guide to florida best of florida

guide to florida best of florida is your ultimate resource for discovering the Sunshine State’s most
remarkable destinations, attractions, and experiences. Whether you’re planning a family vacation, a
romantic getaway, or a solo adventure, this comprehensive guide covers everything from Florida’s
pristine beaches and thrilling theme parks to its vibrant cities, natural wonders, and culinary delights.
You’ll learn about the best places to visit, top things to do, hidden gems, and expert travel tips to
make your journey unforgettable. Dive into the heart of Florida with this SEO-optimized article, crafted
to help travelers, locals, and adventure seekers alike explore the best that Florida has to offer. Read
on to unlock the secrets of Florida’s iconic sights, world-class entertainment, outdoor escapes, and
cultural treasures. With detailed sections and carefully curated information, this guide ensures you

make the most of your time in Florida. Let’s embark on an exploration of Florida’s finest together.
e Overview of Florida’s Best Destinations
e Top Beaches in Florida
e Must-See Theme Parks and Attractions
¢ Stunning Natural Wonders
e Vibrant Cities and Local Culture

¢ Florida’s Culinary Highlights

e Travel Tips for Exploring Florida



Overview of Florida’s Best Destinations

Florida is renowned for its diverse landscapes, iconic attractions, and inviting climate. From the Atlantic
to the Gulf coasts, the state offers an impressive variety of destinations that cater to every traveler’s
preference. Whether you’re interested in relaxation, adventure, culture, or entertainment, Florida’s best
spots deliver unforgettable experiences. This guide to Florida best of Florida will introduce you to the

top cities, coastal escapes, and inland treasures that define the Sunshine State.

Popular Regions Worth Visiting

Florida’s geography is as diverse as its attractions. The state is divided into several regions, each
offering unique experiences. South Florida is home to vibrant Miami and the laid-back Florida Keys.
Central Florida boasts Orlando’s world-famous theme parks and natural springs. The Gulf Coast
features charming cities like Tampa and Naples, while North Florida offers historic St. Augustine and

scenic Panhandle beaches.

¢ South Florida: Miami, Fort Lauderdale, Florida Keys

¢ Central Florida: Orlando, Kissimmee, Ocala

¢ Gulf Coast: Tampa Bay, Sarasota, Clearwater

¢ North Florida: Jacksonville, Tallahassee, Pensacola

Notable Landmarks and Attractions

Florida’s best destinations are marked by their iconic landmarks. The Everglades National Park,
Kennedy Space Center, and the Art Deco District in Miami are just a few must-see sites. Each location

offers a glimpse into Florida’s rich history, natural beauty, and modern appeal, making them integral



stops on any itinerary.

Top Beaches in Florida

Florida’s coastline stretches over 1,300 miles, offering some of the world’s most beautiful beaches.
The guide to Florida best of Florida highlights beaches that consistently rank among the state’s finest
for their pristine sands, clear waters, and vibrant atmospheres. Whether you seek tranquility or bustling

boardwalks, Florida’s beaches provide the perfect setting for relaxation and recreation.

Most Popular Beaches

¢ South Beach (Miami): Known for its lively atmosphere, art deco architecture, and turquoise

waters.
¢ Clearwater Beach: Famous for its white sand and family-friendly amenities.
» Siesta Key Beach: Renowned for its powdery quartz sand and gentle surf.
¢ Destin Beach: Offers emerald-green waters and excellent fishing opportunities.

¢ Naples Beach: A peaceful escape with stunning sunsets and upscale charm.

Activities and Amenities

Florida beaches cater to a variety of interests, from water sports and fishing to sunbathing and
beachcombing. Many offer lifeguard services, picnic areas, playgrounds, and nearby restaurants.

Visitors can enjoy kayaking, paddleboarding, jet skiing, or simply unwind under the sun. Beachfront



accommodations and resorts are widely available, ensuring comfort and convenience for travelers.

Must-See Theme Parks and Attractions

Florida is globally recognized for its world-class theme parks and attractions. Orlando is the epicenter,
hosting some of the biggest names in entertainment and family fun. The guide to Florida best of
Florida details the top parks and must-see attractions that are essential for any visitor seeking

excitement and adventure.

Top Theme Parks

» Walt Disney World Resort: The largest and most visited theme park complex in the world.

¢ Universal Orlando Resort: Offers thrilling rides, immersive experiences, and the Wizarding World

of Harry Potter.

e SeaWorld Orlando: Features marine life shows, aquariums, and exhilarating roller coasters.

¢ Busch Gardens Tampa Bay: Combines animal encounters with adrenaline-pumping rides.

Other Noteworthy Attractions

Beyond theme parks, Florida offers a wealth of attractions such as the Kennedy Space Center,
LEGOLAND Florida, and the historic Castillo de San Marcos. These sites provide educational and

entertaining experiences for visitors of all ages, making them essential elements of the best of Florida.



Stunning Natural Wonders

Florida’s natural beauty is showcased in its parks, reserves, and unique ecosystems. The guide to
Florida best of Florida highlights the state’s most awe-inspiring natural wonders, from the vast
wetlands of the Everglades to the underwater marvels of the Florida Keys. Outdoor enthusiasts will

find endless opportunities for exploration and adventure.

Everglades National Park

The Everglades is one of the largest subtropical wilderness areas in the United States. Visitors can
explore its diverse habitats via airboat tours, hiking trails, and wildlife viewing platforms. The park is

home to rare species such as the American crocodile, Florida panther, and countless bird varieties.

The Florida Keys and Coral Reefs

Stretching from Key Largo to Key West, the Florida Keys are famed for their crystal-clear waters and
vibrant coral reefs. Snorkeling, scuba diving, and boating reveal a colorful underwater world teeming
with marine life. The Overseas Highway offers breathtaking views and easy access to these island

paradises.

Springs and State Parks

Central and North Florida boast numerous freshwater springs and state parks, such as Ichetucknee
Springs and Silver Springs. These areas are perfect for swimming, tubing, kayaking, and wildlife

spotting, offering a refreshing alternative to coastal attractions.



Vibrant Cities and Local Culture

Florida’s cities are hubs of culture, entertainment, and history. The guide to Florida best of Florida
explores the unique character of each city, from Miami’s cosmopolitan flair to St. Augustine’s colonial
heritage. Visitors can experience art, music, nightlife, and local festivals that showcase the state’s

dynamic spirit.

Miami

Miami is celebrated for its multicultural atmosphere, stunning beaches, and booming nightlife. The
city’s neighborhoods, such as Little Havana and Wynwood, offer a blend of Cuban heritage, street art,

and trendy dining.

Orlando

Orlando is more than just theme parks. Its downtown area features museums, theaters, and a lively
food scene. The city also hosts major events and conventions, attracting visitors from around the

world.

Tampa Bay Area

The Tampa Bay region combines urban excitement with waterfront relaxation. Attractions include the
Tampa Riverwalk, historic Ybor City, and vibrant festivals. The area is also known for its sports teams

and family-friendly activities.

St. Augustine

St. Augustine is the oldest city in the United States, rich in colonial history and Spanish architecture.

Its cobblestone streets, historic forts, and cultural events make it a must-visit destination for history



enthusiasts.

Florida’s Culinary Highlights

Florida’s cuisine reflects its diverse population and abundant natural resources. The guide to Florida
best of Florida showcases the state’s signature dishes, top restaurants, and culinary traditions. From

fresh seafood to tropical fruits, Florida offers a vibrant dining scene that satisfies every palate.

Signature Dishes and Local Favorites

Key Lime Pie: A tangy dessert originating from the Florida Keys.

Stone Crab Claws: Seasonal delicacy served with mustard sauce.

Grouper Sandwiches: Popular along the Gulf Coast.

Cuban Sandwiches: A Miami staple packed with flavor.

Florida Citrus: Oranges, grapefruits, and other fruits feature in many recipes.

Best Places to Eat

Florida’s dining options range from waterfront seafood shacks to upscale international restaurants.
Cities like Miami, Tampa, and Orlando are known for their innovative chefs and diverse menus. Local
farmers’ markets and food festivals provide opportunities to sample regional specialties and fresh

ingredients.



Travel Tips for Exploring Florida

To make the most of your guide to Florida best of Florida experience, consider these expert travel tips.
Planning ahead ensures a smooth journey and helps you discover the state’s hidden treasures.
Whether you’re driving the scenic coastal highways or visiting popular attractions, these

recommendations will enhance your Florida adventure.

Best Time to Visit

Florida enjoys a warm climate year-round, but the best time to visit is during the winter and spring
months when temperatures are mild and humidity is lower. Peak tourist seasons coincide with holidays

and school vacations, so plan accordingly for crowds and pricing.

Transportation and Getting Around

Renting a car is the most convenient way to explore Florida’s diverse regions.

Major cities offer public transit options, including buses and light rail.

Ride-sharing services are widely available for urban travel.

Consider guided tours for efficient sightseeing of major attractions.

Safety and Travel Essentials

Florida’s sunny weather calls for sunscreen, hats, and hydration. Be mindful of wildlife in natural areas
and follow local guidelines for water safety. Staying informed about weather forecasts, especially

during hurricane season, ensures a safe and enjoyable trip.












Q: What are the top destinations highlighted in the guide to Florida

best of Florida?

A: The guide features Miami, Orlando, Tampa Bay, St. Augustine, the Florida Keys, and major beach

destinations such as Clearwater and Siesta Key as top places to visit in Florida.

Q: Which Florida beaches are considered the best for families?

A: Clearwater Beach, Siesta Key Beach, and Destin Beach are known for their family-friendly

amenities, safe swimming areas, and nearby attractions suitable for all ages.

Q: What are Florida’s must-see theme parks according to the guide?

A: Walt Disney World Resort, Universal Orlando Resort, SeaWorld Orlando, and Busch Gardens

Tampa Bay are recommended as essential theme park experiences in Florida.

Q: Are there natural wonders in Florida worth visiting?

A: Yes, the Everglades National Park, the Florida Keys’ coral reefs, and freshwater springs like

Ichetucknee Springs are among the state’s most stunning natural wonders.

Q: What are some signature dishes to try in Florida?

A: Key lime pie, stone crab claws, grouper sandwiches, Cuban sandwiches, and Florida citrus are

highlighted as must-try local specialties.

Q: When is the best time to travel to Florida?

A: The best time to visit Florida is during the winter and spring months for pleasant temperatures and

lower humidity, avoiding peak summer crowds.



Q: How can visitors get around Florida efficiently?

A: Renting a car is recommended for flexibility, while public transit and ride-sharing services are

available in major cities for convenient urban travel.

Q: What cultural experiences does Florida offer?

A: Florida offers vibrant art scenes, multicultural neighborhoods, historic sites, and lively festivals,

especially in cities like Miami, Orlando, and St. Augustine.

Q: Are there travel safety tips for exploring Florida?

A: Travelers should use sunscreen, stay hydrated, follow water safety guidelines, and monitor weather

conditions, particularly during hurricane season.

Q: Can the guide to Florida best of Florida help with planning an
itinerary?

A: Yes, the guide provides detailed information on destinations, attractions, activities, and travel tips to

help plan a memorable Florida itinerary.
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to Florida will help you plan the perfect vacation, uncovering the best of what this diverse state has
to offer. Whether you're seeking thrilling adventures, relaxing getaways, or a blend of both, this post
will equip you with the knowledge to craft an unforgettable Florida experience. We’ll explore the
best attractions, hidden gems, and practical tips to make your trip seamless and unforgettable.

Exploring Florida's Diverse Regions:

Florida isn't just one place; it's a tapestry of distinct regions, each with its own unique charm.
Understanding these differences is key to planning a truly personalized trip.

1. South Florida: Sun, Sand, and City Lights

South Florida, encompassing Miami, Fort Lauderdale, and the Florida Keys, pulsates with a vibrant
energy.

Miami: Experience the Art Deco architecture of South Beach, explore the vibrant Little Havana, and
enjoy the luxurious ambiance of Coconut Grove. For a taste of nightlife, head to Wynwood Walls, a
street art paradise.

Fort Lauderdale: Known as the "Venice of America," Fort Lauderdale offers tranquil canals, beautiful
beaches, and a sophisticated atmosphere. Take a gondola ride or explore the numerous waterfront
restaurants.

Florida Keys: Drive down the iconic Overseas Highway, stopping at charming towns like Key West,
known for its laid-back atmosphere, sunset celebrations, and Hemingway House. Snorkeling and
diving opportunities abound in this underwater paradise.

2. Central Florida: Theme Park Thrills and Natural Beauty

Central Florida is synonymous with world-class theme parks.

Orlando: Home to Walt Disney World, Universal Orlando Resort, and SeaWorld, Orlando is a mecca
for theme park enthusiasts. Plan your visit meticulously, as each park offers a vast array of
attractions.

Kennedy Space Center: For space exploration enthusiasts, a visit to the Kennedy Space Center is a
must. Explore the history of space travel and marvel at the impressive rockets and spacecratft.
Natural Springs: Escape the theme park crowds and relax at one of Central Florida's many natural
springs, perfect for swimming, kayaking, and enjoying the tranquil natural beauty.

3. North Florida: History, Nature, and Coastal Charm



North Florida offers a slower pace of life, rich history, and stunning natural landscapes.

St. Augustine: Explore America's oldest city, with its historic architecture, charming streets, and

captivating stories. Take a horse-drawn carriage ride or visit the Castillo de San Marcos National
Monument.

Tallahassee: Discover Florida's capital city, with its elegant architecture, vibrant arts scene, and

numerous parks and green spaces.

Amelia Island: Relax on pristine beaches, explore charming seaside towns, and enjoy the natural
beauty of this coastal paradise. Horseback riding on the beach is a popular activity.

Planning Your Florida Adventure:

Accommodation:

Florida offers a wide range of accommodation options, from luxurious resorts to budget-friendly
hotels and vacation rentals. Consider your budget and desired location when making your choice.

Transportation:

Renting a car provides the most flexibility for exploring Florida, especially if you plan to visit
multiple regions. Public transportation is available in major cities, but can be limited in other areas.

Best Time to Visit:

Florida's weather varies throughout the year. The best time to visit is during the fall and spring,
when the temperatures are mild and the crowds are smaller. Summer can be hot and humid, while
winter can bring occasional cold snaps.

Hidden Gems of Florida:

Beyond the well-known attractions, Florida hides many lesser-known gems waiting to be discovered.

Dry Tortugas National Park: A remote archipelago in the Gulf of Mexico, accessible by boat or
seaplane, boasting pristine beaches and stunning coral reefs.



Crystal River: Swim with manatees in their natural habitat during winter months.
Everglades National Park: Explore the vast Everglades ecosystem, teeming with diverse wildlife and
breathtaking scenery. Take an airboat tour for a unique perspective.

Conclusion:

Florida offers an unparalleled vacation experience, catering to a wide range of interests and
preferences. This guide to Florida provides a starting point for planning your dream vacation,
highlighting the best attractions, hidden gems, and practical tips to ensure a smooth and
unforgettable trip. Remember to tailor your itinerary to your personal interests and budget, and get
ready to experience the magic of the Sunshine State!

FAQs:

1. What's the best way to get around Florida? Renting a car is generally recommended for maximum
flexibility, especially if you plan to explore multiple regions. Public transportation is available in
major cities but may be limited elsewhere.

2. What's the average cost of a trip to Florida? The cost of a Florida trip varies greatly depending on
your travel style, length of stay, and choice of accommodation. Budgeting for accommodation,
transportation, food, and activities is essential.

3. What are some free things to do in Florida? Enjoy Florida's many beautiful beaches, explore state
parks (often with minimal entrance fees), and visit free attractions like the Wynwood Walls in Miami
or stroll through historic districts.

4. What's the best time to visit the theme parks? Weekdays are generally less crowded than
weekends. Visiting during the off-season (excluding major holidays) can offer better value and
shorter wait times.

5. Are there any safety concerns to be aware of in Florida? Like any travel destination, it's wise to be
aware of your surroundings and take necessary precautions to protect yourself and your belongings.
Be mindful of potential hurricane season (June 1st - November 30th).

guide to florida best of florida: Paddler's Guide to the Sunshine State Sandy Huff, 2001
Offers maps, descriptions of wildlife and scenery in Florida, a guide to fishing spots, and a list of
rental services for novice and experienced paddlers.

guide to florida best of florida: The Book Lover's Guide to Florida Kevin M. McCarthy, 1992
Here is the book lover's literary tour of Florida, an exhaustive survey of writers, books, and literary
sites in every part of the state. The state is divided into ten areas and each one is described from a
literary point of view. You will learn what authors lived in or wrote about a place, which books



describe the place, what important movies were made there, even the literary trivia which the true
Florida book lover will want to know. You can use the book as a travel guide to a new way to see the
state, as an armchair guide to a better understanding of our literary heritage, or as a guide to what
to read next time you head to a bookstore or library.--Publisher.

guide to florida best of florida: The Rough Guide to Florida Rough Guides, 2009-08-03 The
Rough Guide to Florida is the ultimate travel guide with clear maps and detailed coverage of all the
best attractions Florida has to offer. Discover the dynamic regions of Florida from the countless
theme parks of Disney World, EPCOT, Universal Studios and SeaWorld, to the canals and beaches of
Fort Lauderdale, Art deco sites of South Beach and Florida’s expanding Downtown region. Packed
with practical advice on what to see and do in Florida this guide provides reliable, up-to-date
descriptions of the best hotels in Florida, recommended restaurants and bars in Florida with
detailed coverage on a full range of attractions; from day trips to Dry Tortugas Islands to discovering
the historic Stranahan House. You'll find expert tips on exploring Florida’s amazing fishing and
boating activities, golf and adventure sports, Florida’s sensational art galleries and museums, all
within walking distance of each other, including the Kennedy Space Centre, as well as cultural
attractions, shopping and entertainment for all budgets. Navigate all corners of Florida with the
clearest maps of any guide. Make the most of your holiday with The Rough Guide to Florida.

guide to florida best of florida: The Rough Guide to Florida Mark Ellwood, Todd Obolsky,
Ross Velton, Rough Guides (Firm), 2004 Discover this exquisite region of the United Stateswith the
most incisive and entertaining guidebook on the market. Whether you plan to soak up the sun on
Miami Beach, track down alligators in the Evergladesor dive amid vibrant coral reefs in the Florida
Keys, The Rough Guide to Florida will show you the ideal places to sleep, eat, drink, shop and visit
alongthe way.

guide to florida best of florida: The Rough Guide to Florida (Travel Guide eBook) Rebecca
Strauss, Rough Guides, Sarah Hull, Stephen Keeling, 2018-07-01 Discover this exquisite region of
the United States with the most incisive and entertaining guidebook on the market. Whether you
plan to soak up the sun on Miami Beach, track down alligators in the Everglades or dive amid
vibrant coral reefs in the Florida Keys, The Rough Guide to Floridawill show you the ideal places to
sleep, eat, drink, shop and visit along the way. -Independent, trusted reviews written with Rough
Guides' trademark blendof humour, honesty and insight, to help you get the most out of your
visit,with options to suit every budget. - Full-colour chapter maps throughout -to find your way amid
Miami's pastel-coloured Art Deco district or Key West's quirky bars and restaurants without needing
to get online. - Stunning images - a rich collection of inspiring colour photography. - Things not to
miss - Rough Guides' rundown of the best sights andexperiences in Florida. - Itineraries - carefully
planned routes to help you organize your trip. Detailed coverage - this travel guide has in-depth
practical advice for everystep of the way. Areas covered include: Miami, The Florida Keys, The
Everglades, The Gold Coast, Sarasota, Fort Myers, Orlando, The Space Coast, Jacksonville,Tampa,
Gainesville, Fort Lauderdale, Palm Beach. Attractions include: Walt Disney World, Kennedy Space
Centre, Wizarding World of Harry Potter, Sanibel Island, Salvador Dali Museum, Miami Beach,
Universal Studios, South Beach, Key West. Basics - essential pre-departure practical information
including getting there, local transport, accommodation, food and drink,the media, sports
andoutdoor activities and more. Background information - a Contexts chapterdevoted to history,
nature and recommended books and films. Make the Most of Your Time on Earth with The Rough
Guide to Florida. About Rough Guides: Escape the everyday with Rough Guides. We are a leading
travel publisher known for our tell it like it is attitude, up-to-date content and great writing. Since
1982, we've published books covering more than 120 destinations around the globe, with an
ever-growing series of ebooks, a range of beautiful, inspirational reference titles, and an
award-winning website. We pride ourselves on our accurate, honest and informed travel guides.

guide to florida best of florida: Florida's Best Golf Courses Ronnie Ramos, 1995 Golf is the
nation's fastest-growing sport, and Florida has more golf courses than any other state. Two million
golfers visit Florida each year and most of them plan their vacation around the game. This book



separates the great courses from the good ones, focusing on those open to everyone, and ranks the
top 100 courses in the state.

guide to florida best of florida: The Rough Guide to Florida Sarah Hull, Stephen Keeling,
2012-10-11 The Rough Guide to Florida is the ultimate travel guide to this fascinating US state, with
clear maps and detailed coverage of all the best attractions. Discover Florida's highlights, with
expert information on everything from the bars and art deco gems of South Beach and the iconic
theme parks of Orlando to the vast 'gator-filled swamps of the Everglades and the dazzling coral
reefs of the Keys - all made accessible with easy-to-use maps and reliable advice on how to get
around. Find detailed practical information on what to see and do in Miami, Tampa and Palm Beach,
as well as lesser-visited spots, with up-to-date, insider reviews of the best hotels, bars, clubs, shops
and restaurants for all budgets, as well as stunning photography that brings it all to life. Explore
every corner of the state with The Rough Guide to Florida, to help make sure you don't miss the
unmissable. You'll be sure to make the most of your time in the city with The Rough Guide to
Florida. Now available in ePub format.

guide to florida best of florida: Birds of Florida Field Guide Stan Tekiela, 2020-09-29 Get
the New Edition of Florida’s Best-Selling Bird Guide Learn to identify birds in Florida, and make bird
watching even more enjoyable. With Stan Tekiela’s famous field guide, bird identification is simple
and informative. There’s no need to look through dozens of photos of birds that don’t live in your
area. This book features 146 species of Florida birds organized by color for ease of use. Do you see a
yellow bird and don’t know what it is? Go to the yellow section to find out. Book Features: 146
species: Only Florida birds Simple color guide: See a yellow bird? Go to the yellow section Compare
feature: Decide between look-alikes Stan’s Notes: Naturalist tidbits and facts Professional photos:
Crisp, stunning full-page images This new edition includes more species, updated photographs and
range maps, revised information, and even more of Stan’s expert insights. So grab Birds of Florida
Field Guide for your next birding adventure—to help ensure that you positively identify the birds
that you see.

guide to florida best of florida: Florida's Fabulous Canoe and Kayak Trail Guide Tim Ohr,
2006-07 Discusses the many paddling opportunities available in Florida, including the Florida
Ciurcumnavigational Paddling Trail with information about the areas the trails go through and maps
of the trails.

guide to florida best of florida: Florida Adam Karlin, Jennifer Rasin Denniston, Paula Hardy,
Benedict Walker, 2015 Detachable, fold-out col. map of Miami attached to p. [3] of cover.

guide to florida best of florida: Florida's Best Herbs and Spices Charles R Boning, 2010-06-27
From unusual tropical spices to temperate herbs to native species, this guide covers plants that will
succeed in every region with a focus on plants with culinary uses. *Detailed profiles of nearly 100
plants, ranging from unusual tropical species, to temperate herbs, to native species. *Range maps
for each species and covers every region of the state. *Information on cultivation, harvest, and use of
the plants. *Broad assortment of scent plants and describes growth habits and landscape uses and
flowering characteristics for adding interest and color to the garden.

guide to florida best of florida: DK Eyewitness Travel Guide Florida DK Travel, 2016-07-05
DK Eyewitness Travel Guide: Florida will lead you straight to the best attractions the Sunshine State
has to offer. Explore the state's history, architecture, wildlife, beaches, and scenic walks. This
in-depth guidebook covers all the major cities and sights, from Miami Beach and the Florida Keys to
the Everglades, the Gulf Coast, and more. It provides the insider travel tips you need, whether you
are making the most of the nightlife or discovering historic towns. Discover DK Eyewitness Travel
Guide: Florida. + Detailed itineraries and don't-miss destination highlights at a glance. + Illustrated
cutaway 3-D drawings of important sights. + Floor plans and guided visitor information for major
museums. + Guided walking tours, local drink and dining specialties to try, things to do, and places
to eat, drink, and shop by area. + Area maps marked with sights and restaurants. + Insights into
history and culture to help you understand the stories behind the sights. + Suggested day trips and
itineraries to explore beyond the cities and towns. + Hotel and restaurant listings highlight DK




Choice special recommendations. With hundreds of full-color photographs, hand-drawn illustrations,
and custom maps that illuminate every page, DK Eyewitness Travel Guide: Florida truly shows you
this state as no one else can.

guide to florida best of florida: Florida Gardener's Handbook, 2nd Edition Tom MacCubbin,
Joe Lamp'l, Georgia Tasker, Robert Bowden, 2021-04-13 In this revised and updated 2nd edition of
Florida Gardener's Handbook, gardeners in the Sunshine State are handed all the know-how they'll
need to grow a lush, productive garden. The environmentally sound growing info for both edible and
ornamental plants found here is your green thumb map to success. With profiles of more than 300
plants proven to thrive in Florida's unique climate, including shrubs, trees, perennials, annuals,
vegetables, fruits, tropical plants, lawn grasses, and more, you'll be able to select the best plants to
create a beautiful landscape or a high-yielding edible garden. Helpful charts highlight sun and shade
requirements and offer clear and concise plant variety information. Month-by-month care and
cultivation guides are offered for each plant group, guiding your journey—even if you're a first-time
Florida gardener. Authors Tom MacCubbin and Georgia B. Tasker, along with pro gardeners Robert
Bowden and Joe Lamp'l, address the many challenges of Florida gardening, including a changing
climate and saltwater gardening information. The how-to methods for planting, pruning, watering,
fertilizing, and much more are rich with information essential to Floridians. This comprehensive and
extensive guide is the best resource for growing in the Sunshine State. Whether you live in Nassau
County, the Florida Keys, or somewhere in between, the Florida Gardener's Handbook has you
covered. Florida Gardener's Handbook is part of the Gardener's Handbook series from Cool Springs
Press. Other books in the series include Midwest Gardener's Handbook, Carolinas Gardener's
Handbook, Northwest Gardener's Handbook, and many others.

guide to florida best of florida: Florida's Living Beaches Blair Witherington, 2017-05-01
The first edition of Florida's Living Beaches (2007) was widely praised. Now, the second edition of
this supremely comprehensive guide has even more to satisfy the curious beachcomber, including
expanded content and additional accounts with more than 1800 full-color photographs, maps, and
illustrations. It heralds the living things and metaphorical life along the state's 700 miles of sandy
beaches. The expanded second edition now identifies and explains over 1400 curiosities, with
lavishly illustrated accounts organized into Beach Features, Beach Animals, Beach Plants, Beach
Minerals, and Hand of Man.

guide to florida best of florida: DK Eyewitness Travel Guide: Florida DK Publishing,
2010-07-01 The DK Eyewitness Florida travel guide will lead you straight to the best attractions
Florida has to offer. Fully illustrated with coverage of all the major sights from Miami Beach to the
Everglades, plus the Florida Keys and the Gulf Coast. Whether you are making the most of the
illustrious nightlife or discovering historic Pensacola, this guide provides all the insider tips every
visitor needs, with comprehensive listings of the best hotels, restaurants, shops and nightlife in each
region for all budgets. You'll find floorplans of all the must-see sites including Castillo de San
Marcos, Tampa city centre and the Flagler Museum, including street maps of major towns and cities
plus reliable information about getting around this diverse state. DK Eyewitness Florida explores the
culture, history, wildlife and architecture, not missing dramatic countryside and scenic walks in the
fantastic Floridian sun. With all the sights, beaches, shops and attractions listed town by town, the
DK Eyewitness Florida is your essential companion. Don't miss a thing on your holiday with The DK
Eyewitness Florida.

guide to florida best of florida: The Florida Keys Joy Williams, 2010-09-01 The Florida Keys: A
History & Guide is an engaging handbook to the unique coral and limestone islands that curve
southwest off the tip of Florida. Acclaimed novelist and Florida resident Joy Williams traces U.S.
Highway 1 from Key Largo to Key West, combining the best of local legend—colorful stories you
won’t find in other guidebooks—with insightful commentary and the most up-to-date advice on
where to stay, eat, and wander. Along the way, you will: * explore the exquisite underwater world of
North America’s only living reef ¢ discover the beautiful bridges that span the Keys, the forts, and
the distinctive “conch” architecture of Key West ¢ experience the eerie serenity of Florida Bay’s




“backcountry” and the unique ecology of the Keys ¢ visit the Key West cemetery and learn about the
lives of some of the Keys’ eccentrics—writers, madmen, and entrepreneurs with various delusions ¢
find the best (and avoid the worst) cafés, inns, and other establishments that the Keys have to offer
Here is the most thorough and candid guide to the Keys, one of the most surprising locales in
America. With insight and style, Joy Williams shares with us all of the region’s idiosyncrasies and
delights.

guide to florida best of florida: A Birder's Guide to Florida Bill Pranty, 1996 Describes
more than 250 birding locations throughout Florida, with over 80 maps, bar-graphs, and details
about over 180 species.

guide to florida best of florida: DK Eyewitness Travel Guide: Florida DK, 2014-06-02 The DK
Eyewitness Travel Guide: Florida is your indispensable guide to this beautiful part of the U.S. The
fully updated guide includes unique cutaways, floor plans, and reconstructions of the must-see sites,
plus street-by-street maps of all the fascinating cities and towns. This new-look guide is also packed
with photographs and illustrations leading you straight to the best attractions. This uniquely visual
DK Eyewitness Travel Guide will help you discover everything region-by-region, from local festivals
and markets to day trips around the countryside. Detailed listings will guide you to the best hotels,
restaurants, bars, and shops for all budgets, while detailed practical information will help you to get
around, whether by train, bus, or car. Plus, DK's excellent insider tips and essential local information
will help you explore every corner of Florida effortlessly.

guide to florida best of florida: Lonely Planet Florida Lonely Planet,

guide to florida best of florida: Florida Gardener's Guide Tom MacCubbin, Georgia Tasker,
2002-06-21 Gardening experts Georgia Tasker and Tom MacCubbin present advice on choosing
plants for the diverse landscape of Florida. More than 160 entries provide information on planting,
growing, and caring for a myriad of plants.

guide to florida best of florida: Fish Florida Saltwater Boris Arnov, 2002-03-25 This book is
a unique guide to tell you when, where, and how to catch more than 35 varieties of sport fishes.

guide to florida best of florida: Guide to Florida Fruit & Vegetable Gardening Robert Bowden,
2010-02-01 Expert gardening and horticulturist, Robert Bowden, has written an easy-to-use guide to
fruit and vegetable gardening in Florida. Full-color images illustrate the more than 25 citrus, fruits
and berries featured, plus more than 35 vegetable recommendations. Helpful icons, charts and maps
assist gardeners in planting the right edibles for where they live in Florida. Publisher's Note: Due to
the outbreak of citrus greening disease that has ravaged orange groves throughout Florida, we
recommend that you inquire with your local Cooperative Extension Service agent to obtain
recommendations on safe practices before choosing to add orange or other citrus trees to your home
orchard. Due to concern over the spread of this disease, we have replaced the image of a
homegrown orange seen on previous editions of this book. Cool Springs Press

guide to florida best of florida: Florida Move Guide Ron Stack, 2013-03-21 This is the New,
Expanded and Updated for 2013 2nd Edition! A study published by The University of Florida showed
that most of the people who relocate or retire to Florida from another U.S. state, will end up moving
out! Be more confident than ever you're making the right decisions! A popular saying by Florida
promoters is that over a 1000 people a day move there. What you won't hear them say is that over a
1000 people a day pack up and move out of the Sunshine State every day too That's supposed to be a
secret. The author of this book has sold hundreds of homes for people that wanted to move out of the
state. He noticed that most sellers had very similar complaints about living there and the reasons
why they had to get out. They also explained how disruptive and expensive moving there and moving
out was but they disliked Florida so much they just had to do it. Of course this doesn't happen to
everyone. There are many that love it and stay long term. That is covered in the book too because
many of them have the same things in common that you should also know about. The book explains
both the positives and negatives of becoming a Florida Resident. It also offers many practical tips
and explains the different Florida Lifestyle options. Should you move to a home or condo? Pool or
not? Learn helpful information on buying a home or condo in Florida and how to avoid making



expensive but common new resident mistakes. Will moving to Florida be the best move of your life or
an expensive disaster? Find out before you commit to a life altering move.

guide to florida best of florida: Florida Charlie Carlson, 2009-05 A guide to visiting the odd
and less known tourist attractions in the state of Florida.

guide to florida best of florida: Ultimate Guide to Fishing South Florida on Foot Steve
Kantner, 2014-07-15 From a veteran South Florida angler comes the first fly and light tackle
do-it-yourself guide to the region, focusing on fishing opportunities that don't require a boat. ¢ The
most complete fishing guide to South Florida ever published, for both fly fishing and light tackle ¢ A
perfect resource for anglers who want expert advice without the cost of hiring a guide ¢ Includes
detailed advice about lures and flies ¢ Features fascinating stories of fishing adventures

guide to florida best of florida: Touring the Springs of Florida Melissa Watson, 2015-04-01
Featuring the state’s finest cold springs, Touring the Springs of Florida features full-color photos of
each site and in-depth descriptions of the springs and surrounding areas. Whether you're tubing,
paddling, hiking, diving, or sightseeing, detailed maps, GPS coordinates, and thorough driving
directions lead you every step of the way.

guide to florida best of florida: Backroads of Florida Paul M. Franklin, Nancy Joyce Mikula,
2009-04-04 A brilliantly illustrated guide to the secret splendors, quieter haunts, and wilder side of
Florida, from spectacular shores and otherworldly swamplands to historic sites and cultural gems.

guide to florida best of florida: Insight Guides Florida (Travel Guide eBook) Insight Guides,
2023-01-01 This Insight Guide is a lavishly illustrated inspirational travel guide to Florida and a
beautiful souvenir of your trip. Perfect for travellers looking for a deeper dive into the destination's
history and culture, it's ideal to inspire and help you plan your travels. With its great selection of
places to see and colourful magazine-style layout, this Florida guidebook is just the tool you need to
accompany you before or during your trip. Whether it's deciding when to go, choosing what to see or
creating a travel plan to cover key places like Palm Beach, Lake Okeechobee, it will answer all the
questions you might have along the way. It will also help guide you when you'll be exploring
Everglades National Park or discovering Caladesi Island State Park on the ground. Our Florida
travel guide was fully-updated post-COVID-19. The Insight Guide FLORIDA covers: South Florida,
Miami, Florida Keys, Atlantic Coast, Central Florida, North Florida. In this guide book to Florida you
will find: IN-DEPTH CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL FEATURES Created to explore the culture and
the history of Florida to get a greater understanding of its modern-day life, people and politics. BEST
OF The top attractions and Editor's Choice featured in this Florida guide book highlight the most
special places to visit. TIPS AND FACTS Up-to-date historical timeline and in-depth cultural
background to Florida as well as an introduction to Florida's food and drink, and fun
destination-specific features. PRACTICAL TRAVEL INFORMATION A-Z of useful advice on
everything from when to go to Florida, how to get there and how to get around, as well as Florida's
climate, advice on tipping, etiquette and more. COLOUR-CODED CHAPTERS Every part of the
destination, from Gulf Coast to Miami has its own colour assigned for easy navigation of this Florida
travel guide. CURATED PLACES, HIGH-QUALITY MAPS Geographically organised text,
cross-referenced against full-colour, high-quality travel maps for quick orientation in Daytona Beach,
Tampa and many other locations in Florida. STRIKING PICTURES This guide book to Florida
features inspirational colour photography, including the stunning Fort Lauderdale and the
spectacular Kennedy Space Center.

guide to florida best of florida: 30 Eco-trips in Florida Holly Ambrose, 2005 A veteran
ecotripper shares her intimate knowledge of Florida's wild side in a comprehensive collection of the
thirty best undisturbed places to explore across the state, providing descriptions of wildlife and
recreational opportunities, places to stay, and more. Original.

guide to florida best of florida: The Young Naturalist's Guide to Florida Peggy Lantz,
Wendy Hale, 2006 Completely updated new edition. A treasure trove of information and suggestions
on where and how to look for Florida's most interesting natural features and creatures. Florida's
Special Places: unique environments and habitats such as the Everglades, coral reefs, sinkholes, salt




marshes, and beaches Flora and Fauna: fascinating species that inhabit Florida such as alligators,
birds of prey, and native plants How everyone can help protect Florida's priceless natural resources
Glossary explains unfamiliar words Take this book on your next walk in the woods.

guide to florida best of florida: Florida Fruit & Vegetable Gardening Robert Bowden,
2015-04-06 Learn how to plant, grow & harvest the best fruits & vegetables in the sunshine state.
Get tips, charts & maps to assist throughout the different climates in Florida.

guide to florida best of florida: Insight Guides Florida Insight Guides, 2015-12-01 Insight
Guides: Inspiring your next adventure This new edition of Insight Guide Florida is a comprehensive,
full-colour travel guide packed with inspiration and information. It includes engrossing features on
everything from colonial Turf Wars and Art Deco Architecture to Extreme Weather and Everglades
Ecology. Inside Insight Guide Florida: A detailed history section covers its American Indian and
Spanish heritage, colonial turf wars, the growth of the Cuban population in Miami and the tourism
boom of the late 20th century. The Best of Florida section lists the state's must-see attractions, from
national parks to historic sites and must-see museums to theme parks. The Places section covers the
state's principal cities, from Tallahassee to Miami, plus the beaches, Keys and subtropical wilderness
for which it is known. A dedicated section on Central Florida, contains detailed coverage of Disney
World and Orlando's theme parks. Specially commissioned photographs vividly capture Florida's
beautiful coastline, enchanting Everglades and diverse population. Detailed full-colour maps help
you get around, while the travel tips section is packed with useful information on transport, climate,
festivals and outdoor activities, and provides answers to such questions as when to go and what to
budget for your trip, and includes a selection of the best restaurants. About Insight Guides: Insight
Guides has over 40 years' experience of publishing high-quality, visual travel guides. We produce
around 400 full-color print guide books and maps as well as picture-packed eBooks to meet different
travelers' needs. Insight Guides' unique combination of beautiful travel photography and focus on
history and culture together create a unique visual reference and planning tool to inspire your next
adventure. 'Insight Guides has spawned many imitators but is still the best of its type.' - Wanderlust
Magazine

guide to florida best of florida: Florida Wildflowers Walter Kingsley Taylor, 2013 Identifying
wildflowers is a popular pastime for many gardeners and lovers of wildlife. But many botanical
identification books just aren't user-friendly. Pick up wildflower expert Walter Kingsley Taylor"'s
latest offering and you"l1l find out just how much fun it is to track down the flower on the side of the
road.--Tampa Tribune Goes a step beyond the norm of being just a field guide. It is an absolute
inspiration and incentive to get out into the woods.--Palatka Daily News If you would like to attend a
fascinating and informative lecture by one of Florida''s foremost experts on the state's wildflowers
and where they may be found--all in the comfort of your own home--by all means, read this
book.--Orlando Sentinel Taylor's guide will help readers recognize and identify wildflowers in a
different way, not principally by their color or family group, but by where they''re most likely to be
found growing--their natural habitat.--Gainesville Sun This new field guide is the best yet for Florida
wildflowers. . . . Each entry includes a description, time of flowering, habitat, Florida distribution,
and often a comment field that discusses related species, etymology, and even culinary and
landscape uses.--Floridata Taylor's unorthodox approach has garnered positive comments from
casual, weekend hikers as well as those with a professional interest in wildflowers. . . . It has
remarkably broad appeal, because it"s so clear and well done and because the photos are
excellent.--Lakeland Ledger In this unique and refreshing approach to a wildflower guide,
photographs visually illustrate the natural plant community described at the beginning of each
community section. . . . An excellent and most useful guide.--Choice Walter Kingsley Taylor's Florida
Wildflowers in their Natural Communities was wildly praised for its beauty, ease of use, and unique
organizational structure: plants were described in the context of where they grow, making
identification much simpler--and more rewarding--for the casual hiker or wildflower enthusiast.
Vastly expanded and updated with new taxonomy, this volume provides detailed information on more
than 450 species included in the earlier edition and nearly doubles the number of species included




by expanding coverage into wetlands.

guide to florida best of florida: The Living Gulf Coast Charles Sobczak, 2011-03 Describes
the animals the traveler is apt to encounter in the wild places of Charlotte, Collier, Glades, Hendy,
Lee, and Sarasota counties. Includes descriptions of 162 parks, preserves, and eco-destinations,
their fauna, and amenities --

guide to florida best of florida: Guide to the Great Florida Birding Trail Susan Cerulean,
Julie A. Brashears, 2002 This easy-to-follow guidebook spans 18 counties in eastern Florida to
showcase 136 birding sites from the Georgia border to Lake Okeechobee, including the Jacksonville
and Orlando metropolitan areas. Maps.

guide to florida best of florida: Family Guide Florida DK Travel, 2019-06-18 Perfect for
planning and enjoying a stress-free family holiday, this easy-to-use guide book is packed with insider
tips and information on Florida's best family-friendly activities and attractions. Explore the magic of
Orlando's theme parks, experience flight simulation at Kennedy Space Center, or build sandcastles
on the Gulf Coast beaches. From recommendations of child-friendly restaurants to suggestions for
rainy-day activities, this guide book takes the work out of planning a family trip to Florida. Inside
Family Guide Florida: - Each major listing includes details of the nearest places to grab a snack or
meal, what do if it rains, the closest bathrooms, and where kids can play and let off steam - Contains
cartoons, quizzes and games to keep young travelers happy all day long - Detailed colored maps of
all the major attractions and areas help you navigate with ease - Color-coded area guides make it
easy to find information - At-a-glance pages highlight all the best sights and activities in each area so
you can plan your day quickly - Features expert suggestions for the best places for families to stay,
eat, and shop - Gives essential travel information, including transport, visa, and health information -
Covers Miami, Fort Lauderdale, Palm Beach, Orlando, Jacksonville, St Augustine, Tallahassee, South
Walton, Pensacola, Tampa, St. Petersburg, Sarasota, Fort Myers, the Everglades and more Only
going to Orlando? Try DK Eyewitness Top 10 Orlando.

guide to florida best of florida: Resources in Education , 1993-10

guide to florida best of florida: The Eclectic Magazine John Holmes Agnew, Walter Hilliard
Bidwell, 1876

guide to florida best of florida: The Eclectic Magazine of Foreign Literature, Science, and Art
, 1876

guide to florida best of florida: Diving Guide to Underwater Florida Ned DeLoach, 1996-10-07
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