political activism
that contributed to the Civil Rights Movement. Every year on April 15, all players in the MLB
recognize Jackie Robinson Day by wearing Jackie's number, 42. He was an inspiration to players,
fans and underdogs around the world. With Baseball Immortal: Jackie Robinson, Danny Peary takes
you on an incredible, unique journey to a time of great progress in America and some really good
baseball. Get a first-hand, 360-degree look at one of America's greatest and most important athletes
through his words and the words of those around him - from his outspoken wife, Rachel Robinson,
his childhood influencers, fans, other baseball greats and more. This book is perfect for baseball fans
and historians across the country, especially since the book will publish in time for Father's Day
gifts. Baseball fans will get an advantage reading about Robinson's life just in time to celebrate
major anniversaries of the great player. In 2016 and 2017, the MLB will commemorate the 70th
anniversaries of Robinson's first debuts in the minor leagues and in the major leagues with the
Dodgers, along with other anniversaries like the 35th anniversary of his induction into the Hall of
Fame.
  jackie robinson: Young Jackie Robinson Edward Farrell, 1992-01 A biography of the first black
player in modern American major league baseball, emphasizing the prejudice he had to overcome by
sheer courage.
  jackie robinson: Jackie Robinson: A Spiritual Biography Michael G. Long, Chris Lamb,
2017-03-10 Jackie Robinson believed in a God who sides with the oppressed and who calls us to see
one another as sisters and brothers. This faith was a powerful but quiet engine that drove and
sustained him as he shattered racial barriers on and beyond the baseball diamond. Jackie Robinson:
A Spiritual Biography explores the faith that, Robinson said, carried him through the torment and
abuse he suffered for integrating the major leagues and drove him to get involved in the civil rights
movement. Marked by sacrifice and service, inclusiveness and hope, Robinson's faith shaped not
only his character but also baseball and America itself.
  jackie robinson: 42 Is Not Just a Number Doreen Rappaport, 2017-09-05 An eye-opening
look at the life and legacy of Jackie Robinson, the man who broke the color barrier in Major League
Baseball and became an American hero. Baseball, basketball, football — no matter the game, Jackie
Robinson excelled. His talents would have easily landed another man a career in pro sports, but in
America in the 1930s and ’40s, such opportunities were closed to athletes like Jackie for one reason:
his skin was the wrong color. Settling for playing baseball in the Negro Leagues, Jackie chafed at the
inability to prove himself where it mattered most: the major leagues. Then in 1946, Branch Rickey,
manager of the Brooklyn Dodgers, decided he was going to break the “rules” of segregation: he
recruited Jackie Robinson. Fiercely determined, Jackie faced cruel and sometimes violent hatred and
discrimination, but he proved himself again and again, exhibiting courage, restraint, and a
phenomenal ability to play the game. In this compelling biography, award-winning author Doreen
Rappaport chronicles the extraordinary life of Jackie Robinson and how his achievements won over
— and changed — a segregated nation.
  jackie robinson: Jackie Robinson Joshua E. Hanft, Waldman Publishing Corporation, 1995-06 A
brief biography of Jackie Robinson, the man who was the first African American baseball player on a
major league team, as well as the first African American elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame.
  jackie robinson: Jackie Robinson Barbara Knox, 2003-09 Examines the life of Jackie
Robinson, the talented black athlete who broke the color barrier in major league baseball by joining
the Brooklyn Dodgers in 1947.
  jackie robinson: Jackie Robinson Sally M. Walker, 2005-08-01 The first African American to
break the color barrier in modern major league baseball, Jackie Robinson was one of the greatest
players of all time. Forced to put up with angry, hateful fans and players when he joined the
Brooklyn Dodgers, Robinson's strength of character and perseverance allowed him to set the



standard for all future players.
  jackie robinson: Jackie Robinson Blake Hoena, 2021-01-01 Audisee® eBooks with Audio
combine professional narration and sentence highlighting to engage reluctant readers! In an era of
discrimination, Jack Roosevelt Jackie Robinson broke Major League Baseball's race barrier. Before
Robinson took his place at first base, the majors discriminated against African-American athletes,
denying them a chance to compete. Despite facing harassment from fans and other players,
Robinson stayed focused on the game, becoming the MLB Rookie of the Year in 1947 and later a
baseball legend. This graphic biography follows Robinson's time on semi-pro teams, his days in the
US military, and his history-making experience with the Brooklyn Dodgers.
  jackie robinson: Teammates Peter Golenbock, 1990 Describes the racial prejudice experienced
by Jackie Robinson when he joined the Brooklyn Dodgers and became the first Black player in Major
League baseball and depicts the acceptance and support he received from his white teammate Pee
Wee Reese.
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