
hardball how politics is played
hardball how politics is played is a phrase that encapsulates the intense, strategic, and
often ruthless maneuvers behind political decision-making. In politics, hardball tactics are
used to gain advantage, shape outcomes, and secure power, often defining how policies are
made and leaders rise or fall. This article delves into the meaning of “hardball,” explores
famous examples, analyzes the strategies politicians use, and discusses both the ethical
dilemmas and the impact on democracy. Whether you are a student of political science, a
casual observer, or someone interested in the realities of governance, this comprehensive
guide will provide valuable insights into the intricate world of political hardball. Discover the
key techniques, historical cases, and the difference between playing tough and playing
dirty as we reveal how politics is truly played.
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Understanding Hardball in Politics

Defining Hardball: What Does It Mean?

In the context of politics, “hardball” refers to aggressive, calculated, and sometimes
ruthless tactics used to gain an upper hand. These moves are not always unethical, but
they are designed to maximize advantage for one side, often at the expense of opponents.
Playing hardball means using every available tool—be it negotiation, persuasion, or power
plays—to achieve political goals. The phrase is commonly associated with high-stakes
environments where compromise is limited and the competition is fierce.

Origins and Evolution of Hardball Tactics

Hardball tactics have been part of politics for centuries. From ancient Rome to modern
parliaments, leaders have relied on strategic maneuvering to control outcomes. Over time,
the methods have evolved, blending traditional negotiation with contemporary tools such



as media manipulation, rapid response communications, and data-driven campaigning. The
underlying principle remains the same: to play tough, outwit opponents, and secure victory.

Why Do Politicians Play Hardball?

Political landscapes are competitive by nature. Resources, positions, and influence are
limited, making hardball tactics an attractive option for those seeking to advance their
agendas. Politicians play hardball to:

Win elections and secure leadership positions

Pass legislation or block unfavorable bills

Shape public opinion and media narratives

Control party dynamics and alliances

Maintain power and deter rivals

These objectives drive the use of hardball maneuvering, making it a central aspect of how
politics is played worldwide.

Classic Examples of Hardball Political Tactics

Campaign Strategies and Negative Advertising

Negative campaigning is a quintessential hardball tactic. By highlighting opponents’
weaknesses, political teams can shift public perception and gain a competitive edge. Attack
ads, opposition research, and strategic leaks are common methods. While these
approaches can be effective, they often raise questions about the fairness and accuracy of
political discourse.

Legislative Maneuvering

In legislative bodies, hardball is played through procedural moves such as filibusters,
blockades, and strategic amendments. These techniques can stall or advance bills, allowing
politicians to shape outcomes based on party interests. Famous examples include the
filibuster in the U.S. Senate or the use of confidence motions in parliamentary systems to
topple governments.



Political Bargaining and Power Plays

Hardball politics also involves high-stakes bargaining between parties, factions, or leaders.
Coalition-building, vote-trading, and behind-the-scenes negotiations can determine the fate
of major policies. Power plays, such as cabinet reshuffles or strategic resignations, are used
to consolidate control and influence future decisions.

Key Strategies: How Politicians Play Hardball

Media Manipulation and Spin

Controlling the narrative is essential in hardball politics. Politicians and their teams employ
“spin doctors” to frame issues in their favor, manage crises, and spread favorable stories.
Tactics include selective disclosure, rapid response teams, and coordinated messaging
across platforms.

Divide and Conquer Tactics

Successful hardball players often exploit divisions among opponents. By sowing discord or
encouraging infighting, they weaken resistance and make it easier to advance their own
agendas. This strategy can be seen in party politics, legislative coalitions, and even
international relations.

Strategic Use of Rules and Procedures

Mastery of parliamentary rules, legal frameworks, and institutional procedures is a hallmark
of hardball politics. Politicians use technicalities to delay, expedite, or block decisions.
Examples include scheduling votes at inconvenient times, exploiting loopholes, or invoking
obscure regulations to gain tactical advantage.

Building Alliances and Leveraging Loyalty

Forging alliances, both temporary and long-term, is central to hardball tactics. By securing
loyalty through patronage, favors, or shared interests, politicians build networks that
amplify their influence. These alliances can shift rapidly, reflecting the fluid nature of
political competition.

Media management and crisis communication1.



Coalition-building and strategic partnerships2.

Procedural maneuvering in legislative bodies3.

Negative campaigning and opposition research4.

Exploiting divisions among rivals5.

The Ethics and Consequences of Political Hardball

Ethical Dilemmas in Hardball Politics

While hardball tactics may be effective, they often raise ethical concerns. The line between
aggressive strategy and dirty tricks can be thin, and the use of misinformation,
manipulation, or intimidation can undermine trust in political institutions. Ethical dilemmas
arise when the pursuit of victory eclipses principles such as transparency, accountability,
and fairness.

Impact on Public Trust and Political Culture

The prevalence of hardball politics can erode public trust in government and political
leaders. When citizens perceive the system as hostile or dishonest, engagement and
participation may decline. Political culture becomes polarized, making consensus and
cooperation increasingly difficult.

Balancing Toughness and Integrity

Professional politicians must navigate the tension between playing tough and maintaining
integrity. While hardball tactics are sometimes necessary to achieve reforms or protect
interests, excessive reliance on ruthlessness can damage reputations and harm democratic
values. The most effective leaders combine strategic acumen with ethical restraint,
ensuring that hardball is played within the bounds of law and public expectations.

Hardball Politics in Modern Democracies



Recent Trends and Innovations

Modern democracies have witnessed an evolution in hardball tactics, driven by technology
and globalization. Social media campaigns, data analytics, and digital misinformation have
added new dimensions to political strategy. Rapid news cycles and constant scrutiny force
politicians to be more agile and inventive in playing hardball.

Case Studies: Hardball in Action

Contemporary examples include contentious election battles, legislative standoffs, and
high-profile scandals. In some cases, hardball tactics have led to significant policy changes
or shifts in power. In others, they have triggered backlash and calls for reform. Studying
these cases helps illuminate the risks and rewards inherent in political hardball.

Future Challenges and Adaptations

As political environments continue to change, leaders must adapt their hardball strategies
to new realities. Increasing demands for transparency, accountability, and ethical
governance challenge the effectiveness of old-school tactics. The future of hardball politics
will depend on the ability to balance strategic toughness with democratic principles.

Conclusion

Hardball—how politics is played—remains a defining feature of governance across the
world. By understanding its origins, strategies, and consequences, observers and
participants alike gain deeper insight into the mechanics of power. Whether through classic
negotiation, media management, or modern digital tactics, hardball continues to shape
political outcomes and inspire debate about the nature of leadership and democracy. The
ongoing evolution of hardball politics calls for vigilance, accountability, and a commitment
to playing tough without compromising core values.

Q: What does playing hardball in politics mean?
A: Playing hardball in politics refers to using aggressive, strategic, and sometimes ruthless
tactics to gain advantage, achieve goals, and control outcomes in the political arena.

Q: What are some common hardball tactics used by
politicians?
A: Common hardball tactics include negative campaigning, legislative maneuvering, media
manipulation, coalition-building, procedural delays, and exploiting divisions among rivals.



Q: Is hardball politics ethical?
A: The ethics of hardball politics are debated. While some tactics are legitimate, others may
cross ethical lines by involving misinformation, manipulation, or intimidation, potentially
undermining trust.

Q: How do hardball tactics affect public trust?
A: Excessive use of hardball tactics can erode public trust by fostering perceptions of
dishonesty, unfairness, and polarization, making citizens less likely to engage in political
processes.

Q: Can hardball politics be beneficial for democracy?
A: Hardball tactics can sometimes drive necessary reforms or protect vital interests, but
they must be balanced with transparency, accountability, and respect for democratic norms
to be truly beneficial.

Q: What role does media play in hardball politics?
A: Media plays a crucial role by amplifying narratives, shaping public opinion, and providing
platforms for both strategic messaging and attack campaigns in hardball politics.

Q: How have hardball strategies changed with
technology?
A: Technology has introduced new hardball strategies, such as data-driven campaigning,
digital misinformation, and social media manipulation, making political maneuvering more
sophisticated and rapid.

Q: Are hardball tactics used only during elections?
A: No, hardball tactics are used throughout political careers, including legislative
negotiations, party dynamics, and policymaking, not just during election campaigns.

Q: What is the difference between playing tough and
playing dirty in politics?
A: Playing tough involves assertive but legal and ethical strategies, while playing dirty
refers to tactics that break rules or compromise integrity, such as spreading false
information or engaging in corruption.



Q: How can citizens recognize hardball tactics in action?
A: Citizens can recognize hardball tactics by observing aggressive campaign ads, strategic
legislative moves, sudden shifts in alliances, and targeted media narratives designed to
sway opinion or outcomes.

Hardball How Politics Is Played
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Hardball: How Politics Is Played – A Deep Dive into the
Real World of Power

The world of politics isn't always about polite debates and compromising handshakes. Behind the
polished speeches and carefully crafted images lies a brutal reality often referred to as "hardball."
This blog post will peel back the curtain on the often-unseen strategies, tactics, and maneuvers used
by political players to achieve their objectives. We'll explore the intricacies of hardball politics,
examining its various forms, ethical considerations, and ultimate impact on the political landscape
and, ultimately, on you.

H2: The Fundamentals of Political Hardball

Hardball politics, at its core, involves employing aggressive and sometimes ruthless tactics to gain
an advantage. This isn't necessarily about illegal activity; rather, it's about pushing the boundaries of
acceptable behavior to achieve a desired outcome. Think strategic leaks to the media, targeted
attacks on opponents' reputations, and the calculated use of political messaging to sway public
opinion. It’s about understanding the rules, but also knowing when and how to bend them to your
advantage.

H3: The Art of Negative Campaigning

Negative campaigning, a staple of hardball politics, focuses on highlighting the flaws and
weaknesses of opponents rather than promoting one's own strengths. While often criticized for its
negativity, it can be incredibly effective. By exploiting vulnerabilities and highlighting perceived
failures, negative campaigns can undermine an opponent's credibility and sway undecided voters.
The key, however, is to ensure the attacks are accurate and strategically deployed; otherwise, they
can backfire spectacularly.

H3: The Power of Strategic Messaging and Spin

Controlling the narrative is paramount in hardball politics. This involves carefully crafting messages
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to resonate with specific demographics and employing "spin" to frame events in a favorable light.
Think about how a seemingly minor policy change can be presented as a monumental victory or a
significant scandal can be downplayed as a mere misunderstanding. Mastering the art of messaging
and spin is a crucial skill for anyone aiming to succeed in the often-cutthroat world of politics.

H2: The Ethical Tightrope Walk: When Hardball Crosses the Line

While hardball tactics can be effective, it's crucial to acknowledge the ethical considerations. The
line between tough competition and unethical behavior can be blurry, and crossing that line can
have severe consequences. This involves careful consideration of things like factual accuracy in
attacks, the potential for spreading misinformation, and the impact on the public's trust in the
political process. The ultimate question is: what price are we willing to pay for political victory?

H3: The Role of Media and Public Opinion

The media plays a pivotal role in both perpetuating and shaping hardball politics. News outlets can
be used as tools to disseminate strategic leaks, amplify certain messages, and shape public
perception. Similarly, understanding and manipulating public opinion is critical. Politicians employ
polling data and focus groups to tailor their messages and strategies, ensuring they are resonating
with the electorate.

H2: Examples of Hardball in Action: Case Studies

Throughout history, numerous examples demonstrate the use of hardball tactics in politics. From the
famous "Daisy" ad during the 1964 presidential election to more recent examples of targeted social
media campaigns, the playbook is vast and constantly evolving. Analyzing these case studies
provides valuable insights into the effectiveness (or lack thereof) of different hardball strategies.
Studying past successes and failures helps refine future approaches.

H2: The Future of Hardball Politics in the Digital Age

The digital age has fundamentally transformed the political landscape, creating new avenues for
hardball tactics. Social media, with its ability to spread information (and misinformation) rapidly,
presents both opportunities and challenges. The rise of targeted advertising, online smear
campaigns, and the spread of "fake news" highlights the evolving nature of political maneuvering in
the digital sphere.

Conclusion:

Understanding "hardball" is vital to navigating the complexities of the political world. While some
strategies push ethical boundaries, they are nonetheless integral to the process. By recognizing the
tactics employed, we can become more informed and discerning citizens, better equipped to assess
the motivations and actions of those vying for power. Analyzing the techniques and ethical
implications of hardball politics empowers us to engage more critically with the political landscape.

FAQs:

1. Is all hardball politics unethical? No. Aggressive campaigning isn't inherently unethical. The line
is crossed when tactics become deceitful, manipulative, or intentionally spread misinformation.



2. How can I protect myself from manipulative political messaging? Develop media literacy skills.
Critically evaluate information sources, look for corroboration, and be aware of potential bias.

3. What role does money play in hardball politics? Funding is crucial for running effective
campaigns, allowing for more extensive outreach, advertising, and skilled staff.

4. Can hardball politics ever be positive? While often negative, hardball can sometimes expose
corruption or force important conversations about crucial issues.

5. What are some examples of successful hardball campaigns? While specific examples are
subjective, campaigns that effectively framed debates and used impactful messaging to sway public
opinion can be considered successful, even if employing aggressive tactics. However, "success"
should always be weighed against ethical considerations.

  hardball how politics is played: Summary: Hardball BusinessNews Publishing,, 2017-01-30
The must-read summary of Chris Matthews's book: “Hardball: How Politics Is Played Told By One
Who Knows Game”. This complete summary of Hardball by Chris Matthews, a well-known American
political commentator and media personality, outlines his insight into the game of politics and the
practical methods used by politicians. He tells anecdotes of the brutal rivalry and outrageous
self-interest that can be found within political circles. Added-value of this summary: • Save time •
Understand the insider information on the world of politics • Expand your knowledge of American
politics To learn more, read Hardball and discover the lengths politicians will go to for the
advancement of their careers.
  hardball how politics is played: Hardball Chris Matthews, 1999-11-02 How politics is played
by one who knows the game... Chris Matthews has spent a quarter century on the playing field of
American politics—from right-hand man of Speaker of the House Tip O'Neill to host of NBC's highest
rated cable talk show Hardball. In this revised and updated edition of his political classic, he offers
fascinating new stories of raw ambition, brutal rivalry, and exquisite seduction and reveals the
inside rules that govern the game of power.
  hardball how politics is played: Hardball Christopher Matthews, 1989
  hardball how politics is played: Hardball George Stalk, Robert Lachenauer, John Butman,
2004 Classic Strategies for Unapologetic Winners “It” is a strategy so powerful and an
execution-driven mind-set so relentless that companies use it to gain more than just competitive
advantage ¿ they achieve an industry dominance that is virtually unassailable and that competitors
often try to explain away as unfair. In their “hardball manifesto,” authors George Stalk and Rob
Lachenauer of the leading strategy consulting firm The Boston Consulting Group show how hardball
competitors can build or maintain an enviable competitive edge by pursuing one or more of the
classic “hardball strategies”: unleash massive and overwhelming force, exploit anomalies, devastate
profit sanctuaries, raise competitors’ costs, and break compromises. Based on twenty-five years of
experience advising and observing a range of companies, the authors argue that hardball
competitors can gain extreme competitive advantage ¿ neutralizing, marginalizing, or even
destroying competitors ¿ without violating their contracts with customers or employees, and without
breaking the rules. A clear-eyed paean to the timeless strategies that have driven the world’s
winning companies, Hardball Strategy redefines and reinterprets the meaning of competition for a
new generation of business players.
  hardball how politics is played: Hardball Christopher Matthews, 1988 Matthews--former
Senate aide, speech-writer for President Carter, and senior aide to Speaker of the House Tip
O'Neill--delivers a tough, funny insider's tell-all revelation of how politicians really deal with the
hardball game.
  hardball how politics is played: This Country Chris Matthews, 2021-06 The former host of



MSNBC's Hardball with Chris Matthews offers a panoramic portrait of post-World War II American
politics through the story of his extraordinary life and career
  hardball how politics is played: Hardball for Women Pat Heim, Tammy Hughes, Susan K.
Golant, 2015-03-31 The bestselling guide fully updated for the post-Lean In era For nearly two
decades, Hardball for Women has shown women how to get ahead in the business world. Whether
the arena is a law firm, a medical group, a tech company, or any other work environment, Hardball
for Women decodes male business culture and shows women how to break patterns of behavior that
put them at a disadvantage. It explains how to get results when you “lean in” without being thrown
off balance. Illustrated with real-life examples Hardball for Women teaches women how to:
Successfully navigate middle management to become a leader in your field Be assertive without
being obnoxious Display confidence Engage in smart self-promotion Lead both men and women—and
recognize the differences between them Use “power talk” language to your advantage
  hardball how politics is played: Hardball Daniel Coyle, 1993 With frankness and poignancy,
he tells of the team's joys, losses, and small but essential victories, and of the neophyte coaches
whose role moves haltingly from teaching baseball to being big brothers, disciplinarians and
ultimately friends.
  hardball how politics is played: Hardball Sara Paretsky, 2009-09-22 Chicago politics—past,
present, and future—take center stage in this complex and compelling V.I. Warshawki novel from
New York Times bestselling author Sara Peretsky. Tracking down missing persons is part of V.I.
Warshawski’s job. But Lamont Gadsden has been missing for more than forty years—last seen
heading out into the 1967 blizzard, in the midst of Chicago’s racial unrest. V.I. figured the search
would be futile. She didn’t realize it would be lethal...or lead to troubling discoveries about her own
family. And when her young cousin Petra disappears, an angry preacher, a jailed gangbanger, and
politics from both past and present interconnect—and plunge V.I. into a mystery as unsettling as the
’60s themselves. A New York Times Notable Crime Book of the Year One of NPR’s Top Five Crime
Novels of the Year
  hardball how politics is played: Tip and the Gipper Chris Matthews, 2013-10-01 The New
York Times bestseller about the historic dealings between Ronald Reagan and Tip O’Neill—“A
superb tribute to the neglected art of compromise” (Daily News (New York)). Tip and the Gipper is
an “entertaining and insightful” (The Wall Street Journal) history of a time when two great political
opponents served together for the benefit of the country. Chris Matthews was an eyewitness to this
story as top aide to Speaker of the House Tip O’Neill, who waged a principled war of political ideals
with President Ronald Reagan from 1980 to 1986. Together, the two men became one of history’s
most celebrated political pairings—the epitome of how ideological opposites can get things done.
When Reagan was elected to the presidency in a landslide victory over Jimmy Carter, Speaker
O’Neill was thrust into the national spotlight as the highest-ranking leader of the Democratic
Party—the most visible and respected challenger to President Reagan’s agenda of cutting the size of
government programs and lowering tax rates. Together, the two leaders fought over the major
issues of the day—welfare, taxes, covert military operations, and social security—but found their way
to agreements that reformed taxes, saved Social Security, and, their common cause, set a course
toward peace in Northern Ireland. Through it all they maintained respect for each other’s positions
and worked to advance the country rather than obstruct progress. At the time of congressional
gridlock, Tip and the Gipper stands as model behavior worthy of study by journalists, academics, and
students of the political process for years to come. “This book is an invitation to join Tip and the
Gipper in tall tales about how grand it was in the old country” (The Washington Post).
  hardball how politics is played: When Women Played Hardball Johnson, 1994-03-18 Briefly
traces the history of professional women's baseball, and offers profiles of seven players
  hardball how politics is played: The Oxford Dictionary of American Political Slang Grant
Barrett, 2006-06-08 Here is a wonderful Baedeker to down-and-dirty politics--more than six hundred
slang terms straight from the smoke-filled rooms of American political speech. Hatchet Jobs and
Hardball: The Oxford Dictionary of American Political Slang illuminates a rich and colorful segment



of our language. Readers will find informative entries on slang terms such as Beltway bandit and
boondoggle, angry white male and leg treasurer, juice bill and Joe Citizen, banana superpower and
the Big Fix. We find not only the meaning and history of familiar terms such as gerrymander, but
also of lesser-known terms such as cracking (splitting a bloc of like-minded voters by redistricting)
and fair-fight district (which refers to areas redistricted to favor no political party). Each entry
includes the definition of the word, its historical background, and illuminating citations, some going
back more than 200 years. (We learn, for instance, that a term as seemingly current as political
football actually dates back to before the Civil War.) Selected entries will have extended
encyclopedic notes. The book also features sidebar essays on topics such as political words in
Blogistan; a short history of big cheese; all about chads and the 2000 election; the suffix -gate and
all the related Watergate terms; and the naming of legislation. Political junkies, policy wonks,
journalists, and word lovers will find this book addictive reading as well as a reliable guide to one of
the more colorful corners of American English.
  hardball how politics is played: Jack Kennedy Chris Matthews, 2011 Based on interviews with
some of his closest associates, a portrait of the thirty-fifth president discusses his privileged
childhood, military service, struggles with a life-threatening disease, and career in politics.
  hardball how politics is played: Hard Ball James P. Quirk, Rodney D. Fort, 2010-01-10 What
can possibly account for the strange state of affairs in professional sports today? There are
billionaire owners and millionaire players, but both groups are constantly squabbling over money.
Many pro teams appear to be virtual cash machines, generating astronomical annual revenues, but
their owners seem willing to uproot them and move to any city willing to promise increased profits.
At the same time, mayors continue to cook up sweetheart deals that lavish benefits on wealthy teams
while imposing crushing financial hardships on cities that are already strapped with debt. To fans
today, professional sports teams often look more like professional extortionists. In Hard Ball, James
Quirk and Rodney Fort take on a daunting challenge: explaining exactly how things have gotten to
this point and proposing a way out. Both authors are professional economists who specialize in the
economics of sports. Their previous book, Pay Dirt: The Business of Professional Team Sports, is
widely acknowledged as the Bible of sports economics. Here, however, they are writing for sports
fans who are trying to make sense out of the perplexing world of pro team sports. It is not money, in
itself, that is the cause of today's problems, they assert. In fact, the real problem stems from one
simple fact: pro sports are monopolies that are fully sanctioned by the U.S. government. Eliminate
the monopolies, say Quirk and Fort, and all problems can be solved. If the monopolies are allowed to
persist, so will today's woes. The authors discuss all four major pro team sports: baseball, football,
basketball, and hockey. Hard Ball is filled with anecdotes, case studies, and factual information that
are brought together here for the first time. Quirk and Fort devote chapters to the main protagonists
in the pro sports saga--media, unions, players, owners, politicians, and leagues--before they offer
their own prescription for correcting the ills that afflict sports today. The result is an engaging and
persuasive book that is sure to be widely read, cited, and debated. It is essential reading for every
fan.
  hardball how politics is played: Hardball Steven Barwin, 2014-10-01 Baseball season has
begun for the South Coast Sharks. As a senior, Griffin has college in his sights and plans to land
himself a baseball scholarship. His determination causes him to turn a blind eye to the hazing of new
players by the team captain, Wade. But when Griffin senses that his cousin Carson is getting the
brunt of Wade’s aggression, Griffin finally stands up to him. Soon after, steroids are found in
Carson’s locker, and he’s kicked off the team. Can Griffin stop Wade’s reign of terror, prove his
cousin’s innocence and still stay on track with his baseball dreams?
  hardball how politics is played: Stakeholder Politics Robert Boutilier, 2017-09-08 The war
is over. The largest corporations in the world are now committed to sustainability. But, behind the
public relations gloss, corporate executives and managers are perplexed. The majority of them have
a genuine desire to work in an ethical and sustainable manner. Yet, when they engage with their
stakeholders for that purpose, they unexpectedly encounter a world of hardball politics full of hostile



activists, self-interested elites and unpredictable attacks. Unfortunately, corporate management is
too often unskilled in this rough-and-tumble world. While managers rely on facts and rational
analysis, their self-appointed critics have mastered the arts of political discourse, issue framing and
media manipulation. At the same time, as corporations extend their global reach, their third-world
stakeholder communities are beset with a variety of poverty-maintaining and
sustainability-thwarting conditions. In many parts of the world, communities suffer from entrenched
divisions, exclusion from power, unpredictable violence and economic dependency. In order to both
reduce reputational risk and to contribute to sustainable development, companies need the
equivalent of roadmaps of the socio-political terrain in their stakeholder networks.This book moves
on to next challenge of giving companies what they need now: namely, how to guides addressing the
twin problems of firstly maintaining political legitimacy (talking the talk), and, secondly, promoting
sustainable development (walking the walk). They need to learn how to both play stakeholder
politics and collaborate with stakeholders towards sustainability goals. Most companies have already
encountered or anticipated the barriers that this book addresses, and managers will recognize the
dilemmas described.Stakeholder Politics is the first book to offer a method for classifying and
dealing with these socio-political problems.The book presents a typology of stakeholder networks
that will help managers and community leaders identify and improve the social capital patterns in
their own networks. Once they know what patterns they have, they can move their networks towards
those that foster sustainable community development. The author describes vivid cases in which
managers and community stakeholders have already used the approach successfully. At the same
time, managers get handy tools for predicting and avoiding community-level socio-political risk
around stakeholder issues: most notably, the Stakeholder 360 which has been successfully used in
Canada and Australia with large groups of managers learning about stakeholder engagement.The
book has been written for an audience of both managers and academics. Those working in
developing countries with difficult stakeholder issues will find it indispensable.
  hardball how politics is played: How Democracies Die Steven Levitsky, Daniel Ziblatt,
2019-01-08 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “Comprehensive, enlightening, and terrifyingly
timely.”—The New York Times Book Review (Editors' Choice) WINNER OF THE GOLDSMITH BOOK
PRIZE • SHORTLISTED FOR THE LIONEL GELBER PRIZE • NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS
OF THE YEAR BY The Washington Post • Time • Foreign Affairs • WBUR • Paste Donald Trump’s
presidency has raised a question that many of us never thought we’d be asking: Is our democracy in
danger? Harvard professors Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt have spent more than twenty years
studying the breakdown of democracies in Europe and Latin America, and they believe the answer is
yes. Democracy no longer ends with a bang—in a revolution or military coup—but with a whimper:
the slow, steady weakening of critical institutions, such as the judiciary and the press, and the
gradual erosion of long-standing political norms. The good news is that there are several exit ramps
on the road to authoritarianism. The bad news is that, by electing Trump, we have already passed
the first one. Drawing on decades of research and a wide range of historical and global examples,
from 1930s Europe to contemporary Hungary, Turkey, and Venezuela, to the American South during
Jim Crow, Levitsky and Ziblatt show how democracies die—and how ours can be saved. Praise for
How Democracies Die “What we desperately need is a sober, dispassionate look at the current state
of affairs. Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt, two of the most respected scholars in the field of
democracy studies, offer just that.”—The Washington Post “Where Levitsky and Ziblatt make their
mark is in weaving together political science and historical analysis of both domestic and
international democratic crises; in doing so, they expand the conversation beyond Trump and before
him, to other countries and to the deep structure of American democracy and politics.”—Ezra Klein,
Vox “If you only read one book for the rest of the year, read How Democracies Die. . . .This is not a
book for just Democrats or Republicans. It is a book for all Americans. It is nonpartisan. It is fact
based. It is deeply rooted in history. . . . The best commentary on our politics, no contest.”—Michael
Morrell, former Acting Director of the Central Intelligence Agency (via Twitter) “A smart and deeply
informed book about the ways in which democracy is being undermined in dozens of countries



around the world, and in ways that are perfectly legal.”—Fareed Zakaria, CNN
  hardball how politics is played: Beyond Ideology Frances E. Lee, 2009-12-15 The
congressional agenda, Frances Lee contends, includes many issues about which liberals and
conservatives generally agree. Even over these matters, though, Democratic and Republican
senators tend to fight with each other. What explains this discord? Beyond Ideology argues that
many partisan battles are rooted in competition for power rather than disagreement over the
rightful role of government. The first book to systematically distinguish Senate disputes centering on
ideological questions from the large proportion of them that do not, this volume foregrounds the role
of power struggle in partisan conflict. Presidential leadership, for example, inherently polarizes
legislators who can influence public opinion of the president and his party by how they handle his
agenda. Senators also exploit good government measures and floor debate to embarrass opponents
and burnish their own party’s image—even when the issues involved are broadly supported or
low-stakes. Moreover, Lee contends, the congressional agenda itself amplifies conflict by
increasingly focusing on issues that reliably differentiate the parties. With the new president
pledging to stem the tide of partisan polarization, Beyond Ideology provides a timely taxonomy of
exactly what stands in his way.
  hardball how politics is played: Ardent Spirits Reynolds Price, 2009-05-12 Award-winning
novelist Reynolds Price provides “the best of his winning lot” (Dwight Garner, The New York Times)
of memoirs—a vivid portrait of his life in the mid-1950s leading up to the publication of his brilliant
first novel A Long and Happy Life. After two earlier autobiographical works—Clear Pictures and A
Whole New Life—acclaimed writer Reynolds Price offers a full account of his life from the mid-1950s
to the publication of his first novel in 1962. Oxford University and Britain—which had scarcely
recovered from the severe demands of World War II—were places of enormous vitality for Price,
both academic and personal. From spotting J. R. R. Tolkien on the street in Oxford to intimate
dinners with W. H. Auden and Stephen Spender, young Price was welcomed into the company of the
most respected intellectual and artistic circles. Fully entrenched in the culture of his era, Price
unfailingly makes clear the connections between his experience and the great tradition of world
literature. In lucid and frequently witty prose, Price offers full access to six years in the early
adulthood of a rich life—“a gallery of portraits and sexual discovery” (The Weekly Standard ) and
part of the great train of human accomplishment in which Price so ardently believed.
  hardball how politics is played: This Town Mark Leibovich, 2013-07-16 The #1 New York
Times bestseller! Washington D.C. might be loathed from every corner of the nation, yet these are
fun and busy days at this nexus of big politics, big money, big media, and big vanity. There are no
Democrats and Republicans anymore in the nation's capital, just millionaires. Through the eyes of
Leibovich we discover how the funeral for a beloved newsman becomes the social event of the year;
how political reporters are fetishized for their ability to get their names into the predawn e-mail sent
out by the city's most powerful and puzzled-over journalist; how a disgraced Hill aide can overcome
ignominy and maybe emerge with a more potent brand than many elected members of Congress.
And how an administration bent on changing Washington can be sucked into the ways of This Town
with the same ease with which Tea Party insurgents can, once elected, settle into it like a warm
bath. Outrageous, fascinating, and very necessary, This Town is a must-read whether you're inside
the highway which encircles DC - or just trying to get there.
  hardball how politics is played: His Very Best Jonathan Alter, 2021-09-21 “Drawing on fresh
archival material and extensive access to Carter and his family, New York Times bestselling author
Jonathan Alter tells the epic story of a man of faith and his improbable journey from barefoot boy in
the vicious Jim Crow South to global icon. We learn how Carter evolved from a timid child into an
ambitious naval nuclear engineer and an indefatigable born-again governor; how as a president he
failed politically amid the bad economy of the 1970s and the seizure of hostages in Iran but
succeeded in engineering peace between Israel and Egypt, amassing a historic environmental
record, moving the government from tokenism to diversity, setting a new global standard for human
rights, and normalizing relations with China, among dozens of other unheralded achievements. After



leaving office, Carter revolutionized the postpresidency with the bold global accomplishments of the
Carter center”--Cover.
  hardball how politics is played: Commander in Cheat Rick Reilly, 2019-04-02 NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER Reilly pokes more holes in Trump's claims than there are sand traps on all of
his courses combined. It is by turns amusing and alarming.-- The New Yorker Golf is the spine of this
shocking, wildly humorous book, but humanity is its flesh and spirit. -- Chicago Sun-Times Every one
of Trump's most disgusting qualities surfaces in golf. -- The Ringer An outrageous indictment of
Donald Trump's appalling behavior when it comes to golf -- on and off the green -- and what it
reveals about his character. Donald Trump loves golf. He loves to play it, buy it, build it, and operate
it. He owns 14 courses around the world and runs another five, all of which he insists are the best on
the planet. He also claims he's a 3 handicap, almost never loses, and has won an astonishing 18 club
championships. How much of all that is true? Almost none of it, acclaimed sportswriter Rick Reilly
reveals in this unsparing look at Trump in the world of golf. Based on Reilly's own experiences with
Trump as well as interviews with over 100 golf pros, amateurs, developers, and caddies, Commander
in Cheat is a startling and at times hilarious indictment of Trump and his golf game. You'll learn how
Trump cheats (sometimes with the help of his caddies and Secret Service agents), lies about his
scores (the Trump Bump), tells whoppers about the rank of his courses and their worth (declaring
that every one of them is worth $50 million), and tramples the etiquette of the game (driving on
greens doesn't help). Trump doesn't brag so much, though, about the golf contractors he stiffs, the
course neighbors he intimidates, or the way his golf decisions wind up infecting his political ones.
For Trump, it's always about winning. To do it, he uses the tricks he picked up from the hustlers at
the public course where he learned the game as a college kid, and then polished as one of the most
bombastic businessmen of our time. As Reilly writes, Golf is like bicycle shorts. It reveals a lot about
a man. Commander in Cheat paints a side-splitting portrait of a congenital cheater (Esquire),
revealing all kinds of unsightly truths Trump has been hiding.
  hardball how politics is played: The Way to Win Mark Halperin, John F. Harris, 2006-10-03 In
The Way to Win, two of the country’s most accomplished political reporters explain what separates
the victors from the victims in the unforgiving environment of modern presidential campaigns. Mark
Halperin, political director of ABC News, and John F. Harris, the national politics editor of The
Washington Post, tell the story of how two families–the Bushes and the Clintons–have held the White
House for nearly a generation and examine Hillary Clinton’s prospects for extending this record in
2008. Based on years of research, including private campaign memos and White House
communications, The Way to Win reveals the surprising details of how the Bushes and Clintons have
closely studied each the other’s successes and failures and used these lessons to shape their own
strategies for winning elections and wielding power. In the case of George W. Bush, the strategic
genius is Karl C. Rove, arguably the most influential White House aide in history. For the first time,
Halperin and Harris cut through the myths and controversies surrounding Rove to illuminate in
brilliant, behind-the-scenes detail what he actually does–his Trade Secrets for winning elections. In
the case of the Clintons, the chief strategist is Bill Clinton himself. Drawing on their fifteen years
reporting on and interviewing him, Halperin and Harris deconstruct and decipher the Clinton style,
identifying the methods that all candidates can use in their pursuit of the White House. The Way to
Win takes a lively and irreverent approach, but Halperin and Harris also show the disturbing ways
that American politics has become a Freak Show–their name for a political culture that provides
incentives for candidates, activists, interest groups, and the news media to emphasize ideological
extremism and personal attack. For the first time, Halperin and Harris describe how Freak Show
campaigns orchestrated by the likes of Internet pioneer Matt Drudge forced Al Gore and John Kerry
to lose control of their public images (with considerable help from the candidates’ own ineptitude)
and lose the White House. On the brink of what will be one of the most intense, most exciting
presidential elections in American history, The Way to Win is the book that armchair political junkies
have been waiting for. Filled with peerless analysis and eye-opening revelations from the trenches, it
is a must read for everyone who follows American politics.



  hardball how politics is played: Hardball Religion Wade Burleson, 2009 In November 2005,
the International Mission Board of the Southern baptist Convention passed two policies: 1) that
missionaries desiring to be appointed by the IMB be baptized in a Southern Baptist church; and 2)
that prospective missionaries be disqualified from service if they used a private prayer language.
Wade Burleson, a trustee of the IMB at the time, questioned the policies. Were they necessary? Were
they scripturally sound? Were they in line with the 2000 Baptist Faith Message?
  hardball how politics is played: The MVP Machine Ben Lindbergh, Travis Sawchik,
2019-06-04 Move over, Moneyball -- this New York Times bestseller examines major league
baseball's next cutting-edge revolution: the high-tech quest to build better players. As bestselling
authors Ben Lindbergh and Travis Sawchik reveal in The MVP Machine, the Moneyball era is over.
Fifteen years after Michael Lewis brought the Oakland Athletics' groundbreaking team-building
strategies to light, every front office takes a data-driven approach to evaluating players, and the
league's smarter teams no longer have a huge advantage in valuing past performance. Lindbergh
and Sawchik's behind-the-scenes reporting reveals: How undersized afterthoughts José Altuve and
Mookie Betts became big sluggers and MVPs How polarizing pitcher Trevor Bauer made himself a
Cy Young contender How new analytical tools have overturned traditional pitching and hitting
techniques How a wave of young talent is making MLB both better than ever and arguably worse to
watch Instead of out-drafting, out-signing, and out-trading their rivals, baseball's best minds have
turned to out-developing opponents, gaining greater edges than ever by perfecting prospects and
eking extra runs out of older athletes who were once written off. Lindbergh and Sawchik take us
inside the transformation of former fringe hitters into home-run kings, show how washed-up pitchers
have emerged as aces, and document how coaching and scouting are being turned upside down. The
MVP Machine charts the future of a sport and offers a lesson that goes beyond baseball: Success
stems not from focusing on finished products, but from making the most of untapped potential.
  hardball how politics is played: Playing Hardball Paul S. Herrnson, 2001 Drawn from
cutting-edge research by leading scholars in the field, this book focuses on the major obstacles
politicians must confront when competing in congressional elections. The book examines candidate
emergence strategy and targeting, fund-raising guidelines, negative advertising and voter
mobilization. It provides readers with a manageable perspective on congressional elections and
real-life American politics, enhancing readers' ability to make the connections between the theory
and practice of politics. The essays address the campaign process and decision-making, the
candidates, campaign finances, campaign staff and voter communication techniques. For individuals
interested in the election process and political campaigning.
  hardball how politics is played: Cold Anger Mary Beth Rogers, 1990 Considering the
importance which Latinos will have on American culture and politics in the 21st century, very little
of a nonscholarly nature has been written about them. Rogers fills the gap somewhat with this
journalistic biography of Ernesto Cortes,a grass-roots leader who teaches Latinos how to use the
political system. A man who combines religion and secular ideology, Cortes is doing for the Latino
communities nationally what Jesse Jackson did in Chicago a decade earlier. The book effectively
captures the flavor of the movement in small, rural locales and in major urban centers, conveying
Cortes's ideology and energy, as well as the issues close to the Latino heart. A welcome look at
minority politics in the 1990s.
  hardball how politics is played: Summary: Hardball Businessnews Publishing, 2017-01-30
The must-read summary of Chris Matthews's book: Hardball: How Politics Is Played Told By One
Who Knows Game. This complete summary of Hardball by Chris Matthews, a well-known American
political commentator and media personality, outlines his insight into the game of politics and the
practical methods used by politicians. He tells anecdotes of the brutal rivalry and outrageous
self-interest that can be found within political circles. Added-value of this summary: - Save time -
Understand the insider information on the world of politics - Expand your knowledge of American
politics To learn more, read Hardball and discover the lengths politicians will go to for the
advancement of their careers.



  hardball how politics is played: Bobby Kennedy Chris Matthews, 2017-10-31 In Chris
Matthews’s New York Times bestselling portrait of Robert F. Kennedy, “Readers witness the
evolution of Kennedy’s soul. Through tragedy after tragedy we find the man humanized” (Associated
Press). With his bestselling biography Jack Kennedy, Chris Matthews profiled of one of America’s
most beloved Presidents and the patriotic spirit that defined him. Now, with Bobby Kennedy,
Matthews provides “insight into [Bobby’s] spirit and what drove him to greatness” (New York
Journal of Books) in his gripping, in-depth, behind-the-scenes look at one of the great figures of the
American twentieth century. Overlooked by his father, and overshadowed by his war-hero brother,
Bobby Kennedy was a perpetual underdog. When he had the chance to become a naval officer like
his older brother, Bobby turned it down, choosing instead to join the Navy as a common sailor. It
was a life-changing experience that led him to connect with voters from all walks of life: young and
old, black and white, rich and poor. They were the people who turned out for him in his 1968
campaign. RFK would prove himself to be the rarest of politicians—both a pragmatist who knew how
to get the job done and an unwavering idealist who could inspire millions. Drawing on extensive
research and interviews, Matthews pulls back the curtain on the private world of Robert Francis
Kennedy. Matthew illuminates the important moments of his life: from his early years and his start in
politics, to his crucial role as attorney general in his brother’s administration and, finally, his tragic
run for president. This definitive book brings Bobby Kennedy to life like never before.
  hardball how politics is played: The Boys on the Bus Timothy Crouse, 2013-06-26 Cheap
booze. Flying fleshpots. Lack of sleep. Endless spin. Lying pols. Just a few of the snares lying in wait
for the reporters who covered the 1972 presidential election. Traveling with the press pack from the
June primaries to the big night in November, Rolling Stone reporter Timothy Crouse hopscotched
the country with both the Nixon and McGovern campaigns and witnessed the birth of modern
campaign journalism. The Boys on the Bus is the raucous story of how American news got to be what
it is today. With its verve, wit, and psychological acumen, it is a classic of American reporting.
NOTE: This edition does not include photographs.
  hardball how politics is played: The Innocent Have Nothing to Fear Stuart Stevens,
2017-10-17 It’s election season, and this year New Orleans—hot, sticky, squalid—is hosting the
Republican National Convention. J. D. Callahan is a political operative backing an unpopular centrist
candidate, the sitting vice president, Hilda Smith. Enter Armstrong George, a “dangerous lunatic” of
a populist rival whose appearance on the scene has split the convention. The Republican party is in
disarray—but this is only the beginning. Bomb scares, corrupt politicians, and a sexy, gun-toting
gossip columnist all conspire to derail J. D.’s plans—and possibly the convention itself. The Innocent
Have Nothing to Fear is a biting, hilarious satire of political culture from one of our savviest writers
on the subject.
  hardball how politics is played: Kennedy & Nixon Chris Matthews, 2011-11-01 In this
compelling, smart, and well-researched dual biography, Chris Matthews shows how the contest
between the charismatic John F. Kennedy and the talented yet haunted Richard Nixon propelled
America toward Vietnam and Watergate. John F. Kennedy and Richard Nixon each dreamed of
becoming the great young leader of their age. First as friends, then as bitter enemies, they were
linked by a historic rivalry that changed both them and their country. Fresh, entertaining, and
revealing, Kennedy & Nixon reveals that the early fondness between the two men—Kennedy, for
example, told a trusted friend that if he didn’t receive the Democratic nomination in 1960, he would
vote for Nixon—degenerated into distrust and bitterness. Using White House tapes, this book
exposes Richard Nixon’s dread of a Kennedy “restoration” in 1972 drove the dark deeds of
Watergate. Matthews tells his stories well, and Americans have a seemingly bottomless need to have
these stories retold (The New York Times Book Review).
  hardball how politics is played: Baseball Between the Numbers Jonah Keri, Baseball
Prospectus, 2007-02-27 In the numbers-obsessed sport of baseball, statistics don't merely record
what players, managers, and owners have done. Properly understood, they can tell us how the teams
we root for could employ better strategies, put more effective players on the field, and win more



games. The revolution in baseball statistics that began in the 1970s is a controversial subject that
professionals and fans alike argue over without end. Despite this fundamental change in the way we
watch and understand the sport, no one has written the book that reveals, across every area of
strategy and management, how the best practitioners of statistical analysis in baseball-people like
Bill James, Billy Beane, and Theo Epstein-think about numbers and the game. Baseball Between the
Numbers is that book. In separate chapters covering every aspect of the game, from hitting,
pitching, and fielding to roster construction and the scouting and drafting of players, the experts at
Baseball Prospectus examine the subtle, hidden aspects of the game, bring them out into the open,
and show us how our favorite teams could win more games. This is a book that every fan, every
follower of sports radio, every fantasy player, every coach, and every player, at every level, can learn
from and enjoy.
  hardball how politics is played: The Man Who Ran Washington Peter Baker, Susan Glasser,
2020-09-29 BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR: The New York Times • The Washington Post • Fortune •
Bloomberg From two of America's most revered political journalists comes the definitive biography
of legendary White House chief of staff and secretary of state James A. Baker III: the man who ran
Washington when Washington ran the world. For a quarter-century, from the end of Watergate to
the aftermath of the Cold War, no Republican won the presidency without his help or ran the White
House without his advice. James Addison Baker III was the indispensable man for four presidents
because he understood better than anyone how to make Washington work at a time when America
was shaping events around the world. The Man Who Ran Washington is a page-turning portrait of a
power broker who influenced America's destiny for generations. A scion of Texas aristocracy who
became George H. W. Bush's best friend on the tennis courts of the Houston Country Club, Baker
had never even worked in Washington until a devastating family tragedy struck when he was
thirty-nine. Within a few years, he was leading Gerald Ford's campaign and would go on to manage a
total of five presidential races and win a sixth for George W. Bush in a Florida recount. He ran
Ronald Reagan's White House and became the most consequential secretary of state since Henry
Kissinger. He negotiated with Democrats at home and Soviets abroad, rewrote the tax code,
assembled the coalition that won the Gulf War, brokered the reunification of Germany and helped
bring a decades-long nuclear superpower standoff to an end. Ruthlessly partisan during campaign
season, Baker governed as the avatar of pragmatism over purity and deal-making over division, a
lost art in today's fractured nation. His story is a case study in the acquisition, exercise, and
preservation of power in late twentieth-century America and the story of Washington and the world
in the modern era--how it once worked and how it has transformed into an era of gridlock and
polarization. This masterly biography by two brilliant observers of the American political scene is
destined to become a classic.
  hardball how politics is played: American Chris Matthews, 2003-11-03 A New York Times and
Washington Post bestseller, American is an exuberant look at the spirit that makes us who we are,
from one of America's top political commentators.
  hardball how politics is played: It's Time to Fight Dirty David Faris, 2018-04-10 An
accessible, actionable blueprint for how Democrats can build lasting, durable change—without
having to amend the Constitution. “American democracy could disappear altogether within our own
lifetimes. Everyone who wants to avoid that catastrophe must read his book.​” —Guardian The
American electoral system is clearly falling apart—more than one recent presidential race has
resulted in the clear winner of the popular vote losing the electoral college vote, and Trump’s refusal
to concede in 2020 broke with all precedents…at least for now. Practical solutions need to be
implemented as soon as possible. And so in It’s Time to Fight Dirty, political scientist David Faris
outlines accessible, actionable strategies for American institutional reform which don’t require a
constitutional amendment, and would have a lasting impact on our future. With equal amounts of
playful irreverence and persuasive reasoning, Faris describes how the Constitution’s deep
democratic flaws constantly put progressives at a disadvantage, and lays out strategies for “fighting
dirty” though obstructionism and procedural warfare: establishing statehood for DC and Puerto



Rico; breaking California into several states; creating a larger House of Representatives; passing a
new voting rights act; and expanding the Supreme Court. The Constitution may be the world’s most
difficult document to amend, but Faris argues that many of America’s democratic failures can be
fixed within its rigid confines—and, at a time when the stakes have never been higher, he outlines a
path for long-term, progressive change in the United States so that the electoral gains of 2020 aren’t
lost again.
  hardball how politics is played: Fire Sale Sara Paretsky, 2006-07-05 THE NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER “Takes off with a bang—literally...V. I. remains a paragon among PIs, and Fire Sale is
one of Paretsky’s best books yet.”—St. Louis Post-Dispatch A conscience can weigh a PI down more
than the heaviest firearm—and get her into more trouble too. It’s that nagging conscience that
makes V. I. Warshawski agree to fill in as coach for the girls’ basketball team at her South Chicago
alma mater—which in turn leads her to the headquarters of By-Smart, the global retail empire where
V. I. hopes to get some desperately needed funds for the struggling squad. But conscience seems to
be in short supply at By-Smart...with the exception of Billy Bysen, the earnest teenage grandson of
the chain’s gruff, tightfisted founder. And when Billy disappears—along with a mysterious document
much desired by By-Smart’s management team—V. I. is hurled onto a twisted, body-strewn path that
runs through Chicago’s dirtiest places and reveals some of its dirtiest secrets...
  hardball how politics is played: News W. Lance Bennett, 1995
  hardball how politics is played: Game Change John Heilemann, Mark Halperin, 2010-02-09
The gripping inside story of the 2008 presidential election, by two of the best political reporters in
the country. “It’s one of the best books on politics of any kind I’ve read. For entertainment value, I
put it up there with Catch 22.” —The Financial Times “It transports you to a parallel universe in
which everything in the National Enquirer is true….More interesting is what we learn about the
candidates themselves: their frailties, egos and almost super-human stamina.” —The Financial Times
“I can’t put down this book!” —Stephen Colbert Game Change is the New York Times bestselling
story of the 2008 presidential election, by John Heilemann and Mark Halperin, two of the best
political reporters in the country. In the spirit of Richard Ben Cramer’s What It Takes and Theodore
H. White’s The Making of the President 1960, this classic campaign trail book tells the defining story
of a new era in American politics, going deeper behind the scenes of the Obama/Biden and
McCain/Palin campaigns than any other account of the historic 2008 election.
  hardball how politics is played: America, We Need to Talk Joel Berg, 2017-02-21 How did
we get here, America? How did our relationship get so broken? And where do we go now? Starting
with the premise that Americans' most important relationship is with their nation, Joel Berg’s second
book, America We Need to Talk: A Self-Help Book for the Nation, makes a case for how we must
both stop blaming the nation’s problems solely on “the politicians” or “the system” and take personal
responsibility to solve them. Written as both a hilarious parody of relationship and self-help books
and a deadly serious analysis of the nation's political and economic dysfunction, the book dissects
how Donald Trump and other Republicans won over white, working-class voters, and includes a
concrete plan to win them back, and well as a broader roadmap for reducing poverty, bolstering the
middle class, and powering an overall progressive resurgence. As an acclaimed author, a frequent
voice in the national media, and the outspoken CEO of the nonprofit group Hunger Free America,
Joel Berg is a respected international leader in the fields of hunger, poverty, food, and US politics.
Through his biting critique, clear-headed prescriptions, and amusing charts—this book shows how
average Joes and Janes can channel their anger at our hobbled government into concrete actions
that will fix our democracy, make our economy work for everyone, and restore our stature in the
world as a beacon of freedom, diversity, and hope. The American people are in it for the long haul,
and, as in all relationships, both sides must recognize their issues and work together to fix them.
This book will do more than offer comfort for sobbing progressives—it will show the path to
redemption.
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