iowa core standards

iowa core standards are the backbone of educational excellence in Iowa,
shaping what students learn and how they achieve academic success from
kindergarten through high school. This article provides a comprehensive
overview of the Iowa Core Standards, explaining their purpose, structure, and
significance in the educational system. You will learn about the key subject
areas addressed by the standards, how they are implemented in classrooms, and
the impact they have on student achievement. The article also covers the
benefits and challenges associated with the Iowa Core Standards, guidance for
educators and parents, and how these standards compare to national
initiatives. By the end of this guide, you will have a thorough understanding
of why the Iowa Core Standards matter and how they support student learning
across the state.
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Understanding the Iowa Core Standards

The Iowa Core Standards are a set of academic expectations that outline what
students in Iowa’s public schools should know and be able to do at each grade
level. These standards serve as a roadmap for educators, ensuring that all
students receive a high-quality education regardless of where they attend
school in the state. Developed collaboratively by educators, experts, and
stakeholders, the Iowa Core establishes clear and consistent learning goals
aimed at preparing students for college, career, and civic life. By focusing
on essential knowledge and skills, the Iowa Core Standards provide a unified
framework that guides curriculum development, instruction, and assessment
across all Iowa schools.

Key Subject Areas Covered by Iowa Core
Standards



The Iowa Core Standards encompass a comprehensive range of subject areas,
ensuring that students experience a well-rounded education. Each subject is
organized with grade-specific benchmarks that build upon one another as
students advance through school. The standards emphasize both foundational
skills and higher-order thinking, supporting student success in diverse
academic disciplines.

English Language Arts (ELA)

The English Language Arts standards focus on reading, writing, speaking, and
listening. They promote literacy through the development of critical
thinking, analytical skills, and effective communication. The ELA standards
encourage students to engage with a variety of texts and to express their
ideas clearly and persuasively.

Mathematics

Mathematics standards outline essential math concepts and procedures,
including number sense, algebra, geometry, statistics, and problem-solving.
The standards are designed to build mathematical reasoning and ensure
students are prepared for higher-level math courses and real-world
applications.

Science

The science standards in the Iowa Core integrate scientific inquiry with
content knowledge in areas such as life science, physical science, earth and
space science, and engineering. These standards promote scientific literacy
and encourage students to explore and understand the natural world.

Social Studies

Social studies standards guide students in understanding history, geography,
civics, government, and economics. The aim is to foster informed, responsible
citizens who are capable of making meaningful contributions to society.

21st Century Skills

In addition to traditional subjects, the Iowa Core includes standards for
21st Century Skills such as financial literacy, technology literacy, health
literacy, employability skills, and civic literacy. These skills are
essential for success in an increasingly complex and interconnected world.
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Development and Structure of the Iowa Core

The Iowa Core Standards were developed in response to the need for a
cohesive, statewide approach to academic achievement. The development process
involved educators, administrators, community members, and subject matter
experts who collaborated to identify the key knowledge and skills students
need in each subject area. The structure of the Iowa Core is organized by
grade level and subject, with each standard specifying clear learning targets
that are measurable and actionable.

Grade-Level Progressions

The standards offer a progression of learning that begins in kindergarten and
extends through twelfth grade. Each grade-level standard builds on the
previous year’s knowledge, ensuring continuity and coherence in student
learning.

Clear Learning Goals

Every standard is designed to be specific, clear, and focused on essential
outcomes. This clarity helps teachers plan instruction and assessments that
align with the intended goals.

Implementation in Schools and Classrooms

Implementation of the Iowa Core Standards is a collaborative effort involving
district administrators, school leaders, teachers, and support staff. Schools
are responsible for integrating the standards into their curriculum,
instructional practices, and assessment systems. Professional development and
ongoing training are essential components of successful implementation,
ensuring that educators have the resources and skills needed to deliver high-
quality instruction.

Role of Teachers

Teachers use the Iowa Core as a foundation for lesson planning, instructional
strategies, and classroom assessment. They adapt their teaching to meet the
diverse needs of students while maintaining alignment with the standards.



Assessment and Accountability

Student progress is monitored through a combination of classroom assessments,
district benchmarks, and statewide standardized tests. These assessments
measure students’ mastery of the Iowa Core Standards and provide valuable
data for instructional decision-making.

Benefits of the Iowa Core Standards

The Iowa Core Standards offer several important benefits for students,
educators, and the broader community. By establishing clear and consistent
expectations, the standards help ensure equity and excellence in education
across the state.

e Consistency: All students have access to the same high-quality
education, regardless of where they live.

e College and Career Readiness: The standards are designed to prepare
students for postsecondary education and the workforce.

e Focus on Essential Skills: Emphasis on critical thinking, problem-
solving, and communication supports lifelong learning.

e Improved Instruction: Teachers benefit from clear guidance and shared
learning goals.

e Data-Driven Decisions: Assessments aligned to the standards provide
actionable insights for improving student outcomes.

Challenges and Considerations

While the Iowa Core Standards provide many advantages, there are also
challenges associated with their implementation. These challenges require
careful consideration and ongoing support to ensure that all students benefit
from the standards.

Resource and Training Needs

Successful implementation requires access to high—-quality curricular
materials, professional development, and instructional support. Schools must
ensure that teachers and staff have the resources they need to deliver
effective instruction aligned with the standards.

Addressing Diverse Learner Needs

Meeting the needs of all students, including those with disabilities, English



language learners, and gifted students, can be complex. Differentiated
instruction and targeted interventions are essential for supporting diverse
learners within the framework of the Iowa Core.

Supporting Educators and Parents

Support for educators and parents is a critical component of the Iowa Core
Standards’ success. Schools and districts offer resources, training, and
communication tools to help all stakeholders understand and engage with the
standards.

Professional Development

Ongoing training opportunities enable teachers to stay current with best
practices, instructional strategies, and assessment techniques. Professional
learning communities foster collaboration and the sharing of effective
approaches.

Family and Community Engagement

Parents and caregivers are encouraged to participate in their children’s
education by learning about the Iowa Core Standards and supporting learning
at home. Schools provide information sessions, guides, and regular
communication to keep families informed and involved.

Comparison to Other Standards

The Iowa Core Standards are designed to align with national expectations
while reflecting the unique needs of Iowa students. While similar in many
ways to the Common Core State Standards and other state frameworks, the Iowa
Core incorporates input from local stakeholders and addresses state-specific
priorities.

Alignment with National Initiatives

Many elements of the Iowa Core are consistent with national standards,
particularly in English Language Arts and Mathematics. However, Iowa’s
approach emphasizes local control and flexibility, allowing districts to
tailor instruction to their communities.

State-Specific Features

Unique aspects of the Iowa Core include the integration of 21st Century
Skills and a strong focus on civic literacy, health literacy, and
employability. These features ensure that Iowa students are prepared for



success in a rapidly changing world.

Impact on Student Learning and Outcomes

The Iowa Core Standards have a significant impact on student learning and
achievement in Iowa. By providing clear, rigorous expectations, the standards
help students develop the knowledge and skills they need to thrive in school
and beyond. Data from assessments and ongoing research demonstrate positive
trends in academic performance, graduation rates, and college and career
readiness.

Continuous Improvement

The Iowa Department of Education regularly reviews and updates the standards
to reflect new research, feedback from educators, and changes in workforce
demands. This commitment to continuous improvement ensures that the Iowa Core
remains relevant and effective.

Student Success Stories

Many schools and districts across Iowa report improved student engagement,
higher achievement levels, and increased preparedness for life after
graduation. These successes highlight the wvalue of the Iowa Core Standards in
shaping the future of education in the state.

Q: What are the Iowa Core Standards?

A: The Iowa Core Standards are a set of academic expectations for K-12
students in Iowa, outlining what they should know and be able to do in key
subject areas to ensure readiness for college, careers, and citizenship.

Q: Which subjects are included in the Iowa Core
Standards?

A: The Iowa Core Standards cover English Language Arts, Mathematics, Science,
Social Studies, and 21st Century Skills such as financial literacy,
technology literacy, health literacy, employability skills, and civic
literacy.

Q: How do the Iowa Core Standards benefit students?

A: The standards provide a consistent, high-quality education for all
students, promote critical thinking and problem-solving, and prepare students
for success in higher education and the workforce.



Q: How are the Iowa Core Standards implemented in
schools?

A: Implementation involves integrating the standards into curriculum
planning, instruction, and assessment. Teachers receive professional
development and use the Iowa Core as a guide for lesson planning and
classroom activities.

Q: Are the Iowa Core Standards the same as the Common
Core?

A: While there are similarities, especially in math and English Language
Arts, the Iowa Core reflects input from Iowa educators and includes unique
features such as 21st Century Skills, allowing for more local control and
customization.

Q: What challenges do schools face with the Iowa Core
Standards?

A: Challenges include ensuring adequate resources and training for teachers,
addressing the needs of diverse learners, and maintaining up-to-date
materials and instructional strategies.

Q: How are parents involved with the Iowa Core
Standards?

A: Schools provide resources, information sessions, and regular communication
to help parents understand the standards and support their children’s
learning at home.

Q: How is student progress measured under the Iowa
Core Standards?

A: Progress is tracked through classroom assessments, district benchmarks,
and statewide standardized tests that are aligned with the Iowa Core
Standards.

Q: Can the Iowa Core Standards be updated?

A: Yes, the Iowa Department of Education regularly reviews and updates the
standards to ensure they remain relevant and effective based on new research
and feedback from educators.

Q: What makes the Iowa Core Standards unique?

A: The Iowa Core Standards emphasize both academic content and essential 21st
Century Skills, focus on local needs, and promote continuous improvement
through regular review and stakeholder input.
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Iowa Core Standards: A Comprehensive Guide for
Parents and Educators

Are you confused about Iowa's educational standards? Navigating the world of curriculum
frameworks can feel overwhelming, especially for parents trying to support their children's learning
or educators striving to implement effective teaching strategies. This comprehensive guide will
demystify the lowa Core Standards, providing a clear understanding of their purpose, content, and
implications for students and educators alike. We'll delve into the key subjects covered, explore
resources available for implementation, and address common questions parents and teachers
frequently ask.

Understanding the Iowa Core Standards

The Iowa Core Standards represent a set of rigorous expectations for what students should know
and be able to do in various subject areas at each grade level. These standards are not a curriculum;
they are a framework outlining the essential knowledge and skills students need to succeed in
college, career, and life. They are aligned with national standards and designed to prepare students
for a globally competitive future.

Key Subject Areas Covered

The Iowa Core Standards encompass a wide range of subjects, including:

English Language Arts: This area focuses on reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language
development. The standards emphasize critical thinking, analysis, and effective communication
skills.

Mathematics: The math standards emphasize conceptual understanding, procedural fluency, and
problem-solving abilities across various mathematical domains, such as number and operations,
algebra, geometry, and data analysis.

Science: The science standards encourage inquiry-based learning, scientific investigation, and
understanding of key concepts in life science, physical science, and earth and space science.
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Social Studies: Social studies standards aim to develop students' understanding of history,
geography, civics, economics, and government, emphasizing critical thinking and responsible
citizenship.

The Importance of Rigor and Depth

One of the key features of the Iowa Core Standards is their emphasis on rigor and depth. This means
that students are not just expected to memorize facts but also to deeply understand concepts and
apply them in diverse contexts. The standards challenge students to think critically, solve complex
problems, and engage in higher-order thinking skills.

Accessing and Utilizing Iowa Core Standards Resources

The Towa Department of Education provides numerous resources to support the implementation of
the ITowa Core Standards. These resources include:

Online Standard Documents: The official standards documents are available online, offering a
detailed breakdown of expectations for each grade level and subject area.

Model Curriculum: The department provides model curricula to offer examples of how the standards
can be effectively implemented in the classroom.

Professional Development: Numerous professional development opportunities are available for
teachers to enhance their understanding and implementation of the standards.

Parent Resources: Materials are available to help parents understand the standards and support
their children's learning at home.

How the Iowa Core Standards Benefit Students

The Iowa Core Standards aim to equip students with the essential knowledge and skills necessary
for success in the 21st century. By focusing on critical thinking, problem-solving, and
communication, these standards help students develop the skills needed to thrive in college, careers,
and life beyond the classroom. Students who master these standards will be better prepared to:

Succeed in higher education: The standards align with college entrance requirements, ensuring a
smooth transition to post-secondary education.

Enter the workforce prepared: The focus on critical thinking and problem-solving equips students
with valuable skills sought after by employers.

Become informed and engaged citizens: The standards promote civic engagement and a deep
understanding of societal issues.



Addressing Common Concerns about Iowa Core
Standards

Many parents and educators have questions about the implementation and impact of the lowa Core
Standards. These concerns often revolve around pacing, assessment, and differentiation. It is crucial
to remember that these standards are designed to be flexible and adaptable to diverse learning
styles and needs. Open communication between educators, parents, and students is vital to
addressing individual concerns and ensuring successful implementation.

Conclusion

The Iowa Core Standards represent a significant step towards ensuring that lowa's students receive
a high-quality education that prepares them for success in the 21st century. By understanding the
purpose, content, and resources associated with these standards, parents, educators, and students
can work together to achieve educational excellence. The resources available, coupled with a
commitment to collaboration and ongoing professional development, will pave the way for continued
success in Iowa's educational landscape.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: Are the Iowa Core Standards the same as Common Core? Al: While the Iowa Core Standards
are aligned with national standards, they are not identical to the Common Core State Standards.
Iowa has adapted and refined the standards to meet the specific needs of its students and
educational system.

Q2: How can I access the lowa Core Standards documents? A2: The Iowa Department of Education
website provides direct access to the official standards documents, broken down by subject and
grade level.

Q3: What support is available for parents to help their children with the Iowa Core Standards? A3:
The Iowa Department of Education offers various resources for parents, including online guides,
workshops, and parent-teacher communication strategies designed to enhance parental involvement.

Q4: How are the lowa Core Standards assessed? A4: Assessment methods vary across districts, but
typically include a combination of formative and summative assessments, including classroom-based
assessments, standardized tests, and projects designed to measure student understanding and
application of the standards.

Q5: What if my child is struggling with the Iowa Core Standards? A5: Open communication between
parents, teachers, and school administrators is key. Schools offer various support services, including



tutoring, special education services, and individualized learning plans to address individual student
needs.

iowa core standards: The Common Core Standards Jared T. Bigham, EdD, 2015-02-03 In an
effort to ensure that all U.S. students are equally prepared for college and careers, new academic
standards for Kindergarten through 12th grade have been established and adopted by nearly every
state. Idiot's Guides: The Common Core Standards helps parents, students, teachers, and
administrators understand the details of this historic initiative. An outline of what makes these
standards different from previous statewide standards; a grade level breakdown of the standards for
English, math, and other subject areas; details of how students' learning will change under the
Common Core; ways parents can help students at home; information on the assessments that
students will take; and answers to the most commonly asked questions are all included.

iowa core standards: The Common Core Companion: The Standards Decoded, Grades
K-2 Sharon Taberski, Jim Burke, 2014-04-28 With the click of a mouse, anyone has access to the
standards. So aligning our instruction should be a snap. If only it were that simple . . . Jim Burke
anticipated the challenges and developed the Common Core Companion series for K-12. In his next
smart move, he deferred to the talents of Sharon Taberski to be author of the K-2 volume. What
makes Sharon Taberski’s Common Core Companion that version of the standards you wish you had?
It’s the way Sharon translates each and every standard for reading, writing, speaking and listening,
language, and foundational skills into the day-to-day what you do: lesson ideas, best literacy
practices, grouping configurations, adaptations for ELLs, anchor charts, and so much more. It’s all
here, page by page: The standards for literature and informational texts put side by side for easier
planning More than a dozen teaching ideas for each standard Recommendations on how to cultivate
the habits of mind that are critical to meeting the standards, including interpersonal skills,
collaboration, and perseverance A glossary of academic language for each standard Teaching
suggestions for how to support ELL students Developmental debriefs to signal how you may need to
adapt expectations to meet students where they're at An online bank of graphic organizers, student
reproducibles, sample classroom charts, rubrics, and photos Reproducible planning templates for
each standard to help you map out lessons, select books, generate key questions, and more With
more than 30 years of classroom experience in the primary grades and years of consulting in schools
nationwide, Sharon Taberski has a depth of knowledge about what both students and teachers in
this country need in order to cultivate the win-win of high expectations and high engagement in K-2.
She is a nationally recognized educator, author, and presenter, and a leader in the field of early
reading instruction. Her professional books and teaching materials have revolutionized the way
primary teachers approach reading and remain classics in the field.

iowa core standards: Using Common Core Standards to Enhance Classroom Instruction &
Assessment Robert ]J. Marzano, David C, Yanoski, 2013-01-07 Discover how to weave an in-depth
understanding of the Common Core into successful classroom practice with this two-part resource.
You'll learn how to power the standards with guided assessment and measure student progress in a
way that accurately reflects learning. Included are hundreds of ready-to-use, research-based
proficiency scales for both English language arts and mathematics.

iowa core standards: Teaching to Exceed the English Language Arts Common Core
State Standards Richard Beach, Allen Webb, Amanda Haertling Thein, 2015-12-07 Timely,
thoughtful, and comprehensive, this text directly supports pre-service and in-service teachers in
developing curriculum and instruction that both addresses and exceeds the requirements of the
Common Core State Standards. Adopting a critical inquiry approach, it demonstrates how the
Standards’ highest and best intentions for student success can be implemented from a critical,
culturally relevant perspective firmly grounded in current literacy learning theory and research. It
provides specific examples of teachers using the critical inquiry curriculum framework of identifying
problems and issues, adopting alternative perspectives, and entertaining change in their classrooms



to illustrate how the Standards can not only be addressed but also surpassed through engaging
instruction. The Second Edition provides new material on adopting a critical inquiry approach to
enhance student engagement and critical thinking planning instruction to effectively implement the
CCSS in the classroom fostering critical response to literary and informational texts using YA
literature and literature by authors of color integrating drama activities into literature and
speaking/listening instruction teaching informational, explanatory, argumentative, and narrative
writing working with ELL students to address the language Standards using digital tools and apps to
respond to and create digital texts employing formative assessment to provide supportive feedback
preparing students for the PARCC and Smarter Balanced assessments using the book’s wiki site
http://englishccss.pbworks.com for further resources

iowa core standards: Leading the Common Core State Standards Cheryl A. Dunkle,
2012-05-01 Transform your school using proven core curriculum practices This practical guide
provides step-by-step guidance for overcoming the barriers to adopting the Common Core State
Standards and achieving equity and excellence for all students. An experienced teacher and
principal, Cheryl Dunkle shows leaders how to lead implementation of the CCSS and continuous
quality improvement in schools. This practical guide addresses these key issues and more:
Communicating the CCSS to teachers and parents and attaining their buy-in Transitioning schools
and districts to align with the CCSS Determining which teaching and learning practices need to
change Garnering resources and support for reforms Included are professional learning resources
such as guiding questions, an annotated bibliography, and a list of helpful references.

iowa core standards: Teaching with the Common Core Standards for English Language Arts,
PreK-2 Lesley Mandel Morrow, Timothy Shanahan, Karen K. Wixson, 2012-11-01 The Common Core
State Standards (CCSS) are the first academic standards to be independently adopted by almost
every state in the country. The purpose and intent of the Common Core standards for English
Language Arts (ELA), as well as Literacy in History/Social Studies and Science Education, are the
focus of this book. Each of the chapters addresses one of the major English Language Arts domains:
literature, informational texts, foundational skills, writing, speaking and listening, language,
technology, and assessment. The objective of the chapters is twofold: to provide a theoretical
background and detailed explanation of each of the CCSS/ELA standards, as well as practical
suggestions, classroom vignettes, models, instructional resources, and unit ideas to implement the
standards--

iowa core standards: Teaching with the Common Core Standards for English Language
Arts, Grades 3-5 Lesley Mandel Morrow, Karen K. Wixson, Timothy Shanahan, 2012-12-06 The
Common Core State Standards (CCSS) are the first academic standards to be independently adopted
by almost every state in the country. The purpose and intent of the Common Core standards for
English Language Arts (ELA), as well as Literacy in History/Social Studies and Science education,
are the focus of this book. This volume is aimed at educators, administrators, graduate students,
university professors, and others who deal with students in grades 3 through 5. Each of the chapters
addresses one of the major English Language Arts domains: literature, informational texts,
foundational skills, writing, speaking and listening, language, technology, and assessment. They
contain invaluable information, insight, and research from literacy leaders in their respective fields.
Their objective is twofold: to provide a theoretical background and detailed explanation of each of
the CCSS/ELA standards, as well as practical suggestions, classroom vignettes, models, instructional
resources, and unit ideas to implement the standards--

iowa core standards: A Teacher's Guide to Using the Common Core State Standards With
Mathematically Gifted and Advanced Learners National Assoc For Gifted Children, Gail R. Ryser,
Susan Assouline, 2021-09-23 A Teacher's Guide to Using the Common Core State Standards in
Mathematics provides teachers and administrators with practical examples of ways to build a
comprehensive, coherent, and continuous set of learning experiences for gifted and advanced
students. It describes informal, traditional, off-level, and 21st century math assessments that are
useful in making educational decisions about placement and programming. Featuring learning



experiences for each grade within one math progression, the book offers insight into useful ways of
both accelerating and enriching the CCSS mathematics standards. Each of the learning experiences
includes a sequence of activities, implementation examples, and formative assessments. Specific
instructional and management strategies for implementing the standards within the classroom,
school, and school district will be helpful for both K-12 teachers and administrators.

iowa core standards: Standards and Standardization: Concepts, Methodologies, Tools,
and Applications Management Association, Information Resources, 2015-02-28 Effective
communication requires a common language, a truth that applies to science and mathematics as
much as it does to culture and conversation. Standards and Standardization: Concepts,
Methodologies, Tools, and Applications addresses the necessity of a common system of measurement
in all technical communications and endeavors, in addition to the need for common rules and
guidelines for regulating such enterprises. This multivolume reference will be of practical and
theoretical significance to researchers, scientists, engineers, teachers, and students in a wide array
of disciplines.

iowa core standards: Making the Common Core Standards Work Robert J. Manley, Richard
J. Hawkins, 2012-11-20 Essential reading for school leaders! With the Common Core State Standards
adopted by the vast majority of U.S. states, educators face the challenge of translating the standards
into successful, positive change within schools. Written for school leaders, this practical guide offers
a blueprint for implementing and exceeding the new standards using very targeted professional
development. Readers will find realistic strategies supported by examples from a diverse range of
schools. Topics include Empowering teachers and staff as partners in planning for and implementing
the new standards Adapting existing curriculum to meet goals for mathematics and language arts at
each grade level Designing assessments that measure mastery of the standards Ensuring that the
standards benefit learning for all students, including multicultural learners Lead your school or
district in fulfilling the promise of the Common Core State Standards and preparing students for a
competitive global economy. This book looks at the implementation of CCSS within the context of all
of the components that face public schools, and, in doing so, puts the CCSS in a proper perspective.
This is a book that could actually help make a difference in the improvement of instruction in the
public schools. —Martin J. Hudacs, Superintendent Solanco School District, Quarryville, PA Making
the Common Core Standards Work provides a detailed approach to systems thinking and how to
manage a real-life paradigm shift. —William Richard Hall, Jr., Principal R. C. Longan Elementary
School, Henrico, VA

iowa core standards: Common Core Standards For Parents For Dummies Jared Myracle,
2014-03-03 A parent's guide to understanding the Common Core educational standards Designed to
ensure a similar level of job and college preparedness for students from all backgrounds and
regions, the Common Core standards have been adopted in 45 states from coast to coast. These new
common standards are designed to bring many diverse state standards into alignment with each
other in math and English to create a set of national educational standards. Common Core Standards
For Parents For Dummies explains this new set of standards, what it means for students, and how
parents can get their children prepared for the school year. Explains what changes to expect in the
classroom Includes a grade-by-grade explanation of the new math and English standards Provides
tips and exercises for helping students succeed For parents who want to help their kids excel at
school, Common Core Standards For Parents For Dummies is a handy, straightforward guide that
explains everything they need to know.

iowa core standards: The Common Core Companion: The Standards Decoded, Grades 9-12 Jim
Burke, 2013-08-23 If you're a high school teacher, no need to despair. Jim Burke has created a
Common Core Companion for you, too, as your one-stop guide across subjects.

iowa core standards: Mapping Comprehensive Units to the ELA Common Core Standards, K-5
Kathy Tuchman Glass, 2012-04-26 Translating the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) into an
effective curriculum is at the top of many educators’ to-do lists, and this book shows you how.
Master teacher and curriculum specialist Kathy T. Glass familiarizes teachers and curriculum



designers with the key points of the ELA Common Core Standards and demonstrates how to design
effective curriculum units to align with them. She provides practical and accessible tools for
developing a unit map and for making the important connections among all map components,
including differentiated instruction. Also included are: A rationale for each component of unit and
lesson design Practical, quality instruments to plan exciting, content-rich units of study aligned to
the CCSS Reproducible templates and examples of unit curriculum maps and sample lessons In
addition, this practitioner-friendly guide provides templates, exercises, rubrics, and assessment tools
and instructional strategies. A companion website offers helpful online resources that readers can
download and use. Teachers, curriculum designers or directors, administrators, PLC members, and
others who plan to use the Common Core State Standards to write meaningful and effective
curriculum will find valuable navigational assistance from a skilled and experienced professional
throughout these pages.

iowa core standards: The Common Core in Action Deborah J. Jesseman, 2015-06-19 This book
addresses Common Core State Standard curriculum resources to assist the school librarian in
collaborating with classroom teachers. Librarians are being asked to understand the Common Core
State Standards (CCSS) and their implications to programming and instruction, as well as to
collection development planning. Using lesson plans originally published in School Library Monthly,
this title builds upon them, adding many additional plans that address CCSS issues. The plans will
help you implement the standards and can also be used as stepping stones to facilitate planning
conversations and collaboration with teachers to co-teach lessons correlated with the standards. The
book begins with an overview of the CCSS—what they are, how are they different from the content
standards, and what the implications are for schools where the state has adopted them, including
what the CCSS mean for collection development. It then goes on to explore the opportunities the
CCSS present for the school librarian, looking at how you can become a leader in employing the
process. The majority of the book is devoted to reproducible lesson plans, organized by curricular
area or topic and grade level for ease of use.

iowa core standards: In Common No More Arnold F. Shober, 2016-06-13 When did the
Common Core evolve from pet project to pariah among educators and parents? This book examines
the rise and fall of our national education standards from their inception to the present day. Parents,
teachers, and political groups have waged debates over the Common Core since the standards'
adoption in 2010. This timely examination explores the shifting political alliances related to the
Common Core State Standards Initiative, explains why initial national support has faded, and
considers the major debates running through the Common Core controversy. The book is organized
around four themes of political conflict: federal versus state control, minorities versus majorities,
experts versus professionals, and elites versus local preferences. The work reviews the politics of
state and national standards, evaluating the political arguments for and against the Common Core:
federal overreach, lack of evidence for effectiveness, lack of parental control, lack of teacher input,
improper adaptive testing, overtesting, and connections to private education-reform funders and
foundations. The work includes a short primer on the Common Core State Standards Initiative as
well as on the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) and
Smarter Balance, two state-level organizations that have worked on the standards. An informative
appendix presents brief descriptions of major interest groups and think tanks involved with the
standards initiative along with a timeline of American educational standards reforms and the
Common Core.

iowa core standards: Inquiry and the Common Core Violet H. Harada, Sharon Coatney,
2013-12-16 Practicing librarians and library educators demonstrate the power of inquiry to achieve
the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) and promote school librarians as key partners in
implementing this type of critical teaching and learning in K-12 schools. With the adoption of the
CCSS in most of the nation's schools, educators and administrators at K-12 schools have a pressing
need to find the best ways to implement these rigorous and comprehensive standards that challenge
students to understand informational text and digital content at increasing levels of complexity. This



text provides faculty with much-needed support in achieving this critical goal, thoroughly describing
inquiry learning and how it links to the CCSS. The authors—nearly 30 contributors total, comprising
librarians, library media specialists, educational leaders, teachers from the kindergarten level to
college professors, and administrators, each with direct experience and knowledge regarding the
subject matter—explain how the standards' emphasis on in-depth investigation and evidence-based
reading and writing skills dovetail perfectly with inquiry-based learning initiatives. Acclaimed
thought leaders such as Jean Donham, Kristin Fontischiaro, Leslie Maniotes, and Barbara Stripling
clearly define and illuminate the librarian's role in school initiatives today and share lesson plans
that have been proven effective in actual practice.

iowa core standards: The Origins of the Common Core D. Owens, 2015-01-22 Owens provides
a historical analysis of the ideological movements and reform efforts leading to the Common Core
State Standards, beginning with conservative criticism of public schools in the 1930s and
culminating in a convergence of the political right and left in efforts to systemically reform education
based on free market principles.

iowa core standards: Mathematics, the Common Core, and RTI Dolores Burton, John
Kappenberg, 2013-09-12 Don't let the revolution in math education pass your teachers by! By now,
most teachers have a shelf full of books, articles, and reports on the Common Core and RTI. But
where’s the resource that addresses how the two fit together? Individually, the Common Core and
RTI are formidable enough. Together, they create a perfect storm of challenges, with most teachers
left wondering where to turn first. Finally, here’s a guide that distills the central elements of the
Common Core and RTT into a single, manageable resource that provides strategies for serving all
students. You will find: * Real-world scenarios based on actual school-based issues ¢« Multiple
classroom-ready work samples * Content-area applications of RTI, including math vocabulary and
literacy ¢ A focus on instructional technology, with references to online resources in every chapter ¢
Preparation for future developments in state and national educational policy With additional
guidance on students with special needs, behavioral issues, English language learners, and parent
involvement, this all-in-one resource gives your teachers a distinct advantage in providing the
superior math instruction all students deserve. Burton and Kappenberg have done a great service to
teachers by combining Common Core and RTI into one easy-to-use text. —Deb Bible, RTI
Interventionist Dundee Highlands School, West Dundee, IL Anyone involved in the development of
mathematic teachers and who is currently a mathematics teacher will find this book to be a resource
to effectively unify instructional strategies to teach all students. —Satasha Green, Dean of Education
New York Institute of Technology

iowa core standards: Literacy and the Common Core Sarah Tantillo, 2014-07-23 Tools and
Insights for Meeting and Exceeding the Common Core Standards Literacy and the Common Core
offers K-12 teachers clear guidance on how to design units, lessons, and objectives to meet the
Common Core State Standards in English Language Arts; it’s filled with practical strategies that
teachers can use immediately to target key standards; and it describes how to analyze the standards
to support instructional planning and curriculum development. This book aims to make life a little
easier for everyone—teachers, school leaders, parents, and students—as we all strive to prepare
students for college and the careers they most desire. The book includes practical tools, templates,
and rubrics ready to be downloaded and customized to meet your needs. Additional resources may
be found on the companion site, www.literacycookbook.com. Here are just a few of the essential
topics addressed: Which standards to start with and how to tackle them How to bridge the gap when
students are not on grade level How to engage and support parents How to teach students to write
effectively How to translate the standards for actual use Take the recipes in this book, make them
your own, and enjoy your new “Common Core Master Chef” status!

iowa core standards: Finish Line Mathematics Continental Press Staff, 2010-11-08

iowa core standards: Leading the Common Core Initiative Carl A. Harvey II, Linda L. Mills,
2014-11-25 Defining both the Common Core Standards and the school librarian's role in their
implementation, this book offers ready-to-use lesson plans and other tools for grades K[J5 and



identifies opportunities for collaborative teaching. As elementary schools in nearly all 50 states are
faced with meeting the Common Core State Standards (CCSS), school librarians need to understand
the challenges and have lesson plans ready to help. This resource introduces the CCSS in English
and mathematics to K[15 librarians and aides, helping them to understand the concepts, analyzing
the impact on the school library, and providing lesson plans, resources, and other tools for
implementation in integrated instruction with other curricula and collaborative teaching with other
elementary teachers. Based upon the authors' own experiences in adopting the CCSS in their school,
the included exemplar lesson plans and ideas are designed to support school librarians as they begin
to collaborate with teachers in using the Common Core Standards in their daily classroom
instruction. The book also discusses the opportunities for advocacy that result from the librarian's
instrumental role in implementing the CCSS, both as a staff developer and a collaborative partner
teacher.

iowa core standards: Common Core for the Not-So-Common Learner, Grades 6-12
Andrea Honigsfeld, Maria G. Dove, 2013-07-30 New hope for our students who struggle most Under
the best of circumstances meeting the Common Core can be a challenge. But if you're a teacher of
academically or linguistically diverse students—and who isn’t these days—then that challenge may
sometimes feel more like a fantasy. Finally, here are two expert educators who are brave enough,
knowledgeable enough, and grounded enough to tackle this issue. The grades 6-12 follow-up to Dove
and Honigsfeld’s best-selling K-5 volume, this outstanding resource is packed with all the advice,
tools, and strategies you need to build struggling learners’ language skills in today’s Common Core
climate. Armed with this book, you’ll Better understand the 32 ELA anchor standards Learn more
about the specific skills uncommon learners need to master them Discover new research-based
teaching strategies aligned to each standard Maximize the effectiveness of collaboration and
co-teaching Read this book, implement its strategies, and see the benefits for yourself. It may be
your best hope for making the standards achievable for all kinds of uncommon learners: ELLs,
students with disabilities, speakers of nonstandard English, and other struggling students.
Honigsfeld and Dove provide educators with research, insights, tools, and models for helping diverse
students meet and exceed Common Core anchor literacy standards across disciplines. This book is a
powerful guide for deepening classroom teaching practices and engaging in professional
conversations that foster the enduring learning of content, language, and literacy. --Jeff Zwiers,
Researcher, Stanford University, CA Uncommon learners are more common in classrooms than you
think. . . .Thankfully, Honigsfeld and Dove show us the way. They pave a path to high expectations
that actually shows us how to get there. Filled with examples and ideas, this book will contribute in
significant ways to the success that all learners have for decades to come. --Douglas Fisher,
Professor, San Diego State University, CA

iowa core standards: The Common Core, an Uncommon Opportunity Judith K. March, Karen H.
Peters, 2013-11-05 Because the Common Core requires bold action Why The Common Core, an
Uncommon Opportunity? Why now? Because it tackles a largely overlooked component of
implementation: how to redesign your instructional delivery system, K-12. And you’ll have to; if you
don’t, you’ll be subject to the very same failure and frustration so many other districts and schools
are experiencing. What’s more, March and Peters describe how to integrate 21st Century Skills at
the very same time. It will help district leaders Develop structured, consistent, and organized
teaching and learning practices Make district-wide infrastructure adjustments for sustained reform
Use best practices for sustained achievement and continuous curriculum review

iowa core standards: Common Core for the Not-So-Common Learner, Grades K-5 Maria G.
Dove, Andrea Honigsfeld, 2013-03-08 The strategies you need to teach common standards to diverse
learners The elementary years are a critical opportunity to help students of all backgrounds meet
the demands of the Common Core Standards. In this realistic, thorough book, Maria Dove and
Andrea Honigsfeld show how to help every K-5 student, including English Learners, students with
disabilities, speakers of nonstandard English, and other struggling learners, meet the Common Core
Standards for English Language Arts (ELA). Educators will find an adaptable approach that ensures




all students develop lasting language skills. This resource Familiarizes readers with each of the
Common Core’s 32 ELA anchor standards Outlines the specific skills that students need to master
each standard Presents a wealth of flexible teaching strategies and instructional tools aligned to
each anchor standard Includes guidance on collaboration and co-teaching for student success
Common Core for the Not-So-Common Learner is the standards-based ELA resource that elementary
teachers have been waiting for! Each anchor standard in all five domains is fully explained with
practical, engaging activities that can add fun and learning to any classroom. Readers will feel
supported and energized for the challenges ahead, with a toolkit for meeting the needs of all
learners. —Elizabeth Gennosa, English/AIS Teacher Sagamore Middle School, Holtsville, NY Here's a
resource that will make your teaching life easier and support those learners in your classroom who
worry you the most. —Dolores Hennessy, Reading Specialist Hill and Plain School, New Milford, CT

iowa core standards: Research-Based Practices for Teaching Common Core Literacy P.
David Pearson, Elfrieda H. Hiebert, 2015 This one-of-a-kind resource will be invaluable to every
teacher educator, every curriculum director, and every literacy coach, whether or not they must
meet Common Core Standards. Bringing together perspectives from literacy luminaries, each
addressing their specialty, this book offers an accessible fund of rich practices in literacy
instruction. The book serves two purposes: First, it assembles a body of knowledge and wisdom from
leading literacy researchers who each draw from a long career in the field to address topics of
central importance to good literacy instruction. Second, these research-to-practice leaders connect
established best practices and foundational research to the current challenge of instruction to meet
Common Core Standards and other rigorous curriculum guidelines. The contributors point out
strengths of the Common Core as well as issues and oversights that educators should be aware of.
Closing chapters situate the Common Core within a continuum of educational policy and legislation.
Contributors: Richard L. Allington, Monica T. Billen, Jay S. Blanchard, Robert Calfee, Gina N.
Cervetti, Michael F. Graves, John T. Guthrie, Elfrieda H. Hiebert, James V. Hoffman, Rosalind
Horowitz, Michael L. Kamil, Barbara Kapinus, Richard Long, Leigh Ann Martin, Kimberly McCuiston,
James Nageldinger, David Paige, P. David Pearson, Timothy Rasinski, S. Jay Samuels, Barbara
Taylor, Joanna P. Williams, Kathleen Wilson “Pearson and Hiebert have long advocated for children
in schools, and this volume is no exception. They and their chapter authors situate the CCSS within
the historical and policy context in which it was written and support the literacy education
community as we wrestle with the implications the standards have for research, for teachers, for
teaching, and for learning.” —Sharon Walpole, University of Delaware “This book gets way beyond
generalities and polemics about the Common Core, taking a deep and measured dive into a wide
range of essential topics within the standards. I read a lot, and I can't think of the last time I read
anything about the CCSS as engaging and thought provoking as this.” —Nell K. Duke, University of
Michigan

iowa core standards: Something in Common Robert Rothman, 2011-10-01 Something in
Common is the first book to provide a detailed look at the groundbreaking Common Core State
Standards and their potential to transform American education. This book tells the story of the
unfolding political drama around the making of the Common Core State Standards for math and
English language arts, which were adopted by 43 states and the District of Columbia over a
six-month period in 2010, after decades of similar proposals had gone down in flames. As a senior
fellow at the major organization promoting the Common Core standards, education writer Bob
Rothman gives the reader a bird’s eye view of this unfolding drama and brings the major players to
life with lively anecdotes and behind-the-scenes details. He describes the developments leading up
to the historic agreement and compares them to earlier efforts. He also explains the content of the
standards in depth, describes steps being taken to implement them, and examines how the
assessment consortia plan to measure student performance against the new standards. The book is a
must-have reference work for researchers, practitioners, school leaders, policy makers, and others
interested in contemporary education policy and reform.

iowa core standards: America’s Schools at a Turning Point Corky O'Callaghan, 2014-11-15 The



education of America's children is critical to our nation and local communities, but sweeping reforms
have left teachers demoralized, children frustrated, and families disenfranchised. America's Schools
at a Turning Point: And how we THE PEOPLE can help shape their future is a wake-up call. Author
Corky O'Callaghan explains how families and educators can empower their communities to
effectively address the growing challenges now facing our public schools and help determine the
future of education reform. Ultimately, this is a story about working together and restoring faith and
confidence in the American dream.

iowa core standards: How Schools and Districts Meet Rigorous Standards Through Authentic
Intellectual Work M. Bruce King, 2016-04-18 Meet challenging standards by promoting students'
authentic intellectual work There is no such thing as a simple formula for school improvement, but
the Authentic Intellectual Work (AIW) framework presented in this book will help school- and
district-based teams improve the quality of instruction, assessment, and curriculum for more
rigorous and more equitable student learning. This book provides: Richly detailed case studies of
successful AIW implementation at the statewide, districtwide, and individual school levels
[llustrations of collaborative teaming to advance higher-order thinking, disciplined inquiry, and
value beyond school Exemplars of how AIW transforms professional development and evaluations
and increases coherence and alignment of initiatives

iowa core standards: Evidence, Politics, and Education Policy Lorraine M. McDonnell, M.
Stephen Weatherford, 2021-02-01 In Evidence, Politics, and Education Policy, political scientists
Lorraine M. McDonnell and M. Stephen Weatherford provide an original analysis of evidence use in
education policymaking to help scholars and advocates shape policy more effectively. The book
shows how multiple types of evidence are combined as elected officials and their staffs work with
researchers, advocates, policy entrepreneurs, and intermediary organizations to develop, create, and
implement education policies. Evidence, Politics, and Education Policy offers an in-depth
understanding of the political environment in which evidence is solicited and used. Two key case
studies inform the book’s findings. The primary case—a major, multimethod study—examines the
development and early implementation of the Common Core State Standards at the national level
and in four states: California, Indiana, Massachusetts, and Tennessee. A comparative case analyzes
the evidence used in Congressional hearings over the twenty-year history of the Children’s Health
Insurance Program. Together, the two cases illustrate the conditions under which different types of
evidence are used and, in particular, how federalism, the complexity of the policy problem, and the
policy’s maturity shape evidence use. McDonnell and Weatherford focus on three leverage points for
strengthening the use of research evidence in education policy: integrating research findings with
value-based policy ideas; designing policies with incentives for research use built into their rules and
organizational structures; and training policy analysts to promote the use of research in
policymaking venues.

iowa core standards: Getting Ready for College, Careers, and the Common Core David T.
Conley, 2013-10-07 Create programs that prepare students for college, careers, and the new and
challenging assessments of the Common Core State Standards Written for all educators but with an
emphasis on those at the secondary level, this important resource shows how to develop programs
that truly prepare students for both the Common Core assessments and for college and career
readiness. Based on multiple research studies conducted by Conley as well as experience he has
gained from working with dozens of high schools that succeed with a wide range of students, the
book provides specific strategies for teaching the CCSS in ways that improve readiness for college
and careers for the full range of students. Draws from research-based models for creating programs
for high school students that will ensure readiness for tests and for college and beyond Includes
strategies and practices for teachers to help students develop postsecondary preparedness Is the
third in a series of books on readiness written by David Conley, including College Knowledge and
College and Career Ready Teachers can use this valuable resource to understand the big picture
behind the Common Core State Standards, how to teach to them in ways that prepare students for
new, challenging assessments being implemented over the next few years and, more importantly,



how to help all students be ready for learning beyond high school.

iowa core standards: Common Core State Standards for Mathematics , 2012

iowa core standards: A Non-Freaked Out Guide to Teaching the Common Core Dave
Stuart, Jr., 2014-08-15 Implement the Common Core for ELA without all the stress A Non-Freaked
Out Guide to Teaching the Common Core uses the often-neglected anchor standards to get to the
heart of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS)—teaching students the skills they need to be
college and career ready. Each anchor standard is broken down into its key points, and a discussion
of each anchor standard's central purpose helps outline the context for each required skill. This
easy-to-read guide gives educators the kind of clear explanations, examples, and strategies they
need to feel comfortable teaching the CCSS, and shows how CCSS skills can be integrated into
virtually any existing lesson plan. Getting a firm grasp of the anchor standards is the quickest way to
start teaching the key concepts of the CCSS, and this user-friendly guide is designed to pave the way
for both the first-time teacher and the experienced pro.

iowa core standards: Bringing the Common Core to Life in K-8 Classrooms Eric Jensen,
LeAnn Nickelsen, 2013-12-31 Actively engage students in their own learning. Discover strategies to
promote student mastery of the Common Core State Standards for English language arts across the
curriculum. Explore techniques to lead students in close reading, activate their background
knowledge to prepare them for learning, and gain insight into habit formation. You'll develop the
know-how to effectively structure teaching to empower all students.

iowa core standards: Common Core Dilemma—Who Owns Our Schools? Mercedes K.
Schneider, 2015 In her new book, bestselling author Mercedes Schneider provides little-known
details about the history of the Common Core State Standards. She lifts the veil on how the Common
Core was developed, who was present in the back room, the push to copyright it so that test-makers
could profit, and the urgency for governors to sign commitments before the standards were even
completed. CCSS is publicized as being a state-led, teacher-developed approach guaranteed to
ensure that all students are college- and career-ready. By the end of this eye-opening book, readers
will come to understand the CCSS and its attendant assessments as something very different—an
education-restricting, profit-garnering opportunity packaged as an education-sounding sales pitch.
Common Core Dilemma will appeal to readers across the political spectrum who want to better
understand the role of corporations, nonprofits, big donors with strings attached, and the federal
government in exercising control in our schools. “Mercedes Schneider is the right person to take a
close look at the controversies around the Common Core. She is not only a high school teacher, but
also holds a Ph.D. in research methods and statistics. No one digs deeper than she to understand the
politics, money, and personalities behind big issues.” —Diane Ravitch, professor of education at New
York University, historian of education and bestselling author, author of Reign of Error “The
Common Core 'state' standards swept the nation in an educational coup d’etat six years ago. The
campaign was so swift that most Americans—indeed most educators—had never even heard of the
standards when they were adopted. Mercedes Schneider has become the nation's leading detective
investigating this 'whodunnit' mystery, and here she tells the tale, from the beginning.” —Anthony
Cody, educator, writer, and public speaker

iowa core standards: Common Core State Standards for Literacy in All Subjects , 2012

iowa core standards: School Social Work Carol Rippey Massat, Robert Constable, 2015-06
History and general perspectives in school social work -- The policy context for school social work
practice -- Assessment and practice-based research in school social work -- Policy practice -- Tier 1
Interventions -- Tier 2 Interventions in schools: working with at-risk students -- Tier 3 Interventions
in schools.

iowa core standards: School Social Work, Eighth Edition Carol Rippey Massat, Michael S.
Kelly, Robert Constable, 2020-05-08 School Social Work: Practice, Policy, and Research has been a
foundational guide to the profession for over 40 years. The first comprehensive introduction to the
field, the book has featured the writings of the pioneers in the field while also accommodating the
remarkable changes and growing complexities of the profession with each subsequent revision. The




profession continues to grow in both the US and internationally, despite the ever-present concerns
surrounding limited resources, budgets, and social worker to student ratios. Contemporary school
social work takes place throughout the whole school and community, it takes place through policy
change, and it takes place with at-risk students and their families as well as through individual and
group work with students who struggle both emotionally and academically. This book reflects the
many ways that school social work practice impacts academic, behavioral, and social outcomes for
both youths and the broader school community. This revision features the contributions of 21 new
scholars who bring their expertise in the field to this classic text. There are ten all-new chapters that
reflect the current and emerging issues central to the profession, and eight extensive revisions of
chapters from the previous edition. The eighth edition strengthens the book's focus on evidence
informed practice, and places all content within the context of the prevailing multi-tiered model of
school interventions.

iowa core standards: Rx for the Common Core Mary Boyd Ratzer, Paige Jaeger, 2014-01-22
Providing clear explanations of inquiry-based learning in the light of the Common Core, this book is
a practical and graphical guide that will serve as a much-needed primer for librarians and educators.
Common Core State Standards (CCSS) are putting educators under pressure to examine what works
and what doesn't. Even with the best efforts, integrating new strategies into daily practice in the
classroom or library can be frustrating. This book will help. Providing a professional development
toolkit that trains school librarians and teachers and enables them to train others, it presents a
sequence of scaffolded essential questions that results in a customized blueprint for effective
teaching. The book assembles background building blocks for inquiry and the Common Core,
illustrates and connects key concepts on how to introduce inquiry-based learning, and provides
effective tools for igniting the Common Core through inquiry-based learning methods. Developed
from the crucible of six years of professional development to real-world audiences with deep
experience in teaching and school librarianship, this book makes implementing inquiry learning and
embracing the Common Core easier for classroom teachers and school librarians who understand
the value of these teaching methods but are unsure of the best way to implement them.

iowa core standards: Teaching Strategies GOLD Cate Heroman, 2010

iowa core standards: Effective Curriculum for Teaching L2 Writing Eli Hinkel, 2015-02-20
Effective Curriculum for Teaching L2 Writing sets out a clear big picture for curricular thinking
about L2 writing pedagogy and offers a step-by-step guide to curriculum design with practical
examples and illustrations. Its main purpose is to help pre-service and practicing teachers design
courses for teaching academic writing and to do this as efficiently and effectively as possible.
Bringing together the what and the how-to with research-based principles, what sets this book apart
is its overarching focus on language pedagogy and language building. Part 1 examines curricular
foundations in general and focuses on what is socially valued in L2 writing and pedagogy at school
and at the college and university level. Part 2 is concerned with the nitty-gritty—the daily realities of
curricular design and classroom instruction. Part 3 takes a close look at the key pedagogical
ingredients of teaching academic L2 writing: vocabulary and collocations, grammar for academic
writing, and down-to-earth techniques for helping L2 writers to organize discourse and ideas. The
Appendix provides an extensive checklist for developing curricula for a course or several courses in
language teaching.
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