history of michigan state quarterbacks

history of michigan state quarterbacks is a fascinating journey through decades of football
tradition, innovation, and remarkable athletic talent. Michigan State University’s football program has
produced a long line of quarterbacks whose legacies stretch from the early days of college football to
the modern era of the Big Ten Conference. This article takes an in-depth look at the evolution of
Michigan State quarterbacks, highlighting the impact they have had on the program’s success,
memorable seasons, and their influence beyond college football. Readers will discover legendary
names, statistical milestones, coaching philosophies, and the development of quarterback play in East
Lansing. From All-Americans to NFL stars, the story of Michigan State quarterbacks is rich with
triumphs and turning points. Dive into the comprehensive history, and gain a deeper appreciation for
these pivotal figures who have shaped Spartan football. This article is your essential resource for
understanding the legacy and ongoing story of Michigan State’s quarterbacks.
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Early Beginnings: The Foundation of Michigan State
Quarterbacks

The history of Michigan State quarterbacks dates back to the program’s founding years in the late
19th and early 20th centuries. During this period, Michigan State College (later Michigan State
University) was building its football identity. The quarterback position was vastly different from today,
often emphasizing leadership, grit, and versatility over pure passing ability. Early Spartan
guarterbacks were responsible for directing the offense in a run-heavy era, setting the groundwork for
future innovations in play-calling and strategy. Despite limited passing statistics, these athletes were
instrumental in establishing a competitive spirit and tradition that would define Michigan State
football for generations.



The Golden Era: 1950s to 1970s Quarterback Legends

The 1950s through the 1970s represented a golden era for Michigan State quarterbacks. Under
coaches like Clarence "Biggie" Munn and Duffy Daugherty, the Spartans rose to national prominence.
Quarterbacks played a pivotal role in leading the team to national championships and Big Ten titles.
This period saw the emergence of signal-callers who excelled both as passers and leaders on and off
the field, contributing to several historic seasons.

Notable Quarterbacks of the Era

e Tom Yewcic: A dual-threat quarterback from the early 1950s, Yewcic was known for his
athleticism and leadership, guiding the Spartans to significant victories.

¢ Jimmy Raye: As one of the first Black starting quarterbacks in Big Ten history, Raye broke
barriers and led the Spartans to a share of the national title in 1966.

e Bill Triplett: Instrumental in the 1960s, Triplett showcased versatility and poise under pressure,
helping to solidify Michigan State’s reputation as a powerhouse.

Key Achievements During the Golden Era

e Multiple Big Ten Championships
e National titles in 1952 and 1965 (co-champion in 1966)

e Introduction of more sophisticated passing schemes

Modernization and Transition: 1980s to 1990s

The 1980s and 1990s marked a period of transformation in the history of Michigan State
quarterbacks. As college football offenses evolved, the Spartans began to rely more heavily on the
passing game. Quarterbacks in this era were expected to adapt to a more balanced offensive attack,
combining traditional running plays with advanced aerial strategies. This period produced memorable
leaders who helped maintain Michigan State’s competitiveness in the Big Ten Conference.

Quarterbacks Who Defined the Era

e Dave Yarema: A standout in the mid-1980s, Yarema set multiple school passing records and



guided the Spartans to bowl appearances.

* Bobby McAllister: Remembered for orchestrating the upset against Michigan in 1987 and
leading the team to a Big Ten title and Rose Bowl victory in 1988.

e Jim Miller: A reliable and efficient passer, Miller’s strong arm helped him transition to a
successful career in the NFL after graduating in the early 1990s.

2000s and the Rise of NFL-Caliber Talent

The turn of the millennium signaled the emergence of Michigan State as a breeding ground for NFL-
caliber quarterbacks. With changes in coaching philosophy and offensive schemes, the Spartans
produced several talented quarterbacks who would go on to make their mark at the professional
level. This era is characterized by increased passing efficiency, dynamic playmaking, and a renewed
focus on quarterback development.

Prominent Quarterbacks from the 2000s

* Jeff Smoker: Known for his resilience and record-setting performances, Smoker revitalized the
Spartans’ passing attack in the early 2000s.

e Drew Stanton: A dual-threat quarterback with impressive athleticism, Stanton earned All-Big
Ten honors and later played for several NFL teams.

e Brian Hoyer: A model of consistency, Hoyer’s leadership and accuracy laid the foundation for a
lengthy NFL career.

The Mark Dantonio Era and Quarterback Development

From 2007 to 2019, the Mark Dantonio era was pivotal for the history of Michigan State quarterbacks.
Under Dantonio, the Spartans prioritized quarterback efficiency, game management, and toughness.
The program enjoyed unprecedented success, including Big Ten championships and College Football
Playoff appearances. Quarterbacks during this era were known for their poise under pressure and
ability to execute in critical moments.

Kirk Cousins and the New Standard

Kirk Cousins became the face of Michigan State’s quarterback success, setting school records and
leading the Spartans to multiple bowl victories. His leadership and accuracy made him a role model



for future quarterbacks and propelled him to a prolific NFL career.

Connor Cook and Championship Runs

Connor Cook followed in Cousins’ footsteps, guiding Michigan State to two Big Ten titles and the 2015
College Football Playoff. Cook’s command of the offense and clutch performances solidified the
Spartans as perennial contenders.

Recent Standouts and the Future of Michigan State
Quarterbacks

The past few seasons have seen a new generation of quarterbacks take the reins for Michigan State.
Emerging talents have brought fresh energy and adaptability, poised to uphold and expand the
program’s storied legacy. The continued focus on recruiting and developing versatile quarterbacks
suggests a promising future for the Spartans.

Recent Quarterbacks Making an Impact

e Brian Lewerke: Known for his athleticism and resilience, Lewerke set records for total offense
and provided stability during a transitional period.

e Peyton Thorne: Demonstrated promise with key victories and dynamic passing performances in
recent seasons.

e Up-and-Coming Prospects: The coaching staff continues to recruit and develop talented signal-
callers, ensuring the program’s competitiveness in a rapidly evolving college football landscape.

Notable Achievements and Statistical Leaders

Michigan State quarterbacks have achieved numerous milestones throughout the program’s history.
From setting single-season passing records to earning All-Big Ten and All-American honors, these
players have left an indelible mark on Spartan football. Statistical leaders are celebrated for their
consistency, leadership, and ability to perform in high-pressure situations.

All-Time Passing Leaders

e Kirk Cousins: Holds the record for most passing yards and touchdowns in school history.



e Connor Cook: Known for his winning percentage and clutch performances in championship
games.

e Drew Stanton: Remains among the top for career total offense and rushing touchdowns by a
quarterback.

Impact on College Football and the NFL

The influence of Michigan State quarterbacks extends beyond the college gridiron. Many former
Spartans have enjoyed successful careers in the National Football League, becoming starters,
mentors, and even Super Bowl champions. Their impact is felt through leadership, work ethic, and a
commitment to excellence that reflects the values instilled at Michigan State.

Quarterbacks in the NFL

e Kirk Cousins: Multiple Pro Bowl appearances and one of the NFL's most consistent passers.
e Brian Hoyer: Trusted backup and spot starter for several NFL franchises.

e Drew Stanton: Reliable veteran presence and contributor on multiple playoff teams.

Legacy in College Football

Michigan State quarterbacks have helped shape the evolution of the position in the Big Ten and
across college football. Their adaptability, innovation, and leadership have cemented the Spartans as
a program renowned for developing high-caliber quarterbacks who make a difference at every level of
the game.

Questions and Answers: history of michigan state
quarterbacks

Q: Who is considered the greatest quarterback in Michigan
State history?

A: Kirk Cousins is often regarded as the greatest quarterback in Michigan State history due to his
school records, leadership, multiple bowl victories, and successful NFL career.



Q: Which Michigan State quarterback led the team to the
College Football Playoff?

A: Connor Cook led Michigan State to the College Football Playoff in the 2015 season after securing
the Big Ten Championship.

Q: How many Michigan State quarterbacks have played in the
NFL?

A: Several Michigan State quarterbacks have played in the NFL, including notable names like Kirk
Cousins, Drew Stanton, Brian Hoyer, and Jim Miller.

Q: Who was the first Black starting quarterback at Michigan
State?

A: Jimmy Raye was one of the first Black starting quarterbacks in Big Ten history and played a pivotal
role for Michigan State in the 1960s.

Q: What are some of the major achievements of Michigan
State quarterbacks?

A: Major achievements include national championships, multiple Big Ten titles, setting school passing
records, and producing several NFL quarterbacks.

Q: How has the quarterback position at Michigan State
evolved over time?

A: The quarterback position at Michigan State has evolved from run-heavy, leadership-focused roles in
the early years to dynamic, pass-oriented playmakers in the modern era.

Q: Which quarterback holds the record for most passing yards
at Michigan State?

A: Kirk Cousins holds the Michigan State record for most career passing yards.

Q: What impact have Michigan State quarterbacks had on the
NFL?

A: Michigan State quarterbacks have made significant contributions to the NFL, with several enjoying
lengthy and successful careers as starters and backups.



Q: Who are some recent standout Michigan State
quarterbacks?

A: Recent standouts include Brian Lewerke and Peyton Thorne, both known for their athleticism and
leadership in recent seasons.

Q: What future prospects are there for Michigan State
quarterbacks?

A: The future looks promising, with ongoing recruitment and development of talented quarterbacks
who are expected to continue the program’s strong tradition at the position.
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The History of Michigan State Quarterbacks: A Legacy
of Grit and Glory

Introduction:

For decades, Michigan State University football has thrilled fans with its powerful running game and
tenacious defense. But behind every successful Spartan offense stands a capable quarterback, the
field general orchestrating the team's attack. This comprehensive deep dive explores the rich history
of Michigan State quarterbacks, examining their contributions, highlighting key players, and
charting the evolution of the position within the program. We'll travel from the early days of the
program to the modern era, uncovering the stories and legacies that define the quarterback position
in Spartan history. Get ready for a journey through time, filled with thrilling plays, memorable
moments, and the unwavering spirit of Michigan State football.

The Early Years: Establishing a Foundation (Pre-1950s)

The early years of Michigan State football weren't always defined by high-powered offenses.
Quarterbacks in this era were often tasked with managing the game, focusing on ball control and
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minimizing turnovers. While precise statistics are scarce from this period, the names of these early
pioneers are etched into MSU football lore. They laid the groundwork for future generations of
Spartan signal-callers, establishing a tradition of toughness and resilience that continues to this day.
While individual standout performances are difficult to pinpoint due to limited historical data, their
collective contribution forms the bedrock of the program's quarterback legacy.

Challenges and Adaptations:

The early game lacked the sophisticated passing attacks we see today. These quarterbacks faced
different challenges, often relying on a more run-heavy approach. Their success was measured by
their ability to lead the team effectively within the constraints of the era's offensive schemes.

The Rise of the Passing Game: The 1950s and Beyond

The 1950s marked a significant shift in the game, with the passing game becoming increasingly
important. This era saw the emergence of quarterbacks who could both manage the game and throw
the ball effectively. While pinpointing specific players from this period requires detailed archival
research, the evolution of the offensive strategy laid the foundation for the explosive offenses of later
decades.

The Impact of Coaching Changes:

Coaching changes often played a vital role in shaping the offensive philosophy and the role of the
quarterback. Different coaches brought varying schemes and expectations, influencing how
quarterbacks were recruited, trained, and deployed on the field.

The Modern Era: Stars and Standouts (1960s-Present)

The latter half of the 20th century and the beginning of the 21st have produced some of the most
memorable quarterbacks in Michigan State history. This period witnessed a significant increase in
the importance of passing accuracy, arm strength, and overall athleticism.

Notable Quarterbacks and their Impact:



Several quarterbacks rose to prominence during this time. While a comprehensive list would be
extensive, certain names consistently appear in discussions of MSU's best. Their individual
contributions - both on and off the field - helped solidify the program's reputation and continue to
inspire current players. Analyzing their statistics, game performances, and leadership styles reveals
valuable insights into the evolution of the position. (Further research into individual player profiles
would greatly enhance this section.)

#### The Era of [Insert Notable Quarterback Names and Brief Accomplishments]:

This section would delve deeper into the careers of individual quarterbacks, offering insights into
their playing styles, memorable games, and their overall impact on the program. (This requires
specific research on individual players.)

The Future of Michigan State Quarterbacks

The future of Michigan State quarterbacks is bright. The program continues to recruit talented
players, emphasizing not only arm strength and accuracy but also leadership qualities, decision-
making under pressure, and the ability to adapt to evolving offensive schemes. The ongoing
evolution of college football will undoubtedly present new challenges and opportunities for future
Spartan quarterbacks.

Adapting to Modern Football:

The modern game demands quarterbacks who are versatile, athletic, and capable of making quick
decisions. The success of future generations will depend on their ability to master these skills and
adapt to the ever-changing landscape of college football.

Conclusion

The history of Michigan State quarterbacks is a rich tapestry woven with threads of grit,
determination, and unwavering dedication. From the early pioneers who laid the foundation to the
modern-day stars who continue to elevate the program, each quarterback has contributed to the
legacy of Spartan football. Understanding this history allows us to appreciate the present and
anticipate the future success of this vital position.



FAQs

1. Who is considered the greatest Michigan State quarterback of all time? This is a subjective
question with no single definitive answer. It depends on the criteria used (e.g., total yards, winning
percentage, impact on the team). Many candidates could be considered based on their
accomplishments and impact on the program.

2. How has the role of the Michigan State quarterback evolved over time? The role has shifted from
primarily a game manager in the early years to a more dynamic playmaker capable of both running
and throwing the ball effectively.

3. What are some of the biggest challenges facing modern Michigan State quarterbacks? Staying
healthy, adapting to ever-changing defensive schemes, maintaining consistent accuracy and
decision-making under pressure, and effectively leading the team.

4. How important is recruiting in maintaining a strong lineage of Michigan State quarterbacks?
Recruiting is crucial for maintaining a consistent pipeline of talented quarterbacks. The ability to
attract top-tier prospects is vital for continued success.

5. What are some of the most memorable games played by Michigan State quarterbacks?
Researching specific games throughout history, noting pivotal moments and performances by the
quarterbacks, would be needed to answer this fully. A list of memorable games would vary based on
individual preferences and historical significance.

history of michigan state quarterbacks: Game Changer Kirk Cousins, 2013-06-25 “This game
means a lot to me, and by the grace of God, I'll never lose sight of the privilege it is to play it.” —Kirk
Cousins Kirk’s book is a reflection of who he is—not just a football player, but someone who is
committed to making those around him better in every walk of life. —Mike Shanahan, head coach,
Washington Redskins In 2011, the NFF selected 16 college football players as National Scholar
Athletes, one of the highest honors a college football player can receive ... Kirk was one of these
distinguished 16, which says everything you need to know about him. —Archie Manning, chairman,
National Football Foundation and College Hall of Fame Kirk Cousins is a lot more than an
outstanding quarterback. He walks the talk. Few people I've met can inspire like he does. —Jon
Gruden, ESPN announcer and former head coach, Tampa Bay Buccaneers In a world with far too
many bad examples, Kirk is a bright light of hope, inspiration, and leadership for a new generation.
—Bill Huizenga, United States Congressman, Michigan What's it really like for a person of strong
character to live in the spotlight of pressure and fame? Sit down with Kirk Cousins, record-setting
Michigan State quarterback and 2012 draft pick of the NFL’s Washington Redskins. In Game
Changer, Cousins gives readers an inside look at his life—as experienced under the bright lights
ofcollege and professional football—and how he put his faith and values into action, both on and off
the field. Featuring: Personal stories and struggles of a competitive Christian athlete Truthful
discussion of media hype and modern sports culture Reflections on honesty, humility, hard work,
privilege, and responsibility Life principles for winning choices on and off the field

history of michigan state quarterbacks: The Road to Ohio State Doug Lesmerises, Ryan Day,
2021-09-14 Back to the start and behind the scenes on the Buckeyes recruiting trail The Ohio State
University boasts one of the nation's most storied football programs, and the recruiting acumen of
coaches like Jim Tressel and Urban Meyer plays a major role in that. The Road to Ohio State is a wild
ride into the competitive world of college football recruiting, revealing how some of the most



memorable Buckeyes players found their way to Columbus. Doug Lesmerises takes fans back to the
start and behind the scenes, showing that the path to the Shoe is not always a straight and narrow
one.

history of michigan state quarterbacks: 100 Things Michigan State Fans Should Know
& Do Before They Die Michael Emmerich, 2016-10-15 100 Things Michigan State Fans Should
Know & Do Before They Die is the ultimate resource guide for true fans of Michigan State football
and men's basketball. Whether a die-hard booster from the days of Jumpin' Johnny Green or a new
supporter of football coach Mark Dantonio, fans will value these essential pieces of Michigan State
football and basketball knowledge and trivia, as well as all the must-do activities, that have been
ranked from 1 to 100, providing an entertaining and easy-to-follow checklist for Spartan supporters
to progress on their way to fan superstardom. It is now updated to include the Michigan State's
recent successes.

history of michigan state quarterbacks: Return to Glory Alan Grant, 2009-02-28 In this
work filled with behind-the-scenes drama, Grant tells the dramatic story of Tyrone Willingham's
inaugural season as Notre Dame's first African-American coach.

history of michigan state quarterbacks: The QB Bruce Feldman, 2015-11-03 With
unparalleled access to the recruits, coaches, and gurus shaping football’s future, Bruce Feldman has
written a modern-day tale about the making of the next superstars in the game’s most important
position: the quarterback. In the world of modern football, with NFL teams worth more than a billion
dollars, no position defines a franchise like the quarterback. The QB is the story of a year in the
making of those star players, and of the most significant year in QB development in sport’s history...
with the meteoric rise of various quarterback gurus finally coming to light. George Whitfield,
profiled in the New Yorker and called the “Quarterback Whisperer,” gets a regular spot on ESPN’s
College GameDay, Trent Dilfer, former Super Bowl quarterback, starts his own gb business, Steve
Clarkson, another gb maker, gets profiled on 60 minutes, among many others. It is also the year
510" Russell Wilson wins the Super Bowl and for the first time in over 60 years a sub-6-foot QB,
Johnny Manziel, gets drafted in the first round, forcing NFL power brokers to re-examine how they
look at the position—and the game. To tell the story of all that goes on to create the perfect
quarterback, bestselling author Bruce Feldman gained unique access to Johnny Football (that's
Johnny Manziel), George Whitfield and many other players in what has become a specialized and
high-stakes business. In the past decade the boom of the private quarterback-coach business, with
its pageant-world-for-boys vibe, has changed the position and the game. The QB tells the story of the
interlocking paths of the most fascinating characters involved in this secretive world, examining how
advanced analysis has taken root in football. Manziel’s portrait is the most intimate look at him yet,
detailing all his talents and antics. His guru is a man who has come to be known for making
QBs--George Whitfield, unparalleled in the business. And then there is Trent Dilfer, the quarterback
who never could get to the superstar level, despite winning the Super Bowl. He is the Salieri to
Manziel's Mozart. There is the computer/brain analysis company trying to quantify how playmakers
think, the biomechanics expert who saved Drew Brees’s career, and many more fascinating
behind-the-scenes looks into this world. Never before has the game so relied on the development of
the quarterback. In The QB, the stories of these men illustrate how high the stakes of the
quarterback’s game really are, taking readers on a compelling journey into the heart of America's
beloved game.

history of michigan state quarterbacks: The Michigan Alumnus, 1960 In v.1-8 the final
number consists of the Commencement annual.

history of michigan state quarterbacks: Michigan State Football Steve Grinczel,
2004-01-06 Michigan State University's football history is overflowing with famous, interesting, and
colorful figures. From Gideon Charlie Smith, who in 1913 became one of the nation's first black
collegiate players, to George Webster, the Greatest Spartan of All Time, to Morton Andersen, who
still holds the Big Ten record for longest field goal-they are all Spartans. Earl Morrall, Bubba Smith,
Lorenzo White... the list goes on. Added to this list of tremendous players are legendary coaches like



the Biggie Munn and Duffy Dougherty. And who could forget the famous 10-10 tie with Notre Dame
in 1966 or the Rose Bowl victory over Southern Cal in 19877 Spartan tradition is more than the
coaches and players on the field, however, and Michigan State Football: They Are Spartans offers
many rare images and long-forgotten anecdotes about how the program became a player on the
national stage. The early days as a farm college team, the development into a football power as an
independent, the successful struggle to join the Big Ten conference, and of course, the historic
rivalry with a certain team from Ann Arbor are all recounted in the pages of this book.

history of michigan state quarterbacks: History of the NFL First 100 Year's You Sure
Started Somethin' R.D. Griffith, 2021-12-16 Are you searching for a book about American Football
that has it all? R. D. Griffith will take you on a comprehensive drive through the history and
highlights of American Football, its salient details, from its inception at the turn of the century to its
centralized embodiment now in the modern era, the NFL. He will share with you the challenges the
game faced through the Great Depression and two World Wars, including the spicy anecdotes of the
people comprising the great game of American Football throughout the years.

history of michigan state quarterbacks: Official Collegiate Football Record Book
National Collegiate Athletic Association, 1967

history of michigan state quarterbacks: Quarterback John Feinstein, 2018-11-13 A major
new book from #1 New York Times bestseller and sports-writing legend John Feinstein,
QUARTERBACK dives deep into the most coveted and hallowed position in the NFL - exploring the
stories of five top quarterbacks and taking readers inside their unique experiences of playing the
position and holding the keys to their multi-billion-dollar teams. In the mighty National Football
League, one player becomes the face of a franchise, one player receives all the accolades and all the
blame, and one player's hand will guide the rise or fall of an entire team's season - and the dreams of
millions of fans. There are thirty-two starting quarterbacks in the NFL on any given Sunday, and
their lives are built around pressure, stardom, and incredible talent. Legendary bestselling
sportswriter John Feinstein, in his most insightful book yet, shows readers what it's really like to
play the glory position and to live that life - mapping out a journey that runs from college stardom to
the NFL draft to taking command of the huddle and marching a team down the field with a nation of
fans cheering. Feinstein builds his profile around five NFL starting quarterbacks - Alex Smith,
Andrew Luck, Joe Flacco, Ryan Fitzpatrick and Doug Williams. With incredible inside access, we get
the full quarterback experience...being drafted #1 overall, pushing through grueling injuries,
winning Super Bowls, being named a starter on multiple teams, being the first African American QB
to lead a franchise to a title. Feinstein shows us exactly what it's like in the locker room, huddle,
heat of battle, and press conferences, through spectacular moments and embarrassing defeats. He
explores the controversies of a league embroiled in questions of substance abuse and racism, TV
revenue, corporate greed, and the value placed on player health. And in the end, Feinstein addresses
the ways in which each quarterback - some just a year out of college -- is handed the keys to a
franchise worth billions of dollars, and how each team's fortunes ride directly on the shoulders of its
QB. This is Feinstein's most fascinating behind-the-scenes book.

history of michigan state quarterbacks: NFL Head Coaches John Maxymuk, 2012-08-07 The
466 men who have held the increasingly demanding and prestigious position of Head Coach in the
National Football League and the two leagues that merged into it (the All America Football
Conference of the 1940s and the American Football League of the 1960s) form an exclusive club.
This book essentially answers three questions about every professional head coach since 1920: Who
was he? What were his coaching approach and style, in terms of both leadership and gridiron
tactics? How successful was he? Every entry begins with standard background information, followed
by each coach's yearly regular season and postseason coaching record, and then his statistical
tendencies toward scoring, defense and play calling. The entry then addresses the three questions
noted above.

history of michigan state quarterbacks: The USA TODAY College Football Encyclopedia
2008-2009 Bob Boyles, Paul Guido, 2008-08-04 The result of 15 years of exhaustive research, this



work is the definitive statistical and factual reference for everything related to college football in the
past 50 years.

history of michigan state quarterbacks: The USA TODAY College Football Encyclopedia
2009-2010 Bob Boyles, Paul Guido, 2009-08 The most comprehensive resource on college football
ever published.

history of michigan state quarterbacks: Michigan vs. Everybody Angelique Chengelis, Jake
Butt, 2024-10-08 The definitive chronicle of the Michigan Wolverines' 2023 championship season In
Michigan vs. Everybody, The Detroit News' Angelique Chengelis expertly retraces an unforgettable
championship season. Featuring in-depth reporting and an unforgettable cast of characters
including Jim Harbaugh, J.J. McCarthy, Roman Wilson, and Junior Colson, this is the story of how the
Wolverines rallied together amid adversity, silenced their critics, and returned championship glory
to Ann Arbor.

history of michigan state quarterbacks: Strong Arm Tactics John Maxymuk, 2016-04-05
Signal caller, gunslinger, field general--the quarterback goes by many lofty nicknames. It's arguably
the toughest, most high-pressure position to play among all sports. The quarterback touches the ball
on every offensive snap, is responsible for reading the defense, adjusting the play, and executing
complex schemes that require tremendous physical and mental prowess. He is expected to be the
undisputed team leader, whether he's an established veteran or an untested rookie. If he succeeds,
he's the most likely player on the field to be canonized by fans and broadcasters. If he fails, he'll be
vilified in the press and his home field fans will start cheering for the backup. This book traces the
interesting history of the professional quarterback, from the early years when the quarterback was a
blocker (and the appellations quarterback, halfback, and fullback were literal and geographically
correct) to the modern-day player who must be the eyes, ears, brains, and, of course, the accurate,
strong arm of the offense. The narrative history in Section I is rich with statistical analysis. The
author employs realistic metrics for statistical comparison across multiple eras, and includes all-time
rankings as well as specific rankings among different styles of quarterbacks. Section II compares
quarterbacks within their respective eras, putting their accomplishments in context with those of
their contemporaries. Section III breaks down the quarterback position, team-by-team, for current
NFL franchises. Appendices provide detailed passing records; additional statistics on everything
from relative passer ratings to fourth quarter comebacks; and listings of first round draft picks,
trades involving quarterbacks, awards, and uniform numbers.

history of michigan state quarterbacks: Who's #1? Christopher J. Walsh, 2007-09-27 There’s
nothing quite as controversial in American sports as college football’s national championship,
making it common fodder for talk around the water cooler as well as loftier debates among
professional journalists in the sports pages. Walsh takes a comprehensive view of over a century of
controversy, breaking teams down into one of three categories: perennial powers, contenders, and
former greats. He then reviews the ten most controversial championships, suggests candidates for
the best overall football program, and concludes with some thoughts on the future of the BCS. A
comprehensive appendix lists national champions since 1869; AP and USA Today/UPI final polls;
final BCS standings; first-team All-Americans; and College Football Hall of Fame inductees.

history of michigan state quarterbacks: Penn State Bowl Games Tommy A. Phillips,
2021-06-11 With play-by-play coverage of every Nittany Lion bowl game, this book chronicles Penn
State football's vibrant history all the way back to the 1923 Rose Bowl. The team broke the color
barrier at the Cotton Bowl in 1948, finished undefeated after back-to-back Orange Bowl victories in
1969 and 1970, and reigned over the college football world with national championships in the 1983
Sugar Bowl and 1987 Fiesta Bowl.

history of michigan state quarterbacks: The First 100 African Americans to Play in the
National Football League Jerome Watkins, 2023-06-26 Veterans Day, Sunday, November 11, 2001,
eighty-one years after the gathering of the founding members of the National Football League in
Canton, Ohio, I walked onto the historic Soldier Field in Chicago, Illinois, as a member of the
officiating chain crew to work the football game between the Chicago Bears and the Green Bay



Packers, which is the oldest rivalry in the NFL.

history of michigan state quarterbacks: Atkinson's Evening Post and Philadelphia Saturday
News , 1957-09

history of michigan state quarterbacks: One Night, Two Teams Steven Travers, 2007-08-20
In the sweltering heat of September of 1970 on Legion Field, the USC Trojans and the University of
Alabama's Crimson Tide played a game that defined the emancipation of the South from its sordid
history of racial segregation. When USC's black running backSam The Bam Cunningham ran
roughshod all over the all-white Crimson Tide, more than a football game was won. Based on
interviews with many of the game's participants and thoroughly researched this book presents
sports as a metaphor for one of the mostprofound social changes in history.

history of michigan state quarterbacks: Hawkeye Legends, Lists, & Lore Mike Finn, Chad
Leistikow, 1998 In this book, Hawkeye Legends, Lists and Lore, lowa's grand athletic history is
chronicled in its most complete form ever and its athletes and teams of yesteryear are brought back
to life. This book also lists the great and not-so-great moments in lowa athletic history in the 'Charts'
features. These sections provide a handy factual resource to demonstrate Hawkeye individuals and
teams that rank in the school's history. Hawkeye Legends, Lists and Lore is a must for anyone who is
loyal to the Black and Gold and is the perfect gift for your favourite Hawkeye fan.

history of michigan state quarterbacks: RG3 Dave Sheinin, 2013-08-06 He’s been called
many things—Heisman Trophy winner, MVP, the savior of the Washington Redskins—but to his
millions of fans, Robert Griffin III is known simply as RG3. Robert Griffin III was a preternaturally
gifted athlete from a young age, but in those early days he played nearly every sport except football.
He seemed pointed toward stardom, but would it be in basketball or maybe in track, where he
qualified for the 2008 U.S. Olympic Trials as a hurdler? As for playing football, Griffin first had to
overcome his mother’s objections to the violence and danger by making a “Pinkie Promise” with her
that no one would catch him. Eventually, he began to realize that all of his remarkable
talents—unrivaled speed, pinpoint accuracy, exceptional intelligence, single-minded
drive—combined into a potent force that few quarterbacks could rival. What followed seemed almost
destined: a football scholarship to Baylor University, three exceptional seasons capped by winning
the Heisman Trophy, and the 2012 draft—where Griffin, as the second overall pick, became the
franchise quarterback for one of the oldest and most storied football teams in the country. In RG3:
The Promise, award-winning Washington Post reporter Dave Sheinin provides an in-depth,
behind-the-scenes account of Griffin’s phenomenal rookie year—and offers a unique and intimate
look inside the transformation one of the NFL'’s brightest young stars.

history of michigan state quarterbacks: Blue Ribbon Football Yearbook Chris Dortch,
2005

history of michigan state quarterbacks: On the Clock: Pittsburgh Steelers Jim Wexell,
2022-11-01 An insider history of the Pittsburgh Steelers at the NFL draft. A singular, transcendent
talent can change the fortunes of a football team instantly. Each year, NFL teams approach the draft
with this knowledge, hoping that luck will be on their side and that their extensive scouting and
analysis will pay off. In On the Clock: Pittsburgh Steelers, Jim Wexell explores the fascinating,
rollercoaster history of the Steelers at the draft, from Terry Bradshaw through Troy Polamalu and
beyond. Readers will go behind the scenes with top decision-makers as they evaluate, deliberate,
and ultimately make the picks they hope will tip the fate of their franchise toward success. From
seemingly surefire first-rounders to surprising late selections, this is a must-read for Steelers faithful
and NFL fans eager for a glimpse at how teams are built.

history of michigan state quarterbacks: Black in the Pocket Tom Cole, 2024-07-15
Dedicated to all the African American Quarterbacks that persevered and struggled in the 1960’s,
1970’s and 1980’s to create a level and fairer playing field that exists today in Pro Football for Black
Quarterbacks. So, a ten-year-old Black youngster in his backyard throwing a football through a tire
hanging from a tree limb can not only dream of being a Pro Quarterback but can do it. The struggle
was real.




history of michigan state quarterbacks: Ebony, 1966-12 EBONY is the flagship magazine of
Johnson Publishing. Founded in 1945 by John H. Johnson, it still maintains the highest global
circulation of any African American-focused magazine.

history of michigan state quarterbacks: The Official 2003 NFL Record and Fact Book
National Football League, 2003-06-03 The bible for passionate, knowledgeable pro football fans, The
Official NFL 2003 Record & Fact Book is the only record book authorized by the NFL and
distributed to media around the world as a press guide from league headquarters. And the
revamped, almanac-size format works-with the right size and the right shape. This all-in-one
resource of vital statistics, information, trivia, and more contains all essential information, including:
all-time NFL individual and team records; a complete listing of 2002 team and individual statistics;
top individual rushing, passing, receiving, and quarterback sack performances of 2002; 2003 NFL
draft summary; game-by-game summaries of the 2002 season; official records for postseason games,
Super Bowl, and Pro Bowl; active and career coaching records; active statistical leaders going into
the 2003 season; all-time team-versus-team results; a listing of outstanding individual performances;
a digest of NFL rules; and a special Inside the Numbers statistical highlights section, from road
records for the past decade to highest NFL postseason passer ratings.

history of michigan state quarterbacks: From Vick-Tim to Vick-Tory Ms Kenneth N.
Robinson, 2013-08 Far beyond detailing NFL star Michael Vick's conviction for dog fighting, his
prison sentence, and comeback, Kenneth N. Robinson raises important issues concerning the way
race and deviance are treated in America. His book offers a critical analysis of the broader sports
culture of the NFL and its dominant alliance, including the media, corporate sponsors, and the
politics of the state. The book examines differential treatment by race and how this pertains to Vick,
when compared to high-profile whites in the NFL (i.e., Ben Roethlisberger and Bill Belichick). In
addition, the harmful impacts of negative labeling show the detrimental effects of Vick being
typecast as the face of animal cruelty. Not only did the strong social reaction have a deleterious
effect on Vick's criminal case, but following the police raid of his home in Smithfield, Virginia, on
April 25, 2007, the number of African-Americans arrested for dog fighting increased
disproportionately by race from the five years prior. This makes them the only group to see a
percent increase in their arrests and convictions in the five years that preceded and followed the
April 25th raid of Vick's property. This data raises serious questions of selective enforcement by
race. Overall, the strength of this work lies in Robinson's unique analysis of Michael Vick's fall and
rise. [ don't think I have ever described an academic work as creative, but each section of this book
is just that - innovative, original, and inspired. I say this because of the specific comparisons that
Robinson utilizes (i.e., dog fighting to bestiality; Vick's treatment to Roethlisberger's; the NFL to
China), which have never previously been discussed so thoroughly and sophisticatedly, but are
undeniable in proving the point that racial discrimination is alive and well in America. - Adrienne N.
Milner, Ph.D., University of Alabama at Birmingham (About the Author) Kenneth N. Robinson, M.S.,
is an adjunct professor of sociology at his alma mater, Buffalo State, in Buffalo, New York.
Publisher's website: http: //sbprabooks.com/KennethNRobinson

history of michigan state quarterbacks: African Americans and Popular Culture Todd Boyd,
2008-10-30 The African American influence on popular culture is among the most sweeping and
lasting this country has seen. Despite a history of institutionalized racism, black artists, entertainers,
and entrepreneurs have had enormous impact on American popular culture. Pioneers such as Oscar
Michaeux, Paul Robeson, Satchel Paige, Josh Gibson, Langston Hughes, Bill Bojangles Robinson, and
Bessie Smith paved the way for Jackie Robinson, Nina Simone, James Baldwin, Bill Russell,
Muhammad Ali, Sidney Poitier, and Bill Cosby, who in turn opened the door for Spike Lee, Dave
Chappelle, Dr. Dre, Jay-Z, Tiger Woods, and Michael Jordan. Today, hip hop is the most powerful
element of youth culture; white teenagers outnumber blacks as purchasers of rap music;
black-themed movies are regularly successful at the box office, and black writers have been
anthologized and canonized right alongside white ones. Though there are still many more miles to
travel and much to overcome, this three-volume set considers the multifaceted influence of African



Americans on popular culture, and sheds new light on the ways in which African American culture
has come to be a fundamental and lasting part of America itself. To articulate the momentous impact
African American popular culture has had upon the fabric of American society, these three volumes
provide analyses from academics and experts across the country. They provide the most reliable,
accurate, up-to-date, and comprehensive treatment of key topics, works, and themes in African
American popular culture for a new generation of readers. The scope of the project is vast,
including: popular historical movements like the Harlem Renaissance; the legacy of African
American comedy; African Americans and the Olympics; African Americans and rock 'n roll; more
contemporary articulations such as hip hop culture and black urban cinema; and much more. One
goal of the project is to recuperate histories that have been perhaps forgotten or obscured to
mainstream audiences and to demonstrate how African Americans are not only integral to American
culture, but how they have always been purveyors of popular culture.

history of michigan state quarterbacks: Tales from Michigan Stadium Jim Brandstatter,
2002 Welcome to Tales from Michigan Stadium--Volume II. Wolverine broadcaster Jim Brandstatter
takes you back to one of the greatest college football venues in the nation for his second book about
the memories this great stadium holds. Brandstatter takes a little different approach this time
around, as he follows some of the great names in Michigan football history on the road. While
Michigan Stadium is the launching pad, the entire country is the destination. From the legendary
names of Yost and Kipke, to the modern day wonders such as Carr and Braylon Edwards, this volume
of tales takes you into the locker room and into the huddle for the untold stories of Michigan
football. The tales Brandstatter tells never appeared in the newspapers. They are the stories the
actual participants tell when they gather for reunions. From the incredible efforts of the marching
band, to the incredible efforts of some tailgaters, every aspect of the Michigan football experience is
explored in Volume II. Grab a chair; sit down next to Bo, or Mo, or Rod or Steve, or Tai. Eavesdrop a
little at the table of your choice. It's a reunion of some of Michigan's best, and you have been invited.
The opportunity to get the inside story on your favorite play or player is just inside. Take your time,
relax, and enjoy Tales from Michigan Stadium--Volume II.

history of michigan state quarterbacks: Black Sports , 1976

history of michigan state quarterbacks: The Chicago Tribune Book of the Chicago
Bears Chicago Tribune Staff, 2015-09-21 In Chicago, the Bears grip on the city spans generations
and cultures, endures disappointments, and celebrates triumphs great and small. From the team’s
humble beginnings to its status as a marquee NFL franchise, the Chicago Tribune has documented
every season. The Chicago Tribune Book of the Chicago Bears is an impressive testament to Bears
tradition, compiling photography, original box scores, and entertaining essays from Hall of Fame
reporters. The Chicago Tribune Book of the Chicago Bears is a decade-by-decade look at the Chicago
Bears, beginning with George Halas moving the team to Chicago in 1921. The Bears soon became
known as the Monsters of the Midway, dominating the sport with four NFL titles in the 1940s, seven
winning campaigns in the 1950s, and a final title with Halas as coach in 1963. Their 1985 Super
Bowl championship transformed the city's passion into a full-blown love affair that continues today.
Professional football was practically born in Chicago, nurtured by Halas through the Depression and
a world war. The game was made for Chicago, in Chicago, by a Chicagoan. Now the award-winning
journalists, photographers, and editors of the Chicago Tribune have produced a comprehensive
collector’s item that every Bears fan will love.

history of michigan state quarterbacks: Distant Memories Danny Jones, 2008-04-22 The 26
men featured in this book have one thing in common: They were all great football players. These
legends were the superstars of the NFL and AFL during the glorious 60s and the fun-loving 70s.
However, only 2 of these legends are in the Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio. These stars revolutionized
the game of Pro Football with their brilliant performances and were Pro Footballs biggest gate
attractions. As the years go by, and the 60s and 70s have become a distant memory, these
outstanding football players and mavericks have been unappreciated and forgotten. These heroes
and legends of the fall contributed to the success of the NFL and made Pro Football the most




popular and exciting sport in America. Distant Memories- The NFLs Best Ever Players of the 60s and
70s focuses on Pro Footballs forgotten stars and legendary heroes from the glorious past. Its about
pioneers and great players from yesteryear. I have always wanted to write a book like this. Since I
was a former amateur football player and have the knowledge and resources about football, I
thought I would be the right person to write this book and do it with class and style. I have watched
every football player in this book play every week and have seen all of the weekly highlight shows. I
have followed their entire careers and I have seen every touchdown they scored. I watched all NFL
and AFL games on TV in the 60s and 70s. In 1970, when the AFL and NFL merged to become one
league, I watched every game on TV during the 70s.I can remember my golden Sunday mornings
and early afternoons when I played football during the 70s. I always hurried home from my games so
I could watch the NFL on TV. You can ask my wonderful mother. She knew where I was every
Sunday afternoon during the football season when I was young. [ would like the players in this book
to finally receive the recognition they deserve for their outstanding accomplishments. Danny Jones
http://www.starsofthenfl.com/index.html

history of michigan state quarterbacks: 100 Things Wisconsin Fans Should Know & Do
Before They Die Jesse Temple, Barry Alvarez, 2016-09-01 With traditions, records, and team lore,
this lively book explores the personalities, events, and facts every Badgers fan should know. This
guide to all things Badgers covers football and basketball (and even a little hockey), including the
Barry Alvarez years, Camp Randall Stadium and the tradition of Jump Around, and the Bo Ryan era.
Jesse Temple has collected every essential piece of Badgers knowledge and trivia, including the
1941 NCAA Championship and 1994 Rose Bowl victory, as well as must-do activities, providing an
entertaining and easy-to-follow checklist for fans of all ages.

history of michigan state quarterbacks: Year Book of Sports Medicine 2011 Roy ]
Shephard, 2011-08-01 Year Book of Sports Medicine 2011

history of michigan state quarterbacks: Greatest Moments in lowa Hawkeyes Football
History The Cedar Rapids Gazette,, 2014-05-01 Culled from the sports pages of the Gazette, this
collection brings together the best players and coaches and most exhilarating moments in lowa
football lore into one complete masterpiece. This stunning pictorial is a fascinating account of the
triumphs of Hawkeye football, from the early part of the 20th century through the present day. From
their 1958 national championship and their thrilling victory over the second ranked Michigan
Wolverines in 1985 to the miracle finish over LSU in the 2005 Capital One Bowl, this keepsake is an
ideal resource for any Hawkeye fan. Filled with full-color photos throughout, Greatest Moments in
Iowa Hawkeyes Football History gives readers vivid visuals to help share all of the greatest moments
of the most important games and the pageantry that makes up the Hawkeyes’ historic past.

history of michigan state quarterbacks: Michigan State University Alumni Association
Magazine Michigan State University. Alumni Association, 1965

history of michigan state quarterbacks: Greatest Moments in Lsu Football History ,
2002 This epic tale recounts the 40 greatest games in LSU's legendary history with amazing game
stories and photos. Also included are feature stories reliving the battles of Alabama, Notre Dame,
Florida State, and Texas; the passing duels with Archie Manning; Billy Cannon and more!

history of michigan state quarterbacks: Raye of Light Tom Shanahan, 2014 When
African-American Quarterback Jimmy Raye enrolled at Michigan State University in 1964, he was
much more than a student athlete: he was part of a groundbreaking movement that changed college
football forever. The Michigan State team with a progressive head coach, a pioneer black
quarterback, and the first fully integrated roster in college football is the subject of this engrossing
new book by award-winning author Tom Shanahan.Michigan State was a world away from Raye's
hometown of Fayetteville, N.C. -- both in miles and culture. In his junior season in 1966, Raye was
Michigan State's first black starting quarterback and the first black quarterback from the South to
win a national title. The story of Raye's journey, as well as those of his Spartan teammates and coach
Duffy Daugherty, is told in Raye of Light: the first book to fully explain Duffy Daugherty's
Underground Railroad and its impact on college football.




history of michigan state quarterbacks: The Columbia Guide to African American History
Since 1939 Robert L. Harris, Rosalyn Terborg-Penn, 2006 A multifaceted approach to understanding
the central developments in African American history since 1939. It combines a historical overview
of key personalities and movements with essays on specific facets of the African American
experience, a chronology of events, and a guide to further study. From publisher description.
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