
frankenstein in baghdad
frankenstein in baghdad is a compelling novel set in the heart of war-torn Iraq, blending elements
of horror, political satire, and philosophical inquiry. This article explores the multifaceted story
crafted by Ahmed Saadawi, examining its origins, plot, central themes, literary significance, and its
impact on readers and critics alike. By delving into the context of Baghdad’s tumultuous
environment, the symbolism of the Frankenstein myth, and the broader implications for
contemporary literature, readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of why frankenstein in
baghdad continues to resonate worldwide. Whether you are a literature enthusiast, a student, or
simply curious about Middle Eastern fiction, this guide offers valuable insights and deep analysis
that will enhance your appreciation of the novel.
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Background and Origins of Frankenstein in Baghdad

Ahmed Saadawi’s frankenstein in baghdad was first published in Arabic in 2013 and quickly
garnered international attention for its innovative blend of genres and social commentary. The novel
is set in post-invasion Baghdad, a city grappling with violence, chaos, and the search for identity.
Saadawi, an Iraqi novelist, poet, and screenwriter, drew inspiration from Mary Shelley’s classic
Frankenstein, reimagining the monster within the context of contemporary Iraq. This unique
adaptation situates the story amid real-world events, making frankenstein in baghdad a poignant
reflection on the consequences of war. The book’s translation into multiple languages and its
inclusion on prestigious literary lists have solidified its reputation as a landmark work in Middle
Eastern fiction.

Plot Overview and Key Characters



At the core of frankenstein in baghdad is the story of Hadi al-Attag, a junk dealer who collects body
parts from bomb-blast victims and stitches them together to create a composite corpse. His intention
is to give the anonymous dead a proper burial, but the body—named “Whatsitsname”—unexpectedly
comes to life, seeking vengeance and justice for those who have been killed. The ensuing chaos
draws in a cast of diverse characters, each representing different facets of Baghdad’s fractured
society.

Primary Characters in Frankenstein in Baghdad

Hadi al-Attag: The eccentric junk dealer and creator of Whatsitsname.

Whatsitsname: The reanimated creature, embodying the city’s grief and anger.

Mahmoud al-Sawadi: A journalist investigating the strange murders linked to Whatsitsname.

Elishva: An elderly woman searching for her missing son, believing Whatsitsname is his return.

Brigadier Majid: A military officer tasked with restoring order amid the creature’s rampage.

These characters intertwine in a narrative that blurs the boundaries between reality and the
supernatural, offering readers a gripping and emotionally charged experience. The plot’s
progression mirrors the escalating violence and confusion of Baghdad, while each character’s
perspective adds depth to the overall story.

Major Themes and Symbolism

frankenstein in baghdad explores several profound themes, with symbolism woven throughout its
narrative. The most prominent theme is the search for justice in a society overwhelmed by violence
and fragmentation. The monster, made from the body parts of various victims, symbolizes the
collective trauma of the city and questions the nature of guilt, retribution, and morality. The novel
draws direct parallels with Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, using the monster as both a literal and
metaphorical representation of Baghdad’s suffering.

Key Themes in Frankenstein in Baghdad

Identity and Humanity: The creature’s struggle to understand its purpose and existence
mirrors the city’s quest for meaning.

Justice and Revenge: Whatsitsname’s mission blurs the line between avenger and perpetrator,
raising ethical dilemmas.

War and Trauma: The pervasive impact of violence on individuals and communities is
illustrated through the fragmented monster and the city itself.



Absurdity and Satire: The novel employs dark humor and satire to highlight the surreal nature
of everyday life in Baghdad.

The symbolism in frankenstein in baghdad is rich and layered, with Whatsitsname representing not
only the victims of violence but also the city’s desperate longing for closure and peace. Through
these themes, Saadawi challenges readers to reflect on the meaning of justice, the consequences of
war, and the resilience of humanity.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

Ahmed Saadawi’s literary style in frankenstein in baghdad is marked by a blend of realism and the
supernatural, creating a unique narrative voice that is both engaging and thought-provoking. The
novel employs multiple perspectives, allowing readers to witness events through the eyes of
different characters. This multifaceted approach enhances the complexity of the story and reinforces
the theme of fragmentation.

Narrative Devices in Frankenstein in Baghdad

Interwoven Storylines: The novel shifts between characters and plotlines, reflecting the1.
chaotic nature of Baghdad.

Satirical Elements: Saadawi uses irony and dark humor to critique political and social realities.2.

Supernatural Realism: The resurrection of Whatsitsname serves as a fantastical element3.
grounded in the harsh realities of war.

Symbolic Language: Imagery and metaphor are employed to deepen readers’ understanding of4.
trauma and identity.

The narrative structure and stylistic choices in frankenstein in baghdad contribute to its immersive
atmosphere, keeping readers engaged while prompting critical reflection on the issues presented.

Cultural and Political Significance

frankenstein in baghdad is more than just a work of fiction; it is a powerful commentary on the
cultural and political landscape of Iraq during the years following the US invasion. The novel
portrays the everyday struggles of Baghdad’s citizens, their resilience in the face of adversity, and
the breakdown of traditional social structures. By using the Frankenstein myth, Saadawi connects
global audiences to the universal themes of loss, identity, and the search for justice.



Impact on Iraqi and Global Audiences

Reflects the complexities of post-war Iraq and its diverse communities.

Challenges stereotypes by presenting nuanced and relatable characters.

Encourages dialogue about violence, accountability, and reconciliation.

Bridges Eastern and Western literary traditions through its adaptation of Frankenstein.

The novel’s significance extends beyond Iraq, offering insight into the consequences of conflict and
the enduring power of storytelling to address societal wounds.

Reception and Critical Acclaim

Since its publication, frankenstein in baghdad has received widespread acclaim from critics, readers,
and literary organizations. The novel won the International Prize for Arabic Fiction in 2014 and was
shortlisted for the Man Booker International Prize in 2018. Reviewers have praised Saadawi’s
inventive storytelling, his ability to capture the spirit of Baghdad, and the novel’s relevance to
contemporary issues.

Critical Responses to Frankenstein in Baghdad

Praised for its originality and bold reimagining of a classic myth.

Noted for its incisive commentary on post-war Iraqi society.

Recognized for its literary merit and accessible narrative style.

Appreciated by both Middle Eastern and international audiences.

The book’s success has helped draw global attention to modern Arabic literature, inspiring further
translations and adaptations.

Influence on Modern Literature

frankenstein in baghdad has played a significant role in shaping the landscape of contemporary
Middle Eastern fiction. Its blend of horror, satire, and social critique has inspired a new wave of
writers to explore complex themes through innovative storytelling techniques. The novel’s
international recognition has also contributed to greater visibility for Iraqi literature, encouraging



dialogue between cultures and fostering understanding.

Legacy of Frankenstein in Baghdad

Encouraged exploration of war and trauma in literary works.

Promoted cross-cultural adaptations of classic stories.

Influenced the emergence of speculative fiction in Arabic literature.

Fostered global appreciation for Iraqi writers and their perspectives.

As frankenstein in baghdad continues to be read and discussed worldwide, its impact on modern
literature remains profound and enduring.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the central plot of frankenstein in baghdad?
A: The novel follows Hadi al-Attag, a junk dealer in Baghdad, who creates a creature from body parts
of bombing victims. The monster, named Whatsitsname, comes to life and seeks revenge for the
dead, leading to chaos and philosophical questions about justice and identity.

Q: Who wrote frankenstein in baghdad and when was it
published?
A: frankenstein in baghdad was written by Ahmed Saadawi and first published in Arabic in 2013. It
has since been translated into several languages and received international acclaim.

Q: What are the main themes explored in frankenstein in
baghdad?
A: The novel explores themes such as identity, justice, revenge, war, trauma, and the absurdity of
life in a conflict zone. It uses symbolism and satire to examine the effects of violence on individuals
and society.

Q: How does frankenstein in baghdad relate to Mary Shelley’s



Frankenstein?
A: frankenstein in baghdad reimagines Shelley’s Frankenstein within the context of modern Iraq,
using the monster as a metaphor for collective trauma and the consequences of war, while raising
ethical questions about humanity and morality.

Q: What is the significance of the monster Whatsitsname in
the novel?
A: Whatsitsname symbolizes the collective grief and anger of Baghdad’s citizens, embodying their
unresolved suffering and quest for justice. The creature’s existence prompts reflection on the nature
of revenge and the meaning of identity.

Q: What awards has frankenstein in baghdad won?
A: The novel won the International Prize for Arabic Fiction in 2014 and was shortlisted for the Man
Booker International Prize in 2018, among other accolades.

Q: Why is frankenstein in baghdad considered an important
work of modern literature?
A: Its innovative narrative, powerful themes, and cross-cultural appeal have made it a significant
contribution to contemporary Arabic and world literature, inspiring new approaches to storytelling
and social commentary.

Q: How has frankenstein in baghdad influenced other writers?
A: The novel has inspired writers to blend genres, address social issues through speculative fiction,
and adapt classic myths to reflect contemporary realities, particularly in Middle Eastern literature.

Q: What makes frankenstein in baghdad unique among war
novels?
A: Its fusion of horror, satire, and political critique, along with its adaptation of a classic myth to a
modern setting, distinguishes frankenstein in baghdad from traditional war novels.

Q: Is frankenstein in baghdad suitable for academic study?
A: Yes, the novel’s rich themes, literary techniques, and cultural significance make it an excellent
choice for academic analysis in courses on literature, Middle Eastern studies, and comparative
fiction.
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Frankenstein in Baghdad: A Post-War Dystopia and a
Masterpiece of Modern Literature

Ahlam Mosteghanemi's Frankenstein in Baghdad isn't just a novel; it's a visceral experience. It's a
dark, darkly humorous, and deeply poignant exploration of post-war Iraq, rendered through the
unsettling lens of a resurrected corpse. This post will delve into the novel's compelling narrative, its
masterful use of allegory, its exploration of trauma and loss, and its enduring relevance in our
increasingly fragmented world. We'll unpack the key themes, characters, and symbolic elements that
make Frankenstein in Baghdad a must-read and a potent commentary on war's devastating
consequences.

Understanding the Monstrous Creation: Hadi and the
Aftermath of War

The novel’s central character isn't a scientist, but a scavenger named Hadi, who unwittingly
assembles the body parts of victims of the Iraq War, unwittingly creating a creature named Hadi.
This grotesque amalgamation isn't merely a monster; it's a symbol of the fractured and decaying
society surrounding him. Each body part represents a life lost, a story untold, a piece of a broken
nation. Hadi’s creation is a reflection of the violence and chaos that have consumed Baghdad. This
isn't a classic Frankenstein narrative; it's a distinctly Iraqi Frankenstein, rooted in the very soil of
conflict and loss.

The Power of Allegory: More Than Just a Monster Story

Frankenstein in Baghdad transcends the horror genre; it's a powerful allegory for the political and
social turmoil of post-war Iraq. The creature's very existence highlights the senseless violence and
the suffering inflicted on innocent civilians. The novel doesn't shy away from the brutality of war;
instead, it confronts it head-on, forcing the reader to confront the moral ambiguities and the
lingering trauma.

#### Exploring Themes of Violence, Trauma, and Identity
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The novel explores the enduring impact of violence on individuals and communities. The characters
grapple with the psychological scars of war, the loss of loved ones, and the struggle to rebuild their
lives amidst the rubble. The creature's journey, though monstrous, becomes a poignant reflection of
the collective trauma experienced by the Iraqi people. The very act of piecing together the body
parts mirrors the attempt to piece back together a shattered nation. This exploration of trauma
extends beyond the physical to delve into the emotional and psychological wounds that war inflicts.

Hadi: The Unintentional Creator and his Struggle

Hadi himself is a complex character. He is not a malicious creator, but a man simply trying to
survive in the ruins of his city. His creation is a consequence of the circumstances, an accidental
byproduct of a war-torn environment. This adds another layer to the story; it's not a tale of
deliberate creation and monstrous ambition, but one of unintended consequences and the burden of
responsibility. His relationship with the creature is one of reluctant guardianship, tinged with a
strange form of affection.

#### The Creature’s Evolution and Search for Identity

The resurrected being, also named Hadi, begins as a mindless creature driven by primal instincts.
Gradually, however, he develops a sense of self-awareness and a yearning for understanding. His
journey towards self-discovery becomes a mirror of the Iraqi people's struggle to find their identity
in a post-war landscape. This search for belonging and acceptance amidst constant threat and chaos
highlights the human spirit's resilience in the face of adversity.

The Significance of Setting: Baghdad's Role in the Narrative

Baghdad itself is a significant character in the novel. The city's physical and emotional devastation is
inextricably linked to the creature's journey and the struggles of its inhabitants. The ruins, the
markets, and the streets are not merely backdrops; they are active participants in the narrative,
reflecting the chaos and trauma of post-war life. The descriptions of Baghdad's ravaged landscape
are both stark and deeply moving, creating a visceral sense of place and loss.

Conclusion

Frankenstein in Baghdad is more than a horror novel; it's a literary masterpiece that uses allegory
and powerful imagery to expose the devastating consequences of war and the enduring resilience of
the human spirit. It's a challenging and rewarding read, offering a profound meditation on trauma,
identity, and the possibility of rebuilding in the face of unimaginable loss. The novel's enduring
power lies in its unflinching portrayal of reality and its ability to resonate with readers long after the
book is closed.



Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. Is Frankenstein in Baghdad a horror novel? While elements of horror are present, it's more
accurately described as a dark allegory exploring post-war trauma and the complexities of Iraqi
society.

2. What is the significance of the creature's name being the same as the creator's? It underscores
the intertwined fates of the creator and the created, mirroring the interconnectedness of individuals
and society in a war-torn environment.

3. How does the novel depict the role of women in post-war Iraq? The novel features strong female
characters who navigate the challenges and complexities of their lives amidst violence and
instability, showcasing their resilience and agency.

4. What is the overall tone of the novel? The tone is multifaceted, shifting between dark humor,
brutal realism, and moments of surprising tenderness and compassion.

5. Is Frankenstein in Baghdad a difficult read? Yes, the novel deals with sensitive and violent subject
matter, requiring emotional engagement and reflection. However, the powerful narrative and
engaging characters make it a rewarding experience for readers willing to confront these themes.

  frankenstein in baghdad: Frankenstein in Baghdad Ahmed Saadawi, 2018-01-23
*International Booker Prize finalist* “Brave and ingenious.” —The New York Times “Gripping, darkly
humorous . . . profound.” —Phil Klay, bestselling author and National Book Award winner for
Redeployment “Extraordinary . . . A devastating but essential read.” —Kevin Powers, bestselling
author and National Book Award finalist for The Yellow Birds From the rubble-strewn streets of
U.S.-occupied Baghdad, Hadi—a scavenger and an oddball fixture at a local café—collects human
body parts and stitches them together to create a corpse. His goal, he claims, is for the government
to recognize the parts as people and to give them proper burial. But when the corpse goes missing, a
wave of eerie murders sweeps the city, and reports stream in of a horrendous-looking criminal who,
though shot, cannot be killed. Hadi soon realizes he’s created a monster, one that needs human flesh
to survive—first from the guilty, and then from anyone in its path. A prizewinning novel by
“Baghdad’s new literary star” (The New York Times), Frankenstein in Baghdad captures with
white-knuckle horror and black humor the surreal reality of contemporary Iraq.
  frankenstein in baghdad: Frankenstein in Baghdad Ahmed Saadawi, 2018-02
  frankenstein in baghdad: Frankenstein in Baghdad Ahmed Saadawi, 2018-02-01 WINNER OF
THE INTERNATIONAL PRIZE FOR ARABIC FICTION A SATIRICAL REIMAGINING OF MARY
SHELLEY'S FRANKENSTEIN SET IN MODERN-DAY BAGHDAD, BRILLIANTLY CAPTURING THE
HORROR OF A CITY AT WAR From the rubble-strewn streets of US-occupied Baghdad, Hadi collects
body parts from the dead, which he stitches together to form a corpse. He claims he does it to force
the government to recognise the parts as real people, and give them a proper burial. But when the
corpse goes missing, a wave of eerie murders sweeps across the city, and reports stream in of a
horrendous-looking, flesh-eating monster that cannot be killed. At first it's the guilty he attacks, but
soon it's anyone who crosses his path... 'A remarkable book' Observer WINNER OF THE KITSCHIES
GOLDEN TENTACLE AWARD SHORTLISTED FOR THE ARTHUR C. CLARKE AWARD 2019
  frankenstein in baghdad: Baghdad Noir Muhsin al-Ramli, Nassif Falak, Sinan Antoon,
2018-08-07 This unique anthology of Iraqi noir fiction collects fourteen original stories of crime,
conspiracy, regret, and revenge in the capital of Iraq. The centuries-old city of Baghdad has known



many rulers, many troubles, and many crimes. But while most Iraqis would agree that their life has
always been noir, there has not been a literary tradition to capture this aspect of the culture. By
commissioning the fourteen stories collected here—most by Iraqi writers, all by authors familiar with
Baghdad—editor Samuel Shimon and Akashic Books have created what may be the first anthology of
Iraqi crime fiction ever assembled. Here you will read of life in Baghdad both during and after the
Saddam Hussein era, with stories of fear in the shadow of a ruthless dictator; kidnappings in the
time of U.S. occupation; detectives who investigate political conspiracies; and tales of revenge,
assassination, mental illness, and family struggle in the war-torn City of Peace. Baghdad Noir
includes brand-new stories by Sinan Antoon, Ali Bader, Mohammed Alwan Jabr, Nassif Falak, Dheya
al-Khalidi, Hussain al-Mozany, Layla Qasrany, Hayet Raies, Muhsin al-Ramli, Ahmed Saadawi, Hadia
Said, Salima Salih, Salar Abdoh, and Roy Scranton.
  frankenstein in baghdad: The Baghdad Clock Shahad Al Rawi, 2018-05-03 Shortlisted for the
International Prize for Arabic Fiction 2018 This number one best-selling title in Iraq, Dubai, and the
UAE is a heart-rending tale of two girls growing up in war-torn Baghdad Baghdad, 1991. The Gulf
War is raging. Two girls, hiding in an air raid shelter, tell stories to keep the fear and the darkness
at bay, and a deep friendship is born. But as the bombs continue to fall and friends begin to flee the
country, the girls must face the fact that their lives will never be the same again. This poignant
debut novel reveals just what it's like to grow up in a city that is slowly disappearing in front of your
eyes, and how in the toughest times, children can build up the greatest resilience.
  frankenstein in baghdad: The Familiar Dark Amy Engel, 2020-03-31 One of Publishers
Weekly's Best Books of 2020 (Mystery/Thriller) From its gripping beginning to its sobering finale,
Amy Engel's The Familiar Dark never fails to enthrall with surprising twists.–Associated Press A
spellbinding story of a mother with nothing left to lose who sets out on an all-consuming quest for
justice after her daughter is murdered on the town playground. Sometimes the answers are worse
than the questions. Sometimes it's better not to know. Set in the poorest part of the Missouri Ozarks,
in a small town with big secrets, The Familiar Dark opens with a murder. Eve Taggert, desperate
with grief over losing her daughter, takes it upon herself to find out the truth about what happened.
Eve is no stranger to the dark side of life, having been raised by a hard-edged mother whose lessons
Eve tried not to pass on to her own daughter. But Eve may need her mother's cruel brand of
strength if she's going to face the reality about her daughter's death and about her own true nature.
Her quest for justice takes her from the seedy underbelly of town to the quiet woods and, most
frighteningly, back to her mother's trailer for a final lesson. The Familiar Dark is a story about the
bonds of family—women doing the best they can for their daughters in dire circumstances—as well
as a story about how even the darkest and most terrifying of places can provide the comfort of home.
  frankenstein in baghdad: When I Hit You Meena Kandasamy, 2020-03-17 The widely
acclaimed novel of an abused woman in India and her fight for freedom: “A triumph.” —The
Guardian Named a Best Book of the Year by the Financial Times, the Guardian, the Daily Telegraph,
and the Observer Shortlisted for the Women’s Prize for Fiction Longlisted for the Dylan Thomas
Prize Shortlisted for the Jhalak Prize Based on the author’s own experience, When I Hit You follows
the narrator as she falls in love with a university professor and agrees to be his wife. Soon, the
newlywed experiences extreme violence at her husband’s hands and finds herself socially isolated.
Yet hope keeps her alive. Writing becomes her salvation, a supreme act of defiance, in a harrowing
yet fierce and funny novel that not only examines one woman’s battle against terror and loneliness
but reminds us how fiction and stories can help us escape.
  frankenstein in baghdad: Gothic for Girls Julia Round, 2019-10-29 Winner of the 2019
Broken Frontier Award for Best Book on Comics Today fans still remember and love the British girls’
comic Misty for its bold visuals and narrative complexities. Yet its unique history has drawn little
critical attention. Bridging this scholarly gap, Julia Round presents a comprehensive cultural history
and detailed discussion of the comic, preserving both the inception and development of this
important publication as well as its stories. Misty ran for 101 issues as a stand-alone publication
between 1978 and 1980 and then four more years as part of Tammy. It was a hugely successful



anthology comic containing one-shot and serialized stories of supernatural horror and fantasy aimed
at girls and young women and featuring work by writers and artists who dominated British comics
such as Pat Mills, Malcolm Shaw, and John Armstrong, as well as celebrated European artists. To
this day, Misty remains notable for its daring and sophisticated stories, strong female characters,
innovative page layouts, and big visuals. In the first book on this topic, Round closely analyzes
Misty’s content, including its creation and production, its cultural and historical context, key
influences, and the comic itself. Largely based on Round’s own archival research, the study also
draws on interviews with many of the key creators involved in this comic, including Pat Mills, Wilf
Prigmore, and its art editorial team Jack Cunningham and Ted Andrews, who have never previously
spoken about their work. Richly illustrated with previously unpublished photos, scripts, and letters,
this book uses Misty as a lens to explore the use of Gothic themes and symbols in girls’ comics and
other media. It surveys existing work on childhood and Gothic and offers a working definition of
Gothic for Girls, a subgenre which challenges and instructs readers in a number of ways.
  frankenstein in baghdad: Frankenstein a Baghdad Ahmed Saadawi,
2015-10-08T00:00:00+02:00 Vincitore del Prize for Arabic Fiction (il Booker arabo) nel 2014, tra
180 candidati provenienti da 15 diversi paesi arabi. Il romanzo è ambientato a Baghdad durante
l’occupazione americana nel 2005-2006. La città è costellata di esplosioni kamikaze, percorsa da
violenze settarie tra sciiti e sunniti e altri gruppi, priva di un ordine statale e civile vero e proprio,
immersa nella precarietà economica. Un misterioso personaggio raccoglie e mette insieme i pezzi di
cadaveri prodotti dalle esplosioni e crea un Frankenstein, un mostro che comincia a vivere e a
vendicare le vittime. Un po’ alla volta questo mostro, su cui indagano inutilmente polizia e giornali,
terrorizza la popolazione di Baghdad, passando a colpire anche vittime innocenti. «Saadawi utilizza
il realismo magico con ottimi risultati, mescolando la fantasia con la macabra realtà di Baghdad.
L’elemento fantastico aggiunge un tocco di allegria all’opera, mitigando la sua crudezza. Baghdad
stessa emerge come un personaggio formidabile, la città natale che Saadawi descrive come un
“inferno in terra”». The New York Times «Frankenstein a Baghdad si è aggiudicato la settima
edizione del Premio Internazionale della narrativa araba. Il riconoscimento va a un libro sulla
vendetta, la crudeltà e la sete di giustizia in una città devastata dalle bombe e dalle violenze
settarie». Il Sole 24 Ore
  frankenstein in baghdad: Jokes for the Gunmen Mazen Maarouf, 2019-01-03 LONGLISTED
FOR THE INTERNATIONAL MAN BOOKER PRIZE 2019 A brilliant collection of fictions in the vein
of Roald Dahl, Etgar Keret and Amy Hempel. These are stories of what the world looks like from a
child's pure but sometimes vengeful or muddled perspective. These are stories of life in a war zone,
life peppered by surreal mistakes, tragic accidents and painful encounters. These are stories of
fantasist matadors, lost limbs and perplexed voyeurs. This is a collection about sex, death and the
all-important skill of making life into a joke. These are unexpected stories by a very fresh voice.
These stories are unforgettable.
  frankenstein in baghdad: Frankissstein Jeanette Winterson, 2019-10-01 LONGLISTED FOR
THE BOOKER PRIZE. From New York Times bestselling author Jeanette Winterson comes her most
anticipated book since Why Be Happy When You Could Be Normal? about the bodies we live in and
the bodies we desire. Since her astonishing debut at twenty-five with Oranges Are Not the Only
Fruit, Jeanette Winterson has achieved worldwide critical and commercial success as one of the
most daring and inventive writers of our time (Elle). Her new novel, Frankissstein, is an audacious
love story that weaves disparate lives into an exploration of transhumanism, artificial intelligence,
and queer love. Lake Geneva, 1816. Nineteen-year-old Mary Shelley is inspired to write a story
about a scientist who creates a new life-form. In Brexit Britain, 2019, a young transgender doctor
called Ry is falling in love with Victor Stein, a celebrated professor leading the public debate around
AI and carrying out some experiments of his own in a vast underground network of tunnels.
Meanwhile, Ron Lord, just divorced and living with his mum, is set to make his fortune launching a
new generation of sex dolls for lonely men everywhere. Across the Atlantic, in Phoenix, Arizona, a
cryogenics facility houses dozens of bodies of men and women who are medically and legally



dead...but waiting to return to life. What will happen when homo sapiens is no longer the smartest
being on the planet? In fiercely intelligent prose, Jeanette Winterson shows us how much closer we
are to that future than we realize. Funny and furious, bold and clear-sighted, Frankissstein is a love
story about life itself.
  frankenstein in baghdad: Here, Bullet Brian Turner, 2014-09-01 A first-person account of the
Iraq War by a solider-poet, winner of the 2005 Beatrice Hawley Award. Adding his voice to the
current debate about the US occupation of Iraq, in poems written in the tradition of such poets as
Wilfred Owen, Yusef Komunyakaa (Dien Cai Dau), Bruce Weigl (Song of Napalm) and Alice James’
own Doug Anderson (The Moon Reflected Fire), Iraqi war veteran Brian Turner writes power-fully
affecting poetry of witness, exceptional for its beauty, honesty, and skill. Based on Turner’s yearlong
tour in Iraq as an infantry team leader, the poems offer gracefully rendered, unflinching description
but, remarkably, leave the reader to draw conclusions or moral lessons. Here, Bullet is a must-read
for anyone who cares about the war, regardless of political affiliation.
  frankenstein in baghdad: Wolf Season Helen Benedict, 2017-10-10 National Reading Group
Month Great Group Reads selection [Helen Benedict] has emerged as one of our most thoughtful
and provocative writers of war literature. —David Abrams, author of Fobbit and Brave Deeds, at the
Quivering Pen No one writes with more authority or cool-eyed compassion about the experience of
women in war both on and off the battlefield than Helen Benedict. . . . Wolf Season is more than a
novel for our times; it should be required reading. —Elissa Schappell, author of Use Me and
Blueprints for Building Better Girls Fierce and vivid and full of hope, this story of trauma and
resilience, of love and family, of mutual aid and solidarity in the aftermath of a brutal war is nothing
short of magic. . . . To read these pages is to be transported to a world beyond hype and propaganda
to see the human cost of war up close. This is not a novel that allows you to walk away unchanged.
—Cara Hoffman, author of Be Safe I Love You and Running A novel of love, loss, and survival, Wolf
Season delves into the complexities and murk of the after-war with blazing clarity. You will come to
treasure these characters for their strengths and foibles alike. Helen Benedict has delivered yet
again, and contemporary war literature is much the better for it. —Matt Gallagher, author of
Kaboom: Embracing the Suck in a Savage Little War and Youngblood After a hurricane devastates a
small town in upstate New York, the lives of three women and their young children are irrevocably
changed. Rin, an Iraq War veteran, tries to protect her blind daughter and the three wolves under
her care. Naema, a widowed doctor who fled Iraq with her wounded son, faces life-threatening
injuries and confusion about her feelings for Louis, a veteran and widower harboring his own secrets
and guilt. Beth, who is raising a troubled son, waits out her marine husband's deployment in
Afghanistan, equally afraid of him coming home and of him never returning at all. As they struggle
to maintain their humanity and find hope, their war-torn lives collide in a way that will affect their
entire community. Helen Benedict is the author of seven novels, including Sand Queen, a Publishers
Weekly Best Contemporary War Novel; five works of nonfiction, including The Lonely Soldier: The
Private War of Women Serving in Iraq; and the play The Lonely Soldier Monologues. She lives in
New York.
  frankenstein in baghdad: Gris Grimly's Frankenstein Mary Shelley, 2013-08-27 Retells, in
graphic novel format, Mary Shelley's classic tale of a monster, assembled by a scientist from parts of
dead bodies, who develops a mind of his own as he learns to loathe himself and hate his creator.
  frankenstein in baghdad: Dark at the Crossing Elliot Ackerman, 2017-01-24 NATIONAL
BOOK AWARD FINALIST “Transports readers into a world few Americans know” —Washington Post
A timely new novel of stunning humanity and tension: a contemporary love story set on the Turkish
border with Syria. Haris Abadi is a man in search of a cause. An Arab American with a conflicted
past, he is now in Turkey, attempting to cross into Syria and join the fight against Bashar al-Assad's
regime. But he is robbed before he can make it, and is taken in by Amir, a charismatic Syrian
refugee and former revolutionary, and Amir's wife, Daphne, a sophisticated beauty haunted by grief.
As it becomes clear that Daphne is also desperate to return to Syria, Haris's choices become ever
more wrenching: Whose side is he really on? Is he a true radical or simply an idealist? And will he be



able to bring meaning to a life of increasing frustration and helplessness? Told with compassion and
a deft hand, Dark at the Crossing is an exploration of loss, of second chances, and of why we choose
to believe--a trenchantly observed novel of raw urgency and power. “Promises to be one of the most
essential books of 2017” —Esquire
  frankenstein in baghdad: The Novel Nawal El Saadawi, 2009 “The novel caused tremendous
outrage.” So begins Nawal El Saadawi’s tenth novel. And indeed, when the famous Egyptian
psychiatrist and writer released The Novel in 2005, it was banned all over the Arab world. But the
novel inside The Novel is by a young woman—a woman who is only 23 years old, who has “no family,
no university degree, no national identity card,” whose name does not appear on this “lists of
prominent women writers.” A woman, that is, whose biography is as unlike Saadawi’s own as
possible, as if she has stripped herself of all the effects of her own worldly existence to explore
something earlier, more elemental, than the political work for which she is so well known. In
following the life of this young, unnamed, woman writer as it intersects with those of a famous
writer named Rostum, his wife Carmen, and a poet called Miriam, El Saadawi gives us a deeply felt
exploration of the nature of identity, of fame, of writing, and of freedom.
  frankenstein in baghdad: Video Palace: In Search of the Eyeless Man Maynard Wills,
2020-10-13 A collection of chilling stories from the leading writers in horror and suspense, exploring
elusive urban legends. Join Michael Monelo, one of the creators of the Blair Witch Project, and TV
writer/director veteran, Nick Braccia, on a journey through urban horror and suspense. Explore the
world of Maynard Wills, PhD, professor of folklore and fan of the podcast, Video Palace. The podcast
followed a man named Mark Cambria, who along with his girlfriend Tamra Wulff, investigated the
origins of a series of esoteric white video tapes. Cambria went missing in pursuit of these tapes, but
not before hearing whispers of an ominous figure called the Eyeless Man. Fascinated by the podcast
and Cambria’s disappearance, Wills embarks on his own investigation into the origins of the tapes
and the Eyeless Man, who he believes has lurked in the dark corners of media culture and urban
legends for at least seventy-five years. As part of his study, he has invited popular writers of horror
and gothic fiction to share their own Eyeless Man stories, whether heard around the campfire or
experienced themselves. Get swept away in this thrilling and terrifying horror anthology—which can
be read on its own or as a companion to the hit Shudder podcast, Video Palace. Short stories
include: -“Deep Focus” by Bob DeRosa -“The Satanic Schoolgirls” by Meirav Devash and Eddie
McNamara -“Doorways of the Soul” by Owl Goingback -“A Texas Teen Story” by Brea Grant -“Two
Unexplained Disappearances in South Brisbane, Recalled by an Innocent Bystander” by Merrin J.
McCormick -“Dreaming in Lilac on a Cool Evening” by Rebekah McKendry and David Ian McKendry
-“Ecstatica” by Ben Rock -“The Inward Eye” by John Skipp -“The Real Sharon Lockenby” by Graham
Skipper -“Ranger Ronin Presents…” by Gordon B. White
  frankenstein in baghdad: Iraq + 100 Hassan Blasim, 2017-09-12 One of NPR's Best Books of
2017! A groundbreaking anthology of science fiction from Iraq that will challenge your perception of
what it means to be “The Other” “History is a hostage, but it will bite through the gag you tie around
its mouth, bite through and still be heard.”—Operation Daniel In a calm and serene world, one has
the luxury of imagining what the future might look like. Now try to imagine that future when your
way of life has been devastated by forces beyond your control. Iraq + 100 poses a question to Iraqi
writers (those who still live in that nation, and those who have joined the worldwide diaspora): What
might your home country look like in the year 2103, a century after a disastrous foreign invasion?
Using science fiction, allegory, and magical realism to challenge the perception of what it means to
be “The Other”, this groundbreaking anthology edited by Hassan Blasim contains stories that are
heartbreakingly surreal, and yet utterly recognizable to the human experience. Though born out of
exhaustion, fear, and despair, these stories are also fueled by themes of love, family, and endurance,
and woven through with a delicate thread of hope for the future. At the Publisher's request, this title
is being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
  frankenstein in baghdad: Spoils Brian Van Reet, 2017-01-03 It is April 2003. American forces
have taken Baghdad and are now charged with winning hearts and minds. But this vital tipping point



is barely recognized for what it is, as a series of miscalculations and blunders fuels an
already-simmering insurgency intent on making Iraq the next graveyard of empires. In dazzling and
propulsive prose, Brian Van Reet explores the lives on both sides of the battle lines: Cassandra, a
nineteen-year-old gunner on an American Humvee who is captured during a deadly firefight and
awakens in a prison cell; Abu Al-Hool, a lifelong mujahedeen beset by a simmering crisis of
conscience as he struggles against enemies from without and within, including the new wave of far
more radicalized jihadists; and Specialist Sleed, a tank crewman who goes along with a victimless
crime, the consequences of which are more awful than any he could have imagined. Depicting a war
spinning rapidly out of control, destined to become a modern classic, Spoils is an unsparing and
morally complex novel that chronicles the achingly human cost of combat. The finest Iraq War novel
yet written by an American-Wall Street Journal, 10 Best Novels of the Year An electrifying debut
(The Economist) that maps the blurred lines between good and evil, soldier and civilian, victor and
vanquished.
  frankenstein in baghdad: The Iraqi Christ Hassan Blasim, 2013-12-03 ** WINNER OF THE
ENGLISH PEN WRITERS IN TRANSLATION AWARD ** **LONG-LISTED FOR THE 2013 FRANK
O'CONNOR INTERNATIONAL SHORT STORY AWARD** **BOOK OF THE MONTH IN THE
SKINNY** A soldier with the ability to predict the future finds himself blackmailed by an insurgent
into the ultimate act of terror… A deviser of crosswords survives a car-bomb attack, only to discover
he is now haunted by one of its victims… Fleeing a robbery, a Baghdad shopkeeper falls into a deep
hole, at the bottom of which sits a djinni and the corpse of a soldier from a completely different
war… From legends of the desert to horrors of the forest, Blasim’s stories blend the fantastic with
the everyday, the surreal with the all-too-real. Taking his cues from Kafka, his prose shines a
dazzling light into the dark absurdities of Iraq’s recent past and the torments of its countless
refugees. The subject of this, his second collection, is primarily trauma and the curious strategies
human beings adopt to process it (including, of course, fiction). The result is a masterclass in
metaphor – a new kind of story-telling, forged in the crucible of war, and just as shocking. 'At first,
you receive Blasim with the kind of shocked applause you’d award a fairly transgressive stand-up.
You’re quite elated. Then you stop reading it at bedtime. At his best, Blasim produces a corrosive
mixture of broken lyricism, bitter irony and hyper-realism which topples into the fantastic and the
quotidian in the same reading moment.' – M John Harrison 'Perhaps the best writer of Arabic fiction
alive...' – The Guardian. 'Bolaño-esque in its visceral exuberance, and also Borgesian in its gnomic
complexity... a master of metaphor.' – The Guardian.
  frankenstein in baghdad: Crow Fair Thomas McGuane, 2015-03-03 Set in Big Sky Country, a
triumphant collection of stories written with a comic genius in the vein of Twain and Gogol—from
from the acclaimed author of Ninety-two in the Shade and Cloudbursts, “one of America's best
short-story writers of the last 50 years (The Boston Globe) These stories attest to the generous
compass of Thomas McGuane's fellow feeling, as well as to his unique way with words. In this
collection, filled with grace and humor, the ties of family make for uncomfortable binds: A devoted
son is horrified to discover his mother's antics before she slipped into dementia, and a father's
outdoor skills are no match for a change in the weather. But complications arise equally in the
absence of blood, as when lifelong friends on a fishing trip finally confront their deep dislike for each
other. Or when a gifted traveling cattle breeder succumbs to the lure of a stranger's offer of easy
money. McGuane is as witty and large-hearted as we have ever known him, and Crow Fair is a
jubilant, thunderous confirmation of his status as a modern master.
  frankenstein in baghdad: Cloudbursts Thomas McGuane, 2018 ONE OF THE WALL STREET
JOURNAL'S BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR For more than four decades, Thomas McGuane has been
heralded as an unrivaled master of the short story. Now the arc of that achievement appears in one
definitive volume--forty-five stories, including two new and six previously uncollected pieces. Set in
the seedy corners of Key West, the remote shore towns of the Bahamas, and McGuane's hallmark
Big Sky country with its vast and unforgiving landscape, these are stories of people on the fringes of
society, whose twisted pasts meddle with their chances for companionship. Moving from the



hilarious to the tragic and back again, McGuane writes about familial dysfunction, emotional failure,
and American loneliness, celebrating the human ability to persist through life's absurdities.
  frankenstein in baghdad: The Celebration of Death in Contemporary Culture Dina
Khapaeva, 2017-03-06 Popular culture has reimagined death as entertainment and monsters as
heroes, reflecting a profound contempt for the human race
  frankenstein in baghdad: Frankenstein Jason Cobley, Mary Shelley, 2008 A graphic novel
dealing with such subjects as alienation, empathy and understanding beyond appearance.
  frankenstein in baghdad: In Search of Mary Shelley Fiona Sampson, 2018-06-05 We know the
facts of Mary Shelley’s life in some detail—the death of her mother, Mary Wollstonecraft, within
days of her birth; the upbringing in the house of her father, William Godwin, in a house full of radical
thinkers, poets, philosophers, and writers; her elopement, at the age of seventeen, with Percy
Shelley; the years of peripatetic travel across Europe that followed. But there has been no literary
biography written this century, and previous books have ignored the real person—what she actually
thought and felt and why she did what she did—despite the fact that Mary and her group of
second-generation Romantics were extremely interested in the psychological aspect of life.In this
probing narrative, Fiona Sampson pursues Mary Shelley through her turbulent life, much as Victor
Frankenstein tracked his monster across the arctic wastes. Sampson has written a book that finally
answers the question of how it was that a nineteen-year-old came to write a novel so dark,
mysterious, anguished, and psychologically astute that it continues to resonate two centuries later.
No previous biographer has ever truly considered this question, let alone answered it.
  frankenstein in baghdad: The Book of Collateral Damage Sinan Antoon, 2019-05-28 Sinan
Antoon returns to the Iraq war in a poetic and provocative tribute to reclaiming memory
Widely-celebrated author Sinan Antoon’s fourth and most sophisticated novel follows Nameer, a
young Iraqi scholar earning his doctorate at Harvard, who is hired by filmmakers to help document
the devastation of the 2003 invasion of Iraq. During the excursion, Nameer ventures to al-Mutanabbi
street in Baghdad, famed for its bookshops, and encounters Wadood, an eccentric bookseller who is
trying to catalogue everything destroyed by war, from objects, buildings, books and manuscripts,
flora and fauna, to humans. Entrusted with the catalogue and obsessed with Wadood’s project,
Nameer finds life in New York movingly intertwined with fragments from his homeland’s past and its
present—destroyed letters, verses, epigraphs, and anecdotes—in this stylistically ambitious
panorama of the wreckage of war and the power of memory.
  frankenstein in baghdad: The Dark Descent of Elizabeth Frankenstein Kiersten White,
2019-10-08 A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER AN NPR BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR A CHICAGO
PUBLIC LIBRARY BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR Inescapably compelling. —VICTORIA SCHWAB, #1
New York Times bestselling author of The Invisible Life of Addie Larue A masterful and monstrous
retelling. —STEPHANIE GARBER, #1 New York Times and internationally bestselling author of
Caraval and Legendary A stunning and dark reimagining of Frankenstein told from the point-of-view
of Elizabeth Lavenza, who is taken in by the Frankenstein family. Elizabeth Lavenza hasn't had a
proper meal in weeks. Her thin arms are covered with bruises from her caregiver, and she is on the
verge of being thrown into the streets . . . until she is brought to the home of Victor Frankenstein, an
unsmiling, solitary boy who has everything—except a friend. Victor is her escape from misery.
Elizabeth does everything she can to make herself indispensable—and it works. She is taken in by
the Frankenstein family and rewarded with a warm bed, delicious food, and dresses of the finest silk.
Soon she and Victor are inseparable. But her new life comes at a price. As the years pass, Elizabeth's
survival depends on managing Victor's dangerous temper and entertaining his every whim, no
matter how depraved. Behind her blue eyes and sweet smile lies the calculating heart of a girl
determined to stay alive no matter the cost . . . as the world she knows is consumed by darkness.
**Ebook exclusive: the full text of Mary Shelley's FRANKENSTEIN**
  frankenstein in baghdad: Minor Detail Adania Shibli, 2020-05-26 A searing, beautiful novel
meditating on war, violence, memory, and the sufferings of the Palestinian people Finalist for the
National Book Award Longlisted for the International Booker Prize Minor Detail begins during the



summer of 1949, one year after the war that the Palestinians mourn as the Nakba—the catastrophe
that led to the displacement and exile of some 700,000 people—and the Israelis celebrate as the War
of Independence. Israeli soldiers murder an encampment of Bedouin in the Negev desert, and among
their victims they capture a Palestinian teenager and they rape her, kill her, and bury her in the
sand. Many years later, in the near-present day, a young woman in Ramallah tries to uncover some
of the details surrounding this particular rape and murder, and becomes fascinated to the point of
obsession, not only because of the nature of the crime, but because it was committed exactly
twenty-five years to the day before she was born. Adania Shibli masterfully overlays these two
translucent narratives of exactly the same length to evoke a present forever haunted by the past.
  frankenstein in baghdad: The Yellow Birds Kevin Powers, 2012-09-11 Finalist for the
National Book Award, The Yellow Birds is the harrowing story of two young soldiers trying to stay
alive in Iraq. The war tried to kill us in the spring. So begins this powerful account of friendship and
loss. In Al Tafar, Iraq, twenty-one-year old Private Bartle and eighteen-year-old Private Murphy cling
to life as their platoon launches a bloody battle for the city. Bound together since basic training
when Bartle makes a promise to bring Murphy safely home, the two have been dropped into a war
neither is prepared for. In the endless days that follow, the two young soldiers do everything to
protect each other from the forces that press in on every side: the insurgents, physical fatigue, and
the mental stress that comes from constant danger. As reality begins to blur into a hazy nightmare,
Murphy becomes increasingly unmoored from the world around him and Bartle takes actions he
could never have imagined. With profound emotional insight, especially into the effects of a hidden
war on mothers and families at home, The Yellow Birds is a groundbreaking novel that is destined to
become a classic.
  frankenstein in baghdad: The Road from Damascus Robin Yassin-Kassab, 2008-06-05 It is
summer 2001 and Sami Traifi has escaped his fraying marriage and minimal job prospects to visit
Damascus. In search of his roots and himself, he instead finds a forgotten uncle in a gloomy back
room, and an ugly secret about his beloved father... Returning to London, Sami finds even more to
test him as his young wife Muntaha reveals that she is taking up the hijab. Sami embarks on a
wilfully ragged journey in the opposite direction, away from religion – but towards what? As Sami
struggles to understand Muntaha’s newly-deepened faith, her brother Ammar’s hip hop Islamism
and his father-in-law’s need to see grandchildren, so his emotional and spiritual unraveling begins to
accelerate. And the more he rebels, the closer he comes to betraying those he loves, edging
ever-nearer to the brink of losing everything... Set against a powerfully-evoked backdrop of
multi-ethnic, multi-faith London, The Road from Damascus explores themes as big as love, faith and
hope, and as fundamental as our need to believe in something bigger than ourselves, whatever that
might be.
  frankenstein in baghdad: The Casebook of Victor Frankenstein Peter Ackroyd, 2008 Peter
Ackroyd's imagination dazzles in this brilliant novel written in the voice of Victor Frankenstein
himself. Mary Shelley and Shelley are characters in the novel. It was at Oxford that I first met
Bysshe. We arrived at our college on the same day; confusing to a mere foreigner, it is called
University College. I had seen him from my window and had been struck by his auburn locks. The
long-haired poet -- Mad Shelley -- and the serious-minded student from Switzerland spark each
other's interest in the new philosophy of science which is overturning long-cherished beliefs.
Perhaps there is no God. In which case, where is the divine spark, the soul? Can it be found in the
human brain? The heart? The eyes? Victor Frankenstein begins his anatomy experiments in a barn
near Oxford. The coroner's office provides corpses -- but they have often died of violence and
drowning; they are damaged and putrifying. Victor moves his coils and jars and electrical fluids to a
deserted pottery and from there, makes contact with the Doomesday Men -- the resurrectionists.
Victor finds that perfect specimens are hard to come by . . . until that Thames-side dawn when,
wrapped in his greatcoat, he hears the splashing of oars and sees in the half-light the approaching
boat where, slung into the stern, is the corpse of a handsome young man, one hand trailing in the
water. . . .



  frankenstein in baghdad: Playing with Fire (after Frankenstein) Barbara Field, 1989 THE
STORY: As the play begins, an exhausted and dying Victor Frankenstein has finally tracked down his
Creature in the lonely, frozen tundra of the North Pole. Determined to right the wrong he has
committed by, at last, destroying the malignant evil he be
  frankenstein in baghdad: The Dinner Guest Gabriela Ybarra, 2018-03-01 LONGLISTED FOR
THE 2018 MAN BOOKER INTERNATIONAL PRIZE The Dinner Guest is Gabriela Ybarra’s
prizewinning literary debut: a singular autobiographical novel piecing together the kidnap and
murder of her grandfather by terrorists, reflecting on the personal impact of private pain and public
tragedy. The story goes that in my family there’s an extra dinner guest at every meal. He’s invisible,
but always there. He has a plate, glass, knife and fork. Every so often he appears, casts his shadow
over the table, and erases one of those present. The first to vanish was my grandfather. In 1977,
three terrorists broke into Gabriela Ybarra’s grandfather’s home, and pointed a gun at him in the
shower. This was the last time his family saw him alive, and his kidnapping played out in the press,
culminating in his murder. Ybarra first heard the story when she was eight, but it was only after her
mother’s death, years later, that she felt the need to go deeper and discover more about her family’s
past. The Dinner Guest is a novel, with the feel of documentary non-fiction. It connects two
life-changing events – the very public death of Ybarra’s grandfather, and the more private pain as
her mother dies from cancer and Gabriela cares for her. Devastating yet luminous, the book is an
investigation, marking the arrival of a talented new voice in international fiction.
  frankenstein in baghdad: My Coney Island Baby Billy O'Callaghan, 2019-01-17 'A poignant,
piercing meditation on middle age and the passing of time... will linger with you long after the book
is closed' Guardian *SHORTLISTED FOR THE ENCORE AWARD 2020* On a bitterly cold winter’s
afternoon, Michael and Caitlin escape their unhappy marriages to keep an illicit rendezvous. Once a
month, for the past quarter of a century, Coney Island has been their haven; these precious, hidden
hours their only nourishment. But now, amid the howling of an angry snowstorm, the shut-down,
out-of-season resort feels like the edge of the world. And their lives, suddenly, are on the brink –
with news of serious illness on one side, and a move to the Midwest on the other.
  frankenstein in baghdad: God 99 Hassan Blasim, 2020-11-26 Chess-playing
people-traffickers, suicidal photographers, absurdist sound sculptors, cat-loving rebel sympathisers,
murderous storytellers... The characters in Hassan Blasim’s debut novel are not the inventions of a
wild imagination, but real-life refugees and people whose lives have been devastated by war.
Interviewed by Hassan Owl, an aspiring Iraq-born writer, they become the subjects of an online art
project, a blog that blurs the boundaries between fiction and autobiography, reportage and the
novel. Framed by an email correspondence with the mysterious Alia, a translator of the Romanian
philosopher Emil Cioran, the project leads us through the bars, brothels and bathhouses of Hassan’s
past and present in a journey of trauma, violence, identity and desire. Taking its conceit from the
Islamic tradition that says God has 99 names, the novel trains a kaleidoscopic lens on the multiplicity
of experiences behind Europe’s so-called ‘migrant crisis’, and asks how those who have been
displaced might find themselves again. God 99 is the highly anticipated debut novel by
award-winning Iraqi writer, poet and filmmaker Hassan Blasim. Winner of an English PEN
Translates Award.
  frankenstein in baghdad: The Corpse Washer Sinan Antoon, 2013-07-30 Born into a family of
corpse washers, Jawad abandons tradition by enrolling in Baghdad's Academy of Fine Arts to study
sculpting, but the conditions caused by Saddam Hussein's oppressive rule force a return home to the
family business.
  frankenstein in baghdad: On Smaller Dogs and Larger Life Questions Kate Figes, 2018-02-28
Coming up to her sixtieth birthday, Kate Figes found herself turning to the larger questions of
family, love and life's meaning. It is like this author to examine different stages in writing, and her
books - from new motherhood and adolescence to coupledom and infidelity - testify to this way of
understanding herself and others: so naturally she turned to writing to explore the challenges of
becoming sixty. And then - a horrible, and sudden diagnosis of breast cancer which had



metastasised. Instead of a gentle journey into middle age, Kate Figes began to write for her life.
Now, clawing back confidence and control was not just the ordinary business of these years: it was
the only way to try and survive great pain and emotional turmoil. As her writing became an honest
reflection on ageing, failing, regrets and the importance of childhood memory, friends, family and
love she found a new determination to live to the full and about finding ways to face up to a
shortened life expectancy with dignity. Original, passionate, funny and moving, On Smaller Dogs and
Larger Life Questions will resonate with anyone dealing with the many griefs and freedoms of
midlife. It is about living with a life-threatening disease but it is even more: an intelligent and
passionate look at the way we can approach disappointment and trouble, friendship and love - every
day.
  frankenstein in baghdad: An Iraqi In Paris Samuel Shimon, 2012-03-15 A young Iraqi writer
sets out to become a Hollywood film-maker, only to end up as a refugee on the streets of Paris,
where he beds down in a metro station. Although his dream of making a film about his deaf mute
father is never realised, the extraordinary encounters he has with the likes of Jean-Luc Godard,
Samuel Beckett and a ghost from Père Lachaise Cemetery transform his own story into a captivating
drama more compelling than anything on the big screen.
  frankenstein in baghdad: Senlin Ascends Josiah Bancroft, 2017-08-22 The first book in the
word-of-mouth phenomenon debut fantasy series about one man's dangerous journey through a
labyrinthine world. One of my favorite books of all time -- Mark Lawrence The Tower of Babel is the
greatest marvel in the world. Immense as a mountain, the ancient Tower holds unnumbered
ringdoms, warring and peaceful, stacked one on the other like the layers of a cake. It is a world of
geniuses and tyrants, of luxury and menace, of unusual animals and mysterious machines. Soon after
arriving for his honeymoon at the Tower, the mild-mannered headmaster of a small village school,
Thomas Senlin, gets separated from his wife, Marya, in the overwhelming swarm of tourists,
residents, and miscreants. Senlin is determined to find Marya, but to do so he'll have to navigate
madhouses, ballrooms, and burlesque theaters. He must survive betrayal, assassins, and the illusions
of the Tower. But if he hopes to find his wife, he will have to do more than just endure. This quiet
man of letters must become a man of action.
  frankenstein in baghdad: Sand Queen Helen Benedict, 2012-07-31 Nineteen-year-old Kate
Brady joined the army to bring honor to her family and to the Middle East. Instead, she finds herself
in a forgotten corner of the Iraq desert in 2003, guarding a makeshift American prison. There, Kate
meets Naema Jassim, an Iraqi medical student whose father and little brother have been detained in
the camp. Kate and Naema promise to help each other, but the war soon strains their intentions.
Like any soldier, Kate must face the daily threats of combat duty, but as a woman, she is in equal
danger from the predatory men in her unit. Naema suffers bombs, starvation, and the loss of her
home and family. As the two women struggle to survive and hold on to the people they love, each
comes to have a drastic and unforeseeable effect on the other’s life. Culled from real life experiences
of female soldiers and Iraqis, Sand Queen offers a story of hope, courage and struggle from the rare
perspective of women at war.
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