HARD TIMES MAHONING COUNTY

HARD TIMES MAHONING COUNTY IS A TOPIC THAT RESONATES DEEPLY WITH RESIDENTS AND THOSE FAMILIAR WITH THIS REGION IN
OHio. MAHONING COUNTY, LIKE MANY COMMUNITIES ACROSS THE NATION, HAS FACED ECONOMIC HARDSHIPS, SOCIAL
STRUGGLES, AND PERIODS OF UNCERTAINTY. THIS ARTICLE PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE FACTORS
CONTRIBUTING TO CHALLENGING TIMES IN MAHONING COUNTY/ EXPLORING THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT, CURRENT ECONOMIC
LANDSCAPE, COMMUNITY RESPONSES, AND AV AILABLE RESOURCES. READERS WILL GAIN INSIGHTS INTO HOW LOCAL BUSINESSES,
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, AND NONPROFITS HAVE RESPONDED TO ADVERSITY, AND WHAT ONGOING EFFORTS ARE BEING MADE TO
UPLIFT THE REGION. \WHETHER YOU ARE A RESIDENT, RESEARCHER, OR SIMPLY INTERESTED IN THE DYNAMICS OF MAHONING
COUNTY/ THIS DETAILED GUIDE OFFERS VALUABLE INFORMATION AND PERSPECTIVES. THE ARTICLE ALSO ADDRESSES COMMON
QUESTIONS AND PROVIDES A RESOURCEFUL TABLE OF CONTENTS FOR EASY NAVIGATION. CONTINUE READING TO BETTER
UNDERSTAND MAHONING COUNTY’S JOURNEY THROUGH HARD TIMES AND THE RESILIENCE THAT DEFINES ITS COMMUNITY.
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HisToricAL OVERVIEW OF HARD TIMES IN MAHONING COUNTY

MAHONING COUNTY’S HISTORY IS MARKED BY PERIODS OF PROSPERITY AND ADVERSITY. ONCE A THRIVING INDUSTRIAL HUB, THE
COUNTY EXPERIENCED SIGNIFICANT GROWTH DUE TO THE STEEL AND MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES. YOUNGSTO\X/N, THE COUNTY
SEAT, WAS KNOWN FOR ITS ROBUST FACTORY WORKFORCE AND BUSTLING ECONOMIC ACTIVITY. HO\X/EVER, THE LATTER HALF
oF THE 20TH CENTURY BROUGHT ECONOMIC DECLINE AS FACTORIES CLOSED, JOBS WERE LOST, AND POPULATION NUMBERS
D\WINDLED.

THE LOSS OF MANUFACTURING JOBS RESULTED IN HIGH UNEMPLOYMENT RATES, A SHRINKING TAX BASE, AND INCREASED SOCIAL
CHALLENGES. MANY FAMILIES STRUGGLED TO ADAPT TO THE CHANGING ECONOMIC LANDSCAPE, AND LONGSTANDING TRADITIONS
OF BLUE-COLLAR WORK SHIFTED. THE ECONOMIC DOWNTURN OF THE 1970s AND 1980s, COUPLED WITH NATIONAL
RECESSIONS, CONTRIBUTED TO THE “HARD TIMES™ THAT ARE STILL REFERENCED TODAY.

THE LEGACY OF INDUSTRIAL DECLINE CONTINUES TO AFFECT MAHONING COUNTY’S ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL STRUCTURE. W/HILE
EFFORTS TO REVITALIZE THE REGION HAVE BEEN ONGOING, THE EFFECTS OF THESE HISTORICAL CHALLENGES REMAIN EVIDENT IN
MANY ASPECTS OF LOCAL LIFE.

EconoMic CHALLENGES IMPACTING MAHONING COUNTY

UNEMPLOYMENT AND JOB MARKET FLUCTUATIONS



HIGH UNEMPLOYMENT RATES HAVE BEEN A DEFINING FEATURE OF HARD TIMES IN MAHONING COUNTY. AS FACTORIES AND STEEL
MILLS SHUTTERED, MANY SKILLED WORKERS FOUND THEMSELVES WITHOUT VIABLE EMPLOYMENT OPTIONS. ALTHOUGH NEW
INDUSTRIES HAVE EMERGED, THE TRANSITION HAS BEEN SLOW AND UNEVEN.

® | 0SS OF MANUFACTURING JOBS
e GROWTH OF SERVICE-BASED INDUSTRIES
e CHALLENGES FOR OLDER WORKERS RETRAINING FOR NEW CAREERS

IMPACT ON YOUNGER GENERATIONS SEEKING CAREER PATHS

DECLINING BUSINESS ENVIRONMENT

MAHONING COUNTY’S BUSINESS LANDSCAPE HAS FACED SIGNIFICANT SETBACKS. SMALL BUSINESSES HAVE STRUGGLED TO
SURVIVE IN THE WAKE OF ECONOMIC DOWNTURNS, AND LARGE EMPLOYERS HAVE LEFT THE REGION FOR GREENER PASTURES. THE
RETAIL AND HOSPITALITY SECTORS HAVE ALSO EXPERIENCED DECLINES, LEADING TO FEWER OPPORTUNITIES FOR RESIDENTS.

W/HILE EFFORTS TO ATTRACT NEW INVESTMENTS AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP ARE UNDERWAY, THE LEGACY OF PAST BUSINESS
CLOSURES CONTINUES TO PRESENT MAJOR OBSTACLES FOR GROWTH AND PROSPERITY.

HousING AND REAL ESTATE CHALLENGES

THE HOUSING MARKET IN MAHONING COUNTY HAS FLUCTUATED ALONGSIDE ECONOMIC CONDITIONS. FORECLOSURES, ABANDONED
PROPERTIES, AND DECLINING HOME VALUES HAVE PLAGUED MANY NEIGHBORHOODS. THESE ISSUES HAVE HAD RIPPLE EFFECTS ON
COMMUNITY STABILITY, SCHOOL FUNDING, AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT RESOURCES.

SociAL Issues AND COMMUNITY STRUGGLES

POVERTY AND FOOD INSECURITY

POVERTY RATES IN MAHONING COUNTY HAVE REMAINED ABOVE STATE AND NATIONAL AVERAGES DURING HARD TIMES. MANY
FAMILIES STRUGGLE TO AFFORD BASIC NECESSITIES, AND FOOD INSECURITY IS A PERSISTENT ISSUE. LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES AND
SOCIAL SERVICES HAVE BECOME ESSENTIAL LIFELINES FOR THOSE IN NEED.

EbucATION SYsTEM CHALLENGES

ECoNOMIC HARDSHIP HAS IMPACTED MAHONING COUNTY’S EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM. SCHOOL DISTRICTS FACE BUDGET
CONSTRAINTS, LEADING TO LARGER CLASS SIZES, REDUCED EXTRACURRICULAR PROGRAMS, AND LIMITED ACCESS TO
TECHNOLOGY. STUDENTS FROM LOW-INCOME FAMILIES OFTEN LACK RESOURCES NEEDED FOR ACADEMIC SUCCESS.

HeaLTH CARe Access AND PusLIC HEALTH

LIMITED ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE IS ANOTHER CHALLENGE DURING HARD TIMES IN MAHONING COUNTY. MANY RESIDENTS ARE
UNINSURED OR UNDERINSURED, AND PUBLIC HEALTH ISSUES SUCH AS SUBSTANCE ABUSE, MENTAL HEALTH CONCERNS, AND
CHRONIC ILLNESSES ARE PREVALENT. COMMUNITY CLINICS AND OUTREACH PROGRAMS PLAY A CRUCIAL ROLE IN ADDRESSING
THESE NEEDS.



CrIME AND PuBLIC SAFETY CONCERNS

ECONOMIC DECLINE HAS CONTRIBUTED TO INCREASED CRIME RATES AND PUBLIC SAFETY CHALLENGES. L AW ENFORCEMENT
AGENCIES FACE RESOURCE CONSTRAINTS, AND COMMUNITIES WORK DILIGENTLY TO COMBAT DRUG ABUSE, PROPERTY CRIME, AND
VIOLENCE.

LocAL Responses To HARD TIMes

GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES AND PROJECTS

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCIES IN MAHONING COUNTY HAVE IMPLEMENTED VARIOUS INITIATIVES TO ADDRESS HARD TIMES. THESE
EFFORTS INCLUDE JOB TRAINING PROGRAMS, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS, AND INVESTMENTS IN PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE.
COLLABORATION WITH STATE AND FEDERAL AGENCIES IS ESSENTIAL TO SECURING FUNDING AND RESOURCES.

NoNPROFIT AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION EFFORTS

NONPROFITS AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS PROVIDE CRITICAL SUPPORT DURING HARD TIMES. FooD BANKS, SHELTERS, AND
OUTREACH PROGRAMS HELP RESIDENTS MEET BASIC NEEDS AND RECOVER FROM SETBACKS. V OLUNTEERISM AND PHILANTHROPY
ARE STRONG TRADITIONS IN MAHONING COUNTY/ CONTRIBUTING TO RESILIENCE AND HOPE.

BUSINESS AND ENTREPRENEURIAL RESILIENCE

DESPITE CHALLENGES, SOME LOCAL BUSINESSES AND ENTREPRENEURS HAVE ADAPTED AND THRIVED. |NNOVATION,
DIVERSIFICATION, AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT HAVE HELPED CERTAIN SECTORS WEATHER ECONOMIC STORMS. PROGRAMS
SUPPORTING SMALL BUSINESSES AND STARTUPS PLAY AN INCREASINGLY IMPORTANT ROLE.

SUPPORT SYSTEMS AND RESOURCES IN MAHONING COUNTY

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING ASSISTANCE

ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS OHIOMEANSJOBS MAHONING COUNTY OFFER JOB PLACEMENT SERVICES, CAREER COUNSELING, AND
TRAINING PROGRAMS. THESE RESOURCES HELP RESIDENTS DEVELOP NEW SKILLS AND FIND EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES IN A
CHANGING ECONOMY.

HeALTH AND WELLNESS RESOURCES

LocAL HOSPITALS, CLINICS, AND MENTAL HEALTH CENTERS PROVIDE ESSENTIAL HEALTH SERVICES TO MAHONING COUNTY
RESIDENTS. PUBLIC HEALTH INITIATIVES FOCUS ON PREVENTIVE CARE, SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT, AND MENTAL HEALTH
SUPPORT.

HousING ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS

HOUSING AUTHORITIES AND NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS OFFER PROGRAMS FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING, RENT ASSISTANCE, AND
FORECLOSURE PREVENTION. THESE INITIATIVES AIM TO STABILIZE FAMILIES AND NEIGHBORHOODS IMPACTED BY ECONOMIC
HARDSHIP.



Foob SECURITY AND BASIC NEEDS SUPPORT

Foob PANTRIES, SOUP KITCHENS, AND EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS ADDRESS FOOD INSECURITY AND HELP RESIDENTS MEET
BASIC NEEDS DURING HARD TIMES. THESE SERVICES ARE OFTEN SUPPORTED BY LOCAL DONATIONS AND VOLUNTEERS.

1. OHioMeANS)oBSs MAHONING COUNTY

2. MaHONING CoUNTY COMMUNITY ACTION AGENCY

3. Seconp HARVEST Foob BANk OF THE MAHONING V ALLEY
4. MAHONING COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

5. UNITED WAY OF YOUNGSTOWN AND THE MAHONING V ALLEY

FUTURE OuTLOOK FOR MAHONING COUNTY

ReEVITALIZATION AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

EFFORTS TO REVITALIZE MAHONING COUNTY ARE ONGOING. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AGENCIES FOCUS ON ATTRACTING NEW
INDUSTRIES, SUPPORTING ENTREPRENEURSHIP, AND INVESTING IN INFRASTRUCTURE. PARTNERSHIPS WITH EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTIONS AIM TO PREPARE THE WORKFORCE FOR FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES.

COMMUNITY RESILIENCE AND ADAPTATION

LocAL RESIDENTS, ORGANIZATIONS, AND LEADERS CONTINUE TO DEMONSTRATE RESILIENCE IN THE FACE OF ADVERSITY.
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, INNOVATION, AND A COMMITMENT TO IMPROVEMENT OFFER HOPE FOR A BRIGHTER FUTURE DESPITE THE
CHALLENGES OF HARD TIMES.

LoNG-TERM STRATEGIES FOR IMPROVEMENT

STRATEGIC PLANNING, INVESTMENT IN EDUCATION, AND EXPANSION OF SOCIAL SERVICES ARE KEY TO OVERCOMING CHALLENGES
IN MAHONING COUNTY. COLLABORATION AMONG GOVERNMENT, BUSINESS, AND COMMUNITY SECTORS REMAINS ESSENTIAL FOR
SUSTAINED PROGRESS.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

Q: WHAT ARE THE MAIN CAUSES OF HARD TIMES IN MAHONING COUNTY?

A: THE MAIN CAUSES INCLUDE THE DECLINE OF THE MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY, HIGH UNEMPLOYMENT RATES, ECONOMIC
DOWNTURNS, AND SOCIAL CHALLENGES SUCH AS POVERTY AND LIMITED ACCESS TO ESSENTIAL SERVICES.

Q: How HAS MAHONING COUNTY’S ECONOMY CHANGED OVER TIME?

A: MAHONING COUNTY’S ECONOMY SHIFTED FROM A MANUFACTURING-BASED SYSTEM TO A MORE DIVERSIFIED ONE, INCLUDING



SERVICE INDUSTRIES, HEALTHCARE, AND EDUCATION, BUT THE TRANSITION HAS BEEN CHALLENGING FOR MANY RESIDENTS.

Q: WHAT RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE FOR RESIDENTS FACING FINANCIAL HARDSHIP IN
MAHONING COUNTY?

A: RESOURCES INCLUDE EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING PROGRAMS, FOOD BANKS, HOUSING ASSISTANCE, HEALTH SERVICES, AND
COMMUNITY OUTREACH INITIATIVES PROVIDED BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS.

Q: ARE THERE ONGOING EFFORTS TO REVITALIZE MAHONING COUNTY?

A: YES, THERE ARE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS, INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENTS, AND PARTNERSHIPS WITH EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTIONS AIMED AT REVITALIZING MAHONING COUNTY AND SUPPORTING LONG-TERM GROWTH.

Q: WHAT ROLE DO NONPROFITS PLAY DURING HARD TIMES IN MAHONING COUNTY?

A: NONPROFITS ARE VITAL IN PROVIDING FOOD, HOUSING, EMPLOYMENT ASSISTANCE, AND HEALTH SERVICES TO RESIDENTS IN
NEED, AS WELL AS FOSTERING COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND RESILIENCE.

Q: How DOES UNEMPLOYMENT IMPACT MAHONING COUNTY RESIDENTS?

A: UNEMPLOYMENT LEADS TO FINANCIAL INSTABILITY, INCREASED DEMAND FOR SOCIAL SERVICES, AND CHALLENGES IN
MAINTAINING HOUSING, HEALTH CARE, AND EDUCATION FOR AFFECTED FAMILIES.

Q: WHAT ARE THE BIGGEST SOCIAL ISSUES DURING HARD TIMES IN MAHONING COUNTY?

A: MAJOR SOCIAL ISSUES INCLUDE POVERTY, FOOD INSECURITY, LIMITED ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE, EDUCATIONAL CHALLENGES,
AND INCREASED CRIME RATES.

QZ How CAN RESIDENTS SUPPORT EACH OTHER DURING HARD TIMES?

A: RESIDENTS CAN VOLUNTEER, DONATE TO LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS, PARTICIPATE IN COMMUNITY INITIATIVES, AND ADVOCATE
FOR POLICIES THAT ADDRESS ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL HARDSHIP.

Q: Is THE HOUSING MARKET IN MAHONING COUNTY RECOVERING?

A: THE HOUSING MARKET SHOWS SIGNS OF GRADUAL RECOVERY DUE TO STABILIZATION EFFORTS, BUT CHALLENGES REMAIN,
INCLUDING ABANDONED PROPERTIES AND FLUCTUATING HOME VALUES.

Q: WHAT 1S THE oUTLOOK FOR MAHONING COUNTY IN THE COMING YEARS?

A: WHILE CHALLENGES PERSIST, ONGOING REVITALIZATION PROJECTS, COMMUNITY RESILIENCE, AND STRATEGIC INVESTMENTS
OFFER HOPE FOR A STRONGER AND MORE PROSPEROUS MAHONING COUNTY FUTURE.
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Hard Times in Mahoning County: Understanding the
Challenges and Finding Solutions

Mahoning County, Ohio, like many Rust Belt communities, has faced significant economic hardship
in recent decades. This post delves into the complex realities of "hard times in Mahoning County,"
exploring the historical context, current challenges, and potential pathways to a brighter future.
We’ll examine the factors contributing to economic struggles, the impact on residents, and initiatives
underway to revitalize the community. This comprehensive guide aims to offer a nuanced
understanding of the situation and provide resources for those seeking support or wishing to
contribute to the county's recovery.

The Historical Context: A Legacy of Industrial Decline

Mahoning County’s economic history is deeply intertwined with the rise and fall of heavy industry.
For generations, steel production fueled the county's prosperity, creating a robust middle class and
vibrant communities. However, the decline of the steel industry in the late 20th century left a
devastating impact, leading to mass job losses and widespread economic distress. The closure of
major steel mills triggered a ripple effect, impacting related industries and leaving a legacy of
unemployment and underemployment that persists to this day. This historical context is crucial to
understanding the current challenges faced by the county.

Current Economic Challenges: Beyond the Steel Mill Closures

While the decline of steel remains a significant factor, "hard times in Mahoning County" are
characterized by a complex interplay of challenges:

High Unemployment and Underemployment:

The unemployment rate in Mahoning County frequently surpasses the national average, and
underemployment - individuals working part-time involuntarily or in jobs below their skill level - is a
significant issue. This limits economic mobility and contributes to poverty.
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Poverty and Income Inequality:

A significant percentage of Mahoning County residents live below the poverty line, and income
inequality is stark. This disparity creates significant social and economic challenges, impacting
access to healthcare, education, and other essential services.

Opioid Crisis:
Like many areas of the country, Mahoning County grapples with a severe opioid epidemic,

exacerbating existing social and economic problems. The crisis leads to increased healthcare costs,
lost productivity, and family disruption.

Aging Infrastructure:

Decades of underinvestment have left Mahoning County with aging infrastructure, including roads,
bridges, and public utilities. This impacts economic development and the quality of life for residents.

Community Initiatives and Efforts for Revitalization

Despite the challenges, Mahoning County is not without hope. Numerous initiatives are underway to
address the economic and social issues plaguing the community:

Economic Development Initiatives:

Efforts are being made to attract new businesses, diversify the economy, and support small
businesses. These initiatives often focus on attracting technology-based companies and fostering
entrepreneurship.

Job Training and Education Programs:

Investing in workforce development is critical to addressing unemployment and underemployment.
Programs designed to equip residents with the skills needed for in-demand jobs are crucial to long-
term economic growth.

Community Development Corporations (CDCs):

CDCs play a vital role in revitalizing neighborhoods, providing affordable housing, and offering
social services. Their work is essential to addressing the root causes of poverty and inequality.

Government Support and Funding:

Various levels of government provide funding and support for initiatives aimed at revitalizing
Mahoning County. Securing these resources is crucial for successful community development.



The Path Forward: Collaboration and Innovation

Addressing the "hard times in Mahoning County" requires a collaborative approach involving
government agencies, private sector businesses, community organizations, and residents
themselves. Innovation and a focus on sustainable development are crucial for creating a more
resilient and prosperous future. This includes embracing new technologies, attracting young talent,
and promoting entrepreneurship. A focus on addressing the opioid crisis and improving access to
healthcare and education are also vital components of a long-term recovery strategy.

Conclusion

Mahoning County faces substantial economic and social challenges, but the spirit of resilience
among its residents remains strong. By understanding the historical context, addressing current
issues head-on, and fostering collaboration among stakeholders, the county can build a brighter
future. The initiatives underway, while promising, require continued investment, innovation, and
unwavering community support to achieve lasting and meaningful progress.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQSs)

1. What are the major industries in Mahoning County today? While steel remains present, the county
is diversifying its economy with growth in healthcare, logistics, and technology sectors.

2. What resources are available for residents facing unemployment? Various organizations offer job
training programs, assistance with job searching, and unemployment benefits. Contact the Ohio
Bureau of Workforce Development for more information.

3. How can I get involved in community revitalization efforts? Many community organizations and
volunteer groups are actively engaged in revitalization projects. You can find opportunities to
volunteer through local charities and community centers.

4. What is the outlook for the Mahoning County economy in the next 5-10 years? The outlook
depends on continued efforts to diversify the economy, attract investment, and address social
challenges. Projections vary, but cautious optimism is warranted with sustained commitment.

5. Where can I find more detailed information about the economic statistics of Mahoning County?
The U.S. Census Bureau, the Ohio Department of Development, and the Mahoning County
government website all offer detailed economic data and reports.

hard times mahoning county: The Dustman Family of Trumbull and Mahoning Counties, Ohio
Roy C. Ritter III, 2018-09-19 Johan Martin Dostmann was born in 1730 in Nassig, Germany, and



today his descendants can be found throughout the United States of America. One of them is Roy C.
Ritter I1I, and he traces his family’s origins in this detailed history. Dostmann immigrated to
Pennsylvania in 1752 with his sister and several friends and cousins, and so began the story of an
enduring German-American family. After some time in Frederick County, Maryland, and Washington
County, Pennsylvania, the family, which became known as Dustman, took advantage of the
settlement opportunities in the newly formed Connecticut Western Reserve of Ohio, joining the
state’s earliest pioneers. Johan Martin Dostmann died before that journey, but his surviving children
and grandchildren made their mark in Ohio, particularly in Trumbull and Mahoning counties, where
they prospered. Covering the first four generations of the Dustman family, this book will be a
valuable resource for the descendants of Johan Martin Dostmann.
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T. Posey, 2017-08-21 Historic Theaters of Youngstown and the Mahoning Valley traces the evolution
of modern cinema through the rich local history of the Mahoning Valley. From the days of the gaslit
opera houses through the era of the drive-in, the Mahoning Valley's theatrical culture has thrived.
The finest theaters in northeastern Ohio rose with the manufacturing might of the Steel Valley. The
Warner brothers, who started their careers in Youngstown, opened their first theater in New Castle,
Pennsylvania, and celebrities from Katharine Hepburn to Red Skelton graced local stages. The finest
vaudevillians and the lovely ladies of burlesque were always a ticket away. Take a trip back to the
Park Burlesque and the opulent Palace Theater and revisit the theater culture of Warren and
Trumbull County. Author Sean T. Posey traces the evolution of modern cinema through the rich local
history of the Mahoning Valley.
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hard times mahoning county: Our Storm Darnice Johnson, 1901 Our storm is about a single
mother of four children ranging from the ages two- through thirteen. Based on real live horrific
events that took place with this family, so quickly that its head spinning and mind blowing, your eyes
wont even believe what your reading. Can you imagine being hospitalized all while your children are
home and safe with your boyfriend to waking up to children, service workers entering your hospital




room and making false accusations that your son had said he is being abused at home. In the blink of
an eye, the state had custody of two of my eldest children while I am in still in the hospital. You
volunteer to give your youngest two, to their father to make things easier on your boyfriend because
he was taking care of so much while you’re in the hospital. Which turned out to be the biggest
mistake you could of ever make in your life. My children were kept away from me by their father. I
became insane, things were happening to my children and their was nothing I could do to be there,
because I wasn't allowed to be. I had a broken heart and a fiery soul. I mean it was on fire, [ was
literally walking around like a zombie. I had never wrote a book before never in my life, not even
thought about it. In fact, I haven't been through anything like this before in my life. Writing just
became very therapeutic to me. In fact, it was while all these horrifying back to back events that I
began writing about this. The more pain I dealt with, the longer I wrote, you see I was writing and
writing because in reality it was how I was letting the pain out, you ever love to do something so
much that it hurts to stop? Well that became me when I was writing, the greater the pain the greater
my writing became and my hand was an energizer bunny. I was one determined mama throughout
this whole nightmare. My determination is like pouring gas on an open fire the devil tried to destroy
me and my family. The devil does exist, he is real and he does come to kill, steal and destroy. But
god is real too and he came and he rescued us. God's love and his words inside the bible saved my
family. Inside, read about how my faith which started out slim to none was tested beyond my
limitations which now allows me to have faith that's limitless.
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