
europe and japan in ruins
europe and japan in ruins is a phrase that captures the unprecedented
devastation experienced by these regions at the end of World War II. This
article explores the widespread destruction that befell both Europe and
Japan, examining the causes, the human and economic toll, and the far-
reaching consequences for global politics and society. We will look at the
physical devastation, the humanitarian crises, the economic collapse, and the
steps taken towards recovery and rebuilding. By understanding how Europe and
Japan faced ruin, we can gain valuable insights into the resilience of
nations, the origins of the modern world order, and the importance of
international cooperation in times of crisis. Dive into a detailed account of
wartime destruction, the aftermath, and the long road to recovery that shaped
the destinies of Europe and Japan.
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Physical Destruction Across Europe and Japan

Widespread Urban Devastation

The scale of destruction in both Europe and Japan following World War II was
unparalleled. Major cities such as Berlin, Warsaw, London, Tokyo, and
Hiroshima were reduced to rubble. In Europe, relentless bombing campaigns,
ground battles, and scorched earth tactics left entire urban landscapes
unrecognizable. Japan suffered catastrophic damage from conventional bombs as
well as the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, which obliterated
entire city centers and led to incalculable loss of life and infrastructure.
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Europe and Japan in Ruins: A Comparative Study
of Post-War Devastation

The devastation wrought by World War II left an
indelible mark on the global landscape. While the
scale and nature of destruction varied across
nations, both Europe and Japan experienced
cataclysmic levels of ruin, impacting their
economies, societies, and physical infrastructure in
profound ways. This post delves into a comparative
analysis of the destruction experienced by these two
vastly different regions, examining the unique
challenges they faced and the remarkable paths to
recovery they ultimately forged. We will explore the
extent of the damage, the immediate aftermath, the
long-term consequences, and the lessons learned from
these unprecedented periods of upheaval.

The Scale of Destruction: A Tale of Two Wars
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Europe: The European theater of World War II
witnessed years of relentless conflict, encompassing
widespread bombing campaigns targeting civilian
populations and infrastructure. Cities like Berlin,
Dresden, and Warsaw were reduced to rubble, their
historical centers decimated. Beyond the bombing,
prolonged occupation, scorched-earth tactics, and
the systematic extermination of millions through the
Holocaust left a legacy of profound human and
societal loss. The war also severely crippled
European industries, agriculture, and transportation
networks, leaving entire countries economically
shattered.

Japan: Japan experienced a different kind of
destruction, largely concentrated in the final
months of the war. The atomic bombings of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki remain unparalleled acts of
destruction, instantly obliterating entire cities
and leaving an enduring legacy of suffering and
long-term health consequences. Beyond the atomic
bombings, conventional bombing campaigns,
particularly during the Battle of Okinawa, also
inflicted significant damage on Japanese cities and
infrastructure. The war's impact extended beyond
physical destruction, leaving a nation
psychologically scarred and facing the profound
challenge of rebuilding a shattered society.

The Immediate Aftermath: Chaos and Survival



Europe: The immediate aftermath in Europe was
characterized by widespread chaos, famine,
displacement, and the breakdown of social order.
Millions were left homeless, reliant on aid from
international organizations and occupying forces.
The physical infrastructure necessary for basic
survival – water, sanitation, and electricity – was
largely absent in many areas. The task of rebuilding
was monumental, hampered by a lack of resources and
the ongoing political instability across the
continent.

Japan: Japan's immediate post-war period was also
marked by immense hardship, with widespread food
shortages, disease, and homelessness. The
destruction of cities and infrastructure, coupled
with the loss of millions of lives, left a society
grappling with trauma and uncertainty. The surrender
to the Allied forces brought an end to hostilities
but initiated a period of profound social and
political transformation under the supervision of
the occupying American forces.

Rebuilding and Recovery: Different Paths to Progress

Europe: Europe's recovery was a complex process,
shaped by the Marshall Plan – a substantial US aid
program that played a pivotal role in reviving
European economies. The formation of the European
Coal and Steel Community, a precursor to the
European Union, fostered economic integration and



cooperation amongst nations. The rebuilding effort,
while arduous, ultimately led to a period of
unprecedented economic growth and the creation of a
more integrated and prosperous Europe.

Japan: Japan’s post-war recovery was equally
remarkable. The American occupation, despite its
controversial aspects, implemented significant
reforms, including land redistribution and the
dismantling of the Zaibatsu (powerful family-
controlled industrial conglomerates). This, coupled
with a focus on education, technological innovation,
and export-oriented industrialization, fuelled a
period of extraordinary economic growth known as the
"Japanese economic miracle."

Long-Term Consequences and Lessons Learned

Both Europe and Japan faced long-term consequences
stemming from the devastation of World War II. These
included lingering societal trauma, environmental
damage, and the ongoing challenges of historical
reconciliation. However, their recovery demonstrated
the resilience of the human spirit and the potential
for rebuilding even from the most profound
destruction. The lessons learned emphasized the
importance of international cooperation, economic
planning, and the prioritization of social welfare
in post-conflict reconstruction efforts.



Conclusion

The destruction experienced by Europe and Japan
during World War II provides a stark reminder of the
devastating consequences of armed conflict. While
the nature and scale of destruction differed, both
regions faced the monumental task of rebuilding
their societies and economies from the ashes of war.
Their remarkable recoveries, though achieved through
different pathways, offer valuable lessons for post-
conflict reconstruction and highlight the enduring
capacity of human societies to overcome even the
most profound adversity. The stories of Europe and
Japan in ruins serve as a powerful testament to
resilience, adaptation, and the enduring human
spirit.

FAQs

1. What was the role of the Marshall Plan in
Europe's recovery? The Marshall Plan provided
substantial financial aid to war-torn European
nations, facilitating their economic reconstruction
and playing a crucial role in their subsequent
economic growth.

2. How did Japan's post-war reforms contribute to
its economic miracle? Reforms implemented during the
American occupation, including land redistribution
and the dismantling of Zaibatsu, created a more



egalitarian and competitive economic environment,
paving the way for rapid industrial growth.

3. What are some of the long-term environmental
consequences of the war in both regions? Both Europe
and Japan faced long-term environmental challenges
including pollution from industrial rebuilding,
damage to natural ecosystems, and the lingering
effects of atomic radiation in Japan.

4. How did the war affect the social fabric of
Europe and Japan? The war profoundly impacted the
social fabric of both regions, leading to widespread
trauma, displacement, and the loss of established
social structures. The process of rebuilding
involved significant social and cultural shifts.

5. What lessons can be learned from the experiences
of Europe and Japan for modern post-conflict
reconstruction efforts? The experiences of Europe
and Japan highlight the importance of international
cooperation, effective economic planning,
prioritizing social welfare, addressing historical
trauma, and fostering sustainable development in
post-conflict reconstruction.

  europe and japan in ruins: In the Ruins of the Japanese Empire Barak Kushner, Andrew
Levidis, 2020-02-06 In the Ruins of the Japanese Empire concludes that early East Asian Cold War
history needs to be studied within the framework of post-imperial history. Japan’s surrender did not
mean that the Japanese and former imperial subjects would immediately disavow imperial ideology.
The end of the Japanese empire unleashed unprecedented destruction and violence on the periphery.
Lives were destroyed; names of cities altered; collaborationist regimes—which for over a decade
dominated vast populations—melted into the air as policeman, bureaucrats, soldiers, and
technocrats offered their services as nationalists, revolutionaries or communists. Power did not
simply change hands swiftly and smoothly. In the chaos of the new order, legal anarchy, revenge,
ethnic displacement, and nationalist resentments stalked the postcolonial lands of northeast Asia,



intensifying bloody civil wars in societies radicalized by total war, militarization, and mass
mobilization. Kushner and Levidis’s volume follows these processes as imperial violence reordered
demographics and borders, and involved massive political, economic, and social dislocation as well
as stubborn continuities. From the hunt for “traitors” in Korea and China to the brutal suppression
of the Taiwanese by the Chinese Nationalist government in the long-forgotten February 28 Incident,
the research shows how the empire’s end acted as a catalyst for renewed attempts at state-building.
From the imperial edge to the metropole, investigations shed light on how prewar imperial values
endured during postwar Japanese rearmament and in party politics. Nevertheless, many Japanese
actively tried to make amends for wartime transgressions and rebuild Japan’s posture in East Asia by
cultivating religious and cultural connections. “This third book to emerge from Barak Kushner’s
massive collaborative research project on the dissolution of Japan’s empire lays out a new geography
of turning the ruins into social, economic, political, and cultural opportunities across Northeast Asia,
and with lasting consequences. This book will change the way we research and teach ‘1945’ in a
global context.” —Franziska Seraphim, Boston College “Writing imperial history, linking the prewar
to postwar, is perilous because it must resist domestic taboos and social pressures. Today’s global
society, where history incites extreme nationalism and serves as catalyst for conflict, calls for the
creation of a new history of the end of empire as Kushner and his team have done in this volume.”
—ASANO Toyomi, Waseda University
  europe and japan in ruins: Haikyo , 2017 Dotted over Japan from north to south, hundreds of
abandoned abodes lay forgotten and left to decay. These shadowy realms provide a paused, silent
and darkly enchanting contrast to a country known for the brightness, sound and movement that
swells in it many thriving metropolises. Stepping away from the lights and into the shadows, one
adventurous photographer embarks on an underground voyeuristic journey, documenting a curious
collection of images that provide a rare and intimate glimpse into a secret, mysterious and
sometimes bizarre world.
  europe and japan in ruins: Blood and Ruins Richard Overy, 2022-04-05 “Monumental… [A]
vast and detailed study that is surely the finest single-volume history of World War II. Richard Overy
has given us a powerful reminder of the horror of war and the threat posed by dictators with dreams
of empire.” – The Wall Street Journal A thought-provoking and original reassessment of World War
II, from Britain’s leading military historian A New York Times bestseller Richard Overy sets out in
Blood and Ruins to recast the way in which we view the Second World War and its origins and
aftermath. As one of Britain’s most decorated and respected World War II historians, he argues that
this was the “last imperial war,” with almost a century-long lead-up of global imperial expansion,
which reached its peak in the territorial ambitions of Italy, Germany and Japan in the 1930s and
early 1940s, before descending into the largest and costliest war in human history and the end, after
1945, of all territorial empires. Overy also argues for a more global perspective on the war, one that
looks broader than the typical focus on military conflict between the Allied and Axis states. Above
all, Overy explains the bitter cost for those involved in fighting, and the exceptional level of crime
and atrocity that marked the war and its protracted aftermath—which extended far beyond 1945.
Blood and Ruins is a masterpiece, a new and definitive look at the ultimate struggle over the future
of the global order, which will compel us to view the war in novel and unfamiliar ways.
Thought-provoking, original and challenging, Blood and Ruins sets out to understand the war anew.
  europe and japan in ruins: The Cake Tree in the Ruins Akiyuki Nosaka, 2019-05-14
Intensely moving stories that tell of the absurd violence of war, and tenderly depict the animals and
children caught in its vortex. In 1945, Akiyuki Nosaka watched the Allied firebombing of Kobe kill
his adoptive parents, and then witnessed his sister starving to death. The shocking and blisteringly
memorable stories of The Cake Tree in the Ruins are based on his own experiences as a child in
Japan during the Second World War. They are stories of a lonely whale searching the oceans for a
mate, who sacrifices himself for love; of a mother desperately trying to save her son with her tears;
of a huge, magnificent tree which grows amid the ruins of a burnt-out town, its branches made from



the sweetest cake imaginable. Profound, heartbreaking and aglow with a piercing beauty, they
express the chaos and terror of conflict, yet also how love can illuminate even the darkest moment.
  europe and japan in ruins: Hiroshima John Hersey, 2020-06-23 Hiroshima is the story of six
people—a clerk, a widowed seamstress, a physician, a Methodist minister, a young surgeon, and a
German Catholic priest—who lived through the greatest single manmade disaster in history. In vivid
and indelible prose, Pulitzer Prize–winner John Hersey traces the stories of these half-dozen
individuals from 8:15 a.m. on August 6, 1945, when Hiroshima was destroyed by the first atomic
bomb ever dropped on a city, through the hours and days that followed. Almost four decades after
the original publication of this celebrated book, Hersey went back to Hiroshima in search of the
people whose stories he had told, and his account of what he discovered is now the eloquent and
moving final chapter of Hiroshima.
  europe and japan in ruins: From the Ruins of Empire Pankaj Mishra, 2012-09-04 The
Victorian period, viewed in the West as a time of self-confident progress, was experienced by Asians
as a catastrophe. As the British gunned down the last heirs to the Mughal Empire, burned down the
Summer Palace in Beijing, or humiliated the bankrupt rulers of the Ottoman Empire, it was clear
that for Asia to recover a vast intellectual effort would be required. Pankaj Mishra's fascinating,
highly entertaining new book tells the story of a remarkable group of men from across the continent
who met the challenge of the West. Incessantly travelling, questioning and agonising, they both
hated the West and recognised that an Asian renaissance needed to be fuelled in part by
engagement with the enemy. Through many setbacks and wrong turns, a powerful, contradictory
and ultimately unstoppable series of ideas were created that now lie behind everything from the
Chinese Communist Party to Al Qaeda, from Indian nationalism to the Muslim Brotherhood. Mishra
allows the reader to see the events of two centuries anew, through the eyes of the journalists, poets,
radicals and charismatics who criss-crossed Europe and Asia and created the ideas which lie behind
the powerful Asian nations of the twenty-first century.
  europe and japan in ruins: World War II: A Very Short Introduction Gerhard L. Weinberg,
2014-11-13 The enormous loss of life and physical destruction caused by the First World War led
people to hope that there would never be another such catastrophe. How then did it come about that
there was a Second World War causing twice the 30 million deaths and many times more destruction
as had been caused in the previous conflict? In this Very Short Introduction, Gerhard L. Weinberg
provides an introduction to the origins, course, and impact of the war on those who fought and the
ordinary citizens who lived through it. Starting by looking at the inter-war years and the German
invasion of Poland in September 1939, he examines how the war progressed by examining a number
of key events, including the war in the West in 1940, Barbarossa, The German Invasion of the Soviet
Union, the expansion of Japan's war with China, developments on the home front, and the Allied
victory from 1944-45. Exploring the costs and effects of the war, Weinberg concludes by considering
the long-lasting mark World War II has left on society today. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
  europe and japan in ruins: Year Zero Ian Buruma, 2013-09-26 “Year Zero is a remarkable
book, not because it breaks new ground, but in its combination of magnificence and modesty.”
—Wall Street Journal A marvelous global history of the pivotal year 1945 as a new world emerged
from the ruins of World War II Year Zero is a landmark reckoning with the great drama that ensued
after war came to an end in 1945. One world had ended and a new, uncertain one was beginning.
Regime change had come on a global scale: across Asia (including China, Korea, Indochina, and the
Philippines, and of course Japan) and all of continental Europe. Out of the often vicious power
struggles that ensued emerged the modern world as we know it. In human terms, the scale of
transformation is almost impossible to imagine. Great cities around the world lay in ruins, their



populations decimated, displaced, starving. Harsh revenge was meted out on a wide scale, and the
ground was laid for much horror to come. At the same time, in the wake of unspeakable loss, the
euphoria of the liberated was extraordinary, and the revelry unprecedented. The postwar years gave
rise to the European welfare state, the United Nations, decolonization, Japanese pacifism, and the
European Union. Social, cultural, and political “reeducation” was imposed on vanquished by victors
on a scale that also had no historical precedent. Much that was done was ill advised, but in
hindsight, as Ian Buruma shows us, these efforts were in fact relatively enlightened, humane, and
effective. A poignant grace note throughout this history is Buruma’s own father’s story. Seized by
the Nazis during the occupation of Holland, he spent much of the war in Berlin as a laborer, and by
war’s end was literally hiding in the rubble of a flattened city, having barely managed to survive
starvation rations, Allied bombing, and Soviet shock troops when the end came. His journey home
and attempted reentry into “normalcy” stand in many ways for his generation’s experience. A work
of enormous range and stirring human drama, conjuring both the Asian and European theaters with
equal fluency, Year Zero is a book that Ian Buruma is perhaps uniquely positioned to write. It is
surely his masterpiece.
  europe and japan in ruins: In the Ruins of Empire Ronald Spector, 2008-07-08 The New York
Times said of Ronald H. Spector’s classic account of the American struggle against the Japanese in
World War II, “No future book on the Pacific War will be written without paying due tribute to Eagle
Against the Sun.” Now Spector has returned with a book that is even more revealing. In the Ruins of
Empire chronicles the startling aftermath of this crucial twentieth-century conflict. With access to
recently available firsthand accounts by Chinese, Japanese, British, and American witnesses and
previously top secret U.S. intelligence records, Spector tells for the first time the fascinating story of
the deadly confrontations that broke out–or merely continued–in Asia after peace was proclaimed at
the end of World War II. Under occupation by the victorious Allies, this part of the world was
plunged into new power struggles or back into old feuds that in some ways were worse than the war
itself. In the Ruins of Empire also shows how the U.S. and Soviet governments, as they secretly vied
for influence in liberated lands, were soon at odds. At the time of the peace declaration,
international suspicions were still strong. Joseph Stalin warned that “crazy cutthroats” might disrupt
the surrender ceremony in Tokyo Bay. Die-hard Japanese officers plotted to seize the emperor’s
palace to prevent an announcement of surrender, and clandestine relief forces were sent to rescue
thousands of Allied POWs to prevent their being massacred. In the Ruins of Empire paints a vivid
picture of the postwar intrigues and violence. In Manchuria, Russian “liberators” looted, raped, and
killed innocent civilians, and a fratricidal rivalry continued between Chiang Kai-shek’s regime and
Mao’s revolutionaries. Communist resistance forces in Malaya settled old scores and terrorized the
indigenous population, while mujahideen holy warriors staged reprisals and terror killings against
the Chinese–hundreds of innocent civilians were killed on both sides. In Indochina, a nativist
political movement rose up to oppose the resumption of French colonial rule; one of the factions that
struggled for supremacy was the Communist Viet Minh led by Ho Chi Minh. Korea became a powder
keg with the Russians and Americans entangled in its north and south. And in Java, as the
Indonesian novelist Idrus wrote, people brutalized by years of Japanese occupation “worshipped a
new God in the form of bombs, submachine guns, and mortars.” Through impeccable research and
provocative analysis, as well as compelling accounts of American, British, Indian, and Australian
soldiers charged with overseeing the surrender and repatriation of millions of Japanese in the heart
of dangerous territory, Spector casts new and startling light on this pivotal time–and sets the record
straight about this contested and important period in history.
  europe and japan in ruins: Eagle Against the Sun Ronald H. Spector, 2020-11-03 “The best
book by far on the Pacific War” (The New York Times Book Review), this classic one-volume history
of World War II in the Pacific draws on declassified intelligence files; British, American, and
Japanese archival material; and military memoirs to provide a stunning and complete history of the
conflict. This “superbly readable, insightful, gripping” (Washington Post Book World) contribution to



WWII history combines impeccable research with electrifying detail and offers provocative
interpretations of this brutal forty-four-month struggle. Author and historian Ronald H. Spector
reassesses US and Japanese strategy and shows that the dual advance across the Pacific by
MacArthur and Nimitz was more a pragmatic solution to bureaucratic, doctrinal, and public relations
problems facing the Army and Navy than a strategic calculation. He also argues that Japan made its
fatal error not in the Midway campaign but in abandoning its offensive strategy after that defeat and
allowing itself to be drawn into a war of attrition. Spector skillfully takes us from top-secret strategy
meetings in Washington, London, and Tokyo to distant beaches and remote Asian jungles with
battle-weary GIs. He reveals that the US had secret plans to wage unrestricted submarine warfare
against Japan months before Pearl Harbor and shows that MacArthur and his commanders ignored
important intercepts of Japanese messages that would have saved thousands of lives in Papua and
Leyte. Throughout, Spector contends that American decisions in the Pacific War were shaped more
often by the struggles between the British and the Americans, and between the Army and the Navy,
than by strategic considerations. Spector vividly recreates the major battles, little-known campaigns,
and unfamiliar events leading up to the deadliest air raid ever, adding a new dimension to our
understanding of the American war in the Pacific and the people and forces that determined its
outcome.
  europe and japan in ruins: The Mushroom at the End of the World Anna Lowenhaupt Tsing,
2021-06-08 A tale of diversity within our damaged landscapes, The Mushroom at the End of the
World follows one of the strangest commodity chains of our times to explore the unexpected corners
of capitalism. Here, we witness the varied and peculiar worlds of matsutake commerce: the worlds
of Japanese gourmets, capitalist traders, Hmong jungle fighters, industrial forests, Yi Chinese goat
herders, Finnish nature guides, and more. These companions also lead us into fungal ecologies and
forest histories to better understand the promise of cohabitation in a time of massive human
destruction.--Publisher's description.
  europe and japan in ruins: Japan's Castles Oleg Benesch, Ran Zwigenberg, 2019-05-02
Considering Castles and Tenshu -- Modern Castles on the Margins -- Overview: from Feudalism to
the Edge of Space -- From Feudalism to Empire -- Castles and the Transition to the Imperial State --
Castles in the Global Early Modern World -- Castles and the Fall of the Tokugawa -- Useless
Reminders of the Feudal Past -- Remilitarizing Castles in the Meiji Period -- Considering Heritage in
Early Meiji -- Castles and the Imperial House -- The Discovery of Castles, 1877-1912 -- Making Space
Public -- Civilian Castles and Daimyo Buyback -- Castles as Sites and Subjects of Exhibitions -- Civil
Society and the Organized Preservation of Castles -- Castles, Civil Society, and the Paradoxes of
Taisho Militarism -- Building an Urban Military -- Castles and Military Hard Power -- Castles as
Military Soft Power -- Challenging the Military -- The military and Public in Osaka -- Castles in War
and Peace: Celebrating Modernity, Empire, and War -- The Early Development of Castle Studies --
The Arrival of Castle Studies in Wartime -- Castles for town and country -- Castles for the empire --
From feudalism to the edge of space -- Castles in war and peace II: Kokura, Kanazawa, and the
Rehabilitation of the -- Nation -- Desolate gravesites of fallen empire: what became of castles -- The
imperial castle and the transformation of the center -- Kanazawa castle and the ideals of progressive
education -- Losing our traditions: lamenting the fate of japanese heritage -- Kokura castle and the
politics of japanese identity -- Fukko: hiroshima castle rises from the ashes -- Hiroshima castle: from
castle road to macarthur boulevard and back -- Prelude to the castle: rebuilding hiroshima gokoku
shrine -- Reconstructions: celebrations of recovery in hiroshima -- Between modernity and tradition
at the periphery and the world stage -- The weight of Meiji: the imperial general headquarters in
hiroshima and the -- Meiji centenary -- Escape from the center: castles and the search for local
identity -- Elephants and castles: odawara and the shadow of tokyo -- Victims of history I:
Aizu-wakamatsu and the revival of grievances -- Victims of history II: Shimabara castle and the
Enshrinement of loss -- Southern Barbarians at the gates: Kokura castle's struggle with authenticity
-- Japan's new castle builders: recapturing tradition and culture -- Rebuilding the Meijo: (re)building



campaigns in Kumamoto and Nagoya -- No business like castle business: castle architects and
construction companies -- Symbols of the people? conflict and accommodation in Kumamoto and
Nagoya -- Conclusions.
  europe and japan in ruins: Tower of Skulls: A History of the Asia-Pacific War: July 1937-May
1942 Richard B. Frank, 2020-03-03 A sweeping epic.… Promises to do for the war in the Pacific what
Rick Atkinson did for Europe. —James M. Scott, author of Rampage In 1937, the swath of the globe
east from India to the Pacific Ocean encompassed half the world’s population. Japan’s onslaught into
China that year unleashed a tidal wave of events that fundamentally transformed this region and
killed about twenty-five million people. This extraordinary World War II narrative vividly portrays
the battles across this entire region and links those struggles on many levels with their profound
twenty-first-century legacies. In this first volume of a trilogy, award-winning historian Richard B.
Frank draws on rich archival research and recently discovered documentary evidence to tell an epic
story that gave birth to the world we live in now.
  europe and japan in ruins: The Cold War: A Very Short Introduction Robert J. McMahon,
2021-02-25 Very Short Introductions: Brilliant, Sharp, Inspiring The Cold War dominated
international life from the end of World War II to the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989. But how did the
conflict begin? Why did it move from its initial origins in Postwar Europe to encompass virtually
every corner of the globe? And why, after lasting so long, did the war end so suddenly and
unexpectedly? Robert McMahon considers these questions and more, as well as looking at the legacy
of the Cold War and its impact on international relations today. The Cold War: A Very Short
Introduction is a truly international history, not just of the Soviet-American struggle at its heart, but
also of the waves of decolonization, revolutionary nationalism, and state formation that swept the
non-Western world in the wake of World War II. McMahon places the 'Hot Wars' that cost millions of
lives in Korea, Vietnam, and elsewhere within the larger framework of global superpower
competition. He shows how the United States and the Soviet Union both became empires over the
course of the Cold War, and argues that perceived security needs and fears shaped U.S. and Soviet
decisions from the beginning—far more, in fact, than did their economic and territorial ambitions.
He unpacks how these needs and fears were conditioned by the divergent cultures, ideologies, and
historical experiences of the two principal contestants and their allies. Covering the years
1945-1990, this second edition uses recent scholarship and newly available documents to offer a
fuller analysis of the Vietnam War, the changing global politics of the 1970s, and the end of the Cold
War. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect
way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
  europe and japan in ruins: Mythopoetic Cinema Kriss Ravetto-Biagioli, 2017-08-08 In
Mythopoetic Cinema, Kriss Ravetto-Biagioli explores how contemporary European filmmakers treat
mythopoetics as a critical practice that questions the constant need to provide new identities, a new
Europe, and with it a new European cinema after the fall of the Soviet Union. Mythopoetic cinema
questions the perpetual branding of movements, ideas, and individuals. Examining the work of
Jean-Luc Godard, Alexander Sokurov, Marina Abramović, and Theodoros Angelopoulos,
Ravetto-Biagioli argues that these disparate artists provide a critical reflection on what constitutes
Europe in the age of neoliberalism. Their films reflect not only the violence of recent years but also
help question dominant models of nation building that result in the general failure to respond
ethically to rising ethnocentrism. In close readings of such films as Sokurov's Russian Ark (2002)
and Godard's Notre Musique (2004), Ravetto-Biagioli demonstrates the ways in which these
filmmakers engage and evaluate the recent reconceptualization of Europe's borders, mythic figures,
and identity paradoxes. Her work not only analyzes how these filmmakers thematically treat the idea
of Europe but also how their work questions the ability of the moving image to challenge
conventional ways of understanding history.



  europe and japan in ruins: The Ruins Lesson Susan Stewart, 2021-06-02 In 'The Ruins
Lesson,' the National Book Critics Circle Award-winning poet-critic Susan Stewart explores the
West's fascination with ruins in literature, visual art, and architecture, covering a vast chronological
and geographical range from the ancient Egyptians to T. S. Eliot. In the multiplication of images of
ruins, artists, and writers she surveys, Stewart shows how these thinkers struggled to recover
lessons out of the fragility or our cultural remains. She tries to understand the appeal in the West of
ruins and ruination, particularly Roman ruins, in the work and thought of Goethe, Piranesi, Blake,
and Wordsworth, whom she returns to throughout the book. Her sweeping, deeply felt study
encompasses the founding legends of broken covenants and original sin; Christian transformations
of the classical past; the myths and rituals of human fertility; images of ruins in Renaissance
allegory, eighteenth-century melancholy, and nineteenth-century cataloguing; and new gardens that
eventually emerged from ancient sites of disaster--
  europe and japan in ruins: European Memories of the Second World War Helmut Peitsch,
Charles Burdett, Claire Gorrara, 2006 During the fifty years since the end of hostilities, European
literary memories of the war have undergone considerable change, influenced by the personal
experiences of writers as well as changing political, social, and cultural factors. This volume
examines changing ways of remembering the war in the literatures of France, Germany, and Italy;
changes in the subject of memory, and in the relations between fiction, autobiography, and
documentary, with the focus being on the extent to which shared European memories of the war
have been constructed.
  europe and japan in ruins: The Wages of Guilt Ian Buruma, 2015-09-01 In this now classic
book, internationally famed journalist Ian Buruma examines how Germany and Japan have attempted
to come to terms with their conduct during World War II—a war that they aggressively began and
humiliatingly lost, and in the course of which they committed monstrous war crimes. As he travels
through both countries, to Berlin and Tokyo, Hiroshima and Auschwitz, he encounters people who
are remarkably honest in confronting the past and others who astonish by their evasions of
responsibility, some who wish to forget the past and others who wish to use it as a warning against
the resurgence of militarism. Buruma explores these contrasting responses to the war and the two
countries’ very different ways of memorializing its atrocities, as well as the ways in which political
movements, government policies, literature, and art have been shaped by its shadow. Today, seventy
years after the end of the war, he finds that while the Germans have for the most part coped with
the darkest period of their history, the Japanese remain haunted by historical controversies that
should have been resolved long ago. Sensitive yet unsparing, complex and unsettling, this is a
profound study of how people face up to or deny terrible legacies of guilt and shame.
  europe and japan in ruins: Killing the Rising Sun Bill O'Reilly, Martin Dugard, 2016-09-13 The
powerful and riveting new book in the multimillion-selling Killing series by Bill O'Reilly and Martin
Dugard Autumn 1944. World War II is nearly over in Europe but is escalating in the Pacific, where
American soldiers face an opponent who will go to any length to avoid defeat. The Japanese army
follows the samurai code of Bushido, stipulating that surrender is a form of dishonor. Killing the
Rising Sun takes readers to the bloody tropical-island battlefields of Peleliu and Iwo Jima and to the
embattled Philippines, where General Douglas MacArthur has made a triumphant return and is
plotting a full-scale invasion of Japan. Across the globe in Los Alamos, New Mexico, Dr. J. Robert
Oppenheimer and his team of scientists are preparing to test the deadliest weapon known to
mankind. In Washington, DC, FDR dies in office and Harry Truman ascends to the presidency, only
to face the most important political decision in history: whether to use that weapon. And in Tokyo,
Emperor Hirohito, who is considered a deity by his subjects, refuses to surrender, despite a massive
and mounting death toll. Told in the same page-turning style of Killing Lincoln, Killing Kennedy,
Killing Jesus, Killing Patton, and Killing Reagan, this epic saga details the final moments of World
War II like never before.
  europe and japan in ruins: The Meiji Restoration Robert Hellyer, Harald Fuess, 2020-05-07



This volume examines the Meiji Restoration through a global history lens to re-interpret the
formation of a globally-cast, Japanese nation-state.
  europe and japan in ruins: The War on Wheels Justin McCurry, 2021-06-01 Experience the
thrilling world of Japanese cycling and the keirin, which has evolved from post-war oddity to one of
Japan's most popular and lucrative sporting events—and a must-see for the upcoming Olympics in
Tokyo. The Keirin, which means war on wheels, is now a high profile Olympic sport and attracts
millions of spectators. But it's origins are humble, even strange. Like the Tour de France was
originally conceived to sell newspapers, the keirin was invented in post-war Japan as a way to raise
taxes on gambling. Now, over $12 billion a year is wagered on it, and its stars are primed to millions.
Unlike a traditional race, a pacemaker leads eight riders up to speeds of 70kph on huge concrete
velodromes, then they fight to cross the line first, with riders pushing, shoving, and crashing in the
final stretch. Long associated with the working class, even the notorious yakuza crime syndicates,
riders today live in blacked-out dorms, with no access to technology, to prevent bet-rigging. Their
lives are ruled by ritual and competition, from their rookie days at the Mt. Fuji training camp to elite
competitions that are the Japanese equivalent of the Grand National. Foreign riders sometimes
compete, but rarely prosper in this intense environment, and the Olympic version is a mere child's
play to the fierce environs of the velodromes in Tokyo. and Osaka, where a spectre of danger still
looms. The War on Wheels explores a side of Japan we rarely see and it's uniquely fascinating
sporting culture.
  europe and japan in ruins: Transnational Nazism Ricky W. Law, 2019-05-23 The first
English-language study of German-Japanese interwar relations to employ sources in both languages.
  europe and japan in ruins: The Thousand Autumns of Jacob de Zoet David Mitchell,
2010-06-29 By the New York Times bestselling author of The Bone Clocks and Cloud Atlas |
Longlisted for the Man Booker Prize In 2007, Time magazine named him one of the most influential
novelists in the world. He has twice been short-listed for the Man Booker Prize. The New York Times
Book Review called him simply “a genius.” Now David Mitchell lends fresh credence to The
Guardian’s claim that “each of his books seems entirely different from that which preceded it.” The
Thousand Autumns of Jacob de Zoet is a stunning departure for this brilliant, restless, and wildly
ambitious author, a giant leap forward by even his own high standards. A bold and epic novel of a
rarely visited point in history, it is a work as exquisitely rendered as it is irresistibly readable. The
year is 1799, the place Dejima in Nagasaki Harbor, the “high-walled, fan-shaped artificial island”
that is the Japanese Empire’s single port and sole window onto the world, designed to keep the West
at bay; the farthest outpost of the war-ravaged Dutch East Indies Company; and a de facto prison for
the dozen foreigners permitted to live and work there. To this place of devious merchants, deceitful
interpreters, costly courtesans, earthquakes, and typhoons comes Jacob de Zoet, a devout and
resourceful young clerk who has five years in the East to earn a fortune of sufficient size to win the
hand of his wealthy fiancée back in Holland. But Jacob’s original intentions are eclipsed after a
chance encounter with Orito Aibagawa, the disfigured daughter of a samurai doctor and midwife to
the city’s powerful magistrate. The borders between propriety, profit, and pleasure blur until Jacob
finds his vision clouded, one rash promise made and then fatefully broken. The consequences will
extend beyond Jacob’s worst imaginings. As one cynical colleague asks, “Who ain’t a gambler in the
glorious Orient, with his very life?” A magnificent mix of luminous writing, prodigious research, and
heedless imagination, The Thousand Autumns of Jacob de Zoet is the most impressive achievement
of its eminent author. Praise for The Thousand Autumns of Jacob de Zoet “A page-turner . . . [David]
Mitchell’s masterpiece; and also, I am convinced, a masterpiece of our time.”—Richard Eder, The
Boston Globe “An achingly romantic story of forbidden love . . . Mitchell’s incredible prose is on
stunning display. . . . A novel of ideas, of longing, of good and evil and those who fall somewhere in
between [that] confirms Mitchell as one of the more fascinating and fearless writers alive.”—Dave
Eggers, The New York Times Book Review “The novelist who’s been showing us the future of fiction
has published a classic, old-fashioned tale . . . an epic of sacrificial love, clashing civilizations and



enemies who won’t rest until whole family lines have been snuffed out.”—Ron Charles, The
Washington Post “By any standards, The Thousand Autumns of Jacob de Zoet is a formidable
marvel.”—James Wood, The New Yorker “A beautiful novel, full of life and authenticity, atmosphere
and characters that breathe.”—Maureen Corrigan, NPR
  europe and japan in ruins: Forgotten Ally Rana Mitter, 2013-09-10 A history of the Chinese
experience in WWII, named a Book of the Year by both the Economist and the Financial Times:
“Superb” (The New York Times Book Review). In 1937, two years before Hitler invaded Poland,
Chinese troops clashed with Japanese occupiers in the first battle of World War II. Joining with the
United States, the Soviet Union, and Great Britain, China became the fourth great ally in a
devastating struggle for its very survival. In this book, prize-winning historian Rana Mitter unfurls
China’s drama of invasion, resistance, slaughter, and political intrigue as never before. Based on
groundbreaking research, this gripping narrative focuses on a handful of unforgettable characters,
including Chiang Kai-shek, Mao Zedong, and Chiang’s American chief of staff, “Vinegar Joe”
Stilwell—and also recounts the sacrifice and resilience of everyday Chinese people through the
horrors of bombings, famines, and the infamous Rape of Nanking. More than any other
twentieth-century event, World War II was crucial in shaping China’s worldview, making Forgotten
Ally both a definitive work of history and an indispensable guide to today’s China and its relationship
with the West.
  europe and japan in ruins: The Second World War Antony Beevor, 2012-06-05 A masterful
and comprehensive chronicle of World War II, by internationally bestselling historian Antony Beevor.
Over the past two decades, Antony Beevor has established himself as one of the world's premier
historians of WWII. His multi-award winning books have included Stalingrad and The Fall of Berlin
1945. Now, in his newest and most ambitious book, he turns his focus to one of the bloodiest and
most tragic events of the twentieth century, the Second World War. In this searing narrative that
takes us from Hitler's invasion of Poland on September 1st, 1939 to V-J day on August 14, 1945 and
the war's aftermath, Beevor describes the conflict and its global reach -- one that included every
major power. The result is a dramatic and breathtaking single-volume history that provides a
remarkably intimate account of the war that, more than any other, still commands attention and an
audience. Thrillingly written and brilliantly researched, Beevor's grand and provocative account is
destined to become the definitive work on this complex, tragic, and endlessly fascinating period in
world history, and confirms once more that he is a military historian of the first rank.
  europe and japan in ruins: Postwar Tony Judt, 2006-09-05 Finalist for the Pulitzer Prize •
Winner of the Council on Foreign Relations Arthur Ross Book Award • One of the New York Times'
Ten Best Books of the Year “Impressive . . . Mr. Judt writes with enormous authority.” —The Wall
Street Journal “Magisterial . . . It is, without a doubt, the most comprehensive, authoritative, and
yes, readable postwar history.” —The Boston Globe Almost a decade in the making, this
much-anticipated grand history of postwar Europe from one of the world's most esteemed historians
and intellectuals is a singular achievement. Postwar is the first modern history that covers all of
Europe, both east and west, drawing on research in six languages to sweep readers through
thirty-four nations and sixty years of political and cultural change-all in one integrated, enthralling
narrative. Both intellectually ambitious and compelling to read, thrilling in its scope and delightful in
its small details, Postwar is a rare joy. Judt's book, Ill Fares the Land, republished in 2021 featuring
a new preface by bestselling author of Between the World and Me and The Water Dancer, Ta-Nehisi
Coates.
  europe and japan in ruins: Fire and Blood Enzo Traverso, 2017-03-28 Europe’s second
Thirty Years’ War—an epoch of blood and ashes Fire and Blood looks at the European crisis of the
two world wars as a single historical sequence: the age of the European Civil War (1914–1945). Its
overture was played out in the trenches of the Great War; its coda on a ruined continent. It opened
with conventional declarations of war and finished with “unconditional surrender.” Proclamations of
national unity led to eventual devastation, with entire countries torn to pieces. During these three



decades of deepening conflicts, a classical interstate conflict morphed into a global civil war,
abandoning rules of engagement and fought by irreducible enemies rather than legitimate
adversaries, each seeking the annihilation of its opponents. It was a time of both unchained passions
and industrial, rationalized massacre. Utilizing multiple sources, Enzo Traverso depicts the dialectic
of this era of wars, revolutions and genocides. Rejecting commonplace notions of “totalitarian evil,”
he rediscovers the feelings and reinterprets the ideas of an age of intellectual and political
commitment when Europe shaped world history with its own collapse.
  europe and japan in ruins: Shattered Spaces Michael Meng, 2011-11-29 After the Holocaust,
the empty, silent spaces of bombed-out synagogues, cemeteries, and Jewish districts were all that
was left in many German and Polish cities with prewar histories rich in the sights and sounds of
Jewish life. What happened to this scarred landscape after the war, and how have Germans, Poles,
and Jews encountered these ruins over the past sixty years? In the postwar period, city officials
swept away many sites, despite protests from Jewish leaders. But in the late 1970s church groups,
local residents, political dissidents, and tourists demanded the preservation of the few ruins still
standing. Since the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1989, this desire to preserve and restore has
grown stronger. In one of the most striking and little-studied shifts in postwar European history, the
traces of a long-neglected Jewish past have gradually been recovered, thanks to the rise of heritage
tourism, nostalgia for ruins, international discussions about the Holocaust, and a pervasive longing
for cosmopolitanism in a globalizing world. Examining this transformation from both sides of the
Iron Curtain, Michael Meng finds no divided memory along West-East lines, but rather a shared
memory of tensions and paradoxes that crosses borders throughout Central Europe. His narrative
reveals the changing dynamics of the local and the transnational, as Germans, Poles, Americans, and
Israelis confront a built environment that is inevitably altered with the passage of time. Shattered
Spaces exemplifies urban history at its best, uncovering a surprising and moving postwar story of
broad contemporary interest.
  europe and japan in ruins: The Oxford Handbook of the Ends of Empire Martin Thomas,
Andrew Stuart Thompson, 2018 The Oxford Handbook of the Ends of Empire offers the most
comprehensive treatment of the causes, course, and consequences of the collapse of empires in the
twentieth century. The volume's contributors convey the global reach of decolonization, analysing
the ways in which European, Asian, and African empires disintegrated over the past century.
  europe and japan in ruins: Ocean of Milk, Ocean of Blood Matthew W. King, 2019-04-02 After
the fall of the Qing empire, amid nationalist and socialist upheaval, Buddhist monks in the
Mongolian frontiers of the Soviet Union and Republican China faced a chaotic and increasingly
uncertain world. In this book, Matthew W. King tells the story of one Mongolian monk’s efforts to
defend Buddhist monasticism in revolutionary times, revealing an unexplored landscape of
countermodern Buddhisms beyond old imperial formations and the newly invented national subject.
Ocean of Milk, Ocean of Blood takes up the perspective of the polymath Zava Damdin (1867–1937): a
historian, mystic, logician, and pilgrim whose life and works straddled the Qing and its socialist
aftermath, between the monastery and the party scientific academy. Drawing on contacts with
figures as diverse as the Dalai Lama, mystic monks in China, European scholars inventing the field
of Buddhist studies, and a member of the Bakhtin Circle, Zava Damdin labored for thirty years to
protect Buddhist tradition against what he called the “bloody tides” of science, social mobility, and
socialist party antagonism. Through a rich reading of his works, King reveals that modernity in Asia
was not always shaped by epochal contact with Europe and that new models of Buddhist life, neither
imperial nor national, unfolded in the post-Qing ruins. The first book to explore countermodern
Buddhist monastic thought and practice along the Inner Asian frontiers during these tumultuous
years, Ocean of Milk, Ocean of Blood illuminates previously unknown religious and intellectual
legacies of the Qing and offers an unparalleled view of Buddhist life in the revolutionary period.
  europe and japan in ruins: Embracing Defeat: Japan in the Wake of World War II John W.
Dower, 2000-06-17 Winner of the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Award for Nonfiction Finalist



for the Lionel Gelber Prize and the Kiriyama Pacific Rim Book Prize Embracing Defeat is John W.
Dower's brilliant examination of Japan in the immediate, shattering aftermath of World War II.
Drawing on a vast range of Japanese sources and illustrated with dozens of astonishing documentary
photographs, Embracing Defeat is the fullest and most important history of the more than six years
of American occupation, which affected every level of Japanese society, often in ways neither side
could anticipate. Dower, whom Stephen E. Ambrose has called America's foremost historian of the
Second World War in the Pacific, gives us the rich and turbulent interplay between West and East,
the victor and the vanquished, in a way never before attempted, from top-level manipulations
concerning the fate of Emperor Hirohito to the hopes and fears of men and women in every walk of
life. Already regarded as the benchmark in its field, Embracing Defeat is a work of colossal
scholarship and history of the very first order.
  europe and japan in ruins: Racing the Enemy Tsuyoshi Hasegawa, 2006-09-30 With startling
revelations, Tsuyoshi Hasegawa rewrites the standard history of the end of World War II in the
Pacific. By fully integrating the three key actors in the story—the United States, the Soviet Union,
and Japan—Hasegawa for the first time puts the last months of the war into international
perspective. From April 1945, when Stalin broke the Soviet-Japanese Neutrality Pact and Harry
Truman assumed the presidency, to the final Soviet military actions against Japan, Hasegawa brings
to light the real reasons Japan surrendered. From Washington to Moscow to Tokyo and back again,
he shows us a high-stakes diplomatic game as Truman and Stalin sought to outmaneuver each other
in forcing Japan’s surrender; as Stalin dangled mediation offers to Japan while secretly preparing to
fight in the Pacific; as Tokyo peace advocates desperately tried to stave off a war party determined
to mount a last-ditch defense; and as the Americans struggled to balance their competing interests
of ending the war with Japan and preventing the Soviets from expanding into the Pacific.
Authoritative and engrossing, Racing the Enemy puts the final days of World War II into a whole new
light.
  europe and japan in ruins: The Strategic Air War Against Germany and Japan: a Memoir
Gen Haywood S Hansell Jr, Haywood Hansell, 2012-06-22 This book seeks to recount air experience
and development before World War II, to describe the objectives, plans and effects of air warfare in
Europe and in the Pacific, and to offer criticism, opinion, and lessons of that great conflict. The
observations in this book constitute a memoir. This book is part of a series of historical volumes
published by the United States Air Force, Office of Air Force History.
  europe and japan in ruins: The United States in the Global Economy John J. Accordino,
1992 With distressing regularity we are reminded that the engine that drives our economy can
malfunction. The United States in the Global Economy sets out to explore the factors that help
explain how the emerging global economy affects domestic economic health and defines a number of
policy choices available to the US as it attempts to cope with a rapidly changing world.
  europe and japan in ruins: Savage Continent Keith Lowe, 2012-07-03 The Second World War
might have officially ended in May 1945, but in reality it rumbled on for another ten years... The end
of the Second World War in Europe is one of the twentieth century's most iconic moments. It is
fondly remembered as a time when cheering crowds filled the streets, danced, drank and made love
until the small hours. These images of victory and celebration are so strong in our minds that the
period of anarchy and civil war that followed has been forgotten. Across Europe, landscapes had
been ravaged, entire cities razed and more than thirty million people had been killed in the war. The
institutions that we now take for granted - such as the police, the media, transport, local and
national government - were either entirely absent or hopelessly compromised. Crime rates were
soaring, economies collapsing, and the European population was hovering on the brink of starvation.
In Savage Continent, Keith Lowe describes a continent still racked by violence, where large sections
of the population had yet to accept that the war was over. Individuals, communities and sometimes
whole nations sought vengeance for the wrongs that had been done to them during the war.
Germans and collaborators everywhere were rounded up, tormented and summarily executed.



Concentration camps were reopened and filled with new victims who were tortured and starved.
Violent anti-Semitism was reborn, sparking murders and new pogroms across Europe. Massacres
were an integral part of the chaos and in some places – particularly Greece, Yugoslavia and Poland,
as well as parts of Italy and France – they led to brutal civil wars. In some of the greatest acts of
ethnic cleansing the world has ever seen, tens of millions were expelled from their ancestral
homelands, often with the implicit blessing of the Allied authorities. Savage Continent is the story of
post WWII Europe, in all its ugly detail, from the end of the war right up until the establishment of
an uneasy stability across Europe towards the end of the 1940s. Based principally on primary
sources from a dozen countries, Savage Continent is a frightening and thrilling chronicle of a world
gone mad, the standard history of post WWII Europe for years to come.
  europe and japan in ruins: Strategy and Command Louis Morton, 2015-07-11 For the
United States, full involvement in World War II began and ended in the Pacific Ocean. Although the
accepted grand strategy of the war was the defeat of Germany first, the sweep of Japanese victory in
the weeks and months after Pearl Harbor impelled the United States to move as rapidly as it could to
stem the enemy tide of conquest in the Pacific. Shocked as they were by the initial attack, the
American people were also united in their determination to defeat Japan, and the Pacific war became
peculiarly their own affair. In this great theater it was the United States that ran the war, and had
the determining voice in answering questions of strategy and command as they arose. The natural
environment made the prosecution of war in the Pacific of necessity an interservice effort, and any
real account of it must, as this work does, take into full account the views and actions of the Navy as
well as those of the Army and its Air Forces. These are the factors-a predominantly American theater
of war covering nearly one-third the globe, and a joint conduct of war by land, sea, and air on the
largest scale in American history-that make this volume on the Pacific war of particular significance
today. It is the capstone of the eleven volumes published or being published in the Army's World War
II series that deal with military operations in the Pacific area, and it is one that should command
wide attention from the thoughtful public as well as the military reader in these days of global
tension.
  europe and japan in ruins: Southeast Asia in Ruins Sarah Tiffin, 2016-08-26 British artists
and commentators in the late 18th and early 19th century encoded the twin aspirations of progress
and power in images and descriptions of Southeast Asia’s ruined Hindu and Buddhist candi,
pagodas, wats and monuments. To the British eye, images of the remains of past civilisations
allowed, indeed stimulated, philosophical meditations on the rise and decline of entire empires.
Ruins were witnesses to the fall, humbling and disturbingly prophetic prompts to speculation on
imperial failure, and the remains of the Buddhist and Hindu monuments scattered across Southeast
Asia proved no exception. This important study of a highly appealing but relatively neglected body of
work adds multiple dimensions to the history of art and image production in Britain of the period,
showing how the anxieties of empire were encoded in the genre of landscape paintings and prints.
  europe and japan in ruins: In the Wake of War Jeffry M. Diefendorf, 1993-06-24 In 1945
Germany's cities lay in ruins, destroyed by Allied bombers `hat left major architectural monuments
badly damaged and much of the housing stock reduced to rubble. At the war's end, observers
thought that it would take forty years to rebuild, but by the late 1950s West Germany's cities had
risen anew. The housing crisis had been overcome and virtually all important monuments
reconstructed, and the cities had reclaimed their characteristic identities. Everywhere there was a
mixture of old and new: historic churches and town halls stood alongside new housing and
department stores; ancient street layouts were crossed or encircled by wide arteries; old city centers
were balanced by garden suburbs laid out according to modern planning principles. In this book,
Diefendorf examines the questions raised by this remarkable feat of urban reconstruction. He
explains who was primarily responsible, what accounted for the speed of rebuilding, and how
priorities were set and decisions acted upon. He argues that in such crucial areas as architectural
style, urban planning, historic preservation, and housing policy, the Germans drew upon personnel,



ideas, institutions, and practical experiences from the Nazi and pre-Nazi periods. Diefendorf shows
how the rebuilding of West Germany's cities after 1945 can only be understood in terms of long-term
continuities in urban development.
  europe and japan in ruins: Fallout Lesley M.M. Blume, 2020-08-04 A NEW YORK TIMES
NOTABLE BOOK OF 2020 New York Times bestselling author Lesley M.M. Blume reveals how one
courageous American reporter uncovered one of the deadliest cover-ups of the 20th century—the
true effects of the atom bomb—potentially saving millions of lives. Just days after the United States
decimated Hiroshima and Nagasaki with nuclear bombs, the Japanese surrendered unconditionally.
But even before the surrender, the US government and military had begun a secret propaganda and
information suppression campaign to hide the devastating nature of these experimental weapons.
The cover-up intensified as Occupation forces closed the atomic cities to Allied reporters, preventing
leaks about the horrific long-term effects of radiation which would kill thousands during the months
after the blast. For nearly a year the cover-up worked—until New Yorker journalist John Hersey got
into Hiroshima and managed to report the truth to the world. As Hersey and his editors prepared his
article for publication, they kept the story secret—even from most of their New Yorker colleagues.
When the magazine published “Hiroshima” in August 1946, it became an instant global sensation,
and inspired pervasive horror about the hellish new threat that America had unleashed. Since 1945,
no nuclear weapons have ever been deployed in war partly because Hersey alerted the world to their
true, devastating impact. This knowledge has remained among the greatest deterrents to using them
since the end of World War II. Released on the 75th anniversary of the Hiroshima bombing, Fallout
is an engrossing detective story, as well as an important piece of hidden history that shows how one
heroic scoop saved—and can still save—the world.
  europe and japan in ruins: Outcasts of Empire Paul D. Barclay, 2018 Introduction : empires
and indigenous peoples, global transformation and the limits of international society -- From wet
diplomacy to scorched earth : the Taiwan expedition, the Guardline and the Wushe rebellion -- The
long durée and the short circuit : gender, language and territory in the making of indigenous Taiwan
-- Tangled up in red : textiles, trading posts and ethnic bifurcation in Taiwan -- The geobodies within
a geobody : the visual economy of race-making and indigeneity
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