how to write a humanitarian and
compassionate letter

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter is a crucial skill for
anyone seeking special consideration from immigration authorities,
organizations, or other decision-makers. Crafting an effective humanitarian
and compassionate letter can make a significant difference when requesting
exceptions due to extenuating circumstances, such as family hardship, medical
needs, or risk of separation. In this comprehensive guide, you will learn the
purpose of such letters, essential elements to include, strategies for
presenting your case persuasively, and common mistakes to avoid. This article
will also provide practical tips, sample structures, and a step-by-step
approach to writing a compelling humanitarian and compassionate letter.
Whether you are applying for immigration relief, supporting a loved one’s
application, or advocating for a vulnerable individual, this guide will help
you communicate your case with empathy and clarity. Read on to discover how
to maximize the impact of your humanitarian and compassionate letter and
increase your chances of a favorable outcome.
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Understanding Humanitarian and Compassionate
Letters

A humanitarian and compassionate letter is a formal written appeal that
requests special consideration on the basis of exceptional circumstances.
These letters are commonly submitted to immigration authorities, government
agencies, or non-profit organizations when standard policies do not account
for the unique hardships faced by an individual or family.

The aim of a humanitarian and compassionate letter is to present facts,
evidence, and emotional context that Jjustify why an exception should be made.
Decision-makers rely on these letters to assess the severity of the situation
and determine if relief or leniency is warranted. Therefore, it is important
to communicate the urgency, impact, and consequences of the circumstances
clearly and compellingly.

Common situations requiring a humanitarian and compassionate letter include
risk of family separation, medical emergencies, inability to access essential
services, and threats to personal safety. The letter should be empathetic but
factual, blending details of hardship with supporting documentation.



Key Elements of a Humanitarian and
Compassionate Letter

To ensure your letter is persuasive and comprehensive, it must contain
several essential components. These elements provide structure and clarity,
making it easier for the reader to understand your case and act accordingly.

Identification of the Applicant

Begin by introducing the applicant and any dependents involved. Clearly state
names, ages, relationship to the person writing the letter, and relevant
immigration or case numbers. This establishes context for the request.

Explanation of Circumstances

Provide a detailed account of the exceptional circumstances that warrant
humanitarian and compassionate consideration. This may include medical
issues, financial hardship, risk of family separation, or threats to safety.
Use specific examples and, if possible, reference supporting documents such
as medical reports, police records, or affidavits.

Demonstration of Hardship

Explain how the situation impacts the applicant and their family. Describe
the emotional, physical, financial, and social consequences of the
circumstances. Emphasize why standard procedures would result in undue
hardship if applied.

Request for Specific Action

Clearly state what you are asking for. Whether it is relief from deportation,
permission to remain in the country, expedited processing, or another form of
assistance, specify your request and the desired outcome.

Supporting Evidence

e Medical documentation

Legal affidavits

Letters of support from family or community members

Employment records

School or academic reports

Attach or reference relevant documentation to strengthen your case. These
materials provide objective support for the claims made in your letter.



Structuring Your Letter for Maximum Impact

The structure of your humanitarian and compassionate letter plays a vital
role in its effectiveness. A logical, organized format ensures that decision-
makers can quickly grasp the key points and understand the urgency of your
request.

Opening Paragraph

Begin with a concise introduction stating the purpose of the letter and
summarizing the exceptional circumstances. Use respectful and professional
language, and briefly identify the applicant and the action requested.

Body Paragraphs

Divide the main content into clear sections, each addressing a specific
aspect of the situation. Use one paragraph to detail the hardship, another to
present supporting evidence, and another to explain the consequences of not
granting relief.

Closing Paragraph

End with a strong conclusion that reiterates the request and expresses
gratitude for the reader’s consideration. Offer to provide additional
documentation or clarification if needed.

Essential Tips for Writing Effectively

Writing a compassionate and persuasive letter requires attention to detail,
empathy, and clarity. Here are several tips to help you communicate your case
effectively.

Use clear, concise language that is easy to understand.

e Remain respectful and professional throughout the letter.

e Avoid exaggeration; present facts and genuine emotion.

e Tailor the letter to the specific audience and requirements.
e Proofread carefully to eliminate errors and ensure accuracy.
e ITnclude only relevant information and documentation.

e Maintain a logical flow from introduction to conclusion.

e Express empathy and highlight the human impact of the situation.



Common Mistakes to Avoid

Many humanitarian and compassionate letters fail to achieve their purpose due
to common errors in writing or presentation. Being aware of these pitfalls
can improve your chances of success.

Omitting key details such as applicant identification or request

Submitting incomplete or unsupported claims

e Using emotional language without factual backing

Failing to organize the letter logically

e Overlooking the importance of supporting evidence

Submitting the letter without proofreading

By avoiding these mistakes, you enhance the credibility and impact of your
humanitarian and compassionate letter.

Sample Outline for a Humanitarian and
Compassionate Letter

A well-structured outline can serve as a guide when drafting your letter.
Here is a recommended format:

1. Introduction: State the purpose and summarize the circumstances.

2. Applicant Identification: Provide names, ages, and relevant case
numbers.

3. Explanation of Hardship: Describe the exceptional circumstances in
detail.

4. Supporting Evidence: Reference attached documents and explain their
relevance.

5. Specific Request: Clearly state what you are asking for.

6. Conclusion: Express gratitude and offer to provide more information.

Following this outline ensures that your letter is organized, comprehensive,
and easy to follow.

Final Steps Before Submission

Before submitting your humanitarian and compassionate letter, review and



finalize the document. Double-check that all relevant facts, documentation,
and requests are included. Proofread the letter for grammar and clarity, and
ensure that supporting materials are properly referenced and attached.

It may be beneficial to seek feedback from a trusted advisor, legal
professional, or someone familiar with the specific process. Their insights
can help identify areas for improvement and increase the likelihood of a
positive response.

Q: What is the main purpose of a humanitarian and
compassionate letter?

A: The main purpose of a humanitarian and compassionate letter is to request
special consideration or an exception due to exceptional hardship or
extenuating circumstances, often in immigration or legal cases.

Q: What details should always be included in a
humanitarian and compassionate letter?

A: The letter should include applicant identification, a detailed explanation
of circumstances, demonstration of hardship, a specific request for action,
and supporting evidence such as medical or legal documents.

Q: How long should a humanitarian and compassionate
letter be?

A: The letter should be long enough to present the case thoroughly—typically
one to two pages—while remaining concise, clear, and focused on relevant
information.

Q: Can someone other than the applicant write the
humanitarian and compassionate letter?

A: Yes, family members, legal representatives, or community leaders can write
the letter on behalf of the applicant, but they should clearly state their
relationship and authority to speak on the applicant’s behalf.

Q: What types of supporting documents strengthen a
humanitarian and compassionate letter?

A: Medical reports, legal affidavits, letters of support, employment records,
and school reports are common supporting documents that validate claims made
in the letter.

Q: Should the letter be handwritten or typed?

A: A typed letter is preferred for formal submissions, as it is easier to
read and more professional, but a handwritten signature adds a personal
touch.



Q: How can I make my letter more persuasive?

A: Use clear language, present factual evidence, organize the letter
logically, and express genuine empathy to make the letter more persuasive.

Q: Is it necessary to include emotional language in
the letter?

A: While emotional context is important, it should be balanced with factual
information and not overwhelm the letter; decision-makers rely more on
evidence than emotion alone.

Q: What is the best way to conclude a humanitarian
and compassionate letter?

A: Conclude by restating the request, expressing gratitude for the reader’s
time, and offering to provide additional information if needed.

Q: What are common mistakes to avoid when writing a
humanitarian and compassionate letter?

A: Common mistakes include omitting key information, failing to provide
evidence, using overly emotional language without facts, and submitting an
unorganized or error-filled letter.

How To Write A Humanitarian And Compassionate Letter
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How to Write a Humanitarian and Compassionate
Letter

Have you ever felt the urge to express deep empathy and support for a cause or individual facing
hardship? A well-crafted humanitarian and compassionate letter can be a powerful tool for making a
difference, whether you're advocating for policy change, supporting a charitable organization, or
offering comfort to someone in need. This comprehensive guide will walk you through the process,
providing you with the tools and techniques to write a letter that resonates with genuine compassion
and effectively conveys your message. Learn how to structure your letter for maximum impact and
ensure it reaches its intended recipient with the sincerity it deserves.
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Understanding the Purpose of Your Letter

Before you even begin writing, consider the why behind your letter. What specific action do you
hope to inspire? Are you aiming to raise awareness, donate funds, offer personal support, or
influence a decision-maker? Defining your objective will shape the tone and content of your letter.

Advocacy: Letters advocating for policy changes require a strong, well-researched argument backed
by evidence.

Support: Letters offering support to individuals or organizations facing adversity should focus on
empathy and encouragement.

Fundraising: Letters seeking donations need a clear call to action and a compelling narrative
showcasing the impact of the donation.

Crafting a Compelling Opening

The opening paragraph is your first and often most crucial opportunity to engage the reader. Avoid
generic greetings; instead, aim for a personalized and impactful opening that immediately grabs
attention.

Personal Anecdote: Start with a brief, relevant anecdote that illustrates the urgency or importance
of the issue.

Strong Statement: Open with a powerful statement that clearly conveys the purpose of your letter.
Shared Value: Connect with the reader by highlighting a shared value or concern.

Example: Instead of "Dear Sir/Madam," try, "Having witnessed the devastating impact of the recent
floods in [Location], I am writing to urge you to consider..."

Developing a Powerful Body Paragraphs

The body of your letter should expand on your opening, providing further details, context, and
evidence to support your message.

Clarity and Conciseness: Use clear and concise language, avoiding jargon or overly technical terms.
Emotional Appeal: While maintaining professionalism, don’t shy away from expressing genuine
empathy and compassion. Describe the human impact of the situation.

Evidence and Facts: If advocating for change, provide concrete evidence to support your claims. Use
statistics, quotes, and reputable sources.

Structure and Flow: Organize your points logically, ensuring a smooth transition between
paragraphs. Use bullet points for emphasis when appropriate.



Writing a Compassionate and Impactful Closing

Your conclusion should summarize your main points and reiterate your call to action. Leave a lasting
impression by emphasizing the importance of your message.

Call to Action: Clearly state what you want the recipient to do (donate, sign a petition, take specific
action).

Reiterate Empathy: Reiterate your compassion and understanding.

Express Gratitude: Thank the recipient for their time and consideration.

Provide Contact Information: Include your contact information, making it easy for the recipient to
respond.

Proofreading and Editing: A Crucial Step

Before sending your letter, meticulously proofread and edit it for grammar, spelling, punctuation,
and clarity. A well-written letter reflects your professionalism and respect for the recipient. Consider
asking a trusted friend or colleague to review it for feedback.

Choosing the Right Format and Delivery Method

Consider your audience and the purpose of your letter when choosing the format and delivery
method. A formal letter might require a specific layout, while an email might suffice for a less formal
communication. Ensure your chosen method aligns with the recipient's preferences and
expectations.

Conclusion

Writing a humanitarian and compassionate letter requires careful consideration of your purpose,
audience, and message. By following these steps, you can create a powerful and impactful letter that
conveys your genuine concern and inspires action. Remember, your sincerity and commitment to the
cause will resonate through your words, making a tangible difference in the world.

FAQs



1. Can I use emotional language in a humanitarian letter? Yes, expressing genuine empathy and
compassion is essential for a humanitarian letter. However, avoid overly sentimental or manipulative
language. Focus on conveying genuine emotion.

2. How long should a humanitarian letter be? The length depends on the context. Aim for
conciseness and clarity. A shorter, well-written letter is often more impactful than a lengthy,
rambling one.

3. What if I don't know the recipient's name? Research the organization or individual you're writing
to and try to find a contact person's name. If you cannot find a name, use a formal salutation like "To
Whom It May Concern."

4. Should I include personal stories in my letter? Sharing relevant personal experiences can add
authenticity and emotional weight to your letter, provided it's relevant to the cause.

5. How can I ensure my letter gets read? Tailor your letter to the recipient’s interests and concerns.
Keep it concise and well-organized. Consider sending it through multiple channels if appropriate.

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: The ... Annotated Immigration and
Refugee Protection Act of Canada Canada, 2004

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: Reporting at the Southern
Borders Giovanna Dell'Orto, Vicki L. Birchfield, 2013-10-15 Undocumented immigration across the
Mediterranean and the US-Mexican border is one of the most contested transatlantic public and
political issues, raising fundamental questions about national identity, security and
multiculturalism—all in the glare of news media themselves undergoing dramatic transformations.
This interdisciplinary, international volume fills a major gap in political science and communication
literature on the role of news media in public debates over immigration by providing unique insider’s
perspectives on journalistic practices and bringing them into dialogue with scholars and immigrant
rights practitioners. After providing original comparative research by established and emerging
international affairs and media scholars as well as grounded reflections by UN and IOM
practitioners, the book presents candid, in-depth assessments by nine leading European and North
American journalists covering immigration from the frontlines, ranging from the Guardian’s
Southern Europe editor to the immigration reporter for the Arizona Republic. Their comparative
reflections on the professional, institutional and technological constraints shaping news stories offer
unprecedented insight into the challenges and opportunities for 21st century journalism to affect
public discourse and policymaking about issues critical to the future of the transatlantic space,
making the book relevant across a wide range of scholarship on the media’s impact on public affairs.

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: Writing the Lives of the English
Poor, 1750s-1830s Steven King, 2019-02-28 From the mid-eighteenth century to the early nineteenth
century, the English Old Poor Law was waning, soon to be replaced by the New Poor Law and its
dreaded workhouses. In Writing the Lives of the English Poor, 1750s-1830s Steven King reveals
colourful stories of poor people, their advocates, and the officials with whom they engaged during
this period in British history, distilled from the largest collection of parochial correspondence ever
assembled. Investigating the way that people experienced and shaped the English and Welsh welfare
system through the use of almost 26,000 pauper letters and the correspondence of overseers in
forty-eight counties, Writing the Lives of the English Poor, 1750s-1830s reconstructs the process by
which the poor claimed, extended, or defended their parochial allowances. Challenging
preconceptions about literacy, power, social structure, and the agency of ordinary people, these
stories suggest that advocates, officials, and the poor shared a common linguistic register and an
understanding of how far welfare decisions could be contested and negotiated. King shifts attention




away from traditional approaches to construct an unprecedented, comprehensive portrait of poor
law administration and popular writing at the turn of the nineteenth century. At a time when the
western European welfare model is under sustained threat, Writing the Lives of the English Poor,
1750s-1830s takes us back to its deepest roots to demonstrate that the signature of a strong welfare
system is malleability.

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: 88 Tips on Immigration to
Canada: Visa, Eta, Work Permit, Study Permit, Immigration, and Citizenship to Canada Al
Parsai, 2019-03-18 If you intend to visit Canada, study or work in Canada, immigrate to Canada, or
become a Canadian citizen, you need to go through an application process. A typical application
includes submitting some forms and documents to the immigration authorities. Some applications,
however, mandate you to attend a phone or face to face interview with an immigration or border
services officer. Most of the immigration applications are time-consuming and nerve-racking.
Several laws, policies, and procedures govern immigration applications. Many of them, such as
inadmissibility rules, are complex or ambiguous. Even when you submit a simple eTA application,
you need to answer questions about these complex aspects of immigration. Al Parsai is a Regulated
Canadian Immigration Consultant. He also teaches the immigration diploma courses at Ashton
college and the Global School of Corporate Excellence. Al has eight years of work experience as an
immigration consultant and more than 22 years of experience as an author and educator. He has
dealt with hundreds of visa and immigration applications. His clients have been from more than 35
different countries so far. The combination of hands-on experience and the teaching abilities gives Al
the edge to write and publish this book. This book is a unique text that explains many concepts of
visa and immigration in simple and understandable terms. By reading this book, you will enter the
world of immigration to Canada. The book offers you 88 different tips on immigration to Canada. If
you read them carefully, you will learn about your options and obstacles. Since this book is a
condensed version of what Al knows about the Canadian immigration system, it could save you
hundreds of hours of wandering the internet for answers. The book is easy to read. It is full of
valuable tips. Read this book and seize the opportunity of knowing how you could move to the most
welcoming country in the world.

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: Same Sex, Same Laws Joy
Tataryn, N. Colin Desjarlais, Tim Timberg, Legal Services Society of British Columbia. Public Legal
Education Program, 1996

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: Harvesting Freedom Gabriel
Allahdua, 2023-03-07 In this singular firsthand account, a former migrant worker reveals a
disturbing system of exploitation at the heart of Canada’s farm labour system. When Gabriel
Allahdua applied to the Seasonal Agricultural Worker Program in Canada, he thought he would be
leaving his home in St. Lucia to work in a country with a sterling human rights reputation and
commitment to multiculturalism. Instead, breakneck quotas and a culture of fear dominated his four
years in a mega-greenhouse in Ontario. This deeply personal memoir takes readers behind the
scenes to see what life is really like for the people who produce Canada’s food. Now, as a leading
activist in the migrant justice movement in Canada, Gabriel is fighting back against the Canadian
government to demand rights and respect for temporary foreign labourers. Harvesting Freedom
shows Canada’s place in the long history of slavery, colonialism, and inequality that has linked the
Caribbean to the wider world for half a millennium—but also the tireless determination of Caribbean
people to fight for their freedom.

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: Chinese-Canadians,
Canadian-Chinese Guang Tian, 1999 This work examines how mainland Chinese refugees (MCRs)
under diaspora conditions, indentify themselves and adapt to their new environment in Canada. It
probes how MCRs draw upon and reflect transnational social fields or imagined communities.

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: Undoing Border Imperialism
Harsha Walia, 2014-02-15 “Harsha Walia has played a central role in building some of North
America’s most innovative, diverse, and effective new movements. That this brilliant organizer and




theorist has found time to share her wisdom in this book is a tremendous gift to us all.”—Naomi
Klein, author of The Shock Doctrine Undoing Border Imperialism combines academic discourse,
lived experiences of displacement, and movement-based practices into an exciting new book. By
reformulating immigrant rights movements within a transnational analysis of capitalism, labor
exploitation, settler colonialism, state building, and racialized empire, it provides the alternative
conceptual frameworks of border imperialism and decolonization. Drawing on the author’s
experiences in No One Is Illegal, this work offers relevant insights for all social movement
organizers on effective strategies to overcome the barriers and borders within movements in order
to cultivate fierce, loving, and sustainable communities of resistance striving toward liberation. The
author grounds the book in collective vision, with short contributions from over twenty organizers
and writers from across North America. Harsha Walia is a South Asian activist, writer, and popular
educator rooted in emancipatory movements and communities for over a decade. Praise for Undoing
Border Imperialism: “Border imperialism is an apt conceptualization for capturing the politics of
massive displacement due to capitalist neoglobalization. Within the wealthy countries, Canada’s No
One Is Illegal is one of the most effective organizations of migrants and allies. Walia is an
outstanding organizer who has done a lot of thinking and can write—not a common combination.
Besides being brilliantly conceived and presented, this book is the first extended work on
immigration that refuses to make First Nations sovereignty invisible.”—Roxanne Dunbar Ortiz,
author of Indians of the Americas and Blood on the Border “Harsha Walia’s Undoing Border
Imperialism demonstrates that geography has certainly not ended, and nor has the urge for people
to stretch out our arms across borders to create our communities. One of the most rewarding things
about this book is its capaciousness—astute insights that emerge out of careful organizing linked to
the voices of a generation of strugglers, trying to find their own analysis to build their own
movements to make this world our own. This is both a manual and a memoir, a guide to the world
and a guide to the organizer's heart.”—Vijay Prashad, author of The Darker Nations: A People’s
History of the Third World “This book belongs in every wannabe revolutionary’s war backpack. I
addictively jumped all over its contents: a radical mixtape of ancestral wisdoms to present-day
grounded organizers theorizing about their own experiences. A must for me is Walia’s decision to
infuse this volume’s fight against border imperialism, white supremacy, and empire with the
vulnerability of her own personal narrative. This book is a breath of fresh air and offers an urgently
needed movement-based praxis. Undoing Border Imperialism is too hot to be sitting on bookshelves;
it will help make the revolution.”—Ashanti Alston, Black Panther elder and former political prisoner

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: Daily Graphic Ransford Tetteh,
2010-07-02

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: Letters Left Unsent , 2014-04-14
Letters Left Unsent is a rare look into the work and life of a humanitarian through the eyes of a
full-time, professional aid worker as he grapples with the question of how to be an aid worker, and
what it means. Aid worker, blogger, and humanitarian fiction author, J., pulls together a collection of
previously published blog posts and articles, edited and distilled for use by students, instructors, and
anyone who has ever dreamed of being a humanitarian.

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: Creating Human Rights Lisa S.
Alfredson, 2013-03-26 Selected by Choice magazine as an Outstanding Academic Title Creating
Human Rights offers the first systematic study of a pioneering women's refugee movement and its
challenge, as an international trigger case, to more conventional paths toward human rights policy
development. Lisa S. Alfredson argues that such cases, which unfold in the context of a specific
country and have profound impacts on international human rights efforts, have been neglected in
research and pose a challenge to recent theorizing on human rights change. In the early 1990s,
Canada witnessed the emergence of the world's first comprehensive refugee policy for women who
were seeking protection from female-specific forms of violence—rape, domestic abuse, public
stoning of adulterers, genital mutilation—while challenging a gender-biased system. Close
examination of this novel movement, Alfredson contends, provides crucial insights into why and how



states may articulate new human rights that set international precedents. Analyzing original
empirical data and sociopolitical historical trends, the book documents the decisive global impacts of
the movement while shedding light on the paradox of noncitizen politics and asylum seekers' little
recognized political strength. Contrary to expectation, findings suggest transnational networks and
pressures are not required for some forms of change. Rather, international trigger cases illuminate a
range of other key actors and advocacy strategies leading, subsequently, to a more comprehensive
understanding of human rights acceptance. In the case of the women's refugee movement, the
convergence of human rights and noncitizen politics points toward a new dimension for human
rights scholarship that, in the current age of globalization, is becoming critically important.

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: Ways of Belonging Francesca
Meloni, 2023-10-13 Ways of Belonging examines the experiences of undocumented young people
who are excluded from K-12 schools in Canada and are rendered invisible to the education system.
Canadian law doesn’t mention the existence of undocumented children, and thus their access to
education rests on discretionary practices and is often denied altogether. This book brings the
stories of undocumented young people vividly alive, putting them into conversation with the
perspectives of the different actors in schools and courts who fail to include these young people.
Drawing on long-term ethnographic fieldwork, Francesca Meloni shows how ambivalence shapes the
lives of young people who are caught between the desire to belong and the impossibility of fully
belonging. Meloni pays close attention to these young people’s struggles and hopes, showing us
what it means to belong and to endure in contexts of social exclusion. Ways of Belonging reveals the
opacities and failures of a system that excludes children from education and puts their lives in
invisibility mode. An interview with the author:
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/clpn/news-views/book-interviews/items/interview-with-francesca-meloni-abo
ut-her-book-ways-of-belonging-undocumented-youth-in-the-shadow-of-illegality.html

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: A Letter to Intellectuals Ahmad
Nosrati, 2004-03-02 After an intensive review of political history involving the relations of Iran with
the West and with Russia during the period between the French Revolution and the present, it
became apparent to me that at the expense of an always strategically important Iranian nation,
these global entities were always shaping their policies so as to benefit themselves at the expense of
the welfare of the Iranian people. I felt that there was always something shamefully amiss in the
dealings of the Western powers and of Russia with our country (that was derived from a once
majestic and imperial Persian empire), and that the outcome of such international diplomacy was
invariable injurious and detrimental to the integrity of our rich Motherland. While recording my
analysis of certain imbalanced circumstances, I sought for a solution to these inequities. I arrived at
an answer that I have chosen to term, the Iranian Great Revolution, which depends chiefly upon the
careful and thoughtful construction of a new constitution by devoted intellectuals - Iranians and
multi-nationals - from all over the world. Such individuals would apply their specialized expertise to
the creation of a comprehensive document guaranteeing absolute justice and fairness to all
subscribers, and it would not allow for any social or religious abuse to take place. Equality in all
relationships - domestic and global - is to be the theme of this writ, and its institution will be the
elective choice of the Iranian people. A challenge to all Intellectuals to organize and to achieve this
constitutional process is my design.

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: The Compassionate
Temperament Natan Sznaider, 2001 This text argues that it is the nature of modernity to foster
compassion. It offers a historical view to disprove the idea that modernity erodes moral sentiment
and breaks down older social bonds. The book looks at the way in which modern society is building
new and different social bonds.

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: Screening Out Laura Bisaillon,
2022-05-01 What happens when people with HIV apply to immigrate to Canada? Screening Out
takes readers through the process of seeking permanent residency, illustrating how mandatory HIV
testing and the medical inadmissibility regime are organized in such a way as to make such




applications impossible. This ethnographic inquiry into the medico-legal and administrative practices
governing the Canadian immigration system shows how this system works from the perspective of
the very people toward whom this exclusionary health policy is directed. As Laura Bisaillon
demonstrates, mandatory immigration HIV screening triggers institutional practices that are highly
problematic not only for would-be immigrants, but also for those bureaucrats, doctors, and lawyers
who work within that system. She provides a vital corrective to state claims about the functioning of
- and the professional and administrative practices supporting - mandatory HIV testing and medical
examination, pinpointing how and where things need to change.

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: What Strange Paradise Omar El
Akkad, 2021-07-20 WINNER OF THE 2021 SCOTIABANK GILLER PRIZE NATIONAL BESTSELLER
From the widely acclaimed author of American War: a new novel--beautifully written, unrelentingly
dramatic, and profoundly moving--that brings the global refugee crisis down to the level of a child's
eyes. More bodies have washed up on the shores of a small island. Another over-filled, ill-equipped,
dilapidated ship has sunk under the weight of its too many passengers: Syrians, Ethiopians,
Egyptians, Lebanese, Palestinians, all of them desperate to escape untenable lives in their
homelands. And only one has made the passage: nine-year-old Amir, a Syrian boy who has the good
fortune to fall into the hands not of the officials but of Vanna: a teenage girl, native to the island,
who lives inside her own sense of homelessness in a place and among people she has come to
disdain. And though she and the boy are complete strangers, though they don't speak a common
language, she determines to do whatever it takes to save him. In alternating chapters, we learn the
story of the boy's life and how he came to be on the boat; and we follow the girl and boy as they
make their way toward a vision of safety. But as the novel unfurls, we begin to understand that this
is not merely the story of two children finding their way through a hostile world, it is the story of our
collective moment in this time: of empathy and indifference, of hope and despair--and of the way
each of those things can blind us to reality, or guide us to a better one.

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: The Mantle of Struggle Irving
Andre, 2023-11-03 Rosie Douglas, former prime minister of Dominica, had a life unlike any other
modern politician. After leaving home to study agriculture in Canada, he became a member of the
young Conservatives, under the Canadian prime minister’s guidance. However, after he moved to
Montreal to study political science his politics started to shift. By the late sixties he was an active
civil rights supporter and when Black students in Montreal began to protest racism in 1969, he
helped lead the sit-in. He was identified as a protest ringleader after the peaceful protest turned into
a police riot, and served 18 months in prison. After his deportation from Canada in 1976, having
been named a danger to national security, Douglas participated in political movements around the
world building global solidarity. He became a leader of the Libyan-based revolutionary group World
Mathaba and supported Nelson Mandela’s African National Congress. Once back home in Dominica,
he led the movement for Dominica’s full political independence from Great Britain, then served as a
senator in the post-independence government, an MP, party leader, and finally prime minister.
Relying on family sources, interviews, newspaper articles, government documents, and Douglas’ own
articles, letters, and speeches, Irving Andre has drawn a rich and riveting record of this important
Black revolutionary.

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: Compassion and Education
Andrew Peterson, 2016-12-01 This book makes a defence of compassion as an essential and
significant quality that should be at the heart of the education of young people. It provides a careful
exploration of what compassion means; how it is relevant to the various relationships among
students, teachers, and the wider community; and the particular pedagogical processes that can and
might develop compassion. Understanding and justifying compassion as a virtue, this book argues
that compassion is a virtue central to all human relationships from the familial, to the communal and
to the global. It will be of interest to academics, research and students of education.

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: Non-Refoulement under the
European Convention on Human Rights and the UN Convention against Torture Fanny De



Weck, 2016-09-27 This volume offers a comprehensive analysis and comparison of the case law and
practice of the European Court of Human Rights and the United Nations Committee against Torture
in individual cases concerning the principle of non-refoulement. It covers both procedural and
material aspects relevant in expulsion and extradition cases submitted by individuals under Article 3
of the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) or Article 3 of the United Nations Convention
against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT). The book is
a particularly helpful tool for asylum lawyers, human rights advocates, and other practitioners. It is
also a reference work of significant value to scholars interested in non-refoulement under both
conventions and in the context of human rights or refugee law in general.

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: Towards a Post-development Era
Sugata Dasgupta, 1985 Study of India and Queensland, Australia.

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: Postcolonial Life Narratives
Gillian Whitlock, 2015 The Oxford Studies in Postcolonial Literatures series offers stimulating and
accessible introductions to definitive topics and key genres and regions within the rapidly
diversifying field of postcolonial literary studies in English. Postcolonial Life Narrative draws
together two dynamic fields of contemporary literature and criticism, postcolonialism and life
narrative, to create a new assemblage: postcolonial life narrative. Focusing in particular on
testimonial narrative, from slave narrative in the late eighteenth century to contemporary
Anglophone life narrative from Africa, Australia, the Caribbean, Palestine, North America, and India,
this study follows texts on the move through adaptation, appropriation, and remediation. For
postcolonial subjects life narrative offers extraordinary opportunities to present accounts of social
injustice and oppression, of violence and social suffering. Testimonial narrative can reach across
cultures to produce intimate attachments between those who testify and those who bear witness to
legacies of apartheid, slavery, rape warfare, genocide, and dispossession. Thresholds of testimony
are subject to change and for some, for example refugees and asylum seekers, opportunities to
engage a witnessing public and inspire campaigns for social justice on their behalf are
curtailed--these are the 'ends of testimony'. The production, circulation, and reception of testimonial
life narrative connects directly to the most fundamental questions of who counts as human, what
rights follow from this, and what makes for grievable life. Postcolonial life narrative is a dynamic
field of literature and criticism, and this book presents a series of proximate readings that outline its
distinctive imaginative geographies.

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: Sanctuary Practices in
International Perspectives Randy K. Lippert, Sean Rehaag, 2013 This collection contains a rich
and up-to-date mix of specific substantive empirical case studies and theoretically-driven analyses
from multiple disciplinary perspectives and is international in scope. This is the first time studies
and discussion of sanctuary practices outside the US context (e.g., in the UK, Germany, the Nordic
countries and Canada) and of recent developments within the US context (e.g., the New Sanctuary
Movement), along with accounts of sanctuary as a mutating set of practices and spaces (e.g.,
pre-modern and terrorist sanctuary), have been brought together in one collection.

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: House of Commons Debates,
Official Report Canada. Parliament. House of Commons, 1994

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: Le Citoyen Canadien Canada.
Citizenship and Immigration Canada, 1994

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: Lives, Letters, and Quilts
Vanessa Kraemer Sohan, 2019-12-10 How writers, activists, and artists without power resist
dominant social, cultural, and political structures through the deployment of unconventional means
and materials In Lives, Letters, and Quilts: Women and Everyday Rhetorics of Resistance, Vanessa
Kraemer Sohan applies a translingual and transmodal framework informed by feminist rhetorical
practice to three distinct case studies that demonstrate women using unique and effective rhetorical
strategies in political, religious, and artistic contexts. These case studies highlight a diverse set of
actors uniquely situated by their race, gender, class, or religion, but who are nevertheless connected



by their capacity to envision and recontextualize the seemingly ordinary means and materials
available to them in order to effectively persuade others. The Great Depression provides the
backdrop for the first case study, a movement whereby thousands of elderly citizens proselytized
and fundraised for a monthly pension plan dreamt up by a California doctor in the hopes of lifting
themselves out of poverty. Sohan investigates how the Townsend Plan’s elderly supporters—the
Townsendites—worked within and across language, genre, mode, and media to enable them for the
first time to be recognized by others, and themselves, as a viable political constituency. Next, Sohan
recounts the story of Quaker minister Eliza P. Kirkbride Gurney who met President Abraham Lincoln
in 1862. Their subsequent epistolary exchanges concerning conscientious objectors made such an
impression on him that one of her letters was rumored to be in his pocket the night of his
assassination. Their exchanges and Gurney’s own accounts of her transnational ministry in her
memoir provide useful examples of how, throughout history, women rhetors have adopted and
transformed typically underappreciated forms of rhetoric—such as the epideictic—for their
particular purposes. The final example focuses on the Gee’s Bend quiltmakers—a group of African
American women living in rural Alabama who repurpose discarded work clothes and other cast-off
fabrics into the extraordinary quilts for which they are known. By drawing on the means and
materials at hand to create celebrated works of art in conditions of extreme poverty, these women
show how marginalized artisans can operate both within and outside the bounds of established
aesthetic traditions and communicate the particulars of their experience across cultural and
economic divides.

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: Captive Warriors Sam Johnson, Jan
Winebrenner, 1992 Former fighter pilot recounts his experiences as a prisoner of war in North
Vietnam.

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: Humanitarian Intervention Aidan
Hehir, 2013-04-02 A broad-ranging introduction to the theory, practice and politics of humanitarian
intervention in the contemporary world. Recent events in Libya and Syria have propelled
humanitarian intervention to the top of the international political agenda. This book provides the
definitive introduction to the key issues and theories surrounding this important and popular area of
study. New to this Edition: - Fully updated and includes a new chapter on Libya and the Arab Spring
- Chapters on theory modernised to reflect changes in scholarship

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: Managing the Undesirables Michel
Agier, 2011-01-25 Official figures classify some fifty million of the world’s people as 'victims of
forced displacement'. Refugees, asylum seekers, disaster victims, the internally displaced and the
temporarily tolerated - categories of the excluded proliferate, but many more are left out of count. In
the face of this tragedy, humanitarian action increasingly seems the only possible response. On the
ground, however, the 'facilities' put in place are more reminiscent of the logic of totalitarianism. In a
situation of permanent catastrophe and endless emergency, 'undesirables' are kept apart and out of
sight, while the care dispensed is designed to control, filter and confine. How should we interpret
the disturbing symbiosis between the hand that cares and the hand that strikes? After seven years of
study in the refugee camps, Michel Agier reveals their 'disquieting ambiguity' and stresses the
imperative need to take into account forms of improvisation and challenge that are currently
transforming the camps, sometimes making them into towns and heralding the emergence of
political subjects. A radical critique of the foundations, contexts, and political effects of humanitarian
action.

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: Developing Clairvoyance Sergio
Rijo, 2023-04-14 As a psychic medium, I've spent years developing my clairvoyant abilities and
connecting with the spiritual world. And now, I'm excited to share everything I've learned with you
in my new book, Developing Clairvoyance: The Ultimate Guide to Unlocking Your Psychic Gifts and
Connecting with the Spiritual World. Whether you're a beginner or an experienced practitioner, this
comprehensive guide will help you tap into your clairvoyant abilities and develop your psychic gifts.
You'll learn the fundamentals of clairvoyance, including the different types of psychic abilities and




how to identify your own strengths. But that's just the beginning. I'll also teach you powerful
techniques for enhancing your intuition, communicating with spirit guides, and connecting with
loved ones who have passed on. And with practical exercises and real-life examples, you'll be able to
put your new skills to use in your daily life. So if you're ready to unlock your psychic potential and
connect with the spiritual world, Developing Clairvoyance is the guide you've been looking for. Let's
embark on this journey together.

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: Civil Society Engagement
Patricia M. Daenzer, 2017-09-14 Civil Society Engagement: Achieving Better in Canada examines
the process and outcomes of a particular series of civil society activism and establishes a conceptual
framework through an examination of Canadian politics and societal change. Relying on qualitative
and ethnographic research, document analysis and reviews of policies, the contributions focus on
social possibilities, legal limits and societal roles to illuminate the national asset of human solidarity
evident in civil society activism in Canada. Patricia Daenzer and her expert contributors challenge
the romanticism of ‘the perfected welfare democracy’ and contend that civil society activism leads to
the authentication of democracy. The premise is that Canadian political and policy inconsistencies
fail to protect some and civil society intervention is essential for the realignment and redefinition of
articulated national principles and redistributive outcomes. Although Canada is shown ultimately to
be guarded in its welfare commitment, this ‘guarded’ progress in welfare democracy would not be
possible without the activism of segments of civil society. Civil Society Engagement: Achieving
Better in Canada demystifies civil society activism and urges greater awareness of current social
dynamics and involvement in the lives of the most disadvantaged. Not only are new immigrants and
refugees voicing for inclusion, but the very definition of persons with rights has evolved through civil
society activism. This book will lead to deliberations about state legal frameworks which impact civil
society reach, the purpose and scope of Canadian politics and the potential of civil society in
perfecting our democracy.

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: The Value of Suicide Eric v.d. Luft,
2012-12-05

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: Indianapolis Monthly, 1997-01
Indianapolis Monthly is the Circle City’s essential chronicle and guide, an indispensable authority on
what’s new and what’s news. Through coverage of politics, crime, dining, style, business, sports, and
arts and entertainment, each issue offers compelling narrative stories and lively, urbane coverage of
Indy’s cultural landscape.

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: At Any Price Patricia Roush,
2003-04-01 A mother recounts her interactions with the US government as she struggled to bring
home her abducted daughters from Saudi Arabia. Patricia Roush’s girls were kidnapped more than
16 years ago and taken by their Saudi father, who they hardly knew, to the kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
They were three and seven at the time. At Any Price is the story of her fight to get them back from a
father with a documented history of severe mental illnesses and violent tendencies. Amid this tragic
set of circumstances was a bigger problem—an ongoing, demoralizing struggle with the U.S.
government and the Saudi kingdom to reunite her with her children. At Any Price reveals the
desperate and risky attempts for rescue that slip again and again from Patricia’s grasp. This
personal story of bravery, courage, and faith will warm and inspire readers.

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: Humanitarian Reason Didier
Fassin, 2012 Studies primarily France with shorter sections on South Africa, Venezuela, and
Palestine.

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: The Broken Connection Robert
Jay Lifton, 1996 The unique human awareness of our own mortality enables us to ensure our
perpetuation beyond death through our impact on others. This continuity of life has been profoundly
shaken by the advent of wars of mass destruction, genocide, and the ever-present threat of nuclear
annihilation. In The Broken Connection, Robert Jay Lifton, one of America's foremost thinkers and
preeminent psychiatrists, explores the inescapable connections between death and life, the



psychiatric disorders that arise from these connections, and the advent of the nuclear age which has
jeopardized any attempts to ensure the perpetuation of the self beyond death.

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: Canadian Labour Law Reporter,
2005

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: Resilience Eric Greitens, 2015 A
masterpiece of warrior wisdom: how to be resilient, how to overcome obstacles not by positive
thinking or self-esteem, but by positive action. The bestselling author, Navy SEAL, and humanitarian
Eric Greitens offers a self-help book unlike any other.

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: The Life and Work of Percy
Aldridge Grainger Teresa R. Balough, 2023-06-08 What goes into the making of a creative genius
and how can their gifts be used to help uplift humankind? These were questions that led the
Australian/American pianist, composer, and music educator Percy Aldridge Grainger (1882-1961) to
exhaustively document his life, his thoughts, and his associations and establish in the country of his
birth a museum dedicated to helping answer those questions. Grainger was a creative genius who
thought more in terms of the future than of the present and was an advocate for the role that music
can play in creating a more harmonious and loving future for humankind. This book is the first
attempt to bring together in one volume the details of Grainger’s life as they relate to his music
using his own words and those of the people who knew him. It makes use of many heretofore
unpublished documents and musical examples and is written in such a way as to be accessible to all
while also offering a detailed study of his musical works.

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: The Politics of Fear Michiel
Hofman, Sokhieng Au, 2017-01-05 The 2014-2015 Ebola epidemic in West Africa was an
unprecedented medical and political emergency that cast an unflattering light on multiple corners of
government and international response. Fear, not rational planning, appeared to drive many
decisions made at population and leadership levels, which in turn brought about a response that was
as uneven as it was unprecedented: entire populations were decimated or destroyed, vaccine trials
were fast-tracked, health staff died, untested medications were used (or not used) in controversial
ways, humanitarian workers returned home to enforced isolation, and military was employed to
sometimes disturbing ends. The epidemic revealed serious fault lines at all levels of theory and
practice of global public health: national governments were shown to be helpless and unprepared for
calamity at this scale; the World Health Organization was roundly condemned for its ineffectiveness;
the US quietly created its own African CDC a year after the epidemic began. Amid such chaos,
Médecins sans Frontieres was forced to act with unprecdented autonomy -- and amid great criticism
-- in responding to the disease, taking unprecedented steps in deploying services and advocating for
international aid. The Politics of Fear provides a primary documentary resource for recounting and
learning from the Ebola epidemic. Comprising eleven topic-based chapters and four eyewitness
vignettes from both MSF- and non-MSF-affiliated contributors (all of whom have been given access
to MSF Ebola archives from Guinea, Sierra Leone, and Liberia for research), it aims to provide a
politically agnostic account of the defining health event of the 21st century so far, one that will
hopefully inform current opinions and future responses.

how to write a humanitarian and compassionate letter: Methodists and their Missionary
Societies 1900-1996 John Pritchard, 2016-04-22 The twentieth century saw the spectacular growth
of Christianity in much of the global south, the transformation of mission fields into self-governing
Churches, schemes of church union (some successful, others abortive), evolving attitudes to other
faiths and significant Christian engagement with issues of racial justice and world poverty. This book
examines the contribution of the Methodist Missionary Society (and its predecessors before 1932) to
these world-changing movements, from the remarkable mass conversions in south-west China and
west Africa early in the century to the controversy over grants to liberation movements in the 1970s
and 1980s. Pritchard traces the MMS contribution to education, health care, rural development and
social welfare and describes the administration of the Societies and the selection and preparation of
candidates for missionary service. This is a ground-breaking study of Methodist Overseas Mission in




the twentieth century, how it adjusted to changing circumstances - including the forced withdrawals
from China and Burma - and developed new initiatives and partnerships, including its World Church

in Britain programme which brought missionaries from the younger Churches to serve in Britain and
Ireland.
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