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history of western philosophy traces the intellectual journey of human thought in the Western world,

shaping societies, cultures, and scientific advancements for over two millennia. From the probing

inquiries of ancient Greek philosophers to the rigorous logic of medieval scholars, and the

revolutionary ideas of the Enlightenment to contemporary debates, Western philosophy reflects the

evolution of ideas that define knowledge, ethics, and reality. This article provides a comprehensive

overview of the most influential periods and figures in the history of western philosophy, exploring

foundational concepts, schools of thought, and the enduring legacy of philosophical inquiry. Readers

will discover how philosophy evolved in response to historical challenges, the major contributions of

key philosophers, and the interconnectedness of philosophical movements. Whether you are a student,

enthusiast, or researcher, this guide offers valuable insights into the progression and significance of

Western philosophical traditions.
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Ancient Beginnings of Western Philosophy

Western philosophy originated in ancient Greece during the 6th century BCE, marking a shift from

mythological explanations of the world to rational inquiry and critical thinking. Early philosophers,

known as Pre-Socratics, sought to understand the nature of reality, substance, and change without

relying on tradition or religion. Figures such as Thales, Anaximander, and Heraclitus posed

fundamental questions about the universe, matter, and the origins of life. These pioneering thinkers

laid the groundwork for systematic philosophical investigation, establishing the importance of logic,

observation, and reasoning in the pursuit of knowledge. The early period of Western philosophy set the

stage for the development of key concepts such as metaphysics, epistemology, and ethics, influencing

generations of philosophers to come.

Key Pre-Socratic Philosophers

Thales: Regarded as the first Western philosopher, Thales proposed that water is the

fundamental substance of all things.

Anaximander: Introduced the concept of the "apeiron," or infinite, as the origin of all matter.

Heraclitus: Famous for his doctrine of flux, stating that everything is in constant change.

Parmenides: Argued for the permanence of being and the illusory nature of change.

Classical Greek Philosophy: Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle

The classical era of Greek philosophy is defined by the monumental contributions of Socrates, Plato,



and Aristotle. Socrates revolutionized philosophical inquiry with his method of dialectical questioning,

emphasizing ethical reasoning and the pursuit of virtue. Plato, his student, founded the Academy and

articulated theories of justice, reality, and the ideal forms. Aristotle, in turn, systematized logic, biology,

ethics, and political theory, establishing foundational categories of thought that influenced science and

philosophy for centuries. The classical period witnessed the birth of concepts such as the soul, the

nature of knowledge, and the structure of society, marking a golden age in the history of western

philosophy.

Socrates and the Socratic Method

Socrates is celebrated for his commitment to critical dialogue and the examination of moral beliefs. His

method involved asking probing questions to expose contradictions and clarify concepts, fostering

intellectual humility and self-awareness. Socrates' legacy endures in modern education and

philosophical discourse, emphasizing the importance of questioning and reason.

Plato's Theory of Forms

Plato developed the theory of Forms, positing that true reality consists of abstract, perfect entities that

exist beyond the physical world. He explored themes of justice, knowledge, and the ideal state in

works such as "The Republic." Plato's Academy became a model for future institutions of higher

learning, and his ideas shaped metaphysics and political philosophy.

Aristotle's Systematic Philosophy

Aristotle's contributions cover logic, ethics, politics, physics, and metaphysics. He introduced the

concept of empirical observation and developed categories for organizing knowledge. His

"Nicomachean Ethics" outlined the virtue-based approach to morality, while his "Politics" analyzed

forms of government and the role of citizens. Aristotle's influence extends to modern science, logic,

and philosophy.



Hellenistic and Roman Philosophy

After the classical Greek period, Western philosophy evolved through Hellenistic schools and Roman

thinkers. Philosophers responded to changing social conditions by developing practical systems for

living and understanding the world. Schools such as Stoicism, Epicureanism, and Skepticism provided

ethical guidance, focusing on personal tranquility, virtue, and rationality. Roman philosophers like

Seneca, Epictetus, and Marcus Aurelius integrated Greek ideas with Roman values, promoting

practical wisdom and moral resilience in the face of adversity.

Stoicism

Stoicism emphasized self-control, rationality, and acceptance of fate. Stoic philosophers taught that

happiness arises from aligning with nature and cultivating inner virtue, regardless of external

circumstances. Their teachings became influential in Roman society and continue to inspire modern

approaches to emotional resilience and ethical living.

Epicureanism

Epicureanism, founded by Epicurus, centered on the pursuit of pleasure and the avoidance of pain

through moderation and intellectual reflection. Epicureans believed that friendship, simple living, and

freedom from fear were keys to a happy life. This school contributed to debates about happiness,

ethics, and the nature of the soul.

Skepticism

Skepticism advocated suspending judgment in the absence of certainty, promoting intellectual humility

and critical inquiry. Skeptics questioned the possibility of absolute knowledge and influenced later

philosophical developments in epistemology and science.



Medieval Western Philosophy and Scholasticism

The medieval period of Western philosophy, spanning roughly from the 5th to the 15th centuries, was

characterized by the synthesis of classical philosophy with Christian theology. Medieval philosophers

sought to reconcile faith and reason, exploring metaphysical questions about God, existence, and

morality. Scholasticism emerged as a systematic approach to philosophical and theological inquiry,

dominated by figures such as Thomas Aquinas, Anselm of Canterbury, and William of Ockham. The

era contributed to the development of logic, ethics, and natural law, shaping the intellectual

foundations of Western Europe.

Scholastic Method

Scholasticism utilized rigorous dialectical reasoning to analyze and resolve philosophical and

theological disputes. Scholars employed logic, debate, and systematic classification to address

questions about divine attributes, free will, and the nature of reality. The method fostered intellectual

rigor and contributed to the rise of universities in medieval Europe.

Major Medieval Philosophers

Thomas Aquinas: Integrated Aristotelian philosophy with Christian doctrine, formulating influential

arguments for the existence of God.

Anselm of Canterbury: Developed the ontological argument for God’s existence and explored the

relationship between faith and reason.

William of Ockham: Advocated nominalism and formulated "Ockham's Razor," a principle

favoring simplicity in explanation.



Renaissance and Early Modern Philosophy

The Renaissance revived classical learning and expanded the scope of philosophical inquiry beyond

religious concerns. Humanism, emphasizing the dignity and potential of individuals, flourished during

this period. Early modern philosophers revolutionized epistemology, metaphysics, and politics,

responding to scientific discoveries and social changes. Descartes, Spinoza, Hobbes, and Locke

introduced new methods of inquiry, laying the foundation for modern science and secular philosophy.

This era marked a shift towards rationalism, empiricism, and individual rights.

Rationalism

Rationalist philosophers, such as René Descartes and Baruch Spinoza, argued that reason is the

primary source of knowledge. Descartes' method of doubt and his famous assertion "I think, therefore I

am" challenged traditional beliefs and established the importance of clear and distinct ideas.

Empiricism

Empiricism, championed by John Locke, stressed the role of sensory experience in the formation of

knowledge. Locke's theories of mind and government influenced the development of constitutional

democracy and the scientific method.

Enlightenment and Modern Philosophy

The Enlightenment was a transformative era in the history of western philosophy, emphasizing reason,

individual liberty, and progress. Philosophers such as Immanuel Kant, David Hume, Voltaire, and Jean-

Jacques Rousseau addressed questions of morality, politics, and knowledge. Kant’s critical philosophy

synthesized rationalism and empiricism, establishing principles for understanding human cognition and

ethics. Enlightenment thinkers advocated for social reform, scientific inquiry, and religious tolerance,

shaping the political and intellectual landscape of the modern West.



Kant and the Critique of Pure Reason

Immanuel Kant’s "Critique of Pure Reason" analyzed the limits and possibilities of human knowledge,

introducing concepts of transcendental idealism and categorical imperative. Kant’s work remains

central to contemporary debates in epistemology, ethics, and metaphysics.

Political Philosophy and Social Contract

Hobbes: Advocated for strong central authority to prevent social chaos.

Locke: Defended natural rights and the consent of the governed.

Rousseau: Explored the origins of inequality and proposed the social contract as the basis of

legitimate government.

Contemporary Western Philosophy

Contemporary Western philosophy encompasses diverse movements, including existentialism, analytic

philosophy, phenomenology, and postmodernism. Philosophers such as Ludwig Wittgenstein, Jean-

Paul Sartre, Simone de Beauvoir, and Michel Foucault have explored language, consciousness,

freedom, and power. Analytic philosophy focuses on logical analysis and clarity, while continental

philosophy investigates human experience, social structures, and cultural meaning. The history of

western philosophy continues to evolve, addressing pressing issues in ethics, technology, politics, and

science.



Major Themes and Movements

Existentialism: Examines human freedom, authenticity, and the meaning of life.

Phenomenology: Investigates the structures of experience and consciousness.

Analytic Philosophy: Emphasizes logical analysis, language, and scientific methodology.

Postmodernism: Challenges grand narratives and explores plurality, power, and identity.

Impact and Legacy of Western Philosophy

The history of western philosophy has shaped the intellectual, cultural, and political foundations of the

Western world. Philosophical inquiry has influenced literature, science, law, and education, promoting

critical thinking, ethical reflection, and social progress. The enduring legacy of Western philosophy lies

in its commitment to reasoned debate, the pursuit of truth, and the continuous re-examination of

human values and knowledge. As new challenges arise, philosophical traditions provide tools for

understanding complexity and fostering innovation across disciplines.

Enduring Contributions

Development of scientific reasoning and critical thinking.

Foundation of ethics, law, and political theory.

Influence on literature, art, and culture.



Promotion of dialogue, tolerance, and intellectual freedom.

Trending Questions and Answers about History of Western

Philosophy

Q: Who are considered the founders of Western philosophy?

A: The founders of Western philosophy are typically the Pre-Socratic philosophers, including Thales,

Anaximander, and Heraclitus, followed by Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle who established the major

traditions of philosophical inquiry in ancient Greece.

Q: What is the significance of Plato's Theory of Forms?

A: Plato's Theory of Forms posits that non-material abstract forms represent the most accurate reality,

influencing metaphysics, epistemology, and ethics by suggesting that true knowledge comes from

understanding these ideal forms beyond physical objects.

Q: How did medieval philosophy differ from ancient Greek philosophy?

A: Medieval philosophy integrated classical Greek thought with Christian theology, focusing on

reconciling faith and reason, exploring metaphysical questions about God, and developing systematic

methods such as Scholasticism.

Q: What are the main differences between rationalism and empiricism?

A: Rationalism asserts that reason is the primary source of knowledge, while empiricism emphasizes



sensory experience as the foundation of understanding. Key rationalists include Descartes and

Spinoza, and leading empiricists are Locke and Hume.

Q: How did Enlightenment philosophers influence modern society?

A: Enlightenment philosophers promoted reason, individual rights, and scientific inquiry, shaping

modern concepts of democracy, human rights, secular government, and educational reforms.

Q: What is existentialism and who are its major figures?

A: Existentialism is a philosophical movement that explores individual freedom, authenticity, and the

search for meaning. Major figures include Jean-Paul Sartre, Simone de Beauvoir, and Martin

Heidegger.

Q: Why is Aristotle considered influential in science and logic?

A: Aristotle systematized logic, developed empirical methods, and established foundational principles in

biology, physics, and ethics, which have profoundly influenced scientific methodology and philosophical

analysis.

Q: What is the role of skepticism in Western philosophy?

A: Skepticism in Western philosophy encourages critical inquiry, intellectual humility, and the

suspension of judgment in the absence of certainty, shaping the development of scientific and

epistemological approaches.

Q: How has Western philosophy impacted law and politics?

A: Western philosophy has contributed foundational ideas about justice, rights, government, and ethical

principles, influencing legal systems, democratic institutions, and political theory throughout history.



Q: What are some contemporary issues addressed by Western

philosophers?

A: Contemporary Western philosophers address issues such as artificial intelligence, bioethics, social

justice, environmental ethics, and the complexities of modern technology and globalization.
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# A Journey Through Time: Exploring the History of Western Philosophy

The human quest for understanding – our place in the universe, the nature of reality, the meaning of
life – has driven the development of philosophy for millennia. This journey, particularly within the
Western tradition, is a rich tapestry woven from the threads of countless thinkers, ideas, and
debates. This comprehensive guide dives into the history of Western philosophy, exploring its key
periods, influential figures, and enduring impact on our world. We’ll trace its evolution from ancient
Greece to the modern era, providing a concise yet insightful overview suitable for both beginners
and seasoned students of philosophy.

Ancient Greece: The Dawn of Western Thought (c. 600
BCE – 300 CE)

The foundations of Western philosophy were laid in ancient Greece. This period is characterized by a
shift from mythical explanations of the world to rational inquiry. Pre-Socratic philosophers like
Thales, Pythagoras, and Heraclitus focused on cosmology and the fundamental nature of reality.
They sought to understand the archê, or underlying principle, of the universe, paving the way for
later philosophical developments.

The Classical Period: Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle

The Classical period (5th and 4th centuries BCE) witnessed the emergence of some of the most
influential figures in the history of Western philosophy. Socrates, known for his method of
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questioning (the Socratic method), focused on ethics and self-knowledge. His student, Plato,
developed a theory of Forms, proposing that the physical world is merely a shadow of a higher realm
of perfect, eternal ideas. Plato's student, Aristotle, emphasized empirical observation and logic,
creating a comprehensive system encompassing metaphysics, ethics, politics, and logic. His
contributions profoundly shaped Western thought for centuries.

Hellenistic Philosophy: Stoicism, Epicureanism, and
Skepticism

Following the Classical period, Hellenistic philosophy (3rd century BCE – 3rd century CE) offered
diverse approaches to life and happiness. Stoicism, emphasizing virtue and living in accordance with
nature, found widespread appeal. Epicureanism, advocating for pleasure as the highest good,
offered a different perspective. Skepticism, questioning the possibility of certain knowledge,
provided a critical counterpoint to more dogmatic systems.

The Medieval Period: Faith and Reason (c. 500 CE –
1400 CE)

The Medieval period saw the fusion of classical philosophy with Christian theology. Early Christian
thinkers like Augustine integrated Platonic ideas into Christian doctrine, while later scholastics like
Thomas Aquinas attempted to reconcile Aristotelian philosophy with Christian faith. This era was
marked by significant theological debates and the development of systematic theology, profoundly
shaping the intellectual landscape of Europe.

Scholasticism and the Rise of Universities

Scholasticism, the dominant intellectual approach of the medieval period, emphasized logical
reasoning and dialectic within a theological framework. The establishment of universities provided
vital centers for intellectual exchange and the preservation of classical texts. Thinkers like Anselm of
Canterbury and William of Ockham made significant contributions to logic, metaphysics, and
theology.

The Renaissance and the Enlightenment: A Rebirth of
Classical Ideas and the Rise of Reason (c. 1400 CE –
1800 CE)



The Renaissance witnessed a renewed interest in classical learning, inspiring a flowering of art,
literature, and philosophy. Humanism, with its focus on human potential and achievement,
challenged the medieval emphasis on divine authority. The Enlightenment, emphasizing reason and
individual liberty, further propelled philosophical inquiry.

Rationalism and Empiricism: Two Competing Approaches

The Enlightenment gave rise to two influential schools of thought: Rationalism, championed by
figures like René Descartes and Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz, emphasized the power of reason and
innate ideas. Empiricism, exemplified by John Locke, George Berkeley, and David Hume, stressed
the importance of sensory experience as the source of knowledge. This debate on the origins and
limits of knowledge continues to shape contemporary philosophy.

19th and 20th Century Philosophy: New Directions and
Challenges

The 19th and 20th centuries witnessed a radical transformation of philosophical thought. The rise of
German Idealism, represented by Immanuel Kant, G.W.F. Hegel, and Arthur Schopenhauer,
challenged traditional metaphysics. Existentialism, with its emphasis on individual existence and
freedom, emerged as a powerful force in the 20th century, represented by thinkers like Søren
Kierkegaard, Jean-Paul Sartre, and Albert Camus. Analytic philosophy, focusing on clarity, precision,
and logical analysis, offered a contrasting approach.

The Impact of Science and Technology

The development of modern science and technology significantly impacted philosophical thought.
The rise of positivism, emphasizing empirical observation and scientific method, challenged
traditional philosophical approaches. Meanwhile, the ethical implications of scientific and
technological advancements continue to be a central concern for contemporary philosophers.

Conclusion

The history of Western philosophy is a vast and complex subject, encompassing millennia of
intellectual inquiry and debate. From the pre-Socratics to contemporary thinkers, the quest for
understanding has driven the development of diverse and often conflicting philosophical
perspectives. Understanding this history is crucial for navigating the complexities of our world and
engaging meaningfully with the enduring questions of human existence.



FAQs

1. What is the difference between rationalism and empiricism? Rationalism prioritizes reason and
innate ideas as the primary source of knowledge, while empiricism emphasizes sensory experience.

2. Who are the major figures of existentialism? Key figures include Søren Kierkegaard, Jean-Paul
Sartre, Simone de Beauvoir, and Albert Camus.

3. How did the Enlightenment impact philosophy? The Enlightenment emphasized reason, individual
liberty, and scientific inquiry, profoundly shaping subsequent philosophical developments.

4. What is the significance of the Socratic method? The Socratic method, based on questioning and
critical analysis, remains a cornerstone of philosophical inquiry.

5. What are some contemporary philosophical issues? Contemporary philosophy grapples with issues
like bioethics, environmental ethics, the philosophy of technology, and the nature of consciousness,
amongst many others.
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mind to the Renaissance and Enlightenment. On to Mill, Nietzsche, Sartre, then the philosophical
traditions of India, China and the Persian-Arabic world. And finally, into philosophy today.
  history of western philosophy: A New History of Western Philosophy Anthony Kenny, 2010
  history of western philosophy: The Columbia History of Western Philosophy Richard
Henry Popkin, 1999 Richard Popkin has assembled 63 leading scholars to forge a chronological
account of the development of Western philosophical traditions. From Plato to Wittgenstein and
from Aquinas to Heidegger, this volume provides lively, in-depth, and up-to-date historical analyses
of all the key figures, schools, and movements of Western philosophy. Each chapter includes an
introductory essay, and Popkin provides notes that draw connections among the separate articles.
The rich bibliographic information and the indexes of names and terms make the volume a
invaluable resource.
  history of western philosophy: The Oxford Illustrated History of Western Philosophy Sir
Anthony Kenny, 1997-03-06 Written by a team of distinguished scholars, this is an authoritative and



comprehensive history of Western philosophy from its earliest beginnings to the present day. The
book is illustrated with over 150 colour and black-and-white pictures, chosen to illuminate and
complement the text. Now in paperback, this lively and readable volume is an ideal introduction to
philosophy for anyone interested in the history of ideas. An outstanding team of contributors...
Stephen. R. L. Clark on Ancient Philosophy Paul Vincent Spade on Medieval Philosophy Anthony
Kenny on Descartes to Kant Roger Scruton on Continental Philosophy from Fichte to Sartre David
Pears and Anthony Kenny on Mill to Wittgenstein Anthony Quinton on Political Philosophy - ;Written
by a team of distinguished scholars, this is an authoritative and comprehensive history of Western
philosophy from its earliest beginnings to the present day. The book is illustrated with over 150
colour and black-and-white pictures, chosen to illuminate and complement the text. Lively and
readable, this is an ideal introduction to philosophy for anyone interested in the history of ideas. `a
wonderfully lucid exposition of difficult ideas' Tablet `Anthony Kenny, the editor of this courageously
erudite compendium, reminds us that philosophy has always been fascinated by the interweaving of
words and images, while artists have played upon philosophic concepts.' Observer - ;Preface;
Ancient Philosophy; Medieval Philosophy; Descartes to Kant; Continental Philosophy from Fichte to
Sartre; Mill to Wittgenstein; Political Philosophy; Conclusion: Contemporary Philosophy. - ;a
wonderfully lucid exposition of difficult ideas - Tablet;Anthony Kenny, the editor of this courageously
erudite compendium, reminds us that philosophy has always been fascinated by the interweaving of
words and images, while artists have played upon philosophic concepts. - Observer
  history of western philosophy: History of Western Philosophy David Boersema, Kari
Middleton, 2012 We all face philosophical questions and concerns every day. Far from being
abstract and subjective, philosophy is fundamental not only to what we do with our lives, but also to
who we are and who we hope to be. The new, four-volume Facts On File Guide to Philosophy set
provides an accessible and engaging introduction to philosophy. Authors David Boersema and Kari
Middleton are academic philosophers who specialize in teaching their subject to beginning
philosophical students. History of Western Philosophy outlines the history of Western philosophy
from the beginnings to the present day. Philosophers usually speak of classical philosophy (600 BCE
to 400 CE), medieval and renaissance philosophy (400 to 1600), modem philosophy (1600 to 1900),
and contemporary philosophy (1900 to today). This volume discusses the major thinkers of each of
these periods and their most influential ideas. History of Western Philosophy Knowledge, Logic, and
Science Reality, Religion, and the Mind Values and The Good Life Book jacket.
  history of western philosophy: A Critical History of Western Philosophy Daniel John O'Connor,
1940
  history of western philosophy: A History of Western Philosophy , 1996
  history of western philosophy: History of Western Philosophy , 2017
  history of western philosophy: A New History of Western Philosophy , 2004
  history of western philosophy: Philosophy in the Modern World Anthony Kenny,
2007-05-17 Here readers will find not only an authoritative guide to the history of philosophy, but
also a compelling introduction to every major area of philosophical inquiry.
  history of western philosophy: A History of Philosophy: Bentham to Russell Frederick Charles
Copleston, 1966 The utilitarianism of the nineteenth century, the idealist movement, the pragmatist
movement, modern realism, Bertrand Russell and more recent trends in British philosophy. +
  history of western philosophy: The Pelican History of Western Philosophy D. W. Hamlyn,
1989
  history of western philosophy: Western Philosophy John G. Cottingham, 2007-11-28 Western
Philosophy: An Anthology provides the most comprehensive and authoritative survey of the Western
philosophical tradition from ancient Greece to the leading philosophers of today. Features
substantial and carefully chosen excerpts from all the greats of philosophy, arranged thematically
and chronologically Readings are introduced and linked together by a lucid philosophical
commentary which guides the reader through the key arguments Embraces all the major subfields of
philosophy: theory of knowledge and metaphysics, philosophy of mind, religion and science, moral



philosophy (theoretical and applied), political theory, and aesthetics Updated edition now includes
additional contemporary readings in each section Augmented by two completely new sections on
logic and language, and philosophy and the meaning of life
  history of western philosophy: Philosophy and Philosophers John Shand, 2014-12-18 This
revised and updated edition of a standard work provides a clear and authoritative survey of the
Western tradition in metaphysics and epistemology from the Presocratics to the present day. Aimed
at the beginning student, it presents the ideas of the major philosophers and their schools of thought
in a readable and engaging way, highlighting the central points in each contributor's doctrines and
offering a lucid discussion of the next-level details that both fills out the general themes and
encourages the reader to pursue the arguments still further through a detailed guide to further
reading. Whether John Shand is discussing the slow separation of philosophy and theology in
Augustine, Aquinas and Ockham, the rise of rationalism, British empiricism, German idealism or the
new approaches opened up by Russell, Sartre and Wittgenstein, he combines succinct but insightful
exposition with crisp critical comment. This new edition will continue to provide students with a
valuable work of initial reference.
  history of western philosophy: Dream of Reason: A History of Western Philosophy from
the Greeks to the Renaissance (New Edition) Anthony Gottlieb, 2016-08-30 His
book...supplant[s] all others, even the immensely successful History of Western Philosophy by
Bertrand Russell.—A. C. Grayling Already a classic, this landmark study of early Western thought
now appears in a new edition with expanded coverage of the Middle Ages. This landmark study of
Western thought takes a fresh look at the writings of the great thinkers of classic philosophy and
questions many pieces of conventional wisdom. The book invites comparison with Bertrand Russell's
monumental History of Western Philosophy, but Gottlieb's book is less idiosyncratic and based on
more recent scholarship (Colin McGinn, Los Angeles Times). A New York Times Notable Book, a Los
Angeles Times Best Book, and a Times Literary Supplement Best Book of 2001.
  history of western philosophy: History of Western Philosophy N. Tubbs, 2009-08-21 Nigel
Tubbs takes the history of Western philosophy to be the search for first principles. Arguing that
neo-Platonic logic, fundamentally misunderstanding the negative, posited philosophical thought as
error. Kant and Hegel later re-educated the modern mind about negation in logic, transforming the
way modern philosophy contests first principles.
  history of western philosophy: Ancient Philosophy Anthony Kenny, 2004-06-17 Sir Anthony
Kenny tells the fascinating story of the birth of philosophy and its remarkable flourishing in the
ancient Mediterranean world. This is the first of four volumes in which he unfolds a magisterial new
history of Western philosophy. Specially written for a broad popular readership, but serious and
deep enough to offer a genuine understanding of the great philosophers, Kenny's lucid and
stimulating history will become the definitive work for anyone interested in the people and ideas
that shaped the course of Western thought.
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