
foundations of geopolitics

foundations of geopolitics is a term that captures the core principles, strategies, and theories that shape how
nations understand and interact with the world. This article provides a comprehensive exploration of what
foundations of geopolitics entails, examining its origins, key concepts, and its impact on modern global affairs.
Readers will gain insight into the historical development of geopolitical thought, major theorists who have
influenced the field, and the practical applications of these ideas in shaping international relations. The article
also delves into the role of geography, political power, and strategic interests, while highlighting the
importance of understanding geopolitics in today’s interconnected world. Through clear explanations and
detailed sections, this guide aims to enhance your understanding of the foundations of geopolitics, making
complex ideas accessible and relevant.
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Definition and Significance of Geopolitics

The foundations of geopolitics refer to the underlying principles and strategies that govern the relationship
between geography and political power. Geopolitics examines how geographic factors such as location,
resources, and physical barriers influence the political behavior of states and their interactions on the global
stage. The term encompasses both theoretical frameworks and practical policies that guide national and
international decision-making. Understanding the foundations of geopolitics is crucial because it shapes foreign
policies, military strategies, and economic alliances. In the age of globalization, geopolitical thinking remains
central to addressing issues like security, trade, and regional stability. As new challenges emerge, nations
continue to rely on these foundational concepts to navigate a complex and changing world.

Historical Development of Geopolitical Thought

The history of geopolitics dates back centuries, evolving alongside the rise and fall of empires and the
development of nation-states. Early examples can be traced to classical civilizations, where leaders recognized
the strategic importance of territorial control. However, the modern foundations of geopolitics emerged in the
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries as scholars began to formalize the relationship between
geography and power. Influential works from this period established key concepts that continue to influence
geopolitical analysis today. Throughout the twentieth century, geopolitical thought was shaped by events
such as the World Wars, the Cold War, and the emergence of new global powers. Each era brought new
perspectives, theories, and applications, solidifying the enduring significance of geopolitical analysis.



Core Theories and Models in Geopolitics

Geopolitical theories provide frameworks for analyzing how and why states pursue particular strategies in
relation to their geographic context. Several foundational models have shaped the study and practice of
geopolitics, each offering unique insights into the interplay between geography, resources, and political
ambition.

The Heartland Theory

Formulated by Halford Mackinder in the early 20th century, the Heartland Theory posits that control over
the central region of Eurasia—referred to as the "Heartland"—confers significant strategic advantage.
Mackinder argued that whoever controls Eastern Europe commands the Heartland, and thus, can dominate the
world. This theory influenced strategies during both World Wars and the Cold War.

The Rimland Theory

Nicholas Spykman's Rimland Theory countered Mackinder’s ideas by emphasizing the significance of the coastal
fringes of Eurasia, or the "Rimland." Spykman contended that power lies not at the center, but along the
periphery, where access to oceans and trade routes allows for greater influence. This perspective has informed
naval strategies and alliances like NATO.

Other Geopolitical Models

Sea Power Theory (Alfred Mahan): Stresses the importance of naval dominance for global influence.

Organic Theory (Friedrich Ratzel): Compares states to living organisms that must expand to survive.

World-System Theory (Immanuel Wallerstein): Explores the economic hierarchy of core, semi-periphery,
and periphery nations.

Key Figures in the Foundations of Geopolitics

The evolution of geopolitical thought has been shaped by several influential figures whose theories and
writings remain foundational. Their contributions continue to inform contemporary analysis and policy.

Halford Mackinder

Known as the "father of geopolitics," Mackinder developed the Heartland Theory and emphasized the strategic
value of Eurasia. His work underscored the importance of land power in global competition.

Alfred Mahan



A U.S. naval officer and historian, Mahan's Sea Power Theory highlighted the critical role of navies and
maritime commerce in achieving and maintaining global dominance.

Nicholas Spykman

Spykman expanded on and challenged Mackinder’s ideas, developing the Rimland Theory. His concepts influenced
U.S. foreign policy and the containment strategy during the Cold War.

Friedrich Ratzel

A German geographer, Ratzel introduced the Organic Theory of the state, which likened nations to living
organisms that must grow and adapt to survive in a competitive environment.

Geographic Factors in Geopolitical Strategy

Geographic features play a pivotal role in shaping the strategies and policies of nations. Understanding these
factors is central to the foundations of geopolitics, as they often determine access to resources, defense
capabilities, and opportunities for expansion.

Natural Barriers and Borders

Mountains, rivers, oceans, and deserts have historically served as natural barriers that provide security and
influence the movement of people and armies. These features often define political boundaries and affect conflict
dynamics.

Resource Distribution

The availability and control of vital resources—such as energy, minerals, and water—are key drivers of
geopolitical competition. Nations strategically position themselves to secure access and protect supply
chains.

Strategic Chokepoints

Certain geographic locations, like the Suez Canal, Strait of Hormuz, and Panama Canal, serve as chokepoints
for global trade and military movement. Control over these areas can provide significant leverage in
international affairs.

Modern Applications of Geopolitical Principles

The foundations of geopolitics continue to shape contemporary global affairs, influencing the behavior of
states and the structure of international systems. Geopolitical analysis is applied in a variety of contexts
to assess risks, anticipate conflicts, and formulate policies.



Foreign Policy and Diplomacy

Governments use geopolitical frameworks to guide their foreign policies, forming alliances, and engaging in
diplomacy that advances national interests. These decisions are informed by geographic realities and strategic
imperatives.

Military Strategy and Security

Military planning relies heavily on geopolitical analysis, from the placement of bases to the projection of
power in key regions. Understanding the geographic landscape is essential for defense and security operations.

Economic Competition

Trade Routes: Nations invest in and protect critical trade corridors.

Resource Competition: Securing energy sources and raw materials remains a central concern.

Technological Infrastructure: Control over digital and communication networks has emerged as a new
geopolitical frontier.

Challenges and Criticisms of Geopolitical Approaches

While the foundations of geopolitics provide valuable insights, they are not without challenges and criticisms.
Critics argue that traditional geopolitical thinking can oversimplify complex realities, ignore cultural and
social factors, and perpetuate power rivalries.

Limitations of Classic Theories

Many classic geopolitical theories were developed in a specific historical and technological context. Advances
in transportation, communication, and military technology have altered the strategic value of certain regions,
making some theories less relevant today.

Ethical and Humanitarian Concerns

Geopolitical competition often prioritizes national interests over global cooperation or human rights. This
can lead to policies that exacerbate conflict, environmental degradation, or displacement of populations.

Rise of Non-State Actors

The increasing influence of multinational corporations, international organizations, and non-state groups
challenges traditional state-centric models of geopolitics. Adaptation of geopolitical frameworks is
necessary to address these evolving dynamics.



Conclusion: The Enduring Relevance of Geopolitics

The foundations of geopolitics remain central to understanding how nations navigate the complexities of
international relations. As the global landscape shifts, the core principles, theories, and strategies developed
by past thinkers continue to inform policy and analysis. By examining the interplay between geography, power,
and strategy, leaders can anticipate challenges and opportunities in an ever-changing world. The enduring
relevance of geopolitics lies in its ability to adapt and provide insights into both historical and emerging issues
in global affairs.

Q: What are the main foundations of geopolitics?
A: The main foundations of geopolitics include the study of how geography, natural resources, and strategic
locations influence the power and behavior of states. Core theories such as the Heartland Theory, Rimland
Theory, and Sea Power Theory, as well as the role of key thinkers like Mackinder and Mahan, form the basis of
geopolitical analysis.

Q: Who developed the Heartland Theory in geopolitics?
A: The Heartland Theory was developed by Sir Halford Mackinder, a British geographer, who argued that
control over the central region of Eurasia would lead to global dominance.

Q: Why is geography important in the foundations of geopolitics?
A: Geography is essential in geopolitics because it determines access to resources, natural barriers, and
strategic chokepoints, all of which affect a nation’s security, economic potential, and influence on the world
stage.

Q: How do geopolitical theories influence modern international relations?
A: Geopolitical theories guide policy decisions, military strategies, and diplomatic relations. They help nations
anticipate and respond to global challenges, form alliances, and pursue national interests based on geographic
advantages.

Q: What criticisms exist against traditional geopolitical approaches?
A: Criticisms include the oversimplification of complex realities, neglect of cultural and social factors,
ethical concerns, and the inability to account for modern developments such as globalization and the rise of
non-state actors.

Q: Can non-state actors influence geopolitics?
A: Yes, non-state actors such as multinational corporations, international organizations, and transnational
groups increasingly impact global affairs, challenging traditional state-centric geopolitical frameworks.

Q: What is the Rimland Theory and who proposed it?
A: The Rimland Theory was proposed by Nicholas Spykman. It posits that the coastal areas, or "rimlands," of
Eurasia are more strategically valuable than the central "heartland" and that control over these regions is
crucial for global influence.



Q: How does resource distribution affect geopolitical strategies?
A: Resource distribution affects geopolitical strategies by driving competition for control over valuable
assets like oil, minerals, and water. Nations often shape their foreign policies and alliances to secure and
protect these essential resources.

Q: What role do strategic chokepoints play in geopolitics?
A: Strategic chokepoints are narrow geographic passages critical for trade and military movement. Control
over these areas, such as the Suez Canal or Strait of Hormuz, provides significant leverage in international
relations and global commerce.

Q: Why are the foundations of geopolitics still relevant today?
A: The foundations of geopolitics remain relevant due to ongoing competition for resources, strategic
positioning, and the need to understand how geography shapes power dynamics in an interconnected and rapidly
changing world.
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strategic military deployments, or the Silk Road's influence on trade and cultural exchange. These
historical precedents demonstrate the enduring importance of geographical factors in shaping
power dynamics.

#### H3: Classical Geopolitical Thinkers

The formalization of geopolitical thought, however, can be traced back to figures like Sir Halford
Mackinder, whose "Heartland Theory" posited that control of Eurasia's interior was crucial for
global dominance. Similarly, Alfred Thayer Mahan emphasized the importance of naval power and
sea control in shaping global influence. These seminal works, while sometimes criticized for their
Eurocentric biases, laid the groundwork for understanding the relationship between geography,
resources, and power projection.

H2: Core Concepts in Geopolitics

Understanding geopolitics requires familiarity with key concepts:

#### H3: State Power and National Interest

At the heart of geopolitics lies the concept of state power – a nation's ability to influence and project
its will onto the international stage. This power is multifaceted, encompassing military strength,
economic clout, diplomatic influence, and soft power (cultural attractiveness and ideological appeal).
National interest, the pursuit of goals that benefit a state's security and prosperity, often drives
geopolitical actions.

#### H3: Resource Control and Energy Security

Access to vital resources, particularly energy sources like oil and natural gas, is a cornerstone of
geopolitical strategy. Competition for these resources often fuels conflict and cooperation alike,
shaping alliances and trade relationships. Energy security – the ability to reliably access energy
resources – has become a paramount concern for many nations.

#### H3: Geopolitical Regions and Power Dynamics

The world isn't a homogenous entity. Geopolitics recognizes the existence of distinct geopolitical
regions – areas characterized by shared characteristics like political systems, economic structures,
and cultural ties. Understanding the power dynamics within and between these regions is crucial for
comprehending global events. For example, the dynamics of the Indo-Pacific region, significantly
shaped by the rise of China, are vastly different from those in the European Union.

H2: Contemporary Geopolitical Challenges

The modern geopolitical landscape is marked by several significant challenges:



#### H3: The Rise of China and the Shifting Global Order

China's economic and military ascendance is reshaping the global power balance. Its Belt and Road
Initiative, a massive infrastructure project spanning Eurasia and Africa, is a prime example of its
ambitious geopolitical strategy. This rise challenges the established order and necessitates a
reassessment of traditional geopolitical frameworks.

#### H3: Climate Change and Resource Scarcity

Climate change poses a significant geopolitical threat. Rising sea levels, extreme weather events,
and resource scarcity (particularly water) can exacerbate existing tensions and create new conflict
zones. Addressing climate change requires international cooperation, but geopolitical rivalries often
hinder such efforts.

#### H3: Cyber Warfare and Information Operations

The digital age has introduced new forms of geopolitical competition. Cyber warfare and the spread
of misinformation and disinformation pose significant threats to national security and stability.
These challenges necessitate new strategies and approaches to maintaining security in the digital
realm.

H2: Analyzing Geopolitical Events

Applying geopolitical principles helps analyze current events. For example, consider the ongoing
conflict in Ukraine. Analyzing the historical context, resource competition (particularly regarding
natural gas), and the interplay of national interests helps understand the motivations and
consequences of the conflict. Similarly, understanding the complexities of the South China Sea
dispute requires a deep understanding of resource competition, historical claims, and regional
power dynamics.

Conclusion

Geopolitics is a complex and multifaceted field, but understanding its foundations is crucial for
navigating the challenges of the 21st century. By examining its historical roots, core concepts, and
contemporary challenges, we gain a deeper appreciation for the intricate forces shaping our world.
This knowledge is not just for academics; it is essential for informed citizenship and effective
decision-making in an increasingly interconnected world.
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1. What is the difference between geopolitics and international relations? While overlapping,
geopolitics emphasizes the influence of geography and material factors on international relations.
International relations is a broader field that encompasses diplomatic interactions, international law,
and other non-geographically specific factors.

2. How does geography influence geopolitical strategy? Geography dictates access to resources,
determines potential allies and adversaries based on proximity, and influences military strategy
(e.g., control of chokepoints).

3. What is soft power in geopolitics? Soft power refers to a state's ability to influence others through
cultural attraction, ideological appeal, and its overall reputation. It’s a non-coercive form of power.

4. Is geopolitics inherently conflictual? No. While competition for resources and power can lead to
conflict, geopolitics also encompasses cooperation and diplomacy. Many international agreements
and alliances are born out of geopolitical considerations.

5. How can I learn more about geopolitics? Start by reading books and articles on geopolitical
theory, following geopolitical analysts and news sources, and paying close attention to current
events through a geopolitical lens. Consider taking relevant university courses.

  foundations of geopolitics: Foundations of Geopolitics: the Geopolitical Future of Russia
Alexander Dugin, 2017-08 ENGLISH TRANSLATION The book is a Russian textbook on geopolitics.
It systematically and detailed the basics of geopolitics as a science, its theory, history. Covering a
wide range of geopolitical schools and beliefs and actual problems. The first time a Russian
geopolitical doctrine. An indispensable guide for all those who make decisions in the most important
spheres of Russian political life - for politicians, entrepreneurs, economists, bankers, diplomats,
analysts, political scientists, and so on. D.
  foundations of geopolitics: The Fourth Political Theory Alexander Dugin, 2012 Modern
political systems have been the products of liberal democracy, Marxism, or fascism. Dugin asserts a
fourth ideology is needed to sift through the debris of the first three to look for elements that might
be useful, but that remains innovative and unique in itself.
  foundations of geopolitics: Introduction to Geopolitics Colin Flint, 2012-07-26 This clear
and concise introductory textbook guides students through their first engagement with geopolitics.
It offers a clear framework for understanding contemporary conflicts by showing how geography
provides opportunities and limits upon the actions of countries, national groups, and terrorist
organizations. This second edition is fundamentally restructured to emphasize geopolitical agency,
and non-state actors. The text is fully revised, containing a brand new chapter on environmental
geopolitics, which includes discussion of climate change and resource conflicts. The text contains
updated case studies, such as the Korean conflict, Israel-Palestine and Chechnya and Kashmir, to
emphasize the multi-faceted nature of conflict. These, along with guided exercises, help explain
contemporary global power struggles, environmental geopolitics, the global military actions of the
United States, the persistence of nationalist conflicts, the changing role of borders, and the new
geopolitics of terrorism, and peace movements. Throughout, the readers are introduced to different
theoretical perspectives, including feminist contributions, as both the practice and representation of
geopolitics are discussed. Introduction to Geopolitics is an ideal introductory text which provides a
deeper and critical understanding of current affairs, geopolitical structures and agents. The text is
extensively illustrated with diagrams, maps, photographs and end of chapter further reading. Both
students and general readers alike will find this book an essential stepping-stone to understanding
contemporary conflicts.
  foundations of geopolitics: The Foundations of Ethnic Politics Henry E. Hale, 2008-06-30



Despite implicating ethnicity in everything from civil war to economic failure, researchers seldom
consult psychological research when addressing the most basic question: What is ethnicity? The
result is a radical scholarly divide generating contradictory recommendations for solving ethnic
conflict. Research into how the human brain actually works demands a revision of existing schools of
thought. Hale argues ethnic identity is a cognitive uncertainty-reduction device with special capacity
to exacerbate, but not cause, collective action problems. This produces a new general theory of
ethnic conflict that can improve both understanding and practice. A deep study of separatism in the
USSR and CIS demonstrates the theory's potential, mobilizing evidence from elite interviews, three
local languages, and mass surveys. The outcome significantly reinterprets nationalism's role in CIS
relations and the USSR's breakup, which turns out to have been a far more contingent event than
commonly recognized.
  foundations of geopolitics: Meta-Geopolitics of Outer Space N. Al-Rodhan, 2012-05-11
Al-Rodhan sheds new light on the debate about the geopolitics of outer space, going beyond applying
traditional International Relations approaches to space power and security by introducing a
multidimensional spatial framework. The meta-geopolitics framework includes space and expands
classical power considerations to cover seven state capacities.
  foundations of geopolitics: Astropolitik Everett C. Dolman, 2005-07-15 This volume
identifies and evaluates the relationship between outer-space geography and geographic position
(astrogeography), and the evolution of current and future military space strategy. In doing so, it
explores five primary propositions.
  foundations of geopolitics: The Dynamics of Russia’s Geopolitics David Oualaalou,
2020-12-07 This book provides an understanding of Russia’s geopolitical strategic interests as well
as a larger picture of its political realities. It shares insights on how to understand and solve the
problems affecting US-Russian relations and the world.The book addresses three primary questions
relevant to the current global context: Will current geopolitical shifts greatly benefit Russia’s
long-term global objectives? What foreign policy will Russia pursue in the Middle East and the Baltic
regions to guarantee the security of its strategic interests? And will major powers confront one
another over resources that could trigger military conflict, or will they choose appeasement to
maintain peace and stability in this new era? Thus, the book offers insights into the future
geopolitical landscape. It therefore is a must-read for scholars, researchers of international relations
and political science, as well as professionals, practitioners and analysts, interested in a better
understanding of the changing global order and Russia’s geopolitical strategic interests.
  foundations of geopolitics: The Grand Chessboard Zbigniew Brzezinski, 2016-12-06
Bestselling author and eminent foreign policy scholar Zbigniew Brzezinski's classic book on
American's strategic mission in the modern world. In The Grand Chessboard, renowned
geostrategist Zbigniew Brzezinski delivers a brutally honest and provocative vision for American
preeminence in the twenty-first century. The task facing the United States, he argues, is to become
the sole political arbiter in Eurasian lands and to prevent the emergence of any rival power
threatening our material and diplomatic interests. The Eurasian landmass, home to the greatest part
of the globe's population, natural resources, and economic activity, is the grand chessboard on
which America's supremacy will be ratified and challenged in the years to come. In this landmark
work of public policy and political science, Brzezinski outlines a groundbreaking and powerful
blueprint for America's vital interests in the modern world. In this revised edition, Brzezinski
addresses recent global developments including the war in Ukraine, the re-emergence of Russia, and
the rise of China.
  foundations of geopolitics: The Geopolitics of the Global Energy Transition Manfred Hafner,
Simone Tagliapietra, 2020-06-09 The world is currently undergoing an historic energy transition,
driven by increasingly stringent decarbonisation policies and rapid advances in low-carbon
technologies. The large-scale shift to low-carbon energy is disrupting the global energy system,
impacting whole economies, and changing the political dynamics within and between countries. This
open access book, written by leading energy scholars, examines the economic and geopolitical



implications of the global energy transition, from both regional and thematic perspectives. The first
part of the book addresses the geopolitical implications in the world’s main energy-producing and
energy-consuming regions, while the second presents in-depth case studies on selected issues,
ranging from the geopolitics of renewable energy, to the mineral foundations of the global energy
transformation, to governance issues in connection with the changing global energy order. Given its
scope, the book will appeal to researchers in energy, climate change and international relations, as
well as to professionals working in the energy industry.
  foundations of geopolitics: Geopolitics, Supply Chains, and International Relations in East
Asia Etel Solingen, 2021-05-06 An accessible overview of political, economic, and strategic
dimensions of global supply chains in a changing global political economy.
  foundations of geopolitics: War for Eternity Benjamin R. Teitelbaum, 2020-04-21 One of
Financial Times' Summer Books of 2020 An explosive and unprecedented inside look at Steve
Bannon's entourage of global powerbrokers and the hidden alliances shaping today's geopolitical
upheaval. In 2015, Bloomberg News named Steve Bannon “the most dangerous political operative in
America.” Since then, he has grown exponentially more powerful—and not only in the United States.
In this groundbreaking and urgent account, award-winning scholar of the radical right Benjamin
Teitelbaum takes readers behind-the-scenes of Bannon's global campaign against modernity.
Inspired by a radical twentieth-century ideology called Traditionalism, Bannon and a small group of
right-wing powerbrokers are planning new political mobilizations on a global scale—discussed and
debated in secret meetings organized by Bannon in hotel suites and private apartments in DC,
Europe and South America. Their goal? To upend the world order and reorganize geopolitics on the
basis of archaic values rather than modern ideals of democracy, freedom, social progress, and
human rights. Their strenuous efforts are already producing results, from the fortification of borders
throughout the world and the targeting of immigrants, to the undermining of the European Union
and United States governments, and the expansion of Russian influence. Drawing from exclusive
interviews with Bannon’s hidden network of far-right thinkers, years of academic research into the
radical right, and with unprecedented access to the esoteric salons where they meet, Teitelbaum
exposes their considerable impact on the world and their radical vision for the future.
  foundations of geopolitics: Geopolitics of the Knowledge-Based Economy Sami Moisio,
2018-02-19 We live in the era of the knowledge-based economy, and this has major implications for
the ways in which states, cities and even supranational political units are spatially planned,
governed and developed. In this book, Sami Moisio delves deeply into the links between the
knowledge-based economy and geopolitics, examining a wide range of themes, including city
geopolitics and the university as a geopolitical site. Overall, this work shows that knowledge-based
economization can be understood as a geopolitical process that produces territories of wealth,
security, power and belonging. This book will prove enlightening to students, researchers and
policymakers in the fields of human geography, urban studies, spatial planning, political science and
international relations.
  foundations of geopolitics: Public Diplomacy Nicholas J. Cull, 2019-04-15 New technologies
have opened up fresh possibilities for public diplomacy, but this has not erased the importance of
history. On the contrary, the lessons of the past seem more relevant than ever, in an age in which
communications play an unprecedented role. Whether communications are electronic or
hand-delivered, the foundations remain as valid today as they ever have been. Blending history with
insights from international relations, communication studies, psychology, and contemporary
practice, Cull explores the five core areas of public diplomacy: listening, advocacy, cultural
diplomacy, exchanges, and international broadcasting. He unpacks the approaches which have
dominated in recent years – nation-branding and partnership – and sets out the foundations for
successful global public engagement. Rich with case studies and examples drawn from ancient times
through to our own digital age, the book shows the true capabilities and limits of emerging platforms
and technologies, as well as drawing on lessons from the past which can empower us and help us to
shape the future. This comprehensive and accessible introduction is essential reading for students,



scholars, and practitioners, as well as anyone interested in understanding or mobilizing global public
opinion.
  foundations of geopolitics: Foundations of Modern International Thought David Armitage,
2013 This insightful and wide-ranging volume traces the genesis of international intellectual
thought, connecting international and global history with intellectual history.
  foundations of geopolitics: The Routledge Research Companion to Critical Geopolitics
Assoc Prof Merje Kuus, Professor Joanne Sharp, Professor Klaus Dodds, 2013-02-28 Bringing
together leading researchers associated with the different forms of critical geopolitics, this volume
produces an overview of its achievements, limitations, and areas of new and potential future
development. The Companion is designed to serve as a key resource for an interdisciplinary group of
scholars and practitioners interested in the spatiality of politics.
  foundations of geopolitics: Geopolitics in Late Antiquity Hyun Jin Kim, 2018-10-26 Geopolitics
in Late Antiquity explores the geopolitical revolution which shook the foundations of the ancient
world, the dawning of the millennium of Inner Asian dominance and virtual monopoly of world power
(with interludes) that began with the rise of the Huns and then continued under the hegemony of
various other steppe peoples. Kim examines first the geopolitical situation created by the rise of
Inner Asian powers, and then the reactions of the great empires of Eurasia to this geopolitical
challenge. A unique feature of this book is its in-depth analysis of the geostrategies (some
successful, others misguided) adopted by China, Rome and Persia to cope with the growing Inner
Asian threat. The conclusions and insights drawn from this analysis are then used to inform modern
geopolitics, mainly the contest for hegemonic power between the United States and China.
Geopolitics in Late Antiquity is a crucial resource for both academic and learned general readership,
who have an interest in the fate of antiquity’s superpowers and also for those engaged in current
international relations policy-making, who wish to learn from historical precedents.
  foundations of geopolitics: Black Wind, White Snow Charles Clover, 2016-04-26 Charles
Clover, award-winning journalist and former Moscow bureau chief for the Financial Times, here
analyses the idea of Eurasianism, a theory of Russian national identity based on ethnicity and
geography. Clover traces Eurasianism’s origins in the writings of White Russian exiles in 1920s
Europe, through Siberia’s Gulag archipelago in the 1950s, the dissolution of the Soviet Union in the
early 1990s, and up to its steady infiltration of the governing elite around Vladimir Putin. This
eye-opening analysis pieces together the evidence for Eurasianism’s place at the heart of Kremlin
thinking today and explores its impact on recent events, the annexation of Crimea, the rise in Russia
of anti-Western paranoia and imperialist rhetoric, as well as Putin’s sometimes perplexing political
actions and ambitions. Based on extensive research and dozens of interviews with Putin’s close
advisers, this quietly explosive story will be essential reading for anyone concerned with Russia’s
past century, and its future.
  foundations of geopolitics: Russian Foreign Policy Jeffrey Mankoff, 2011 Introduction: the
guns of August -- Contours of Russian foreign policy -- Bulldogs fighting under the rug: the making of
Russian foreign policy -- Resetting expectations: Russia and the United States -- Europe: between
integration and confrontation -- Rising China and Russia's Asian vector -- Playing with home field
advantage? Russia and its post-Soviet neighbors -- Conclusion: dealing with Russia's foreign policy
reawakening.
  foundations of geopolitics: Cultural Perspectives, Geopolitics, & Energy Security of
Eurasia Mahir Ibrahimov, Gustav A. Otto, Lee G. Gentile (Jr.), 2017
  foundations of geopolitics: The New Geopolitics of Natural Gas Agnia Grigas, 2017 Cover --
Title page -- Copyright -- Dedication -- Contents -- Introduction: A New Era of Gas -- 1. The Changing
Global Gas Sector -- 2. The Politics and Commerce of American LNG Exports -- 3. The Politics of
Supply: Russiaand Gazprom -- 4. The Politics of Dependence Transformed: Europe -- 5. The Politics
of Transit: Ukraine and Belarus -- 6. The Politics of Isolated Suppliers: The Caucasus and Central
Asia -- 7. The Politics of Demand: China and Beyond -- Conclusion -- Notes -- Acknowledgments --
Index



  foundations of geopolitics: The Storm Before the Calm George Friedman, 2020-02-25 *One
of Bloomberg's Best Books of the Year* The master geopolitical forecaster and New York Times
bestselling author of The Next 100 Years focuses on the United States, predicting how the 2020s will
bring dramatic upheaval and reshaping of American government, foreign policy, economics, and
culture. In his riveting new book, noted forecaster and bestselling author George Friedman turns to
the future of the United States. Examining the clear cycles through which the United States has
developed, upheaved, matured, and solidified, Friedman breaks down the coming years and decades
in thrilling detail. American history must be viewed in cycles—particularly, an eighty-year
institutional cycle that has defined us (there are three such examples—the Revolutionary
War/founding, the Civil War, and World War II), and a fifty-year socio-economic cycle that has seen
the formation of the industrial classes, baby boomers, and the middle classes. These two major
cycles are both converging on the late 2020s—a time in which many of these foundations will
change. The United States will have to endure upheaval and possible conflict, but also, ultimately,
increased strength, stability, and power in the world. Friedman's analysis is detailed and fascinating,
and covers issues such as the size and scope of the federal government, the future of marriage and
the social contract, shifts in corporate structures, and new cultural trends that will react to longer
life expectancies. This new book is both provocative and entertaining.
  foundations of geopolitics: On Shifting Foundations Kean Fan Lim, 2019-03-11 This book
introduces readers to the current social and economic state of China since its restructuring in 1949.
Provides insights into the targeted institutional change that is occurring simultaneously across the
entire country Presents context-rich accounts of how and why these changes connect to (if not
contradict) regulatory logics established during the Mao-era A new analytical framework that
explicitly considers the relationship between state rescaling, policy experimentation, and path
dependency Prompts readers to think about how experimental initiatives reflect and contribute to
the ‘national strategy’ of Chinese development An excellent extension of ongoing theoretical work
examining the entwinement of subnational regulatory reconfiguration, place-specific policy
experimentation, and the reproduction of national economic advantage
  foundations of geopolitics: Global Health and International Relations Colin McInnes, Kelley
Lee, 2013-05-02 The long separation of health and International Relations, as distinct academic
fields and policy arenas, has now dramatically changed. Health, concerned with the body, mind and
spirit, has traditionally focused on disease and infirmity, whilst International Relations has been
dominated by concerns of war, peace and security. Since the 1990s, however, the two fields have
increasingly overlapped. How can we explain this shift and what are the implications for the future
development of both fields? Colin McInnes and Kelley Lee examine four key intersections between
health and International Relations today - foreign policy and health diplomacy, health and the global
political economy, global health governance and global health security. The explosion of interest in
these subjects has, in large part, been due to real world concerns - disease outbreaks, antibiotic
resistance, counterfeit drugs and other risks to human health amid the spread of globalisation. Yet
the authors contend that it is also important to understand how global health has been socially
constructed, shaped in theory and practice by particular interests and normative frameworks. This
groundbreaking book encourages readers to step back from problem-solving to ask how global
health is being problematized in the first place, why certain agendas and issue areas are prioritised,
and what determines the potential solutions put forth to address them? The palpable struggle to
better understand the health risks facing a globalized world, and to strengthen collective action to
deal with them effectively, begins - they argue - with a more reflexive and critical approach to this
rapidly emerging subject.
  foundations of geopolitics: American Foundations Helmut K. Anheier, David C. Hammack,
2010-09-01 Foundations play an essential part in the philanthropic activity that defines so much of
American life. No other nation provides its foundations with so much autonomy and freedom of
action as does the United States. Liberated both from the daily discipline of the market and from
direct control by government, American foundations understandably attract great attention. As



David Hammack and Helmut Anheier note in this volume, Americans have criticized foundations
for... their alleged conservatism, liberalism, elitism, radicalism, devotion to religious tradition,
hostility to religion—in short, for commitments to causes whose significance can be measured, in
part, by the controversies they provoke. Americans have also criticized foundations for
ineffectiveness and even foolishness. Their size alone conveys some sense of the significance of
American foundations, whose assets amounted to over $530 billion in 2008 despite a dramatic
decline of almost 22 percent in the previous year. And in 2008 foundation grants totaled over $45
billion. But what roles have foundations actually played over time, and what distinctive roles do they
fill today? How have they shaped American society, how much difference do they make? What roles
are foundations likely to play in the future? This comprehensive volume, the product of a three-year
project supported by the Aspen Institute's program on the Nonprofit Sector and Philanthropy,
provides the most thorough effort ever to assess the impact and significance of the nation's large
foundations. In it, leading researchers explore how foundations have shaped—or failed to
shape—each of the key fields of foundation work. American Foundations takes the reader on a
wide-ranging tour, evaluating foundation efforts in education, scientific and medical research, health
care, social welfare, international relations, arts and culture, religion, and social change.
  foundations of geopolitics: Disunited Nations Peter Zeihan, 2020-03-03 Should we stop
caring about fading regional powers like China, Russia, Germany, and Iran? Will the collapse of
international cooperation push France, Turkey, Japan, and Saudi Arabia to the top of international
concerns? Most countries and companies are not prepared for the world Peter Zeihan says we’re
already living in. For decades, America’s allies have depended on its might for their economic and
physical security. But as a new age of American isolationism dawns, the results will surprise
everyone. In Disunited Nations, geopolitical strategist Peter Zeihan presents a series of
counterintuitive arguments about the future of a world where trade agreements are coming apart
and international institutions are losing their power. Germany will decline as the most powerful
country in Europe, with France taking its place. Every country should prepare for the collapse of
China, not North Korea. We are already seeing, as Zeihan predicts, a shift in outlook on the Middle
East: It is no longer Iran that is the region’s most dangerous threat, but Saudi Arabia. The world has
gotten so accustomed to the “normal” of an American-dominated order that we have all forgotten the
historical norm: several smaller, competing powers and economic systems throughout Europe and
Asia. America isn’t the only nation stepping back from the international system. From Brazil to Great
Britain to Russia, leaders are deciding that even if plenty of countries lose in the growing disunited
chaos, their nations will benefit. The world isn’t falling apart—it’s being pushed apart. The countries
and businesses prepared for this new every-country-for-itself ethic are those that will prevail; those
shackled to the status quo will find themselves lost in the new world disorder. Smart, interesting,
and essential reading, Disunited Nations is a sure-to-be-controversial guidebook that analyzes the
emerging shifts and resulting problems that will arise in the next two decades. We are entering a
period of chaos, and no political or corporate leader can ignore Zeihan’s insights or his message if
they want to survive and thrive in this uncertain new time.
  foundations of geopolitics: The Demon of Geopolitics Holger H. Herwig, 2016-03-10 Karl
Haushofer, a Bavarian general and professor, is widely recognized as the “father of geopolitics.” In
1945 the United States sought to put him on trial at Nuremberg as a major war criminal for being
“Hitler’s intellectual godfather” and the true author of Mein Kampf. In this definitive biography,
noted historian Holger H. Herwig assesses the fiction and reality behind these claims. Making
comprehensive use of Haushofer’s previously unavailable private papers, Herwig analyzes
Haushofer’s geopolitical concepts, his relations with his student Rudolf Hess, and his mentorship of
Hitler and Hess at Landsberg Prison in 1924. Herwig offers unique insights into Haushofer’s crucial
behind-the-scenes influence in providing the Nazis with his theories of Autarky and Lebensraum, the
rationale for Germany’s control of Europe and the world. This riveting book ends with Haushofer’s
final verdict on himself: “I want to be forgotten and forgotten.” But the author concludes with the
admonition that the “demon” of Geopolitik demands much closer scrutiny in this new age of



geopolitics.
  foundations of geopolitics: Geopolitics of Governance A. Kakabadse, 2001-01-01
Considerable attention has been given to the topic of governance and its relevance to private and
public sector organisations. However, little attention has been given to the impact of adopting
different governance models on societies and nations which are unaccustomed to alternative ways of
working. With both an enterprise level and a societal level of analysis in mind, this book explores the
governance impact on both the structure of organisation and performance of organisation, and also
examines what are the likely stakeholder reactions and social repercussions of the emerging
encroachment of the shareholder value philosophy championed by Anglo-American enterprises on
stakeholder societies such as France, Germany, Japan and the Scandinavian countries.
  foundations of geopolitics: The Atlantic Realists Matthew Specter, 2022-02-08 In The
Atlantic Realists, intellectual historian Matthew Specter offers a boldly revisionist interpretation of
realism, a prevalent stance in post-WWII US foreign policy and public discourse and the dominant
international relations theory during the Cold War. Challenging the common view of realism as a set
of universally binding truths about international affairs, Specter argues that its major features
emerged from a century-long dialogue between American and German intellectuals beginning in the
late nineteenth century. Specter uncovers an Atlantic realist tradition of reflection on the
prerogatives of empire and the nature of power politics conditioned by fin de siècle imperial
competition, two world wars, the Holocaust, and the Cold War. Focusing on key figures in the
evolution of realist thought, including Carl Schmitt, Hans Morgenthau, and Wilhelm Grewe, this
book traces the development of the realist worldview over a century, dismantling myths about the
national interest, Realpolitik, and the art of statesmanship.
  foundations of geopolitics: Strategic Asia 2013-14 Ashley J. Tellis, Abraham M. Denmark,
Travis Tanner, 2013-09-25 The 2013-14 Strategic Asia volume examines the role of nuclear weapons
in the grand strategies of key Asian states and assesses the impact of these capabilities—both
established and latent—on regional and international stability. In each chapter, a leading expert
explores the historical, strategic, and political factors that drive a country's calculations vis-a-vis
nuclear weapons and draws implications for American interests.
  foundations of geopolitics: Territorial Foundations of the Gulf States Richard Schofield,
2016-11-18 This book, first published in 1994, provides a comprehensive treatment of a crucial set of
geopolitical issues from a region where political developments are observed with great care and
some trepidation by the rest of the world. Based on expert analysis by leading researchers, the book
is the first English-language to deal collectively with the origins and contemporary status of land and
maritime boundaries in the Gulf and Arabian Peninsula. The 1990 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait was the
gravest challenge yet posed to the system of small states established by Britain during its stay as a
protecting power along the western Gulf littoral. Immediately, questions were raised about the
origins of these tiny emirates: How had this territorial framework evolved? What was its raison
d’être? How capable was this framework of withstanding serious internal and external upheaval
such as that caused by the Iraqi invasion? This book reviews these and related concerns from a
variety of informed perspectives: those of the boundary-maker himself, the international lawyer, the
oil economist, and the political and historical geographer. The origins of the region’s framework of
state territory are carefully scrutinised, as are the region’s borders and the contemporary disputes
over their status. The period following the first Gulf War has witnessed an increase in the prevalence
of Arabian territorial disputes. Some ae new, such as Saudi-Qatar, but most are established cyclical
affairs. Although a complete explanation for these developments is premature, they have occurred as
states in the region have been making clear moves to finalise the framework of Arabian state
territory; only the Saudi-Yemen border remains indeterminate, albeit the subject of current
negotiations. The book begins with a major scene-setting chapter by Richard Schofield. This is
followed by chapters containing expert insights into the relationship between territory and
indigenous notions of sovereignty, Britain’s role in drawing Arabian territorial limits (including a
contribution from someone who drew up some of its boundaries), Iran-Kuwait disputes in particular,



maritime boundaries, the hydrocarbon dimension, and concepts of shared political space. With many
newly-drawn maps based on original research, this volume stands alone as a comprehensive reader
on an issue that plays a dominant part in the regional geopolitics of the Gulf and Arabian Peninsula.
  foundations of geopolitics: Near Abroad Gerard Toal, 2017 In sum, by showing how and why
local regional disputes quickly develop into global crises through the paired power of historical
memory and time-space compression, Near Abroad reshapes our understanding of the current
conflict raging in the center of the Eurasian landmass and international politics as a whole.
  foundations of geopolitics: Russian Eurasianism Marlène Laruelle, 2008-10 Since the
dissolution of the Soviet Union, Russia has been marginalized at the edge of a Western-dominated
political and economic system. In recent years, however, leading Russian figures, including former
president Vladimir Putin, have begun to stress a geopolitics that puts Russia at the center of a
number of axes: European-Asian, Christian-Muslim-Buddhist, Mediterranean-Indian, Slavic-Turkic,
and so on. This volume examines the political presuppositions and expanding intellectual impact of
Eurasianism, a movement promoting an ideology of Russian-Asian greatness, which has begun to
take hold throughout Russia, Kazakhstan, and Turkey. Eurasianism purports to tell Russians what is
unalterably important about them and why it can only be expressed in an empire. Using a wide
range of sources, Marlène Laruelle discusses the impact of the ideology of Eurasianism on
geopolitics, interior policy, foreign policy, and culturalist philosophy.
  foundations of geopolitics: Forging a Unitary State John P. LeDonne, 2020-03-16 Was Russia
truly an empire respectful of the differences among its constituent parts or was it a unitary state
seeking to create complete homogeneity?
  foundations of geopolitics: Urban Geopolitics Jonathan Rokem, Camillo Boano, 2017-08-21
In the last decade a new wave of urban research has emerged, putting comparative perspectives
back on the urban studies agenda. However, this research is frequently based on similar case
studies on a few selected cities in America and Europe and all too often focus on the abstract city
level with marginal attention given to particular local contexts. Moving away from loosely defined
urban theories and contexts, this book argues it is time to start learning from and compare across
different ‘contested cities’. It questions the long-standing Euro-centric academic knowledge
production that is prevalent in urban studies and planning research. This book brings together a
diverse range of international case studies from Latin America, South and South East Asia, Eastern
Europe, Africa and the Middle East to offer an in-depth understanding of the worldwide contested
nature of cities in a wide range of local contexts. It suggests an urban ontology that moves beyond
the urban ‘West’ and ‘North’ as well as adding a comparative-relational understanding of the
contested nature that ‘Southern’ cities are developing. This timely contribution is essential reading
for those working in the fields of human geography, urban studies, planning, politics, area studies
and sociology.
  foundations of geopolitics: World City Doreen Massey, 2013-04-23 Cities around the world
are striving to be 'global'. This book tells the story of one of them, and in so doing raises questions of
identity, place and political responsibility that are essential for all cities. World City focuses its
account on London, one of the greatest of these global cities. London is a city of delight and of
creativity. It also presides over a country increasingly divided between North and South and over a
neo-liberal form of globalisation - the deregulation, financialisation and commercialisation of all
aspects of life - that is resulting in an evermore unequal world. World City explores how we can
understand this complex narrative and asks a question that should be asked of any city: what does
this place stand for? Following the implosion within the financial sector, such issues are even more
vital. In a new Preface, Doreen Massey addresses these changed times. She argues that, whatever
happens, the evidence of this book is that we must not go back to 'business as usual', and she asks
whether the financial crisis might open up a space for a deeper rethinking of both our economy and
our society.
  foundations of geopolitics: How the West Came to Rule Alexander Anievas, Kerem
Nisanc@0131oglu, 2015 Mainstream historical accounts of the development of capitalism describe a



process which is fundamentally European - a system that was born in the mills and factories of
England or under the guillotines of the French Revolution. In this groundbreaking book, a very
different story is told. How the West Came to Rule offers a unique interdisciplinary and international
historical account of the origins of capitalism. It argues that contrary to the dominant wisdom,
capitalism's origins should not be understood as a development confined to the geographically and
culturally sealed borders of Europe, but the outcome of a wider array of global processes in which
non-European societies played a decisive role. Through an outline of the uneven histories of
Mongolian expansion, New World discoveries, Ottoman-Habsburg rivalry, the development of the
Asian colonies and bourgeois revolutions, Alexander Anievas and Kerem Nisancioglu provide an
account of how these diverse events and processes came together to produce capitalism.
  foundations of geopolitics: Gridlock Thomas Hale, David Held, Kevin Young, 2013-07-11 The
issues that increasingly dominate the 21st century cannot be solved by any single country acting
alone, no matter how powerful. To manage the global economy, prevent runaway environmental
destruction, reign in nuclear proliferation, or confront other global challenges, we must cooperate.
But at the same time, our tools for global policymaking - chiefly state-to-state negotiations over
treaties and international institutions - have broken down. The result is gridlock, which manifests
across areas via a number of common mechanisms. The rise of new powers representing a more
diverse array of interests makes agreement more difficult. The problems themselves have also grown
harder as global policy issues penetrate ever more deeply into core domestic concerns. Existing
institutions, created for a different world, also lock-in pathological decision-making procedures and
render the field ever more complex. All of these processes - in part a function of previous, successful
efforts at cooperation - have led global cooperation to fail us even as we need it most. Ranging over
the main areas of global concern, from security to the global economy and the environment, this
book examines these mechanisms of gridlock and pathways beyond them. It is written in a highly
accessible way, making it relevant not only to students of politics and international relations but also
to a wider general readership.
  foundations of geopolitics: Ecocritical Geopolitics Elena dell'Agnese, 2021-05-26 What is the
role of popular culture in shaping our discourse about the multifaceted system of material things,
subjects and causal agents that we call environment? Ecocritical Geopolitics offers a new theoretical
perspective and approach to the analysis of environmental discourse in popular culture. It combines
ecocriticial and critical geopolitical approaches to explore three main themes: dystopian visions, the
relationship between the human, post-human, and nature and speciesism and carnism. The
importance of popular culture in the construction of geopolitical discourse is widely recognized.
From ecocriticism, we also appreciate that literature, cinema, or theatre can offer a mirror of what
the individual author wants to communicate about the relationship between the human being and
what can be defined as non-human. This book provides an analysis of environmental discourses with
the theoretical tools of critical geopolitics and the analytical methodology of ecocriticism. It develops
and disseminates a new scientific approach, defined as ecocritical geopolitics, to offer an idea of the
power of popular culture in the realization of environmental discourse. Referencing sources as
diverse as The Road, The Shape of Water, Lady and the Tramp, and TV cooking shows, this book will
be of great interest to students and scholars of geography, environmental studies, film studies, and
environmental humanities.
  foundations of geopolitics: Foundations of National Power in the Asia-Pacific Ashley J. Tellis,
Alison Szalwinski, Michael Wills, 2015
  foundations of geopolitics: Ethnosociology Alexander Dugin, 2019-07-03 Ethnosociology: The
Foundations is a systematic presentation of the main principles and analytic strategies of the
discipline of ethnosociology, written by Alexander Dugin, one of the major Russian philosophers and
political analysts of the present day. Through study of the main sources and schools that influenced
the establishment of ethnosociology as an independent and original scientific discipline, Alexander
Dugin offers a profound philosophical approach to the categories of the ethnos, narod, nation, and
society and elaborates a general ethnosociological taxonomy. Dugin's work is distinguished by its



strict consistency, a broad spectrum of knowledge, and various methodologies of ethnosociological
analysis, brought together into a single, easily applicable system. While this book can serve as a
manual for specialists in the field of sociology, philosophy, political science, cultural studies,
ethnology, international relations, state and law, it will also be of pertinent interest to anyone who
follows the latest groundbreaking developments in the humanities, or who seeks to understand the
structure of human societies.
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