FLYING SQUAD SCOTLAND YARD

FLYING SQUAD SCOTLAND YARD HAS LONG BEEN SYNONYMOUS WITH ELITE POLICING, SWIFT CRIME RESPONSE, AND THE
RELENTLESS PURSUIT OF DANGEROUS CRIMINALS IN LONDON. ESTABLISHED OVER A CENTURY AGO, THE FLYING SQUAD IS A
SPECIALIST BRANCH OF THE METROPOLITAN POLICE SERVICE, BASED AT SCOTLAND Y ARD, AND IS RENOWNED FOR ITS EXPERTISE
IN TACKLING ARMED ROBBERY, ORGANIZED CRIME, AND HIGH-PROFILE INVESTIGATIONS. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE FASCINATING
HISTORY, OPERATIONAL STRATEGIES, NOTABLE CASES, AND MODERN-DAY EVOLUTION OF THE FLYING SQUAD, HIGHLIGHTING ITS
SIGNIFICANCE WITHIN SCOTLAND Y ARD AND BRITISH LAW ENFORCEMENT. READERS WILL GAIN A COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING
OF THE UNIT’S ORIGINS, LEGENDARY REPUTATION, AND THE VITAL ROLE IT CONTINUES TO PLAY IN CONTEMPORARY POLICING.
\W/HETHER YOU’RE A CRIME ENTHUSIAST, RESEARCHER, OR SIMPLY CURIOUS ABOUT THE INNER WORKINGS OF ONE OF L ONDON’S
MOST ICONIC POLICE UNITS, THIS DETAILED OVERVIEW PROVIDES EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THE FLYING SQUAD,
SCOTLAND Y ARD.
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ORIGINS AND HISTORY OF THE FLYING SQUAD

EARLY BEGINNINGS

THE FLYING SQUAD WAS OFFICIALLY ESTABLISHED IN 19 19 AS A MOBILE RESPONSE UNIT WITHIN SCOTLAND Y ARD. |TS
ORIGINAL PURPOSE WAS TO COMBAT THE INCREASING WAVE OF ARMED ROBBERIES AND VIOLENT CRIMES IN LONDON. THE TERM
“FLYING" REFERRED TO THE SQUAD’S ABILITY TO MOVE QUICKLY ACROSS THE CITY, RESPONDING TO INCIDENTS WITH
EXCEPTIONAL SPEED. THIS AGILE APPROACH DISTINGUISHED THE UNIT FROM TRADITIONAL POLICING METHODS AND SOON BECAME
A DEFINING CHARACTERISTIC.

EvorLuTioN OvVer THE DECADES

OVER THE YEARS, THE FLYING SQUAD EVOLVED TO ADDRESS EMERGING CRIMINAL THREATS. DURING THE 1920s anp 1930s,
THE SQUAD GAINED A REPUTATION FOR TAKING ON NOTORIOUS GANGS AND ORGANIZED CRIMINALS, EMPLOYING INNOVATIVE
TACTICS AND UNDERCOVER WORK. THE POST-WAR ERA SAW FURTHER MODERNIZATION, WITH CHANGES IN TECHNOLOGY AND
METHODOLOGY ENABLING THE SQUAD TO STAY AHEAD OF INCREASINGLY SOPHISTICATED CRIMINALS.

INTEGRATION INTO SCOTLAND Y ARD

AS PART OF SCOTLAND Y ARD’S SPECIALIST CRIME DIRECTORATE, THE FLYING SQUAD HAS MAINTAINED ITS ELITE STATUS. ITS
INTEGRATION WITHIN THE METROPOLITAN POLICE SERVICE ALLOWED FOR GREATER RESOURCE SHARING, INTELLIGENCE
GATHERING, AND COORDINATION WITH OTHER SPECIALIZED UNITS, SOLIDIFYING ITS ROLE AS A CENTRAL PILLAR IN LONDON’S



FIGHT AGAINST SERIOUS CRIME.

STRUCTURE AND OPERATIONS WITHIN SCOTLAND Y ARD

ORGANIZATIONAL HIERARCHY

THE FLYING SQUAD OPERATES UNDER THE SERIOUS AND ORGANIZED CRIME COMMAND AT SCOTLAND Y ARD. |T CONSISTS OF
HIGHLY TRAINED OFFICERS, INCLUDING DETECTIVES, SURVEILLANCE EXPERTS, AND SUPPORT STAFF. LEADERSHIP IS TYPICALLY
PROVIDED BY SENIOR DETECTIVES WITH EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE IN ARMED ROBBERY AND ORGANIZED CRIME INVESTIGATIONS.

OPERATIONAL TACTICS

THE UNIT EMPLOYS A RANGE OF TACTICS, FROM COVERT SURVEILLANCE AND UNDERCOVER OPERATIONS TO RAPID-RESPONSE
RAIDS. THE FLYING SQUAD IS KNOWN FOR ITS PROACTIVE APPROACH, OFTEN GATHERING INTELLIGENCE AND INTERCEPTING
CRIMINALS BEFORE CRIMES OCCUR. COORDINATION WITH OTHER BRANCHES, SUCH AS THE CoUNTER TERRORISM COMMAND AND
THE HoMicipE AND Major CRIME COMMAND, ENSURES A COMPREHENSIVE RESPONSE TO THREATS.

e COVERT SURVEILLANCE OF SUSPECTS
e |UNDERCOVER INFILTRATION OF CRIMINAL NETWORKS
® RAPID DEPLOYMENT TO CRIME SCENES

o COLLABORATION WITH OTHER SPECIALIZED UNITS

Key RESPONSIBILITIES AND SPECIALIZATIONS

ARMED ROBBERY INVESTIGATIONS

THE FLYING SQUAD’S PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY IS INVESTIGATING ARMED ROBBERIES, ESPECIALLY THOSE TARGETING BANKS,
ARMORED VEHICLES, AND COMMERCIAL PREMISES. THEIR EXPERTISE LIES IN HANDLING HIGH-RISK SITUATIONS, OFTEN INVOLVING
WEAPONS AND ORGANIZED CRIMINAL GROUPS. THE UNIT’S SWIFT RESPONSE AND STRATEGIC PLANNING HAVE RESULTED IN THE
PREVENTION AND RESOLUTION OF COUNTLESS ROBBERY CASES.

ORrGANIzED CRIME DISRUPTION

BEYOND ARMED ROBBERY, THE FLYING SQUAD TARGETS ORGANIZED CRIME SYNDICATES RESPONSIBLE FOR DRUG TRAFFICKING,
EXTORTION, AND MONEY LAUNDERING. THEIR OPERATIONS FREQUENTLY INVOLVE MULTI-AGENCY COORDINATION, EXTENSIVE
INTELLIGENCE NETWORKS, AND LONG-TERM INVESTIGATIONS AIMED AT DISMANTLING CRIMINAL ORGANIZATIONS.

HiGH-ProFILE CASE MANAGEMENT

FLYING SQUAD OFFICERS ARE OFTEN ASSIGNED TO HIGH-PROFILE CASES DUE TO THEIR EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE. | HESE CASES
REQUIRE METICULOUS PLANNING, DISCRETION, AND A DEEP UNDERSTANDING OF CRIMINAL BEHAVIOR, MAKING THE SQUAD A
CRITICAL ASSET TO SCOTLAND Y ARD.



NoTABLE CASES AND ACHIEVEMENTS

HisToRrIC INVESTIGATIONS

THE FLYING SQUAD HAS BEEN INVOLVED IN SOME OF THE UK’S MOST FAMOUS CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS. THE 1963 GREAT
TRAIN ROBBERY, WHICH INVOLVED A GANG STEALING MILLIONS FROM A ROYAL MAIL TRAIN, WAS ONE OF THE SQUAD’S MOST
HIGH-PROFILE CASES. THEIR RELENTLESS PURSUIT AND EVENTUAL CAPTURE OF THE PERPETRATORS CEMENTED THE FLYING
SQUAD’S LEGENDARY STATUS.

L ANDMARK SUCCESSES

THROUGHOUT ITS HISTORY, THE FLYING SQUAD HAS SECURED NUMEROUS CONVICTIONS AGAINST DANGEROUS CRIMINALS,
DISRUPTED MAJOR CRIME RINGS, AND PREVENTED HIGH-VALUE ROBBERIES. THEIR WORK HAS NOT ONLY PROTECTED BUSINESSES
AND THE PUBLIC BUT ALSO CONTRIBUTED TO THE OVERALL SECURITY OF LONDON.

1. THe GReAT TrAIN Roggery (1963)
2. THe BAker STReeT Roeeery (197 1)
3. HaTTon GARDEN SaFe DeposiT BuraLARY (2015)

4. BANK AND ARMORED CAR ROBBERY INVESTIGATIONS

TRAINING AND RECRUITMENT

SeLECTION CRITERIA

JOINING THE FLYING SQUAD REQUIRES MEETING STRINGENT SELECTION CRITERIA. PROSPECTIVE OFFICERS MUST DEMONSTRATE
EXCEPTIONAL INVESTIGATIVE SKILLS, TACTICAL AWARENESS, AND PSYCHOLOGICAL RESILIENCE. MANY SQUAD MEMBERS HAVE
PRIOR EXPERIENCE IN OTHER SPECIALIST UNITS OR HAVE DISTINGUISHED THEMSELVES IN GENERAL DETECTIVE WORK.

SPECIALIZED TRAINING PROGRAMS

ONCE SELECTED, OFFICERS UNDERGO RIGOROUS TRAINING IN FIREARMS HANDLING, NEGOTIATION, SURVEILLANCE, AND ADVANCED
DRIVING. THE TRAINING IS DESIGNED TO PREPARE THEM FOR THE UNPREDICTABLE AND OFTEN DANGEROUS NATURE OF THEIR WORK.
REGULAR REFRESHER COURSES ENSURE THAT SKILLS REMAIN SHARP AND UP-TO-DATE.

IMPACT ON MODERN POLICING

INFLUENCE ON POLICING METHODS

THE FLYING SQUAD’S PIONEERING USE OF MOBILE UNITS, COVERT OPERATIONS, AND RAPID RESPONSE HAS INFLUENCED MODERN
POLICING ACROSS THE UK AND INTERNATIONALLY. MANY CONTEMPORARY POLICE STRATEGIES CAN TRACE THEIR ROOTS TO THE
SQUAD’S INNOVATIVE TACTICS AND METHODS DEVELOPED AT SCOTLAND Y ARD.



ADAPTATION TO CONTEMPORARY THREATS

AS CRIMINAL TACTICS EVOLVE, SO DOES THE FLYING SQUAD. TODAY/ THE UNIT LEVERAGES DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY, ADVANCED
SURVEILLANCE EQUIPMENT, AND DATA ANALYSIS TO COMBAT CYBER-ENABLED CRIMES AND COORDINATE WITH GLOBAL LAW
ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES. THIS ADAPTABILITY ENSURES CONTINUED RELEVANCE IN THE FACE OF NEW CHALLENGES.

PusLIC PErCEPTION AND CULTURAL INFLUENCE

MepIA PORTRAYAL

THE FLYING SQUAD HAS BEEN IMMORTALIZED IN POPULAR CULTURE, FREQUENTLY DEPICTED IN FILMS, TELEVISION SERIES, AND
LITERATURE. |TS ASSOCIATION WITH DRAMATIC POLICE CHASES, UNDERCOVER OPERATIONS, AND HEROIC FEATS HAS CEMENTED
ITS REPUTATION AS ONE OF THE WORLD’S MOST FAMOUS POLICE UNITS.

COMMUNITY RELATIONSHIPS

DESPITE ITS ELITE STATUS, THE FLYING SQUAD MAINTAINS A STRONG RELATIONSHIP WITH LOCAL COMMUNITIES. THROUGH
OUTREACH PROGRAMS AND PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT, THE SQUAD WORKS TO BUILD TRUST AND ENSURE THE PUBLIC’S SAFETY. THEIR
VISIBILITY AND EFFECTIVENESS HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO A POSITIVE PERCEPTION AMONG L ONDONERS.

ENDURING LEGACY

THE FLYING SQUAD’S LEGACY CONTINUES TO INSPIRE NEW GENERATIONS OF POLICE OFFICERS. ITS HISTORY, ACHIEVEMENTS, AND
CULTURAL IMPACT REMAIN AN INTEGRAL PART OF SCOTLAND Y ARD’S STORY AND THE WIDER NARRATIVE OF BRITISH LAW
ENFORCEMENT.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT FLYING SQUAD SCOTLAND Y ARD

Q: WHAT I1s THE FLYING SQUAD SCOTLAND Y ARD?

A: THE FLYING SQUAD IS A SPECIALIZED BRANCH OF THE METROPOLITAN POLICE SERVICE, BASED AT SCOTLAND YARD, TASKED
WITH INVESTIGATING ARMED ROBBERIES AND SERIOUS ORGANIZED CRIME IN LONDON.

Q: WHEN WAS THE FLYING SQUAD FOUNDED?

A: THE FLYING SQUAD WAS ESTABLISHED IN 19 19 TO PROVIDE A MOBILE, RAPID RESPONSE TO VIOLENT CRIMES AND ARMED
ROBBERIES IN LONDON.

Q: WHAT TYPES OF CRIMES DOES THE FLYING SQUAD HANDLE?

A: THE FLYING SQUAD PRIMARILY DEALS WITH ARMED ROBBERIES, ORGANIZED CRIME, HIGH-VALUE THEFTS, AND HIGH-PROFILE
INVESTIGATIONS REQUIRING SPECIALIST SKILLS.



Q: WHY IS THE FLYING SQUAD CALLED “FLYING”?

A: THE TERM “FLYING” REFERS TO THE SQUAD’S ABILITY TO RESPOND QUICKLY AND MOVE RAPIDLY ACROSS LONDON TO
TACKLE CRIMES AS THEY HAPPEN.

Q: WHAT ARE SOME FAMOUS CASES INVOLVING THE FLYING SQUAD?

A: NOTABLE CASES INCLUDE THE GREAT TRAIN RoBeerY (1963), THE BAKER STREET RosgerY (197 1), AND THE HATTON
GARDEN SAFE DEPOSIT BURGLARY (2015).

Q: How ARE OFFICERS SELECTED FOR THE FLYING SQUAD?

A: OFFICERS ARE CHOSEN BASED ON THEIR EXPERIENCE, INVESTIGATIVE SKILLS, TACTICAL EXPERTISE, AND PSYCHOLOGICAL
RESILIENCE, OFTEN AFTER SERVING IN OTHER SPECIALIST UNITS.

Q: How HAS THE FLYING SQUAD INFLUENCED MODERN POLICING?

A: THE FLYING SQUAD)S INNOVATIVE TACTICS, SUCH AS MOBILE RESPONSE UNITS AND UNDERCOVER OPERATIONS, HAVE SHAPED
CONTEMPORARY POLICING STRATEGIES IN THE UK AND BEYOND.

Q: Does THE FLYING SQUAD STILL OPERATE TODAY?

A: YES, THE FLYING SQUAD REMAINS AN ACTIVE AND VITAL PART OF SCOTLAND YAED, ADAPTING TO NEW CRIMINAL THREATS
AND MAINTAINING ITS REPUTATION FOR EXCELLENCE.

Q: WHAT ROLE DOES TECHNOLOGY PLAY IN THE FLYING SQUAD’S WORK?

A: MODERN TECHNOLOGY, INCLUDING SURVEILLANCE EQUIPMENT AND DIGITAL FORENSICS, IS INTEGRAL TO THE FLYING SQUAD’S
EFFORTS IN COMBATING SOPHISTICATED CRIMES.

Q: How 1S THE FLYING SQUAD PERCEIVED BY THE PUBLIC?

A: THE FLYING SQUAD IS WIDELY RESPECTED FOR ITS EFFECTIVENESS AND HAS A STRONG CULTURAL PRESENCE, OFTEN
PORTRAYED AS HEROIC AND SKILLED IN MEDIA AND POPULAR CULTURE.
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Flying Squad Scotland Yard: Unmasking the Elite Crime
Fighters

The flashing blue lights, the hushed urgency, the relentless pursuit of justice - these are the
hallmarks of Scotland Yard's Flying Squad. For decades, this elite unit has captivated the public
imagination, representing the pinnacle of crime-fighting prowess. But what exactly is the Flying
Squad? This in-depth exploration delves into the history, structure, operations, and legacy of this
iconic branch of the Metropolitan Police Service, uncovering the realities behind the myth. We'll
unravel their methods, examine some of their most notable cases, and address common
misconceptions surrounding this fascinating and crucial part of London's law enforcement.

H2: A History Steeped in Tradition and Modernization:

The origins of the Flying Squad can be traced back to the late 19th century, although its formalized
structure didn't emerge until the early 20th. Initially focused on responding rapidly to serious
crimes, its name, "Flying Squad," reflects its agile, rapid deployment capabilities. The early days
were characterized by intense investigations, often involving daring pursuits and close-quarters
confrontations, cementing its legendary status. Over time, the Squad adapted to evolving crime
trends, incorporating technological advancements and sophisticated investigative techniques. While
maintaining its reputation for swift action, it now also employs advanced forensic analysis, digital
forensics, and international collaborations.

H2: Structure and Organization of the Elite Unit:

The Flying Squad isn't a standalone entity, but rather a specialized unit within the Metropolitan
Police Service's Specialist Crime Command. It's composed of highly trained detectives with
extensive experience in investigating serious and organized crime. The unit is structured
hierarchically, with experienced detectives leading teams focusing on specific types of crime, such
as armed robbery, serious fraud, and high-value vehicle theft. Rigorous selection processes ensure
only the most capable and dedicated officers join its ranks, undergoing extensive training in areas
including surveillance, tactical operations, and firearms proficiency.

H2: Operational Methods and Investigative Techniques:

The Flying Squad's success rests on a combination of proactive and reactive policing strategies.
Proactive work involves intelligence gathering, surveillance, and undercover operations to disrupt
criminal activities before they occur. Reactive investigations focus on responding swiftly and
efficiently to reported crimes, often involving rapid deployment to crime scenes and meticulous
evidence collection. The unit utilizes advanced technology, including CCTV analysis, facial
recognition software, and sophisticated data analytics, to identify suspects and build strong cases.



Collabhoration with other police forces, both domestically and internationally, is crucial for tackling
transnational crime networks.

H2: Notable Cases and Legacy:

The Flying Squad has been involved in some of the most high-profile and significant criminal
investigations in British history. While specifics often remain confidential due to operational
sensitivity and ongoing investigations, their involvement in tackling notorious gangs, bringing down
organized crime networks, and recovering millions of pounds in stolen property is well-documented.
Their success contributes to public safety and confidence in law enforcement. The Flying Squad's
legacy is one of relentless pursuit of justice, unwavering dedication, and a commitment to upholding
the law, even in the face of significant challenges. This legacy continues to inspire and shape
modern policing techniques.

H2: Misconceptions and the Modern Reality:

Popular culture often portrays the Flying Squad in a romanticized light, emphasizing dramatic
pursuits and high-stakes confrontations. While these elements are occasionally present, the reality of
the Flying Squad's work involves meticulous investigation, detailed planning, and sophisticated
intelligence gathering. Modern policing demands a more nuanced approach, leveraging
technological advancements and collaborative efforts. The image of the lone wolf detective,
operating independently, is largely a misconception; teamwork, collaboration, and adherence to
strict legal protocols are paramount.

H2: The Future of the Flying Squad:

As crime evolves, so too must the Flying Squad. The unit continues to adapt to new challenges,
focusing on emerging threats such as cybercrime and sophisticated financial fraud. This involves
ongoing training, investment in new technology, and strengthening international collaborations. The
Flying Squad's future rests on its ability to remain agile, innovative, and adaptable, continuing to
serve as a cornerstone of effective law enforcement in the ever-changing landscape of crime.

Conclusion:

The Flying Squad Scotland Yard represents more than just a police unit; it's a symbol of Britain's
unwavering commitment to fighting serious crime. Its history is rich, its operations complex, and its
legacy one of dedication and success. While popular culture may romanticize its image, the reality of
the Flying Squad's work is a testament to meticulous investigation, technological prowess, and
unwavering commitment to justice. Understanding its history, structure, and ongoing evolution is
crucial to appreciating its vital role in maintaining public safety and order.



FAQs:

1. Is the Flying Squad still operational? Yes, the Flying Squad remains a crucial part of the
Metropolitan Police Service's Specialist Crime Command.

2. What types of crimes does the Flying Squad investigate? Their investigations span serious and
organized crime, including armed robbery, large-scale fraud, and high-value vehicle theft.

3. How can I join the Flying Squad? Joining requires extensive experience within the Metropolitan
Police Service, progressing through the ranks and demonstrating exceptional skills and dedication.

4. Are there any public records of Flying Squad cases? Due to the sensitive nature of their
investigations and ongoing operations, detailed public records of specific cases are often limited.

5. What are the key differences between the Flying Squad and other police units? The Flying Squad
specializes in serious and organized crime, requiring specialized training and skills beyond those of
general policing units. They are known for their rapid response capabilities and proactive
investigative strategies.

flying squad scotland yard: Scotland Yard's Flying Squad Dick Kirby, 2019-10-30 A history of
the famed London police unit, by a former member and author who “knows how to bring his coppers
to life on each page” (Joseph Wambaugh, New York Times-bestselling author of The Onion Field).
Since 1919, Scotland Yard'’s Flying Squad has been in the forefront of the war against crime. From
patrolling London’s streets in horse-drawn wagons, it has progressed to the use of the most
sophisticated surveillance and crime-fighting equipment. The Squad targeted protection gangs who
infested British racecourses and greyhound tracks, and later the highly effective Ghost Squad was
formed to tackle black-marketeering in the aftermath of the Second World War. As crime soared in
the 1950s and '60s the Flying Squad, or C8 Department as it was now known, became involved in
the most serious cases nationwide—The Great Train Robbery, the Brink’s-Mat robbery, The
Millennium Dome and Hatton Garden heists. Today the ruthless drug and people trafficking gangs
that seek rich pickings in London and elsewhere are in their sights. Despite many high-profile
successes, allegations of corruption have haunted the Flying Squad, and after the conviction of
officers in 2001 there was a very real possibility of disbhandment. Yet this most famous of police units
survived—and today continues to fight and be feared by the hardest of criminals. This book draws on
firsthand accounts to tell the Flying Squad’s thrilling story, and includes a foreword by John
O’Connor, a former commander. “A book that true crime aficionados will want to read.”
—Washington Times

flying squad scotland yard: The Sweeney Dick Kirby, 2011-07-12 The story of sixty years of
Scotland Yards top crime-busting department has been written over a twenty year period by a
former detective who spent over eight years with the Flying Squad The Sweeney.The meticulous
research by the author has uncovered files never before released by the Yard and he has amassed
the tales of bravery and top-notch investigations, carried out by the Squad officers of yesteryear.The
book commences with the dramatic account of the daring gold bullion and jewellery raid in 1948 by
a gang of well-organised criminals from the newly-opened Heathrow Airport. The Flying Squad were
lying in wait for them and what happened next, was described by a judge at the Old Bailey as, The
Battle of Heathrow.The Flying Squad was formed to stem the tide of lawlessness, following the First
World War; from humble beginnings using horse-drawn wagons, they swiftly progressed to
high-speed cars. Taking on the might of the Racetrack Gangs, armed robbers and smash & grab
raiders, the Squad was brought to the forefront of the publics attention.The war years, the secret
post-war Ghost Squad, the horse-doping scandals, the Great Train Robbery, the Bank of America



robbery, Supergrasses and corruption are recounted with its scrupulous attention to detail. The
book is filled with thrilling, amusing and always compelling anecdotes from the men who were there.
It was the Flying Squad who inspired the popular TV series. This book reveals what life was really
like in The Sweeney.

flying squad scotland yard: Crossing the Line of Duty Neil Root, 2019-04-23 The first book
to make use of police archives to tell the story of how rampant corruption led to the downfall of the
Met Police's infamous Flying Squad

flying squad scotland yard: Scotland Yard's Ghost Squad Dick Kirby, 2011-12-01 When the
Second World War ended, England was bombed-out and starving, with practically every saleable
commodity rationed. It was the age of austerity and criminal opportunity. Thieves broke into
warehouses, hijacked trucks and ransacked rail yards to feed the black market; others stole,
recycled or forged ration coupons. Scotland Yard was 6,000 men under strength but something
dramatic had to be done and it was.Four of the Yards best informed detectives were summoned to
form the Special Duties Squad and were told: Go out into the underworld. Gather your informants.
Do whatever is necessary to ensure that the gangs are smashed up. We will never ask you to divulge
your sources of information. But remember you must succeed.They did. Divisional Detective
Inspector Jack Capstick, a brilliant thief-taker and informant runner, Detective Inspector Henry
Clark, who knew the south London villains as few other detectives did and in addition, possessed a
punch like the kick of a mule, and Detective Sergeants Matt Brinnand and John Gosling, who topped
the Flying Squad wartime arrests, both individually and collectively. In under four years they
arrested 789 criminals, solved 1,506 cases and recovered stolen property valued at 250,000 or 10
million by todays standards, with the aid of their informants, undercover officers and their own,
unsurpassed ability.The Special Duties Squad was a one-off. How the four officers accomplished
their task is divulged in this thrilling book, using hitherto unseen official documents and
conversations from people who were there.

flying squad scotland yard: The Guv'nors Dick Kirby, 2011-02-23 The ten Scotland Yard
detectives, featured in The Guvnors, are unique. Such a group of intrepid crime-busters will never
exist again. They possessed only the most rudimentary education; none had a degree. Intuition and
knowledge of their manor counted for more than DNA and databases. They worked tirelessly in the
pursuit of criminals, used informants, worked on hunches and grabbed hold of investigations and
shook them until every piece of evidence was unearthed. Criminals trembled when these detectives
were after them because, once they were nicked, they stayed nicked.The Guvnors covers legends
such as Fred Wensley, who nailed strips of bicycle tyres to the soles of his boots when on the
look-out for Jack the Ripper. He later formed the Flying Squad and became chief constable of the
CID. Fred Sharpe would single-handedly confront forty of the worst racetrack gangsters and tell
them to clear off, anyone who refused would collect a punch on the jaw. Sharpe later became head
of the Flying Squad, as did Bob Fabian, who was awarded the Kings Police Medal for dismantling an
IRA bomb.Bert Wickstead, known as The Gangbuster, literally terrorised the gangs who attempted to
fill the void in Londons East End, after the demise of the Kray bothers.This is a book which will
delight those who want to know what life was like when The Guvnors and others like them were in
charge of law and order and the streets were far safer than they are today.

flying squad scotland yard: Bent Coppers Graeme McLagan, 2012-11-15 The inside story of a
secret unit that has worked under cover to expose corruption in the Metropolitan Police since the
early 1990s - written by Graeme McLagan, contributor to THE REAL LINE OF DUTY. 'If you want a
book that is genuinely 'unputdownable' read BENT COPPERS' Johnny Vaughan, THE SUN 'A very
engaging read - the outrageous nature of bent cops' behaviour guarantees that' SUNDAY
TELEGRAPH Shocked by the extent of corruption within its ranks, Scotland Yard set up a new
anti-corruption unit in the early 1990s. Its members had to operate in conditions of unprecedented
secrecy and they became known as the 'Ghost Squad'. Bent Coppers really did believe they were
untouchable: they stole cash and property, fitted-up innocent people and sold secret information to
cripple court cases. Many of the bent coppers are now in jail or awaiting trial but the battle against



corruption is not over. Only now can the story of the 'Ghost Squad' be revealed. Award-winning BBC
home affairs correspondent Graeme McLagan had followed the investigation since the beginning. He
has interviewed undercover officers and many of the bent coppers they have exposed. this is the
inside story of the 'Ghost Squad' and how it broke into the secret world of police corruption.

flying squad scotland yard: The Flying Squad Edgar Wallace, 2008-01-11 The creek flows
under a house inhabited by smuggler Li Yoseph. The neighbourhood suspects he is rich, and knows
he is mad. Mark McGill and the nervous Tiser arrive with Ann Perryman, sister of Ronnie. According
to Mark, Bradly of Scotland Yard is responsible for Ronnie's death. Then Li Yoseph disappears...

flying squad scotland yard: The Whaler of Scotland Yard Jock Murray, 2011-11-01 Jock
Murray looks back over an extraordinary and varied life in this entertaining autobiography. From
humble beginnings on a croft in the Outer Hebrides, at the age of fifteen he went on to work in the
Hydro tunnels on the mainland as the Hydro-Electric board embarked on some of the most ambitious
civil engineering projects of the century. By seventeen he had sailed several times round the world
and spent two years as a whaler in the Antarctic. And over a long career in the Metropolitan Police
he served on 6 Divisions as well as in specialised squads (regional crime squad, flying squad, stolen
car squad, central drug squad as well as several murder squads), which gave him an intimate and
unrivalled knowledge of the murkier aspects of London life. In 1977 he was involved in Operation
Ohio as the police dealt with a major and vicious spate of armed robbery in the Midlands and south
of England. Since returning to Lewis he has maintained a high profile, both for his charity work (he
has raised money for Leukaemia research and the Anthony Nolan Trust) as well as more
controversial things, such as serving alcohol in his pub on Sundays and campaigning for Sunday
flights and ferries. All this, and much more, is covered in this witty and amusing memoir which is
bound to appeal to Hebrideans both at home and abroad, as well those with an interest in true crime
and all readers who appreciate the story of those with a remarkable zest for life.

flying squad scotland yard: Dirty Dozen Lynda La Plante, 2019-08-20 The fifth book in the
Tennison series following Jane Tennison in the early years of her policing career. The fifth book in
the Sunday Times bestselling Jane Tennison series. April 1980 and Jane is the first female detective
to be posted to the Met's renowned Flying Squad, commonly known as the 'Sweeney'. Based at Rigg
Approach in East London, they investigate armed robberies on banks, cash in transit and other
business premises. Jane thinks her transfer is on merit and is surprised to discover she is actually
part of a short term internal experiment, intended to have a calming influence on a team that likes to
dub themselves as the 'Dirty Dozen'. The men on the squad don't think a woman is up to the dangers
they face when dealing with some of London's most ruthless armed criminals, who think the only
'‘good cop' is a dead cop. Determined to prove she's as good as the men, Jane discovers from a
reliable witness that a gang is going to carry out a massive robbery involving millions of pounds. But
she doesn't know who they are, or where and when they will strike . . .

flying squad scotland yard: The Fall of Scotland Yard Barry Cox, John Shirley, Martin Short,
1977

flying squad scotland yard: Scotland Yard's Cocaine Connection Andrew Jennings, Paul
Lashmar, Vyv Simson, 1991 This story of police corruption is based on six years of probing by three
award-winning journalists, and offers evidence of the betrayal, by one of its own officers, of Scotland
Yard's investigations into Britain's biggest-ever cocaine deal. The authors claim that gangster Roy
Garner, a former meat porter who became a multi-millionaire, avoided imprisonment for 20 years -
protected by Scotland Yard and ignored when he smuggled into the country cocaine valued at u100
million. The book alleges that his immunity from prosecution hinged on a partnership with Tony
Lundy, a detective who was allowed to retire when the investigators closed in.

flying squad scotland yard: The Great Train Robbery and the Metropolitan Police Flying
Squad Geoff Platt, 2015-03-31 The amazing true story of one of Great Britain’s most notorious heists
and the crack team that brought the perpetrators to justice. On August 8, 1963, a group of fifteen
men dressed in military uniforms stopped the Royal Mail train running between Glasgow and
London at Sears Crossing in Ledburn. The gang uncoupled the engine and first two cars, drove them




to a different location, and then disappeared with one hundred and twenty mailbags containing more
than £2.5 million in used banknotes. A number of books have already been published about
England’s infamous Great Train Robbery, but until now, little has been written about the intensive
police investigation and the intrepid team that hunted down the criminals responsible. In this
riveting true crime chronicle, author, journalist, and former police detective Geoff Platt explores the
execution and aftermath of the brazen criminal enterprise that British newspapers dubbed “the
Crime of the Century.” He introduces readers to members of the elite Flying Squad organized by
“the Old Grey Fox,” Det. Chief Superintendent Tommy Butler, and details step by step, the
organization and execution of the massive police inquiry, and exposes the mistakes that hindered the
robbers and the investigators alike. In addition, Platt compares the methods used more than fifty
years ago with contemporary crime fighting and forensic techniques to explore how the same
investigation would most likely be run today. A fascinating study of crime and detection, The Great
Train Robbery and the Metropolitan Police Flying Squad shines a brilliant new light on a legendary
act of audacious criminality.

flying squad scotland yard: Shut It! Pat Gilbert, 2010-10-25 The Sweeney broke the mould for
British cop shows. Until it was broadcast, they’d been rather stolid, sometimes quaint, dramas like
Dixon of Dock Green, Z-Cars and Softly, Softly about policemen - or even bobbies: not cops. They
were about upholding the law: not breaking it: about smart blue uniforms, not kipper ties and long
hair. They were about preventing or punishing violence - not about inflicting it with pleasure on
villains. Then, in 1975, The Sweeney burst onto commercial television. Based on the notoriously
corrupt activities of Scotland Yard'’s Flying Squad, it followed two dishevelled, uncouth detectives,
Regan and Carter, played by John Thaw and Dennis Waterman, who hurtled around unsalubrious
parts of London in a battered Ford Granada roughing up anyone who failed to spill the beans quickly
enough. Where Dixon of Dock Green would bid his viewers “Goodnight alll”, with a cheery salute,
this pair snarled “Shut it!” at toe-rags who spoke out of turn and “Put ‘em away, love” at gangsters’
molls whose boudoirs they’d burst in on. Philip Glenister’s Gene Hunt in Life on Mars is both parody
and homage. Now Pat Gilbert has written the book on this cult cop show, interviewing dozens of
people who made it happen, from screenwriters to stuntmen. It’s an essential companion to one of
the DVD box sets.

flying squad scotland yard: The Real Sweeney Dick Kirby, 2005 From his bruising initial
experience of giving evidence to the feat of securing Britain's first double-supergrass, Dick Kirby
re-tells, with a strong dose of humour, the trials and tribulations of a career fighting crime, in which,
of 40 commendations he received, over half were for the arrest of armed robbers. He plunges us
straight into the underworld, pulling no punches. His tales of how life in the force used to be are
sometimes shocking, sometimes blackly funny and always compelling.

flying squad scotland yard: Scotland Yard's Murder Squad Dick Kirby, 2020-07-30 In 1906
the Metropolitan Police Commissioner was asked by the Home Office to make available skilled
investigators for murder inquiries nationwide as few constabularies had sufficiently skilled - or
indeed, any - detectives. Thus was born the Reserve Squad, or Murder Squad, as it later became
known. Despite a reluctance by some forces to call upon The Met, the Murder Squad has proved its
effectiveness on countless occasions with its remit extended to British territories overseas. A
particularly sensitive case was the murder of a local superintendent on St Kitts and Nevis. A former
Scotland Yard detective, the author uses his contacts and experiences to get the inside track on a
gruesome collection of infamous cases. Child murderers, a Peer’s butler, a King’s housekeeper,
gangsters, jealous spouses and the notorious mass murderer Dr Bodkin Adams compete for space in
this spine-chilling and gripping book which is testament to the Murder Squad’s skills and ingenuity -
and the evil of the perpetrators. Brimming with gruesome killings, this highly readable book proves
that there is no substitute for old fashioned footwork and instinct.

flying squad scotland yard: Operation Countryman Dick Kirby, 2018-03-30 In the summer of
1978, rumors emerged from the underworld that huge sums of money had been paid to the City of
London Police to water-down evidence and arrange bail in cases of armed robbery. Then it was



suggested that Scotland Yards Flying Squad was also involved.The Home Secretary appointed the
Dorset Police to investigate but it became clear to the criminals upon whom they relied to provide
evidence that they were completely out of their depth. One line of inquiry after another became
hopelessly compromised.While the investigation was known officially as Operation COUNTRYMAN,
things were so bad that the team were variously nicknamed The Swedey and Malice in
Blunderland.Despite a four year inquiry costing 4,000,000, eight Metropolitan police officers were
acquitted and just two City of London officers were imprisoned. Operation COUNTRYMAN had little
to do with that success; the convictions resulted from the fearlessness of a City of London
policeman.The Author, a former Metropolitan police officer has used his knowledge and contacts to
lift the lid on the shambolic COUNTRYMAN inquiry. He pulls no punches.

flying squad scotland yard: The Last Job: "The Bad Grandpas" and the Hatton Garden Heist
Dan Bilefsky, 2019-04-23 “[Bilefsky] is a brisk, enthusiastic storyteller.... [A] meticulously
researched procedural.” —Laura Lippman, New York Times Over Easter weekend 2015, a motley
crew of six aging English thieves couldn’t resist coming out of retirement for one last career-topping
heist. Though not the smoothest of blokes, these analog crooks in a digital age managed to disable
the Hatton Garden Safe Deposit’s high-security alarm system and drill through twenty inches of
reinforced concrete, walking away with a stunning haul of at least $21 million in jewels, gold,
diamonds, family heirlooms, and cash. Dan Bilefsky draws on unrivaled access to the leading officers
on the case at Scotland Yard, as well as notorious figures from London’s shadowy underworld, to
offer a gripping account of how these unassuming masterminds nearly pulled off one of the greatest
heists of the century.

flying squad scotland yard: 999 CSI Larry Henderson, 2017-05-12 Machine guns,
safe-blowers, sadomasochists, pythons and flesh-eating viruses, all in a day's work for Scenes of
Crime Officer (SOCO) Larry Henderson who, in 999 CSI provides an unforgettable insight into a life
dedicated to forensics. Larry, whose career with London's Metropolitan Police started in 1971, a
time when police officers were more than a little sceptical of science, soon proved his worth and
attended every kind of crime scene, from terrorism to rape and from blackmail to murder - before he
became the head of the Flying Squad's forensic team during the busiest and most dangerous period
of the legendary outfit's existence. Soon, Larry was caught up in shoot-outs, pavement ambushes,
record-breaking drug deals and tiger kidnappings, confronting some of the UK's most terrifying
villains along the way. Larry's groundbreaking work features some of the UK's most notorious
crimes - a key piece of forensic evidence from one of Larry's murder cases is displayed at Scotland
Yard's infamous Crime Museum. At turns breathtaking, fascinating, hilarious and tragic, 999 CSI
opens up a truly astonishing world that most people never get to see, a world filled with cruelty,
matched only by the courage of those who work tirelessly for justice.

flying squad scotland yard: The Brighton Police Scandal Dick Kirby, 2021-12-30 “A welcome,
detailed account of the background to the prosecution of Brighton police officers around 1957 and
their Chief Constable.” —History by the Yard In the late 1950s the reputation of Brighton as a
popular seaside resort took a sinister and notorious turn. After a series of drunken disturbances,
suspicions were raised that the owner of the Astor Club, which became known globally as “The
Bucket of Blood,” was bribing members of the town’s CID to ignore licensing hours. The situation
escalated to the point where Scotland Yard'’s Flying Squad was called in. Their investigation soon
revealed that these bribes were the tip of a police corruption iceberg. Criminality among crooked
cops had been going on for years. Provided money was paid, charges were dropped, previous
convictions overlooked and evidence disappeared. Others were “fitted up” unless they paid up.
Police were party to burglaries, assisting in the “fencing” of stolen property and protection
payments from bookmakers, clubs and bars. During the scandal filled trial of the Chief Constable
and CID ringleaders there was perjury, violent witness intimidation with one having his premises
burnt to the ground. All this and more is described in this meticulously researched account of one of
Britain’s most publicized police corruption scandals written with insider knowledge. “Another
excellent book from an established writer on the history of police and crime . . . He does not pull any



punches in considering what is good and not good policing.” —The Law Society Gazette

flying squad scotland yard: Murder Mile Lynda La Plante, 2018-09-04 Prime Suspect meets
Ashes to Ashes as we see Jane Tennison starting out on her police career . The fourth in the
bestselling Jane Tennison thrillers, MURDER MILE is set at the height of the "'Winter of Discontent'.
Can Jane Tennison uncover a serial killer? February, 1979, 'The Winter of Discontent'. Economic
chaos has led to widespread strikes across Britain. Jane Tennison, now a Detective Sergeant, has
been posted to Peckham Criminal Investigation Department, one of London's toughest areas. As the
rubbish on the streets begins to pile up, so does the murder count: two bodies in as many days.
There are no suspects and the manner of death is different in each case. The only link between the
two victims is the location of the bodies, found within a short distance of each other near Rye Lane
in Peckham. Three days later another murder occurs in the same area. Press headlines scream that a
serial killer is loose on 'Murder Mile' and that police incompetence is hampering the investigation.
Jane is under immense pressure to catch the killer before they strike again. Working long hours with
little sleep, what she uncovers leaves her doubting her own mind.

flying squad scotland yard: The Wrong Man Dick Kirby, 2016-02-03 David Ralph Martin was
a cross-dressing criminal who carried out a string of sophisticated offences in the 1970s and '80s. A
prolific burglar, car thief, fraudster and gunman, he possessed a deep loathing of anyone in
authority. In addition, he was a master of disguise and a veritable Houdini when it came to escaping
from prison. After shooting a policeman during a botched burglary, he escaped from court on
Christmas Eve, 1982. When police believed him to be in a yellow Mini in the Earls Court area with
his girlfriend, they opened fire, only to discover they had shot an entirely innocent man - a
26-year-old film editor named Steven Waldorf.The investigation became a cause célebre at the time,
and was subsequently taken over by Scotland Yard’s Flying Squad, of which the author was a
member. One of the biggest manhunts in the history of the Metropolitan Police ensued, before
Martin was finally arrested after dramatically fleeing down the tracks between two Underground
stations. Author Dick Kirby reveals for the first time the inside story of the hunt for ‘the most
dangerous man in London’, whose eventual arrest brought to an end one of the most contentious
investigations in Met history.

flying squad scotland yard: Flying Squad George Frost, 1948

flying squad scotland yard: The Scourge of Soho Dick Kirby, 2013-11-27 The Scourge of Soho
describes the dramatic and eventful life of Detective Sergeant Harry Challenor MM and at the same
time lifts the lid on front-line policing and the murky world of Soho criminals in the 1950s and
1960s.??Born into grinding poverty in 1922, Challenor fought with the Special Air Service during the
Second World War, being parachuted behind enemy lines, captured twice, escaping twice. He was
awarded the Military Medal.??Joining the post-war Metropolitan Police, challenor spent four years
with the elite Flying Squad, before being sent to clear up crime in Soho. Pimps, racketeers and
crooks were rounded-up and often found themselves in possession of a bewildering assortment of
armaments of which they denied all knowledge. More sensible gangsters, like Reg and Ron Kray,
took off as soon as his name was mentioned.??Challenor could not be frightened or bought-off, so the
gang leaders put up a £1,000 reward to anyone who could frame him. In the end, it was not needed.
During a political demonstration in 1963, half-bricks were planted on innocent protesters and three
young policemen were imprisoned and Challenor certified as a paranoid schizophrenic and sent to a
succession of psychiatric hospitals and care homes. Policeman-turned-author, Dick Kirby has
interviewed former friends and colleagues of this determined but flawed character and has
meticulously studied court records and official documents. The result is a sensational and gripping
account of the man who became The Scourge of Soho.??As featured in the East Anglian Daily Times,
Bury Mercury and Wolverhampton Magazine.

flying squad scotland yard: From the Flying Squad to Investigating War Crimes Ron
Turnbull, 2020-06-30 For over ten years he was first detective on the scene when a murder was
committed in south London. In the confusion and horror of the crime scene he identified the forensic
clues that would later be needed to convict the killer in the calm and measured atmosphere of the




Old Bailey; calling out the necessary experts from pathologists to ballistics specialists; protecting the
scene against contamination. One slip and a case would crumble; one moment of inspiration and the
Yard would have its man. He was the natural choice when the UN were looking for an experienced
detective to create a trail of evidence linking the mass graves of Bosnia to the people who ordered
the worst war crimes seen in Europe since the Second World War. From the Flying Squad to
Investigating War Crimes tells of the rise of forensic evidence against the true story backdrop of a
detective who has spent a career at the front line in the war against murder - the ultimate crime. It
traces the development of forensic science and techniques from the days of the fingerprint to the
battery of tests now available to homicide investigators. It is told in the no nonsense style of a
pioneer cop who has seen the worst that human beings can do to each other.

flying squad scotland yard: The London Blitz Murders Max Allan Collins, 2012 By day, she's
Mrs. Mallowan, hospital pharmacist. By night, she's Agatha Christie, queen of crime. Doing her part
for the war effort, Agatha dispenses medicine in shell- shocked London. But the world's most
renowned mystery writer is troubled. Compared to the horrors of World War II, her detective novels
seem trivial and quaint. When a Jack the Ripper-style murderer strikes, Agatha lobbies her friend,
forensics expert Sir Bernard Spilsbury, to take her to the crime scenes. But the killings are far more
gruesome than any that her fictional detectives have ever solved. Can a crime writer also be a crime
fighter? Joining forces with London's top investigators, Agatha risks her life to stop the monstrous
serial killer. With this ripped-from-the-headlines mystery, author Max Allan Collins presents a
blood-stained valentine to the most celebrated author of detective fiction.

flying squad scotland yard: Crime Scene Investigator Paul Millen, 2013-02-07 Crime Scene
Investigtor offers a unique insight into the work and thinking of a major expert in the captivating
field of forensic science. Semi-autobiographical, it charts the development of one individual and the
science of crime scene investigation, with real life stories, the horror and the humour, human
endeavour at its very best and worst. It tells the stories of real cases and real people. The book is
punctuated by chapters explaining the thought processes and practise behind the science during its
recent development.

flying squad scotland yard: Dome Raiders Jon Shatford, William Doyle, 2005-09-01 THE
PRESS CALLED IT 'THE HEIST OF THE MILLENNIUM' AND 'A PLOT WORTHY OF JAMES BOND'.
In 2000, a gang of villains from the South East of England hatched an audacious plan to steal the
world's largest perfect diamond from the Millenium Dome in broad daylight and make their getaway
by speedboat. The gang had figured out an ingenious way to breach the diamond vault but the
execution was reliant on timing, brute force and a JCB digger. Had they succeeded, it would have
made the spoils of the Great Train Robbery and Brinks Mat look like loose change. They came within
a whisker of unimaginable wealth, but it was snatched from under them by one of the most daring
police operations ever. Here is the thrilling and dramatic full story of the robbery - as told by the
detective who foiled their plans. Experience the electrifying attacks, the jaw-dropping guile of the
villains, the nerves needed for the stakeout and the final, nail-biting confrontation inside the Dome.

flying squad scotland yard: The Mammoth Book of Gangs James Morton, 2012-04-19 A fresh,
new look at gangs in every part of the world which deliberately avoids the stories that have been
done to death - about Capone, Dillinger, Bonnie and Clyde - and focuses on less well-known gangs
such as 'Ma' Barker's Boys; the Smaldones of Denver; Scotland Yard's 1960s' Flying Squad, the
so-called Firm within a Firm; Dr Death, the Melbourne drug dealer and Andre Stander, the former
South African police officer who led a gang of bank robbers before being shot dead in Fort
Lauderdale having fled a 17-year sentence.

flying squad scotland yard: Deep End Sam Hutton, 2003 Your life can change in a second.
Maddie Cooper's did. She and her parents were gunned down in the street. Maddie's mother was
killed, her father left in a wheelchair. Searching for a new role in life, Maddie signs up as a trainee
in her father's notorious flying squad.

flying squad scotland yard: Scotland Yard's Murder Squad Dick Kirby, 2020-07-30 Get a
behind-the-scenes look at fourteen historic cases from the Murder Squad of Scotland Yard in this



collection perfect for true crime fans. In 1906 the Metropolitan Police Commissioner was asked by
the Home Office to make available skilled investigators for murder inquiries nationwide as few
constabularies had sufficiently skilled—or indeed, any—detectives. Thus was born the Reserve
Squad, or Murder Squad, as it later became known. Despite a reluctance by some forces to call upon
The Met, the Murder Squad has proved its effectiveness on countless occasions with its remit
extended to British territories overseas. A particularly sensitive case was the murder of a local
superintendent on St. Kitts and Nevis. A former Scotland Yard detective, the author uses his
contacts and experiences to get the inside track on a gruesome collection of infamous cases. Child
murderers, a Peer’s butler, a King’s housekeeper, gangsters, jealous spouses and the notorious mass
murderer Dr. Bodkin Adams compete for space in this spine-chilling and gripping book which is
testament to the Murder Squad’s skills and ingenuity—and the evil of the perpetrators. Brimming
with gruesome killings, this highly readable book proves that there is no substitute for old fashioned
footwork and instinct.

flying squad scotland yard: London's Gangs at War Dick Kirby, 2017-06-30 “Murder, torture
and extortion all feature prominently as Mr. Kirby investigates some of the most famous incidents of
the post-war era.” —Daily Mail Online The 1950s and 1960s saw a changing of the guard in London’s
gangland. A new and even more ruthless breed of criminal emerged to replace the aging generation
of the likes of Sabini, Mullins and Hayes. Protection rackets on bookies, club owners and shops were
commonplace. Prostitution and drugs offered rich pickings. Police corruption was all too
commonplace. Thanks to media interest the names of Charlie Richardson, Mad Frankie Fraser,
Scarface Smithson and the Nichols became as widely known as they were feared. And then there
were the Kray Twins, whose notoriety and brutality became watchwords. But as this insider book
reveals they did not have it all their own way. For a thrilling and shocking story London’s Gangs at
War is in a class of its own. What makes it so chilling is that the murders, torture and mayhem
actually happened. “Ex-cop Dick Kirby has now laid bare the Krays’ empire.” —Daily Star Online
“This is a riveting book and Dick has done his usual amazing research.” —London Police Pensioner
“Dick Kirby pulls no punches as he looks in depth at some of the most infamous names from the
criminal underworld.” —Media Drum World “Another excellent book in the impressive list of titles by
Dick Kirby.” —History by the Yard “Some of this is familiar to us from TV programmes such as
Foyle’s War and Dads’ Army—but Dick Kirby’s terrific book breaks new ground in identifying and
recounting what actually happened during those troubled times.” —Books Monthly “Dick Kirby pulls
no punches as he looks in depth at some of the most infamous names from the criminal underworld.”
—Media Drum World “Another excellent book in the impressive list of titles by Dick Kirby.” —History
by the Yard “Some of this is familiar to us from TV programmes such as Foyle’s War and Dads’
Army—Dbut Dick Kirby’s terrific book breaks new ground in identifying and recounting what actually
happened during those troubled times.” —Books Monthly

flying squad scotland yard: Britain's Underworld Billy Hill, Justin Hill, 2012-11-01 Billy Hill
writes about an extraordinary life of crime and punishment and his rise to the top of Britain's
gangland. This book details Billy's sensational heists in the 1950s, for which no one was ever
convicted. It's an entertaining read, giving the reader insight into what made Billy tick.

flying squad scotland yard: Scotland Yard’s Casebook of Serious Crime Dick Kirby,
2021-06-23 Real-life stories of cops vs. criminals from a veteran of the Metropolitan Police and
author praised for his “engaging style” (Joseph Wambaugh, #1 New York Times-bestselling author
of Harbor Nocturne). Dick Kirby, former long-serving Met officer and bestselling author, recounts
the policing of the twentieth century, when uniformed officers were visibly part of the community,
patrolling their beats and protecting the public’s property. Detectives detected, cultivating
informants and, like their uniform counterparts, knowing the characters on their manor. What'’s
more, they were backed by their senior officers, who had on-the-job experience. Drawing on both
celebrated and lesser known cases, Kirby describes in plain speak crime-fighting against merciless
gangsters, desperate gunmen, inept kidnappers, vicious robbers, daring burglars, and ruthless
blackmailers. Using his firsthand knowledge, he highlights the often-unconventional methods used




to frustrate and outwit hardened criminals—and the satisfaction gained from successful operations.
Praise for Dick Kirby’s previous books “A gritty series of episodes from his time in the Met—laced
with black humor and humanity.” —East Anglian Daily Times “A great read with fascinating stories
and amusing anecdotes.” —Suffolk Norfolk Life Magazine

flying squad scotland yard: Macavity Thomas Stearns Eliot, 2014 Macavity is the world's
most mischievous cat and a master criminal.

flying squad scotland yard: The Great Train Robbery and the Metropolitan Police Flying
Squad Geoff Platt, 2015-03-31 The Squad that investigated The Great Train Robbery. The Old Grey
Fox or One Day Tommy (Detective Chief Superintendent Tommy Butler) selected six of the best
officers on the elite Metropolitan Police Flying Squad to investigate the Crime of the Century, but
whilst many books have been written by and about every criminal arrested for this crime, NONE
have been written about the detectives who traced and tracked them. Tommy Butler delayed his
retirement to complete the job, but died a few months after he retired at 57 years of age, the only
detective of his rank in the late 1950s and 1960s not to publish an autobiography.??This book
provides a detailed account of the men tasked with tracking down the most notorious thieves in
British history. It examines the investigation in detail and asks how it would contrast with the
methods used today should a similar incident take place.??Geoff Platt examines what happened to
these men after the investigation was closed and the effect it had on both their personal and
professional lives.

flying squad scotland yard: Untouchables Michael Gillard, Laurie Elizabeth Flynn, 2012-04-09
With Scotland Yard in the dock, now more than ever the public needs to know why the police cannot
be trusted to investigate their own corruption. Untouchables, a five year investigation which the
Yard tried to stop, provides the essential context to the phone hacking and other scandals currently
engulfing Britain's most powerful police force. Republished after seven years, it was the first book to
question the cosy relationship between the Yard and sections of the media, to explain why cops are
incapable of investigating themselves and to expose the lack of independence in the new police
watchdog. From the 1983 Brinks Matt robbery, through the murders of Daniel Morgan, David
Norris, Stephen Lawrence, Jill Dando and Damilola Taylor to the shooting of Jean Charles de
Menezes, Untouchables reveals the cover ups, double standards and miscarriages of justice during
the Yard's phoney war on corruption. Sunday Times journalist Michael Gillard and TV producer
Laurie Flynn expose how the discredited use of supergrasses in the war on corruption has
re-emerged in the new wars on terror and crime, with the same disastrous effects: prosecution
misconduct, collapsed trials, huge bills for the taxpayer, victims left without justice and the guilty
walking free.

flying squad scotland yard: Scotland Yard's Gangbuster Dick Kirby, 2018-11-30 In the late
1960s the Richardson Torture Gang and the Kray Twins were removed from the London scene by
ACC Gerry McArthur and DS Nipper Read respectively.Predictably it was not long before the
vacuum this left was being filled. With McArthur retired and Read moved on, who was to sort out the
new gangland threat.Step forward Detective Chief Superintendent Bert Wickstead. Having cut his
teeth on young desperadoes and neo-Nazis in North London and solved Londons biggest post war
bank robbery, Wickstead was well qualified to head up the Yards Serious Crime Squad.First to fall
were the Dixon brothers, followed by the Tibbs family. As his fame spread he took on the West End
Maltese Syndicate specialising in prostitution and extortion. When he broke up the Norma Levy call
ring, two cabinet peers had to resign.Inevitably Wicksteads career was dogged by unproved
allegations of malpractice but, as this riveting insider account conclusively proves, he more than
earned his sobriquet The Gangbuster.

flying squad scotland yard: Murder Files from Scotland Yard and the Black Museum R.
Michael Gordon, 2018-07-11 From the files of Scotland Yard's Black Museum (open only to police
officers) come true crime stories of some of the most infamous murder cases of the 19th and 20th
centuries--the Lambeth Poisoner, baby farmer Amelia Elizabeth Dyer, the Gentleman Vampire of
Bournemouth, the Brides in the Bath Murders, the Rillington Place murders and many others. Along




the way, investigators pass a number of crime-solving milestones, included the first use of
fingerprint technology, the early use of photography and the first time The Yard enlisted the press to
help hunt down a killer.

flying squad scotland yard: The Best Murders Are British Jim Daems, 2020-08-26 A staple
of television since the early years of the BBC, British crime drama first crossed the Atlantic on public
broadcasting stations and specialty cable channels, and later through streaming services. Often
engaging with domestic anxieties about the government's power (or lack thereof), and with larger
issues of social justice like gender equality, racism, and homophobia, it has constantly evolved to
reflect social and cultural changes while adapting U.S. and Nordic noir influences in a way that
retains its characteristically British elements. This collection examines the continuing appeal of
British crime drama from The Sweeney through Sherlock, Marcella, and Happy Valley. Individual
essays focus on male melodrama, nostalgia, definitions of community, gender and LGBTQ
representation, and neoliberalism. The persistence of the English murder, as each chapter of this
collection reveals, points to the complexity of British crime drama's engagement with social,
political, and cultural issues. It is precisely the mix of British stereotypes, coupled with a willingness
to engage with broader global social and political issues, that makes British crime drama such a
successful cultural export.

flying squad scotland yard: Investigation of the Assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr United
States. Congress. House. Select Committee on Assassinations, 1979
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